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• .fi1 .1,"'C.i\1~ ZIO!,.IST ~ . ~J! ~ay JOmTCIL 
34:-3 ;.Iacli son ... v ....,nP.e 
li ew York 1 7 , :N. Y. 

BJJ TAL. . s AID 'I'O Ail.\] STJ T.ms: THE FACTS - •- -•---·- ·----- ---·-----

Under the title 11Bri tai..n' s Aid to A:;:ab St u.ten: The Fact , 11 tho Eri tish 

1nfo nn ... . tion Ser rices, nn of::i ciHl agency 0f t:ie Brit i r.J.1 C:'ovc rn.rn en t located at 

11 the answ rs t.j que &ti ,.Jns couce 'J.nin ..:: ri.t~i 1 is positi on in the present fighting 

in the lioJ.y Land., 11 

It is only fair th~t sor11e of the more s la :in3 mi.sstatement s i e...,.asions, ru d 

significant omissiorJ. s con tJj_r.ed in t h t-..t rel eas e be br0ught to your at t ention. 

1. On p t:tge 2, the r ~le1.r.c ad, i t s that 11 some 37 Bri t i sh off icers a.r e n.t p re cnt 

erving with the Tr, n ~. t~ordan L ·) • i.0J1., 11 The truth of the ma"';ter is that :British 

military personnel &e!'\ in;.; -,: t 11 t .h~ Lt-ti. ·Jn num uered, P..S of May 14th l ust, ubou 

Of this nnmbe r 3"1 are of'f5c .. 1·s :~:lie t!:e r es t con !=:t r- of wcosc. 1: oat of 

thes e offi.cers and CO s are me ,,bers of : lle re _::ular :Sri ti sh fore es (!ocond cd to 

the Legi onCi 

2. On the same page, the release, while assel'ting that 13 Briti h officers 

servine; ,,nth the Legion nre 11 private indj_viduals, 11 adds that they 11hnve been 

engaged directly by the Trancjordan Gove:-nrncnt, bit not with the ap1)roval of the 

]ri ti sh Government, just as a number of Bri t ens h t\Ve been engat~e<l by the Hnga:r:ah 

forces of the Jc,1s." Thi8 .:. s n. t;rossly mislcadin,J st ater. ent. The 11Hagonoh 

forces" are nei.ther fir. 3n ced bv t '1. o B:-itish Tj:0rsucy nor equipped by the British 

anny, but the Tr&11s.1o r dan Legi nn -t s so fin:inced nd equi.; ped. In tho ci.rcum­

stonce(', the ano.logy bet,,,een the He anah and the Legion will hardly holc.1• As 

for individual Britons joining the Tro.nsjordan Legion allegedly without the 

approval of the Brlti3h Governm ent, ~e at t ach here•ith a coy of a British anny 

circular, issued on February 26, 1948 by the Headquarters of the Firnt l3ri tish 

Division in Saro.fend, Palestine. This circular shows that tho :Sri t1.sh o.nny is 
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s'JrVi11g as a rJc1uit:.ng %,ency for :British military yer3onnel 1;,ho ,-,iG.h to volun­

teer for the Tr"'.nsjora.an Ar,.1b Legion -- a p1:ocp,a.,Jro , .hirJ1 eoec fnr bc-:,\)nJ. nere 

It is srtltl that t¼enei·aJ. Glubb anu. other Eritirh military personnel ~erving 

with the Lee:ion go through the fo.nne.li ty of resigirn,t ion frorn the Eri ti sh Anny or 

from 13riti h Goven1rneut serv;.cec, \'1ether this is so or not, i.s irrelevant The 

t 1·.:m sparent neyice of a fo rm ul i·esig . ··,.t -L JD by collusi on of t :1 e part:tos concerned, 

so as to enable militury pe sonT1el to taJrc -p:.i rt in ageressi•~e campai.;ns, is a 

well~kl'lo\·m· :procedure ancl i·rlll no lon gr r r-1.e,.!o~.v e £1'\;y-'bodyo 

3. On the same page~ the l3ri tish rele:.-.:. 0e u1~,~.en the fol] m,d.ng thro'-- asnertions: 

"(a) There a:te :10 ]riticl1 ofiicers in tTcrusal m; 

11 b) Britirh ofJ.'icers have n Jt bP-en ·nvolved in fighting at all 
except for two persous ,·.rho we1·e in·vol vell in the et·' 1,art 
of the City of Jert:tsdJ.em 1:,·,J.t lvwe since been wi L 1drrnm~ 

"(c) No ]ri tish ofi.' cars h&"•lA been c,r are e;0 1Jlo.,·eLl in directing 
the artillery which 1 s bombardin~ Jerl1s-~lo 11~ 11 

