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AMERICAN ZIONIST lMERGENOY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEITING OF l'Lmtl'1 

January 21, 1948 

CONJ'D)EN'tIAL NO. 34 

A meeting of the Plenum of the .American Zionist imergency Council was held 
on Wednesdq, Januaiy 21. 1948, at 8:15 P.M., at the l3arbizon-Plaza Hotel, 
58th Street and 6th Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT ( Incomplete Li st) 

Dr. Israel Goldstein (presiding), David :Breslau, Gedalia :Bublick, Mrs. Moses 
P. Epstein, Natan Friedel, Daniel Frisch, Leon Gellman, Paul L. Goldman, 
Mn. David ll. Greenberg, Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Rabbi Irving Miller, Mrs. !>avid 
de Sola Pool, Mrs. Hennan Shulman, Numa Torczyner, David Wertheim, Leo Wolfson. 

Daniel Auster, :B. Burstein (Greater NY Council, Poale Zion), Rabbi». Cohen, 
Dr. Mordecai Eli ash, George Feinstein (Secretary of 13ronx ZOA), Dr. Simon 
Federbusch, Mias Zelda Funk, Mrs. Samuel Gattegno (13ronx ZOA), Jacob Greenberg, 
Mrs. Joseph Hamerman (Hadassah National), S. Kaplan (PoaJ.e Zion, 13ronx), Al Xatz 
( ZOA, Indianapolis, Ind.), Arthur ~ourie, Dr. Mordecai N'urock, Judge Morris 
BQt,henberg. Mr. A. P. Schoolman, Moshe Shertok, M. J. Silverberg (Poale Zion), 
M. s. Taylor (7th ZOA District), Abraham Tulin, llabbi Jerome Unger. 

Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu ~en-Horin, Gerold Frank. Arnold X. Isreeli, Har1"7 
Steinberg. Abe Tuvim. 

BEFORT BY DR. GOLDSTEIN ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

Dr. Goldstein said 1 t was about two weeks since !1e began to serve as 
Acting Chairman in Dr. Silver's absence. He hoped Dr. Silver1s absence would 
be brief because he was needed he?'e. .After welcoming Messrs. Shertok, iliash 
and Auster, he reviewed the unfavorable developaats since the UN decision, 
particularly on the American scene. From all indications, the State Department 
was Bri tieh-oriented and desired a revision of the UN decision. Influential 
mili taey quarters took the same view. It waa understood that the Cabinet would 
diacuas the Pa.1.estine problem zortly. It appeared that the strongest opposition 
would be encountered in Washington to any intemational force cal ling for Americm 
or Soviet contingents. The suggestion was made that the precedent of 1939 and 
1940, when pl'ivate American citizens Joined the British and the French in their 
struggle against the Axis, might be repeated in Palestine. Aa for the embargo, 
the feeling in friendl7 circles in Washington was that in the course of time 
and w1 th strong pressure, the shipment of arms for the Jewa in Palestine might 
be permitted, especially if the UN would express 1 tself in thi a sense. 

It had taken eome time following November 29th for the Jewish Agenc7 to 
formulate 1 ts policies, but thi a had now been done, and the lmergency Council 
waa girded for what was going to be one of the moat active periods of ita 
h1st01'J'• The capable and alert staff of the lnergency Council, headed in the 
absence of Barry L. Shapiro, b7 Abe Tu.vim, had ehown a great deal of initiative. 
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All those preamt had seen the advertisement placed by the American 
Ohrt stian Palestine Committee and the four point a wieh it emphasized. These 
are also the points upon ~.hich the American Zion1s t llnergency Council le baaing 
its attack. It wa~ the duty of the Emergency Council to e~ose the attitude of 
the Arab States ~~a-vis the UN, the duplicity of the lhi ti sh, and the role of 
the State Departm.~t. 

Dr. Goldstein analyzed the political situat\on and reported on eerta1n 
current activities of the »nergency Council: a press conference in 1ashington 
for Mayor Rokach; consultations with Congressional leaders; a meeting with a 
large number of members of Congress, with Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Neumann parti­
cipating; conversations with Mayor O'Dwyer; the letter by Mayor liokach to several 
hundred M~ors throughout the country. It was now planned to increase our 
Washington staff for the next ori ti cal weeks. The Amer! can Christian Palestine 
Committee had been active. Its ad had appeared in a number of important ne~s­
papers in and outside of New York; copies of the ad had been sent to 3500 key 
individuals throughout the country. The ne1.•ly-organized Committee for Anos to 
Palestine was headed by Dean Alfange and was working in close coordination with 
the American Zionist Emergency Council. A gren.t deal of material was being 
furnished to editors, columnists end radio commentators by our people, and 
editorial comment was generally favorable. 011 the other hand, hostile comments 
were on the increase, mainly inspired by Washington sources, and there was the 
special problem of the NEW YORK TIMES. 

Mass meetings were taking place all over the country, and telegrams and 
letters were reportedly being sent to Washington in unprecedented numbers, Our 
main effort should be directed at obtaining the wholehearted leadershlp of our 
Governmeiit in implementing the UN decision. 

BEFORT BY MR. SBERTOK (on file). 

LETT~ FroM DR. NEUMANN ( on fi le) • 

DISCUSSION 

Mr. Tulin thought that our requests in Washington should be directed to 
the need for speedy implementation. The precise form of the measures to be 
taken should be left to private negotiations. He emphasized the danger of a 
position where the American Government could maintain that Palestine was no 
longer the concern of the United St&.tes, but the concern of the UN. At the 
same time, much capital could 'be made by our enemies of the fact that the UN 
resolution was just a recommendation, ~dthout binding force. Therefore, in 
approaching our Government, we should base our requests on American traditional 
policy, rather than on the UN recommendation. The Government took one little 
step in the Assembly toward asserting that policy; now it should go further. 
We should ask the Government to support the Jewish State in Palestine with 
all the means at its command, and first of all, to let us ship anns to our 
beleaguered brethren. It was reported in the press that Ur. McGrath had said 
he was mending all the fences he could. Well, here was a fence that he had 
to mend, and 1 t should be impressed upon him that the fence was badly ltroken. 

Mr. Eublick said that of the two methods of poli ti.cal action, throudl dis­
creet approaches to leading personal! ties and through appeals to public opinion 
and mass demonstrations, he preferred the latter. Letters were received by him 
daily demanding that this approach be followed. He urged a mus demonstration 
of half-a-million Jews marching in the 1treets of New York. He also felt the 



- 3 -

need of a mass-demonstration of Jews from all over the country in Washington, 
and expressed hie concern over the failure of the Fmergency Council to secure 
an interview with the President. 

Be.bbi Miller agreed that the fight for the UN plan should not be allowed 
to become a purelY' Jewish fight, but should rally around itself all American• of 
good-will. Be exr,reaaed gratification over the .American Christian Palestine Com-­
mitt~ ad"l'ertisetnent. laking issue with Mr, Tu.lin, he thought t, unwise to under­
estimate the deep coneem for the UN in America.. The fact that the UN had 
adopted the plan was therefore of great value. 

He s~ggested holding a National Znergency Conference of the Amen.con Zionist 
Emergency Council in Washington, and rallying the support of elements and person­
al! ties in Jewish life who hitherto had not cooperated with us but were now ready 
to help. 

REPORT '.BY MR. Al3E TUVIM ON E4ERGENCY COUNCIL l'ROGRAU 

?•1r. Tuvim said that the present political and J)Ublic relations program of 
the Emergency Council was predicated on the four peint s mentioned by the Chairman 
and appearing in the ad of the American Christian Palestine Committee. The AJEO 
had been working along these lines for the past three weeks in agreement with 
the Agency. Prior to that, there had been a period of <ilelfl1' in coordinating 
the efforts of the Agency and the Council. Our communitiJa were straining at 
the leash. tt had been a very unwelcome ta9k to hold them back, but thia had 
to be done until the policy to be pursued was clearly formulated. The first 
gratify!~ result of our efforts to enlif}lten the country was reflected in favor­
able editorial and radio comment. Hr. Tuvini •~lalned the preparations made for 
mass-meetings and contact with leading political figures in different loealitiea 
and on a national scale. (Details on file). 

DISCUSSION (Cont'd.) 

~rs·. Epstein expressed her sati1faction with Dr. Gol4stein1 s and Mr. Tuvim'• 
reports and suggested the need to answer adequately the oil argument used against 
us. 

Mr. '.Ben-Horin said the campaign which we were undertaking at this critical 
juncture could be greatly helped by Dr. Silver's return to this countr.,. 

Dr. Goldstein thought the suggestion had merit. 

Mrs. Halprin said Palestine needed the one American leader who was there 
now. Recalling him would be taken as an acknowledgment of weakness on the part 
of American Zionism. The movement was eager to do all that was asked of it, and 
it was unfair to assume it needed one man to rally it. We should do \dlat we can 
do here. and let Dr, Silver do what he can there and bring encouragement to the 
Yishuv. 

Judge Rothenberg expressed appreciation of Mr. Shertok' e analy-sis of the 
present ei tuation. Ile advi aed againat implytng that American poli-0y on Palestine 
had still to be formulated. Instead, we should emphasize that the .American Govern­
ment has adopted a policy: that its position in the United Nations was a consequena? 
of that policy, and that all that is needed is to implement 1 t. He agreed that 
the Palestine i1sue should net remain merely a Jewish issue. It certainly should 
not remain merely a Zionist issue. Today, the Jews of America were behind the 
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Jewish Sta,te policy. Witness Judge Proskauer' s letter to the Editor of the Times. 
Judge Rothenberg suggested an all-embracing Jewish Conference on Palestine, w1 th 
the participation of prominent non-Zionist Jewish leaders. 

Mr. Werthe!m supported the idea of mass demonstrations in order to show the 
general American public that the Jews are in earnest. If possible, these 
demonstrations should take place earlier than the National Conference in 
Washington. 

Mr. Tuvim explained that the plan was for Brooklyn to have a mass-meeting 
under the auspices of the Brooklyn Zionist l!me rgency Council, in Manhattan under 
the auspices of the Manhattan Zionist Dnergency Council, and so on, for each 
borough. 

Mr. Frisch joined in expressing appreciation of Mr. Shertok' s report. He 
felt sorry that Mrs. Halprin, in emphasizing the strength of the movement, be­
littled the role of the individual leader. In every phase of history, it was 
an individual leader who crystallized the idens of the movement, and Dr. Silver 
happened to be one of these leaders. There wns a. great deal to ·what Mrs. Halprin 
s~d when referring to tbe fact that the Yishuv needed Dr. Silver's presence. 
But since the suggestion as to Dr. Silver1s retum had been made, it would be 
better to send him the minutes of this meeting so that he could decide where he 
was needed most. 

Dr. Goldstein, summarizing, said that had Dr. Silver anticipated the rapid 
developments of the last weeks, he migllt have hesitated to go. Since Dr. Silver 
was pemaps not entirely aware of the things we kne as a result of our contacts 
with Washington, he should be made aware of the situation, so as to be in a 
position to make a decision as to \!Jhere he was needed most. Dr. Goldstein felt 
the meeting had been fruitful. In addition to the infonnative report of Mr. 
Shertok, we had had an opportunity to di scuae our program of action, and as he 
saw it, the program as outlined by Mr. Tuvim, with the ad.di tion of one or two 
further suggestions made here, had the awroval of all those present. The 
additional suggestions were those of Mr. Bublick for largt-scale mass demon­
strations; of Judge Rothenberg for an all-Jewish impressive Conference, in order 
to danonstrate .American-Jewish unity on the subject of Palestine; and the sug­
gestion of Babbi Miller for a National Emergency Conference of all our Emergency 
Councils. 

Meeting adjoumed 12 midnight. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 119 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Jan UB.l'Y 29, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist llnergeney 
Council was held on Thursdq, January 29, 1948, at 3:00 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York Oi ty. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Israel Goldstein (presiding), Gedal.ia Bublick, :Seinesh Epstein, 
Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Natan Friedel, Daniel Frisch, Leon Gellman, Dr. lulphael 
Gold, Mrs. :Benjamin Gottesman, Mrs. David B. Greenberg, Rabbi Max Xirshblum, 
Babbi Irving Miller, Dr. :Emanuel Neumann, Judge Morris Rothenberg. Charles 
Sherman, David Wertheim, Baruch Zuckerman. 

Daniel Auster, Ernest E. Barbarash, Dr. Mordecai Eliash, Arthur Lourie , 
Mrs. Golda Meyerson, Dr. l-1ordeca1 Nurock, Dr. Ignacy Schwarzbart, Abe Tulin, 
Rabbi Jerome Unger. 

Dr. :Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, A.mold x. Iareeli, 
Dr. !enjamin Shwadran, Joseph P. Stemstein, Abe Tuvim. 

