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Augu•t 12, 194? 

Thi i 1 reply o your 1 tter t Au ust 4th. 
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Cordi lly n f ith lly, 

/1/ A. H. Vandenberg 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Ee.st 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Grand Rapids. Michigan 
September 17. 1947 

This wi.11 reply to your letter of September 12th. 

I deeply hope that the majority report of the UN Palestine Comnission 
may point the way to a successful settlement of this tragic conundrum. 
I have made it completely plain to our own Government that I think the 
majority report offers the only hope of settlement. As you know. I 
have repeatedly waid the same thing upon previous occasions because of my 
long-time belief that "viable partition" is the only answer. I agree 
with you that the United States Government should take a firm position 
in seeking to get agreement. It will do no one (including the Jewa 
themselves) any good to oder a d~on (in the absence of agreement) 
which merely precipitates armed • 1M with the itoslem world. This 
woul simply substitute one tragedy for another and expand disaster into 
even wider areas. Therefore. my whole emphasi is upon agreement; and 
it seems obvious to me that the influence of the United ~tates must be 
vigorously used if rival partisans are to be a equately impressed with 
the necessity of "agreement." 

I am not advised as to the precise procedure whioh the Secretary of State 
intends to pursue at New York. Obviouszy he confronts a difficult task -
even if he pursues the viewpoint I have expressed. Before making a final 
decision aa to whether I should make a public statement on the subject, I 
think I should confer with him again with this specific objective in mind. 
I would not want unwi tting1¥ to do more harm than jood. Therefore, I will 
pursue the following course. I am temporarily "interned" here at Grand 
Rapids because Mrs. Vandenberg ia to have a gall bladder operation the 
latter part of this week; and I am also moving into the hospital for a 
check-up which seems to be a necessity. I hope to be a "free agent" in 
ten days or two weeks. I shall immediately go to New York. I will talk 
this out with the Secretary and I will advise you of the result. 

I want to add one •ery earnest thought. Despite all the anti-Zionist 
attitudes chargeable to the Britiah, and despite allthe retaliations which 
are perfectly natural as a result. I think the Terrorist activities of the 
Jewish Extrem~ista (culll'linating in the recent Paris disclosures) are doing 

.. 



A.. H. Silver - 2 - September 17, 1947 

almost irreparable damage to the Zionist cause. I knowhow vigorously 
you have denounced theae Terrorist activities. know thay represent 
an utter minimum of Jewish aympatey. Nevertheless, they invite a 
rampant prejudice which ia doing the cause great harm both at home and 
abroad. I fervently hope that there may be no untoward incident at this 
critical moment to completely nullify our aspirations. 

As usual, l have spoken with complete franknesa to you on the basis of 
our usual peraonal and confidential diacuseions. 

ith warm personal regards and beat wishes, 

Cordially and faithfully, 

,,.. 

C 
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