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_DAY 0.F PRO'fES'11, PB.AYER. klJ'D INTERCESSION FOR FA1,ESTINE 

For Further Infonnation Call~ 
Harold Manson 
342 i-In1ison Avenue . Room 14.26 , 
New York 17 a N Y. 
KCJrnw Hill 2-1160 

:F"OR RELEASE: __ :E'.RlDJI.Y , · tlUL ].,__ . 1948 

JEWS n/X,0WllOUT AME Rt CA OJ>SERrE DAY OF P'.l.OTBST, l'ilJ YER / 

AIJD Il''.J.1BRCESSION l!UR F.!\LES11H1E 

110~ TlIAH A HILL!CU i"OSTCAI..L1S Sb1'JT TO P'RES!lJENT TRUI'{AN 

COllNTRYtS L:ADI G RPJ3BIS C..:'LL FOJ. u.s . F.ET!JRlJ TO SUP?ORT or ur DECISIOlT 

-----
Ne"1:1 York, April 8 -- The .American Je,•1ish connnnn;.ty held snecial services 

of intercess- Jn for Palestine this evening (Th1 ·sdLJy, April 8, 1948), iving 

exprussion to the Je,vis.~ people's indignation over the TJ.S~ Government1 s reversal 

of :policy on Falestin9 a'ld offering prayer for the embattled Je"1:1S of the Holy 

Land. 

tvery r abbinical c:nd Jeu:l sh cong regn.tirma1 organi z-o.tion of America parti

cipated in this nation wj ,:,e mobilization, includi ur, the Synrigoeue Council of 

Ame:.-1.ca, the Central Con.ference of Ame1·ican Rabe,i:::, the Rabbinical Assembly of 

America, the Rabbinical Council of Am-arica , the Uriion of Americc1n Hebrew Con

gregations, the Union of Orthodox Co~gregBti on s of America, the Uni tcd Synagogues 

of .America, the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of America and Crmada, Aguduth Isr['..el of 

America, the Mizrachi Or~c:nizc:..ti on of Americc1, the Nation.al Cou1-cil of Yo 1.mg 

Israel, Vaad Ha-rab0nim of Mei·/ York, Poele Agnduth Isrci.el, Zeirc-Agudath Israel, 

Hapoel Hamizrachi, Hashoner Hada.tl, tiie ,tomen's lrizrachi Organlzation and the 

(more) 
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In the New York metropolitan a rea a l Rrge nun1ber of manufact urers and 

businessmen closed t heir fectories and plr.ces of bnsi ness at 4:00 P.::e in 

order to enable th.ei r ,-.rorl:ers to arrive at their respective syna gogues at an 

early hour,. In most instances, services were held in the late e.ftemoon or 

in the early eveni ngo 

• 
Nore Than a. M:l.lU.o!l Po stcard.s Sent _ to Pre.sidont Trt\lUan Prote ~ti r_g 11 Betra~~a1" 
On Palestine., 

Synagogues throu ghout the countrs distrit1ted to their ,-10rshi!Jers post

ce,rds addressed to Precid.ent Truruan ,-hich read: "As an American Jew who loves 

our country and is prou.d of its de;~wc rr-1.tic herttoge n.nd. ideals" I ,-:as outraged 

at the sudden repudiation by your b-dministration of t he United r ations decision 

on Palestine, which our Governmflnt he.d .. rnlped to achi eve. It is ui th deep 

regret that I must e~, ress m:r sens<' of dJ. sillusionment with your administration, 

Mr. President, been.use of this ·oet :cvyal of Jewil:lh ho-p es, of the United Nations 

and of your o,-m pledges~ I ~u:p:port the ~re· .. t sh ~tat e and fervently hope that 

your administration ~ill heed t 1"e ,oice of th e :people on this vital question." 

It was estimated that mo re thun a million of t hese postcards were mailed 

to the :?resident .. 

Jewish religious orgonizations in Palentine, En ,.31 0.nd, South Africa, 

Australia and Canada also held special serv·:ces, glvinc the day of prayer 

and p rotest a world-wid.e charucter. 

