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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

• 34"• MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members t,f Americ&'1. Zionist Emergency Council Date January 2, 1948 

Prom Harry L. Shapiro 

The enclosed memo.randum with attacllment was sent tod~- to the Chairmen 
of Local Emergency Committees. 

HLS:LD 
Encs. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342_ MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Oha.innen of Local Emergency Committees Date January 2, 1948 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Under sepL1 rate eover ,,.,a have sent you a number of speeches made at the recent 
dinner in tribute to Dro Abba Hillel Silver on the eve of his der,arttre for 
Palestine. 

Please study the significant address of Dr. Silver carefully as it contains the 
basic eleip.ents of our prLsent :policy. Also convey its contents to the members 
of "(rour committee so that they may bn provi d.od. ,,ii th an appraisal of the current 
si tuationo 

- -
Yesterday the fu: Y_ork j'imes published a story from London, which is the be-
ginning of a new smear eanpai by the officials of the British Forei Off ieo 
against Zionism, The purpo~~e of the Times story ,...,as to gi vo the iml?ression 
that Communist agents are arriving in Palestine on Je ,iah refugee shipa coming 
from Eastern ports of debarkation. Attached is a statement issued by Dro Israel 
Goldstein, Acting Cho.i riaan of the Ame rican Zionist Jib1ergency Council. Should 
any item appear in Y'~ 1r locn-1 press which is similar to the Times dispatch 
described above, please utilize the attached as an a.ns1er. Wo will very shortly 
send you o. mem~randum which will Ct.nolyze this new British propag~da campaign. 
It is essential that ,-,o keep on thP. alert to oxposo uny new movo which the 
British, the Arabs, or s mo subordinate officials of our Stato Dcpartm,Jnt mey 
make to so.botage the implemcntntion of the UN decision en Palestine~ 

I am departing t'n a leave of absence of soveral men ths<' Mr. Abo Tuvira will 
occupy my position d 1ri!lg this in te rvo.l, I sincerol:r hope that you will e1 vo 
him the samo splendid cooperation that you ha.vo accorded me. 

lindest regards. 

HLS:RB 
Enc. 



STATIMENT BY DR. I SRA~ GOLnST'mili 
ACTING CHAIRMAN OF THE J.HERIC.AN ZIONISf EMERG:@NOY COUNCIL 

JANUARY 1, 1948 

The dispatch in this moming 1s ~ Ycr~Jimes quoting un-named British sources 
as charging that homeless Jews, n~w en route to Palestine aboard the refugee ships 
Pan York and Pan Crescent, are Commurdst "fifth column" agouts is the lat est examplo 
of the British smear campaign against Jewish r efuge es end. the Zionist movement. 
It is a matt er of dee-p regret that a great .American ncwsra11cr like the New York 
Tim os should thus lend itself to the circulation and prominont display of deliber
ate fabrications emanating from British propagandists whos o desi~s are all too 
trnnsparent. No doubt tho a11thors of this l at est canard -- Mro Bevin 1 s a s soci a tes 
in the British Foreign Offico - h~pe to fright en public O})inion by linking tho 
Zionist movement with Communism. This n ow variation on on nncient and discordont 
ther.ie is strnnge , indeed, coming as it docs from individuals who, only n. f ew weeks 
ago, were threatening that nid to tho Jewish cnuse ~ill drive the Arabs into 
Russia's nnns. Now that thia lino hus be en discr(·dit od by the United Nations 
decision on Pal e stine, which waa the r esult of th i~ hannonious coopcro.tion of 
the United States and the Soviet Union, these samo mischief-makers hnvo sot out 
to insinua te that J owish r~fugc cs desperat ely ae eldne to ont or thr ir hom elnnd -
and still barrod by British armod force -- arc serving Communist interests. I run 
confident th~t these lat est British propa.gonda maneuvers agnin~t Zionism will fail 
l'..S miserably as did tho carli nr ones, and that public opinion will not be influonced 
by such planted stories, which are as he~rtles s as t hey are false. 

Zionism, needless to s ay, serves as the agent of no foreign power. It is 
nothing more or loss than th o Jewish peoplo 1s agent for nutc- cr.iancipntion. 
This cause h n. s furth onnore won th G s1lpport of .Am eriea.n opinion gener n.lly, :~d 
th e rostei, of devoted and un eq_uivocal Christi.-m friends of Zionism includes 
the nnmes of tho forer11ost ..,..,. l enders of our country - Repttblicans rmd Democrats 
alike. Wo are, of courso, happy th at both the East and th G West could come 
together in evolving a joint solution to the F:u ostine question, This is cause 
for general gratification and was hail ed by leaders of the u. S, Government as 
one of the few happy nugurics for the future of the United Nations. Now British 
agents are socking to destroy the UN decision on Fal ostine by throwing the entire 
issue into the arena of big powor strife und antagonisn. Onco again I n.m confident 
th Rt they will not succeed. 

As for the miserable men, women and ehildren aboard those two refugee ships -
their only "political" affiliation is their J:1er.ib e1~ship in the various Zionist 
parties and orgMizations, non e of which is Communist or remotely associated 
with th e Soviet Union, It should be added, in passing, that the e.fore□entioned 
dispatch distorts also tho mutter of th e recontly-unnoW'lced rosignation of 
Moshe Snoh from tho Jewish Aganey Executive -- a dovolopment which h ~d nothing 
whatever to do with the selection of Jewish rofugoce for onigration to Pru.estine, 
as was alleged• 



DRJ\]'T OF MODEL LEr:l.'ER TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Sir: 

With tragic regularity .America.'1 newsp a1,ers have been carryin6 daily nccm.L.'1ts 
of the strife and t e~1 si on now spreading t hrough the Holy La!1d. Al t ho11£h t h e cries 
of the wounded and dying cannot be heard in this country, the p eople of t he Un· t ed 
Stat es - as, indeed, t h e people of nll t he nations of t 11 e world - should not 
consider t :ie turmoil i!l Palestine as a local struggle bet wee~1 J ews al'ld Arabs, in 
which .Americans should maint ain a 11 ha11ds-off 11 att i t u de. It vdll bo r ecalled t hat 
it was not t h e J ews TTho decided on the p artiti on of Pal estine, bnt the United 
nations, It s~1 ould !1ot be exI,, ccted, t her 0f o~· c , t h~-i.t t h e whole burden of putting 
into effect the dee i sion of the i;rorld' s hi ghest t ribu:1al should rest exclusively 
u:pon t he overtaxed shoulders of t h o J cw.'.s~1 p eop l o of ?:1.lestine. 

In r ecfl:p ituJ.atint; tho evonts which led 1.1.J-' to the ":.TN ad.option of partition• 
one must co:'1.sic.er th~t it \-ras only 1dt sr a long a..."7.d careful ox3mination of the 
UlJSCOP r oport I fiJ·st by t h o Ad Hoc Comu i tt oe an d fi nal l y by the Gen oral Assc~1bly • 
that t he U!lit od Eations fi!wl l y reached its decision to divide t he Holy Land. 
The U:1it ed. Uati o!l s was co1:1_p lctoly auare of all the diff iculties i~1volvcd, a!ld w~s 
foreuarned, not onc e , but 110.;1y tines 'by del egc..tes of Arab Sta t es of t hoir resolve 
to oppose by viole:ic0 an? docisi on of t he t;n j_ted 1Jnti m1s f avorable to p3rtition . 

l~evert heless, it is to t he ete:·nal c:.:- edi,t of the 1 11:r that it acted despite 
these t i1reats and in the f ull knoul edge o:f all that \""as i nvolvedo If t he Un i ted 
Hations were now to be intimid.a.ted by Arab vi ol ence, br riots and demonstrations 
deliberately calculated to make the \-:Orld believe t bat t h e UlT decision is impos .. 
siblc of implementati on, t hen it TTould suffer an ir::.."e})arable loss of prestig e and 
a.uthori ty • I ts future effect i ve~_1ess a'"" the age:1.cy nto bring about by peaceful 
mea.l'ls nnd in conformity with the p ri!1ciples of just ic0 a!ld constitu tional la1•, 
adjustment or settlement of internat ional disputes or sitnations which might lead 
to a br oach of the peacen -- 1Jo11ld b e dis~i~trously 1.1.ndcnnined, 

The future of t h e United l~ations wil1 be enormously strengthened in the diffi
cult months ahead if our o,;m Gover~111ont will live np to its moral and leg[-11 obli
gations, a2.1d actively coop erate r;it 11 t ::~ e Uni t ed nat i ons m 1 the question of Pales
tine. Since the last nar t be Un .i. t 0·1. Statos ~1as assumGd unpreced(_:mtcd diplomatic 
initiative and pre-eminent leua.e1·sh ip in r;orld. nffairs. Destiny hns singled it out 
for J eadership in this century. It ha s boldli" nssun: ed thri t role. In ma."ly parts 
of t h e ,.;orld t h e impact of t hat },oliticnl direction is no 1 ... folt, Pal estine is 
clen.rly r;rithin t he orbit of t hose groat J?Olit i cnl r> roblems TTh ich .~0ric'l, tru e to 
its ansumed rol e , must f uco, tmc1 to vl...i ch it mu st br i:1e t he same det 0rm ined leader
ship v1hich ha s c .. 1aracte rized its 0p~-:) roo..ch to other r:orJ d p robloris. 

With ref or snce to Palestine, our Go7ernmcnt no r, strinds commi tted to the imple
mentation of ynrti tiono T.1e 1 U :rla.'1 is no TT n.l'l tntegrnl :rnrt of off icinl American 
foreign pol i cy. Our Govornm1:,nt shonld ass ist t !-1-e UH in every rm.y possi blc nnd 
should em]'.)loy nll its diplomntic ma.chiner;y- and influ.c11c0 to e~c) edite t h e imp lemon
tn.tion of the Palestine solutioy10 Delay is dt't1t; t-:: rous, Defeat \'Till be C.'.1.tn.strophic .. 
to the future peace of t h e -r.·orld, 

I run convinced that if the partition of Fal osti?10 i::J to bo f :1.i thfully effec
tuated, thon the United Hations riust act i n n m:mncr t hnt uould loav0 no doubt ns 
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to its intent. In vie,v of the dcteriorntion of public security in Palestine FL"ld 
the failure of the British authorities to rnctintain ardor, it r.ow r.\p:peo.rs tho.t rL'1 

intornational force -- evon n. smnll one -- should n.ccompnny the Uni tod lJo.tions 
Comuission \'ildch hns b e.on delcg.·1..ted to cr1..rr~r out tho actucJ. pr:.rtitioning of tho 
Holy Lrn:1d• This intcrnntionnl force, :-i.lthough not n0c0ssarily grnat in n unbers , 
must hnow .,.h~t it is thoro for. !ts rnilitr-try deployment in the Holy La.'1d uould 
be ..-i. co!1cr0t e symbol of the authority of the United Hntions a.rid servo [1.S n. p0\1cr
ful detl~rre!lt to further violGncc. 

Certai~1ly it is ir,1p erative that the Je1.rn of Paler.tine should be giyen every 
right to def end t~1er.u.sel ves, They have tJ!e r:wn:- o,1er in the para-mll i tary orga!li
zatio11 of Haga_r1.ah~ but this for.ce is ·"'n.d.Ly in " eed of arms and mn.teriel. Surely 
the nations of the wo1·ld whi.ch votf.?d to cr~.ato n 1.Tcw~ sh State -- and especially 
the United States -- must feel <'h1tybulud. to in••,,.·,· thnt the ci.tizcns of that 
State are properly e(]ui_pped to protEct t h ernseJY1.}r; ap;·~.inst tr,o assaults of tho~e 
who are determined to defy the will and consci once of the ·world's highest tribunnl. 

The United St n.t es holdR t Le key to thG s: tu.n.tion, both \7i th regard to tho 
formation of an i!1terna.tion:1l force aria. in tho p:i.•opGr 0<1.uipment of tho Je1.1 i sh 
militia. In our long :r~s to:L1 ?; 01.11· Govr;3:s_•nmunt has !lot hesitated to send. arms and. 
military missions in other lJDl'.'ts of tr:.e v.orld to back up its for (., ign policy. It 
should not hesitate now~ 

Slncnrely yours, 

1/12/<rP, 



~Miki.-;.~ ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date January 12, 1948 

From Abe Tuvim 

Enclosed ;:,rou will find t he following two items: 

1. Statement issued by t he Jewish Agency for Palestine with reference to the 

munitions seized by U, So Government agencies. 

2. A form letter embodying important elements in the Zionist position with refer

ence to the Palestine sit1aticn. 

We urge you to arrange for the ,,•idest ponsi1 Jc cjnr,0 ·11ination of this infoiin '- tion. 

Thora h ave b o0n many news stories and radio 'brcA c1 ..,(1r'js which havo distorted and 

oft on misrc1) resen ted the facts as we know tl1rnn. Jc mnst got our case before tl o 

people . 

With refer ence to the stato:non t 'by tho Jowi sh Agency, it should bo m do :perfectly 

clear that tho Agency pla rod no part ,-!hat sonvor in t ":lc incidrmt in ,..;1ich cases 

of oxploslvos wore scizod aboard a ship ,_-,hich was to sail for Pal oGtinc. The 

materials which wore confiscat ed sabs oq11ont to this incia.ont woro purchased 

legally and ,-rore snbjoct to D.)J .:lication for formal eX]1ort license. Nothing 

in tho tro.nsaction was in violation of an;;r fed eral law or statute. 

In the r10.tte1 .. of the form letter which we are sending you, we advise ver-;y- strongly 

that you do not u.se it in its _ resent form unless it is for the purpose of orient

ing editors of :rour newspapers in personal visits~ If it is to be used in a 

letter to t he editor of your newspaper , it should be rewritten, since it would 

not do to have identical letters sent by d.ifforcnt people in either tho sane 

city or in neighboring citios. 

We cannot urge you too strongly to act on this directive at once. It is of the 

utmost i :npo rtance to tho future of tho Y:t shuv that t he .AMeri can poopl c be sot 

stra1ght on the issues confronting us . 

It ,1ould be hol·,·;ful if you could got o · tstanding Christians ·in your community to 

issue statements based on t ... 10 info rma ion we arc Gondi n youo 

It is also vital that this argun0ntation be adc available to ;vour radio com:.10n

tators and to friondl,/ C iristian 'nini.sters ho 1i ·.t be eood. or.ough to 2- rcach on 

the subject . This is tho tir.10 for action. Wo a.cJ>cnd upon you and. our ood 

friends in you.r co::1r.1u~1i tJ to carry o t t}. is dircct:i, vc with dispatch wd efficiency. 

We will look forward to r ocoiving l our r e;port. 

Kind est r egards. 

AT :RB 
Encs. 



STAT~~TT BY 
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PAL:BlSTI E 

The Jm:tl sh l)Oople of :Palestine are in desperate need of annn for their 

defense. The ex-Mufti of Jerusalnm • who collaborated with Hi tlcr in the 

destruction of 6,000,000 Jews in Europe, has now called tho Arab world to 

ans to carry on his work of ~assacro and extcr.nination. 

Through his connections with tho Arab League and the Arab stat es , tho 

Mufti has the facili tics to acqui::..·c arms a:-i_<1. ::rnni tions for ag~rcssion and 

invasion. The Jewish Agency for Po.l.esti r:.o 11. rs the r.os-ponsibili tics of a 

state about to be born. It must protect t 10 lives and hones of tho 700,000 

mon, women and children of Palostine. Tho United No.tions decision rm.de no 

provision for an int ~rn'1tional forc o , but did pro'f;idc for a Jewish nili tia 

to defend the Jewish state o.nd to maintnin public security. tt therefore 

d0volved upon the rospon~;i blo dofonso forces of the Jewish corimuni t y of 

:Palestine to rnsh preparations in a raco ngrJ.nst time in view of the th1·ont

encd Arab am,-cssion in defin.nco of the UoN• docisio~ and the announcon early 

withdrawal of British troops. 

Accordingly, stGps were taken to arr:mge for tho lcgitimc.to purch~so of 

war surplus matGriel and eqnipnont. To facili tat o these purchases, the Je\\ri sh 

Agency made dollar credits n.vailableo The materials found near Asb11ry Park 

on Thnrsday were, to the best of our knowled.ge, l egal ly procured to await 

legi timnte shipment. It has thro11g1.1out been our understanding tha t all such 

purchnscs and their transpo1·tation were in full conformity with Americon law. 

We c.re proud to give our aid to the cmbo.ttled Jews of Palestine. We 

trust that materiel urgent for their defenne may soon bo shipped to them 

legally and with God 1s help reach them in time to meet their grave emergency. 
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Honorable Harry s. Truman 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

WESTERN :; TI :'•N 

January 17, 1948 

The Arab attack upon the Jewish people ins·i:-lired by the ex-Aufti of Jer 1salen 
and former collaborators of Adolph Hitler js also an attack upon the authority of 
the United. Nations and the prestige of the United States. 

The decision of the United Nations to partition Palestine was the first great 
definitive judgment of that body on an important international disnute. Should 
that decision be nullified by deliberate sabotage on the part of Arab states, 
which profess adherence to the United. Nri.tions Charter, the usef,1lness of that 
body would be irreparably impaired and i tG fut,Jre jeo~rnrdi zed. 

In view of the unlikelihood thA.t an intern:\tional police force ean be 
organized in time to avert disaster, we respectf1:: . .lly call u-;,on you to take 
immediate action to modify the arms embnrgo to the Middle Ea!'t so A.S to nermit . . lend-lease and shipment of military equip1;1en t to those st::i.tes that su1_:n:,ort t he 
United Nations decision to partitton Palestine. There is no other 8-lternR.tive 
at the present time: and time is of the essence. 

We are mindful, Mr . President, of :rou.r many exertions to fulfill our n:ltion's 
pledges to the Jewish people, It was the resolute nction of our government at 
Flushing Meadows which brought forth t?1e decision t0 p:-irtition Palestine. 

It is indefensible to exert our initiative to creP..t,3 A. Jewish State on nai;,or, 
and then simultaneously declare an arms embargo, the onl:,, effect of which is to 
enable Arabs to m~ssacre defenseless Jews And orevent the fulfillment of th o 
objective we so r-trderitly sought. We would do si!7lple justice t o the J c\7ish peonl e , 
while serving the cause of peace, to assist them in their heroic effort to resist 
A.ggression perpetrnted in violA.tion of intcrn.~?.tional law. 

THE COMMITTEE TO Amii THE JEWISH STATE ro1)resenting Amoric~!l business, civic 
and professional leaders of all religious faiths appe::i.ls to you, Ur. Presid8nt, 
to take prompt action to en'.lble the Jewish people tn defend themselves and to 
defend at the s;:une time the authority of the United !Rtior.s and the nrestiee of 
the United States. 

CQ -,iMITTE3 TO ARM THE JEiVISH STATE 
Robert F, V/aenor, Honorary ChairmA.n 
Dean Alfangc, ChA.irm::tn 
9 East 40 Street 
New York, N. Y, 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

Prom 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local :E.1 wr :,ency Corrrn~ tt ces Date 

Abe Tuvir.i 

i n t .1e ni ted States as lt'10t~1c2 ston i 1 c·u· C£i!:1J)c i,i:,1 to c~arify, and 

to sti ulate s.,rm11at 1y for, ou~ co.useo 

'Ihe material crabodied in th:3 stateme!1t ap1 ::>~.red also as full po.ge 

advertisements in t~o 

WAS~I: GTOU POST .a 

;e urge most strongly that. hc1'"vv or ,.>OSGi le t ii s stat emcnt and 

the im:porto.nt sig turcs which a:t·c a.1: 1,ondec. bo rlacrd by Zionist 

com •·,mnities as an t.Cvcrtiscr.10:it in d,dly nt,\•·Sp pors . 'lhe stat ment 

may be used alGo in ouch oricatation work as may bo goir. 6 on runong 

radio co nmentators. 0tc . 

