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AFFIDAVIT

I, JOHN S, GRAUEL, journalist and lecturer, of 1A
Wachusett Street, Worcester, Mass, U.,S5.A., at present at
Shoshanath Hacarmel Hotel, Shoshsnath Hacarmel Street,
Mount Carmel, Haifa, herely make oath and say:-

l. My name, proilession and address are as above stated,

2« I was on board the 8.5, "President Warfield" other-
wise known as "Exodus 1847" (hereinafter referred to as
"the Exodus®),

S¢ I proceeded on board the Exodus from France as a
corraspondent for the "Churchmen® journal to observe the
voyage.

4. During the voyage I was in constant contact with the
Magter, officers and some of the members of the crew of ilhe
Exodus and I was given free access to the bridge, chartroom
and Master's guarters and 1 had personal knowledge of the
position of the Exodus from time to time,

&+ Before I boarded the Exodus I had already some know

ledge of navigation, including fixing positions of ships,

which knowledge wes improved during this voyage by actual

participation in fixing the position of the ship from time
to time,

6, Between § p.ms of the 17th July, 1947, when the Exodus
proceeded from & point off Damietta, Egypt, towardz Palestine,
until about 2 pem. of the 18th July, 1217, when the Exodus
errived to a point off the Palestine coasd, the Exodus was

et no time within the territorial waters of Palestine,

I ascertained the correctness of the siatement contained in
this paragraph as followst-

(a) As from sbout 5 pems of the 17th July, 1947 until
about 2,30 a.m, of the 18th July, 1947 I several
times ascertained and checked the position of the
Exodus by means of the ship's compasses and charts
as well as by the course and speed of the Exodus
coupled with the position of the ship off Damiettia;
and

(b) During the period between about & p.m, of the 17th
July, 1947 and about Z pem. Of the 10th July, 1847
I saw no land, although I was on the lookout at
frequent and short intervals.

7« During the part of the voyage between about § p.m. of
the 17th July, 1947 until the control of the Exodus was taken
over by the members of the British Navy as hereinafter set out
the Naster of the Exodus in my presence and in my hearing
several times ordered his officers and some of the members of
his crew to navigate carefully and to reduce speed in order
to avoid at all costs the approach before sunrise of the 18th
Julv. 1947 to env voint off the Palestine coast nearer than

20 miles off coast.




Se I took & specisl interest in ascertaining the position
of the Exodus off the Palestine coest, in view of the numerous
reporis that had appeared in the press in the past alleging
that fmmizrant ehips had been ceptured in violation of inter-
national law by the British Navy on the high seas helore reach-
ing the territorial waters of Falestine, and of my desire to
ascertain the correctness or otherwise ol these reports,

Je On the 18th July, 1947 at about £,350 a.me 1 saw two
British destiroyers converging on the Exodus whereupon I went
on to the hurricanc dec: of the Exodus in order to observe
closely the ensuing events, 1 saw and felt the Exodug being
struck violently both port and starboard in & squeezing action
by the two destroyers, At the same time I observed an on-
slauzht of teer gas and other explosives discharged at the
Exodug, whereupon passengers on the Exodus fell down on the
deck of the Exoduss The Exodus was subsequently violently
rammed geveral times by British deestroyers,

The attack on the Exodus as aforesald was carried
out by & flotille of British nen of war congisting of five
destroyers and the cruiser YAjaz"%,

10, Almost lmmediately after the Lxodus wes irst struck

by the destroyers 1 saw a party of British sailors, who wore
g68s magsks and were armed with pistols and wooden clubs with
steel bands around the heads of the clubs, boerding the Exodus,
Shortly thereafter as I heard that someons on the bridge had
been wounded by the boarding party, I progeedec to the briige
and found tnat the bridge wes in the posgession of British
gaillors.