How statonents (a) and (cJ can be reconciled ,,ith (b), mur,t be left to the 

ingenu:ity of the authors of the re1e3.se. Bow these statP"lleuts c n be reconciled 

with well-authenticated reports of Americrill. cor.:·espo'1.ll e 1ts re urdtnf; the parti­

cipation of ErigLdier General Glubb and other British officers in the Jerusalem 

operations of the Arab Legion is also cJiffi~ult to see~ 

4. On page 3 of the British release, its a-..th0rs sto.t e that since the l3riti"h 

subsidy to Trcnsjordan is raid in :pounds, not in dollars, and since the ERP is 

supervised by an .Americ~n Admini~trator, .Amcricn 1 s ec ·,nor.Iic aid to :Sri t ain is not 

helping the :British to ann the A1ahso The Briti~h Infon 1at ion Services should 

really creel.it .American new.p 3.per editors, to whom thair releases are ~ent, '1ith 

sufficient kno\•;ledge of element u"rJ,.. economics to see through so flinsy en argument. 

Americat."'t editors know that while pounus a:-ce r.ot al\1ays conv"ert.:ble into dollars, 

dollars are --easily convertible into pom1d~~ Nor has t.re fact esc, :a.ped their notice 

that if ne,-, funds a:.~e J)lace.d at the di~ponal of a gotferoment for \;tt1D.tever purpose, 

this frees other fm1ds of the s TiJ0 e;overnment for different JJllrJ;OSeS,:i 
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In this connection it is l1urth noting that the British sncnt one h1md:~:ed 

million pounds ($400, 000 ,0CO) or ahout 12 per cent of the last A1,1erl.0, 1 loun 

to fight Jewi~h immigru.tion into Palestine during 19~16-194'7 by milita1J cmd 

otner means. These fj_gures ,.,ere re1 eased on :.• uy 28 by Dav.id Iforo ·li tz, Undo_,_ 

secretary of the Treasury of Israel. Together \-Ji th a1m s ~UPT' lies to the A:i:ab 

States the fi 5ure may ·be brought 11p to about 20 per cent of the American lo,:no 

5~ In di scussi.ng the cu'bsidy to :l.'rD.ns,jo i:'dcm, the release n:.:tfuLLy avoids any 

mention of the fact that the G0vernn1e:-1 t of rrl'~msjoi-d ·m rec elves f rorn t le :Sri ti c;.l 

Government not one but two subsiaies: o:ie is pnid ia respect of the generru. 

government of Trm1sjorct.an; the other -- a muc!1 J.a1·~er sum -- is pai<... to provide 

for practicalJy all tl.Le expenditures of the Tr.~uisjora.;;n Legion9 It uill be 

readily seen that, \·:holly apart frum the participation of l3ri tJ.sh personnel in 

the Lecion, the British Govern.n(:;r:t cannot be acqultted of ultinate responslbili ty 

for the operutions of a mj_l~ta.!"1J w1it wh..:ch is matnt:-d.ned ~lrnost entirely out of 

that Government I s treasury. 

6. .Another slenificnnt 01nission in the release c0ncfnns the fact tho.t the en cj_re 

rnilita1--y equir rnent of the Trnns,io:rda.i."l Leeion i'" prov1.ded by tie British Anny an d 

Air Forcee As late as the middle of Hay 19-18, tihen t le King of Transjordcn 

pn.blicly proclaimed his 5.ntention to use the Leoon for an attrck on Isrc.el, 

new stocks of weapons and ar:ununi ti on ,-rere rushed from British arm;;" stoc~:s to 

T rmsjordan. A copy of the Mes~af;. E" of Bri t ·1. sh military headq_'.larters in the :fiddle 

East to the Transjordan Arab Lesion relat in6 to this 8h1::;:ment is atc&.chcd here-

wi. th,, 

7 • Since the release seeks to convey the i m~res £i on that tho mi J.i tar;:r opera.ti on s 

of the Arab Legion outside of Trensjo rdnn are. the sole concE'rn of the Gove:mmcnt 

of Tronsjordan, ancl can j_n no ·1ay be imputed to the B1·i tish Gove11.1r1ent, Article 1 

of the Treaty bet,-,een Great Eri tain and Trans.jo1dan, of March 15 , 19'18, is quoted 

here\•i th : 

11 • • • Each of the High Contracting Farties u.riderta'res not to r.dorJt . 
in regard to foreign countries nn , tti tude , ,,,hich is in .,onsi.stcr.Lt ,-1i th 
the Alliance or mieh t create di.fficul ties for the other party thereto. " 
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a. On page 4, the release tries to create a better impression of Britain's role 

in PeJ.estine by its :portrayal of l3ri tain I s record in the Middle Ea3t. ..\cc,, rding 

to the release 11 13 ri tain has during the last thirty years contributed much to the 

stability of the Middle Ea.st" and has assisted Arab States "not \)nly t·d th the 

means of self-defense, but also with loans for roads, public health, ir1~gation 

and so on.tt Even if true, this observation would have been irrelevant. Good 

deeds in the past do not justify despicable conduct in the present, Houever, 

this self.:.laudatory summary of l3ritair 1s record in the Middle East bears very 

slight resemblance to the truth. The notorl.ous lJart pla¥e.d by ]ri ti sh agents 

in repeatedly inciting revolts in Syria, Jebel Dru.ze and Palestine can hardly 

be characterized as a contribution to stability. As for British loans to Arab 

States "for roads, public health, irrign.tion and so on, 11 the "so on11 part of 

it may be correct. We are not aware of any l3ri tish Government loans to Arab 

States for roads, public health and ir:i;•igation. 