:Cf any nc •:spap ~rs in your city 1:sc tho nntt~rial , ihothor sent 

by us or placed by you., ,,.,,e wo•.ud be era.tcf11l for tear shoots . 

Kindest rognrds. 

AT : GH 
Encs . 



,. 

TO THE UNITED STATES AND THE Ul7ITED NATIONS 

Since the United Nations General Assembly voted for the partition of 

Palestine on November 29, 1947, a shameful situation has arisen to ,-,hiah 

public opinion cannot remain indifferent. 

Openly def;ring the United Nations, the gov rnmcnts of tb.e Arab States, 

themselves members of the UN, are deli be rat el~" encouraging aggression against 

tho Jews of Palestine. The~r are using Syria, Leb&non, Egypt and Iraq as bases 

for these operatior..s. They aro prov:lding fu .1ds, amnunition and military train

int;, and have already launched attacks iTI force lron Syria and Lebanon against 

Palestinian Jern. In PalestL1e itself this state of affairs has resulted in 

unbridled violence by ar~ed Ar~b bands orgonized by Haj A~in el Husseini, the 

snne Arab leader who, during the war, irnmesa,1rably aided Hi tlor in bro.::dcnsts 

from :Berlin urging the ~foslems of the Middle East to revo 1 t agains the Allies,. 

This campnign of violer..ca has no mor:u. justificgtion. It is directed 

ago.inst n decision of the United Nations :-w.de only after nearly twenty con

mi ttees of inquiry in "estigntea. the rroblen over a period of more tha.."1 25 

years. This decision was, finally, a cor.1p1·or.1ise which granted nc:.tional 

states in Prlestine to both Jews and Arab~. 

'Ihe CRnp~ign of violence we now witness does not sprin~ fron o. spontaneous 

uprising by the n~jo~~ty of Pnlestine 1s Arabs. On the contrary, they wish to 

live in :pea, ... a with their Jewish neighbors. :Su.t they are terrorized by the 

Mufti 1s bo.:.1d.3 a~_,:.stcd by his confederates in Coiro, :Snghdad, Beirut und 

Donascns. S:i bL:tfic,mtly, Arab violence is largely directed ogninst Jerusale□ 

which, acco1:ii.ng to tho UN decision, is to bo an inte1·nationnl territory 

been.use of its s :1cred ch~rn.cter to the Christian world. 
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The ca1:1paign of Arab aggression, led by a group of forner Mo.zi c,llies 

and aided by accomplices across tho frontiers, is therefore diroGtcd not only 

ngn.inst the Jews, not only against the peaceful majority of the country's 

Arabs, but against tho authority of the United Nations itself. 

This is a bold atter.rpt to blackmail the United Nations into subnission. 

It is an ntte□pt by violence to render impotent the first great decision of 

the United Nations. If this ca':ll)nign succeeds, it will reduce the United 

N r.tions to a debating society. In a raonent vhen world peace is the hope of 

nll men of good will, it will sr1n.sh the effectiveness of tho only instrument 

of inter:intional per,ce we possess. It will disil 1usion those □illions who 

h ad ho-oes that at lnst sane wey other than the holocaust of war could be found 

to settle international proble~s. 

If the United Nations cannot make its :Palestine decision stick, if a 

handful of willful men can pi~event a UN decision fron being carried out because 

they do not like that decision, then no future action of the UH will have nore 

worth than the paper upon which it is written. 

For this state of affairs not only the Mufti and his cohorts are responsible. 

Other powers are not wholly free of res-ponei bi 11 ty. The British GovornI'lent, 

which insisted that it retain sole control over the country and so)s) reSJ)onsi-

bi li ty for law and order until the t0mination of the Palestine M.:mdate, soeos 

either unwilling or unable to nr~intain law and order. We do not u.ttenpt to judge 

whether it is a □atter of un.,.rillingness or of inability. But tho fact remains 

that the security situation in Palestine is steadily det0rioratine. 

One thing is certain: while Arab ba.nds attack Jewish settle□ents, blockade 

,-ride areas, and weylay traffic on the highw~rs, British offici 8.lS o.nd forces have 
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repeatedly interfered with Jewish defense and counterattack, reneatedly 

arrested and disarmed the defenders, and repeatedly confiscated their 

armaments. 

The United Nations has not yet taken action against these 0vert acts 

of its Arab member-governments, which constitute an open defiance of the 

Resolution of the General Assembly and of the Charter itself. Nor has the 

United Nations reacted as yet to the fact that the Mufti's bands and the 

attitude of the British Administration are a cleRr challenge And threat to 

the authority of this international bod._v. 

If only the safety of the 700,000 Jews of Palestine were nt stR.ke, this 

alone should h~ve evoked t~o concern of Amerierui public opinion. Our Govern

ment was largely instrumentA.l in bringing about the United Nations decision 

on pnrtition. Wh~t had we in ~ind when we encouraged tho Rspir~tionn of the 

Jewish people to nationhood in Palestine? Was it our intention to leqve them 

there defenseless? 

Much more is nt st.'lke thrui our moral responsibility toward the Jews. We 

repeat, the very futuro of the United m~tior.s is in jenpardy. This o-pen defi

ance of a United N~tions decision comes from R group of Middle Eastern states, 

which denend upon the UN and the Western world for their sovereignty and inter

national recognition, for their noliticn.l .md military protf)ction a.swell as 

economic development. If we permit such conduct on the part of the Arab States, 

then the authority of the Uni tea. NA-tions will suffer a stagf£ering blow v:hich 

can result in incalculable ha.rm t(') men everywhere, 

Let us make no mistake about the druig0rs involved in this situ~tion. The 

conflict may widen nnd assumo world-wide dimensions, or this aggression of 

the Arab States can be restrRinod, thus making the Palestine solution a potent 
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factor for peace and stability in the world. America must help to detennine 

whether the effectiveness of the UN shall be destroyed or strengthened. 

The United States wants peace in the world. It is to its vital interests to 

uphold the Palestine decision of the United Nations. Cur Government should 

therefore actively support the following measures: 

1. A stern warning to the Arab States colling for an end to 

the sabotnge of the UN decision, 

2. An unmistakn.oly clear declarP-ti on to Great :Britain that as 

long as she remains in Palestine, her a.rmed forces can be 

neither neutral nor quasi-neutral, but must align themselves 

in defense of public law and the UN decinion. 

3. 1mmediate use of the pro:oer UM agencies to provide internati onal 

military protection for Palestine Jewry and make immediately 

available the necessary mili tarJ force to i riploment the United 

Nations decision on Palestine. 

4. Immediate equiprnen t of the Baganah, under United Mat ions auspices, 

to enable this J0wish constabulary dofensa force to carr-y- out 

police powers within Jewish territory in Palestine. 

Only in this manner can the United States and the United Nations prevent 

the threatened conflagration, The delay in implementing the UN decision has 

encouraged the Arab League and the Mufti in their defiance of the UN, and have 

forced the Jewish people to resort to desperate means to provide themselves with 

arms for th.eir defense and the maintenance of the UN decision. 

THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 

Dr, Henry A. Atkinson 
Senator Owen Brewster 
Frank Buxton 
Bartley C. Crum 
Samuel Guy Inman 
Senator Edwin C. Johnson 

Dr. Walter Clay Lowdermilk 
Senator James Eo Murray 
Prof. Harry A. Overstreet 
Dr. Daniel A. Poling 
Dr. Ralph W. Sockr.lan 
Senator Charles w. Tobey 

Sena.tor Robert F, Wagner 
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ADYEIITISIIMIENT ADYIERTISIEMIENT 

Since the United Nations General Assembly voted for the partition 
of Palestine on November 29, 1947, a shameful and deeply disquieting 
1ituation has arisen to which public opinion cannot remain indifferent. 

Openly defying the United Nations, the governments of the Arab 
S~ates, ~emselves members of t~e UN, are deliberately encouraging aggres
sion against the Jews of Palest1n~. They are using Syria, Lebanon, Egypt 
and Iraq as bases for these operabons. They are providing funds, ammuni
tion and military training, and have already launched attacks in force from 
Syria and Lebanon against Palestinian Jews. In Palestine itself this state of 
affairs has resulted in unbridled violence by armed Arab hands organized 
hy Haj Amin el Husseini, the same Arab leader who during the war im
measurably aided Hitler in broadcasts from Berlin urging the Moslems of 
the Middle East to revolt against the Allies. 

This campaign of violence has no moral iustification. It is directed 
against a decision of the United Nations made after nearly twenty commit
tees of inquiry had investigated the probiem of Palestine over a period of 
more than twenty-five years. The decision of the United Nations was, more
over, a compromise which granted national states in Palestine to both Jews 
and Arabs. 

The campaign of violence we now witness is not a spontaneous upris
ing by the majority 0£ Palestine's Arabs. On the contrary, they wish to 
live in peace with their Jewish neighbors. But they are terrorized by the 
ex-Mufti's hands assisted by his confederates in Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut and 
Damascus. Significantly, Arab violence is largely directed against Jeru
salem which, according to the UN decision, is to he an international terri• 
tory because it ia sacred to the Christian world. 

The campaign of Arab aggression, led by a group of former Nazi allies 
and their accomplices across the ,frontiers, is therefore directed not only 
against the Jews, not only against the peaceful maj(!rity of Palestine'• 
Arabs, but against the authority of the United Nations itself. 

This is a hold attempt to blackmail the United Nations into submis
sion. It is an attempt by violence to render impo~nt the first great decision 
of the United Nations. If this campaign succeeds,jt will reduce the United 
Nations to a debating society. At a moment when world peace is the hope of 
all men of good will. it will smash the effectiveness of the only instrument 
for international peace we poues1. It will disillusion those millions who 
had hopes that at last some way other than the holocaust of war could he 
found to settle international problems. 

If the United Nations cannot make its Palestine decision stick, if a 
handful of willful men can prevent a UN decision from being carried out 
because they do not like that decision, then no future action of the UN will 
have more worth than the paper upon which it is written. 

ADYIERTISIEMIENT ADVIEIITISIEMIENT 

For this state of affairs not only the ex-Mufti and his cohorts are 
responsible. Other powers are not wholly free of responsibility. The British 
G0-vernment, which insisted that it retain sole control over Palestine and 
eole responsibility for law and order until the termination of the Palestine 
Mandate, seems either unwilling or unable to maintain law and order. We 
do not attempt to judge whether this policy is dictated by unwillingness or 
inability. But the fact remains that the security situation in Palestine is 
eteadily deteriorating. 

One thing is certain: while Arab bands attack Jewish settlements, 
blockade wide areas, and waylay traffic on the highways, British officials 
and forces have repeatedly interfered with Jewish defense and counter• 
attack, repeatedly arrested and disarmed the defenders, and repeatedly 
confiscated their armaments. 

The United Nations has not yet taken action against those overt acts 
of its Arab member-governments which constitute an open defiance of the 
Resolution of the General Assembly and of the Charter itself. Nor has the 
United Nations reacted as yet to the fact that the ex-Mufti's hands and the 
attitude of the British Administration are a clear challenge and threat to 
the authority of this international body. 

Even if the only issue at stake were the safety of the 700,UOO Jews of 
Palestine, American public opinion should have been deeply concerned. 
Our Government was largely instrumental in bringing about the United 
Nations decision on partition, What had we in mind when we encouraged 
the aspirations of the Jewish people to nationhood in Palestine? Was it our 
intention to leave them there defenseless? 

Much more is at stake than our moral responsibility toward the Jews. 
We repeat, the very future of the United Nations is in jeopardy. This open 
defiance of the United Nations decision comes from a group of Middle 
Eastern states which depend upon the UN and the Western world for sover
eignty and international recognition, for political and military protection 
as well as economic development, If we permit such conduct on the part 
of the Arab States, then the authority of the United Nations will suffer a 

staggering blow which can result in incalculable harm to men everywhere. 

Let us make no mistake about the danger involved in this situation. 
The conflict may assume world-wide dimensions, or, alternatively, th:11 
aggression of the Arab States can he restrained, thus making the Palestine 
solution a potent factor for peace and stability in the world. America must 
help to determine whether the effectiveness of the United Nations shall he 
destroyed or strengthened. 

The United States wants peace in the world. It is to its vital interest, 
to uphold the Palestine decision of the United Nations. Our Government 
should, therefore, actively iupport the following measure& c 

I. A stern warning to the Arab States calling for an end to the sabotage of the UN decision, 

2. An unmistakably clear declaration to Great Britain that ai long as she remains in Palestine, 

her armed forces can he neither neutral nor quasi-neutral, hut must act in defense of public 

law and the UN decision. 

3. Immediate use of the proper UN agencies to provide international military protection for 

Palestine Jewry a11d make immediately available the necessary military fore~ to implement 

the United Nations decision on Palestine. 

4. Immediate equipment of the Haganah under United Nations auspices to enable this Jewish 

constabulary defense force to carry out police powers within Jewish territory in Palestine. 

Only in thl, manner can the United States and the United Nation, 

prevent the threatened confia8fation. The delay in implementing the UN 

deciaion hai encouraged th. AraL Leag~e and the ex-Mufti iia their 

defiance of the UN, and has forced the Jewish people to resort to desperate 

mean, to provide themselvea with arms for their delense and for the 

maintenance of the UN decision. 

AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 

DrlL- Henry A. Atkinson 
.. n. Owen Brewster 
Frank Buxton 

41 East 42nd St., New York 

Bartley C. Crum Dr. Walter Clay Lowdermt• 
Samuel Guy Inman Sen. James E. Murray 
Sen. Edwin C. Johnson Prof. Harry A. Overstreet 

Sen. Robert F. Wagner 

Dr. Danlel A. Pollns 
Dr. Ralph W. Sockman 
Sen. Chari•• W. Tobey 
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/~ERICAN ZIONIST k.MER6ENCY COUNCIL .. . 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen o:f Locnl F.me rgency Oommi tt ees Date January 21, 1948 

From Abe Tuvim 

Enclosed yo,1 will find the f ollowir.g: 

1. Oopy of a teleg~·am sent to Freel c.lent Truman by the 11 Commi tteo t.o A:rrn 

the Jewish S·cate. :1 which is self-ex lfu"1atory aud which mo.y e usd:'t(L 

to you in thE- we ::-:-c which you are car:::-ying on~ This was f ea·~n.ced 

widely by th e TJ ~·c·~s and radio. 

20 Reprint of the ad.vert1 some'1-t of the Amori can Ohri stir..n Pal estine 

Oommi ttee f!·orn Lhc Hural . Tri bnne of New York. We hop1; t~'la1i ;y-011 have 

made scme headway in rla~ing tt1 s material is an adverti scme:at in your 

local pres so It ,-ms sent to ;rou several do.ys a.go in mul ti 6ra1Jhed form, 

but wo are sendin8 tho p rinted layout as woll, 

In connection with this, it is subject to your own determination as 

to whether such advertisom0.1ts as you plnco in your newspapers arc signed 

by tho people whoso names apreur at the bottom of the advertisement or arc 

signed by locl~ leading Christions and Jews, or both. 

We will a1)prociate verJ muC'.'h rocoi ving copi cs of any advertisements 

you may placo. 

Regards. 

AT:RBH 
Encs. 
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WESTERN UNION 

NIGHT LETTER 

0 

JANUARY 27, 1948 
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M MAYOR OF ONE CITY TO THE MAYOR OF ANOTHER, I APPEAL TO YOU WHILE ON MY 

TEMPORA.RY VISIT TO YOUR COUNTRY FOR YOUR UUDERSTANDING, SYMPATHY .UTD MORAL SUPPORT. 

THE CITY OF SAVIV • PALESTINE, OVER WRICH I PRESIDE, WITH ITS ~O HUNDRED THOUSAND 

INHA.13ITANTS, HAS ONLY ONE SA.OBED AIM: TO DJVELOP AND GROW FOR THE GOOD OF I TS 

PEOl'LE, AND THE GLORY OF THE HOLY LA.lTD. I AM PBOUD TO SA.Y THAT IN ONE GEHEBATION, 

TELA.VIV HAS GROWN FROM A LITTLE SUBURB TO THE LARGEST CITY IN PALESTilra AND THE 

MOST MODERN, PROGRESSIVE CITY IU THE ENTIRE MIDDLE EAST. 

Mt CITY t AND OTHER TOWNS AND SETTLEMENTS IN PALESTINE ARE NOW THE TARGETS OF 

~ ARMED BANDS. IN DEFIAUCE OF UNITED NATIONS DECISIO~, HITLER'S W.A.mIME .A.P.Al3 

AGENTS All CONDUCTING A CAMPAIGN OF TERROR IN PALESTINE WHICH ElmANGEES THE ACHIEVF,. 

MENTS OF ONE OF THE FINEST CONSTRUCTIVE EFFORTS IN HISTORY. 

THEBE IS ONLY ONE AUTHORITY WHICH CAN STOP AEA.B VIOLENCE IN PAt,~STINEe TII.A.T IS 

TEE UMITED NATIONS. THEBE IS ONLY ONE POWER WHICH COULD MAKE THE UNITED NATIONS .ACT 

VIGOROUSLY AND IN GOOD TIME. THAT IS THE UNITED ST.A!rES, IN THE NAME OF TELAVIV, 

YOUR SISTEBr-CITY ON TEE SHORES OF THE BLUE MEDITEll:R.Ai'fEAN, AND IN THE N.AME OF PEACE 

AND HUMA.lUTY, I APPEAL TO YOU, MR. MAYOR, TO WSE YOUR POWERFUL VOICE FOR THE 

SPEEDY SUPPLY OF MEANS OF DEFENSE TO THE ATTAOXED JEWRY OF PALESTINE, AND FOR THE 

DETEBMINED IMPLn.raNTATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS DECISION ON PA.tESTINEe 

WITH MY F~TEBNAL WISHES FOR YOUR AND YOUR CITY 1S SUCCESS IN YOUii l'EAOEFUL 

ENDEAVORS. 
ISRAEL ROXACH, MAYOR OF TELA.VIV 
41 EAST 42ND S~:aEET, NEW YOBK 



EMER&ENCY COUNCIL 
34! MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local !mergenoy Committees Date 

From Abe TuYim 

January 28, 1948 

I am sure you will be interested in tho attachod copy of a 
telegram which was sent yesterday to tho Meyer of your city by 
Mayor Israel Rokach of Tol Aviv. Similar tclograns woro sent 
to the May·o rs of several hundred ei ti cs in tho r;xpec~ation t.hat 
they would give public expression to the noed for a ~ympathotie 
and helpful approach to tho Palestine pr0bl0m. 

I am aware of the intensive prog7ruJ ~f activity which un
doubtedly hai. been undertaken in ye,ur cc1i:mur.i t~,. as a result of 
our recent directives. I feel, however, that if it is at all 
possible, some effort should be mado to assist your Mayor in 
formulating his public rosponse to the aJ)poal from Mayor Rokach, 
and in directing this +Csponse to tho proper channels, i.e., 
press, radio and, where adviGable, the Washington scene. 

Kindest regards. 

AruRB 
Enc. 



