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August 26, 1946 

THE TRUMAN AIJ INISTRATIOlPS RECORD ON PALESTINE 

Exactly a year ago -- on August 31, 1945 - President Truman fir.3t made his 
request of Prime Minister Attlee that 100 ,000 h~meless European Jews be atbii t ted 
into PaleH:t~ne immediately. When the President 1 s i·equest was made public. the Jewn 
of Anerica - an overwhelming majority of ·i..nom subscribe to the Zioni 3t :program -­
as well as millions of non-Jews who are deeply concerned aboat the :probl em of 
Europe's homeless Je1:.'S and Pa..lestine, hailed President Truman as the first l eader 
of the democratic nations to take concrete steps to save the remnants of E ropean 
Jewry. 

Si)eakers at Jewish rallies and Jewish neu~mcpers pointed out that ill &11 the 
years of Jewish suffering since the advent of Hi tlar, the Democra.tic Adi-ninistration 
merely offered its condolence and sympathy to t:i.e Jews, but did nothinf; concrete 
to -rescue them. It ·1as pointed out further t li.c.t , with the :publicati r,n of the 
Roosevelt-Ibn Saud correspondence, public opi _ion was confronted ,-dth harsh reality: 
it became clear that at the very moment when the Administrati on was mn.kin pledges 
in support of t he Zionist p rogram, it was a.t the san1e time giving conflicting 
assurances to the Arab states. Needle s s to say, the reaction among the Jewish 
masses was one of shock and let-dow:i. 

Following these revelations ruid t h e well-established charges that t he u. S. 
State Department was pursuing a pro-British a!ld pro-Arab policy on Palestine, it 
is uJ1derstandable th .t President Truman I s let t er to Prl:ne Minister .Attlee wc.s 
greeted with great enthusiasm. This action served to give the Jews ah~ t heir 
supporters renewed h ope that the Administration was not goin . to forsal:e th em 
after all. 

It was well kno ·m that Presid.ent ·r ruman's lett e r to Mr. Attlee had been sent 
after the President hed read the harrowing details of Earl Harrison I s report on 
the conditions of the Jews in Europe's Displaced Persons• Cam:ps. The waxninc s of 
Mr. H[:.rrison and of other competent observers that only imc-.ediate action to trans­
fer these harassed refugees to Pales tine will avert a catastrophe, were regarded 
as clea r indica tions that the required steps would be taken without delay. 

Jmt months passed and nothing was dono. The :Sri tish Government ~ .d the u. s. 
State Department employed one delaying deviee after another -- and the Jers 
languished in the concentration camps of Euro11e. Pet:ple again wond~red whether 
th.ey were not being given another "run-around11 b:· the Adm:.nistration. 

The Bri ti h Gov r> 1n-nent then countered Pre ident 's Truman long-sta."'l.ding re­
q11est with a ~roposal that an Angler-American Co~mittee of Inquiry be set up to 
investigate the entire problem of Palestine once agro.n -- this after the facts 
in the situation had been made all too clear by the Harrison Report and other 
surve~rs. The British move was obviously another dela.~ ing tactic, but Pi·esident 
Tnuna.."l agreed to this new investieation without toking adv;,.ntage of the readiness 
of Americen Zionist leaders to discuss the entire situation with hio, to point 
out how utterly undesirable this proposal for a new I:aq_uiry was, and. to i;•arn him 
that the Bri ti h had no intention of taking J?OSi tive action as a rasult of the 
Inquiry, but intenc.ed only to procraotina.te further. 
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After four months of time-consuming exploration and investigation, the Anglo­
American Committee of Inquiry- issued a Report which recommended what President 
Truman had requested in the first place - the inmediate emigration of 100,000 
homeless Jews to Palestine. However, the R0]?ort also contained certain lon range 
politicru. recommendations which, Zionist leaders pointed out, "can never be 
accepted by the Jewish people." These latter recom.~endations, which l""ll.!1 counter 
to .American policy on Palestine as stated by Congress, were obvious!~· included in 
the Report at the insistence of the British, who would not otherwise have ~~reed 
to the recommendations favoring the immediate emigration of 100,000 Jews. 