9. Comment is superfluous on the passage on page 5 of the release, in ,-,hich 

the British !nfonnation Services seek to create an utterly false impression of 

the attitude of the Arab States during World War II. The pro-Gennan revolt of 

the Iraqi Government, the anti-Ally activities of the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, and 

the conspiracy of the Egyptian Government with the German and Italian forces are 

still fresh in our minds. It is almost inc1mceiva,ble that, in the f2.ce of 

general knowledge of the facts, the authors of the releune have th.ou~t it possi­

ble to give out a version so blatantly at variance with the truthQ 

10. Nor is it necessary to dwell on the paragraphs t)n pages 5 and 6 of the 

release, which stress l3ri tain 1 s 11 impartj_ali ty11 as between Arabs and Jevs in 

Palestine. We refer editors to their own newspaper files, beginning ui th the 

year 1939. The British Government 1 s anti-Jeuish record on l'alestine is so 

thoro'1.ghly documented as to render ludicrous any :British claim to 0 1:nr,partiali ty. 11 

11 • . The l3ritish Infonnation Services assert that their government is "tr;ing to 
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~ct ]1 8 , ce in Pal es tine, 11 '"..iut they prcceed to J1lf10 o e United N::i.ti on a.e; t 1. u:1 ll! : t 1, 
• 

Chapter 7 of thL Char t er •·- action f avored by both the Uni tell Sta~ ..,s end t~ \e 

Soviet Union ,J 1ich woul d have de8..l t with the reo.lit i es of the ~itu~.t i. on~ ~ .. :.-.,.e-1 

ag_::; ressi on by the Arab States.. The releas e are:,ues Dg, inst a 11 h ac; t ~,.n decis i on 

alou __, tlles e lines , 

Tlie r e~son f or this J3;iti~h desire to avoid 11h cte11 ar.d to block Secu.r1 .,y 

Council ac ti o"l una.er Cha.I,t er '? is anJ~ aren t from the f oll o •ring di patch to the 

L ndon Ti.m..fill from it r Jeraee.lem corx· cm_1onrl c~nt, dated Mey 26: 11 Tl1e bombardment 

of the Convent of Notre D,, 10 .md !.1.ei.~hbo1ing ·o .u l dings continues. A British 

major o-! t .1e Arab Legion corn__.1ta d~ this o:per, L c,n and 0ther Brl ti3h off icers 

are i..rith h i"TI .. ' 

1:1P artbUtJent s B{;Ainst the v~go~"ous UN acti on :id ocated by the United St r.tes 

and the Soviet Union, which are contr.it1ed n the las t page of the release, were 

also presented in the Secu1"i ty Oounci] by Si r Alexand er Oadoean while he was 

int roducin& his go ve l'LI!l en t : s true e .1. o r-.ai,10.. Th e Oi11Ji en t s made on Sir Al e~:an de r' s 

statement by Mr. Aubrey So Eban, P.epi·esGnt a ti ve of the Provisional C-over:runent of' 

Israel, will be of interest to those who have r oad t h e :Sri tish Infonnat ion 

Se1"Vi.ces document. 

Mr. Jnban said: "In the course of this deba te, the represent o.tives of the 

Arab States and of the United Kingdo~ have echoed in ~J ost ident~ tones the 

excuses upon which the Arab StcJ.tes based t h eir r ejec t i. ou of the cease, fire 

appenlo Th.is rejection, and all the conseq,l0.:.1.ces wll ·ch flow from it, ucre con­

doned by the thi ted Kingdom Ropresenta ';i ve on the grounds that the Sec,~ ri '!iy 

Council had 1abandoncd the political tenns which the Arabs considered juot and 

reasonable. ' In this most illuminating phrase there is revealed t h e whole 

background of principle and expediency ago.inst which the (l3ri ti sh) draft resol t.r­

tion ean be aocurately 8:pI.)rai sed. 1Pa r an unconditional cense-fi re mid a c u~e-

• firo .conditioned by the satisfaction of poll ti cal terras are not different aspe ,t ,. 

of- the 'Saile p rinc i Ille They stand in the most complet e antithesis. Ari uneon-

• 
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di tJ or.al ceane-fire asse-rts the princl1)lu of -pet1.~e. It upholds tho ft'·.1d:-imc +,:\ •• 

doctri1J. of th1:, Ur.J.rter tha~ all mei::bers cf the Un:. ted N~.t· .-)ns s1 0 lcl t.: nl s ~ain 

fj•om th 11:3~ or threat uf fo:·ce in their inte at onal relations ? ~hat do t :i e 

is an abs;lute, an ir'teal whi.ch can. ... i.0t be c.01Llrrumi sec. or 'luesti :-u,u. or condL t • 1.,i:cc" . 