• ~ rAM'ERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

OHAIBMEN OF LOCAL mE:RGENCY COMMITTEES Date January 30, 1948 

ABE TUVIM 

A SPECIAL EMERG:ENCY MEETirG OF REPRESENTATIVE COM-roNITIES OF THE 

AMERIO.AN ZIONIST ]MEr.GENCY COUNCIL WILL :BD HELD IN WASHINGTON, D.Ce, 

SU?-JJJAY, FEBRUARY 15TH AND l•10NDAY, FEJ3lltr ARY l6T!I, AT THE .rn.'ll SH COCJ11UNITY 

CENTER, 19TH .AND ~ STREETS NORTinlEST. The S1.in~ny session will begin at 
., 

11:00 A.M. KOSHER LUNCHEON WILL BE SERVED. Thor~ will be a mass meeting 

Sunday night at which Dr. Abba Hillel Silve:- is expected to report on his 

visit to Palestine and to revtew the critical. political situation which 

prompts the calling of this ~eeting. IT IS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTAMCE ':IHA.T 

YOUR CCM:UNITY BE REFRESDTTED. An effort will be made to provide hotel 

faci 11 ties for those "4'lO cannot do so directly'. We urge, however, that 

you mal~e your ~wn reservation, if at all possible. We will try to d~vote 

most of Mond~, February 16th for visits to Congressmen and Senatorse 

IT MIGHT J3E 1-TELL FOR YOUR Rn:RESENTATI VE TO BEGIN MAKING APPOINT71ENTS NOUe 

LET us KNOU BY ~'TIRE WHO WII L REPRESENT YOUR cot,NUNITY j]fl) WHETHER YOU .ARE 

MAKING YOUR OWN HOTEL RES:w.RVATIONS. 

• • • • • 
Our situation has not improved sufficiently to warrant any let-up in our ~resent oampaign to brine to the attention of the President of the 

United States and the Secretary of State tho deep misgittnse ve feel b&
cauee of their failure to take steps to implF1"1ent the decision rK the UN 
by the creation of an international force, or to provide arms !or the 
heroic Jews of the Yishuv. 

We call upon you to accelerate your efforts. Every avenue for poli~ 
tical contacts and for messa5Ss and telegrams to the President and the Secretary of State should be explai·ed and followed through. All friend.17 
organizations should be called upon to helpo Christians - ministers and 
other leaders in public life - should be enrolled in this effort, Eve17 
Jewish family ln your community should be represented by at least two 
telegrams. These activitiea are mo~t vital to our cause. Nothing should 
stand in the w,q of carrying them out. 



THE FOLLOWING WASHINGTON HOTELS, IN THE ORDER 
LISTED, ABE NEA:R THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTm 

HOTI!Ii ROOSEVELT 
HOT]!, MAYFLO\'lER 
HOT:B"li STATL"ti~ 
HOT:BL CARI/l\".IW 
HOTEL LAFAY!:::'TE 
HOTEL HAY-Jw.:,:.~S 
HOTEL AMBASSADOR 
HOTEL HAMILTON 
HOTEL WILLARD 
HOTEL WASHINGTON 

NOTE: When asking for reservations, please infonn the hotel 
of the time of your arrival, accommodations desired, and length 
of stay. 



\ AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER6ENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local mDergeney Conuni ttees Date February- 2, 1948 

From Abe Tuvim 

Enclosed you will find a fifteen minute radio scri~t, wich 
calls for the use of two speakers and a moderator. 

We have trled to cover the principal questions involved in 
the present Palestine situation and we feel that it would be ot 
great help if this material could be put on the a1 r in your com
muni ty. 

A strong effort should be made to get local radio time4 
Where it is difficult to obtain the services of a radio com
mentator, it might be well to ask an outstanding communi t;y 
leader to serve as the mo4,erator and have the answers given 
by the most representative and best-spoken among our people 
and our Chri etian friends. 

We will be ve17 glad to hear about any progress you mq 
make. 

Kindest regards. 

AT:RB 
Enc. 



SUGGESTED RADIO SCRIPT ---·---·-·-- .... 

MODERATOSi Good afternoon, ladies artd gentlemen, ~e subject of Palestine 

which has always been a most provoc ative one -- is est1eeial1y t i.melt at this 

moment since in our troublesome post-war world the Holy Land is one of those key 

places upon which the peace and future security of all of us may ver-J well hinge. 

Du1~ng the past six or seven weeks, bloodshed and civil strife have characterized 

life in the Holy Land. Moro than 900 :persons he.Ye been killed sinco the United 

Nations made its recommendation to divide l'o.leatine i "l to separate Jewish and Arab 

states. In the midst of al~ this grief and tunnoil, I am very happy that we have 

with us this afternoon two gentlemen -- Mr. A., 

(his title ond background.) 
flnd Mr. B. '--·----·---

(his title r.md b ~, ckgr-;,_md) ---

-- who are fo.rniliar with all aspects of the Palestine problem 8Ild wh o, I hope, 

will "oe able to bring us up-to-date on this vital subject. Mr. A., I wonder if 

you uculd be good eno11gh to start the d.iscussion rolling by giving us a brief 

sum.iiarJ of the si tuntion in Palestine rieht up to the present m011ont. 

Mr(' A◊ : Well, as you undoubtedly know, M·c\, (M .J ,1 0r ::1.tor), in 1917 in a docu

ment C.'."1led tho Bvlfo11r Declaration, tho Jews t:rr- ~e; i.,rcmised a n ,:-,, tionnl home in 

Pc.1lostine by the British war cabinet. After a qnfarter--centur-,1 of Jeuish immi

gratior.. and :reconstruction in Pn..lesti ne, the 13 ·.~1 ti :::h iss ued wha t is lmown as the 

Wnite Fo.p~r of .~939. This p,:•l].-,y cut down Jewi rh i rrn~ J.gr r;t~.on into t he Holy Land 

to a mc!·e trickle and sti:n.:.'.c.ted tha t c.fter f'i •7 (; :,reErs, inir-.1l gration would cease 

cooplete1y. l he Jews reacLed ::ost intenaely to this doctrine, because as they 

pointed 0,:r..t, th 1.:: sole ren::'lon for establishing a Je\1i~1. Nc:.:tionol Home in Palestine 

was that h a:re, in this litt:..e cou."'ltr.r, there wr-_s fiue.::!. l y s et asidt: one place on 

enrth to wti 0h J {;)WS could legal~;;, r.1i gr 0.t~ in the houI of t·1ei r neddo Jonsequent-

the J'ewish National Hone. It \JJ lJ. be re;1 ~.'l°oered thnt tho ycEJ.r in which tho 

:British inl3titutod this Wh i te :P r.,pc,r pol:i.cy -..ms -- jJ;<t -- the ye :.1.r of Munich 

ffid Chv.nborlnin appeas er.ien t" In t i!i s i ndt Gnce, t he :B:d ti sh l'..ppe c..sed the Arabs 

with the White !'rper. 

Wh ~.;n 'Wor~ c". i~ a: II fin ril :..y ended in 1945 , the Jews of ? ['lestino hc.d ever.r 

In the f:: rst rl nce, they hau. r.iad.e a signific ant ooniir. buti on to tt ~l 7 1 cd war 

.,.. t· • • th • 1 • t :I i Af i d It 1 e .. o:•:; 1n e r.1: .. 1. ary eaopa .gns n r ca on a y. In the se ... ond i:J.ace, the 

:a·r~ ci sl: L.1.bor rarty -- \\hich you will rectll cane into power after v ... lJ Doy -- hr .. 1 

Ocde strong cor.nitnents to the Jews, pro~ising then tliat they would do overythin 
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within their power to give the Jews the Statq -t;ha\ they desired.. And finally - ... 

and perhaps; r.i.oGt important -- the end of the War had disclosed the tragic story 

of six nillion Jewish casualties to the Nazi war machine -- with about a million 

and a half Jews still alive in E').rope, but wi t!l Dl© plaie~ to go,. With these t lnec 

factors as a backdrop, the Zionists were led to believe that now, at long last, 

they would get what had been pronised to theP1 in 1917, The J3ri tish, of course, 

had ·.o the:r ideas. Tpey wanted to continue thei;r ru,le of Palestine as thoug.'1 there 

had never been a war _ .... as tnotigh they had never na~e any pronises -- as though 

there were no Jewish PP' s stagnntL'lg in EurO)C •_ ~r,cl.ly, in 1945, a deadlock 

was reached between the Jei.-:s of Palestine r-md the British. !t'errorisr.i broke out; 

so-called 11 i11sgal 11 inrriigration we,s stepped up; the '3ritish clampea. down a tighter 

rule. It oll eventually led up to -- whnt wig.ht be col.led -- inter~ational inter~ 

vention in the Palestine r:iess 9 'Xhere wero two international investigc:i,ti ons of 

the ~robleo of Pal,e stine in its entirety. The first WQS the Anglo-.Ancrican 

Oormi ttee of Inq_t+il;'Y conposed o:f representatives fron the United. States and Great 

Bri toino The second - and the one with ~teat er authc•ri ty .,. ... was a special col!!~ 

oi ttee ~pointed br the United Nations. '1:o be brtof ,_..,. Qnd I roru.i ze that I hrwe 

not been that at all -- both cor.1t"Jittoos found j,J.st:l.fic:., tion to the Jewish clain~ 

in tb,e Holy Land• o"ne o:f tr.er11 ~-- the oor.mi ttee of the United lf.i,tions -- recon

o,ending that j;)alest ine be split up in to separate Jetd.sh and .Arab st :,,tcso After 

a great deal, of debnte, the'United ~att ons, on Novenber 29 -- just about seven 

weeks ago.__ docia.o~ to_,pattition the Holy J,iond into two states -- one Arab, one 

Jewish. ~hat just about brings ~e up to yo~r introd~ction, Mr. (Moderatcr), 

lv!0DEBA'l'0R: ~ r.1ust s ay th e.t th at was a nost infomati ve bit of s1.mr.1arizing, 

Mr. A. Do you have enything to add to thd, Mr. B.,? 

Mr. Bo: Well, Mro (M nde+2-tor), I o.gree with everything Mro .A,.. ho.s suid-, 

I would like to say sonething a·oout your introduction. AJ,though you gave a fairly 

accurate account of what has happened in the Holy 12,nd in tl.ie seven ueeks since 

partition was voted, I don't think that your bare recitati0n of statistics gave 

the full and. cor.iplete story. It is necessary, r believe, Mr. (Moderator), to go 

beyond the figure of 700 new Jewish and, /\.rab graves in the Holy Lnnd and the 

r.iillions of dollars lost in property damages. One must consid~r what the fight• · 

ing is cll about in J?alestin0. We know that -- superficia1:1y spe8king - Arabs 

are att['.cking Jews because they are bitterly opposed to the partition p l an. But 

:Ls that the sole motive? Are A.,:ab attacks a popular r.iass der.10nstrdion against 

the decision, or are they being fostered by e:j.ements other than tho Arab rw.ssos? 

What is the :pqsition of the British in all this bloodshed? Are they reclly 

neutral -- ai:; they say they are? What is the position of the United Stutes? 

Wh'.3.t is the position of the United Ilations? All these questions must be answered 
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if one is to unde:rstand exactly what lies 'behind the so-called 0 incident s 11 th e.t 

recur day after day in the HoJ.:l Land. 

!-:ODEP..ATO~: Well, Mr. Bd, if you can answer those questi ons it will certainly 

go a long uay towards elearing up a ;Lot of rather f oggy noti rms th~t we 1ve been 

getting just from reading our daily newsp apers. 

Mr. B.: I *11 take a stab at it, Mr. (Modei-a tor). And if my collec:-,gue, Mt. A. 

sees th:::i.t I c,m c bmmi tting eny errors of omission I hope he will correct me. Let 

met start my story this way. The decisi on by the Genercl Assembly of the United 

Nations to partition Palestine was a n ;i table one si )1ce, for the first tine in 

thirty years, an international body with wj,de poi·rnrs did find a solution for what 

appeared t o be one of the world 17 s unsolva1:>le problens. By agreeing to divide the 

Holy Land into two states, the u~iited Nr.tions put do\m ...... in black Dnd white -- a 

bluer,rint for- the future of Palesti~e. But in finding this sol"uti on, an incidontnl 

minor miracle had occurred, For the first tine in the brief but stomy history of 

the United Na tions, both the Unitei Sta tes and Russin found thenselves on the sc1I!le 

side of the fence. :;For the first ti7e, they were in agreen e:.1t on an ir.r1)o r tant 

international i ss"..le. B,Jtb co1mt ries -- the Uni tad. States an\l Russia -P- supported 

partition and fought for its vassage. This s:ni ri t ot coopcrn.ti on between the East 

a.."'1.d West wa s the nost significcnt accon:·,lish:o~nt of the r ecent session of the 

General Ass enbly" Out of the di sillusicnr1 en t t hat h ad been cru sed by freq_uent 

and violent differences bet~een our country and ~ussia, tnere had energed the 

miraculous sign that the ir1r,_9;5(i ble was quite possi ble after all. 

MO ~ gA.TO.R~ Yes, I ca'1 racall that very wcllo l!-ron t h e roint of view of a 

la.ynan -- th 2-t is, one wh o is not particularly conversnn t wi t h the day.-to-doy 

workings of t he United Nati ons Organizati on -- I reoer.ber that no st .P.nerica....ris 

were r lensnntly s11rpri sed at this rather unusuel turn of even ts, mid nost of us 

thought tb, at in the U,.Lit ed, St a tes-Russi an agre enent •- the United Nati ons was 

given a shot in the arn -- one thd, in ti :1e, :night conpletely cure t h e . oiling 

patient. 

MR.: .. .-B.,: That I s exactly ny point, Mro (I.fodera.tor). The Palestine solution 

was the only const1uctive accor:iplish~ent @f which the United Nations could boast 

during the last session of the Asse:noly. It, therefo r e, b ecomes increo.singly 

tragic that the partition solution -- which spoke so well for the future of t he 

United Nations -- is now in such great ~anger of being stymied by certain forces 

bent on sabotaging it. 

MOD.ERA:i:OR: \vb.at forces are you s;pecifically referring to, Mr. B.? 

MR. Ee: l mean both the Arabs and the British in Palestine. With reference 

to the Arabs, their ~pposition was definitely anticipated by most of us. During 

the entire period that Pr,lestine was before the United liJ'ations, they demonstrated 



and pQurec. out millions of words, sa:,ring something to the effect that they ,v0u}.d 

never hlerate anything in Palestine other than a complete and undivided J\.rab 

State. When the UN made its decision, they threat0ned to plu..Y1ge the Holy Land 

in war, an_d implied that there would never be a Jewish State in PDlestine, no 

matter how smc1ll. 

MR.e. A.: If I can break in at this juncture, Mr. :s. I would like to point out 

for the benefit of our radio audience that the Arabs, to whom you just referred, 

the Arabs who ranted and raved at Lnke Snccecs, are lli2J_ the Arabs of Pales tine, 

but actually are .A.rabs from such neighborinb st r.t cs a s Egypt, Iraq_, Syria, and 

others. These people have about as much legd risht to mix 'the internal affairs 

of Palestine a.s, let us sey, Mexico has :i.n the internal affairs of the United 

States. It just so happens th ~t their orposition to Zionism is the only common 

front on which seven Ara.b states agree. The Zionist so-called "d.?.nger"·, there

fore, serves as the glue which holds the 11.rab League together. 

As to the Arabs of Pc:.lestine, we know that the great majority of them are 

grateful to Jewish settlers for w!lat they have done and ready to 1i ve in peace 

with them. This feeling is understandable if you can visualize a decadent, 

di sease-riddcn soeicty which is s1,dd.enly rescued from its terrible ;plight by the 

influx of a modern, dynam:lo group of persons who are eq_uipped to cure their 

diseases, give them new clothes, , tee.ch th e:n how tm get more out of the;i.r piece 

of ~oil,, and acq_ua:i,.nt them with s'o::iething they h~d. never known -- that all men 

-
are created eq_ua~. Cf course~ there is in Palestine a ],arge following of Aro.bs 

who a:re fo..i thful to the ex~,Mu.fti of Jerusalem, The ex .... Mufti wants to set up 

Palestine under his own rule and would drive out, or put to the sword, every Jew 

who entered the Holy Land since 1917. In other words, he wo~ld drive out some 

600,000 Jews, if he could, ;:md restore the same type of feudal Arab soci.ety that 

flourished during the tine of the Turkish Sultan., This is the ~aoe Mufti, by the 

way, who served Hitler in Berlin during the war years, broadcast appeals to Arabs 
I 

in the United Sta t es to sabotage our war effort and. helped blueprint Hir.ml.er1 s 

plan for the ·liq_uidation of the Jews of Europe -- a plan which subsequently 

resulted in the deaths of 1:1ore than six nill~on Jews~ 
I 

I didn't menn to noke such a lengthy interpolation, but these things just 

seem to go on endlessly .... - they are so involved. 

M0DE...'Q.AT0R. To get back to our central thene, M~. E., you also oentioned that 

the British were doing sone sabotage work against the part~tion plan. Can you 

elaborate on th.at accusation? 

MR. '.B.: Yes, I can. You will recall -- I an sure _.;. that the :British had ... 

enphatically proni sed at the last neeting of the United Nations General Asseobly 

that they would naintain a policy ot strict neutrality in the event of any 
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11 troubles 11 in Palestine. As we saw, d.iffi cul ties did arise. But were t!lc British ---, 

neutral? Absolutely not. Palestine is now being ;invaded fron Syria and Leb eI1on, 

and the Bri ti&"1 have done nothing about stopping these invasions. They know 

exactly from what points these invading amies come, but t~ey have refus ed to 

establish adequa te patrols at the vi t aJ. borders. An amy of 100,000 British 

soldiers is una.ble to keep open the 117.portant Jerusr.ilan-to-';rel-Avi v hit,;hwny. 

This road is only 35 niles J,ong, yet traffic on it is constently threo.tened by 

Arab snipers. and guerrilla bands wh0 haYe wiped out scores of Jews ·who are forced 

to travel that highway. The Old Oi ty of Jerus ct1.em is completely blockaded 'by the 

Arabs. 1500 Jews are locked within this small sect i on, and are slowly b eing 

starved to death. Yet, the British have done nothinE? to rel'ieve this blockade. 

Whenever members of the Jewish defense militia -- the Haganili - attempt 

to set up a defense against at tacking Araos, they are a.i sarmed and jailed if arms 

are found in their possession. Cn the other hand, British police look the other 

way whenovor Jews are attac~ed by Ar~b mobs. During a riot wh;i.ch broke o~t in 

the Haifa, Refinery, 1500 Arabs att acked son e 200 of the;i.r Je \,•ish co-workers there, 

killing 41 Jews end. wounding a.bout 50 othe;rs. This ;Refinery was policed 'by the 

British who did not pove a muscle u..--itil it wa.s too l at e . In addition, I recently 

read that the British ~¼t.Ql.z. . .!.9J~ t0 open a port in Palestine for Jewish use. 

This refusal is an out-andr-out violation of the Unit ed Nations ;recomncnd ,,-,.,tion whicb 

requested that a port lJo openeo. ~p to the Jews no lat or than Fe'bru.ary 1st. 

MODERATOR: In the early part of your dis cussion, M;r. B., you put the question 

before us: What abou,t the -position of the United States? Well, what about it? 

How does our Government fit into the picture you just painted? 