Rabbi 1-ilton Steinber.o; C,lls Unon U"S-> Government _to . Petr·t eve its I-iisstep. 

In their sermons~ t~1e leading rabbis of t he country joined in denouncing 

the Administration's repudiation of its pledges and obliGations regaraing 

Palestine and called for a ret1m to t he support oft e United Nations decision 

of November 29, 1947. 

Rabbi Milton Stei 1bere, of the Park Avenue Syna,.:>ogue, declaredi 11Many 

harsh things can rightfully be s2id concerni~g our country 1 s reversal of 



position on tlle Part~tion of Palestine: tbrt it i~ shoddn1;:: in i.ts cap:i.ci.ouc

ncss; unconsclonabl~ :n its abc1.ndcnments G.11der the thrf'at of fo:.~ce. of a 

cunrse ca:·efully wt!gted. and deliberc-,tely ad01,ted as the ri,:s}·t; brutal in -\.ts 

de~ertion of the D11P. 1s ro~ting in their int :nni:H~nt camps and of Je\:ish 

Palestine fighting for its exi ster,. ce, wan ton in the da'i'age it h~s inflicted 

on the Uf) v; l1nm.' linti.ng in its besm: rcLins of ArJer:; can hvnor aud prestige; 

a bad poll ti cal ·o~rgain in that it l1as won fr-,r our ccuntry only the undeJ)end-· 

able~ mercenary friendshi-;:> of the A:cc:bs, a fr~r r.cs .1.p alwa.rs av::1.ilable to us 

so long as the weather remHi.a~ f ,?.ir &nd we h ~ve Lone;t to s pe11d; and, finally, 

stu.'J)id., beiL.g that kind of po:it:ca.l move of 1orliicL TalJe.)'ra!1a. once said 

mordantly: 'It is worse t:1an a :r!.:ne it i2 a bl,,_-ridcr. ! 

"But the one propori t:1 on wh!c\ n1ost -E:-c._·1i res to be pron.oul"l.ced and acted 

upon i 3 t:iat this misstep -- whethe.r it be sin, "hl;mder or both --- can and 

must be retrleved. 

:,It mu.st be retrievedJ in the fi r :1 t ~-nstr:\ll~e. for the sake of those tens 

of t:bousfu'1.ds of Jewish 1omele~~ to \ihor4 PaJ estine is the sole hope of a home, 

whose plight President Truman reccgni zed over two years a{;O but has forgotten 

sirce; and, in the second instancei for the sake of t:iose Jews who tru ting 

the nations of the worlrl, America among tl:em,have devoted their lives to 

1 ,yir.g the f01.1ndo.tions of a prcgressi·re, democratic Je\-1ish state in Palestine. 

1 lost of all, it mt st be retrieved for the sake of the United :Nations, 

that i t:3 <.lecis~ ms m&y not be put to mock ond mank: ·. d= s hope of peaceful 

ad.judicn.tion of intern~ti0nal di5I.1tes fr ,1strated. 

"The misstep ~ fina]ly, mnsc be retri"ved for.Aro r5.c-:i's sake, that our 

country's ple~ed work shall not be set for sa.le in return for oil concessions, 

that its detennir.ation may not be shewn so wecik as to be 5-ATa.;;, ed by the threats 

of anyone, that its goor.. reyiute :1::::id mo.rel integ.dty mJ.y ·oe vin1icFtted before 

all the world. 
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"Thsn our democracy there is, as Lincolu taught us, no better hope for 

all the world -- pro Yi <l ed .America remains true to its 'best self in all things, 

in this crucial matter of Palestine not least of all. 11 

Rpbbi Irving Mil)Q Says u~~ Goven1ment 1~Tew" Palestine :Policy _ i. s Threat 
to Dcmocrac,z. 