BEPOR! :BY DR. GOLDSTEIN 

Dr. Goldstein said that it was found impossible to advance our cause in 
Washington without the support of public opinion. The American Zionist Bnergeney 
Council according:t.,y infonned the constituent groups and local committees that 
the mass action for which the rank-and,..file had bee~ clamoring for a long time, 
was now in ordt:lrf' The response to this was highly gratifying. Jews throughout 
the country we1·e now active along the lines sugges,~'1 by us. Results could 
alrea~ be discerned in editorials, comments of col~ists, and particularly 
in communications that had been addressed to Washil\gtoJi by local cOIIUIIW11 ties 
and personal.! ties. As an instance, Mr. Gael Sulliva,n had told Dr. Goldstein 
that he himself must have had received five thousand telegrams from local 
political leaders. Large meetings were also part of the progrem. In New York, 
a mass meeting had been arranged at Manhattan Center for Februa17 5th. Mqor 
o•Dv.rer was scheduled to speak and so was Senator Tobey. The other boroughs 
were arranging meetings in the course of the next two weeks. The Young Zioni at 
Actions Committee had held a very large meeting two nights ago, commemorating 
the .American Jewiah boys who had died in Palestiu. The l3oard of liab1-1a had 
iesued a etatanent, the S;vnagogue Council of America had been quite active. 
All thi a might be expected to gain further momentum. Other suggestions were 
being studied. Public attention was now focused on the situation in Palestine 
and on the dilatol'T attitude of the Administration. Thia had improved the 
political climate and had made it easier to persuade the Adminlatratlon to 
adopt a more reeponai•e attitude. 

Dr. Goldstein reported in detail on the contacts made with leading peraonal­
i ties in Washington and elsewhere, on the inf'onnatlon available regarding the 
attitude of Pre1idet T~unan, Secretary Marshall, Secretary 1orrestal and others, 
and on the cU.nner meeting held in Washington with 1ome fi:tt7 members of both 
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Houses of Congress. There seemed to be some substance to the story published by 
James Reston that the Administration was tr.ring to enlist Bepublican support 
for a net·r Palestine policy. The oil argument and the tense international si tua­
tion were being used to obtain Republican and general Congressional support for 
an abandonment of the United. Nations Plan. Some progress was being made in 
counteracting these manoeuvres. but much remained to be done. 

We have just begun, Dr. Goldstein continued, to stem the tide that has been 
manacing us during the last month. It was necessary to fonnulate the best 
possible answer to the insidious oil argument. and to work out a program for 
enforcement. perhaps in terms of a volunteer force rather than of national. con­
tingents. Our contacts in Washington should be intensified, and our personnel 
there increased. And it would be most helpful if our friends throughout the 
countq would make lmown their thoughts on the subject of Palestine to the White 
House and to the members of Congress in ever-increasing numbers. 

Dr. Goldstein infonned the meeting of tne forthcoming return of Dr. Silver 
and thanked the membership and staff of the Council for the cooperation t\nich 
they had given him. 

NATIONAL '.EMERGENCY CONFERENCE 

Dr. Goldstein asked the Executive to authorize the holding of a national 
conference of Zionist !mergency Committees, in line with a suggestion made in 
the plenum. (ADOPTED) 

DISCUSSION 

Further clarification of the political si tua.tion and of the measures to 'Be 
taken was achieved during a di$cussion, with the participation of Rabbi Miller, 
Dr. Akzin, fr. Tulin, Mr. Ben-Horin, Lrs. Epstein, ,t r. Zuckennan, ,tr. Frisch, 
Mr. Tuvim, Mr. Uertheim, Mr. Isreeli I Ur. Friedel, Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Newnann. 

Bm>ORT BY MRS, GOLDA MEYERS01 

Mrs. Meyerson said that, while bending all our efforts to obtain the support 
of the American and other govern~ents, it was essential for us to strengthen our 
own forces, since it was possible that the Yishuv would have to bear the burden 
of carrying out the United Nations Plan. Because of this, it was essential that 
the hands of the Yishuv be strengthened immediately, chiefly through the pro­
vision of a maximum amount of cash to enable the Haganah to purchase military 
equipnent. 

Regarding the attitude of the British, Mrs. Meyerson said that, while their 
aversion to partition was known, it was not foreseen that they would practically 
align themselves w1 th the Arab forces against the Yi shuv. Once this became clear. 
it was nevertheless decided to concentrate the limited forces of the Yishuv on 
one front md not to open a second front. Despite provocation on the part of 
the Gor3r.1ment, o en conflict with the British was avoided, contacts with the 
Hif.)1 Gom.11~ss!oner 8.l'"ld Chief Secretary were kept up, and the liaison ,-,1th the 
poilca a~.d tile military was intensified. All this was done in an effort to 
prevent further deterioration. There ,,as some measure of success, but essentially 
tl!e attitude of the Government remained unchanged. Demoralization in the lower 
ranks of the police was complete. On a higher level, the Chief Secretaey -- beiti.g 
a strong~1" personal! ty and more hostile than the High Commissioner -- was in con-
t ro~.. Ne. r, a single promise mo.de to Mrs. Meyerson or to I r. Ben-Gu.non on the 
qu.E:stion of security had been kept. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:15 P.U. 



CONJ'IDENTIAL ~O. 35 

AMERIO.AN ZIONIST EMERGEN'CY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF PLENu'M 

FeQl'l,lary 8, 1948 

A meeting of the Plenum of the American Zionist Em~rgency Council was held 
on Sunday, February 8~ 1948. at 8:15 l'.U., at the Commodore Hotel, Forty-Second 
Street and Lexington Avenue, New York City 

PRESENT (list incomplete) 

Dr. Israel Goldstein (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, :B. Epstein, Mrs. Moses 
P. Epstein, Leon Gellman, Dr. R. Gold, Pm1l L. Goldman• Mrs. David 13. Greenberg, 
A. Gurvich, Rabbi Kirshblum, Rabbi Kowalsky, Judge Levinthal, Rabbi Irving Mill~ 
Dr. Fmanuel Neumann, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Judge Rothenberg, Dr. Joseph 
Schechtman, Louis Sega.1, Charles Sherman, Mrs. aebecca Shulman, Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver, Numa Torczyner, Leo Wolfson. 

Jacob Alkow, Daniel Auster, Ernest E. iaTbarash, Dr. Berkson, Dr. S. 
:Bernstein, Mendel Fisher, Rabbi Greenberg, Ludwig Lewisohn, Isaac Naiditch, 
Dr. l'erlzweig, Dr. I. Schwartzbart, Jacques Torczyner, Abraham Tulin, 
Rabbi Jerome Unger. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank• Dr. ]e~jamin Shwadran, 
Abe Tuvim. 

Dr. Goldstein welcomed Dr. Silver upon his return to this country, to lead 
the American Zionist Emergency Council in the gre~t effort that was called for 
by the difficult circumstances, 

REPORT BY DR. SILVER 

Dr. Silver said that he was sorry to have had to cut short his st~ in 
Palestine where he hnd been anxious to remain longer. It was a soul-stirring 
experience to have been in Palestine in these deys. but even though they were 
trying days, one felt there an ezhilaration of spirit and a lift as if borne on 
the arms of a great historic occasion and a great national impulse. But, we 
were all soldiers in the ranks and when we were summoned and sent here or there, 
we had to go. 

He expressed his gratitude to Dr. Goldstein for the splendid maru:ler in which 
he had carried on the work of the Fmergency Council during these recent weeks. 
He had kept in close touch with the work that was done here, and he knew that 
what had to be done was done efficiently and speedily under Dr. Goldstein's 
guidance. 

He wanted to speak that evening of the situation in Palestine, of how the 
Yishuv was facing up to its problems, of its needs, of its expectations, and 
of its prospects. It was important to have a comprehensive picture of the 
situation rather than one pieced together out of the dramatic incidents which 
took place from day to day. Palestine was a seriously d1 sturbed c;ountr,, as 
much as Greece or India or China or some other parts of the world. It was one 
of the areas of tension. !ut it was far from being in any condition even 
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approximately chaqtic. Nothin~ was b:roken down in tli\' 11,.fe of the country. and if 
you took the compact mass of the Yishuv. 1 t had been practically undisturbed. 
The serious di at urbane es were taking place largely- in tho periphery of the 
nshuv: in that part of the Megev, where there had bQen considerable fighting 
and which was not me8l'\t to be included in the Jewish State; in the extreme north, 
where a relatively spars~ly eettled Jewish area was surrou.nded on three sides by­
Syria, Lebanon and Tr~a-Jorqen; on the road froin Tel-,~yiv to Jeruealem which ,ras 
not adequately patrolled and seventy-five per cent of which did not pass through 
Jewish territory; in the city of Jerusalem 1 ts elf, which was not to be either 
Jewish or Arab and which w~s in a sense the most disturbed city in Palestine; 
and on the bore.er between Jaff(!. and Tel-Aviv where some sniping was going on. 
Otherwise, in what one might call the Jewish country. life was quite normal. 
Factories were working, people wer~ employed. The harbors of Tel-Aviv and Haifa 
were crowded with shipping. The citrus industry was reaching the peak of what 
promised to be a successful season. There was a great deal of building going 
on in the country. Short of the fact that there was a certain contraction of 
credit due to the insufficiency of the meE.Jls at the disposal of the Jewish Agency, 
which was perhaps the most important economic factor in the country today, the 
economic life of the country was moving along in spite of the increased diffi­
culties of transportation and communication. The cultural ancl soc:ial life of 
the people was going on apaoe, Symphonic orchestras were playing. Theaters 
were open. Moving picture theaters and lectures, concerts and meetings con­
tinued to attract people. 

This was not said, Dr. Silver continued, in order to paint a glowing picture 
of \That was going on in Palestine todaj", but in order to correct an lmpressi on 
which one might gather by reading the newspaper headlines. On the other hand, 
the country faced a potential danger far greater than he had thou§ht before he 
went there. The Yishu.v was facing the prospect of war. It was not a case of 
having to confront some unorganized bands of Arab brigands. This the Jewish 
community would be able to meet quite easily given some additional equipment. 
But there had infiltrated into the country in recent weeks, well-organized mili­
tary unite which came well-equipped, well-officered, bringing their ow supplies, 
exceptionally well-disciplined, and directed by whoever was directin~ the mili­
tary activities of the Arab League. This might be a vanguard of a larger army 
in the future. The :British had acJmowledged that some two thousand had come 
into the country. Many more were being trained across the border in Syria, in 
Lebanon. What the well-equipped fi€titing force of Transjordania would do in the 
last moment, no one lmew. Now the Jews of Palestine felt that if this organized 
army in the process of growth got into action, the Arab States would have so much 
of their prestige at stake in that attack that they would not li~tly permit it 
to be a fiasco, but would throw into that struggle a great deal. '!be Arab States 
were buying arms in an open market. They were free to import thEID into their 
countries and then have them shipped over across the border into Palestine. We 
know of a aubstantial purchase of anns which was made quite recently b) the Arabs. 
It arrived in the Middle East and would, undoubted].y, be distributed among these 
people. This was giving the Yiehuv considerable concom. The importation of 
arm• into the country on the part of the Jews waa, forbidden. 

The Hagenah in Palestine had succeeded in mobilizing the manpower of Pales­
tine, which was remarkably fine and dependable - a group of people who would 
g1 ve an excellent account of themselves if they received adequate training and 
adequate arms. The spirit of the country was marvellous. Dr. Silver had visited 
some of the training camps and some of the posts defending Tel-Aviv. The plans 
which had been worked out were perfect. They had received the 8l)plause of mili­
tary strategists. There was a great deal of skill and intelligence which had gone 
into the planning of the whole thing, but there was need for more axms. 
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Anna could be had despite the embargo here. They could be purchased in 
other parts of the world. But without dollars, one could not get weapons in 
the markets of the world. Large funds in cash must, therefore, be ma.de immedi­
ately available. If the fighting forces in Palestine were provided with these 
funds and these weapons. the Yi shuv would take care of itself and would be able 
to defend itself. 

• 
Many in Palestine were coming to the conclusion that in the last analysis 

the issue would not be decided entirely by political means. They were facing 
an organized and veey powerful opposition which was determined not to permit 

. an orderly political settlement but was organized to influence political decisions 
by force of arms. The Yishuv must be prepared for this eventuality and be ready 
to meet force with force. It must onticipate the worst and hope for the best, 
and that was the only practical and sane we::, to face the si tuatlon in Palestine. 
All the other forms were wishful thinking. The stronger the Yishuv was, the 
greater likelihood there would be of a good political decision. and the less need 
there would be for the exercise of physical force. 

In addition to the needs of the Yishuv for military expenditures, funds 
were needed for other important pttrposes. The l3ri ti sh were resolved to empty 
Cypros. They might want to empty Cyprus in three or four months in order to 
make the camps available for their ottm troops as they evacuate PaJ.estine. 
The month of February might see ten thousand Jews enter the country. They 
would include 1,000 children, 2.000 parents, 500 brothers and sisters, 4.500 
single orphans, 750 on schedule and 1,260 from Europe. This would be a most 
desirable and welcome increase to the population, but 1 t would impose an addi­
tional burden on the budget of the Jewish Agency. 