MR. A .. : If you don't mind, Mr. B., I'd like to answer this one. As was 

pointed out earlier in our discus~i 0n, the United Stat es played perhap s the oost 

important . role in the passage by the Unit cd W,ati ons of a decision to part;i. tion 

Palestineo Since the United States did pley such a strategic role in securing 

the passage of the partiti on p lan, it c&nr. ot now allow conditions in Pales tine to 

become chaotic. As the situ.a ti on stands, the only pe r sons who are trying to 

effectuate the partition of Palestine are the Jews. But remembe r, it was not the 

Jews who ordered partition, but the United lfation;:,. And it-wa s not the Jsws who 

voted for :rnrtition, but 39 different countries, including the United Stc'-tes. Our 
I 

Government, therefore, cannot allow a decision of the United Nations -- of \·1hich it 

wc.s the deciding factor -- to go to pot without at tempting to imr,l emcn t tho:t 

decision tri th the r.ia.chinery that will make it work. 

MODERATOR: What is your ::iuggesti on, Mr. Ao? What policy would you recoor.:end 

our Governr.10nt to follow? 

MR. A.: The Uni tcd States r:ust see to it th at the heroic Jewish men and wor.1en 
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of Palestine a.re given a.r,ps and amnunition so tho.t they mey defend their lives 

ageinst nttnek. In ~llo'Wl.ng weq,ons to reach tho Jews of Palestine, tho Unit0d 

States is not violating any international law, but on the other hand, is ncttD~ 

within the word and spirit of a pledged decision of the world's highc~t tri-ounE'l. 

tt will be :reoembered that the Uni. ted Nations recommended the establi shi:1ent of n 

Jewish militia for the ~.,urpose of defending the Jewish State and r.10.intnining rublie

securi ty. Well, there is such a Jewish militia. rind it is badly in noed of nros, 

Thie Jewish nili tia is tho Hit~nr.,h whi eh dcoor,.ds only the right to fight in its 

own defense. Tho Unitod States · would not be vioiating its policy of neutrulity, 

because v.ny nation which voted '!or the T>artition of Pe.lostine is not neutrru. in 

the struggle now going on there. Tho fight is bctwe~n those who a.ro atter.11)ting 

to carry out a decision of the United Nations,...,.. and those who are fighting 

desperc.tely to sabotage 1.t, We know whQre the United States strods• In a struggle 

between tho~e who are fighting to :preserve the United Nations and those who want 

to sr.iash it to bi ts, the United States can not stand idly by as a neutral. We 

oust give arus to the Jews of Palestine. This is the lea.st we ean do fo-r those 

who fight on the side of liberty and justice. 

M0DEly\T0R: Well, gentlenen, our tino is just al::oiJ.t ur~ I believe th n.t tho 

subject was covored veey well iJ;Ldeed, and I hope that the discussion this aftol'

noon served to clear up any mieapprehensions that our listened ncy have had on 

the subject of PWtestino. I wish to thank yo,1 both. Mr, A. mid Mr. B., for your 

exr,ert comr.1ents on n most difficult ond perplexing rroblen, 

,, 
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In the bosom of every true American beats a heart filled with love 

. 
and loyalty tor our great country, and this is true whether the American be 

Jew or Gentile, Protestant or Catholic, white or colored, Republican or 

Democrat. Right or wrong, either in internal or foreign policy, though our 

country may be, this warm affection never diminishes. If she be wrong, then 

it is our right -- nay, it is our duty, to exert every effort within our means 

to right that wrong; and it ve hold public office, the means to right the 

wrong is enchanced, and the duty proportionately greater. 

Conscious of a wrong in the Palestinian situation, and likewise 

conscious of our duty, thirty Republican members of the House of Representatives, 

including myself, within the last few days addressed a Petition to Secretary 

of State Marshall. We requested information as to whether or not Great 

Britain was, directly or indirectly, shipping arms to the Arabs to be used 

against the Jevs in Palestine; and if Great Britain was condoning such action 

in others, and what position was the United States going to take. 

Under our Constitution the Executive Branch, headed by the President, 

primarily ii responsible for foreign policy. We in the House of Representatives 

have practically no authority in such affairs except in matters of appropriation, 

but ve do· hs.ve the authority to direct such a Petition to -the. Secretary of- State. 

This ve could do. This we did do. 
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Further than this we can speak before the people and help to direct 

public opinion along the proper channel. With this purpose in mind I am 

addressing you tonight. 

I need not dwell lengthily upon the history of the struggle of the 

Jews in Palestine, as you only too well ore a.ware of these facts. What is 

happening there today is that a small, willful group of self-o.ppointed, rather 

than democratically elected ArQb leaders, has incited a number of their 

countrymen to deede of horrible ·violence,in an attempt to defy the recognized 

decision of the United Nations. To begin with, this violence was on a small 

scale nnd tentative in character. If the British authorities, which so 

:proudly- detlored tho.t : tbey o.nd they o.lone were going to ,mo.into.in, order and did 

not wish anyone to interfere with them, hnd taken tho most elementary police 

precautions, these misdeeds would have remained a minor incident• But the 

British Government has chosen to assume an attitude of benevolent neutrality 

toward the rioters, thus encouraging them to ever greater misdeeds and thus 

persuading others, who has so far been peaceful, to join their ranks. 

Essentially, therefore, the responsibility for what is going on in 

Palestine at the present time rests with Greo.t Britain. 

A second cons·aiuence of the British o.ttitude is tho.t the neighbouring 

Arab states of Pnlestine were encouro.ged thereby to lend active support to the 

Arab rioters in the country. Their territories ore now openly used o.s bases 

for opero.tions against Palestine; men ore being tro.ined and armed in those 

neighbouring sto.tes for the fight in Po.lestine; soldiers and officers of their 

armies are being encouraged to to.ke leo.ve with po.y to join the Arab rioters in 

Po.lestine o.long the well-known model of the German and Ite.lio.n "volunteers" in 
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Spain; arms from govenrment stores and money form governmental treasuries ore 

being given to those rioters; and several invasions of armed groups into 

Palestine have ta.ken place from Syria., the Lebo.non and Trans-Jordan. In two 

co.see those invaders engaged in bottles with the Jews as soon as they crossed 

the frontiers, and upon being repelled, withdrew with their arms into Syrio. 

Md the Lebanon, there to prepare for their next e.ct of oggression. 

This is no longer disorder or a civil var within a country. This is 

1nterna.tional aggression. This is the very sta.te of affairs to prevent which 

the United N~tions has been created. But to this very da.y, the United Notions 

has done nothing in order to call those states on the carpet. As for the 

British Government, it tolerates this state of affairs and it is believed even 

continues to supply those aggressor governments· wtth arrmments. 

But there is no point in we, citizens of the United States, protesting 

either ago.inst the sins ot commission of the Government of Great Britain, or 

against the sins of omission of the United Nations. We muat look to our own 

Government to do the right thing o.nd not to tolerate the wrong thing. It is up 

to the American Government to to.ke who.te-ver steps a.re necessary in order to 

recall the British Government to the sense of its obligations and to the 

elementary decencies involved. Specifically it is up to the .American 

Government to take up the matter in the United Nations, of which we a.re eo 

leading and so active a. member. It is up to the American Government to do 

everything in its ovn power to bring about the speedy implementation of the 

United Nations decision, and neither to do nor to tolerate nnything that would 

run counter to the verdict of the United Nations. 

This 1s the crux ot the situation where we, citizens of the United 

states., •· are concerned. Untortuna.tely., the position assumed by our Government 
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in many ways has been as shameful a.s, and in other ways more shameful than, 

that assumed by others. The British never supported the Partition Plan 

adopted by the United Nations. They were markedly cool to it from the start 

ond made no secret of their dislike for it. The Arab Governments openly spoke 

against it. But our Government supported portition a.s the fairest compromise 

between the Jews and the Arabs, ea.ch of whom claimed Po.lestine as their own. 

Having thus actively supported the plan, o.nd having greatly contri

buted to its adoption by the United Nations, our Government has assumed in the 

last two months o. most reprehensible attitude of coolness toward it; an 

attitude of str,o.dling the issue. Nothing has been done by President Truman end 

his subordinate officials to smooth the wo.y for the carrying out of the 

decision. But a lot has been done, mo.inly under cover, to put new obeto.cles 

in its vo.y. 

We might have signified to the Ar o.b states our displeasure o.t their 

acts of aggression. We ha.ve not done so. 

We might have used our friendly relations with Greot Britain, with 

whose government we a.re so closely linked, to represent to it the need to 

conform with the United Natione· recommendo.tions, to o.llow on increase of 

Jewish immigration into Poles~ine, to open the port of Tel-Aviv for the influx 

of immigrants, arms and civilian supplies. We hove not done so. 

We might have put the question ot acts of aggression, now brazenly 

perpetrnted in Palestine, before the Security Council of the United Nations, as 

we have put the questions of Greece, Iron, Korea end other countries before 

the United Nations. We have not done eo. 

We might have relied on the long American tro.dition 1n permitttns 

individue.1. American citizens, who ?Oluntarily feel like joining the fight tor 
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just causes, go abroad without hindrance and accompanied by the best hopes and 

wishes of the American people, as we had done in the cases of those who had 

gone from this country to help defend England, France and Finland and many free 

countries in their hour of stress. We have ·not done so. 

While thus carefully refraining from doing anything that might help 

transform the United Nations decision into reality, Mr. Truman and his 

subordinate officials have done plenty in the other direction. 

An embargo has been clamped on arms to the Middle East. No difference 

has been made between arms for the attackers and arms for the defenders; between 

arms for those who seek to defy the United Nations and arms for those who 

defend its verdict. Since the Arab rioters are kept fully supplied by the Arab 

Governments and it is believed -- indirectly -- by Great Britain, this means 

in practice that the embargo has been instituted in order to mnke it impossible 

for the Jews of Palestine to defend their lives and the newly proclaimed 

Jewish State. 

Pressure has been exercised in respect to Jewish immigration. But 

this pressure was not applied to the British in an effort to get them to admit 

more Jews to Palestine. This pressure was applied to the Jews in an effort to 

get them to stop further immigration for the time being, thus nullifying the 

essential stand taken by our own Government for the last three years, according 

to which the immediate admission of large numbers of Jewfsh immigrants into 

Palestine was the· xaost urgent of all tasks relating to that country. 

Steps have been ta.ken by our present Administration to recall the 

passports of Americans fighting alongside the torcee of law and order in 

Palestine. Press announcements have been issued by this Administration and 
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E.llld unfriendly comments have been inspired by officials of this Administration, 

seeking to place these Jewish volunteers in a bad light before the public. Our 

country was founded by volunteers from abroad who helped defend a just cause. 

Lo.fo.yette and Kosciuszko are names of honor in the history of America. From 

time to time, freedom-loving AUlericans returned the compliment and helped to 

fight for liberty and justice, even in those cases where our country was 

formally neutral. But disregarding these precedents, the Administra.tion has 

now chosen to take punitive measures in order to discourage those of us who are 

young enough and indignant enough ~o want to help a small people which fights 

alone for a cause sanctioned by the United Nations of the world. 

A lot of arguments are being used to justify this attitude of the 

Administration. Some of these arguments find their way into the newspapers, 

others are bandied around by word of mouth. It is alleged that the United 

States of America. cannot afford to back its own policy and the United Nations 

policy; cannot offord to back it because of the international situation. What 

does that mean? We con rightly nfford to stand up to Russia, the second 

greatest and strongest nation in the world, when we believe thnt justice demands 

it. And here it is snid that we cannot afford to stand up to a few ambitious 

rulers and o.rrogo.nt demagogues in the Middle East. 

It is said that we dare not support the Palestine Partition Plan 

because Russia suports it. How do you like this way of double-talk? As long 

as Russia's stand was undecided, we were told we could not support the Jews in 

Palestine becnuse Russia would come out ago.inst them. Now that Russin. has come 

out for them, we n.re told that we cannot support them becnuse Russia has come 

out for them. Bends I win. Tails you lose. 
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I do not believe that the present stand of the Administration is 

necessary tn the national interest, however narrowly you construe that national 

interest. But I do believe that the present attitude of the Administrntion is 

very much contrary to American national interest if you look at this national 

interest from a bronder and higher point of view. I think the principal 

national interest of America is to assure respect for the United Nations, to 

show continuity and determinntion in backing that which is right, and to safe

guard the reputation of America for integrity ond honesty. 

I feel that the present nttitude of the Administration is not 

calculated to advnnce o.ny of these three objectives and I, therefore, oppose it. 

I run not a member of the Democratic Party nor do I have its 

confidence regarding the internal relations within the Administration. I do not 

know, therefore, neither do I wish to know, to what extent the present attitude 

is due to Mr. Henderson, to Mr. Lovett, to Mr. Forrestal, to Mr. Marshall, 

to Admiral Leahy, or to President Truman. Our Constitution does not make 

any such fine distinctions. Nor a.re the citizens of the United States cnlled 

once every two or four years to mo.ke such fine distinctions. The Executive 

branch of the American Government is one whole. It is headed by the President 

who instructs the members of his Cabinet, and who, in turn, issue directives 

to their subordinate officials. All I can do, all we can do, is to address 

our protest to the Executive Branch of our Government es a whole and, if 

necessary, to co:rry our protest, against this Executive poli~y, to the 

American people as a whole. 

In this sense I join with you in this expression of indignant protest 

against the attitude assumed by the American Government on the question of 

Palestine and in the insistent demand thnt our Government should immediately 

take the only stand consistent with its dignity and integrity. 
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I am one of the hundreds of members of Con~ress, one of the many 
millions of Americans, who felt nrofound relief and ~ratification on November . .., 
29th of last year. I thou~ht - as you all did - that the decision on Palestine 

taken by the United Nations on that day marked the end of one of the greatest 
tratedies in human history and the beginninc of new life and new glory for 
Israel and the Land of Israel. 

Henceforth, we said to ourselves with hope and pride, the Jews 
will not have to protest any lon~er; they will be busy buildin::; their new 
state, absorbing all the displaced and homeles~ Jews of Europe. The Je\vish 
people will be a full-fled~ed member of the international family of nations, 
an equal amon[ equals. And the friends of the Jews - all those Christians, 

amonl whom I am proud to count myself, whose minds and souls smarted at the 
shame of Jewish suffering - they, too, would have a respite from unending 
protests and indignation on behalf of the Jewish cause. 

I thout:ht so and you thou~ht so, and God knows that it was not 
mere wishful thinking on our part. After the United Nations decision on 
Palestine, coming as it did as a result of a protracted and fierce debate 
between the advocates and the oononents of Palestine nartition; after our .. ~ 

ireat country aireed to support Partition; we all had the ri:ht to feel 
optimistic. We knew how difficult it had been to brin_: nbout the interna
tional decision on Falestine, but after the decision vras adopted, we had no 
doubts as to the future course of events. 

Uhy then am I sta.ndine: once more before this e:atherin!: which has 
assembled not to celebrate the new Jevdsh State, but - I am sorr:r to say -
once again to voice indi~nation and bewilderment? 

Only two months have passed since November 29, 1947, and great 
anxiety is once asain upon us. There are strong indications, and even more 
than indications, to the effect that powerful opposin.i:: forces are actively 
at work to scuttle the United Nati~ns decision on Palestine and to kill the 
Jewish State even before it is born. 

A powerful anti-partition alliance (most of which is anti-Jewish) 
is now engaged in a war, in part a declared ,·,ar and in part an undeclared war, 
on the United Nations decision. It is a stran:e and unnatural alliance which 
is ready and willin[ to employ every means to block the United Nations decision. 

Every partner in this alliance has a. job of his own. The Arab 
potentates in the Biddle East do their share by encouragin~ anti-Jevrish riots 
and massacres in their lands, by supplyins money, arms and manpower for attacks 
on Jewish Palestine, and by threatening the United States vrith oil and other 
sanctions if the partition decision is implemented. 



The British partner does his full share. In Lake Success, 
Great Britain temnorizes and slows dOim the workin~s of the United Nations . ~ 

with re~ard to the implementation of the General Assembly's decision. In 
Jerusalem, the British Administration and armed forces ~revent the effective 
f'unctionin~ of the Jewish defense forces vrhile apr,arently condonin: Arab 
riots and attacks. In London, I.u-. Bevin's eovernment continues to supply 
arms and ammunition to the Arab States in the Middle Fast. In ~eneral, 
Britain continues to act as if' no United Nations decision on Palestine had 
over been adopted. Not one of the many positive recommendations of the 
General Assembly has been carried out by the British Government. A port has 
not been placed at the disposal of the Jews of Palestine; nor has the ban on 
irmni~ration into Palestine been eased; nor has the British Government ever 
offered honest cooperation to the United nations Commission of Implementation. 

And here I come to that part of the alliance about which I cannot 
speak without a sense of deep shame and humiliation. I refer, of course, to 
the American members of this stran:e and unnatural alliance. Some of these 
Americans, it has been stated, fi~ht for their vested interests, ver:r tane;ible 
interests, translatable into the lan~uage of dollars and cents, or rather of 
millions of dollars, where cents hardly count, certain big oil interests in 
America. They are neither the first nor ~~e last men in t~is world ~repared 
to sacrifice peace and proc:ress in order to me.ke their profits secure, or to 
make more profits. They should realize what they are doing before it is too 
late, and withdraw from this strange and unnatural alliance. 

There have been rumors in the press, and elsewhere, that the 
position of our Government has changed since the voto in the United Nations 
which provided for the Partition of Palestine. Secretary Earshall and 
Secretar!' Forrestal have denied these rumors insofar as they apply to them
selves or to their Departments. Secretnry I.:S.rshall's denial also applies to 
our Governmental polio~r, as the State Der,artment is the Der,artment mainly 
responsible for our policy on foreign affairs. ne are thankful to Secretary 
l~rshall and to Secretar" Forrestal for their recent statements which ,·,ere 

• 
most timely. ne hor,e thoy will be ma.de effective. Insofar as both Secretaries 
and their Departments are concerned, if it has not already been done, they 
should see that any lesser officials in their Departments a.ct affirmatively 
in accordance with their recent statements and avowed policy of our Government 
in relation to Palestine. 

Tihen our representatives in the General Assembly voted for 
Partition and our Government did ever~rthin~ it could to e;et the necessary 
two-thirds vote for its ado,tion, that action definitely committed our country 
to a policy or seeing that Partition in Palestine became successful. For 
Partition to be voted, as it has been. and then for Partition to fail vrould 
result in a catastrophe that Yrould stun the world, and would destroy the United 

Nations organization as an effective instrument for the maintenance of inter
national peace and security in terms of the U.N. Charter. I have no knowledge 
of any, but if there are any of our officials, directly or indirectl!' linked 
with this strane;e and unnatural alliance, they should vritl-tdraw from it at once. 
It is their duty to do so. Their position is inconsistent with the definite 
and avowed polioy of our country in relation to Palestine. 



., 

- 3 -

If the Arab nations, the Arab Higher Committee for Palestine, 

and the Arab League, or any group or groups of people can successfully defy 

the Iandate of the United l!e.tionn, then all governments and all groups would 

be encouraged to do so, As I see it, unless ~roper action is taken to carry 

out the decision of the United Nations Assembly; unless Partition is effected 

successfully, and it must be done at once, the United Nations organization 

will be destro!red. Like the League of Nations after World ~-.'ar I, when events 

transpired that ,·:ere in violation of the League and its covenants, the League 

died, So will the failure to carry out the partition of Palesti .. \e result in 

the death of the United Nations, 

President Truman and Secretary Marshall kept faith with the vital 

interests of our country rrhon they provided .American backing for the Report 

of the United Nations Committee and for the decision of the United Nations 

Assembly to partition Palestine into Jewish and Arab independent states. It 

was not mere sentinent that dictated this American policy on Palestine, but 

the realization that freedom and democracy in the vrorld, justice in interna

tional re lat ions, v:orld r,eace and the le:itimate interests of America would 

best be served by the establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine and by a 

solution of the problem of Jevrish homelessness, ,1rhich has been a festering 
sore in international relations for such a long time. 