Rabbi Irving ~1iller, Chainum of the Administra.t i ve Counc5.l of the Zionist 

Organization of Arr.erica, speal:ing at tle ConGrecation Son s of Israel, Woodmere, 

Long Island said: 11 0n this dny '>f r.!ob5.li za tj on and Prayer, we should concern 

ourselves with the moral und etldcn.1, r p_,t J,le r t11~n with t he political or 

strategic, azpects of tho l'alestinien si t ~i a:tj_on ~ Wn ut cor ccrns us is the moral 

climate of our country., And it is procisel:r in that resp ect that we are forced 

to give utterance to our '"'ense of shock .:m d dismay at our country's lnewt policy 

on Palestine., ror this 1ne,1\ policy nnst be viewed against a background of 

thirty yearr cf implicit and e.xrlici t support of the Jewish National Homea 

:Beginning \'Ji th November 2, 191'7, when President Wilson a])proved the text of 

the :Balfour DeclaratioT1 , ar~d end.iae on rfovcmbe r 29 ~ 1947, ,-,hen .America cast 

its affi rme.ti ve vote for Farti t:i.on, the record is replete with congressional 

resolutions, party pledges. and presidential pronouncement SQ Why then this 

reversal of a record of t hree dec".1d.es? Must all tJ i s give way to oil and 

profits? Is there a price at wr ich An erica's pli ;:;ht cd word and honor can be 

bought? Is this the moral climate in \'lhich cemocrFcy and feir play are to 

become the heritage of future generations? 

"There is yet one more aspect th ~t 1:mst give seri.0·1s concern to all 

.American citizens who believe in the .Amerj can \'ray of life(' In this strn.ggle, 

as in all other struggles, there are two s.ides, On tl .L e one hand, is the 

Yishuv which over several decades has bw.lt up in the M5.d.dle East an outpost 

of civilization and democracy ,-ri th benefits to Arab and. Jew al:J.ke. The Yishuv 1 s 

adversaries in this stru.~gls are not the Arab people, but R bar1d of feudal 
. 
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kings, effendis, and chieftains, led by former Nazi collaborators similar to 

those who were condemned to death b? our country among others a t r ,l r rn.11:>c r i as 

war criminalse On whose side is our country? By placing an embargo on anns 

to Palestine, by warning Je1.·1ish Go I" 1s in FaJ.estine that they ,.,ill forfeit 

their passports if they defend themselves agninst Arab attacksQ by creating 

the impression in the .American cu2.l for a truce that Jews and Arabs are equally 

the aggressors, and nm'/ by abandoning Partition , nd proposing a trusteeship 

which wo.uld make the nei g11bo ring Arab States JlD.rtj es to the agreement I our 

country - the world 2 s grea·r;est SJ.)Okesman for r1e;:1ocrac.7 - is t:;iving clear evi

dence that it has t1.1rned its ba.ck on the democ1·atic Yi r.:huv o.nd is collaborating 

with the Mufti and his ilk~ Can democ1-a~y thrive in such a climate?" 

Rabbi Levinthal Says America• s Last i,ro1·d_..~on Jewi. c.,h Pales.t~~ne Has Not Yet Been 
Snokfill• 

Rabbi Ir, Ha Levinthal, of the Brookl~rn Jewish Center, said: "We pray for 

the people of' Israel that they may be susteined in their faith and in their 

courage to establish the Je,.,Ji.sh State in P£t lestine in these dark days when they 

are forsaken by those who vrere their alliesi-1 their hopes. Verily, as the 

prophet Jeremiah bewails, ?I called to my friends, but they have betrayed me. 1 

"But •re pray, too. for our beloved Amer:: co., that she may regain her true 

soulg that she may remain fei thfnl to her idoeJ s, t hat she may not sell her 

birthright of r•.ational hO.ilvr f::r a rr as:J of ~)ottage or oile 

"America; as an exam:1:at of world moral1.t; , could indeed have mnde the 

United Nations the instrument for worla. peecco By her roversal on the Palestine 

solution and by yielding to threats of force, she struck a mortal blow to the 

United Nations, which has rendered it impotent as a se1·ious influence for the 

solution of ,1orld problems. 