ile Subseguenily, a8 I heard that williss Bernstein had
been serliously wounded by lue boarding party and was lying
in the Master's juarters, 1 uttomfted to bring & doctor and a
nurge of the Exodus to the Master's wuariers in order to
render hin medical ald, butl a British sailor stationed in the
chartroom and in control of both of the chartroom and the
Master's quarters adjucent thereto refused my reguest to
permit a doctor and nurse edmission to the Master's quarters,

12 The British sailors used clube as aforesaid and
firearus to establish their control of the Exodus; three
persons of the Exodis were fatally wounded by the British
Naval personnel, one of whom, Willian Bernstein, one of the
officers of the Exodus, was clubbed and died later of the
injuries received and another, & youth of about 15 years,
vhose name, I believe, was Hirsch Yacubovich, was fatally
wounded by bulleta, I counted over forty persons of the
Exodus wounded with some degree of seriousness, at least
four of whom, including %illiam Hillman, were suffering from
bullet wounds,

13, There was a congidersble amount of resistance by the
pasgengers to the establishment of the control of the British
Naval personnel over the Lxodus; in resisting the British,
the passengers of the Exodus used potatoes and canned food,
butl no explosives or [irearms of any nature whatsoever, save




& small number (not exceeding a doszen) of smoke bombs of the
usual type reguired for all lifeboats,

During the said resistance of the passengers of the
Excdus which lasted as from sbout 2,350 a.me, until about €,40 a.m,
of the 18th July, 1947, the control of the Exodus by the
British Naval personnel gradually incressed until the resie-
tance was completely ended at sbout €.,45 a.me of the 18th
July, 1947.when the British Naval personnel had complets control
and charge of the entire Exodus

Le I have read the official comsmunigue No. 124, July 1l9tih,
published in the Palestine Post of the :0th July, 1947 and

i say from personal knowledge the followin; with regard to
the description in the said communique of the events which
took place on the 12th July, 1947, namelyi-

(a) At no time was tear smoke used by the passengers
of the Exodur nor could any of the tear gas bopba
thrown at the Exodus be thrown back, since these
bombs invariably exploded before striking the
Lxodusge

(b) It is untrue that only & "single shot" was fired
by the British as they repeatedly used pistols
both above and below decks of the Exoduss I heard
three lengthy bursts of machine gun fire directed
atl the Exodus from a destroyer which wae alongegide,

(e) I suw the incident ol the axe referred to in the
compunigue; it is not true that the man using
the axe attempied "to decapitate one of the boarding
party" but he was endeavouring to make a hole in the
bridge head Yo secure a passage which wag used in
attempt to disliodge the British sailors in posses-
sion of the bridee of the Exoduse The man using
the axe mpade no atiempt whatsoever to use 1t agsinst
ény person, whether of Eritish naval personnel or
othorwise,

(d)- At no time have I ever seen before, during or after
the boarding eny pessenger or any officer or member
of the crew of the Exodus in posseszion of a riflls,
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DEPONINT

Sworn before me, S, Hogenberg, Acting
Reglstrar, District Court, Halfa, at

the District Court, Haifa, this 24th

day of’July, 1947’ by Mr, John &, Grauel,
who was identified to myp to my satisfaction.

NIl T o
A/REGISTRAR
DISTRICT COURT, HAIFA,




DEFPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
Address O0fficial Comnunications to

The Secretary of State
Washington 26, D.C.

In reply refer to
NE 367N,1115/7-3047 August 6, 1947

My dear Dr, Silvers

I have received your letter of July 30, 1947 with
regard to the arrival of the vessel Exodus 1947 in
Palestine and to subsecuent circumstances during wnich
several members of the crew lost their lives and other
persons were injured.