Or. the o"jher ha::1d, th.3 prorosnl for a condi t· oned cease-fire is an abasa1ae•1t of 

that hi.
6
h ideal .)f the Ch~ ter, fo-r it \l'phclds the doctrine c-f ~:ped· ent vi0l ")nc·e; 

the effi~'l.1.,y of chrer.ts: -tbe scvore5.gnty o:: m1ilat3::al fo1·ce~ ~herefore, the 

J.i fference between he 1esoi1 ti on c .1.J line f r an 'lli·lcondi tionn.l ceas f1 re, and 

the (British) draft resoLiti Jil 110w bC'fo 1e n -:- ~ is nothing less than the difference 

betwee ·J. t ·.c Charte .. and it~ t'3c.lt v·o1ati c~·,, Fo:i. the Charte'.l.· do~s not require 

member st8t cs to abstain from the threat er use of force only if the J>oli ticnl 

term .:- which 1 theyconsider iLtst nnd rea('!onnbi ar-e ta.'k:en into account,' · !n 

acl"llo 'lleagl.n.g tllat the Arab~ have no ab. olute dnty to bstnin fron nrmed force 

against the State of Isi·ael and Jeri sci.em uri .. ss they reap some of the fr rl ts 

of victo-ry -- a victory \vh.:.ch exi ·ts only in tl.e:5 r colorful ima ~ ning -- thi 

draft _esolution trnnsports us into a ,,-,orld far remote from the p1·incirlles a.nd 

purposes of this org['ni~a.tiono The Ara·os are no 1m1eer cul. led urion ~.o c.da: 

themselves to the will of the Se~u ity CoU11~il~ The Security Council is calJed 

upon to adapt itsel t0 the ~ill of the Ar 1 cltstes~ • • 

11 For the most parti Sir Alexander Cado z,u1's hi.storicol record is nothing 

but an uncri ticul repetition 0f the views p1·e·Ftously submitted by .Art.1b repre .. 

sentatives. You can search its pages in vr·n for the faintest si of neutrality 

in any single pointca Thus the Se~ur:.ty Co ·u.nciJ w~s P._:;a.:n CtUDinted with the 

terms of a truce for Jerusalem negotib.ted exc.lusi vely bet~•reen the H5.B;h Cota­

missioner for Pulest:Lne c::nd tn(' A:cab Leoeue, and nev0r communicated to ~Y 

Je,-1ish authority. The allegation that a trt1.ce ag1 eme1J.t had bee concl1 ied in 

Jerusalem, and was broken by the Stem G.i.o 1p :W.R arb:1 trarily prvsented ·r: .. thuut 

a single shred of eVidence. This tr11ce agreer.1erit and j t~ rJ.lcged no:a .ion by 

the Jews are so mysterious and occt,.lt in their origi11s, that no refe.::.~ence to any 
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such agreement can be found in the communica.tit)ns of the Truce Commission \·:hich 

was resident and active in Jerusalem throug):lout that whole :period. Thie al 1~.gatir-·1 

is totally un.su:_)ported by any source which could be described as even remotol:,. 

neutral . .Ar.d its rehearsal befo 1"8 the Counci 1 at this state can only serve to 

obscure the vital and e3senticu. f~ture ·· of the Jerusalem situation, ,-,hich is th, .. t 

in response to a q_uestion by the Security Counci~, the Provisional C-overnment of 

Israel has agreed to negotiate an immediate and. uncon<l.:!. .tional trt1ce and that this 

off er, like the Jewish offers for a cease-fire, has e;one by for several days with-

l:J, J..J.l the :ni sstator.;·! ents, evasi ons ancl 0ulis:-do21s ,)f the authors of the British 

Infonn c.,t ion Sc-.rvi~es st :1.te;1ent cam .. ot dj smise the s: rrmle f2.ct -~ho.t what is now 
~ . 

going c.:1 in PRlestine is, in tl;e ~-'ords nf 1·.1al •~ er Li:~)J);·.ninn, 11 the scandal of a 

Bri tl sb satellt t e army defying the U!rl t1.Jd ]fa.ti ens(:" 
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SUP_JECT:- Volunteers - .kab Legion. CONFIDnrT 1.AL 
Bee.dq_uarters :a,E.H_.~. 
1st Infantry Di.vi ~ion 
Tel :-Sarnf ivid :S.......:t41 68 

40/ME 
26 Feb 48 ~-----------------

Herewith copy of HQ, 1 Inf Div Signal 231730 B Ref No: AG116 
for your act:on as necessary 

From:-HQ, 1 Inf Div. 