11 We believe, however, that the last word of America on Jewish Palestine has 

not yet been spoken, and that the conscience of America will yet force thoge in 
authority to do justice to that people that was denied world justice through so 
many ageso 11 

- 30 -
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PRESS REI.EASE I rom AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Associated Organizations 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizcachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzait • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

JfOU Ir1MEDIA'i:E REI EASE --·-------------

.A.MEBICAN ZIONIST EMERG~{C Y COiJKCIL CALLS U!'ON 

PRESIDE!.{T ThtJMAN .AND SECID'.:'.r A. Y OF Ss:1.,.;.TE MARSiIJ\LL 

TO T.AKE Iho/1.EDIA~Fi l· .Ei\SURSS TO SEGDHE :P.ELEASE or 

.. - - ... 

New York, Ua..v 21 -- Immediate measures to secu.re the release of oJ. l of 

those seized by LebLnon from the American s-ljeams~lip "Marine Carp" were called 

for today by the American Zionist Emp,1•ger1cy Council in telegrams to President 

Truman ana. Secretary· of Stc1.te !,forshall. 

The Co1u1cil, \'Jhich speaks for all Zlonist organ:tzations in the United 

States; urged the Prest dent and the Secretary of State to II obtain binding 

gua:,antees of no further interference w:i. th Amerl can vessels sailing betueen 

the United States and I sraeL. 11 

The Council ad.ded th at if the Lebanese Govern r'en t does not agree to re

lease the seized "Martne Carp" passengers from t!1e concentration c£mp t·rhere 

they have been in tet'ned, and if Lebanese 2gree1r 'Jn t to guarr,n tees agmnst 

further interfe-renr.e with United States vessels is not obtained, "we are 

certain that you will a:pJ, lY appropriate ranctions eg0inst the Lebanese Govern

mente 11 

The text of the Coun.cil I s telegrom to the Presid.en t and the Secretc.ry 

of State follows: 

WE WISH TO REGISTER OUR CCii?CE...T.&T .AND EXPR~SS OID L.TIJi rJ.rAT ION OVER THE ACTION 

OF THE tEBAN:E1SE GOVEmsr.;E:NT I~ IDMOVIFG tt·:rT ill) ST.\'~1ES CITIZENS EM F.OG'TE TO 

(more) 
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Is~ F:'O .1 THE AMERICAN SHIP 11 ; rAR . E CARP" AND L.FfEBNI!TG T IFr I A co:rcr.::t:T::?A-

SUCH INTERFE1IBNCE BY THE LEBANESE OR ANY OTHER GOVEl-.N, ENT WI1H 'rHE FREEDOZ: OF . 
IiJTERI:TATIOH.AL CCM.'!Ul\JICATIO .. :S .AND WITH AME.RICAN SOVEBEIGl:TY, ·::E ARB EQ,UALLY 

HOPE...Wu"L THAT THE illH'fED ST.AT._,$ GOVERN?1JiNT '!1LL ~TOT J?E i.' ·!IT hEin.ANESE OR .ANY 

OTHER AUTHO:RITIES TO T.AKE DISCRB.tI:•!ATORY J\(E_4SUBFS AGJ ! HST .AMERIC.il.N CITIZJiMS 

OF JE'.·:J:SH FAITH TBAV.7.LT,!fG ABOAIID A:;Ef.!OA:T ·v~1SS'3J,S, HE LOOK TO YOU TO T.AICE 

IM IEDIATE ME.A.SURES TO SECU:ct:E THE :R~~EASE OF .\J,L ri,r~OSE INT'ERNED BY LEB!!.lj'ON 

IN THIS I ·CIDENT AND TO OBTAil.T Bil.Dil,G GU·\nA. r1.:EES OF NO FUF'T!IER I":-J1fEffi'}1P..71FCE 

WITH M-lEPJC.ti.N VESSELS SAILING BETWEE}1 THE UNITED STATES A:l.'TD I SH.A.Fl'..io IF 

LEBAf ESE AG:-=®EiiffiT TO SUCH RELEASE A:~:0 GU.ARA.l;TEES IS NOT OBTA! iTED, i!E .ARE 

CERTAIN THAT YOU .vILL A.FFLY APPROPRIATE SA11CTIONS AG.AIUST THE LEB&JESE 

GOVEID:t'itlTT. RFSPECTFOLLY YOU3S . 

