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Editorial 
CLIDVELAIJD PLAIN DEA~ER 
September 19. 1948 

RESPONSIBILITY OF U, N. 

In charging Israel with fnll responsibility for "the murder in cold blood" 
of Count Folke Bernadotte, United Nations mediator, Dr. Ralph Bunche, his successor, 
is taking an extremely techni.ce.l a.tti tude and trying, evidently to shift responsi­
bility from the world body. 

Dr. Bunche, secretary of the Uniten Nations Trusteeship Council and before 
that a member of the American State Department, bases his charge on the fact that 
Foreign Minister Moshe Shertok end Col. Ya.din of the Israeli Army, had made 
"pre jud:tcial arld unfounded statements concerni.ng truce supervision." 

This is a thin line on which to build such a charge. The Arabs, too, have 
not only made derogatory remarks about the truce s,1pervision, but have violated it 
from its inception. Especially brazen has been Egypt's armed violation. 

In his message to Shertok, Dr. Bunche said that Count Bernadotte•s safety was 
the responsibility of Israel. Israel did not ~nvite Bernadotte to the Near East. 
He was sent by the United Nations and responsibility for his safety would, by any 
impartial appraisal of the situation, seem to be the task of the United Nations. 

Many delegates wore of the same view when they demanded that a U.N. force be 
raised to supervise the truce opera·~ions. Th1.s the world body failed to do, chiefly 
because of the objections of the United States. The assurance wa~ entertained that 
the prestige of the U.N. alone would be sufficient protection for its representa­
tives. But the prestige of the world body had on numerous occasions been badly 
shaken, specifi.cally in the case of Palestine in its failure to take more than ver­
bal action agai.nst Arab aggression when the state of Israel was proclaimed. 

Israel is just as bitter against the assassins as is Dr. Bunche. Shartok 
sent a cable to Secretary General Trygve Lia at Paris yesterday in which he said 
that his government was "out~nged by the a.liominable a.ssa.ssination * * * by despera­
does and outlaws who are execrated by the entire people of Isr~el and the Jewish 
community of Jerusalom, the government of Israel is adop'ting the most vigorous ani 
energetic measures to b1·ing the assassins to justice and eradicate the evil." 

The government• s· determination wo.s made clear by the imposition of a.11 Israeli 
Army curfew -- a1.uou.ntillg to ·virtual hottse arrest -- on the 90,000 ~fewish inhabitants 
of Jerusalem. No effort will be spared to comb out the criminals. 

That the Stern gang and not the goverume:at comm:itted the murder was revealed 
by the public bo9.st of the ts1~rorist murder bund tho.t i.t killed Bernadotte "because 
he worked for the British anJ carried out their orders. 11 Hui:dreds of alleged mem­
bers have alree.dy been ~.rrested. This gang is as much a tho1·n in the side of Israel 
as it was to the British and now to the United Nations. 

But while Israel e.e-ts wi.th promptness •- tt een be expected to do so as to 
not prejudice its case before the world body -- the United Nations must, as Dr. 
Bunche admonished, "take vigorous and pc,sitive action." 



- 2 -

All will de~end on the form of this action. If it is nerely to echo Bunche's 
attitude and excoriate Israel for failure to give protection and thus whitewash 
itself nothing but further turmoil will 1,-, bred in the Near East. 

If it faces up to tho hard fact of its own rosponsibility through default, 
enforces a truce in which the Arab armies a.re removed frorn Israali soil '.!hile nego­
tiations are in pro3ress and refuses to lijnd. itself to the growing propaganda that 
Israel seeks to break the truce for aggressive purposes, it will be doing the mini­
mum duty expected of it by those who still look to it as a peace agency. lloreover, 
it will be continuing the work of Count Bernadotte, who, however mistaken some of 
his methods and suggestions may have been, sought peace in the Holy Land. 
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Editorial 
NEU YORK l?OST 
September 1.9, 1948 

ONE MORE MURDER 
b,:r u 

T. O. TIIACKBEl 

The assassination of Count Falke Bernadotte a,dds another bitter, blood-red 
line to the savage, ever mnunting record of violent murder in Pale stine, for 
\·rhich the inflruned wretches who pulled the fateful triggers are but syn.bols of 
the harvest reaped from the field in which we as a nation have helJ:,ea. to plant 
the evil seeds of injustice. 

The murder cannot be condoned. It may be understood without being excused. 
Assassination is the most dane-erous of llll political ,-,eapons, since its fatal 
edge is inevitably and ine:~oro.bly turned to destroy those who employ it. 

But if the murder of the United Nations truce delegate can neither be ex­
cused nor condoned despite the terrible consequence:-:; of the unequal truce, with 
what horror shall we view the full record of murder in Palestine, of uhich this 
is the la.test, but inevitably not the last? 

The lives of the United Nations observers previ.ously shot de,wn in cold blood 
by Arab snipers were surely no less of value because much of the world -- parti­
cularly the diploma.tic world. -- passed them over as "unfortunate incidents" not 
even to be protested, of men whose names have already been forgotten in the 
v,orld's capitals, but who were no less precious to family and friena.s. 

And if it is murde1' ,1hich seizes us with angui ~h, how shall ue have emotions 
great enough, minds deep enouti)l, sensibilities tender enough, to e:,.:press the 

• never ending shock of contemplating the countless hundreds --· yes thousands -­
of men ruld women end children ruthlessly murdered in Palestine in the past ten 
months alone because we too, out of werumess or hostility or both, upheld the 
hand of the assasnins who sought -- and still seek -- to destroy a nc.tion the 
world was pledged to defend, and did not? 