There was no need to elaborate on the a.tti tude of the Mandatoey- Govemment. 
The whole apparatus of government was in the process of liquidation and dis­
organization. The good administrators tried to maintain law and order but felt 
that the job was beyond them now. The bad ones were enemies, exploit,.ng every 
s1 tuation to our disadvantage, so as to weaken us vis-a-vis the Arabs, and to 
leave the country on May 15th in a state of chaos. The High Commissioner seemed 
to be a fall\-minded man with good intentions. He assured Dr. Silver that the 
:Sri tish- having invested many years in Palestine. certainly did not want to leave 
it in a broken-down condition. They were preparing very carefully, he said, for 
a proper transference of authority. Every record had been microphoted; data on 
eveey engineering project which was still going on would be handed over to the 
incoming administration. l3ut none of this sounded convincing from \!bat one saw 
in the country dq by d~. The feeling in the country was that the :British 
wanted to bring a.bout a. condition where arowid ME\Y' 16th, as they td thdraw from 
the south and pull in from the north, the Arabs would be in a position to take 
over the Negev and the whole of Galilee and to constrict the Jewish area to what 
corresponded to the Morrison.Grady Plan. The best way to characterize their 
attitude was by calling it "malevolent neutral.1ty11 • 

In Dr. Silver's judgment, given the money it required and give,. the weapons 
it needed, the Yishuv would hold its positions against any possible concentration 
of Arab'• forces in the count17. Without these. it would be gravely handicapped. 
In that caae Palestine might be converted into another Spain,. where the defenders 
had their handa tied by embargos and their inability to acquire w.eapons, and the 
attackers wer,e supported b7 other countries and had free acce,s to reinforcements. 
We must think of the situation in Palestine in terms of war, though it required 
a radical change in our thinking. It was a war of which we had only seen certain 
preliminary ekimithes. We must prepare for that war and not make the mistake of 
doing too little and too late. 
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The Yi shuv was greatly concemed about what was happening in America. The 
press was full of it. Two or three d~s after he arrived, there alreacy began 
to appear in the newspapers letters inviting Dr. Silver to return to America to 
cope with events here. First the embargo and then the statement of the American 
Consul that .American boys ,'Jho wanted to help the Jewish State would have their 
pas$Jlorts taken away from them, gave the Yishuv a terrible jolt. The Yishuv knew 
well that in the first and second World Wars thousands upon thousands of Ame:ri can 
boys had joined the armies of the allied nations before we entered the war, with­
out such proclamation having been issued. This, as well as the embargo, was re­
garded as an indication of hostility. Dr. Silver did not try to apologize for 
the American Government because he too was deeply concerned about what was happen­
ing. He thou€)1t that we were once more in the position in which we had been in 
the week or two before November 29th, when there had been a concentration of all 
the opposition forces in the government against us. We had overcome these in­
fluences, but they had not been liquida.ted, md immediately after November 29th, 
when we had relaxed our efforts, they had resumed their activities. The Arab 
representatives in Washington had intensified their activities enormously. So 
had the oil interests and all other anti-Zionist forces. They had won new and 
very powerful converts, and they were detennined, in collaboration with the 
!rl tish, to bring about a revision of the decision of the United Nations by pre­
tending that the plan was unworkable and that 1 t was not to the interests of the 
American Govemment. No decision had y~t been taken against us. The form{U 
position of ~ur Government today was exactly what it had been on November 2~th, 
but there was going on a most ruthless activity to change American foreign policy 
on this subject. We should have to ar1peal to mass public opinion to see that 
America stands by its commitments; that we are not betr£Wed at the last minute, 
and that this decision of the United Nations be given a chance. It was Dr. 
Silver's feeling that with the proper marshalling of our energies we would 
succeed. 

DISCUSSION 

Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Segal, Mr. Tulin, Mrs. Epstein and Dr. Gold parti­
cipated in a brief discussion. 

Replying to Dr. Gold, Dr. Silver said that there were vario~s WlWS of raising 
money. They were a.11 being considered, but at the moment there was one campaign 
in this coun tey which, if successful, would edequately meet the s1 tua.tion, assum­
ing that cash were made available immediately. That was the United Jewish Appeal. 
This was why the Agency in Palestine hud sent Goldie ?-tyerson to bring this me&eage 
to the .American Jews. Dr. Silver hoped the.t progress was being made in this 
respect, and he appealed to all to throw themselves heart and soul into this 
effort, not merely to raise the quota but to obtain cash immediately. Mor.~, re­
ceived nine months from today would mean infinitely less in Palestine than money 
made available next week. 13y May 15th the Yishuv must be as strong as it possibly 
can. When the Mandatory steps out of the count cy, the Jewish people in Palestine 
must be prepared to step in, to talce over and defend themselves. Ships should be 
wa1 ting to bring in maximum supplies to the country by May 15th, and as much of 
1 t as possible before that time. It takes time to make arrangements and purchase 
supplies, and without cash none of it can be done. 

(Details of the discussion end of Dr. Silver's reply on file.) 

pPORT :BY MR. TUVIM 

Mr. Tuvim said that the program approved at the last meeting of the Council 
was in full swing. Reports from the commun1 ties showed that very intense 
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activities were being carried on eve17Where alon~ these lines. As a result, there 
was some evidence of a desire on the part of the A~lnistration to reassure the 
Jews that their interests would be safeguarded.. This was quite encouraging and 
we were asking our fi'l~ends to step u:p their efforts. 

A number of active leaders in the New York region had been invited to the 
last two meetlngs. This had been done to give them a full picture of the si tua­
tion. It was expected that this would lead to redoubled efforts in this vital 
region. Poli ti cal circles in New York had alread7 reacted strongly in our effort. 
It was hoped that this would continue. Another important step was the Washington 
Conference next wedt. It would give an opportunity to delegations coming from 
different congressional districts to consult 'tli th their congressmen. 

Dr._ Neumann suggested that a brief memorandum be prepared for the use of the 
delegates to the Conference. 

Mr. Tuvim said such a memo randum was already in the course of preparation .. 

Mrs. Green 'terg thought that a memorandum should also be prepared \t:hich could 
be ldt w1 th individual members of Congress. 

Mr. Tuvim said that this wr.s taken into considel'ation. 

Dr. Goldstein ref erred to the memorandum on oil end American interests in 
connection with Palestine. prepared by Ar. :Sen-Horin. l1r. Tuvim said that the 
points made in that memoranut:un would be included in t h e brief memorandum now 
being prepared. 

Mr. Segal suggested the advisability of havi ng the Foreign Relations Com­
mittee of the Senate consider the Falestine question., with an opportunity for the 
Jewish case to be heard. 

Dr. Goldstein informed the meeting of the meetin g \\hi ch he and Dr. Neumann 
had held with forty congressmen and ten senators in Washington. 

Mr. Wolfson inquired whether the funds being raised for Ha.ganah were not 
interfering with the United Jewish Appeal drive. 

Dr. Goldstein said that efforts \orere being made to settle this matter. 

Mr. Segal asked whether friendly governors and mayors of large cities could 
not be asked to re- state their views on Palestine• perhaps over the radio. 

Dr. Goldstein said that the matter was under consideration. 

The meeting adjourned at 10: 10 P .M. 
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.A?-iERICM"' ZIONIST :EMERG~ CY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE cm UTTEE 

March 8, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Comr.1ittee of the .Anerican Zionist lbergency 
Council was held on ?!ondey, March 8, 1948, at 3:00 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, Pinchas Cruso, 
Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Natnn Friedel, Drniel Frisch, Berl Fryr.ier, Dr. Rapho.el 
H. Gold, Paul L. GolClI!lnn, Mrs. Bert Goldotein, Dr. Isr~'.el Goldstein, Mrs. Sar.t 
Goldstein, Mrs. David B. Greenberg, ~rs. S, r:uel W. H lprin, :Rabbi Mo.x Kirshbluo, 
Rabbi Irving Miller, Dr. Er.ianuel Neunann, Judgo Morr1a ~ihenborg, Yehuda Tubin, 
David Wertheim. 

Emest E. Barbarash, Isaiah L. Kenen, Isane Naiditeh, Dr. Mordecai Nurock, 
Dr. Ignacy Schwarzbart, Abrahom Tulin, :&.'1-bbi Jerone Ungor. 

Dr. Benjamin Al~zin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, Arnold X. Israeli, 
Harold P. Manson, Dr. Benjamin Shwadrun, Joseph P. Stemstein, Abe Tuvim. 

Dr. Silver reported on developments in the Security Council. The action 
taken by the Council, though not entirely satisfactory, put the Security 
Council and its future deliberations behind the resolutions adopted ovember 
29th, nnd directed negotiations to be carried out ,.,i th a view to the imple­
mentation of those decisions. Mo ground wo.s lost to date. The natter was 
now in the hands of the Big Four, and it was anybody's guess ,-,he,t would emerge 
from their deliberations. Efforts might still be ~ade on the part of one or 
another government to suggest new negotiations with Je ,,s and Arabs. On the 
subject of an international force there was great hesitation on aJ.l sides. 
There are somewhat better prospects for a favorable decision on the Jewish 
militia, nnd this might lead to the revision of the embargo. ~Y now the 
Administration ought to be aware that the Austin statement was badly received 
all over the country. 

Palestinian Jewry has agreed on the composition of a Provisional Govem­
ment to be appointed by the UN Commission. Dr. Silver didn't think that the 
Commission would interpose any serious difficulties. They would, of course, 
see to 1 t that places on the government t·rere reserved for the non-Jewish 
residents of the Jewish State. The report in the press about the coordination 
of Haganah and Irgun seemed encouraging. The negotiations have been concluded 
satisfactorily; the agreement must now be ratified by the Executive of the 
Agency. If this were done, it would be a great gain for Palestine Jewry. 

·I. : 
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REPORT ON ]MERGEt!CY CO CIL ACTIVITIES BY MR. TUVI t 

Mr. Tuvim reported that the activities launched some time ago were being 
su :- tained over a long period. Wires and letters continued to reach Washington 
in large numbers, meetings were being helr., political lenders were being reached 
by Je,- s and Christians in numerous communities, and there was no let-down in 
any of these activities. In the larger centers, Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, 
there was even an increase in activities. The Zionist parties were cooperating 
wholeheartedly in these efforts. The ZOA, the Hadassah, and occasionally the 
Labor groups, were re-issuing our directives to their memberships. 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT BY RABBI HILL:H!R 

Rabbi Miller said that from the vantage point of Washington it was possible 
to observe the terrific negative reaction of American public opinion to Austin's 
speecho The spontaneous reaction of the press, of the columnists and of people 
in public life, who were almost unanimous in calling it a sell-out, has made a 
profound impression. After reporting in detail about the various activities 
cond11cted recent]~ in Washington, Rabbi Miller drew attention to the fact that 
the a~t:l-Zionist forcec have lately enlisted writers, educators and churchmen 
to creata an unfavorable current of opinion. 

DISCUSSION 

Dr, Silvor, Mrs. Greenberg, Mr. Manson, nnd Mrs. Halprin discussed the 
stepped-up activities of the Gilde~sleeve-Kennit Roosevelt group and the use by 
that group of material originating with Merwin K. Hart and Benjamin Freedman. 

Mr Cruso informed tho meeting of the upport given to the partition 
plan by Jewish Trade Union groups and of the toppa e of work officially 
ordered by the trade union movement in protest against the policy of the 
Administration. 

Mrs. Greenberg infonned the AZEC of the Conference arranged by the .American 
Association for the United atior.s which she had attenled. The conference 
was attended by representativ s of 62 organizations, united in "The Emergency 
Committee To Save the United Nat~ons and the Palestjre Decision". The policy 
of this body was to stress the ioport8!1ce of the Palestine issue in the general 
context of strengthening the Uni~ed ationc. The orgar ization planned newspaper 
ads, radio broadcasts, etc. 

tr. Tuvim said that the AZEC was cooperating with this organization, not 
only nationally, but also in the local communities. 

Mr. Goldman said the only mass demonstration arranged by the Zionist 
movement lately was the meeting in Manhattan Center sone time ago. He felt a 
desire on the part of the Je s in re\'r York to demonstrate on a lar er scale, 
by closing shops and stores, etc. Our failure to ceil for action of this kind 
gave an opportunity to groups with no deep interest in our cause to utilize it 
for their own purposes. 

Dr. Gold asked that more attention be paid to enlip~tening the church 
groups in the Christian communities regarding the Palestine issue. 

Mr. ~en-Horin drew attention to the confusion created by the similarity 
of the names used by the orcanization formed by the l"ni ted Nationa Association 
with the "Committee to Sr.ve the United Nations and tl.e Je·.nsh State", fomed 
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Dro Goldstein, Mrs. Epstein, Judge Rothenberg, ? r. Wertheim, Mrs. Halprin, 
Dr. ei.:m.ann, Rabbi Kirshblum, Irs. Israel Goldstein and Dr. Silver participated 
in a discussion with regard to the American Jewish Conference. It was felt that 
the continued activity of the Conference was of great value. 

:BUDGET 

Mr. Tuvim requested authority to spend an additional $100,000 to intensify 
our work until October 1948. of which $50,000 was to be used for the work of 
the Council proper. 

CORRESPO DllTCE BETWEEN JUSTICE DEPARTMENT AND ZOA 

Dr. Akzin reported on an exchange of corres11ondence between -tr. Foley of 
the Justice Department and the ZOA. 