By consenting to the ~ritish proposal of a joint inquiry, the President had, 
therefore, allowed the United States to be maneuvered into an untenable.position: 
in order to obtain consent to the immediate emigration of 100,000 Jews - the 
Uni tea States would be repudiating every international pledge made to the Jewish 
people with respect to Palestine, and acting in opposition to the will of the 
American people as expressed by two resolutions of Congress - one of which was 
passed during President Truman's administration. 

The President now had to reconcile t\·10 conflicting positions. Fortunately, 
he was !)rovailed upon to take the correct steps under these circumstances, and 
in making public the re-port of the Anglo-American Commt ttee of Inquiry on April 
30th of this year, he declared: 

ttI am very happy that the request which I made for the immediate 2,dmission 
of 100,000 Jews into Palestine has been unanimously endorsed b~ tl?-e .Anglo­
American Committee of Inquiry. The tr311sference of these unfortunate 
peo1)le should nO\•J be accomplished with the greatest dispatch • • • I run 
also pleased that the Committee recomr.1ends in effect the abrogation of 
the White Paper of 1939, including existing restrictions on immigration 
and land acquisitions, to permit the further development of the Je~dsh 
national home. It is also gratifying that the report al.so envisn es the 
carrying out of large-scale economic develoJ.Jtnent projects in Palestine which 
would facilitate further immigration and be of benefit to the entire po~u­
lation. • • In ad.di tion to these immediate objectives, the report dec1ls 
with many other questions of lon~range political policies and ~uestions 
of international law which require careful study and which I will ta.re 
under advisement." 

This, then, was United States l?olicy as enunciated by the President: the 
emigration of 100,000 Jews to Palestine was a matter for immediato action, and not 
subject to further consultations; the long-range political questions were to be 
taken "under advisement." 

• 
Weeks, and then months, went by and still nothing was done. The plieht of 

the Jews in the Di spla.ced Persons• Camps had become unendurable, and the frustrar­
tion of these mfo rtunates expressed 1 tself in repeated clashes with our otim occup&­
tion troops in Europe. The Jews of Palestine had also reached the depths of 
despair, nnd the British were becoming more brutal in the enforcement 9f their 
illegal policy of excluding Jewish refugees from their internationally- ranteed 
honeland. Under these conditions, violence was inevitable and Britain 1s tyrannical 
act of sup-pression only served to produce more bloodshed and destruction. ean-
while, the u. s. State Department was following the procedure of further "con­
sultations" initiated by the '.British. 

The .American public could not understand - and still cannot understand -­
how it is possible for the President of the United States to enunciate one policy 
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publicly while his subordinates in the Administration follow procedures thet are 
diametrically opposed to that policy. Throughout the country people said - and 
continue to say - that the Administration is merely playing a clever game inth 
the Jews; that the Administration has no intention of carrying out its :proni•rns 
to the constituency in behalf of the Jewish people. 

Then the Cabinet Cormni ttee was appointed. The American people were told that 
this new Committee was set up to bring about the speedy implementation of the 
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry's Report. When the Cabinet groui1 wa.s fonncd, 
President Truman expressed confidence that his request for the imrlediato emi ~rar­
tion of 100,000 Jews to Palestine would be speedily imJ_1lcmented. He had an 
extremely cordial meeting with leaders of the Zionist movement on JulJ 1st, 
following \'1hich the White House issued a state .1ent which read: 

"The President further added that it was his determination that these 
most recent eiren ts should mean no delay in pushing fon:ard with a :policy 
of transferring 100,000 Jewish imr.:1ie1-ants to Palestine with all diSJ?atch, 
in accordance ~~th the statement he made upon the receipt of the r c~ort 
of the Anglo-American Cammi ttco of Inqui rJ. The President indicc• t cd that 
the Government of tho Uni tcd States was prepared to as sume t0chnico.J. and 
financial rcsponsibili ty for the transportation of these im1·igrant5 from 
Europe to Palestine." 