--30--
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RESOLUTION 
---- -- - - -- -- -

,.iHEREAS, after nineteen centuries of national honelessness. the Je,.-1icll peo:ple 

has proclaimed and established the independent State of Israel; and 

WHEREAS, the Republic of Israel was created on the basis of a decision of 

the General Assembly of the United Nations, which on November 29, 1947 called 

for the partition of Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab States; and 

WHEREAS, the JeNish displaced persons, still languishing in the camps of 

Europe. will at long last be enabled to emigrate to the new Jewish State and 

there rebuild the:r lives in a progressive and dcriocratic community; and 

,mBEAS, the United States, the Soviet Union and other nations have already 

given official recognition to the Republic of Israel; and 

WHEREAS, the ne1-1-born Republic of Israel is now engaged in a critical 

struggle for survival, since it has been ruthlessly ip.vaded by the armies of 

neighborini Arab States, who are bent upon the destruction of the Je,-,ish State; 

and 

Wl!EREA.S. the Jews of Palestine are imbued ,·Tith the highest ideals of . 
democracy and ~re animated l)y the same high principles thi ch guide Americans 

in their devotion to freedom and human rights; 

THEBEFOll BE IT RESOLVED, that we. ________________ _ 

extend our congratulations and heartfelt gratitude to the President of the 

United States for his immediate recognition of Israel, and we look forward to 

the early exchange of diplomatic representatives between the two countries. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we respectfully call upon the President to 

translate our country• s recognition of Israel into the practical and logical 

steps which the :present situation demands, and that the United States immed.ic.tely 

revise its anns embargo, so that the embattled Jews of Israel 1'1~ bb given the 

opportunity to d.ef'end· thoir lives -- and their ne ,ly-gained independence -

against Arab aggression. 

(more) 
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EE IT FURTHER F.ESOLVED, that the United States withhold further fi nancial 

assistance from Great Britain as long as that government persists in providing 

monetary subsidies and military equipment to the Arab Legion and the other 

Arab forces now invading Israel. 

BE IT FINALLY :RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the 

~resident of the United States, the Secretary of State, and the United Stutes 

delegation to the United Nationso 



~ .PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Associat~d Organziations 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zi )n 

United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR I ". .:cI'IAT E REL.E..\.SE ---·- ·- - --- --

U,,S. GOVE~n EUT ASKED TO DENY BRIT UN FtJNDS 

WHICH AID ARAB AGGRESSORS 

- - - -
RESPOiSIEILITY FOR ARAJ3 LEGI GN ' T':1.ii.G:i'"S BEG':1S SQ.UAIDJ'LY ON 

G3EAT BRITAI1'J I A;.IBRI C.AN ZIO?iIST rr.:ERC:J iCY COlJiJCIT, CJ£ARGES 

1'Je,· York, l,Iay 19 - "The ime has come for the Un::.ted States to deny to 

Britain the meDns to supply Arab ag?.re--sors, 11 the k i1 ericnn Zionist Emergency 

Council today declared in commenting on t he 13ri t • sh Forei~n Office's announce

ment that the British C-overnment ,dL .. cont.lnuc to s ·pp:y arms , money nnd 

officers to the Transjordan Arab Lc~on and to t 1e annies of other Arab st a tes. 

The Council, \,.rhich speaks for the entire Zionist movement in the Uni ted 

States. declared th at the resJJOn sibil:i.ty for the Arab Legionts acts of aggres

sion in Palestine -- 11 for the lo~s of life and the destruction of property 

inflicted by the British-financed, Bri~ish-t oL ed., Britinh-su:pnlied and 

l3ritish-officcred Arab Legion -- rents sq o.cely c.,n Gre.-, t Britain. o • llie use 

of a puppet ls anny in such attacl-:s may save tL.e lives of Britjsh soldiers, but 

does not diminish Britain's culpn.bi l itJ~" 

'The Council added that "the United St t.tcs Gove~ nmcnt cannot be expected 

to finance indirectly an organized o?Jsln.uch t on a friendly St e.ta" l,or can 

peace-loving American ci ti zcns -- Jews and non-Je\·1 s -- be expected to contribute 

to th1.1 British-led Arab war to annihilate I sraelc "· 

The text of the Council •s st ntemer:t follo,,,s : 