CQ?. UNICATIO FBO? THE LOS ANGELES EMERG CY COUNCIL 

A communication was read from the Los Angeles Emergency Counoil suggesting 
the integration of the work of all friendly organizations. 

Dr. Silver said that the AZEC requested additional information from Los 
Angeles on this question. 

REPORT OF ?ffi. MANSON O ~ HIS VISIT TO PALESTIJ.E 

Mr. Manson s d that he found the Yi shuv fi nn in 1 ts resolve to carry on. 
He had heard these words many times, but had never really felt their significance 
until he himself witnessed the behavior under the most difficult circtll'!lstances 
of the very wonderful. youth ,-,hich he was sure had no equal anywhere in the world. 
The security problem there was vezy serious. One could not overstate the urgency 
of the anns needs. He illustrated the situation by relating his experiences in 
the training centers and at the fighting fronts. 

Replying to Mrs. Epstein, r. Manson said that the Agency Press Department 
includes some first-rate people wo a.re trying to do a vezy difficult job under 
the worst of conditions. He analyzed the public relations problems that exist 
in Palestine todey and stressed that, in dea.lin s with American correspondents, 
the problem was mainly one of organization. The average American reporter 
believes that both the Jews and the Arabs are constantly bombarding him with 
propaganda, while he is seeking primarily the ffdry facts" concerning dn.ily events. 
The :Sri tish have very cleverly set themselves up a.a a "neutral" source of infor­
mation, and the communiques issued by the Public Information Office in Jerusalem 
are seemingly objective accounts of militazy engagements. They are , in fact, 
distortions, but are presented in so 11 dispassionate 11 a way as to convince the 
newspaperman that the PIO should be his chief source of information. He very 
seldom covers events himself because he doesn't want to be killed. 

Mr. Manson had made specific proposals to the Agency in order to improve 
the public relations set-up and he believed that they were being put into effect . 

Meeting adjourned 5120 P. M. 
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J,J. ERIC.AN ZIC IST EHERG:! C7 comTCIL 

MI roTES OF HEETING OF EXECUTIV! COi.-!MITTEE 

Harch 23, 1948 

A meeting of the K.~ccutive Committee of the Amerlc~ Zionist Emergenc~ 
Council was held on Tuesday, Harell 23, 1948, at 4:00 P.r:., at 342 Ua.dison 
Avenue, He,:r Yorl City. 

PBESEHT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (:1 res!di ."1g), :.rr , ':o c0s P. Epstein, Nathan Friedel, 
Daniel Frisch, Berl Frymer, Leon Gel lman, P; ~1 - )1d um, i:rs. David B. Greenberg, 
Dr. :Eiilanuel Tel.lmann, Re.bbi Irving •. ille r, i·r • D;v";i d de Sola Pool, Louis Segal, 
Judge 1:orris Rothenberg , Dr. Jose:)! Sc:1ec!1t r:.c1. , 17111:1 '1 Torczyner, David ·Tertheim, 
Baruch Zuckennan. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Bev. Kr,rl Baehr, Dr. Federbusch, Ra.bbi ,.,. Gold, ,Iarvin 
Lowenthal, Dr. l!ordecni 1:-uroc.-, T. ResniJi::off, Dr. Ie;nnc:r Schtrnrzba.rt, Ychuda 
Tubin, Abraham Tulin, Rn.bbi Jerome Unger. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frc.n.:, Ar1.old I. Isrceli, -Tilliem Kaufman, 
Harold Po 1~anson, Harry L. Sho:1iro, Dro Ben ·anin Sh .:ulran, Joseph P. Stern­
stein, Abe Tuvim. 

THE DEATH OF GEDAL IA B . LI CK 

The Chai.rman ex_1res s ed. t~1e sorro •1 of t 1e Council at the sudden deo.th of 
Gedalia Eubli<k end euJ.obi zed him as a member of tlli s body, a lender of Ji zrachi. 
a ,-,ell-1rnown writer and a f o.i thful se1·vnnt of the Jc rish cause. 

REPO T 3Y DR. SILVER 01 TI-TE POLITIC . .\L SI'i'UATI01 

Dr. Silver informed t 1e meeting pf the announcenent by the Je,-,ish Agency 
and the Vuad Leumi re,:arding the estnblis'1nont of a Provisional Governraent 
of the Je,.-,ish State by 1-1..,y 16th. ihis nove h 8.s een made necessary by the 
current efforts to brine about a revision of the Assembly Resolution. The 
action of our government '-'as shocki!'lr;. For the mome t, no specific resolutions 
were int1 .. oduced by the U.S. A Special Azsembl:, could be convoked either by a 
decision of the Security Council or by obtnin. ng th0 consent of the majority 
of the members of the U. .• The fc.te of an" trustee:;l i ::_1 p ro:r;,os"'ls at the 
Assembly is uncertain, in vie,-, of the diff iculty to rall. 2/3 of the Assembly 
to any ne,-, scheme. This mny TTleon t.hat the :partition resolution ·rould stand, 
unless it too is re ealed by a /3 maiority. 

The Chairman informed the meeting that a meeting of the Actions Committee 
was to be held in Palestine on A-,1ril 4th. 

DISCUSSIO 

tr. ·Tertheim said that renorts in the ress indicated that the United 
,, • •• ~ ........ . "Qr.."'" c,i oni Rts have decided to unciert 0 1:e separate :r>Oli ti cal action. 
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He asked for clarification of their position in relation to the »nergency Council. 

Dr. Schechtman stated that the net-rs reports cited by r.tr. t·Tertheim merely 
indicated that the Revisionist Organization in America expressed t 1emselves in 
favor of independent political activl ties., The matter uould have to be settled 
by the ,·rorld Pe.rty Council. For the time being there uas no decision. 

Ur. Tuvim reported on the forthcoming parade of veterans to tal:e J.)lace in 
Net·r York on Sunday, A_ ril 4th, and on a call by the Rabbinical authorities to 
9,000 synagogues all over the country to hold mass pruyers on Thursda:,, April 8th. 
It was expected that very large numbers of congregants \'rill communicate ,.Ji th 
Washington on that day. 

Mr. Segal expressed di ssati sf action with the functioning of the imergency 
Councilo He thought that a meeting of the E;:ccative Committee should have 
been called immediately folJ.ot·ring the Americ, n s t atcnent on March 19th. Instead 
of giving his first reaction at a jo.:.nt meetint of n.11 Zionist groups, Dr. Silver 
expressed his viet·rs at a meeting of the z.o.A, on Un.rch Zlst. Q,u.estions such 
as the restriction of demonstrations to vetor;-t1~s r.nd s·'Ilago ues should not have 
been decided by the staff but should have been su'b:,i tte& to the Executive Cor:­
mi ttee. To enable the AZEC to be more res:_nonsive to or~anized Zionist opinion, 
he sug0 ested the selection of an Actions Comr.iittoe to meet daily. and weekly 
meetings of the Executive Committee. As a basis for an iraMediate p rogram of 
action, he proposed street demonstrations in -... m., Yorl: Ci t:r and in other large 
cities involving all Je ·:isJ1 groups, various non-Je ·ricll c ro~"'s, trade unions, 
and religious organizations, to drc..r1r:.tize the feelinGs of the American people 
toward the betrayal of the United Tations b the United States. He further 
proposed a march on Washington l"Ii th the partici:,ati on of delegations from all 
major cities. '"ayors of all :najor communitiec sl ould be o.skod to infonn the 
U.S. Government of their dism8¥' at the betreyal of the Jeuish people and of the 
dignity of .America. Steps should be taken to obtnin a hearing before the 
Senate Foreign Relatio s Committee. State Let;islatures and City Councils might 
be encouraged to adopt resolutions eJq_:>ressing their indi ation. Political 
leaders of both oajor parties, including all , rospective candidates for the 
Presidency, should be canvassed. Contacts with editors and radio comr.~entators 
should be intensified. 

In this connection, l!r. Sesal reported that trade unions were prepared to 
cooperate ui th us in arrPngin :> a de onstration similur to the one held in 1933 
when one million Je ·rs in eu York City d.et1onstrated in the streots • 

. r. Tuvim explained that t•1hile the marching parn.de •ms limited to service­
men, all friends of our cause t·tl 11 be a : ec1. to ass er.ible at Ua son Square Park 

here the meeting ·rill be held. 

Mr. Gellman expressed extreme resentment at tho attitude of the .Administra­
tion in repudiating the U.l. decision. He believed thnt t his just resentr.ient 
should be ma.de unmistakably clear. 

?.tr. Gold.nan expressed regret at the failure of the E_--ecutive Committee to 
meet immediately after the J .. ustin Stater.ient on :.fo.rch 19th. He thought this 
body should itself tm:e decisions on specific actions, and endorsed the proposal. 
for the fonnation of mi Actions Committee to neet daily. l,rr. Goldman also 
favored a mass demonstration inclusive of all ero'UJ_)s, and a march on Washington. 
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Dr. Silver said that an answer \1as given by him at Lake Success within 
30 minutes after the Austin Statement• and that this answer represented the 
voice of the entire Zionist 1-lovement. He spoke on H~.rch 21st at a z.o.A. 
Conference because that organization had invited him two months ago; had other 
parties extended to him equal courtesie~, he \•rould have been glad to speak from 
their platforms as well. He certainly did not play favorites ,-,ith parties. 
He pointed out that the AZEC has taken all steps s~ggested by Hr. Segal eAcept 
for the march to Washington which, in his opinion, would not be timely. 

He regarded the veterans ma,rch as particularly imJ)ortant because 1 t would 
emphasize our American patriotisn. The climax of the march would be a Lladison 
Square Park meeting where all ought to attend, 

Dr. Silver thought a. dail:r Actions Committee lrould not be helpful. The 
business of the Executive Committee is to defir.e :policies and outline ideas for 
action. The execution of this rrograrn should be left to the staff. If more 
meetings were essential, the Executive could. n ce t weekly, even if not all members 
could attend. Between l-tarch 19th a"'ld March 23_·o, four meetinf~ s took ylace e.t 
the Je1-rish Agency, thereby raak:J.ng it im,osoi blo for him to attend a meeting of 
the Executive Committee. Dr. Silver then proceeded to report en some of the 
work done lately in Ne,-, York and \1ashington. 

Mr. Tulin suggested that the fate of the D.P. 's and of Jews in oriental 
countries be again emphasized in our uorl::. It is necesoary to remind the 
Government and the people that a truotec~hip regime favorable to the Arabs 
and the l3ri ti sh ,-rou.ld leave the D.P. problem unsal ved. If. on the cont racy, 
the needs of D.P. 1 s a.re taken into account in the tru.st eeship proposal, the 
Arabs would oppose it. 

Dr. Schechtman felt that there was no p r n.ctica.l purpose in continuing to 
fight for partition. He cited Dr. Neumann's statement a few days ago that if 
partition be not implemented, the Je~-rs would dano.nd the whole of Palestine. 
In the light of this, he saw no purpose in :planning mass demonstrations in favor 
of partition or in the onnouncement of a Provisional Government for a partitioned 
State. If a dramatic effect were necessary, tl~is could be best achieved by the 
resignation of the Je,·rish Af!>ency and the substitution of new people and a. new 
deal in the Zionist Movement. 

Dr. Akzin said that certain oethods of poll ticnl pressure including mass 
demonstrations, have reached the point of di. inishing returns. The Administra­
tion knew that it had lost a great deal of s,/mpathy among the Je,-,s. Nothing 
would be gained and something may be lost if ,-,e overpltiyed our hand. He thought 
that whatever action was taken in America was secono.arJ to the steps taken in 
Palestine and that the longer the actual proclamntion of the Provisional Govern­
ment of the Jeuish State was delayed the ;,orse the situation would become. 

Dr. Silver said that the Security Council would be infonned the next day 
of the decision taken by the Agency nnd the Vaad Le11mi. The AZEC could not 
detennine fundamental Zionist policy, but merely action policy. 

Mr. Zuckennan felt that not enough opportunity was provided for the repre­
sentatives of the Zionist groups to deteroine action and that too great a 
responsibility was assUI:Ied by the staff. He supported the foimation of an 
Actions Comr11i ttee. 
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iir. Fri sch di 3cussed the status of the Haganah, the state of mind of the 
Yishuv, and the im::1lications of the American trusteeship pro:1osal . 

Dr. Silver explained the attitude of the Je ,dsh Agency as utterly rejecting 
trusteeship ancl insisting on the implementation of t;1e J)arti tion decision. 

Hrs. ~stein supported the f o:rmn.ti on of a smaller committee to pool e..x­
periences and ideaso 

Judie Rothenberg commended the work of the EnerGency Council. He thought 
that as the Administration ,-,ould sense public reaction, it uould realize its 
mistak:e and try to change back to the original sclution. He st g._,ested ·oint 
meetings bet :een this body and the Anerican Section of the Jet·!ish Ap;oncy, n.nd 
a committee to meet re . larly ,.,1th friendly no ... -Zionist groups and :personalities. 

Dr. Silver said he ,-rill try to carry a,1t . :r. Rothe:i.berg' s suggestion for 
joint meetings t-.ri.th the Abency, and that meoti:.:1,ss ,-,ith non-Zion.1st Jewish groups 
were already taldnt:; place. 