.After conducting its own "investigation II of the problem, the Cabinet Corr.­
mi ttee reversed the policy repeo.tedl!' s tated by the President and produced a 
British-sponsored plan for the 11 federalizz.ti on 11 of Palestine. Thl. s scheme wn.s 
o. complete surrender to British Colonial Office policy. Tho position t nl~en by 
the entire American Zionist movement on the plnn was stnted by Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver, president of the Zionist Orgmization of America and choirmmi of tho 
Executive Committee of the American Zionist Einergcnc CoUI1cil. Dr, Silver said: 

11 The 'federalization plan, t reeonmended to the American and Britinh 
Governments by the Angl<>-Arnerlean Cabinet Cammi ttee, is a conscience­
less act of treachery, doooing the helpless Jewish survivors in Euror>e 
to further death nnd l:\uniliation and driving the Jews of Palestine to 
further desperation. 

"The Cabinet Conqittee 1s reoomnendation that the acif".lission of 100,000 
homeless European Jews to Palestine, first urged alnost a year ago b 
President Trur.ian and unanimously recocmended as an ionediate step by 
the Anglo-.American Comnittee of Inquiry, be oade 1condi tional' on the 
adoption of the 1federalization I proposal, 1s as revol·~ing as it is 
ir.uJornl. I11 plain Eng.~ie11, this oeans that 100,000 he1pless refugees 
are to be used as hostar,cs by :Sri tain and the United Si.ates in o rd.er 
to extort from the Jewish people acceptance of a political fomulat ion 
which clearly repudiates every intemationa.l conmi toent nade to the 
Jewish people with res,;,oct to Palestine - a fomulation which the 
governnents concerned surely lmow the Jews cannot accept. 

"That the liv~s of op:pr.Jssed nen, wocien and children, who have already 
passed the linits of en2-t::-ance, should thus be used as pa,ms in Brltain 1s 
ir.tperl.alistic mane,;. er~ •··- and that the United ~;:c,:. es stould now be a 
party to this abri: 1.t 11.ation -·· does not au r well io: t >e ,1orld of peace 
and justice whic-:1? i ·i; wc1r. h'1ILC:, tr10~11.d energe fr<' LL tJ13 ruins of the 
greatest of all wo.rs. ve :-:- 1:specti u l.).y su6 gest to th se who are responsi­
ble for shaping govemnent policy on this question that what is required 
above all in the present situation is sinple norality ••• , 
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"This is a plan for the ghetto-ization of the Jews in their o,-m honcland. 
Even that sma.11 portion of the cotmtry rem~ining for Jewish settlement 
under the •plan' woula. be controlled alr.lost conpletely by the sar.1e :Sri ti sh 
Colonial Administration, whose only right to be in Palestine in the first 
place is the duty ass ig:ned to it by the Balfour Decle.ration a.net the Pales­
tine Mandate: facilitation of the developnent of the Jewish National Hor.io." 

.Americans - Jews and non-Jews alike -- co11ld not help but ask whether the 
Administration 1s earlier statements were sincere in view of the fact that the 
President 1s own Cabinet Committee had now repudia.ted not only Mr. Truna.n 1 s position, 
but eyery official .American declaration of support for Jewish aspirations in ales­
tine, including the plank in the platfom of the Democratic Party, ,,:hich reads: 

"We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration ond 
colonization and such a policy as to result in the establishment there o~ 
a free and de.~ocrati c Jewish c0Dr.1on,1eal th. 11 

Could the President I s Cabinet Comni ttee have accepted this abooinable "fedei­
alization11 plan if its menbers had been convinced that the President wants them to 
carry out u. s. policy as stated by hir.11 Surely the r.1embers of thnt Co~mittee were 
:istute enough to realize that the British would offer ther:1 a series of "planstt and 
would t r.Y to secure u. s. agreenent to that fonnula ,-,hich is least in the interest 
of the Jews. :But it is clear that Mr. Grady and his fellow Comnittee r:ie:. bers were 
advised by the State Departnent to follow the line proposed by the l3ri ti sh. 