Nothin~ has hanpened since November 29, 1947, to warrant a revi

sion of this American policy on Palestine, which has been endorsed time and 

a~ain not only by our Chief Executive but also by the t\vo Houses of Congress, 

by the two ~olitical ,arties, by the Governors and Lezislatures of most of 

the States of the Union, and by American public o~inion. Nothin: has happened 

in these two months, which could not have been foreseen with absolute cer• 

tainty. Has any nevr element, any unforeseen element, appeared in the picture -

any element of such si~nificance, as to chan~e our entire attitude, shaped over 

a period of many years? 

The only true anm·rer to all these questions is an emphatic "No". 

On November 29, any man, even moderately acquainted with the Palestine situa

tion, could have eiven us a blueprint of future events which would have corres

ponded vrith ~reat precision to vrhat has since actually happened, \'le all knew 

that the Jews would abide by the United nations decision and do their utmost 

to brine; about its speedy and orderly implementation, rre all knew that the 

Arabs, especially the rulin: cliques of Arabia, would do their utmost to 

oppose and sabotage the United Hations decision. The Jews and the Arabs have 

behaved in complete accordance Tiith these expectations. During the General 

Assembly's deliberations on Palestine, the Arabs issued one threat after 

another, announcing that a United Nations decision on Partition would be 

followed by armed Arab rebellion in Palestine; thnt Jevrs in Arab countries 

would be massacred; that the .Arab States in the Viiddle East would place their 

forces at the disposal of the fight a:ainst the United Nations deoision. 

The United Nations and the United States Government heard these 

oft-repeated threats, and ~roceeded to adopt the decision to partition Palestine, 

The Arabs, on the other hand, proceeded to carry out their threats, 

There is no justification for any revision by the United Nations 

or by our Government. 
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Ir any efforts are made to brin$ about a revision or our pledges 

and commitments on Partition, we will make vigorous ~rotest. For even a child 

can understand that the issue before us now is much deeper and wider than 
Palestine and the Jewish people. It is the existence of the United Nations 

that is at stake. Ir we let down the United Nations on the ouestion of 
Palestine, it will never recover. The United Nations is our·hope for world 
peace. 

Tie are now faced by a most serious situation in Palestine in 
which those who are fighting for freedom and democracy are seriously handi
capped by this stranze and unnatural alliance. 

1!en and women are fithting for their lives in Palestine. Boys 
and e;irls are forced to bare their ohests to Arab bullets because they do not 

have the armor to ~rotect buses on the street; houses are raided, looted and 
burned to the ground beeause householders do not have the rifles they need to 

defend themselves against Arab ganGsters. 

The United Nations and our country have a ereat task before them. 

Our country has imposed an arms embargo on the Middle East. Under this embargo 

as it now stands we cannot send arms and ammunition to the states of the 
Middle East, But Great Britain is still dispos ine; or excess vrar material in 

the Uiddle East - and a swift transmission belt makes certain that a dozen 

submachineguns, unloaded today in Alexandria or Port Said, tomorrow will be 
in Arab hands spitting their loads of death into Je'\vish buses and Jewish homes -

murderi~ a little peo,le whose only fault is that they do n.ot wish to be 

exterminated, and who have signified their willingness to accept the decision 

of the United Nations. 

The result of this embar~o is decidedly unjust, It is tantamount 

to arming Arabs to attack Jews and the authority or the United Mat ions, while 

preventi~ the Jews from receiving arms to defend themselves and thus defend 

the United Nations. 

The embargo in this form must ~ol 

Those whom the United Nations Palestine Commission certifies as 

abiding by its verdict and needing arms for defense, should not be denied 

throu&h the action of our country the power and ri~ht to arm and defend them

selves. 

This is the first step to be taken. In addition, our delegates in 

lake Suooess should support, nnd, if necessary, lead a demand that no member

state be allowed to sabotsie the international verdict. We should give our 

sup~ort to the speedy establishment of a militia for the Jewish State, and of 
an international police force for Jerusalem and the rest of Palestine. 

Such an attitude on our part would immediately tend to quiet down 

the forces of disorder, just as vaoillation· on our part would serve to encourage 

those forces. 

This change is necessary in the interest or Palestine. It is 

necessary in the interest or the United Nations. But - above all - it is 
necessary in order to vindicate the inte~rity and the tood name of .America. 



PALESTINE PARTITION AND UNITED STATES SECURITY 

In the two months which have passed. since the adoption of the 
Partition Plnn for Palestine by the United Nntions General Assembly, 
the irreconcilable opponents of the Plan have been conducting a vigorous 
campaign aimed at the annulment of the UN decision, With inventivene~s of 
mind worthy of a better cause, they have marshalled conceivable and 
sometimes quite inconceivable arguments. As soon as any one argument is 
refuted by hard facts and actual developments, a new reason is put forward 
or a new rumor spread. What all these arb"UJilents and rumors have in com.mon 
is one aim: to upset the UN decision and prevent the materialization of 
Palestine Partition. 

Several already tl.isca.rded a.rg'lunents of the anti-nartitionists 
ought to be mentioned here before considering the im~ortant aspect with which 
we are here concerned. Among these exnlodnd ar1;i.unents the following are 
most prominent: 

1. The threat that if the United States supported the establish
ment of a Je~ish State in Palestine and the United Nations approved the 
Report of the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine, the Arab 
States in the Midd'e East would alitn themaelvec with Soviet Russia. 

2. The threat that Ki.ng Ibn Saud would cancel the American oil 
concession in his domain in retaliation for American supuort of Palestine 
Partition. 

The facts are that the United States of America did officially 
support the UNSCOP plan for Palestine Partition and the United Nations did 
approve of that plan, yet this did not lead to a.n alignment between the 
Arab States and the Soviet Uniou. Nor has King Ibn Saud cancelled American 
oil concessions; he told an American newspaperman in December thn.t reports 
that his government was prepared to cancel American oil concessions are 
"untrue and irre_@ponsi~le 11 • Now that these two arguments can no longer be 
used to combat the Partition Plan. we find the UN u.eci~ion bein~ assiduously 
described as a threat to .American security in this period of dangerous 
international friction. The unrest causecl by the Partition Plan. the argument 
runs, may have an adverse effect on the flow of Middle Ea.stern oil; lose 
America the friendship of Ar3h and. Voslem everywhere; and make the establish
ment of a Jewish State so difficult that it had better be scrapped before it 
is too late. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT OIL --

Middle East oil, described as vital to our security, particularly in 
case of war, figures very prominently in the arguments against Palestine 
Partition. The validity of the oil arguIT1ent depends on the answers to the 
following questions: 

(a) Is there a shortage of oil in the United States, or is such a 
shortage likely to R.rise as far as our domestic requirements in peacetime are 
concerned? 
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(b) What is the relation of Middle East oil to the Marshall Fl~ 
and what part would it plEey' in a new world wn.r? 

(c) Can the oil-producin~ countries in the Middle East afford to 
let their "black gold" stay underground und.eveloped, unproduced and unma.rketed? 
Can they dispose of their oil through some alternative to the present American-. . . 

British concessions? 

(d) Is there complete identity between the business interests of 
the big oil companies with holdings in the Middle East and the national 
interests of the United States? 

DOES OIL SHORTAGE THREATEN AMERICAl 
• I ( ( ( 

Many authorities on oil can be quoted. to the effect that t,he United 
States possesses enough domestic oil resources and has access to enough oil 
deposits in geographically close areas to supply all our peacetime requirements 
for a long time to come. To quote one authority among maJ)y, Mr. Joseph E. Pogue, 
Vice-President of the Cha$e Na.tional Bank of New York, and member of the 
National Petroleum Council, ~ddressing the Economic Club of Detroit on 
November 17, 1947, stated: 

n •.. The United State~ will face a shortage of oil only if we 
create it out of a shortage of understanding and imagination •.. The current 
short supply of oil is linked to our rapid industrial expansion, but there 
is more smoke than fire in any i~te1'J)reta.tion of this as an indication of 
rapid failure of oil resources. 

" ••. Estimates of proved underground oil reserves for the entire 
world now stand at 73 billion barrels, distributed as follows: In the 
United States, 24 billion; Caribbear. Basin, 9 billion; Russia, 8 billion; 
Middle East, 30 billton; and the rest of the world, 2 billion. 

"The oil of the Middle East is not ~rime,rtly required in the United 
States, and no large quantities of it in the foreseeable future need come 
here •.. Most of that oil will be consu.ned in the Ea.stern hemisr.,here, gradually 
relieving the dependence of that area upon the oil of the United States and 
the Caribbean and increa.sti1g the availability of the latter for consumption 
in this country.n 

Mr. Pogue should know. His connections with one of A9llerica1 s 
leading banks and with the National Petroleum Council, place him in a good 
position to judge the requirements of our industrial expansion and the extent 
of our oil reserves. The figures which Mr. Pogue quotes speak for themselves~ 
Of an estirJated world total of 73 billion barrels, the United States has 
in its own territ~ry and at its doorste~ (Caribbean Basin) 33 billion 
barrels, which represents over 4~h of all the oil on the globe. 

By wa:y of postscript• we should quote a significant statement which 
has just been made on thls very s~bject. We refer to .a Letter to the Editor 
by Eugenf! Holman, President of Stanc1~ard Oil of Mew Jersey, published in the 
New York Times of Februnry 4, 1948. We sug~eet that Mr. Holman's letter be 
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read by all those who seem tc, be alarmed by the pros:oect of an oil shortage in the United States. It states inter alia: 

" •.. That future discoveries in the United States will be large is generally agreed. One estjmate is that as much oil rem~ins to be discovered in the land area of contir:ental United States a.s has been discovered since 
the beginning of the industry •.• Thus, the nation's oil •re~ources• nre much 
larger than its •reserves'. Clearly, we h~ve far more than - at least 
several times - ten years to count on for very large-sc~le domestic oil 
production." 

Mr. Holman goes on to evaluate o~timi~tically the large quantities 
of petroleum to be found under offshore areas, as well as the procpects of 
synthetic oil production. 

Uhile the magnit de of Middle East oil resources ig undeniable, the 
sober truth emerges, that the United. States is not threatened by an oil 
shortage at pre~ent or in the foreseeable fut 11re, and that America does not 
need Middle Eastern oil for its domestic requirements. 

MIDDLE EAST OIL AND ERP 

Secretary of Defense, James Forrestal, tes tifying before a Senate 
Committee, stated recently that rtiad.le East oil i s indir-:pensable to the success of the Marshall Plan for the recovery of Eurooe. All the oil experts who 
deny that America is threater:ed by an oil sho1·tage agree that oil for Europe 
must be supplied largely from the ~:iddle East, 

The petroleum reserves of Eurm'.>e ( loc11.tea in Rumruiia, Austria and 
Poland) are comparatively small, and ar·e now for the most part under Soviet 
control.. If America is not to oil the Marshall Plan from domestic or Caribbean resources, Europe must get oil from els er.here. The natural source would. be 
the Middle East. 

It is now argued that though ron Saud has not v,ithdra.wn the oil 
concession from the Arabian American Cil Company, or Iraq from the British
American-French-Dutch concession, the partition decision has alrea.dy caused 
enough trouble to slow down the flow of oil from these concessionF and to 
prevent the con~truction of the Trans-Arabian Pipeline from Saudi Arabia 
to the Eastern }.,!editerral!ean. This is absolutely false, Actiially, the 
refusal of the Syrian Government to rn.tify its agreer.ient w:lth the Trans
Arabian Pipeline was due not to its opposition to Palestine Partition but to 
a quarrel between Syria and Lebanon as to their res'T?ective shares in the 
pipeline royaltjes. As long as there is no new world war, the oil of the 
Middle East, it may be safely assumed, will flow to Europe, What will happen 
in case of a new war, we shall try to describe below, 
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MIDDLE EAST OIL IN THE EVENT OF '7AR 

The map will tell us what our militAry ex~erts must know by heart -
that Russia is the only great power whose home ter-ritory is directly adjacent 
to the l,,addle East. The Uni tP-d States is about 7,000 miles A.way. Even 
Great Britain has the whole length of the Mediterranean and a slice of the 
Atlantic to cover b~fore its ships reach the oil on the Persian Gulf. 

Experience has ehown thRt formal ownership of oil fields, pipelines 
and refineries is of no account in time of war. Accessibility is the only 
thing that matters. The Rumanian oil fields in Ploesti were owned mainly 
by American and British companiet:, but in World. War II Ploesti was accessible 
to the Wehrm~ht ann not to the Western Powers. It was Hitler who usod 
the oil of Ru.mania. Simi1arly, for many crucial months in the last war 
the oil of Iran, Iraq and other Mid<lle Ea~t countries was inaccessible to 
allied tankers, and AmericFm A.ni Caribbean reserves were dr3.wn upon dispro
portionately, In the f:irst World WJJ.r, the British fleet succeeded in 
defeating the German fleet, not because Winston Churcnill had acquire~ 51% 
of the stock of the Anglo--Persia.n Comnany for the British Government, but 
because British control of the seas enabled the oil tankers to reach $capa 
Flow from the Persian Gulf. 

In sum, should there be a new world war our strategists would be 
prudent to realize that we s~ould not count on the oil reserves of the 
Middle East. 

IS IBN SAUD FREE TO CHOOSE? 

King Ibn S::i.ud may be considered the arch-type of the notentates 
in the oil-producin6 countries of the Midd.le East, and the questtoue asked 
here about him apply to all the others. Is Ibn sa,ia. free to choose; is he 
in a position suddenly to decide to cancel the American oil concession? 
Is there any comnetitor in sight, whom he could call in to worlc his oil 
fields, after withdrawing the American concession? Or would he let the vast 
deposits of petroleum remain underground., unproducecl and unsold? 

The only sober a.nd real1stjc answer to all these questions is an 
emphatic 11no 11 • In the present state of intern:itionnl relations and in the 
light of the financial dependency of Europe on the United Statea, there is 
no country in Western Europe whose government wotld encourage or permit 
its oil companies to take over a concessi.on which belonged to American oil 
interests. Nor is there today any oil combine outside of the United States 
which could offer King Ibn Saud ~izea.ble royalties, technical ::-;kill and all 
the equipment necessary for large-sea.le -production, piping, refi.ning and 
marketing, on a level anywhere near that of the .AmericfJ,n companies. 

The only country which would feel no hesitation on political grounds 
if the Saudi Arabian concession were offered to it, is Soviet Runsia. In 
this case, however, Ibn Sand would be the one to hesitate - a.nd hesitate very 
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definitely, For perfectly obvious reason~, Ibn Saud would be onnoseci to 

any Soviet penet1,-ation of his domain. Moreover, financially and technically 

Soviet Russia would be even less advanced than any of the Western Euroueen 

powers, We may, therefore, safely say thut King Ibn Saud and the other Arub 

kings and governments have no choice - unless they are prepared to forego a.ll 

the benefits accruing to them from the black gold found in abundance in their 

doma.ins. 

Should any country with large deposits of such a crucially vital 

resource as oil adopt a dog in the manger policy, it is rather doubtful whether 

the world at large would stand for it. •ere Kine Ibn Saud, the Shah of Iran, 

the Regent of Iraq or the Shei.k of Kuwai \ suddenly to announce that he no 

longer wished to have his oil extracted. from und.ereround and supnlied to -peonle 

in need of oil, the world would n.ot her itate to employ means which would quickly 

change the minds of these Arab 1;>otentat,es. Ifor, objectively speaking, is any 

of these Moslem rulers or all of them jointly, in a position - political, 

military or economic - to wi thh'>ld from the wo1·ld such vital supplies. One may, 

however, say with the greatest certA.inty that such a contingency is not likely 

to arise. It is so well knovm as to be a tri.,ism th~t Sau.di Arnbia, Iran, Iraq, 

Kuwait and Bahrein are largel~r dependent on their income from oil for their 

existence, their governrr.ental budgets, and the comforts and luxuries of their 

ruling classes. Striking confirmation of the correctness of this analysis is 

provided. by King Ibn Saud's repeated statements, both before and after the 

Partition decision, to the effect that he has no intention of cancelling the 

American concession and will in fact providd all necessary protection for its 

normal functioning. 

The stand adopted by the Arabian-American Oil Company on political 

issues in the Middle East and on Palestine Partition in parttcular, is ~imole 

and understandable. The only criterion which the owners of the Saudi Arabian 

concession apply to any Middle East issue or development is its nossible effect 

on the company's business interests and profits. This is the narrow though 

natural approach of the businessman, and is ,1nderstandable, particul11rly when 

one remembers that Saudi Arabian oil has already provided. many millions of 

net profit to ARAMCO and is likely to suo~ly many more millions, 

Applying its yardstick of business and profits to the Palestine 

problem, ARAMCO soon arrived a.t the conclusion that, 1-10 far as it was concerned, 

Jewish need and hoye for national rebirth in their historic homelnnd were no 

help and might possibly prove disturbing, Clearly, even though help to Zionism 

cannot cause Ibn Sand to withdraw the concession, it may put him in a bad mood 

and resuJ.t in inconvenience. This possibility was enough to cause .ARJ\MCO to 

take a hostile attitude toward Zionism. 

ill this is human and, therefore, und.erstandable. But American bi£ 

business behind ARAMCO went much further, Over a number of years, our policy

makers in Washington have been skillfully impr'3ssed with the idea that 

America's national interests are necessarily and always identical with ARAMC0 1 s 

business interests. This supposed identity of interests between the American 
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people and the Arabian-Americn.n Oil Co rar,y. ,,·v· mnnifo'itl;v nbre·, 1 ,, A '\'' ') overcharged the .American navy for petroleum snpplies to the tune of many millions of dollars or when ARAMCO mani~ulated its affairs ao as to deprive the U,S, Treasury of large sums in corporation taxes - as has been demonstrated before a Senate Committee Just recently, .An old anti-Zionist bias among certain officials in the Department of State was reinforced by planting ARJ\HCOls own men in key government positions where they could promote the company's interpretation of American national interest in the Middle last. The records of the Senate Investigation Committee show seve~al cases of men who while in service with the State Depttrtment and the Petroleu.!Jl Administration were at the same time on the pa,yr011 of Al!AMCO or of one of the large oil Colll]?aniea controlling ARAMCO. It is needloas to adu tltnt the saJaries they received from the oil companies were three times as hit li 'ls thoee paid them simul tan
eouely by the U.S. Treasury. 