It ,-,as understood t' at for t:1e time ein16 tl1e E::ec~1tive OoMni ttee ,-,ould 
meet ,-,eekly. The suggestion of an Actions Connittee uas not furt 1er pressed. 

Dr. ~ eumann brought information re.,ardin~ an effort to surnnon a meeting of 
representatives of all i':l;.,orta-it Je :ish or ;ani z tions in .America for the pttl'­
pose of taking a united stand. All Zionist or::;anizations ,-,ould be ir ... vi ted. 

!'rs. Greenberg gave information ret-:;a di thA continuing friendly stand 
taken by the .American Associction for the United 1. ¥tions . 

• r. Friedel took issue with certain vie· s e ... resred by • r. Frisch earlier 
in the meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 6: 50 P .r,1. 

B.A. 
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.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMEaGn CY COUNCIL 

MI iTES OF HEETI G OF EXECUTIVE CC-U-ITT:sE 

March 30, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist crgency 
Council ·wc;1.s held on Tuesday, I•Iarch 30, 1948, at 8:15 P. o, nt 342 i:c!dison. ve1ue, 

e1:1 York Jityo 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Eeinesh Epstein, atan 
FriedE:;:.i., Daniel Fri sch, Dro Berl Frymer, Dr. Rarh nel Gold, Paul Lo Goldman, 
D~. Israel Goldstein, l rs~ Banjamin Gottesm ~n, Jud{;e Louis Eo Levinthal, Rabbi 
Joseph Ho Lookstein, Rabbi Irving Miller, t:r~ . 1;;._t!'l.Dn Do Perlrnnn, :rs. David de 
Sola Pool, David Wertheimo 

Rabbi ·olf Gold, Itzhak KalJ)man, Isaiah L. Ke en, I:iss Je --innet t e Leibel, 
Arthur Lourie, Elihu D Stone, Yehuda Tubin, Abraht:.m Tulin, Rabbi Jerome Unger, 
Samuel Jo Zacks. 

Dro Benjamin Akzin, Cerold Frank, Arnold K~ I sreeli, Harold P$ ;: ~nson, 
Leo R. Sack, Harry L~ Shapiro, Dr. Benj@nin Shwadron, Abe Tuvimo 

REPORTS OF AZ. C ACTIVITIES 

Hr(\ Shap!.1·0 reported on the rcti vi ties of t e ergency Conncil tn the a t 
week, particularly in the fields of press, SJ)8 .. er 1 bureau nnd community acti i­
ties. He drew attention to th.e concerted efforts me.de lately to place Zionism 
in an unfa; 01·able light, as evidenced by the editorial in 11Lifen, the Kermit 
Roosevelt article in liHurpcr 1 s 11 , the Dodge article in Reader's Digest c:nd others . 
All this required a special effort to enli ,pten the .American public as to the 
true state of affairs, wh' ch was being done, 

Mr. Tuvim reported on the prog~<.ss of tuo planned mass activities, the 
Vetercms march on April 4th ~nd the Day of ·o·uilization mid P.uayer on April 8th. 
Both demonstrations ,-,ere shapin up well. About 40,000 veterans -,ere eXJ)ected 
to march, and it •ras hoped that tens of thous an cl s of people 1ould attend the 
demonstration. On the D y of Pr er, all reli ious r;roup s wore cooner ting most 
diligently. The ZOA and Hada.ssah were very heluful, and he suggested that the 
other constituent groups be asked about their ,-,orJ~ in this connection., 

DISCUSSION 

Rabbi Miller informed the meeting that there was a. desire on the pa.rt of 
some business people in e,,, York to participate in the Mobilization Day observ­
ance on April 8th by closing their businesnes. 

Dr. Frymer reported that the L ZoO A<>-Poale Zion, the Pioneer l·Tomen and 
their affiliated groups, hua been in touch with all their branches ond had 
contacted their meMbership on the telephone to assure the success of tl e 
v·eteransi march. ltobilization Dey activity had not yet started. 



Dr. Silver reque ted Dr,, F7j"mer to e~ J)l ... in a reference to him in a recent 
Poale-Zion circular. After an ex:plan tJ,ti un by Dr:- :F mer, Dr. Sil 1er tool i.arp 
issue t-rl. th its propriety and veracity. 

11 ~ME C.AH VOTEl FOR A JE : SH STATE11 . . 

Dr. Akzin and Mr<- Tuvir.i reported that an or6 ani zation ho.d been fomed in 
New Jersey under the na"'le of II meri. can Voters for a Jowish St ri te 11 ., Sone ques-­
tions had arisen as to our attitude regarding that body. 

1:iss Leibel, Drg Si ver, Dr~ R Gold, t:r~ Wertheim, Rabbi Loo.cstein d 
Mre Stone took part in the dis•~us~ion.. 1he sngf estton ,1as m.1de th o.. t the Council 
disavou that organization~ It •ran felt, ho\·:ever, t1at this might constitute nn 
inappr,priate interference uith the e "e1~cise of their ri ghts by individual 
Ameri can citizens and that, since t _ e Ol'\:a 1i ation •r s entirely unconnected 
with the AZEC and \-.1ith any Zionist group, no acti 'Jn on the pa ... ~t of .AZEC t·rns 
called foro 

Dr. Silver expres"'ed re:;ret oYer tlrn press report '"' of BerGson-group propa­
ganda fo~ recruiting volunteers for Pnle~tine,, He invi t ed the constituent 
odies to acquvint their rn nbershii) ,.fi th the ha1m th~ch this propaG._,nda was 

causing the Zionist move·11ento 

The q est ion ,. as furthe ' di. sc l csecl by Ba bi i :1.1 ler _ iir. Stone, . r(t Goldman, 
Rabbi Gold, Dr" Silver, Mr. Iion~on, ii r. Tnlin and, I:r~ l·lerthein, :lo ns!ced hether 
the United Zionists-•Revi s ionist ri a: d the Ir·~un ,-,e r e connected 1th this pro1)a­
ganda .. Dr~ Silver replied tha.t as f ::.r as he t· a s mnre , this ,,as not the ca~· e. 

REPORT A} D DISCUSSIO • Od TEE POJ,ITICAL SITUA'.1: IO: - ·-------- - · - · ---- - - --
Dro Silver reported on the latest develop ent s in Lnl:e S 1 .cess and 

• ashin~tonQ The a.tti tud.e of the An eric[.,11 Governr·ent, c. s evidenced by 
i-iro Austin I s resolut ' ans int ... odured tl a t ;:- f ter 1or;n in t :1e Security Council, 
was most shocking. There i •as re, son t o ·o c-lieve th :it t lis policy did not 
orl ginate ,-Ji th the heads of the Covenu·· ent ·o t that t ey ,-•ere used by s 1b­
ordinatE::s and by special iuteres 'L s intent on bringjng about rui ttnfuvorable 
solutione 

Q,uestions and comm0ntr ,-,ere offerec1 y Dr. Al 1u , iir. Tulin, t:r. Epstein, 
Dr. Goldstein, Dr. Gold, I rs. Poe 1, r.:r. Friedel, I· ra Lourie nnd Ral>bi ·,rillel'. 

In reply to an inq_nt ry bJ R, b"Ji ' i 11 er, r. 
sultations •:ith non-Zioriist g1·ou s. Thou{")'i.t \;a 
of about 150 leaders in He York. 

Tnvim re o rt ed on the con-
b el• nq gi·ven to a conference .... , 

Rabbi r. iller believed t 1at s, .ell a conf ei·ence ,-:ould not sufficiently 
dramatize the feelin s of the Amei·ican Jewish Commurit:70 He visuaJized an 
extraordinary asse bly of 20,000 c,eleg 'ltes in adi son Squrre G rd.on, :i.'epre­
senting e·ery orgnnization, s.,rna1ogne,l0d,c:;e, distri.ct, and ch pter, uhich 
would issue a historic d clarution on behulf of the Jo ,,s of .Ame icac 
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Hr. i anson and 1 ro Tuvim voiced their 8p_) rovc1l 0f the suegestion nd 
proposed that this meeting be held on l-1ay 16tho 

VETERAf S' MARCH 

A brief discussion took place regarding the technic as· ect of the 
Veternns • i-Iarch and the Uadison Square .Farl.. meeting scl e uJ eu. for A1 .a:il 4tho 

1-!eetin.; adjourned at 10: 30 P oi·i. 

BoA. 
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AHER!C.AN ZIO rrsT Er~RG ~ .CY CO .. CIL 

MINUT-'S OF ?'EETI TG OF EJ EC'JTr~,.!., cot:::IT·~E 

April 6, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .Anerican Zion ·.st :Emergency 
Council ,-,as held on Tuesday, April 6, 1948, at 4:00 P.l "' at 342 ·:ad ... son Avenue, 
Ne,-, York City. 

PBESE!:"'T 

Rabbi Irving Miller (presiding), Pinchen Crn.so, J3einesh Epstein, atan 
Friedel, Hrs. Bert Goldstein, Irs() Benjanin '.'ottesnLn, l, iss Hadasnah Levine, 
Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, ~-lrs\l David de Sole- Pool, ··T a Torczyner. 

Ernest E. Barbara , Dr. Io Bo erks , R."b1i P ... 1· lin S~ :Be111stein, Arthur 
Lourie, Yehuda Tubin, Rabbi Jerone Un:..,ei·, Dr~ I :.;nucy Sch •rarzbarto 

Dr. :Benjamin Akzin, Gcro 1 d rar.k, Arnold K';) Isreeli, Hvrold Ptt ·:ennon , 
Harry L,. Shapiro, Dre, Bcnjur.·n Sl •mf .. r ,n , Jo$eph P ... Stem3tein, Abe Tuvim~ 

Mro Shapiro reported on so7~ of the c"Ct ·.vi ties of t .1e Erne gene. Council in 
the press, throu com .uni t.r cont, cts tnd in t e m, gazi.ne f~.eldo A concerted prop-
aganda c ro.e-n was nm-, b~ii1e cor:d, ct'3c1 6 inst the Ul , .. cci '>ion by the State 
Department, Defense _ art .,ent, t e major o l com:wnies, the Arabs anc1 the 
:British. Despite this arrPy of forces, some proge s 1~s being m~de in enlighten­
ing the country. Good t·orlr ,.,, s being done i ,·:ar-hiflgto 3 

A splendid job had been v.ccom!)li shed by th comT" !.l.Ili tie.., throu out the 
country. lfrny large mass activities 1,rere b'3in " cond. 1ctecl tl is very eek , most 
of them on Thursd t.y ni ~ht follouine the Day of !!obil_ ?Dti on md Pr£1yero The 
Ne,-, York Veterans I Pert•de har1. generated a ccriand for rini.lar demonstrations in 
many of the larger cities . I n Cbi cego and St. Louis i :n:i lur affairs ·1ere already 
scheduled to toJ:e place. In Los Aneelos, Hi ,a ·l:ee, - oston and :Sn.ltinore large­
scale activities ,-,ere being c rried on o.t the momez t? 

In the labor field, the Poale Zion had tr1:en thn initiative for a mass 
relly of the labor movement at the Yru1kee Stati lill on A} il 14th. The AZEC 
eXJ?ected to give its full cooperation in this effort. 

REPORT BY ?•ffio TUVI .{ 0 THE VETERA!!S' P ARAI'E 

I ro Tuvim said that the Je,,ish n.r Veterans had estimated that 50 , 000 people 
participated im the parade. Estimates on the audience varied; most papers gave 
250,000 for the march and 150,000 for the meeting in . adison Sq:u,are Park. A 
conservative estimate of those p flrticipating in the mnrch and the meeting, in 
addition to veterans, would be 3E0,000. In addition to the er York press , it 
-,as understood that Chicago papers had co-rared the demonstration, as did the ne ,,s­
reels. 
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1r. Tuvim proposed that a letter of thanl-:s be sent to the Je ish l·lar 
Veterans for their ma.@l:ficent part in the demonstration on April 4th. }.PPROVED. 

Ur. Tuvim further expressed his apprecintion of the full coo:9erction which 
the AZEC received on that occasion from the constituent groups. 

Rabbi Lookstein expressed appreciation for the work of the AZEC staff, 

Dr. Schwarzbart said reports from the !JP camps inc'.i cc.t ed the feeling that 
they were being let do m by American Jet·rr-J. He sugbested the sending of material 
on the parade and of a message that would help to lift thej. r mo role. 