Capt & Arl.jut, 
for Lieut Colonel, 

Comd Rc.E.i: L E. 1st Inf Div, 

(Sgd,). 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
COPY 

231730 B 

CONFD( .) AG 116 (.) ONE ~HE FOLLOUIWG VACArCIES WILL EXIST FOR VOLUN'£EERS 

IN IDME FOR SERVICE WITH ABAB LEGIOU WHEN BEORG IS APPROVED (o) OFFRS MAJOR ONE 

CKPT/SUB (1 CRPT GP) ONE CAPT/STJJ3 ONE C~T/SiJB (ALA) ONE ( <-) OR IHSTRUCTOBS 

TO ARA'.B PERSONNEL (.) ABM.Al,~{~ AmS (vms) A:BMPJ'.ENT ARTS (:FIELD) AR-tAliENT ARTS 

( INSTRUCTORS LEG.AL) Allr-Li\?,IENTS ARTS (WIREL.'ESS) .ABI-rAM.ENT ARTS (ELECTlUCAL) ( .) 

FOLLOUING BEQ.UIRED TO BE SGTS OR PJJOCtn,!ElIDED :FOR PF.CMOT!CN (.) ABr:!OUPJJRS 

MACHINISTS lIET.AL VE MECHS EL:EC'rlU-CAL (V & p '1 I~STRUMfilJT MECHS (FIELD) Jl{STRt.MEN 1r 

MEOHS (TC) TELE MEOBS (FIELD) (.) .ALL ABOVE 10 RA.VE MIN!MiJM 12 MOMTHS TO SERVE 

(.) T\·to ( o) Al?PtICATIONS t·TILL NOT BE WITHHELD AND l'lILL BE FORWA.PJ)ED TO THIS 

HQ ( .) THREE (.) SELECTED PERSOHJ:TEL WILL BE POSTED WOBM.ALLY OH THEIR G::].-JEP.AL 

SERVICE LIA:BILITIES ( .) TEFM AND COl-."'"DITIOllS OF SERVICE NOT YET PASSE!) ( .) IT 

IS POSSIBLE FAMILIES PEBMITTED TO FOLLOW IN DTJE COURSE 



FROM: 

TO! 

FO: 

MIDEAST 

A...11.A.B LE GI ClJ AMMAIJ 

MOV LEVAf:.T 

74882 (M)2~ following are pro r,ram□ed shipments ex 

SUEZ :o AO}:BA 

orEe Ves s el TA:JF,ER lorulil g SUEZ approx 9th Ma· · ETA ~ 

a:pprox 14th Lay. 18409 Jerricnns MT 70 Petrol 360 tons 

DW 480 tons measu.re. 

'11\ 0 v Vessel NAIEU loading SUTIZ 9th Ma~,. E~~ .A.Q)J3A approx 14th 

May. 48 0ERLIK0N Guns 36 Tons DW 113 Tons MW am"'luni tion 

274 ton s ]W 266 Tor~n~ Measureo 

TRP.EE., 

FOUR. 

EIVE. 

:B'ur·ther vensels prograr.,..'1.ed to cor r. ence loading SUEZ 10th 

cry ETA AO}J3A a.prJrox 15th Mr-iy. munition 255 Tons DW 167 

Tons men.sure . narr.o of vessel to follow() 

Escort NCO l ORs 3 of .UtA:B LEGI ON tc, accoripany store"' on 

ves~els paras two and three above~ 

Request signal earliest he:-i •ressel have corrplet od dinc.h r :z.o 

give details out turno 
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• tJ,F!Q amtUIT 108 MAI 1,11 -
' OOIPIISNTW. 

lladquarter1 R.E.M.Z. 
lat Intantry DiviliOD 
Tela-Saraland Ext. 68 

40/D 
26 P•b ,a 

Berni th oopy ot Ila 1 Int Di T Signal 231 730 B Ret No I A0116 
tor your action a1 neoe11ary. 

(Sgd.). 

Capt 6: Adjut, 
tor Lieut Colonel, 

Conl R.B.M.E. lat Int DiT, 

----------------
C O P Y 

1- !9 1 Int Div. Toa• R.E.M.I 231730 B 

COllFD{ •) AO 116 (. j ' '.QUE TIE FOLU5IHG YACAHCIES WILL EXIST FOR 

JJITmRB IH REUi. ~R smVICE WITH ARAB ~GI<lf ·- REORG IS APPROVED . . 