It is evident that the na.tional interests of the United States are not necesi:;arily and automatically identical with the interests of a private business concern. The whims and pret'erer.ces of Ibn Saud ma,y be all-powerful with ARAMCO. but American foreign policy must be ba3ed on long established American principles and traditions, international commitments, the interests of world peace, the upholding of tho United Nations. 'IVhen the line of d.emarcation is drawn between American national interests and ARAMCOls interests, it becomes apparent that while the United Stat.es is interested in the developmer;,t of the oil fields of Saudi Arabia, thei·e iEt a limit to the price - in national honor and in stable world relations - which we sho11ld be willing to nay for lt, 
u.s.A., RUSSIA, BRITAIN AND PARTITION ; I 

American-Soviet agreement on Pa,leatine Partition was undoubtedly a very fortunate feature in United N:,tions devolonntents, The two great powers, at loggerheads on every other international issue, fo,md a common anproach to one important problem. This augured well for the United Nations, for the prospects of world peace and for adequate solution of the Palestine problem, The present effort of anti-partitinnists to present this American-Soviet agreement ~.s a devilish device of the Kremlin to CO.\lse chnoa in the Middle East and make America un~opular among 11 tha 80,000,000 Arabs" or even "350,000,000 Moslems" in the world is a. blatant absurdity. Ass,m1ing that American endorsement of partition has been unpopular among Arab leaders, how can Russian backing of partition be said ta have made friends for the Soviet among the 
same Arabs? •.• 

Appeasement of Arab extremists has never paid. The fact of the matter is that even Great Britain - despite its determined opposition to partition and despite its very outsnoken pro-Arab line of policy on the question of Palestine - cannot boast of having acquired unqueatloning Arab friendship in the Middle East, The developments with regard to the new Britiuh-lraqi Treaty prove this point, Palestine Partition had nothing at all to do with the riots in Baghdad, the dismissal of the Iraqi Cabinet, the flight of the Prime Minister and the new Iraqi Government's refusal to ratify the proposed treaty. The rioting was purely anti-British, for sentimeut against Britain runs high in Iraq, though 1 t was Britain tliat piloted Iraq towarn earl~, independence: sponsored Iraq for membership in the League of Nations and later in the 



United Nations; promoted the Arab League; saved Iraq from Rashid Ui 1 s Nazi 
putsch in 1941; trained Iraq'~ army and su~nlied its nrmamenta. 

Or let us take British-Egyptian relations, The minute the Palestine 
question is solved, the problem of the Sudan will again ani;>ear prominently 
on the international agenda. Egypt will again be np in arms against Britain, 
and Egypt will be supported by all the other Arab States. 

BritRin is no more sure of the friendshi~ of the Areb Middle East 
than the United States. From either or both of the two powers the Arabs will 
take as much as they can get - in money, arm~. milit.1.l'y training, economic 
development and political support - and. if a world crisis comes, they will 
give little or nothing in return. It was so in the first a11d second world 
wars, and it will be so if and when a new world. conflagration occurs. 

Among the many strange rm1ors spread behind the scenes, there is a. 
new story to the effect tha.t Gre~.t Fri ta.in and vri th her the Arab States may 
stay neutral in the event of n Russian-American War. This is of course 
ridiculous. America may need Midd.l e East oil to stro-oly Europe• but England 
would be completely paralyzed withnut tho oil of Iran and Iraq, for there 
are no domestic oil resources in t'1e Jritj,sh Isles. Greece and Turkey m~ be 
considered forward positions of Am(.\ricnn ~ecurity, but for Brita.in they are 
the frontline trenches of her EioJ.•.ire. Shoula. the great calamity of a new 
world war occur, it is safe to pl'edict that the United States will join 
Great Britain in such a wn.1· and not the other w~ around, 

,THE 11FOBMIDABILITY" OF ARAB OPPOSITION 
I I 

If two gunmen were to attack a c1.ti.zen on Times Square in New York 
and beat him to death, while the policeman on the corner did nothing to defend 
the victim or even helped the attackers, the impression would be created that 
the two gunmen were very strong And the victim ver~,. weak, This elementary 
parable ~~plies admir~bly to what ia hap~ening today in Palestine and in the 
Arab countries. In Syria, Iraq, Aden, Bahrein the application is Quite literal. 
The local Arabs, with the active help of the police, m~ssacre Jews, loot and 
burn Jewish property, and prevent Jewish defense. In Palestine itself, the 
British condone and sunnort Arab band~, and hinder Jewish defense. What is 
more, while the Arabs get a.rm~ from the Britjsh, via the Arab States, the 
Jews are denied arms by the United States Government, which applies its embargo 
equally to the Arabs defying the United Nations decision and to the Jews 
fighting for its im~lementation. 

In these circumstances, it is eR.sy to create the impression that 
Arab oyposition to partition is formidable and Jewish ability to defend the 
future Jewish State is questionable. It was pre~isely this impression that 
the anti-partitionists wished to create in the public mind, as an important 
tactic in their camnaign for a reversal of the United Nations decision. If 
one sees through this artificially distorted ~icture, a different pattern 
of Middle Eastern realities emerges, 
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As far as population statistics are concerned, Arab -propa?nnda runs 
wild in it~ exaggerations, and there are naive people among us who accept 
their exaggerations. There are no 80,000,000 Arabs in the Middle Ea~t. There 
are only about 15,000,000 Arabs and 16,000,000 Egy-ptians (who are not Arabs 
but an Arabic speaking people). Likewise, there are not 350,000,000 Monlems 
in the world. The grand tot3.l of Uohammed 1 s followers in the world amounts to 
about 285,000,000. But the Moslem world, a.s a whole, i~ very little concerned 
with Palestine. Mohammedan Turkey and Mohammedan Iran, the Moslems of Soviet 
Russia, of China and of India are not ready to wage war on behalf of Palestine's 
Arabs. As for the Arab States in the Middle East, the numerical weakness, 
inadequate technic3.l training and equipment of their armies are well-known. 
These armies cannot represent a "formidable'' force, even if all of them should 
merge under a unified eupreine command, In fa.ct, the existing Arab armies 
together are numerically not stronger than the Haganah. In technical skill, 
adaptability to the requirements of modern \7arfare, spiritual strength and 
readiness for sacrifice, the Jews of Palestine - fighting for their liv~s 
and for their only hope of national f 'reedom - certainly represent a much more 
determined and potent force than the Arabs. 

Furthermore, the Jews of Falestine and of the world are nnited (even 
the Irgun and the Stern Grouo will submerge their differences in face of an 
Arab onslaught), while the crisA-cross ambitions, feuds and interonts of the 
Arab potentates and the ruling cl ic~ues of Arabia a1·e as strong as ever. 
Ibn Saud and King Abdullah are ~till ~ortal enemies; so are King Ibn Saud and 
the Regent of Iraq~ '!'he 1)0liticiaEs of Syria nre Ol:)posed to Abdullah, fearing 
his Greater Syria Plan. The Ch1·istiau m.:ijori ty of the Lebanon is opnused to 
its own Pan-Islamic Government, to Syria and to the Arab J,aRgueo Tho kings 
of Egypt and Saudi Arabia :ire serious rivaJ.s in the Islomic world, King 
Abdullah and Amin el Hu.s:..1eini, the ex..,.Mufti of Jerusalem, are cpEinly opposed 
to each other and compete for control over the A.rrtbs of l--alestine, 

With the "policeman on Tirne.s Square" s:i.ding openly or tacitly with 
the gunmen, it is eo.sy to create the in1pres~ion of a formidable and united Arab 
opposition. In actual fact, howevAr, no moro than a few thousand mercenaries, 
many of them drafted from amnng the atarvin <7, prol etar it1 t in the Arab J.and.s 
outside of Palestiue, have thus far been active in the Palestine disorders. 

Once the Jews of P~lestine have the arms and modern eouipment which 
they need; once the United Nations has all tlie sur;rport it legitimately deserves 
in the implementation nf its decisi.on: once the Arab League knows beyond doubt 
that the United Nations and the great powers are determined to carry out 
partition, the "formidubility 11 · of .Arab opposjtion to Palestine Partition will 
disr-1,ppear. 

February, 1948 
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FQE_EELEASE MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1948 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER CHARGES THAT "ENEMIES" OF 

PiRTITION PLAN FOR PALESTINE 11 HAVE RALLIFJ) TO 1'EFE:AT IT" 

-- _, -- - - -
CONGRESSMEN MALONEY AND McCORMACK ATTACK AMERICAN EMBARGO 

ON ARI~3 TO JF;NS OF PALESTINE AND CALL FOR SPEEDY 

I~.'iPLEMF.trTATION OF' UNITED NATIONS DECISION -- BEFORE 

NATIONAL EMERGENCY CONFERENCE OF ZIONIST LEADERS 

------
Washington, Feb. 16 C~arging t~at t!le foes of the 

United Nations decision to partition Palestine "have mobilized 

for a last determined attack", Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman 

of the American Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and 

Chairman of the American Zionist Emergency Council, last night 

declared t!lat 11 1 t novr remains to see whether thP friends of 

the Plan and those who voted for it Will yield to intimidation 

and threat or Will rally to maintain the authority of the 

United Nations." 

Dr. Silver, who made his first public appearance since 

h1s emergency return from Palestine, was joined by Congressman 

John W. McCormack, M1nor1ty Wh1p in the House of Representatives, 

and Congressman Franklin J. Maloney, a member of the House 

Foreign Affairs Committee, in demanding that American arms be 

made available immediately to Palestine Jews. Their sharp 
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utterances were made last night before a National Emergency 

Conference of 800 American Zionists from 35 States .at the 

Jewish Community Center in Washington. Dr. Emanuel Neumann, 

President of the Zionist Organ1zat1on of America, presided 

at last night's session. The Conference Will continue through 

today. 

Cheers from the overflow audience greeted all references 

to the repeal of the arms embargo and the demand that an 

international force be immediately sent to Palestine by the 

United Nations. 

Dr. Silver continually referred to the UN Partition Plan 

as a compromise solution. He attacked "so-called moderptes 11 

who now propose a "new compromise" plan for Palestine. The 

Zionist leader pointed out that 11 the Partition Plan itself 

as finally proposed by the United Nations Special Committee 

on Palestine and accepted by more than two-thirds of the 

members of the United Nations" represented a n supreme decisive 

compromise when all other proposals had failed of acceptance. 11 

Dr. Silver quoted the statement made by Herschel V. 

Johnson, American delegate to the General Assembly of the 

United Nations, on November 26, 194?. At that time Mr. 

Johnson stated: "If we are to effect through the United 

Nations a solution of the problem, it cannot be done without 

the use of the knife. Neither the Jews nor the Arabs will 

ever be ,completely satisfied with any thing we do and it is 

Just as well to bear that in mind. tt 
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In commenting on Mr. Johnson's statement, Dr. Silver 

declared: "This is as true today as it was then. T.t1ose who 

talk piously of new compromises can only refer either to new 

concessions to be forced tram the Jewish people who have seen 

the Jewish National Home reduced since ~~e Balfour Declaration 

in 1917 from over 40,000 square miles to a little over 9,000 

square miles, or to the technique of delay which would defeat 

any plan and which would lead Palestine to chaos. 11 

Congressman Maloney (Rep., Pa.) called the present posi

tion of the United States towards Palestine "a most reprehen

sible attitude of coolness ... an attitude of straddling the 

1ssue.n He charged that "nothing has been done by President 

Truman and his subordinate officials to smooth the way for the 

carrying-out of the decision." Congressman Maloney insisted 

that the United States Government could have reacted to the 

present crisis in Palestine in a number of ways. 

"We might have used our friendly relations with Great 

Britain, With whose government we are so closely linked, to 

represent to it the need to conform With the United Nations 

recommendations, to allow an increase of Jewish immigration 

into Palestine, to open the port of Tel-Aviv for the influx 

of immigrants, arms and civilian supplies. We have not done 

so. 

"We might have put the question of acts of aggression, 

now brazenly perpetrated in Palestine, before the Security 

Council of the United Nations, as we have put tho questions 
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of Greece, Iran, Korea and other countries before the United 

Nations. We have not done so. 

"We might have relied on the long American tradition in 

permitting individual American citizens, who v~luntarily feel 

like Joining the fight for just causes, go abroad without 

hindrance and accompanied by the best hopes and wishes of the 

American people, as we had done in the cases of those who had 

gone from this country to help defend England, France and Finland 

and many free countries in their ~1our of stress. We have not 

done so, 11 the legislator charged. 

'Ihe M1nor1 ty Whip in the House of Representatives, 

Congressman John W. McCormack (Dem., Mass.), took to task the 

British Administration of Pal~stine. "Britain continues to act 

as if no United Nations decision on Palestine had ever been 

adopted. Not one of the many positive recommendations of the 

General Assembly h~s been carried out by the British Government. 

A port has not been placed at the disposal of the Jews of 

Palestine; nor has ~~e ban on immigration into Palestine been 

eased; nor has the British Government ever offered honest 

cooperation to the United Nations Commission of Implementation." 

Congressman McCormack viewed the American arms embargo 

as "tantamount to arming the Arabs to attack Jews and the 

authority of the United Nations, While preventing the Jews 

from receiving arms to defend themselves and thus defend the 

United Natlons.n 
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He charged that "Great Britain 1s still disposing of 

excess war material in the Middle East -- and a swift trans

mission belt makes certain that a dozen submachineguns, un

loaded today in Alexandria or Port Said, tomorrow w111 be 

in Arab hands spitting their loads of death into Jew1~~ 

buses and Jewish homes -- murdering a little people those 

only fault is that they do not wish to be exterminated, and 

who have signified their Willingness to accept the decision 

of the United Nations." 

Tne Democratic Party leader in the House ot Representatives 

stressed that 11 those whom the United Ns.t1ons Palestine 

Commission certifies as abiding by its verdict and needing arms 

tor defense, should not be denied t hrough t he action of our 

country tu.~e power and right to arm and defend themselves." 

----30--

('Ihe texts of all speeches are included in succeeding pages) 
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MEMORANDUM 

To Manbers of American Zionist lmergency Council Date 

From Abe Tuvim 

February 17, 1948 

The enclosed memorandum wi. th attachment was sent tod~ to the Chairmen 
of Local ~ergency Committees. 

AT:LD 
En.cs. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chai. rmen o:f !Jocal :Emergency Comrui ttees Date FebruBry 17, 1948 

Abe Tuvim 

Attached you will find a press releese covering the Nr.tional iinereeney Con
ference of the .Amerl. con Zionj. st Ene1·ger .. cy Ooun~il held in Wo.shington on 
February 15th and 16th. Thii:; includes the res'>lutions which were adopted 
unanimously "oy t}'l.e essemllled d.e~.egtiteo of RJ>1:, i-o:d.~a.tely 800 representatives 
of Jewish communities in 35 states. The reJ.e:•.:1e does n0t include the ex
cellent political analysis mude by Dr, »nanuol Neumann at the morning session 
on February 15th, nor tho 1rillien t surnma.1y of the Palestine s,. tuntion and the 
fervent appenl made bJ Dr, Abl.ia Hillel Stlver. 'lhese will be sent to you 
within a few deys. 

We suggest that the material cor:.ta.5.ned 111 the r~svlutions be used as the key 
points in our prOJ)A.ga't.lda a:rri:t•oach to newa col umr,.s, editors, radio commentai;ors 
and Christian cont.3.Cts, They su1'.·c,1arizc ot1r ob,1ect1vea most effectively-. 

I take this occasion to e.-,,;prass the whol~ea.1-ted apprec:tution of the American 
Zionist Fmergency Council for the n1agnificent ret;ponse to our call for the 
l'bergenc;y Conference, :Both the ~irit a.ud the coutent of the Conference were 
of a hi~ order. ~e men and wurnen who crone to Waihington carried out their 
directives in an ef1'ieient and constructive manner. We feel that as a res,.lJ.t 
our potli tion has im1,,roved sorne\-,½l~t, but most assu.red.ly not to the extent which 
would enable us to olow drnm the woxk wh5.ch has been outlined. to you and whici1 
you are carrying on, Every effort must be ste;py)ert.t"l)• The telegram Slld 
letter campaign Must be continued. We must also mRi:r~tain our alertness with 
rega1·d to newspaper material, radio reports mid corriments. Mass meetin1s must 
be held through .Jlic.;h we can place our case before the pu.bl~.c. Ohri stisn cci1-
tacts must be expanded and wherever possi 'Lle 0·111• Christ ion friends should be 
uked to send let tars and telegrurns and hold meetings under their own auspices. 

Klndest regards. 

AT:RB 
Enc. 
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FOR IJl.iJiIEDIATE RELEAS~ 

EMERGENCY COlJF1ERENCE OF 800 ZIONIST LEADERS CALLS UPON 

UNITED STATSS GOVERNI1.~EN T II TO RE-AS881T TTS INITIATIVE" 

IN U1\Jir11ED t1ATIOJS ON PALES:I'INE DECISION 

- - -
REPRESEl'JTATIVZS FROM 35 STAT~:s UFLJ .~ MODIFICATION OF U.S. 

EI·lE!lHOO AND ASK AJl.:ERICAN SUPPORT FOR JEWISH MILITIA; 

ZIONIS 'l1 DELEGAT'SS CONF1EH WITH HOUSE AND SENATE MEi1IBERS 

- - - - -
' W~shlngton, D.C., Feb. 16 -- The National Conference of 

Zionist leaders, convoked by the American Zionist Emergency Council, 
today called upon t!"le United State8 11 to re-asc.•ert its initiative 
in the United Nations and to take action to vindicate the integrity 
of American policy." 

In a tri-fold request addressed to the United States Govern
ment, the BOO ZioniAt lJaae rs representing 35 states, specifically 
asked the .im~ediate mo\tfication of the A~erican embargo on arms 
to tr!e I·:.tddle East; rcG:c.irJ by the Security Connell against t!"le 
nations defyine the Untt~d Nations Resolution on PaJertine, and 
the formation of a Jewis!1 mllitia and 11 of such international forces 
as may be required" to carry out the Palestine decision. 

Participants in the National Emergency Conference, Which was 
held in the Jewish Commun:t ty Center, represented. aporoximately 

250 cities throug.~out the United States. T~e Zionist leaders 
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spent most of today calling upon Congressmen and Senators from 

their sections of the country. The legislators were given a 

detailed report on the crisis in thA Holy Land and were enjoined 

to take such steps that would lead to t!'le immediate implementa

tion of the United Nations decision on Palestine. 

An eye-witness account of the present position of Jews in 

Palestine was given last night by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, head 

of the American Section of t!'le Jewi~!'l Ag0ncy for Palestine and ,. 

C:1airman of the Americ3.n Z1on\8t ~:mergency Council, who recently 

Declaring t~at t:1ree.ts, ir.t1rnid.ation and aggression viere 

forces Which h0lped to destroy the Lcag~1e of Nations whi:)..e the 

United States stood ldly by, Dr. Silver said: "If the work of 

the UN can be scuttled by Arab t'~1reats, then the United Nations 

might as well fold up anu everyone Will know the blame will lie 

at the door of the United States," Dr. SilvPr charged. 

In the renolutions adopted unanimously by t~e Conference, 

reference olso was made to recerlt stateme11ts by President Truman 

and Secretary Marsiall to the effect that the United States was 

continuinf;: to support t~10 UN d.ecislon on Pal estine. 

"It (the Conference) finds it indefensibl~, 11 the resolution 

stated, 11 t~at the Governrnr-n1t of the United StatP.s has, on the 

one hand, failed to act in the face of this grave situation, and 

on the othAr hand, by cert~in specific actions of its own has 

contributed to 1 ts deterioration. 11 

'l1he full text of t~1e resol11tions adopted by the Conference 

follows: 
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I. T~e NHtional Em8rgency Conference of the .Amerlcan Zionist 

Emergency ·oouno11, TnP.Pt..1.ng ln Was:iington, D. c., on February 15, 

1948, sends its message of greetings and solidarity to the valiant 

em attled Yishuv in Palestine. It pledges the whole-hearted 

support of Amel'ican Jewry to our brot~eris in Palestine in our 

common struggle to establigh the Jewisj State. 