__ BEP _____ O __ BT___,.B .... Y.,;;_,_M;.;;.;R .... s _I ___ S;;.;,:.REE= ..... L--!;;;_,.;O;.;..;.._D....;A'"-Y;..,_;.O.;.;..F....;?._;;O:S II,I ZATI 0 Af D FRAYER ---
MrCJ Isreeli said the project had originated "1th the Union of Orthodox 

Rabbis teho called together rerJresentatives of vnrinus organizations, l1 r. Isreeli 
:''dpresenting the Council, for a day of preyer and intercession for Palestine. 
The ia zraJhi was especially active in this matter, nnd Dro Silver was al so con­
sulted.. Tbe Synagogue Counci_ of America, whicl1 reJ>resents orthodox as well as 
conservative and refonn congregations 0 joined in this project. As a result, over 
8,000 synagogues and 1,400 ra,.:bis in va:dou s communities \!ere cooperating on this 
projecto in many neighborhoods work 1.-1as being st01_)1)ed and businesses closed on 
that day at 4.00 oiclock . Sco~es of manufact~rers an0 manufacturer j nssocia,.. 
tions cooperated in this rega:td.o Postnl cards uere bein distributed to the 
synagogu-=3s for the sending of protests to ·lashin ton, and many communities and 
synagogu.es were printing their o n cv.rds. 

,tany places out side 1 e .' Yor1- ,. ere even more active than Nel1 York. A parti­
cularly gratif., ing f aature t•ras the unprece,dented solidarity of the different 
rabbinical groups which were coc:perating on this pro ,osal:i The Ai1.1deh was also 
very helpful<) 

In conclusion, Hr~ Isreeli reported on the rabbini.col convoca ion and 
service held. in the Anshe Chesed Sy agogue in eu York wi h the participation 
of Dr. Silver. 

1r. Cruso suggested that in addition to individual protests, collective 
resolutions of prates mi 1t be adopted by co1grngations. 

rs., Bert Goldstein asked whether it , as conter1pla ed to extend the 
religious demonstration to the churches as • ell Mr? Sh pi ro replied that in 
some places Christian ministers wer0 going 0 particioa e in he Jedsh services . 
Rabbi iller said that churches might set aside a Sunday to hold spec1 1 services. 

r. Shapiro said that the Prayer Dny services iOuld receive good news 
coverage and possible editorial comment. 

Mr. Lourie re orted on the political situation, including n review of the 
recent Security Council meetings, American roposals for a trusteeship and a 
truce, activities of the mr Palestine Commission, nd. the activitios of the 
American Section of the J'ewish Agency. 

Rabbi Lookstein, Mrs. de Sola Pool, Numa Torez, ner, Dr, Akzin, 
Dr. Schwarzbart, Rabbi Miller, :Beinesh Eps ,ein, :Pinchas Cruso, Na.tall Friedel 
and Mrs. Bert Goldstein partfcipated in the discussion of this report. 
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Mrs. Pool asked whether the group of organizations led by the .American 
Association for the United rations was still active in its support of the UN 
decision. Mr. Shapiro confirmed this facta 

Ra bi Lookstein said the situation in Jerusalem should be given scrio~s 
attention. Christian sentiment should be aroused over the safety of Jerusolen . 

Mro Shapiro infonned the meeting regarding the steps t nken in this m tter. 

THE MARCH ON WASH! i!GTO 

Mrso Bert Goldstein thought that something should be done to tndicate that 
the march on Washiagton being organized by certain groups for April 15th was not 
in any way connected with the Zionist moven ent . I ·erh aps this result could be 
achieved by org~nizing some similar activity on our o~n . 

Rabbi Miller and Mr, Shapiro concurred. in thinKing tha t while no such 
demonstration could be organized prior to April 15th, it was clear to the 
public that the Zionist movement was unconnect ed \dth the 11 -Iarch" planned for 
that dnye 

TELEGRAM FRO Jm I SH CO . TY com CIL OF AIFA 

Rabbi Miller read a telez r om wh ich had just b en r eceived from the J ewish 
Community Council of Haif ae I t cont ·ned a plea from the parents of tl os e 
imprisoned in Kenya. Mr,, Lourie said t hat the mat r h ad DJ.ret"dy been t nken 
up by the Agency ; he British were quite obdur ,. e i n refus ing t o releas e the 
detainees before th eir troops woro r cmov 0.d f rom P l ost i c on Au 1st 1st . 

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 P. H. 



CONFIDmTIAL NO. 124 

AMElUC.AN ZIONIST JMEBGFNCY CO'ChlCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE OOMMt TTEE 

'(Jointl7 with American Section of Jewish Agency for Palestine) 

April 27, 1948 

A joint meeting of the Executive of the .American Zionist :Flnergency Council 
with the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish Agency ,-,as ~1eld on 
Tuesday, April 27th, at 8:15 P.M. at the office of the Jewish Agency for · Pales­
tine, 16 East 66 Street, Ne\>r York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba tlillel Silver (presiding), Dr. ah.um Goldmann, Urs. Samuel W. 
Halprin, Dr. lmanuel Neumm.n, foshe Shertok. 

:Beinesh Epstein, Hrs. Moses P. Epstein, Natan Friedel, Daniel Frisch, 
Dr. Berl Frymer, Dr. Baphael H. Gold, Mrs. :Bert Goldstein, :Irs. Sam Goldstein, 
Mrs. David B. Greenberg, Raboi Max Kirshblum, Rabbi Irving l~iller, Judge 4orris 
Bothenberg, Charles mierman, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Elihu D. Stone, :Baruch 
Zuckennan. 

Herschel Auerbach, Ernest :Barbarash, tr. and Mrs. Harry :Batshaw, Babbi 
Philip S. ~ernstein, Pinchas Cruso, Moses P, Epstein, Mendel Fisher, Paul 
Goldman, A. Goodman, Mrs. Benjamin Gottesmnn, Jacob Green berg, Zvi Herman, 
Mrs. Arthur Lourie, Dr. J. Liebennan, :Benjamin Mintz, Dr. s. Moses, Isaac 
Naiditch, Mrs. D. Rabinowitz, Jacob Rlftin, Mrs. s. Rosensohn, Dr. Ignucy 
Sch,-,arzbart, Mrs. Moshe Shertok, Miss Marie Syrkin, Jacquoa Torczyner, Yehuda 
Tubin, Abe Tulin, Babbi Jerome Unger, Dr. Oscar Wolfsberg. 

Dr. :Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli. 
William Kaufman, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran. 
Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim. 

Dorothy Adelson, Uichael Com88', Aubrey s. Eban, Eliahu Epstein, Lionel 
Gelber, Gottlieb Hammer, Simon Herman, Dr. M. ICahany, Isaiah L. Kenen, Arthur 
Lourie, Gideon lbiffer, Moises Toff, 1oshe Yuval. 

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENTS 

• r. Shertok surveyed the d~• s developments at the United Nations in both 
the Political Committee and the Trusteeship Council. Reports on thd situation 
in Palestine were given by Messrs. E. :Ben-Horin, J. Riftin and M. Oomey. The 
implicati~ns of the proposals for at ruce in the Old City of Jerusalem, as well 
as of a truce of a wider character, were considered. It was pointed. out that 
final decision on these matters rested with the li'btecutive in Palestine; and it 
was agreed that insofar as recommendations should come from here, the matter 
should be considered at a further meeting of the American Section of the Executi-ve. 

A tel~gram was rea4'. from the Washington office of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council regardi~ the problem of the recognition of the Jewish State 
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by the United States. In a discuss:ton which follcwcd, it was felt that the 
introduction of a resolution to tnat effect was premature. At the s~me time 
it Has agreed that certain preparatory work shou d ir.:. the meanwhile be undertaken. 

ARA:B LEGION 

It was agreed that the attention of the .American public sho'lld 'be focused on 
the responsibility of the United Kingdom Government in the event of rny pocsi ble 
invasion of I>alestine by the Arab Legion. It was suggested, in this connection, 
that a sy~tematic campaign should be initiated under the auspices of an ap1)ropriate 
body. 

It was further suggested that tl1e Americnn public should be enlightened on 
the detrimental effects of Britis..l-i :policy in PaleztiEe and the Uiddle :Bnst on 
Ameri~an national interestso 

FRmOH TRAD! 

It was proposed that a series of Freedom 'I-rains carrying rifts of supplies 
for Palestine be organized., .A.tt.,ention t-1as d'!.'n.,·:n to t h e f ~c·t. thn.t stt~·h r,i:-~Jposal 
had previously been consid-~·.ed JY the United J~,-·im AppeiJ. ~ znd it u:•.s -~greed 
that; a commi ttea of t ~1e ErcE- •'i B.1'.;y Council , heoJ.ed by Rab· i I-li 1.l~r, s~-(. :•.~;J. oxplo re 
~ith the United Je rish Appe~!,l. the possibility of positive n.ct i0_1 :£i t: .. H mattero 

CELEBRA.TIO~ OF DECLAPJ ... IOli OF JE~:I SH ST.' Tli: 

It wa s proposed that on May 15 or 16 a large rally be held in ~lff.r Yc,rk in 
celebration of the projected. decJ.a.r ... tion of the Jewish StatE: on ·t1J.at daiel> It 
was suggested that !'ep re sen tati ves from all commm,_i ti es th ro u ~101J. t the t..ountry 
be invited to this gatheringc After discus sion, it was agrued that no definite 
arrangement should be made until it was clenrly seen ,-!luit the si tu.ation would be 
on Jay 15... In the meantime; the cption on Madi s on Squ a:i:e Garden should be main­
tained and a committee shoul d be e.p~ointea to prepare a tentative pJ.Dn for the 
celebrations, which need not necessarily be limited to o e d.ayo It was agreed 
that a c,0mmiLtee to ·oe appointed -by the chain an would cooperate in this matter 
with the staff., 

The meating adjourned ut 11~40 P <, · • 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY CO CIL 

MIHUTES OF I E~T ING OF TH~ PL rur.f 

October 20, 1948 

CONFIDENTIAL No . 37 

,o.,. mseting oft~ a Plenum of the Americn.n Zionist Emergency Council was 
held on Wed::esday, Octobt::r 20, at 8: 10 P. I·. , at )4-2 Medi son Avenue, ew York 
City. 

PRESENT 

Dr .. .Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Crnso, Beinish Epstein, 
Dr. Simon Federbush1 Dr. Ii. Raph9.el Gvld, th s, David B. G!'.'eenbe:rg, ·~rs. 
Samuel \v Halprin. Pabbi r,,·a.x E:!.:-ehblu.rr., Dr -> Judi th Liebe:.:rr:an, r-:rs 4i Samuel 
J~ Roscnsohn, Dr~ Jo eph Schec~tman, Louis Sogal, Elihu D~ Stone1 Baruch 
Zuckerman. 

Ernest E. Barbarash, Dr. S Bernstein, l.fendel Fisher, :-iiss Zelda 
Funk, cA. Redelheim, Charles Ress, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Dr. -1 . 
Rosenbluth, Rabbi cJerome Unger, Leo Wolfson. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Elia.ht:. Den-Horin, Arnold K. Israeli, W:.lliam 
Kaufman, Dr~ Benj~~.u ehwadran, Harry LP Shapiro. Harry Steinberg, Joseph 
Sternstein, Abe 'l:uvim. 

ta·•10RIAL TO NUMA T0RCZYNER 

The following statement, to be sent to the family of Numa Torczyner, 
was unanimously adop~,ed: 

The Anerican Zionist Emeresncy Council records its profcund sorrow 
at the pas ing vf its noble aid devot6d member, Numa Torczyner . His 
death has created a void which the Zionist movement will find difficult 
to fill . 

urna Torczyner lived a full and rich Zionist life. The impress of 
his wise and sagacious ersonal~. ty was indelibly imprtnted upon tht3 
Zionist movement throughout the world. As president of the Belgian 
Zionist Federation from 1929 to 19i~0, as a member of the World Zionist 
Actions Committee, as a leadin pdrticinant in the activities of the 
United Jewish Appeal, United Palestine Appeal, and tho Jewish National 
Fund, his couraeeous and selfless loyalty and devotion have left their 
mark upon the recent hi story of our peopli;. 's ma.:·ch to self-realization. 
His steadfastness and p~rsonal sacrific~ ir. benalf of ~he welfare of our 
people were carried up to the moment of his pass g . D·.1ring ths co'1rse 
of h:s last sojourn in Israel he was ind~fatigable in ~is z6al to streng­
then the infant State's economy and resources ad to prepare the Zionist 
movement for its new role. The last months of his life must have afforded 
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him the satisfaction cf being privileged to see the realization of the 
age-oJ.d dream of the rise of an independent Israel on its ancestral 
soil. He also had the other satisfaction, a satisfaction dear to the 
heart of a father, of seeing his children follow in his footsteps and 
become erninent fighters for the cause which was so holy to him. 

W~ extend our most earnest expressions of condolence to his imme­
diate family and give voice to our hopes that they may draw solace and 
inspird-tion from the thought that the attainment of shivat 1tion came 

f 

within his lifetime. His untiring efforts and remarkable achievements 
on behalf of his people will remain an enduring monument to his memory. 

REPORT BY MR, SHA."l?IRO OH RECE T COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

Mr. Shapiro reported on the activities of the Council in the recent past 
in the field of press and radio and on its contacts ,dth the two major po­
litical narties. Early in September the C0uncil started a period of inten­
sive work dirscted toward sec,uing de jure recognition, economic aid, and 
the admission of Israel to the United l1 ations. Several memor8llda on these 
subjects were issued by the Council. Leading Jews and non-Jews fn many 
communities wrote to the President urging these steps, sought the support 
of newspa~er editors in their communities and of their local, State and 
national leaders in both parties. Administration candidates were asked 
to see to it that the Administration take positive action, while the 
Republican candidates were requosted to issue statements indicating the 
Republican nosition and criticizing the Administration's inaction. 