OFFRS W.JOR ORI. CAPT/SUB ( 1 CRPI' GP) OD CAPT/SUB ORB CAP!' /SUB 

IA) OD ( • ) OK IDTRUCT<ES TO ARAB PIRB<IIIIL( • ) 1.RMAJ.1:BT ARTS 

IIHS) ARJA)IUff ARTS (PIILt>) ARJIUml'1' ARH {IHSTRUCT<RS IEGAL) ARlJlllBBTS 

Ull8 (WIRBLUS) ARMUEIT ARTS (IUETHICAL) (.) FOLimINO RBCJ}JRBD TO 

• SOTS CE REOOIIIDDID FOR moJJ>TiOlf { .) ARMOURERS l&CHDHSTS LETAL 

1 VZH UBCBB IIECTRICAL (V & P) IlfSTRU181T J.IECHS (FIBLD) IHSTRUlfBHT MECHS 

(TC) ~ MJl:U., (FIEW} (.) ALL ABWB TO HAVE UINDroM 12 WNTHS TO 

IIRVE ( •) TftO ( • ) APPLIW 10118 WILL lf(I' BE 1fI 1HHIIJ> AID '1 LL BE FCJl -- . 
IIRDBD TO THIS~(.) THREE(.) SEIJ:CTID PIRSOIIIIL WILL Bl POS'l'BD 

IIIU&LLY OR THEIR GEllBRAL SERVICB LWILITIIB (.) 1'IRll AND COIDITIOIS 

OF SBRVICB BOT m PA88BD ( •) IT lB P<BSIBLI PAIIILDS PERIIITDD 'ro 

-----------------------------------
!hi• --•g• ~be·­
" WRITmr by any --• 

1M1 lft.rel••• 

Degr• et Pr1ar111J• 
- u 

• 
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AN A GENCY OF THE GOVER 

BRITAIN ' 3 AID TC ARAB STiTES : THE FACTS 

In re~pon3e to m~ny inq,irics,hcrc 
a1·e th..., rt.n~;-.;:-. .,s to qu-.=stloi1G con -
e r:.1_;_nl· Br·.~::.:n 1 0 posit on in t:1c 
preoen fiGhtln~ in th~ Hol~ Lind . 

MENT 

For a gi-'<..::'1t r:_)LY ~•,:.:ars Brit~::.n h2.,., h2.d trc:1tics with ccrto.in 

of thJ /rab St~tes - - E yntJ Iraq and Trqnsjord~n -- und2r whlcl1 

Britain undertook to G~J01Y th2m with arrns,cquipmcnt and tcchni~~l 

assist["'nc,2 , th ,1 obj2ct of v:h.i.ch w~...-i to assist them in maintaininc 

internul securlty . ~ os~ treat~ ~s wurc s!Gncd with Egyot in 1936, 

w·j_ th Ira 1 ~n 1930 .::i.nd vii th Tr'i.ns • ordan i.1. n .... rch 1S46 . A strict 

B~it lJl1 cmb~rg haa been im. osed on all other Ar2b countries who 

have no treaty ti cs wl th the British -
(more ) 
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Even in the cets-.;. f' the three; !\.r2.b StQtc.c:; to v1hich Britain hr.s 

tree. tJ obl~_g2. ti ons, the B!1..:.. tish GuvcPnmont, fr om the ti:nc tl"la t the 

s tri:_ ~tJ.J, li •r. i tcd thci::.., de l i ver:.l,.s of c:i.rms t o those in fulfilmc t 

cf c r c,rj rs plac~d by tl c :.ro.b Govc r n.m0nts conc.Ji,ncd before that clG. t0 . 

2 . WE.1.T :1BOUT rrHE j3HITI SH OFFICERS 

S nm0 37 Brltis1 officers ~re at present surving with 

.: .. rmy in 2c cord?.ncc w: th the British oblig•t ti on l.ncL:r th-.; [ 1:cl .i -

pr"Jr. i!10ntl r conc erned wi tll fr---~ing the li.r2b C..)Untrics wit L;-111rc:ncc 

r· f '\ r,.. ti·., '"'Ind t'~l'' C /· '1' ,. r "1.·='-t• 1.· C .. rn ~•1' r~ , ... ~ • ·1-..Lni Ci· -:1,t'."'J of t'1 1_r:-. Go ~y ·•· r_·,11 ,'lcl'""1.t J • • (. • I '-• , I - I '-' V l \., ,/ ,.,_; -.., , " - • ,..;_ ,_., - • ,;..; \J ._, , l 

fo:;_., scrv __ ce in ~~:·2.n:]jordnn and ap:9ointud t o 

their 1;rcs cnt posts lJ:,? Kin8 .t.hdul lah . Th..., r crno.5-ni nb 13 are; priv~te 

Govcrr n~e:nt, tut not wl tl th1.J approval of the British Government, ju ... .., t 

as n nurn,_;cr of Bri t 0n0 have b1;cn 2ng::.c;cd by the H:1gn.l 2.h forcer, r; . .' 

the J _-ws . 

In a:1s',:c:P t o . question in the House of Ccmri1cns on M2.: .... 26 , 

There arc nc British officers in J eruoQl cm; 

( b, Brit~~h officer. have no t b·~n invol 1-Jd in fighting at 211 
0xce·Jt f )r t 11 ncrs,,ns who wGr0 inv 1 v--d in the new w.rt - ... o • the City r.... J cr uso.l n ut hnvc since b0cn wi thdrC1.1-· 1 • 

( c ) I'J o British c., ... i':. r~cr s hr.ve bc(;n or c1 r c cmp l 0ycd in dir -.:c '·in • 
the 2.1itille r y '.·Thich is bo"nb'-.rding J ~ru nnlom . 

