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STATD-1 T OF DR. ABBA IIIT,LEL SIL VER 

CHAIR-t.AN OF THE .AMERICAN SiCTIO T o:E' THE JEWISH AG "CY 

The tragic ansaot\in ation of Count Bernadot t e b, out l a; •s, and. the feeling 
of condemnation ,,rhi.ch it ha~ universally aroused , a-re being usecl b r the enemies 
of Isrnel as an op1;ortunity to cripple the Jeui s;1 State, if t hey ccnnot c est r oy 
it altogether, by drastically constricting it in ize und de:p riv:i.ng it of its 
necessary nn.tun1l resources. They seek to do th is under the nlo \~an th:--.t Count 
Bernadotte rs rcco1"1mendt'-tions muC'!t be ado:pt ed and effectuat ed in full r.s a monu­
ment to his memory and in the claimed interest of 11 peaco 11 • 

These recornmendati ons, wh i.ch Count Bernan.ot t e himself ad.mi tt ed in his report 
\••ere not ,.ithin hin -province as Mediator to m~u<:e, require calm analysis in order 
to understand ho1:r d.isastrous their i mplementation wou.ld be for the Je,:ish cause 
in Palestine and the State of Israel. 

':2he fi rat recommondl'.tion to be noted is th at the li egev, consi stins of two­
thi rd.s of the State of Isr:.,el as set up in tho Resolut .: on of the General AsGembly 
of the United N nti ons on November 29, 1947, should be tor11 aw[)y from I sro.el nnd 
handed over to the invading Arab St ates, prefera-oJy Trans--Jora: 1 The Jeuish 
State, whose tottl area under the Movrni·oer 29 Resolution is only 5,770 square 
miles, in thus to be further reduced in size by no les s than 3,750 s~1nre miles; 
while a mere 400 square miles of rocky nnd hilly Western Galilee i s to be added 
to it in compensaticn. 

Uoreover, the territory thus :proposed to e taken nway froM Isrc.el is 
proctically empty of inhabitants because of l ack of \·:ater, althouch it con be 
maa.e habitable by costly and extensive irriguti. on works which the Jeus c:ilone 
are rea.dy to undertake vnd finnnce. It provides the only availnble 1£'.ncl reserve 
for the expected and necessary large Je\ ish immi gration i nto Israel; t 1e rest 
of I sr2.el, as well as We stein Galilee, being ·.il re f1 dy thickly inhnbl tod. If the 
Nee;ev should now be lost to Isrnel, it \•otld be condemnAd to eontinninc steri lity 
as a desert, just as is the vast and erl1pty £..rea of the largest p art of Trons­
J'ordDil; ond for the same reason, namely, Arab apo.thy. The Je\d cl1 plcn foJ.• its 
irrigation a nd develorment would be aborted, and the capacity of t he truncated 
remnant of Israel to absorb neu immigrants \ 0\1.J.d be greatly red..icede In this 
w.'J.y, t .1e p ersistent objective of the enemies of Isrnel, ,.,ldc~1 ha n eYer been ,;o 
prevent or severely limit Jewish im:aigration into Palestine, ,;-,ould be r c:1ie·n3d . 

.r or is this the only disastrous effect •rhich the implement a tion of this 
recommendation would have. Three other hi ghly irnpo1·tant effectn should be noted: 

1. The Negev includes the southern and more than half of the ,-,estem shores 
of the Dead Sea and provides the only access of the State of Isr, el to the waters 
and minerals of that Sea; the re3t of the shore of the Sea b r~in.i; out sic.le the 
boundnr~ ns of Israel and mostly in Trans-Jordnn~ So ir,1portarit to the life and 
develo ment of Israel was free acccs ~ to and the rlcht to extract :.nd e::ploit 
these minerals doemed to be by the General As r· embly of the Utd tod. ~ utions that 
the Assembly by its November, 1947 Resolution a.ctu-::il ly included \ Ji thin the State 
of Israel even more of the shore ar~a of tl e De n.d See than was recommended by 
its Special Committee on Pa.le otineo T1 ese mlne:i. .. nls, in fact, cor sti tute perhaps 
the only reserve of valuable 1t.1 :incrnls nvnilable to Isr:-~el~ ItilJionsof Jm-Jish 
capital have already been sunk in the "building of plants both at t 1e northern 
and southern ends of the Deud Soa f 01 the ext~-action of these m:nerrJ.so Competent 
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experts are Dgreed that the:rn minerals can fonn the basis of a varied and highly 
sk::.lled chemical industry in Israel for the benefit not only of its inht'l.bj_tants 
but of the world at large. The proposal now is to make all this im:pos-,i'ble and 
to tum the ,,,hole of the Dead Sea with its rninerals over to the Arab St(;.,tes. 