Following the assassination of Count Bernadotte, statements were issued 
by Dr. Silver and other Zionist leaders condemning the act. The comments 
of the press were generally fair and sympathetic to Israel. ~fter the is­
suance of the Bernadotte report on September 18 and the immediate enqorse­
ment of the report by Secretary ~arshall, our work was intensifie~. with 
fairly gratifying results. The Herald Tribun~ and the Times. both of which 
at first endorsed the Bernadotte plan, softened their position on the Negev, 
after the problem had been explained to the editors. Dr. Silver's state­
ment on the Bernadotte plan, Mr. Ben-Horin's article for New Palestine. and 
an Israeli Government memorandum on 11The Importance of the Negev to the 
State of Israel II were widely circulated. Many favorable articles appeared 
in the press, including a column by ~er Welles. 

The situation with regard to the radio is quite the reverse of what it 
was a year ago. Today radio commentators are generally treating Palestine 
news quite fairly. 

A number of interviews were held with the President by Jewish communal 
leaders in the course of his cross-country trip. In many instances, the 
interviews were not as useful as they might have been, owin to interfer­
ence by Mr. Montor. The President's attitude, as evid~nced by the inter­
views, was none too promising. A few friends, including Mr. Edwin Kaufman, 
requested Dr. Silver not to raise the issue publicly until after Yorn Kippur. 
But in spite of the efforts of many Democratic leaders, no favorable action 
from the President was forthcoming. 
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From the Republican aide, it was reported that a s tatement on Israel 
had been prepared and was r dy for publication on the da,r Bernadotte was 
as assinated, but was ~~Len i thheld. When the Council learned that the 
Marshall endorsement of the B rna otte plan was made without consultation 
ith John Foster Dulles, the attention of the _ re ss w s drawn to the fact. 

There followed a front-page story in the Times based on an intPrvie with 
Mr, Dulles. It was understood that Mr. Dewey was considering making a state­
ment on Israel. Such a statement might result in favorab le action on the 
part of the President. 

DR. SILV-.:JR 1S REPORT O THE POLITICAL SITUATIQg 

The situation has been dominated in the last few we ks by what might 
be called tr.e ascendancy of the State Denartr.ient over the President in the 
conduct of foreign affairs. As far as Palestine 1s concerned, thishesheld 
true ever since 1ey 15. Whether Mr ~arsha is p;uid din his decisions on 
Palestine by Mr. Lovett, ~r . Forrestal, or som one else, nakes little dif­
ference. Clearly Marshall listens to those who couns an unfavorable at ­
titude towards Israel at every t rn of the game. Un to the -prese~+, every 
approach to the Presid nt has be n unsuccessful, and app oaches have been 
made in the dozens, bp ews and no -Jews, by ~eo le closest to the White 
House and the Democratic Party. But the situ t ion may still improve. 

Mr. Dewey, evid ntly realizing thHt the government is not going to do 
anything about Pales tine, has also kept more or less quiet about it. hen 
the Bernadotte report first came out, Dr. Silv r wired r-,r . Dewey and Mr. 
Dulles in Paris. Mr. Dewey wired back that he had not been consulted about 
the endorsement nor h d Mr. DulJe a, and Du les wrot a le tter from Paris to 
the same effect. But there was no indication by ei her that they were pre­
pared to make m issue of that in pubic. However, the effo ts continue, 
and the Republicans fly still r -affirm publicly the r stand on Palestine. 
Should they do so, this would be m st helpful w th the Ad inistration. Dr. 
Silver had a long talk with Mr. Dtl es be foro he left for Paris, but he 
did not think that the time hRd com or would soon co~e for Dewey to make 
a statement re-affirmi gt e ~osition whi ch the Renub ican Party took in 
its platform. Mr. Dewey may have hesitated beca.use of warnin b Vanden­
berg not to deviate from the bi-partisa nol·cy, since, if elected, he would 
need the support of the Democratic members of Congress on forei _n nolicy. 

In Pris there seemed to be a disposition to postpone consider tion of 
the Bernadotte report until aftbr the November elections. Jud in.g by con­
fidential reports from various sources, the situ!ltion in Paris seems to be 
well in hand. There is hardly any chance th t the Bernadotte proposals will 
be accepted by the United l ations. The two-third.s vote is not there. Right 
after the assassination of Bernadotte, a sta~pede was □ tarted for the British 
and American delegations to rush throu h the report under the im act of re­
sentment. After a while · eople began to consider the report objectively, and 
on the basis of its merits, it cannot hold water. Some observers belie e 
that the Assembly will adopt a. resolution in gsneral terms, acknowlede:ing 
the existence of the Jewish St te, ~lling upon Jews and Arabs to si down 
and negotiate, and offerin the good offices of the United ation. An ef­
fort is now being made to P,et the Jews to agree to give u the le ev south 
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of the )let ·parallel, with the Jewish part of Jerusalem to be turned over 
to Israel as a trusteeship. The Jews have established their State, they 
control the territory which they control, and if they can hold itt it is 
theirs. It is thought that after a while the invading armies may begin to 
fritter away and some nodus vivendi may be worked out. From time to time 
one hears of discussions between Israel and Transjordan, but there is noth­
ing authentic. It is even said that the Egyptians have p.it out feeiers. 

As far as the situation in Israel is concerned, the latest flare-up 
in Gaza indicates that the Jews are still strong and evidently gaining in 
strength. They have greatly improved their position in the last few days. 
They have given a measure of security to our settlements in the .egev which 
they did not rr~viously have. And while we will have to c0ntinue our ef­
forts indefinitely in Paris and in Washington, those positions are no longer 
as critical as they were before. Important, certainly, but not critical. 
It is no longer a matter of life and death, If we ca.n keep on sending eco­
nomic support to Israel, then the thing is sett:Sd in its main outlines. 
The ?nly really itr.portant contribution that Washington can make under the 
circumstances is to give Israel a loan. But if the loan is not forthcoming, 
we will have to get the money elsewhere. De .jure recof)li tion and UN member­
ship are important, but the State of Israel can thrive without either. The 
important thing is to keep the State of Israel economically strong, and 
that is definitely within our power. 

DtSCUSSION 

In reply to a question by Mrs. Greenber~. Dr. Silver said that ever 
since the time when Dr. Bunche was operati ng to keep the committee e.ppointed 
by the United Nations to implement the UUSCOP report from going ahead with 
its work, he had felt t hat Dr. Bunche was no friends of ours. Later events 
substantiated this belief. 

Mr. Segal felt that not enough was being done in the pre-election weeks 
to alert Je wish opinion and to bring forth action from both ma,jor ca,ndida.tes. 
He thought that. should Mr" Dewey be elected, t he situation after the elec­
tions would be wc,rse than before, unless the Re·publican candidate declared 
himself on Israel now. He urged more aggressive action on the part of the 
Cowicil in the short time remaining before the elections. 

Mr. Stone related his experience indicating that Mr. Dewey's advisers, 
even though they thoi.tgh t Israel should retain the Negev, were opposed. to 
bringing up the Israel issue in the course of the campaign. 

Dr. Silver said tta.t he became aware of this line in the Republican 
Party ten days ago. As a result the Council intensified its action. The 
Yiddish press also expressed its disappointmP.nt at the Republican tactics. 
'fhere was still work to be done in this field, but short of public meetings, 
everything possible has been done and is being done wl th reference to both 
candidates. 

Mr. Zuckerman fully approved the work of the Council but believed it 
should have met more often before the elections. He stressed the need to say 
or do nothing that might embarrass 0 ··1r relations with President Truman in the 
next few months. 
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Judge Rosenblatt bel1eved that al efforts sho d be concentrated on 

obtaining a favorable statement from the President nrior to the ~lections. 
He thought that this mi1ht lead to a similar commitment from the opposition. 

Dr. Silver emphasized that the approaches to the President in the last 
ten days, and particularly in the last week end, ha<l been numerous and di­
rect and made by people very close to him, but thus far without resnlt. He 
thought that what we ~hould ask of the Administration was action, not another 
statement. A statement from Mr11 Dewey woulcl be important, first because it 
might lead to action by the Administration, and second, because it might 
possibly commit the next Presidentw 

Rabbi Xirshblum expressed his satisfaction with the very effective 
advertisement of the Council which had ap1Jeo.rad in the newspaners that day 
and with the work of tho Council in general . 

Mr. Steinberg pointed out that bef0re Co1mt Bernaclotte was appointed. 
mediator he had to receive the approval of t ~m Jewish AFency and of the Arabs, 
but that Dr" Bunche was appointed to sue econ. him without either Jews or Arabs 
being asked whether he was acceptable to the . • He questioned why the Israeli 
Government had not used its prerogative to dec1are :Bunche not acceptable to 
them. 

Dr. Silver said he would pass on the suggestion to Mr . Shertok and Mr. 
E an. 

Meeting adjourned 10:JO P.M. 

B.A. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

November 23, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held on Tuesday, ovember 21, 1948, at 4:00 P. :, .. , at 342 adison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Mrs. Sam 
Goldstein, Mrs. David B. Greenberg, Rabbi Irvinr, Miller, Judge Morris Rothen­
berg, Yehuda Tubin, Yehuda Tyberg, Baruch Zuc11.:erman. 

Prof. s. Brodetsky, Mendel Fisher, Mrs • .Benjar1in Gottesman, J. Green­
leaf, Berl Locker, Dr. S. Margoshes, Dr. Sidney Marks, Dr. Ignacy Schwartz­
bart, J. Torczyner, H. Weissman. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Miss Cohen, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Israeli, 
William Kaufman, Harold P. anson, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Harry Steinberg, Joseph Sterns en, Abe Tuvim. 

RESIGNATIOlT OF 4R. SHAPIRO 

Dr. Silver submitted to the Executive Commi t ee the resignation of r¥ 
Shapiro as Executive Direc~or of the Emergency Co 1cil upon his apnointment as 
Executive Vien-Chairman a~ the UPA, Dr, Silver ex-pressed his and the Council's 
appreciation for Mr. Shapiro's disti~!Uished service at the head of the staff 
of the AZEC and wished him success in hi new tafk. 

On a motion by Rabbi ~iller, it wa ecided that the Executive Committee 
accept the resignation of Mr. Shapiro with J een regret and with a profound 
sense of appreciation of the services that he has rendered and that the 
Chairman's remarks be made part of a formal resolution to be included in the 
minutes of this meeting as follows: 

Much of the success of the work of the A"'EC in these y ars of t r 
and struggle and unremitting effort is due to th . ost canable and un ir­
ing service rendered by Mr. Shapiro. The Execut ·v Committ e of the AZ 
feels that Harry L. Shapiro has deserved , ell of the Je iish peorJle b 
five years of distin uished service in the AZEC in the cause of t he Jewish 
people and of Israel. 

The Executive Committee expresses its best wishes to Harry L. Shapiro 
in this new and tremendously important field of parallel if not identical 
service into which he is now entering as the guiding professional spirit 
of the United Palestine Appeal. 
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Mr. Shapiro said th~t he ~eeply appreciated the opportunity to serve 
the AZEC. He was glad to work with this body for the past five years, and hb 
thought the! ~ ~rd wo~~d show that the Council had made a splendid contribu­
tion to the e~tablishment of the State of Israel. 

EL~CTION OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Dr~ Silver said that the Executive Committee had to elect a 8uccessor 
to Mr. Shapiro. He thought that Mr~ Sha~iro:s place should be filled by Mr. 
A. Tuvim, wh0 had been Mro Shapiro's right-•hand man in the work here through 
these year~, who was most intimately acquainted with the work, and who had 
serv8d as acting Executive Director during the protracted absence of Mr. 
Shapiro. He suggested therefore that Mr. Tuvim be elected Executive Director 
to succeed Mr. Shapiro. 

Mrs~ Epstein thought that before a new Executive Director was elected, 
the future of the Emergency Council should be discussed. The Actions Commit­
tee had recently decided that the American Section of the Jewish A~ency was 
to be responsible for public relations in the Western Hemiaphere. That called 
for an examination of the relationship of the American Section of the Jewish 
Agbncy to the Emergency Council and perhaps for a new definition of the Coun­
cil's functions. After November 29 last tJhe Chairman had put in the hopper 
the question of the continuation of the Emergency Council. Certainly that was 
no time to dissolve it. 1here was a p.irpose still to be served. But a dis­
cussion along these lineQ w~s timely now. 

Dr. Silver said he meant to bring up the question at a later point in 
the dtzy 1s proceedings in connection with the budget. However, t~~ Emergency 
Council would have to ~:ontinue for some time. He did not S\lggest eleoting 
Mr. Tuvim for a fixed period of time, but to carry on the work until such 
time as this body decided otherwise. 

BUDGET 

Motion to elect Mr. Tuvim as Executive Director seconded an4 carried. 

Dr. Silver thereupon formally invested Mr. Tuvim as Exec~tive Director. 

Mr. Tuvim sai6 he hoped to do three-quarters as well as Mr, Shapiro. 