Furthemore, the public was astounded to read accounts in the press which 
reported the President as having taken a nost unfriendly attitude touards those who 
called on him to repudiate the "federalizaticnn plan. For exanple, the following 
dispatch appeared in the New York Tir.ies of Wednesda¥, July 31st: 

"TRUMAM I REBUFFS ' PALEST Il-fE FLFJ.. 

"New York Congress~en Say That He Hinted At 
Political 1-iotives In Their Visit 

"Washington• July 30 -- Nine New York menbers of the House called on 
President TrUMan todey to protest the proposed partitioning of Palestine 
and insist on the imnediate adnission of 100,000 Jews, but they cane 
a,.,ey- expressing dissatisfaction with their reception. 

11 The President was reported to have been syt1JRthetie to the hor.ieless 
Jews I plight, but only as part of a larger pro bl er. of di s:placed persons 
generally. Menbers of the delegation said that he was inattentive to 
their a:-gunents and had sue;gested at one point that the reason for their 
cull was political. 

"Coincidentally, Senators F.obert F. Wagner, Det1ocrat, of New York• and 
Robert A. Taft, Republican, of Ohio, assailed the .Anglo-Arerican Cabinet 
Cor.imi ttee' s latest proposals in the Senate. Mr. Wagner called the plan 
1A deceitful. device to stifle the hopes of a long-suffering people.• 
Mr. Taft said that it was a I cynical plan I that would mean tlfe lco:r:iplete 
fru~tration' of Jews in Palestine and 'deep despair for the million and 
one-half surviving Jews in Europe. t 

"The delegation calling on ~·1r. Truaan was led by Representative Enanuel 
Celler, who reo.d a prepared statEJ11ent. Mr. Celler gave a reporter the 
following digest of it: 
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I The President ~11ould rej~ct the new proposal of the J3ri tish 
because admission of 100,000 Jews is conditioned upon its 
acceptance. Thus the innocent 100,000 Jews a r e considered a s 
hostages. This is utterly unfair. 

IThe plan ·would narrow the Jewish province t o 1,500 square 
miles and prcYent any further develop~ent economically and 
culturally after a.d:,ttssi on of the 100 1 000. AcctJptance would 
be appr0val of a g.l-i::;tto i.n Palestineo Furthermore, "the :British 
lmow thctt nei t her t h e Ara~.s nor t he Jews would accept the plan. 
And thus they would be pri vileged again to delay a decisi o~. 
The plan is nothing but a stall. l 

"Mr. Celler would not describe the President 1s reaction, but other members 
of the delegation said that it was 'di sco :traging. t One of the descrip­
tions of the conference was: 1 It ·ras rough . 1 

"Mr. Truman was said to have shuffled pa:pers on his desk while ~rr. Cell er 
read and to have comme::i ted, wh en Mro Celler started to speak furth er 
about a problem 'close to my h eart~ that h e did not have time to listen, 
that he knew all pl)out the s·u.bject anyhowe The Prasi6.ent, a ccordin0 to 
the Representatives I accou..llts, indicated that he was s ~,rripatheti c to the 
Jewish problem, but explained. that he was working on a broader que stion 
in trying also to get 100,000 displa:!ed persons admitted. to South America, 
100,000 to British possessions and 100,000 to this count 1-y. 

"He was reported to have said that he did not blame the Congres smen for 
co~ing to the White House. thn.t he r ealized that they were all u p for 
re-election this fall, but th~t it was time someboey came to see him 
about the United States problem for a change. He ended the Conference 
ab1i.iptly, the witnesses said, before the Representatives were ready to 
leave. 

"~n addition to Mr. Celler, those attending the Conference ~-Jere Repre­
sentatives Walter A. Lynch, Ronald L-· 0 1Toole, John J. Rooney, Che,rles 
A. Buckley, Leo F. Rayfiel, and Arthur J. I{lein, Democrats; Vito 
Marcantonio, American Labor Party, and Leonard w. Hall, ReJ?Ublican." 