II, The ConferAnce condemns the sabotage of the UN Resolution by 

the British Governme1it, After inst sting on so1 e control over 

Palestine, the British Government has not only failed to maintain 

public order, but is usinf; t !1ese pov,ers of control to encourage 

lawlessness on the part nf Arab extremists, to permit the invasion 

of Pa) estine by arrned Arah b~nn..s fr•om neighbor:i.ng countries, and 

to disarm and otherwise prevent effective defense by the Jpwish 

defense forces in t~P, country. 

III. The Conferenee takes cognlsance of the sta ternents of the 

President of the United States and of the Secretary of State to 

the effect t:iat t~e tTnl tea. States Government continuP-s to support 

the settlement arrived at by the United Nations. 

It, therefore, finds it indefensible tiat the Government of 

t!'l.e United States has, on the one !'l.n11d, failed. to act in the face 

of this grave situetion, and, on the ot~er ~and, by certain speci

fic ac.t1011s of its owu, hao contribut~d to its a.eteriorat:ton. 

IV. The Conference cnlls upon the Government of the United States 

to re-assert its initiative in the th1ited rations and to take 
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action to vindicate the integrity of Amer1can policy. 

The Conference, specificaily, calls upon the Governmer.t of 

the Unit0d States: 

(a) To in~1truct t!1e American Delegation to the United Nations 

Secl.lrity Council to obtain fa1thful compliance with the UN Resolu

tion by all governments concerned and to take all necessary measures 

against those member states 0f the Un .1. t~d 1'Jat ions which openly defy 

the General. Assembly's R0sol 1Jtton; 

(b) To instrunt the American Delegation to the United Nations 

Se~1rity Council that it support, and, if necessary, initiate, the 

formRtion of a militia for the Jewish State ai1d of such inter

national forces as may ba requl~"'ed to ins"Jre t!1e speedy carrying 

out of the Resolution of the Assembly; 

( c) To modify the embargo on armg to the I-:Tiddle East so as 

to insure an unlr.1pede(l flow of nrms to the Jewish defense forces 

in Palestine for the purpose of defending attac11:.ed Palestine Jewry, 

which is upholding th8 UN Hesolutlon. 

V. The Conference appPectutes the enel'gy nnd. devotion wit!1 whtch 

the UN Palestine Cornml ~; ston is _,1ursu1ne; its tas~t. ThP- Conference 

expects tne UN Security Cnuncil to act decls:tvely to implement 

the Resolution of th0 UN l-1sGemb.L;/ and to p:'"'event d.efia.nce of t!'le 

Charter and of the Assen~ly Pesolut10n by the Governments of the 

Arab States Bnd of the United K1.ngdom. 

--30--

#311 - 2/16/48 
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AMF.RICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL ...... 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen or Local Emergency Committees Date February 24, 1948 

Abe Tuvim 

Enclosed you will find a recent column by Sumner Welles and a release 
covering the response from U~ors of numerous cities in the United States 
to a telegram sent to them by Mayor Israel Rokach of Tel Aviv. 

The Welles article is ene which can be put to good use in the contact 
work you are carrying on • . We are trying to get permission to use it as an. 
advertisement and will inform you as soon as we receive an OK' from the syn• 
dicate which publishes Mr. Welles• material, The argumentation used by Mr. 
Welles is especially suitef. for constructive editorial comment. Should you 
require additional copies, we will send them to you. 

We take this occasicn to remind you of the need for maintaining the 
contacts which were estal ,lished with your Representatives and Senators as 
a result of the WashingtC1n Oonference, Individual thank.you letters should 
be sent by the members oj' the delegations which met with their Congressional 
representatives and eve~• effort should be made to keep their int ere st alive, 
Where additional materia:~ is needed. to inform them on specific issues, we 
will be most happy to se~d the material to you, or directly to your Congress
men, If so, advise us, 1 

I 

We wish to remind y~u also of the need tor maintaining the tempo ot 
telegrams to the White louse and the State l)epartment, '!here should be no 
letup in this activity, Communities nhich have held no mass meetings should 
plan them at once1 

It is also vital th1t we elicit public eXpressions from our Christian 
friends, as well as tele:;rems and letters to Washington. 

4TsRB 
Enc 

Regards. 
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lU. S. Stand on Palestine Viewed 
AsStartingU.N.onLeague'sPath 
Sumner Welles Attacks Counselors of Caution, 

Says Holy Land War Would Realize Their 
Fear-Soviet Troops in the Middle East 

By Sumner Welles 
Former Under Secretary o/ State 

It Is hard to arouse a democracy to impending dauger when the 
clouds on the horizon still seem no larger than a man's hand. Even 
Winston Churchill could not waken the British people to the menace 
in the rise of Nazism. The peril tl'\4D-------------
us in Japan's aggression against estine. If hostilities break out the 
China ~nd in Mussolini's invasion Soviet Union will undoubtedly in
of Ethiopia went largeb unper• sist that its vital interests require 
ceived. But even if the tragic les- it to send its own forces to main• 
son~ of the recent past are to be so tain order in its neighborhood. 
easily forgotten~ the clouds now Should our service departments 
looming arr no longer on the hori- prevail upon the Administration 
zon. They are hanging over us. to ref use to exercise any leader• 

This government has repeatedly ship within the United Nations to 
announced that the United Nations maintain peace in Palestine, they 
is the foundation of American for- will pave the way for what they 
eign policy. Yet because of the fear most, namely, the extension 
failure of the United States to of Soviet control over the Middle 
adopt a consistent and courageous East. 
policy on Palestine, the United Na- The arguments on oil are just 
tions is today faced with the grav- as unrealistic. If a new war breaks 
est dilemma in its history. out, the Middle Ea~tern oil re-

Save for Britain in the days of sources would certainly not be 
Baldwin, it would be difficult to available to western Europe nor to 
find a more sorry instance of a the United States. Should peace 
major power refusing to face facts. be preserved, $;ince t.he Arab gov-

The decision to partition Pales- ernment.<; depend upon the royal• 
tine was taken after full investiga- ties :from their oil concessions, 
tion and debate. It was in strict they are hardly likely to oppose 
accordance with the provisions of their exoloitation. 
the Charter. The United States But we are face to face with a 
was in great part responsible. This far more fundamental issue .. 
country played a leading role Japan defied the League of Na
throughout the events that led up tions in 1932 and was permitted 
to that decision. by the great powers to do so with 

Laek of Enforcement impunity. The Italian aggression 
againsti Ethiopia, the civil war in 

The American government failed Spain. and the rape by Hitler of 
however to insist that the United Austria and of Czechoslovakia 
~ations ~ust be enabled to ~nforce were the inevitahle result. 
its decision, and t~ protect hfe 3:nd The Arab states have now de• 
property in PalestmP until the m- fled the United Nations. 
dependence of the two new states 
had been finally established. U. S.-Soviet Concurrence 

For lack of any United Nations The partition of Palestine is the 
police force, the members of the O!lt! major que~tion upon which 
Palestine commission have now the p0licies of the United States 
been told by the British that they and of the Soviet Union have co• 
will be assassinated if they set foot ircided. Yet this govemcient has 
in Palestine. Major hostilities be- so far failed to initiate any meas
tween Jews and Arabs are immi• ures within the United Nations to 
nent. The United Nations cannot guard against the Arab aggression 
carry out its decision. Because the which ls under way, or even to 
United States has during the last 1>rotest the flagrant violation of 
two months renounced every sem- their Charter commitments by the 
blance of leadership, the smaller Arab states. 
countries are increasingly reluc- If the United Nations is, in fact, 
tant to assume any responsibility. the foundation of American pol-

The Palestine commission has at icy, the United States must. sup
length been compelled to ask the port the United Nations, not only 
Secw·ity council to determine that when that is convenient and easy. 
there is a Hthreat to the peace'' but quite as much so when such 
and to take action under the support implies effort, sacriflce 
Charter. And Washington still re- and risk. 
mains silent. The League of Nations collapsed 

It is notorious that there ls A. because the major powers then 
sharp cleavage of opinion within members of the League supported 
the government. The Army and the League only when it suited 
Navy, supported by some officials their own ends. They failed to 
ot the State Department and of support the League when it 
other departments, insist that the seerr.ed that their selfish interest.a 
United States must take no action might bE: prejudiced. 
to back up its «ords. They alleg~ W,,. are seeing exactly the same 
that out growing controversy with trend. The Palestine question ts a 
Russia makes it Ull\1'ise for us fur- test case. Should the United 
tner to antagonize the Arab states States P~rslst in lts present blind 
or Jeopardize this country's access lnactf on It will be preparing the 
to Middle Eastern oU. way for the faHur~ ot the new in-

Soviet Troopsf ternational organization. And if 
the United Nations fails, the one 

Su~h arguments a~e. wholly un- hope humanity today possesses for 
convincing. The Br1t1sh govern- the rule ot law rather than the 
~ent cannot prolong 1!-5 mandate rule of force, for the freedom and 
1~ Palestine. Once 'British forces progress of mankind, and for the 
withdraw, war will result unless establishment of a peaceful world 
~he Uni~ed Nations can send an order wm vanish with it. 
international constabulary to Pal- OOip·r1 h, 19tll. New York Hert.Jd Tribune lne. 
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lOR IMHEDt.ATE lULIJ.SE 

MAYOR ROKACH OF TEL-AVIV RECEIVES EXPRJ!ZSIOUS OF FRIS1DSHIP 

AUD EUC0URAGE4EUT FROM LARGE HUMBER OF U .s. MAYOBS 

- ... -
Uew York, Feb.23 -- On the eve of his departure for Palestine, Uayor Israel 

Rokach of Tel-Aviv, Palestine, disclosed today that he had received messages of 

friendship and encouragement, directed to the Jews of Palestine, from a large num

ber of mayors in the Unit~d States. 

n.tring his stay in this country, Mayor Rokach had vlsited many of the larger 

cities in the United States where, under the auspices of the Jewish national :B\1.nd
1 

he gave a report on the present crisis 1n the Holy Land, The Tel-.A.vi v Hayor we.s a 

guest.of ~onor at the recent Convention of the United States Conference of Mayors 

which just ended in Hew York City. 

Mayor Rokach disclosed a number of letters sent to him from varioua official 

sources. 

The Hayor of Cleveland, Ohio, Thomas A• l3urke, greeted M~or Rokach as follows 

"I understand that your city may become the capital of the new Jewish State soon to 

be established in accordance with the decision of the United nations. I hope and 

pr,q that peace may soon replace terror in the Holy Land and that this great histo

ric task becomes a reality. le shall do everything we can to help with all means 

within our power•" 

In hie letter to uayor Bokach, Mayor Hubert H. Humphrey of Min."leapolis, U1nn. 

warned that "if the de~ision to partition Palestine is not carried out, then the 

United Natioae will fail. That failure meana the destruction of our hopes for 

world peace." (more) 
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Mayor Thomas L. Cummings of Uashville, Tenn. wrote: "As it now stands, the 

Arabs have access to arms from a number of Arab states. It appears to me that the 

United nations should either defend the Jews in Palestine or make it possible that 

they will be able to defend themselves from the attack of the Arabs who surround 

them. 14 

Mayor de Lesseps s. Morrison, of Uew Orleans, La, wired: "My feeling is that 

the United nations reached its Palestine decision only after open debate and fair 

vote. For the United nations to fail to implement that decision with an interna

tional police force would be damaging to hopes for world peace. May you and your' 

people obtain speedy relief from oppression and suffering," 

Mayor William R. Lupton of Uiagara Falls, u. Y, wrote the Tel-Aviv Mayor: "As 

citizens of the United States, ~e call upon the American Government and the united 

Nations to implement their decision with forthri~htn~s and intelligence, to give 

aid and assistance to the Jewi sl1 defenders so that innocent snd unnecessary bloodr-

shed · may be averted, 11 

11 I know that I am voicing the opinion of our inbabi tan ts when I say that our 

moral support goes out to you in your valiant effort to defend your community and 

your land against the aggression of the Arabs. I trust that the Government of m1 

oeuntry will utilize its influence in seetng to it that arms are speedily provided 

the Jewish community through the medium of the United nations so that they will be 

able to defend themsleves," Forrest M. Olson, Hayor of Sioux Ci tyt Iowa wrote. 

other communications were sent to Mayor Rokach by Mayor Robert Pfeifle of ::eeth

lehan, Fa.: Mayor C, Hal ::erues of tlheeling, W, Va.; Mayor Curtiss Frank of Yonkers, 

N.Y,; Mayor P. D. Snipes of Raleigh, U,C.:;, Mayor Erastus Corning II of Albany, U,Y.; 

Mayor Vincent J, Murphy of Uewark, U,J.; Mayor Michael v. De Vita of Paterson, U,J,; 

Mayor Frank 0, Owens of Columbia, s.-c.; Mayor Joseph Morrison of Easton, Pa,; Mayor 

John J. McDonough of St, Paul, Minn.; Hayor Arthur n. Harriman of Uew :Bedford, Mass.; 
Mayor Dennis J, Roberts of Providence, R. I.; Mayor Ambrose P, McCoy of Pawtucket, R.I. : 
Mayor Joseph Altman of Atlantic City, U .J.; and Hayor Luther M, Kniffen of filkes.;.. 

Barre, Pa. 
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AMERICAN ~ONIST EMER&ENCY COUNCIL 

342 ~MADistN AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chai nnen of Local »nergency CoD1Di ttee Date February 25, 1948 

Abe Tuvim 

Enclosed 7ou will find the address by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver at 

the Extraordinary Conference of the American Zionist »nergency Oouacil 

held in Washington, D. C., on February 16, and the political aiaJ.ysis 

by Dr. Ene.nuel Ne1Jmenn at the sane Conference on February 15. This 

presents a wealth of me.t~rial which you m~ apply to your current 

efforts. 

A directive is being prepared covering our political situation in 

view of the address of Senator Warren Austin befo:-e the Security Council 

of the United Nations. This directive will go rorvard to you tcmorrow. 

It will clearly indicate the need for increased efforts by our communities 

and our friends in the present campaign. 

AT:RB 
Encs. 

Regards. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

341 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dale 
Members of .American Zionist :Emergency Council 

From Abe Tuvim 

February 25, 1948 

The enclosed memorandum with attachments was sent todey to the Chairmen 
of Local Emorgency Committees. 

AT:LD 
Encs. 



AM&RIG:A+, ZIONIST EMER&ENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local »nergency CoD111ittee Date Februar., 25, 1948 

Abe Tuvim 

Enclosed you will find the address by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver at 

the Extraordinary Conference of the American Zionist Fmergency Council 

held in Washington, D. C., on February 18, and the political maJ.ysis 

by Dr. hnuel Neumenn at the sane Conference on February 15. This 

presents a wealth of material which you mrq apply to your current 

efforts. 

A directive is being prepared covering our poll ti cal situation in 

view of the address of Senator Warren Austin before the Seouri t7 Council 

of the United Nations. This directive will go fo:rvard to you tanorrow. 

It will clearly ind3.cate the need for increased efforts by our communities 

and our friends 1n t.he present campaign. 

AT:RB 
Encs. 

Regards. 



EXCiRPTS FROM AN ADDRESS BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER, CHAIRMAN 
OF THE AMERICAN SECTION OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE, 
TO NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF A~.{ERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL, 
WASHINGTON, D. C,, FEBRUARY 15, 1948, DR. SILVER IS ALSO 
CHAIREAN OF THE AMERICAN ZIONIST Ei\iERGENCY COIB\JCIL. • 

As the time for implementing the UN decision orr Palestine 
draws near, the powerful forces which have always been opposed 

to it, inside and outside Government circles, have mobilized 

for a last determined attack. Though the plan has not yet been 

in operation, and even the preliminary steps have not been taken, 

1 t is loudly prono11nced a failure, Efforts are being made to 

reopen the entire debate. All the arguments which were fully 

aired during the long deliberations at the United Nations be

fore the decision was taken are being put forward again as 

new reasons for revision or abandonment of the plan. 

One hears again 4,he utterly misleading pleas of the so

called moderates for some new compromise as if the partition 

plan itself as finally proposed by ~~e United Nations Special 

Committee on Palestine and accepted by more than two-thirds 

of the members of the United Nations did not in itself repre

sent the supreme decisive compromise when all other proposals 

had failed of acceptance. 

The Special Committee of the United Nations in proposing 

part1 tion declared: 11 It was real1 zed by all members that an 

effort should be made t) find a solntion wh1c·"'I. would avoid 

meeting fully the claims of one group at the expense of 

committing grave injustice against another". 
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The U. S. delegation at the United Nations also believed 

that the solution represented a commendable compromise and the 

only one feasible under the circumstances. Speaking before 

the General Assembly on November 26, 1947, Ambassador Herschel 

v. Johnson declared: 11 that plan (partition) however, offers, 

in the view of the UN delegation, the best practicable present 

opportunity and possibility of obtaining ..... a peaceful settle

ment in Palestine". He moreover stated a fact which was crystal 

clear to anyone who was acquainted With Palestine realities. "I 

think there is no delegation here which does not know that no 

plan has ever been presented either to thls Assembly or to the 

Mandatory during its long years of tenure, or in any other plan 

which would meet with the acceptance of both the Arabs and the 

Jews. No su~~ plan has ever been presented, and I do not believe 

any such plan Will ever be presented. If we are to effect through 

the United Nations a solution of the problem, it cannot be done 

w1 thout the use of the knife. Ne1 ther the Jews nor the Arabs 

will ever be completely satisfied with anything we do and 1t 1s 

Just as well to bear that in mind. 11 

'l'nis 1s as true today as it was then. Those who talk 

piously of new compromises can only refer either to new concessions 

to be forced from the Jewish people who have seen the Jewish 

National Home reduced since the Balfour Declaration in 1917 from 

over 40,000 square miles to a little over 9,000 square miles, or 

to the technique of delay which would defeat any plan and Which 

would lead Palestine to chaos. 
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No one of those who advocate vague compromises indicated 

what they would do or what they would want the United Nations 

to do, if such a new attempt on compromise would fall, even 

as such attempts alvrays failed in the past due to 4rab 

intransigeance which increased through the years because of 

their success in forcing revisions of international decisions 

by threats and violence. 

Partition was a compromise to end an interminable con

troversy. It was a compromise which appeared fair and reason

able to. the United Nations. The Justice and conscience of 

the world approved of it. 'lhe procedure for implementation 

was defined. The UN Commission was appointed With authority 

to carry out the plan. The enemies of the plan have rallied 

to defeat it. It now remains to see whether the friends of 

the plan and those who voted for it will yield to intimida

tion and threat or Will rally to maintain the authority of 

the UN and 1nsure its implementation by acts and not by words. 