Mr. Shapiro laid before the Council a tentative budget for 1948-1949. 
Compared to the previous year, the budget provides for a somewhat reduced 
program of activities, the savings, on the basis of an entire year, amounting 
to about t200,ooo. (Details on file) 

Mrs. Greenberg suggested that in future a copy of the Council's budget 
be sent in advance to the heads of all member organizations, and asked how 
the functions were divided between the Emergency Coun~il and the Jewish Agency. 

Dr. Silver replied that the work of the American Section of the Jewish 
Agency had not yet been fully organized since the la.st meeting of the Actions 
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Committee when it was called upon to take on additional responsibilities, and 
therefore only a tentative answer could be given for the present. Political 
activity on the American scene must remain solely the function of AZEv. The 
Jewish Agency, as an international body, could not participate in this work. 
It would not be the Jewish Agency that would go to see Congressmen and Sen­
ators, nor coull a representative of the Sate of Israel do that kind of 
work . Only an American organization could do this. That is the reason for 
the AZEC maintaining a skeleton office in Washington. In other fields, the 
American Section of the Jewish Agency, once its functions are determined, 
may still be unwilling to take on the job of the American Zionists on the 
American scene. Nevertheless, he hoped that much of the activity of the 
AZEC could now be curtailed. 

While the latest developments in Paris seem to indicate an easing up 
of the situation, we still have a long way to go before there wi be stabil­
ity, and until that time comes, there must be an alert orgenization ready to 
do the .iob whenever necessary. He hoped that there woul be no further need 
for the huge expenses involved in street demonstrations or Madison Square 
Garden meetings, but at the time those were tr~mendously important. He 
thought that the budget could be pruned down considerably in other fields as 
well. A reduction of t200,ooo from last year has already been suggested. 
It would be a mistake to vote a year's budget at this time. Probably a 
six months' budget, subject to revision, would suffice. Hes ggested refer­
ring the budget to a finance committee to work out the detail. 

Rabbi Miller emphasized the importanc o he work of the Washington 
o fice which he knew from personal experience. He believed that the work of 
the Emergency Council in Washington, not only seeing Senators and Representa­
tives. but keeping in hourly touch iith Washington nowspa~er en, must go on. 
He moved that instead of a finance committee, an ad hoc committee of four be 
appointed for the purpose of deciding on an approving a six month I budget. 

Mrs. Greenberg praised the work of the American Christian Palestine 
Committee and said that all who had had contact with the Committee, as she 
had, would testify to the superb work the Committee ·as doing. 

Mr. Shapiro pointed out that the Council I a fisc 1 yee.r runs from October 
15 to October 1.5 and at the moment it is operatin on a reserve set up for sev­
e ance pay. He the ref ore urged quick action on the • dget. 

Motion carried to appo nt committee of four to decide on and approve 
a ix months I budget. 

REPORT BY MR. TUVIM OH AZEC ACTIVITIES 

Mro Tuvim reported that since the last meet n o the Council, as a 
result of the very strenuous efforts oft-he Erner ency Council and its friends, 
both the Democratic and Republican can idates issued, stateme ts in our support. 
Then followed another period of intense activit to bring about action by 
President Truman repudiatin the position taken by the American Delegation in 
Paris in support of the British-Chinese resolution against Israel, It is known 
that the President sent a directive to Paris in this sense. The President 
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would not make a public statement regarding the step he had taken, but we in­
formed our friends, especially in cities with large ~ewish communities, that 
we ap-ryreciatAd what the Presi11.1:mt had done. There is no qu estion but that 
the President •s last-minute action rallied many voters. An analysis of the 
vote showed that it was the cities with a large '"Tewish population in Massa­
chuiietts, Connacticut, Ohio, Illinois and California that carried. thoa States 
for Mr , Tr·...man. 

On the occasion of Secreta.ry Marshall's visit to Washington last week, 
the Coun~il again was called upon to see to it that the President not be swayed 
from his po!:ii tion. One of our friends came away from a conference with the 
President with the assurance that his position would rem~in uncha1.ged, 

Mro Tuvim further reported that the biggest and most important of all 
conference~ planned by the ACPC was now in progress in Miami. This was the 
first tima that such a conference was being sponsored locally by both the 
Jewish and the Christian community, and never before had there been such com­
plete representation of organizations. The whole series of conferences would 
cost about $12POOO, of which the Council•s share wuld be 6~000. 

MR. BEIGIN 1 S VISIT TO THE U.S. ----·--------------------------
Mrs. Epstein raised the question of the action to be taken i n connec­

tion with Menachcm Bei in 1 8 visit to the United States. She understood that 
in certain cases individuals on the list of Beigin's sponsors were contacted, 
but this was not enough. Further action should be taken to offset the propa­
ganda th;,t was being spread by Beigin 1 s adherents. She \t10uld not recommend 
~ssuing statements to the newspapers but would suggest th t the Emergency 
Council issue a circular for the guidance of our own organizations. 

Mr, Tuvim said that while the Council had received many requests to 
do something about the matter, it had been able to do only limited things, 
such as calling peonle lim ayor O'Dwyer~ Senator Lucas and a number of 
State Governors and stopping their sponsorship of Beigin. He thought there 
was danger, if we took any further steps 5 of confusing our Christian friends. 
He, personal]¥, th~~ght that since a political party in Israel was involved, 
the Emergency Council ought not to interfere but ought t~ take only such action 
as the Jewish Agency would recommend. 

Mrs. Greenberg ~ointed out the danger of permitting the Beigin propa­
ganda to go unchallenged by us. She noted that a telegram from the Beigin 
fTOUp went to every member of the ACPC. 

Dr. Margoshes cautioned against hasty action and suggested waiting to 
see just what Beigin would do. Since he ci me here as a representative of a 
political party in Israel, 70rtain activities on his part must be considered 
as quite legitimate, and to fight him publicly before there was any provoca­
tion would only give him the kind of ~ublicity he was seeking. 

Mrs . Epstein said ttat since we know who Beigin is and what he stands 
for, the time to fight him is now before the mischief is done. 
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Mi·. Zuckerman supp0rted t.he position of Mrs. Epstei n a d moved for the 
appointment of a special commit ~e t o st dy the s i tuation am recommend what 
action the Council rvul d ak~. his was important not only in connection with 
Beigin's visit bu& also i n r egard to future activity by the Irgun, which 1ould 
undoubtedly follow. 

Mr. Torczyner elieved thats nee Mr. Beigin came here as an Israeli 
citizen, his activities here ar e t he concern of the Israeli Mission and not of 
the Emergency Council. Beig n as fired the imagination of the American people, 
not just the Jews, but Christ an Americans as well, but he will leave and be 
fo gotten. It ould be better not to stir up a controversy in Anerica around 
him. 

Rabbi Miller stated that the ~roblem before us was to stop the rank and 
file of the Jews from falling ~ictim to the nropa~anda which has been filling 
the pages of the press in tremendous advertisements. Stens should be t aken to 
counteract the raising of funds from well-r.1eaning Jews. Each l¾roup owes it to 
its consti tuents to state the facts clenrly a~d vrevent their becoming the raw 
mat erial out of which Beigin and his cohorts in AMerica could build a following. 

rs. Enstein moved that the Emer~ency Council and every roup in the 
Council send a letter to its chapters throughout the country warning them 
against Mr. Beigin and explaining "'·tly they should boycott him. 

Dr. Silvor said t.lie Council ought to proceed carefully in this matter. 
It was not quite clear to him whether the Council should toke any formal action. 
Other Israeli parties tave sent representatives here and nobody objected to 
their raising funds in America. Recently Mr. Sneh had come to America en be­
half of his party. Formal action by the Council might serve as a precedent :n 
the case of representatives of other groups in Israel. The Council could not 
undertake to sit in judgment on Palestinian nolitical ~arties. He understood 
that steps were taken quietly by calling people who had been drawn in, some 
of them unwittingly, to back Beigin I s !-8 rty. Others kne,,, all about it and 
still wm ted to welcome him. 1'Jlany of thesG ta.\;e been reached as well. At 
this moment formal action would be inadvisable and prer.1ature. If the situa­
tion ere to change, the Council could consider the matter once more. He did 
think, however, that the American Section of the Jewish Agency shouJd discuss 
the issue. 

Mr. Zuckerman asked why something had not been done to warn the Jewish 
press. 

Mr. Israeli replied that he had talked to the editors and publishers 
and some of the writers, who said the~/ admired Bei in . and there was nothing 
we could do about it. 

Mr. Zuckerman said we have a very clear duty to see that the organized 
Zionists and Jewry in general shol...-1.d not fall prey to tne pro-Bei in propa­
ganda int e English and Yiddish press. Other ise we would help build some­
thing dangerous that ould be difficult to brP-ak don. He therefore recom­
mended that a committee be elected, this comm .. ttee to be P-iven full power to 
draft a communication on behalf of the Emergency Council to be sent to Emerron­
c-y commiti •JS all over the country. This communico.tion should be an answer 
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to the statements the Beigin camp is spreading to the effect that the Irgunists 
were the only ones to push the British out of Palestine. 

Mr. 'I,·:oir1 believed it UJ1.fair not to distinguish between Mr. Sneh and Mr. 
Beigin. Mro Sneh ,~a1i;e from Haganah and he represents a Zionist party, while 
Beigin had stood against the discipline of the Israeli government. He thought 
it was an i:1.sult to compare the two and to conclude that what we do not do 
against Sneh we cannot do against Beigin. 

Dr. ~ilver remarked that he did not -put the two in the same category at 
all, but me1F;ly uointed o·J.-'j ttat a demand had been made on the Cou!lcil to o -
pose Drv s~eh because his coming here would be harmful to the Zionist movement. 
He q1..astio11ed whether we srto ild sit here and pass judgment on such matters. 

Dr. Silver said that he had no objection to the motion that a committee 
be appointed to study the matter in consultation with the Jewish Ae,ency, but 
felt sure that the Council would want the op1Jortunity to pass on the recommen­
dations of the committee before it truces action. He suggested that all the 
parties be represented on the committeA. Motion seconded and carried. 

FUTU OF AZEC 

Mrv Zuckerman moved for the appointment of a committee to study the 
question of the further functioning of the Emergency Council. He thought 
this question new required thorough study, but did not want to makb a party 
issue of it and did not want the proposal to come from his party. 

Dr. Silver supported the motion and suggested that the committee should 
include all parties. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

WELCOI-1E TO MESSRS. LOCK~R AND BRODETSKY 

The Chairma.'t welcomed the guests from overseas, Mr. Berl Locker, Chair­
man of the Jerusalem Section of the Jewish Agency, and Prof.assor Selig Brodetsky, 
a member of the Jewish Agency Executive in London. Professor Brodetsky thanked 
the committee for the opportunity to see the Emergency Council in session and 
said that he had come to acquaint American Jewry with the importance of the 
Hebrew University. 

Mr. Locker said he had learned a lot at this meeting. Some questions 
which were raised here were of interest to the Agency too. Speaking of the 
situation in Israel, Mr. Locker sa.id that the Yid.dish press did not always 
underline sufficiently the dark side of the war. But there is a dark side. 
A great many lives have been lost and there have been many other tragedies. 
But generally it is a very great adventure to be in Israel now. Palestine 
Jewry has always felt entirely at home. But no, the Jews in Israel look very 
well, are very proud, very indenendent and very free. The war is probably won 
and we are now confronted with great problems. 
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: .. t the Actions Com.-n .: t t ee meet ing cer tain delim· t ations of function took 
place, ar..d he was glad t. o say tnat t his has not l ed to an;r es t rangement between 
the Jewish Agency and the govfl!rnment . The two bodies cooperate very closely. 
Immigration i s mainly the Agency's concern. I t is a great t ask. 

ThuG f a~' , we have taken in during the year about 85,000 to 90,000 people, 
the greatest imm:l.grati on that Palestine has had i n all the years . There was no 
year like i t under the mandate. We never had more than 65,000 --- t hat was in 
1935. By the end o thi s year we mey- ha ve 130,000, because in the next few 
weeks we have to take in 40,000 or .50,000 Jews , 20,000 of whom are f rom Bulgaria. 
About 4,500 are corning from Yugosla,ri a . 3j000 f rom Czechoslovakia. About 5,000 
from the camps are in Marseilles. Polish Jews are coming in sma.11 numbers. 
Some thousands will a rrive from the camps in addition to those now in Marseilles. 
On top of t his we now have the problem of Ch inai where some 13,000 people are 
involved. North African Jews are now on the move. This crea tes great problems 
of finance and tra.nsportation. Though t he JDC pays transportation from most of 
the countries, it does not PB¥ for all of t hem, nota.bly not for transportation 
from Arab countries. We now have t he problem of tr?. nsferring 3)500 people from 
Aden by air. There is the question of housing -- a very difficult question. 
It is primarily a question of money. For rc oney we have to look to American 
Jewry, and Amer ican Jewry must be united for t hi s purpose. It must have a 
strong Uni t ed Palestine Ap1:1eal, a strong United Jewish A-pr.eal. 

Meeting ad journed 5:45 P. J! . 

B.A. 




