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.. Apri 1 19, 1948 

Memorandum tot Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Jewilh Agency for Palestine 

Yromi Maurice Xeaner, lxecutive Director of New England Zionist 
lmergency Council, 17 Commonwealth Ave .• !oeton, Mass. 

!his matter requires urgent and immediate attention. !he Jew England 

leadere of the UJA, Zionist groups and other authorised and official Jewilh 

bodies throughout Bew hgland await an immediate interpretation of the 

following problem so that they will be able to proceed in the planning of 

the combined Jewish Appeal and WA eampaigna, involving approxima.tely 20 

million dollar,. 
«:l... 

Ye understand, after ta conference with Mr. Harry Shapirp, Executive 

Director of the American Zionist lmergeney Cotancil, that in the agreement 

arrived at in Tel-Aviv, the Zionist Actions Committee sanctioned the raising 
Zv,, 

of separate funda by orgam.zatione in .America for Irgu.n. "&el!. Leumi in 

Palestine. 

In Bew ~ngland an orgam.£at1on called the Palestine Emergency Fund 

hae established ite head.quarter, in Eoston and baa launched a campaign to 

raise •as much mone7 aa po1s1ble1 for Irgun, claiming that the7 a.re the 

official f'und,.re.ie1ng non-political body established for that particular 

pnrpose. !he lxecutive Director of that organization 18 Mr. Philip 

Schneiderman, fonter director of the American Leap.e for 1ree Palestine. 

Mr. Shapiro declared that the Palestine :lmergenc;r 1und, the main 

offi c• of which 18 located in lew York City, ia not th• official Irga.n fund­

raieing organi£ation. He tu.rther stated that the money raised by th• 

Pe.J.eatine EmergenC7 1'u.nd during the pa.et two ;rear• baa not gone to Palestine 

but has been used for pu.bliei tr purposes in America. 

Mr. Shapiro belie..-e1 that the Palestine Reai1tane• Committee With 

headquarters in lew York City- ia the legitimate fund-.raiaing organization 

for Irg,m.. 
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!here are four ma,Jor problems 011 which th• Hew England lead.era 

require clariticationi 

(1) Hai an under1tand1ng been reached in Tel-.lTiT permitting and authori­

sing the 1epa.rate raieing of ton.de in 1h• UD.1. ted Ste.tee for Irgu.n! 

(2) If thi ■ agreement has been m&d•• what is the name of the authorized 

Irgun fund-raising organization! 

('.3) How do the UJA campaign• tackle the problem aslUlling that an 

agreement has been reached and a separate Irga.n fund-raising organization 

11 competing in the field? What methods, techniques and actions should 

these UJA campaigns assume 1n that direction! 

(4) I:r no agreement baa been made as to separate tund-raiaing aotivitiea, 

vb.at i• the beat method to be used to prevent organizations trom raising 

mone7 for Irgun! 
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This is a full-rate DL • Day Letter 

Telegram or Cable-

UNI 0 N t am unless Its de- Nl • Niahr Letter 
cned character is In-

LC• Deferred Cable dicatcd by a suitable 
aymbol above or pre-

(52}. 
, 

NLT•Cable Nllht Letter 
ceding the address. JOSEPH L . EGAN 

"\ PRESIDENT Ship Radio,t1m 

WESTERN 
.. -The filing tune shown lD the date lme on telegrams and day letters as STANDARD TIME at pou1t of or,am. ~~ ~P~T ~RJ{JU .. a, pomt of deatiDation 

.• ,CL98 PD= IUX NEWYORK NY 25 900A= 

:ABBA HILLEL SILVER= 
=THE TEMPLE= 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAA FOR YOU FROM LEON GELLAAN QUOTE 
IN LIGHT RECENT DEVELOP~ENTS ISRAEL SPLIT BETWEEN 
HAGANAH IRGUN IT IS IMPERATIVE YOU CALL MEETING M_MBERS 
ACTIONS COMMITTEE EITHER MONDAY OR WEDNESDAY CONSIDER 

PRESENT SITUATION MANY THANKS YOUR PROt~PTNESS UNQUOTE= 

HERMAN= 

THE CO~IPA. Y WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CO.' E !\'l:-JG ITS SERVICE 



The Jewish Agency in Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Harry Shapiro 

FROM: I. L. Kai en 

June 28, 1948 

I al!l attachin-"' the statement that Ben Gurion ma.de about the 
Irgun in his address to the Council of State on June 23rd. My 
thou ht i~ that it might be well to have this distributed since it 
will do much to clea.r the air in Zionist ranks throughout the 
country. I also think that a reprint of the Herald Tribune's 
editorial on the Irgun could well be sent to your mailing list. 

