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(From New Yo~ Post, b/ 13/4'?) 

POOR AlID POLICY 
By George Fielding Eliot 

Tnere has been considerable criticism of what ia called the "neutral" 
attitude of the .American govel!lment with regard to the United Nations proceedings 
on the Pal es tine question. 

Witnout attempting to criticize or to defend the off icial position, cl 
think it mq be useful to set down nere l!l as few words a.s possible just what the 
.American policy on this question is • 

.American policy favors now, as in the past, a considerable increase of 
Jewish immigration into to Palestine. It cannot be too strongly Empnasized that 
there has been no cl.l.&lge in tne views of the Presio.ent a.."ld hie advisers. 

There has never, however, been a precise definition of .Ame ican policy 
wi t regard to t11e political stat.us of Palestine. 

The present tendency -- it has not cryst8.J..lized into a definite policy -­
is, however, agai.!lst partition. There is a feeling that Palestine is alreaey so 
small that to split it up furtner would be to weaken it against the storms oft he 
future - perhaps hopelessly. 

Tnose who reason thus recognize the dif1·1.cu.1t,- of reconci l ing this point 
of view with tne .American desire to speed up Jewish immigration. Outright inde­
pendence now would certainly mean tnat the existing Arab majority 110uld talce steps 
to stop any further Jewish immigration. Independence at some fixed future date 
woilld merely mean that both sides would maneuver for adva.11tage at tne chosen date. 

b'U.rtaer. tnere is a desire to avoid an::, appearance of influencing, much 
lees constraining, the u. N. investigating committee. 'hen this committee repolta 
to the fall meeting 0 1 the eneral Assembly- (if its report is reaey- in time) the 
American delegation to the General Assembly will not be witnout instructions and a 
definite policy. But until tnen, at least as of the present time, there is a 
feeling in Administration circles tnat it is better not to stick our neCks out. 

We fought bard for a neutral COlJllllittee, a small-power committee. We 
wo 1ld not look well if by any act or word we seemed to be trying to influence the 
findin6 s of this group. So .L ar as this reporter knows, tnere are not even 8.!J.Y 
co!lversationa going on with the :British as to ltlat the course of action will or 
snou.ld be wnen the committee reports. 

• • • 
The hop e is, however, quite freely ~ressed by .Ai:lerican officials that 

the General Aesanbly, having received and considered the report of the investigat­
ing committee, wil be able to produce clear recommendation■ on two points: 
Jewish immigration and t.ne condi tiona of land acquisition a."ld tenure. Once these 
two pints have been the subject of definite action by the General Assembly of the 
United Uat1on1, it is felt that a policy based on the General Assembly's views can 
b~ carried out by the mandatoey power ( if the existing mandate is continued) or 
by tne power or powere charged with trusteeship oTer Palestine, abould a trusteeship 
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be brought into being. 

It is clearly recognized that tne General Assembly can only 
recommend; it has no power of executive ac'tiion. Whatever affirmative 
and positive action is ta.ken in Palestine will have to be taken by one 
or both of the two nations which have the means of acting ef:rectively 
in the eastern Mediterraneans trreat :Britain and tne United States. The 
British have said that t 1ey cannot promise to implement any u. N. recom­
mendation- w.hich calla for additional e:xpena.itures and efforts on their 
part. Ao.y such solution would require the Sllpport and participation of 
the United States. 

• * • 
:i:ne moral force 01· the General Assembly's recommendation, :par­

ticularly as regards con~roversial issues. will, it ii' felt, be of much 
assistance to the United States should any such responsibility devolve 
upon tnis government. Meanwtiile, there is to be no attempt to influence 
the investigating committee• s action: but tnis does not preclude talcing 
of a clear and firm stand by the United States delegation when the General 
Assembiy 1neets in Sept enber to consider the comm! t t ee• s report. 