(more) 
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On April 16th, Sir Alexander Cado 0 an, Grel'.t Eri tain 's chief deler;ate to 

the United :rations , made an official st0tement r0affiming previouo underta~cinp;. 

of the British Government to Hi th draw the Transjordan Arab Lel,ion f ror-1 Palestine 

before May 15th, the date of the termination of the British Handcte . There 

official undertakin6 s of His Uajer-ty 1s Govc111nent have been unabashedly and 

cynicc-lly brokeng 

The Arab Legion has not onlJ- r nr:iained i Palestine , but has both before 

and after May 15th e1.cr1gcd in ope!' acgrcs,..·i. ~n ng:' inr,t Je,dsh settlements in the 

area of the Republic of Israel, an well ~•.s in t: 1e area of the Arnb portion of 

partitioned Palestine. The responsibility for t:1ose attacl.:s -- for the loss of 

life and the destruction of propert~,r in:licted b.,r t} e :!3ri tish-financcd, British

trained, Eritish-sup:•lied mi l3ri.t.:.sh- offi~ered Arab Lef.iJn -- rests squarely 

on Great :Brit , in. The Eri ti sh Govenh~en t 's responsibility for these acts of 

a 0gressi011 is as great today as it i.vouJd be if t1itr: of t:ie British Anny itself 

had attacked Kfar Et zion, Neve Jacob , Gesher and Naharaim. 'Ille use of a puppet 8 s 

anny in such attacks may sn.ve the lives of British solcl.iers, but docs not 

diminish Eri t air.. ts culpacili ty'" 

Having sought to create the impression in Americ-m public o..:inion th!"l.t the 

Arcb Legion is no lonp;er UI1cler Eri ti sh co:'1mand, and having failed in that 

attempt., the Foreign Office in Lor..r~on no\'.r nnn•Junces thnt it ,-,ill not hnlt its 

monetary subsidy and supply of arr:1 s to Abdulluh 1 s Ler-1.on unless anc1 until the 

United Nations decides that the Arc.bs are actin6 illegally" Thin shocldng 

statement coincides with an official incpecti on of the Arab Leo.on ts positions 

around Jerusalem -- the international city to be placed under the direct rule 

of the United Nations -- by Brigadier Glubb, a British officer officinlly • 

assi:;ned by the llar Office to com- and the •rransjordnn Legion . Furthennore, the 

British Foreign Office ha"' announced thct Great J3ritoin ,vill continue to supply 

arms , money and officers to the annies of other Arab states as ,-,ell . 

(more) 
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Having failed in its nttcm ts at subterfupe, Great Brit0in has cvid ntly 

de ·idcd openJy to admit its actt ve partici ation ir.1. the murderous t.r.~r.~:.:lt on 

!srael, a state created on the brtsis of a decision by the overwhcl)ninc mo.jority 

of the United Nationo General Asoembly, and a state first recocni:::ct b,/ the 
United StDtes of America. 

'rhese facts sho1.1 ld be kn0wn by all; nnd the inescnpable conclu~ions there

from must be acted upono Grec.t Bri-+-ain today supports Arab aggrcs ion from 

T ransjo rdan, Egypt rmd I rnq 1-Ti t.1 m·Jncy l ·~1: c~1 cor.e s f rnlil tr e Ar.ieri Gan Treasury; 
with money supplied by the ta.-v:pa~·erf: of .:\rr.e:i.·~ •~;"'• 

If morol principles, hu.·ru:•n ceccuc;·, jun tL.: e in internationD.l relations 

and the ex~pressed ·ill of or.:;anizei m~lk:nd have no effect upon the Government 

of Great Britain, the time has core fo-r the United States to deny to Britain 

the means to supply Arab acgrcssGr8. The United States Govcrn1ent CLlllnot be 

expected to finance inn.irectly ~n 01·Go.ni;;ed on•"'- a1r11t on a fricri.dly stc:'.teo 

Nor can peace,..loving .American citizens -- Je s and nm1-Jews -- be e::pectcd to 
contribute to the "Bri t1sh-led Ar~b \•:ar to annihilate Isr:iel • 