(more ) 
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3 . ~;: 1J.,~l~RIC/~ 1 S Eco;rorIIC .i'\ID TO BRIT:iI HBLfING THE BRITI.SII 

No . The terns of the loan to Brit~in automatically 

c:':cl1..l.clc<l l ts use for s J.Pl lyine; 1.rns to Arab ccuntrics, or Ctn:,,~ other 

Britain has not yet rcceiv0d any nid under the E. R. P. 

~ny such aid will be clear ly defined and supervis~d 

by tL-.) '·.r11cri co.n .'\dmi ni :J tr:l tor of the E . R . P. Progra.m . 

th2t Brltiol1 fulfilment of h~r contracts with the ~rnb~ h~s , een 

oclcots is absurd . 

Pl 0.1.:1 -rr 0 'l) ~ B I ; ·c-ic J·:> • j_ ,:, .. \. \} ~ ..;_r;.., • ... . 

. !..u ~n pounds, not d .ll~ro . The payment 

is of The 

n 0 xt inst.:1lmc~ ... t of the~ Br·i tish su".Jsidy t o T1 ... anGjord,tn, v1hich 

is 1 G ~ du2 t o be aid fur a bout two months . 
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Under th0 _i~2l scttlerrent bct~ec~ the United Stntc 0 

ti0 Govc~1~Jcnt~ ngrc~d thnt disposal~ af Lend - Leas~ □ater~al 

fr,r m11 • t:i:>y use to forces oth2r thG.n the United Kingdom armed 

fore JS; c :,uJ.d only be u2d-.: with the conr:cn~ of the Uni tcd ,__ to.. tos 

Gcv ~"'IY\l""".">D~ "."lnd ,-, n.,-- n ,,t prc·c• r.".·,ct·· .J \.....j,. .l.JJ.. \;...; ~v, c.. c .. ,;, ..... .' ..,~._ ,., were 

Un ·i te .-l c• t"'t ~ Q,· V(·,1-.··11··1 ··n'· - ...... ~ . o.. l.: ,_, ) •. .L . 1 I... . v • Whether any Lcnd-Lc~sc supplies 

tc , ..... ,...,b 
' 1. J. '--l.. c 0unt~ics i8 being 

invcstig:itcd, but it i,J cle;nr .r::.:·orr the abovc. tho.t if :1~y f;Upplics 

hnv~ been sent, i~ w~~ w.: tt the anorov~.l of the U . .S . Government . . . 

6 . WEY DID BRITAI~J CEOOS~ TO ;~rn THE 

by Briti0h crn~cc u~d~r LorG ~llcnby in World War I, Brlta~n 12..~ 

durin~ tl ~ l~ot th:rty y~~~s contr~but2ct much to the Gtnbility 

of t:1,.: M1ddl\...: E2~,t . She ho.,·; helped s0me of the l\.rab countri1...::J 

to (~ttaln Goli' - govcrnr.·lent, ~nd in o.dd5_tion ha:J .'1 sist~d thcr:. 

not nr:l~,. v::.th the mc£'.r ;, o~· Gcl.:·-ctcf-.:nsc, but 2.lGc w.:.th loans 

fer roads, public health, irrig3tion and oo on . 

( mor-0) 
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Ii' Britain had not had these strong t :Lc s wl th the f:..rab 

particularly Egypt and Ir~q, the course of \ orld War II 

21,':lV-.:; bQCD very d:tf'f'Cl"'811t. These countries were specific~lly 

th~ war so tha t the of conflict micht be 

aG far as poJaiblc, but Britain wns able, as a direct 

r ~r:ult of th o30 tr0a t lcs, to have f or c~s on gue~d t o r epe l the 

G~rman at t Gc ks which nimed at gaining contrcl of tha entir e 

of th~ British s t ntes:J~n , Lord Balfour, Britnin hns helped the J ews 

t o cr c~tc in P2lcstinc n n~t1 ona l hone fo r J ewry . 

( 1\) l~OO, 000 J cwi ,..Jh :LmrAi6,rants on tercel P.:1lc f3 ti ne during the 

British I'.'1:•,nda tc1, in :::pi te of bi tt2r hr.:1.b pr ot ~s t s . Lnrc;8 

sums of British money have gone into d~ve l opinc t~c r oads , 
r, ,, 7 • ,... ,..., . ., .• , ~ - , , 
i.- · U 1.., J. l 1..., ,:;, t: l V .L . .., '- .::i and so on . The Dccl~ration by Lor ct 

B 1 -C" • - IIB • t. . . Q iour SQlQ rlv2l11 Vl UWS wl th fc.vo11 the cs t abl..L.sr1m(;nt 

in Palect:..no of a Na t ional Home for the Jewish p8oplc,it 

be: lng und:.:rL> toed th,t t nothi ng slJ.:111 be done vrhich m~~Y 

prejudice t he civil and r e ligi ous right3 of cxi s t~ng non-

J ewi sh comrm~ni tics . " The Bri tl::3h Government at the tj_me 

nl so □nd~ it clu~r th3t they r egar ded 2ny cxpcct2tion of a 

wholly J cwlJh Pa lestine as impr2c ticablc . By a J ewish 

N1ti on2 l Home was meant not the imposition of a Jewi sh 

na t1on;::. lity upon the i nhabit:::i,n ts of P3.lcstinc o..s D- whole, 

but the further d~vulopmcnt of the existing Jewish 

commun1ty . 