According to reports from the American Consulate
General at Jerusaleg. the Govermment of Palestine
issued a commanique on July <29 in which it was stated
that after the arrival of this ship in Palestinian
waters on July 18 the vessel took violent evasive
action to avoid being boarded, which resulted in
damgge to herself and to naval units. The communi=-
que cited various preparations for resistance, in-
cluding barbed wire, and stated that boarders met tear
ges, fireworks, smoke bombs, steam jets and wvarious
missiles. The communique/stated that naval personnel
fired twice on the shipi one rifle shot and one dburst
of machine gun fire, both of which missed., According
to the authorities, the vessel was boarded within
Palestinian territorial waters on the morning of
July 18,

The Consulate General reports that six American
citizens were on board the Exodus 1947, one of whom,
Williem Bernstein, died of wounds at Haifa on July 19.
The exac® circumstances surrounding the wounding of
Bernstein are not kmown because of the confusion pre-
vailing during the boarding of the vessel, Another
American citizen, William Millman, is presently

hospitalized

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,

Chairman, American Zionist Emergency Council,
342 Madison Avenue,
New York 17, New York




hospitalized in Haifa, with a Jjaw injury., UNo other
American citizens who were on board the Exodus 1947
were injured,

With regard to the other American citizens,
John Graunel was assisted by the Consulate General, in
accordance with his regquest, in obtaining passage on
the Marine Carp, which left Palestine on July 24,
Bernard Marks, Stanley Ritzer and Cyril Weinstein,
alleged to have been crew members, have been released
on bail and are now awaiting trial on charges of aid=-
ing and abetting "illegal immigration.,' Millman has
not been detained as a crew member, but as an "illegal
immigrant." According to the Palestine authorities,
"illegal immigrants" are normally deported, None of
the Americans mentioned, with the exception of John
Grauel, have communicated with the Consulate General.
They have, however, been informed that the Consulate
General is prepared to offer appropriate assistance.,

The Department and its representatives abroad will
continue to follow developments with close attention,
and to render all proper assistance to the American
citizens concerned,

With regard to additional action of the character
suggested in your letter, this Govermment ,has the
general aspects of the matter under consideration.

Sincerely yours,

For the Secretary of States

Henry S, Villard
Acting Director
Office of Near Eastern and African Affairs




11 Taghusott “troot
TOreartor, Aass.
fugnet 135, 1947

ire Veanry S, Vllard, ‘eting Director
offloe of Noar “astorn ond Afrienn Affalre
Departoant of 5tate

"wobington 25, Dy O,

My dsar Mr., villapd:

I have read your lottor of August O%h addressed
to T, Abba Millsl Alwor and dealing +ith the eap~
wre of the Rxodus, The enclosed copy of sn affide~
.t geom out LY 20 ia Nelfa, "sleostine, will halp to
sorrect mash of the infornation from Sritish sources,
wiloh aceoMiing S0 your latter, haa reachad the Do~
partent,

In addition, I fool 4% ny duty %5 take iosue with
tuo further polmta nentioned is yourt lottar,

You wite that, aooording to the report of the
‘woriosn Jonsnlate Oaneral in Jatusclean, “the oanet
ol rommetancoes surrounding the sounding of "emateln
a9 not Imown besnuse of the eohfusion prewiling
daring the boariing of the werasl®, It vl inter-
0a% you %0 Mmow that W, 'i%ser, an Ansriesn aitiaen
and orov pecbor of the Maodus, now sweliting Wial in
Palestine, wog o wWtnene %o the futal wounding of
fermato'n by “ritish mawal persomnol,

Tour lotter further states, on ¥ begls of in-
formtion reonived Nton %he Conmilate Osnatal, that
“none of the Asmeriocans montioned, with %he ~=oeption
of John Cranel, have cosxunicatad «i¢h the Noaspulate
Seneral®, I shouldd 1ike % ocorrect this, Since
egara, lisrks, FPitaer and “alnstein vore umble ot
tho tine to ocomeunicsts in pornon With the Aneriomn
censulate Ommoml, thoy requestsd po S tranani? on
helr bohnll o roguost for protection, T 414 po in
e eouwrve of a odnwrsation vhich I had oith W,
Fortsr of the Asetosn Jonmilate Oeneral in Jeaoalen,

YMnosraly roura,

Johs “tanley (Grauel