Obviously, the PrBsident has failed to understand why the Jews of .America and 
those who s11:-pport their cause are persisting in app1·oaching him: the f act of the 
matter is that nothing has yet been done for the Jews, ana. the 100,000 are still 
languishing in the detention camps of Germany. 

.. 
As a result of th'< nationwide outburst of indignat ion against the 11 federali-

zation 11 plan and the tremendous p1--essure that was concentrated on the Uhite House, 
President Trmnan was prevailed upon not to accept this proposal. Instead, he 
recalled the Grady Committee to Washington for further consul tat ions-. The .American 
members of the Angl o-Azoo ri can Commit tee of I nqui cy were also called to Wc..shington 
to 9ffer their opinion of the plan, and they were 'Unanlmous in repudiating it. 

The State Department made an effort to keep the Comrni ttee of Inq_,ur,1 1s opinion 
secret, so that it could go ahead with its progrem of employing th0 Grady Com­
mittee 1s report as a basis for discussions with the British. Fortunately, other 
individuals realized the importance of informing the public as to ,tiat l1ad trans­
pired in the Washington dicussions, and the story 8:PJ?eared in the press. It was 
only as a result of the most deternined p~essure that the State Department's 
efforts to seaure Mr. Truman's agreement to the Grady scheme as a basis for negoti­
ations were defeated. 
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After nurierous reports and runors, nany of the~ contradictory, as to the exact 
nature of President TruI:-ian' s connunication to the British Governr ent had apJ_.i earf?d 
on the front pa.ges of the cou:: try I s newspapers , the i,. 1i te House fin all,: i ,..,._,ued an 
announcer:ent on the subject. The text of that Gtatcncnt is as follo,-,s : 

"Although the President has been exchanging views with . 11'·. Attlee o _ 
the subject , this t;overnrient h :1.s not 11resc:-1 ted arp- plan of it~ o,-m for 
the solution of the roblon of Palestine. It is the sir.cere hop e o:r 
the Presicl ent, h0\'10Ver, that as a rosul t o:: the :i1roposed cor..versat i 0~.·rn 
between the British Goven1nent and Jet•.rish • d Arc.b rcprosent r.. t ivcs a 
fnir solution of the proble:.1 of Pale '"' tine can be found and i r::-1edin.te 
steps can be ta~:en to alleviate the si tuati.on of the displaced J cu ... in 
Europe. 

"It is clear that no settler-:ent of the Pnlesti r~e -proble-1 can be achieved 
which \·rill be fully satisfacto~r t o all of the J)artics conc erned nnd tha, 
if this pro bl en is to be solved in u :1an-.-! Gr which will brine ~>oace . 1d 
prosperi t;, to ?alentinc, it r ust be B}ll) rouc· ed in a sr,iri t of con .,iliation. 

11 It is also evident that the solution of the Palestine questi ()n •rill n ot 
in itself solve the broatler 1•roble;1 of the hun1reds of th0us nnr " of dis­
placed persons in Europe. Thn .: rc::;ident hn.s beer.. i vinG this :nrobl m hi 
special attenti on a'Yl.d hoi1os that n.x-r:mernionts ca!". be ontcr od i nt ,) •id ch 
"ill make l t pos~i ble for variouG countries, incluc.ing the tni t 0.cl Stat cs, 
to admit man, of the"' e r;ersont" s :r.,0rnm1erJ.t resident s . 

"-h~ President on his part i:1 cont orn"9·1.ating seeking tho approval of 
Con ~rcss for special lc~isla~io'.".l. antll ·lri zing the entry into t _1e Uni t cu 
Stntos of a fixed numbf?r of these per ons, including Jews. 11 

This statement has been inte r etecJ. in tho J)re s s and olse,-,hero 0.3 a d cl , .• r&­
ti on by the President that he is "wash ing his hands II of the en ti re q_uoGti on . 
'his interpretation has n.lso been ad'lfanced in priva te conversation by l oadin1c: 
U. s. officials, incl ding those of the Stat,.. Dop~~rtment. 