If you think well of these sw gestions, plense let me know. 

enclosure 
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16 East 66th Stree 
New York 21, N.Yo 

ADDRESS OF MR. DAVID EEN GURI ON , PRIME MINI STER OF I SRAE.t 
TO THE COUNCIL OF STATE, JUNE 23, 1948 

Upon . the establishment of the Jewish State it was resolved to let bygones be 
bygones and every citizen, wit_out exception, wes to enter a new chapter of equal 
partner hip a.nd equ 1 ri.,bts ~na. responsibilities in the buildinr, and defense of 
the Stu. te of Israel. On Mar 26 a le.w wa<" pronulr,a tee. for the f orn-i t • on of the 
Defense Arr.1:r of Isreel. T:'lis wasne t merely a routine measure as in other ntates 
but R ,iatter of life Pnc. C:eat:'1 for the existence of t 1e State and for t .. e hope 
of the people of Isra.elo For even before our State CP.me into being we were al­
read:r unc.er attac::: :.p c.es,e::::-ate p.n.~s; c=i.nd with the establishment of the State 
we were face . 1i t:1 invac ion by t'1e armed. forces of the Arab s tRtes. To defend 
ourselves 2.nd our co :mtr:r a""t"',ins t t:1i~ • nva<" ion "t·ras and still is our fore□os t 
tas:c 2.nc:. ail:ln 

Acrce1.1ent Si:_::ned oy IrQl.!1 

Thr. fourth clause i•1 t_~e Defense Arr1y ordinance prohibits the formation or 
r1ainten2.~1ce o: an? other arne force outside the fra.nm·rork o" t :e Army. In our 
case this •!RS t ::?articulRrly necesnary and c ecisi ve factor for our defense. The 
enerw without cr>n on~:· l)e repelled b:t a lL'lited mili tar:' force subject to the 
autl~ori t:r 01, a, sinr:le Governnent a.nd a sinele coru:1and. Under the law we could 
hr'.Ve 2.nc. ~e:.--.10.,s sh.oulr 11,:,.ve dis b2,ndec3. t ~1E' Se:!_)2rc te T'lili tar r orG<~niza tions; but 
·re })referred to :'18.l:e it easier for t hem a.na_ crea ,e a. 1)etter c.tmosphere 0:1 en-· 
ablin-: t hem to ,join t he Defense Arn:r of Israel volunt2rily. One of the dissident 
orr;aniz-:, tions, tl-1.e so-c2l l ed Stern croup, d.issolve of its o,·m accord and. its 
merribers were inclucted into the Army~ The other, the Ireun, attached several 
condi ions to t.:1eir incorporation and the Governr11ent 1 intent on achievinG the 
desired result with the 1east friction arrived at the following at;reement with 
the hea.d of this organization: 

"Members of the Irf,U.Il will Join the Army and swear an oath of alleeiance 
to the State o All their equipment and war material will be handed over to the 
Hi :.,h Com':land of the Army., They will ce2se to exist and operate as a mili ta.ry 
,roup in the State of Israel. They will no loner purchase or acquire arms or 