2. The territory in question gives the State of Israel access to f'.l'ld a part 
of the shore of the Gulf of Akaba on the Red Sea and thus renders possible the 
development there of an Israeli port to serve the commerce of Isr2.el lri th the 
Far East and Africa, without the necessity of routing such cor.1merce through the 
British controlled Suez Canal with its heavy tolls. The excision of this territo:ry 
from Iorael renders this prospect hopeless. 

3. There are we11.:.found.ed reports to the effect that the territory in 
question contains valuable deposits of oil. This is perhaps the real renson 
why it is now proposed to take this territory away from Israel and hond it over 
to a puppet of Britain. ]ut this oil constitutes the only reserve of fuel for 
the industrialized State of Israel 1t:hich must otherwise a.epend for oil ~Jon the 
mercy of the British-Arab production in Iraq and the very hi gj1 prices charged 
to Israel for such oil as it may be allowed to have from such productiort. 

Another recommendo.tion of Count 'Bernadotte deserving special notice relates 
to Jerusalem. The recommendation is that Jerusalem with its besoigecl 90,000 Jews 
should be put under United Nations control without any corridor connecting it 
\'Ji.th Israel. The November, 1947 Resolu.tion of the General Assembly likevi.se 
proposed to put Jerusalem under United Nations control_, But this was on the 
supposition that the Arabs would respect the ciecision of the Assembly and let 
Jerusalem live. Events, however, have proved that this expectation 1;,e..s and is 
illusory. Jerusalem was ,.rantonly attacked by the Arab States ,,.,i th Brl ti sh 
supplied bombs and artillery immediately after the British , .. ,ithdrew from Palestine 
on L:ay 15, 1948, despite the United rations Resolution, and has been under siege 
and attecl:: ever since. Its water And food supplies have been cut off• The Jews 
have sustainea. thousana.s of casualties in defense of the beautiful city which they 
have built and which contains not only their most sacred shrines, but their great 
University, their hospitals and other educational and philanthropic institutions. 
The heroism of the Jet·1s of Jerusalem. men, women and even children tli~:e, in the 
the face of the murd.erous ktab attack constitutes an epic by itself. Hou it is 
proposed to turn these people, after all their sacrifices and privc:,tions, over to 
the mercy of the Are.b invaders; for that is whl'.t Cou."lt Bernadotte• s recomr:1endation 
amounts to. The Arabs can no more be expected to respect the nominal "control 11 

of the United Rations over Jerusalem in the future than they have respected it 
heretofore. '11he world must still remember the outrage of the destruction of the 
pumping station a.t Lat run, '1hich proYided Jerusalem with water, at a time \!hen 
that pumping station was officially under United Uations supervision end after the 
Arabs had specifically agreed to the resumption of its operations under the so­
called Truce; and only this mon1ing the press carriea news of the brutcl assault 
upon a convoy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem under United Nations auspices by the 
Legionnires of the Trm1.s-Jorda11 Legion, which convoy was proceeding under the 
express a6 recment of the Arabs under the Truce. 

It is inconceivable that the Jews of Jerusalem and Israel will ever again 
consent to leave J erusaJ. em in the midst of a hostile Arab sea, unconnected ,,.,i th· 
Israel and with no greater security for their lives and property thM uould be 
involved in the nominal 11 control 11 of the United Nations. 