...... 3 -
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• ,PJIESS REL.EASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associat~d Organziations 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Haczair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMXDIATE BE! iEASE -- -

AMERICAN ZI0lTIST EMERGmCY COUMCIL CALLS UPON 

PRESIDEMT TRUMAN .AND SECBET.A~Y OF S~ATE MARSHALL 

TO TAKE I . NEDIATE tlEASURES ':10 SEC URE RELEASE OF 

"MARINE CA:m:> 11 l'ASSEHGERS SEIZED BY LEB.AlIOH 

- .. -- -
New York, I-Iay 21 - Immediate measures to secu.re the release of all of 

those seized by Lebr-non_ from the .American stear1Ship II iarine Carp" t•1ere called 

for today by the American Zionist Emergency Council in t elegroms to President 

Truman anc. SGcretary of State Uarsliall. 

The Council, which speaks for all Zionist organizations in the United 

States, urged the President and the Secretary of State to "obtain binding 

guarantees of no further interference with American vessels sailing bet reen 

the United States and Israel." 

The Council added that if the Lebanese Government does not agree to re. 

lease the seized nMarine Ca11>'' passengers from the concentration cemp t·1here 

they have been interned, and if Lebanese agreement to guarantees against 

further interference with United States vess~ls is not obtained, "we are 

certain that you will apply appropriate saictions against the Lebanese Govern-

The text of the Council's telegram to the President and the Secretary 

of State follows: 

WE WISH TO REGISTER OUR C01'7CEBN .AND EXPRESS OUR IlTDIGNATI0N OVER THE ACTION 

OF THE LEBANESE GOVEBmIENT IN BD-!OVll G tn:ITED STA.PE$ CITIZENS EN K>lJTE TO 

(more) 

• 



" 
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ISRAEL FROM THE AMERICAN $HIP 11 t;A:EtTNE CARP" A}ID INTEBNI!TG THEM IN A COJ.il'C:.iTu!TnA-

. TION C.AMP. W:FJ ARE HOl?El!'UL THAT ~HE UNITED s•rf.T .B1S GOV.!ii:RNi 1f:NT WILT1 lJGT PEHIIT 

SUCH INTER.FE ... tENCE BY 1'HE L:F.l'BANESE OR J,JiJY OTHER GOVEP.Ni ENT \iTI 'i'H ':CHE FTJTIEDO:I OF 

DJTEBNATI0N.AL C0MI•.IDJ.\fICATI0NS AND WITH .AME.RIC.AU S0VEBEIGl~TY~ i·v'E ARE EQ.UALLY 

HOPEFUL THAT THE UNIT:EID STATES GOVEI<.NMlNT WILL HOT l"E?l~IT LE.BANESE OR iiNY 

OTHER AUTH0BITitS TO TAKE DISCRirUlO.T0RY ME.ASUBES AGAil1ST .AMERICJIN CITIZEHS 

OF JE1·1:SH FAITH TBAVELL!EG AB0AFJ) JCERIC •.N V~•:Ssin.s~ WE LOOK TO YOU TO TARE 

IMT!JEDIATE MEASUR"!BS TO SECtf.tlE THE RELEASJD OF .1\LL ~1acSE INTERNED :BY LE.BA.l~0M 

IU 
0

THIS IHCIDENT AND TO 0BTAnr BIN'Dil~'G GU~P..A}/1:EES OF NO FUEPI!ER I N'.2Elli?1{8..';'JFCE 

WITH Ar-IERIC.AN VESSELS SAILING BET".vID.i"'}T ~rHE UNIT]'.[) STATES A1'TD I SRA.EL ~ IF 

LEBANESE AGRElMENT TO SUCH RELEASE Af,rn GUARANTEES IS NOT OBTAI NED , lTE ARE 

CERTAIN TH.AT YOU WILL APPLY APPR0FBI L'l.'E S.AECT: 0NS AGAINST THE l1EBA:LTESE 

G0VEFlTitENT. RESPECTFULLY YOURS. 

#t319 ~ 5/21/ 48 