war I:18 terial as a separate group O 
11 

Ho1 IrGUll Violated Aereement 

These UJ1derta.kin::;s by the Irgun were onl partially fulfilled. Over a 
thous~nd of their neMbers joined the Army as special units The' handed over, 
however, only a sr.1c 11 u rt of their 2rms. They failed al tor:ether to fulfill 
the other two principal pled es. The Irgun continued to carry out separate 
operations . They- continued to effect separate !:lr::is purchases. At;ainst the 
beckcroune:. of t .-1ese --:; ro~s breo.ches of their promises c:.>.nd i11ile our State is 
still in the throes of its stru_::;--:le for survival, t ... 1ere occurre in t _ e past 
t:1ree c_anC! t:n ... e un:.u:':)})~" events P.t Kfar Vi tkin and Tel Aviv . In defiance of 
the 12,us of t_1e St, te of Is rnel ano_ in rep di . tion of t_1eir freely offered 
plecl:;e, t .1e Ir.::, n )::-out.;:1t to Israc 1 ship with .n arns carco ~ Even if there 
weren I t f'.. truce uncler t >e us:riices of t e Unite Nations this would be a very 
crave m--'J.tter for no st2.te • c2n tolerc...te in ivi ual :)ersons or O-i.:.~anizations 
bri-n_:;in~ into tl1e countr r wit_ ... out pernission, even the smallest qun.nti t~ of 
a.rms 9 let .lone lar~-:e QUPnti ties of rifles n cuns as the Ire;un has done. It 
is all the more danr;crous since this constitutes a breach of our undertakines 
to the United lations . 



When we learned of . the approac:1 of the ship, in~ true tions were issued orderinG 
the IrQ.m to place the ves~el at the disposal of the Government . The Ireun refused 
?nd submi tt8d. cona i tions to t_ ... e Government " A i o.in the Government acted leniently, 
perh..~ps too leniently n We die not inn is t on unimportant formalities but derm.nd.ed 
simpl"r t·~,t t:1e s:-iip be placed at the a.isposal of the Goverm11ent uncon itioilf. lly 
anc thR.t the Irr;1m ncn t)e :prevented from unloac.inu tho c: rl".'ls o The IrQm refused R.nd 
r,y d.uty \-lc?S cloe.ro 

Govto Consulted Prior to Action 

After co:1nultin_ ~-.rith t'.::.e Govern:ne:nt it was decide to concentrate the re­
quired T'lili tc'.r:r for~es on t> .. e spot in order forcibly to p: .. event t e Ir m from 
unloadinc the =rms. 

I rer,ret to sa:r tho.t a number of Ir';Ull soldiers servinc; in the Arr:ry deserted 
from t:1e r .l'll:s c1nc. fled to Kfar Vi t::in to f i,.,:1t a,...ainst t he securi t:' forces of the 
s tc;.te O T~1e Ircw1 fo:~ces at Kfar Vi t2::in were overcome and surrenc.ered, hanc.inc over 
t:1eir erms cl::-id eq_uirment~ ~.ncl. undertook in writinc to obe..,r the comnan s of the Gov-
ernric,nt. This operc:1.tion was cor.r.,0letea. ,. it 1 the I'lc xirm:m e:::icienc nc L1e ninimum 
loss of life. It \'cs r~..;:~eed t~1e.t Ir~ officers anc. soldiers, after ci vinG t ~1eir 
naT11es c"nd. nidnin, , the underto.::in.:;, coulcl. return to their bases and the vehicles 
the,,r used ·were :~eturnec: to t_,eir owners. Prisoners tP. :en by both sides were re­
leasedo 

This brou~ht o Em ent the Irt;un incident at Kfar Vi tkin., At t he sa.me ti Me, 
however~ the ship slipped a, y from Kfar Vitkin e.na. approached Tel Aviv. It dis­
obe;,red tl~e Israeli Uavy 1 s order to leave Tel Aviv a d place itself at the disposal 
of the State. A:c;c1in P, special meetin_ of the Government was c lled at which it 
was a ecided th:'3, t the "'hip P.r..d the car o r.rus t be h nd d over. The ship refused the 
order and a s~lvo fired on it by the army hit the vessel nd set it afire~ The 
Irstm t.1en asl:ed the Arm to help the1:1 talce the •10unc~ ed off the ship. Our soldiers 
helped rescue their nen~ The ship is still burning off the shore of Tel Avivu 

After our terrible test of battle in the wa.r ar;a.inst the Arab armies who 
attac':ed the Yishuv 1)efore it became a state and then attacked the State itself, 
this is the bitterest blow our State has yet faced. The daneer is no less because 
it comes from withino 

Unless this danger is fully realized by the citizens of the State as well 
as Jews abroad, our entire wa.r effort is threatened with failure and the survival 
of our State is menacedo 

It 11ould be a mistake to depend. upon the Arr:ry alone~ The entire people of 
Is rael are called upon to overcome the a.ancer,., 