(more) 

I 
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(B) To quote the United NJ. tinns Spcci::tl Co!nmi ttce on 

Palestine : 11 Th0 present diffli:;ult circumsto.ncco should 

not disto~t tho perspective of solid achievement arising 

from the joint efforts of the J0\·1isl1 community and the 
the 

hdministrQtion in l~ying/foundations of the Nntion2l 

J ew:1. sh H01i1c • 
11 

., .. _ P'"'lo of' o ·f' -'-'n..., L. .L - l,. '-., impartial Qttitudc that Britain has udopt-. 

-cd in c,1.rrylng out th:ts declaration j_s that ,)he h.J.s been bittci-'lly 

to 

eith(;r side . the outbreak of World 

War II, Britain h~J t o , ut down a bloody Ar3b rebellion in which 

4,000 people were kt ll cd when the frnbs protested at the incrcaEing 

fl,Jod of Jewish imml gl'o..tion, under Br1.tish auspices, into the Holy 

L2.nd . Mr.1. n~r B:-itish live[::; have been lost at the hands of Jewish 

ter11 crist:=:. , in her tncre::.singly arduous t2,sk of keeping pec1.cc 

between Jews and Arabs, from the end of the war to the surr0ndcr 

of the Il.: .. nd-:: t ( ~ • 

8 . HO' J !:-: f~:~:ir.:'i \ TN 'l'RYi.tfG 1'0 GET ?Et.CE IN P.f'i.LESTINE? 

Bri t c.in has uuec1 her influenc e with 2.11 the Ar2b 0ountrics 

concerned to secure a cc~se - fire . Britain hns a direct concern 

in securing a peaceful and stcble Middle East, just as the United 

States lle'i.s . 'I'he immediate problem is t o ~ecure nn effcctiv:: truce 

which will be just to both parties and th8rcfcre l~kcly to be 

obscrv0d . Only by this means can a lauting scttl0ment be achieved . 

Britain has taken a l8Gding part 111 effecting truces, notably in 

Jaffa, Haifa and Jerusalem . 

• (.ncrc) 
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() 
.,I • i'l?:r:'i DI:') BRITl\I I OBJEC~ IN Li\ST WE_ ... K I S :'!EETIIJG OF TEE ----------SECURITY 

COU!~CIL TO U. r . ; CS.'IOI U~!~ER CH.\P1.2ER SEVE1J or THE U. N. CH. rlT1:R? 

The Br.~ t:i.f;;h Government had g11 ::.ve doubts wh::thcr l t 

In docidinc who io an nggrc0sor , the United N~tionJ 

l• ',.i r.~qn.i· I"',~·c." to t:-i_l(;-, 1· 1-1 ,,·:-'f,,c{-. ::i J·ud1· C. '"11 d --->c i c-1· r,1 !')nd 1r1t,,...t thr.·r .... - ~ ..., - - ..., 4 '--' - - -... V ~ ··- u. ._ -- .::, 0 - , C. ~ • t V ,;; I..; -

f o1"). be: sur•-.: th::1.t it 110.s aJccrtn.ined 2.11 the fnc ts b~fcre 

co1 dc·,1:1~n6 one side or· the other . Nothing cot1 ld r,1cre pcrm2ncntly 

could ~ossi ly foll0w such 

It i:.:; 

should be ~rrccti c, 

but it is equally !rrJo~t~nt thnt it shruld net juGtly . 

It ~ould be unjust to singl. out ~r~b action alone . 

allotted ta the ~rnbc und~r thu r~rtitic~ rcco~JcndRtions; that 

the J0wc 0ccupicd tho !r~b city of hero ; Qnd that they stnrt~d 

to be r.n i:1tcrna.tion.~l c1 ty 

unc12r tl o p,, rtj_ t:.on rec cr.imc nci.J. tions , nnd brol(c the cease. -f ~1~0 

Soi;10 of the i.rab for cca hnvc also cntc:icd ur 

tcrritcricc Ql_ ~tcd to the J~w3 under th· p~rtition 

r ecor.~~·: ~· Ld2. tj_c,,ns, but it should be noted t hat th\,; Trans jordnn ." .. rt'. J 

Lc ,~:!..on has not ontcro(, 2.ny territory 2.llcttcd to the Jews Cl.lld only 

in J crus1lcm nftcr the brc~kinG of the ccn~c - firc by th~ 

J ~wish Ster n gang . 

End 
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