This is whore the matter stands ~ow. Aftor all the pledges, ::.ftor P.l:~ tl~e 
committees, the investigati ons and the consulta ti ons, the President of t h o United 
States announces that 1ith5. s gove:cr.unent hu.~ not ))resented Gn./ r'len of i ~G own :r'or 
the solution of the pr.::>blelil cf Pa:'..estine~ 11 :Ev-tm t hou ,h the resol 1tions of Conf-ross 
and the platfon of h:i.s o,,m :pa1 ·Jv~ nhould bo :..·ct:a rdcd an co 1itrnents to 2, very 
clearly-def~_n:3d prol.r a.11 of tlf."t .0~1.~ the ~--·cs .. c3-ent now decides to r etreat fror1 the 
entire is nue • .. end. at a time, wner~ i:-l.1.0 3:._. tl c_,t :trr. employini , the rosources of thuir 
empire. ·ooth political and mi l i·~ar,y , to ii ·uct.ato ch0 J o·•i ·h position. 

President .1.ruman did no. evc~1 pu1 lic.ly ... e .... ffi1· his earlier statements with 
regar-d to the lOC·: 000,, T.te '.'hil- c :~ou..:Jeic; a1i:1o·mc mc::1 t of August 1 th , quot d 
above, can, t.herofore , be vim 1vd 0:1 :;_~,. as a ikr·lnr:1t:.011 of collapse on Palos tin 
by this Ad.mini,.. trnt i on. And thG _ er:. c -:i pooplo ook. 10.s not tho Unit ce1. Sto.tos 
sufficient prestige, influenco nnd • uthori r,y in th<.' orld -- pn.rt:lculurly in i ~ 
relations with tho British Govcnunont, ,hoso economic future .Aner ic a h r:.~ undcr­
written -- to insist that Britatn fulfill her pledges and obligati on3 to the Jews? 

Nor is Jewish public opinion in this country 'Particnlarly impresaed by tho 
Whi\e House 1 s assertion that "the President, on his JJart, is conte plating sce!-:ing 
the awroval of Congress for special legislation authorizing the entry into tho 
United States of a fixed number of the~e ]!ersons, including Jews." Assumin th - t 
such efforts can meet with o. de ci:ree of success, what must be clear to evnryone is 
the fact that weeks, perhaps months, of interminable Oongres ~ionru. debato on the 
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question would ensue before any action is taken. Neither is American public 
opinion unmindful of the fact that Congress has adjourned and will not be in 
session for some months to come. 

As for the Jews in the Displaced Persons' Ca'llps, who will shortly be f aced 
with the dread prospect of another bitter winter -- they are evidently expect~d 
to rematn patient while their one hope for salvation -- United States action -- i s 
removed by no less a personage than the President of the United States hims elf. 

This is the record of the Democratic Administration on Palestine. Let not 
the Administration believe that nerely by issuing further declarations of sympathy 
and condolence, it will succeed in sugal"-coating this bitter pill. Anything short 
of the oft-promised, but repeatedly deleyed concrete action will neither satisfy 
nor reassure the Jetrs of America and large numbers of their supporters , who have 

. reached the point when tney must s~ in a loud ·u1.d clear voice: "'le have been 
bet reyed a.gainJ 11 

• • • 

• 
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September 12, 1946 

At his press conference on September 5th, President Truman said that the 
Grady Committee's report was still under consideration~ According ~o the 
Associ xed Press, the President made this statement in reply to a direct 
question as to whether the Grady report had been rejected. 

This latest statement by President Tru...tnan will certainly not serve to 
reassure public opinion on the Administration's handling of the Palestine 
question. Coming as it does after the events noted above, this statement is• 
to s~ the least, confusing. The President I s additional assertion th.at he is 
still pus.l1ing for the immigration of 100 ,000 Jeus into Palestine can be con­
sidered only in relation to any concrete s t el'•S that are taken to implement 
that requested action. Thus far the public is not awai;e of the exist ence of 
such concrete ste:ps. 

• • 
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