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COfY 

SUMNER WELLES 

My dear Dr. Akzina 

Oxen Hill Manor 
Oxon Hill, Maryland 

March 29, 1948 

Thank you ver1 much for your letter of March 24. 

The Australian &nbassy had already sent me Dr. Evatt 1s 

statement. The views he expresses are what I would have 

expected and I am confident that they will have a far

reaching and beneficial effect. 

I need hardly add that the developm nts or recent 

days have left me profoundly indignant. The difficulty 

of the moment naturally, in view or the posit ion ta.ken by 

the United States, is to decide upon the course best 

calculated to afford some alleviation of the present tragedy 

and at the same time promote the essential long-range objectives. 

With my kind personal regards, believe me, 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Sumner Welles 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, 
American Zioniet Emergency Council 

342 Madison Avenue, 
New York 17, New York. 



C 
0 

p 
y 

• 

SUMNER ,LL :1S 

Personal 

My dear Dr. Akzin: 

Oxon Hill Manor 
Oxon Hill, M .ryland 

April 9, 1948 

I enclose a self-explanatory telegram received 
this morning. 

Mr. Louis romfield is an old friend of mine and 
I have a high.regard for Will Rogers, Junior. I run, however, 
altogether unfB.l!liliar with the nlans that they are now 
formul ting for this meeting in Madison Square Garden on 
May 11, and I am equally unaware as to the -oosi tion which 
the responsible authorities of thP Jewish AFency are taking 
with re ard to this ~roject and with r ~ard to the activities 
that the American League for a Free PR1estine is cArrying on. 
At the present moment there is, unfortunately, so much 
friction between many of the grou~s and organizations 
interested in the Palestine cause and the purposes of several 
of these groups, as they have occe.siona.lly bePn broUFht to 
my attention, seem torn~ to be so wholly destructive in 
their results, howevPr ell-intentioned they may be, that 
because of my own ever-growinp desire to do whBt I cPn to 
further effP.ctively the establishment of an independent 
Jewish Commonwealth, I feel the only wise solution for me 
is, before respondin~ to invitations such as the one I 
enclose, to obtain the confidential advice of the Jewish 
Agency. 

If you will, therefore, be so kind as to let me 
have your sug~estion as to the desir~bility of my accenting 
this invitation, I would be most 1;rateful . 

Believe me. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Enclosure. /s/ Sumner Welles 

Dr. Benjamin Ak:zin, 
American Zioni~t Emergency Council, 

142 Madison Avenue. 
New York, New York. 
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Honorable Sumner Welles 
Oxon Hi 11 Manor 
Oxen Hill, Maryland. 

My dear Mr. Welles: 

April 11, 191-,.a 

I hasten to reply to your letter of April 9th 
regarding the communication wbich you have received from 
Messrs. Louis Bromfield and Will Rogers on behalf of the 
American League for a Free Palestine. The Zionist leaders 
whom I have consulted in confid~nce ref'A.rdinp; this matter 
have asked me to thank you for your thoughtfulness in 
asking for our advice. They are unanimous in feeling that 
an acceptance of the invitation on your i:s,rt would only 
serve to confuse the public. They hope, therefore, that you 
will abstain from endorsing the nro~osed demonstration of 
the American ~ague. 

The or~anized Zionist movement in America greatly 
deplores the separatist activities of the American Leaf!Ue 
for a Free Palestine. The Zionist leA.ders, chosen by a 
large electorate and reenonsi ble to it, a r e of the 
opinion thPt this se~, ratist or~anization, unwillin~ to 
submit to democratic discipline, is utterly unrepresentative 
of Jewish opinion. It is further the opinion of the Zionist 
le dershin that certain of the activities of the American 
League, however well intentioned its individual sponsors 
may be, are a serious danger to the cause of Jewish Palestine. 
This is particularly the case of the "Registration of Vol'\llltePrs 
for the George WAshington Legion II sponsored by the American 
League, an enterprise which, in the opinion of the Zionist 
leaders in this country, complicates rather than solves the 
problem of Jewish manpower in Palestine. 

The Executive of the Jewish Agency, whom I have 
el•o consulted in this matter, fully and unreservedly shares 
this view. 

BA:lb 

Encl 

Yours very sincerely, 

Benje.min Akzin 
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My dear Dr. Ak:zin: 

Oxon Hill Manor 
Oxon Hil 1, Meryland 

April 14, 1948 

Thank you for your most helnful lett 0 r of Anril 

11. In consequence of the information ~iven me in your 

letter, I have written a reply to Mr. Bromfield and t~r. 

1 ill Rogers, Junior, of which I ~nclose a ccpy tor your 

information. 

With my kind i-rsonal re.~erds, believe □e, 

/a/ Sumner \ielles 

Enclosure. 

Dr .. Benjamin Akzin 
American Zionist Emergency Council 

)42 Madison Avenue, 
New York, New York. 
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Oxon Hill Manor 
Oxon Hill, Maryland 

April 14, 1948 

Messrs. Lou.is Bromfield and Will Rogers, Jwiior, 
Suite 1401, 25 West 45th Street, 

New York, New York. 

Sirs: 

I deeply regret that it is impossible for me to attend the 
meeting to be held under the auspices of the American LeaeuP-
for Free Palestine at Madison SquAre Garden on May 15, next, 
or to agree to serve as a sponsor for the meeting. 

I recognize, of course, the hi~h uur-poses by which you 
have been motivated in organizing this meeting. The ultimate 
obje¢tive that you seek, namely, the nrompt establishment of a 
free and independent Jewish CommonweAlth in Palestine· is an 
objective which I most heartily endorse and toward the at t ainment 
of which I shall contribute in every way that lies within my power. 
I feel, however, that under pre sent condit i ons the registration 
of volunteers for the George Weshin ton Le,non i s an Pnterprise 
which gravely comulicates the whole si tu?t i on in Palestine and 
which impedes rather than furthers the adoption by our own Government 
of a nolicy which will help the cause of Jpwish indenendence. 

Because of my belief in the fundamental princinles of Zi onism 
it is a matter of very real concern to me that so many of the 
organizations working for the ultimate establishment of an 
inde · ndent Jewish state should now be operating wholly at cross 
purposes and should be spending so much time and effort in attacking 
one another instead of working solidly together until the end 
which they all seek hes finally been reached. These conditions in 
my opinion have not only greatly confused non-lewish American pubiic 
opinion, but have also had an exceedingly unfortunRte effect by tending 
to alienate general sympathy from the Zionist cause. 

Under pre sent conditinns, ther efore, I feel tha t I must 
limit ~self to supporting the policies adopted by the leadQrs 
who are directing the Jewish Agency. 

Believe me, 

Sincerely yours, 