It is inte1·esting to note the reasons given by Count Bernadotte for his 
devastating reco11l!llendations. Ho seys in his report that "it cannot be ignored 



that the vast difference. between no,·r and last :i~ovember ( the time of the C·enoral 
Assembly Resoluti on) is that a wo.r has bet1n etarted. a."'ld stopped and. thot , i n t he 
ir.terverdne 1.aonths, decisive everJ.ts have occurred. " Eut th::s lmr ua.1 unquestion­
ably started by the Arab States sur1·01111ding Palestine, six of i·1horn are :nem"o ers 
of the United Nations, in open a.'1.d proclaimed defiance of the United lfo.tions 
and. its Resolution , If this war has now been stopped to &.nY extent, :i. t ha s been 
by ,re,-,ish velor and heroism, and not t1Y anything that tne Mediator 01 .. t l1 0 Unit ed 
Hati ons have done. The combined annies of the lnv(lding Arab St a tes, uhom the 
United States, thro11gh its representa,ti ve, h e,s branded as aggr essors i n the 
Securi t;r Coun~i 1 of the Uhi t ed Nations, have been tr. rown back by the e:·.10 £'.ttled 
J e,.,s and have , ind.eed, been saved fro:n complete rout only by the very timely 
"Truce" vhich t.he Securi. ti Council imposed on July 15. It seems no,-,, hot·revor , 
th o,t either a.s a reward for their aggression or to compensate them ;for their 
uneXJ)ected defeat, the State of !srael is to be disme:n'bered an ti t,·ro-thirds of 
its terri to1y aid practical] y all its mineral we~lJlih given to the ae3ressors . 
While the City of J e rusalem, Nith its overwhelmingly Jewish porJu.l nti on end great 
Jewish institutions, is to be turried over to the mercies of its surroun ding Arabs 
while tmd.er nominal United Nations "control". 

Count :Bernadotte recommends this treatment of Jerusalem bec ause 11 of its 
religious and in tern&tional sienificance." :But it h ad the same significDnce on 
June 27 of this year when he proposed that Jerusa.lem should be turned over com­
pletely to the Arab State of Trans-Jordc:n . He then apparently believed that its 
international significance should bA forgotten in favor of the Arabs. It was 
only l.'hen it becarr.e eviclent that the Jews would pre.vent the ce,rrying out of his 
recommendation of June 27 by force of anns that the p resent, new recommendation 
was advanced. But it amounts in effect to t h e ssme thing as the old recommenda­
tion, and the Jews are doubtless reaay to d.efend th~mselves Bgainst it, too, by 
force of anns. 

9/23/48 
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STATElfEN~ OF THE GOVERH1JENT OF ISRAEL 
WITH RE1f~E1JCE TO TPE ::BE.tlllATIOTTE PLAN, 

ISSUED IU PARIS S:EPTIMBER 221 1948 

The Israeli government is giving the most serious study to Count Bernadotte•s 
importa,it report to tho General Assembly. The people of Israel are eager for peace 
\7i th their Arab neighbors, and they will earnestly explore ull proposals which are 
put forward as n. basis for a final and lasting peace. 

while it is welcome that the report expresses the central fact of Israel's 
independence and vitality as a state, it would nevertheless be prematuro at t his 
st 3.fe to accept its c0 ... clusions i!l their entirety. Careful study ancl discussion 
are o'bvio11.sly essential. 

Thus, one of the conclusions which call~ for the most critic3l scrut~!lY is 
the s11ggestion tha.t the IJegeb be ei:cised from the stnte of Israelo The United 
lJatio:is special committee on Palestine, after an oxhausti ve ~tudy of the Pnleatine 
problem, recommended that the territ0ry of th8 IJogeb be included in the Je1.1ish 
stateo Tris recomt!endation was acceptBd by the General As sE-T11 bly.. To exclude the 
l;egeb from the ttat e of Isra.el would be to tace array two-thircls of its a:te8A, to 
reduce it t9 a miniature state, to constrict i t,s grovrth and to deny to the Je ish 
people the only available land reserve which offers the prospects of large-scale 
development. 

In a;ny discussion of the repo:::-t, the future of J erusalem will be the subject 
of special interest. :Besieged by foreign .Arab a1,nie~P the people of Jerusa1em yrere 
cut off from food a"ld v:ater, suffering ma"l.y casualties, ancl rrnre finally rescued 
from starvaJ.:,ion avid dea'th onl:r because the State of Israel established a lp.nd bridge 
from the coast. Under the c i ~~cw11~t.a11.ces, the people of Israel :md especially of 
Jerusalem uill not loo!c nith ec:uanimity on a.,iy -rlan whi ch \1ould jeopardize the fate 
of the 90,000 Jewish inhabi ta,its of that city by cutting them off from direct 
contact Tiith Israel. 

The governr.1ent of Israel nill pres~ably have an opportunity of making its 
official comment on these and other importrmt features of the report before the 
appropriate orgai-is of the General Assembly. 