Combined :Sri tish nnd .American polj.cy still treats the invading assassins as 
brothers in anns and diplomacy, nnd their murdered victims as though they were 
the aggressorB rather than the defender of the homcla."1.d to which ,-,e pledged 
assistance and refused to aid. 

Among the condolences to the family of Count Bernadotte will t-1i thout doubt 
be those of Ernest Bevin, President Truman, Secretary of State Marshell. 

i'Te too, extend cond.olences, not alone to that family but to the countless 
families striken by murder we could hav-e prevented but chose to pennit. To Jews 
whom the Arab LeAgue was permitted to slay, unchecked except by the intended 
victims: to Arabs needlessly ordered into slaughter by the greed, cupidity and 
cruelty of their maaters and the diplomatic friends of their masters outside 
Arabia. 

But how shall the condolences of Mr, Bevin and Mr. Trumnn read? Shall they 
stop with sympathy for the bereaved of Bernadotte? And if there is to be further 
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implied sympathy for the murdered of Israel and Arabia as well, shcll :polite 
regrets from those who share the guilt for murder cancel out their cul:pability 
for the policies which have lent on aura of respectability to murder t-1hen Je,.,s 
are killed? 

The world -- inclucling the formulators of Anglo-.Ane rican policy in Palestine 
-- is shocked at yesterday's murder. :Sut if that shock fails to bring us to a 
recognition of the enormity of our gu.il t for every murder since ,,,e offered parti­
tion and refused to implanent it, we shall have failed once more to l:nou our 
responsibilities and resolve to demand a proper discharge of them. 

The United States is even today encouraging neither peace nor justice in 
Palestine. 

~Te will neither enforce the United Nations clecision, impose sanctions on 
the Arub violators of the charter -- nor assist Israel in defending the invaded 
terri to:ry. 

l:hen Arabs invade the land we are sworn to hold inYi olato -- when the annies 
of Trm.1~jordan batter at the gates of Jerusalem to murder the Jews \·re stiJ.l 
fondly ::.:i .retend are under the :protection of a United. Nations resolution ue fostered 
in theory but still reject in fact -- we will not even lift our embargo on arms 
that the s:!.a".lgh ter may be shortened. 

Even today we support the unequal truce in the land \'.here we hnve condoned 
m11rder on a mass scal8, 1-:hile collaboratine to deprive the victims of the very 
soil soaked with the life streom of Israel. 

How long, 0 Lord, how long? 
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Editorial 
HEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE 
September 20 • 1948 

GOOD OUT OF EVIL 

There is no longer any rca~on to doubt that Count Bernadotte V7as the victim 
of the belief on the part of a group of Jewish extremists that continued viol ence 
is the only means of achieving their agi.:,irati.ons for a Jewish state in Falcsti~e. 
They killed the United Naticns mediator because they f eared he might bo successful 
in bringing a peace to the Holy Land ~hich woul4 fall short of their ambitions. 
In so doing they 6rievously wounded Israel, a..'11.d, for a time, at _ leai:)t, increased 
the turmoil which ~urrounds the nErn·-born nation. Yet it is not impossible that the 
death of the peacemaker may advance th~ cause for which he died. Certai!lly it has 
inten~ified the world• s demand for a definitive end to the terror which has burdened 
the Hear Ea.Gt for so many tragic years. 

It is the finest possible epit~ph for Count Bernadotte that the sense of 
loss which was felt by the viorld community at his passing has given a great impetus 
to the work in which he uas so selflessly engaged. Me~ber of a caste which this 
modern •;rorld has generally restricted, at best, to a career of mild good works, he 
was led by a. stern sense of duty to undertake ever more demanding a..'1d dane;erous 
responsibilities in the service of humanity. His personal intervention, as head af 
the Swedish Red Cros8 1 saved thousands from the IJazi terror, where he won the repu­
tation for ability and integrity which led to his selection for the post of United 
nations mediator in Palestine. 

It was very clear that this position involved risk. There was the risk of 
failure, before whtch many would draw back. There was the virtual certainty of 
misunderstanding and contumely, for no mediation in the passion-ridden Holy Land 
could avoid arousing anger. A'ld. there was the final risk of death, uhich Count 
Bernadotte well knew doeged his mission. The manner in which he bore himself in 
his difficult and da'lgerous assignment -- hard-y10-rking, undeterred by obstacles, 
just -- magnified the tragedy of his murd.er a.'ld crystallized ,;;orld sentiment for an 
end to the greater tragedy of the Palestine wr.~. 

The event can hardly fail to have significant repercussions within the Holy 
Land, not only in so far as the dome~tic problems of Israel arf3 concerned, but in 
the larger task of achieving a l a sti11g peace. Perhaps there are Arabs who believe 
that the assassination gives them an adva"'ltage in negotiations. But the e~istence 
of the Jewish state is not at the mercy of incidents and errors, houever, tragic, 
and the Arabs will not be permitted to exploit the event to cripple Is~ael. As for 
the latter, the act of the Sternists ha.s ,.,holly discredited the fanatical national­
ists vrho form the principal Je .n.sh obstacle to a reasonable settlement. Indeed, 
the death of Count Bernadotte, exem:)lar of so many ,.vho have died in the Palestine 
war, convicts the extremists of all persuasions, all who have contributed to the 
continuance of the struggle, In that realization, is it too much to hope that good 
may come out of tho evil of Count Bernadotte• o slaying, and peace from a war which 
has lost all meaning? 
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