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0 D PAR {ENT OF STATE 

• SHINGTO 

Address Official Com; .uni cations to 
The Secretary of State 

ashington 26, D.C. 

In reply refer to 
367 .lll5/7-'9J47 

dear Dr. Silver: 

August 6, 1947 

I have received your letter of July 30, 1947 with 
regard to the arrival of the vessel Exodus 1947 in 
Palestine and to subse ent circumstances during ich 
several menbers of the ere, lost their lives and other 
persons were injured. 

Accordi g to reports from the erican Consulate 
General at Jerusala,, the Government of Palestine 
issued a communique on JuJ.y 29 in dlich it s stated 
t t after the arrival of this ip in Palestinian 
waters on July 18 the vessel too violent e asive 
action to avoid being boarded, which resulted in 
dam,9&e to herself nd to naval uni ts. Th communi-• 
que cited various pr~aration for r i ance, in­
cluding barbed wire, and stated that boarders met t ear 
gas, fireworks, smoke bombs, steam Jets and v rious 
missil s. The communiqu~stated t~at naval p rsonnel 
fired twice on the ships one rifie shot done burst 
of machine gun fire, bot of hich missed. ccording 
to the authorities, the vessel was boarded within 
Palestinian territorial waters on the morning of 
July 18. 

The Consulate General reports that six erica.n 
citizens were on board the Exodus 1947, one of nom, 
illi Bernstein, died of wounds at Haifa on Ju.J.y 19. 

The exe.c\ circumstances surrounding t e wounding of 
!ernstein are not known because of th confusion pre­
vailing du.ring the boarding of the vessel. Another 
American citizen, illiam -: ill.I:lan, is presently 

hospitalized 
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hospitalized in Haifa, w1 th a jaw injury. o other 
.American ci ti zene who were on board the &9dus 1947 
were injured. 

With regard to the other American. citizens, 
John Grauel was assisted by the Consulate General, in 
accordance with his request, in obtaining passage on 
the !lr;f,p.e Carp. which left Palestine on July 24. 
Bernar !arks, Stanle Ritzer and Cyril Weinstein, 
alleged to have been crew members, have been released 
on bail and are now awaiting trial on charges of aid­
ing and abetting n illegal immigration." Ullman has 
not been detained as a crew member, but as an "illegal 
immigrant. 11 According to the Palestine authorities, 
11 illegal immigrants" are normall y deported. one of 
the ericans mentioned, with the exception of John 
Grauel, have communicated with the Consulate General. 
They have, however, been informed that the Consulate 
General is prepare to offer appropriate assistance. 

The Department and its representatives abroad wil l 
continue to follo developments wit clo attention, 
and to render all proper assistance to the erican 
citizens concerned. 

With regard to additional action o the character 
suggested in your letter, this Gover nt,has the 

neral aspects oft e matter under consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 

For the Secretary of State: 

Henry S. Villard 
Acting Director 

Office of ear astern and f:rican Affairs 