*********** 
******* 

*** 
* 



National Jmergeney Conference 
American Zionist Etnergency Council 
Jewish Community Center, Washington, D, c. 
February 15, 1948 

,tpDRESS, BY DR, l;tANUEL NETJMJllI 

there is unfortunatel1 no doubt about the fact that \le are going to continue 
to find ourselves in a state of permanentenergenoy until we are over the last 
hurdle and the Jewish State has been established in fact as well as in law, firmly 
and unshakabl7. Until then we m~ expect recurring crises and until then ydU ma, 
expect to be summoned time and again when the situation requires it. lt is well 
at such a moment of crisis to bear in mind older struggles and how we su111ount14 
our difficulties in the past. We have been through the wara and we are n6t easil7 
daunted by new campaigns and new offensives, however formidable the7 appear to be 
\then the1 are mounted. 

tt is well in the moment of triumph to bear in mind the diffieul.t1e1 which 
a till 11 e ahead and it 1 a well at the hour of peril to east a backward glance at 
the times and think of the dangers sunnounted on other occasions. You recall the 
past crises. You recall the apprehension, for example, with which we met the 
announcement of the formation of the Anglo..Ameriean Committee of Jnquir7 and how 
our worst apprehensions did not come true; how our general moral and political 
position was not weakened but rather strengthened by the unanimous report which 
finally emerged, It is only a matter of eighteen or twenty months since the 
leaders of the Jewish Agency in Palestine were arrested and detained at Latrun 
in a tranendous effort on the part of the British Government to crush the spirit 
ot the Yiahuv, to break its resistance, to break the backbone of our movement 
generall1• You recall how that effort tailed ingloriously. You recall, too, the 
attempt of the !ritieh Government to cever u~ its repudiation of the Anglo-Ameriem 
Committee Deport by putting forward the celebrated Morriaon-Grad.1 proposals. 11'.lat 
maneuver was defeated and the report rejected not only by Jews and Arabs, but also 
by the Government of the United States, 

~aet year after our discussions with Mr, Bevin had collapsed, or after his 
cllscusaione with us had collapsed, we met here under the impact of the announce
ment from Lon4on that the whole question would be ref erred to the U.N. !bat, rq 
friends, was a very serious moment and a very serious challenge, Nobo41 coul4 
tell how it would go. If you allow me, I'd like to quote a brief passage from my 
report laat 7ear. I said then: 11~e pos1 tion in the U.N., difficult and uncertain 
today ae it is from our atandpoint,eontains elements of great uncertaint7 and 
potential danger to the :Sri ti sh point of view. Britain 1 s no longer on the bridge 
at the helm clirecting the ship of state of the eommuni ty of nations. 1'here are 
freaher, 7ounger, stronger, more powerful forces that have appeared upon the world 
1cene." Nevertheless, it waa a very great challenge, and no one could foretell 
the outcome. That chapter, as you know, has ended and ended well for us. Jut 
think for a manent of what might have been the ai tuation if thince had not gone 10 
well. We had been eummoned by the :British Government before the higbe1t interna
tional tribunal, the court of loet resort. If the verdict had gone againet u1, 
the lrltilh Government wou14 have had in its hand an iron-clad deeieion and 
Judpent from which 10 tar as we could 1ee there wae no further appeal. We went 
into that arena and foucht it out to a viet9rlo~• and glorious eono1u1lon. 
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There were many crises during those few months, as you know. Time and again 
you were summoned, you and the countless thousands whom you represent, to bring 
to bear the full weight of American opinion, the conscience of this countey, to 
strengthen the hands of those in our Government who w1 shed and sought to do the 
right thing. To be sure, diplomacy and diplomotic negotiations are highly 
dramatic and carry a romantic appeal. I was privileged to be one ot the small 
number of representatives of the Jewish Agency who participated in the U.N. 
proceedings d~ after day and week after week, but I know I am speaking for my 
distinguished colleagues when I say that the best of diplomats can only make the 
best out of given circumstances. Be can only exploit existing forces and reali
ties in political life. If he is skillful and clever, he will exploit them well. 
If he is less gifted and less clever, he will not do so well, In our case it was 
the tremendous current which was generated by countless thousands of the\l'lnamed 
soldiers of our cause in this country. that moved our Government and carried to 
its destination our frail vessel, freighted with the historic aspirations of our 
people. Without that current all on the bridge -- helmsmen, captain, pilots and 
sailors -- would have found themselves becalmed, manipulating instruments and 
steering gear, but producing no forward movenient, 

And now to the events since November 29th and the situation which ha$ 
developed. You all realize that even the representatives of the nations dealing 
with this question at Lake Success were confronted with a ring of difficulty 
from the outset. ~he British ~overnment left no room for doubt that so far as 
it was concerned, it was not going to help to implement the partition decision. 
It would not use or permit the use of its forces for implementation, and it would 
not hand over its administrative authority and :powers to the projected Jewish and 
Arab States. It would not even be contaminated by contact with those forbidden 
things, and the sub~comm1ttee working on the subject was therefore compelled to 
dense a formula and procedure ~ereby the circle might be squared, l.½lereb7 in 
the presence in the country of a Mandatory Gqvernment \\ihieh refused to associate 
itself with the decision of tbe U,N., it wo,lld nevertheless be possible to 
effeeuate all the complicated mea~ures required for a smooth handing over of 
authority and power from the Mandatory throut;h the U.N. to the ~ewiah and Arab 
States. 

S~ch a program was actually devised through a great deal of difficqlty and 
deliberation, and there were a few cardinal points upon which it~ success or 
failure largely depended under the ctreumstances. What were these points? First. 
it was realized that with this uncooperative administration in Palestine, it was 
necessary that a U.N. Commission be set up and that it appear upon the scene in 
Palestine with the least possible delay, so that it could gradually take over 
various f'tUlctionJ and arrange for them to be assumed by the Jews and eventually 
by the Arabs. Secondly, _one of the pivotal points was the ylan for the evacua
tion, the fr~eing, not merely of a s.eaport but of a seaport area with hinterland 
in the Jewish State, by Februal'11st, so that at the earliest possible tlme there 
mtgbt be at least one comer of the country which could serve as an open door for 
the admission of refugees and immigration, and woul.d make possible the bringing 
in of ne~ee$~r:f equipment, even foodstuff~, in case of difficulties. A free area 
would thus be provided where the Jewish militit1 might begin to be orgd.ze4 and 
trained and have its maneuvers, and where the U,N,, through its Commission, could 
at one~ aseume control, temporary sovereignty. Then a third point was planned 
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very early; that there should be established a provisional council of government 
as the instrument for taking over administrative responsibilities, at least in 
the Jewish State. This establishment of the provisional council was a necessary 
prerequisite to the organiz•tion of the armed militia, because the armed militia 
was to be responsible to the provisional council under the general dir~ction of 
the U.N. Commission. 

The :Sri tish Government has systematically sabotaged eveey one of these 
principle items of the recommendation. It has in the first place refused point 
blank to permit the U.N. Commission to enter Palestine until a week or two before 
the Mandate is terminated. It said: "We will continue to administer the country 
as a whole until a week or two before that date and then we are going to hand 
over this ~hole business to yo~ and say, 1Now, carry on.'" It refused point 
blank the second point, the freeing of a port area as a base of operations. It 
only withdrew iritish soldiers and police from Tel Aviv withQut relaxing its 
control. Above all it continued to blockade the port of Tel Aviv and all other 
ports in order to ensure its control, so that even todEcy" if a vessel approaches 
Palestine with illegal -- so-called illegal immigrants -- and they are no longer 
illegal because, under the U.N. decision, beginning February 1st there was to be 
free immigration through this free Jewish port, the vessels are seized and the 
immigrants taken to Cyprus. If a vessel approaches carrying what the British 
suspect to be arms or necessary equipment, militaey equipment, it is seized and 
taken to Haifa subject to careful examination. Since the U.N. Commission could 
not be admitted to Palestine because of !ritieh refusal, the third point becomes 
most difficult to implement, namely the early establishment of the provisional 
council of government. Theoretically, of course, that could be done at long 
distance. Let the Commission sit in Lake Success end by means of cable and wire
less carry on the necessary delicate negotiations for the purpose of creating in 
Palestine a provisional council of government. Finally, the !ritish Government 
has not onl.7 refused to permit the establishment of a militia -- but has refused 
to permit any steps leading toward the eventual organization of a militica. No 
enlistment for it: no recruitment; no preparations of any kind. This is the sum 
total briefly of the British response to these fundamental aspects of ,he U.N. 
resolution. 

I have not said a word about all the things which have been going on in the 
country, tlie lack of order, breakdown of security, the seizure of arms from 
Haganah defenders. ~e other d~, you recall, after a great attack upon Kfar 
Etzion not very far from Jerusalem had been repelled, and news came that further 
attacks were being planned, t..he Hagan.ah or the Jewish author! ty, the Jewish Agency, 
attempted. to send to Xfar Etzion a convoy of things which they desperately needed 
for defanse. The l3r1 tish authorities stopped the convoy on the grounds tbat the 
bar~ei wire and cement which it carried constituted military equipment arid was 
thr~afore subject to confiscation or stoppage. But these harrowing details are 
lmow, and there is something ver7 much bigger \·11th which we have to contend. 
I regret that thus far in all our activity and discussion and educational cam
paigns, this has not been brought out as fully and forcibly as it should. In it 
lies the heart and. cru.z of the whole matter, What would a fai thleae and clisloyal 
Mandatory administration do if it wished to make sure that the U,N. decision 
should not be implemented? lt would connive at the infiltration into Palestine 
of large armed Arab bands drawn from established military uni ts of the neighboring 



' Arab countries under the guise of volunteers. It would admit bands to cross 
the frontiers of Palestine in increasing numbers, install them in mountain strong
holds, disperse them in various parts of the count17, train and drill and make 
plans and prepare for the great day, Der Tag, when the British administration, 
having been relaxed or terminated, these forces could hurl themselves upon the 
Yishuv at etrategia points and plunge the country into the throes of war, That 
1 s \dlat a fai thleas administation would do if it sought to defeat the right of 
the UN. That is precisely what the !ritiah Mandato17 regime has now done and is 
doing daily, 

The other day, the New York Times carried in the very same issue two news 
stories. One reported that a shipload of 700 refugees approaching Haifa had been 
intercepted by the gallant navy of his »ritannic Majesty and shunted off, seized 
and carried back to CYJ>?\1S• That was one milita1 .. y, or I should say, naval opera
tion of the Mandatory. The other story carried the 1·eport that 700 - precisely 
the same nwnber - 700 anned Arabs crossed the Jordan on a bridge with full 
mill taey equipment and many truckloo.ds of surplies, and descended into the heart : 
of Palestine. No one who knows Palestine, a tiny country, and the few bridges 
on the Jordan, and knows the kin~. of rnili tary establishment which the :Sri'ti ah 
have there and the ecouti ne planes they have, could doubt for a moment that this 
large :force could easily have been halted if' there was a desire to do so. More.. 
over, the Jewish Agency had secured infonnation about the invasion in advance: 
it is net so difficult to learn that a band has been formed, is just across the 
border, and is preparing to invade. In one instance, such information was com
municated to the British Government four days ahead of the actual crossing of 
the frontiers by a band. The infonno.tion was pigeon-holed, and Sir Alexander 
Cadogan at Lake Success in meeting with the tW Commission simply communicated 
to them the fact that by this date some 2,000 or 2,500 anned Arabs have crossed 
into Palestine. An armed invasion of the country is going on while it is still 
under Mandate, with the full knowladge and, I must s~, ,...'1th the full approval 
of the Mandatory Government. It Ca!lnot be otherwise unless they should plead 
imbecility: every intelligent persons is pre~u.~ed to intend the results of hie 
actions. So what we are confronted with, what the UN is confronted with, what 
Mr. Truman and Mr. Marshell are c,,nfronted with -- is the ugly and. shameful 
fact of a gross betr~al of trust on the part of the Mandatory and a deliberate 
effort to deliver the Yishuv unarmed, inadequately defended and protected, to 
the tender mercies of Arab bands and Arab armies. 

The newspapers publish pictures of meet~n&s of the Arab League attended by 
prime ministers and foreign ministers of the Arab St .. 1tes, and record moneys 
paid out of the official uchequore of varicu Arab Gove1nments and other matters 
of aided assistance given by them to organize this invasion of Palestine. 
Moreover, it is notorious that the agents of the British Foreign Office, me~bers 
of the Foreign Service, maintain olose and intimute oontact \'11th these Arab 
leaders and maybe presumed to be advising and guiding them. The original meet
ing hald by the Arabs after the UN decision, was attended by Sir Gilbert Cl~on, 
the well-known iri tish :representative in the Near East, and he must be presumed 
to have been an accessory- to all of their plans and designs. That is the stark 
reality. It is almost incredible that a Mandatory Government, which has been 
responsible for the peaceful administration of the country and has responsib111t7 
toward 1,800,000 inhabitants, should be deliberately planning to throw the 
count?'Y' into chaos and t,o permit one section of the populntion to sugjugate, 
and if possible exterminate, the other section. But that seems to be the truth. 
It is further incredible to me that this evil design for which there is but one 
word ~ murderous intent - ... should be carried out by a government which is da.117 
asking the United Statea for favors, for moral backing, for military- backing, 



- 5 -
~ 

for financial support, to save it self from bankruptcy. 

My honest personal judgment -- I don1t lmow whether it is shared by all of 
ny collea~~es - is that all these military men.surea which have been taken are 
ui ~octed llltimatel.y not so much by military a~ ~y political mastenninds~ I am 
:. D 1..;lined to believe that all thia is l>art of a political effort~ a pol1tical 
cr.mpaign with the objective of bringing about n. drastic revision or complete 
reversal of the UN decision. All that has be~il happening in thia eountxy in the 
past weeks seem to bear this out. A vs.at campaign ha.a been organ\zed and we are 
now in the midst of it; a campaign stretching from the Noar East to Washington 
and San F:ranoisco. Perhaps it is we who made .America the second front, but it 
is that now -and there is a tremendous carnpaigt! going on. directed by very good 
minds, They realize that reversal of the t.n{ p~licy cannot be brought a.bout 
without the pariiiCi}Jation or at least the acr._u-'-escenc.e of the United States. 
'rhe-tr campai~ is clever - I bel\eve it is t11e most <lifficult that we have yet 
had to contend ,'11th despite the fact that we ho.ve a UN decision behind us. Some 
of us have had occasion to engage in discussions -- all of us have read articles, 
Incidentally, I should jud~e from my own modost eXJ.erience in public affairs and 
public relations that millions of dollars are being expended on the campaign, 
Because of the clearly recognizablo pattern tho.t you see everywhere it is evident 
that all the arguments emanate from some central snurce, centrally directed, 
One typic:11 argument is that the UN decision wa.o after all not a decision but a 
recommendation, hence, quite simply. if the recommendation proves unworkable, it 
should be revised. 

It is true that when the l3ritieh oriM,nal.17 announced that they were going 
to refer tne Palestine matter to the UM, they spoke of getting a recommendation 
from the UN, but it is also t~e that i~ the course of the discussions and the 
proceedings of the UN, it became clear that what was happening was not a mere 
formality, a i:iere recommendation, but that a new settl~•.ent was being made, a 
new international settlement of the Palestine terrlto4f• It was so accepted b1 
all concerned, except by the Araba who insisted that the UN did not have the legal 
power to do so, The British Government, shortly after the UNSCOP report, in its 
f~.rst statement before the Ad Hoc Committee mnounced that it accepted the ftrst 
recommend~tion of the UNSCOP, namely, the te1mtnation of the Mcllldate, and \he 
second teconmendation, namely the withdr~wof British forces, This meant that 
Britain was giving up its control ond was prepa.red to have the W take over and 
decide -what was to be done. The OU did not merely adopt a reaoluti on after months 
of investigation and acrimonious debate, but went very mu.ch furthe:r. It set up 
a committee to implement that report, that resolution. This was mucll more than 
1·ecommending. It called \tpon the Security Council and 1 t col.led upon the Trustee
ship Co'l.ai~il to carry out their respective tasks under the resol'1tion. And Foreign 
Minister Bevin himsolf in London in an address before the House of Commons said 
very clearly that the highe~t international court had acted, had rendered a verdict 
and there ta now a decision. He repeated these words and over again - n the 
decision of the w." Yet now there is some clever boy in the $tate Department 
who gets his advice from some clever Englishnlan or some Arab, who points to the 
text of the resolution and eqa "You aee, it 1a only a recommendatlon," 

The greatest and auperfieial].y most formidable argument lllhich is being used 
all over the co·J.ntry is, ho 11ever, the 8.t'gument of national interest. nwe aa 
J\mericans must set our national interest above the interest of any group or 
~~ection of the popu.le.-c;ion -- above all pressure groups." It has been said r► 
yoatedly that 1 t is SE:cretary Forreetal more th~ anyone else who seeme to harp 



~ 

- 6 -

upon t:lis theme and this note of national interest. I think that not only ve 
who are Zionists and good citizens, but eveey right thinking .American whose 
thinking is not distorted by hate, by emotional bias, by anti-Zionist or pro
Arab prejudices, evoiy straight thinking Amorlean will concede at once that if 
we speak of national interest it is difficult to find a higher national interest 
than support of the UN which our country helped to craate and upon which it has 
based and anchored its foreign policy. Any secretary of defense who insists 
upon basing our national interest and national policy exclusively ~pon oil or 
upon the atomic bomb i a guilty of such shortsightedness, such lack of moral pe~ 
captions, such lack of appreciation of the basis of American policy and national 
interests, that it is dangerous to leave the defense and security of our country 
in his hands. 

Now, of course, there is the argument about oil. We are told that the 'I.hole 
world now depends upon the oil wells of Saudi Ara.bia and that, as a result of the 
partition plan, the pipeline may suffer dAJnnge somewhere alcng the line or there 
may be some deley. The whole Marshall Plan ,-1111 collapse, the whole world will 
collapse unless the oil companies can have things precisely their way. I am not 
going to get into the argument ~t length. Much should be said about that, about 
the extent to which these oil coinpanies who are salting away tens of millions of 
dollars beyond the reach of the American Treasury and .American taxes, are trying 
to teach us what is ,AJnerican citizenship and .American national interest. But the 
fa.ct remains that thus far nothing is harpening to curtail the oil flowing from 
Saudi Arabi a. On the co!l trary, before the 29th of November, the cry that Ibn Saud 
would cancel the oil concessions was heard repeatedly and it was Ibn Saud himself. 
out of his royal mouth, who denied 1 t and sat d tha.t he has no intentions of can
celling the concessions or affecting American oil interests. The pipeline is 
going ahead and the other d81' an official of the Trans--Arabian Pipeline, a company 
which is actually building the pipeline, deprecated all this talk of interference 
or interruption of the wolk. He pointed O\lt that most of the pipeline, perhaps 
so% of its length, lies in Snudi Arabia, and that it will take a long time before 
that part is COlllpleted. An~ that for the present at least there is certainly 
no danger to· 1 t. 

Then there is a particularly sinister argument about Russia, The old argu
ment used to be that if Arre rica takes a p1·0-Zionist line 1 t will drl ve the Arabs 
into the open arms of the Soviet Union. Then it turned out much to everybody's 
suipri se that Soviet Russia took the same position as the United States, and there 
were no outstretched anns for the Arabs to throw themselves into. But now the 
argument is reversed. Just because Russia went along with us, just because Russia 
supported the partition policy, Russta must have had a sinister motive. There
fore to carry out partition is to carry out Hussian designs whatever they are, 
and inevitably 1 t means somehow installing Russia in Mediterranean 'bases. The 
second aspect of this Russian bogey is the Communist bogey; the attempt to smear 
us - to 1~entify Zionism 'Ni th Communism, and Jewish refugees from the Balkan 
countries as harboring among them Communist agents, You will recall, if you are 
not too young, that during the war we had the problem of briQging in Jewish 
refugees from Nazi Europe on the same leaky boats as now. The argument then was 
twisted the other way. and it was said that Nazi agents were coming in among the 
refugees. As if Hitler's agents 9r Stalin's agente,if he wished to have "1em 
in the Near East, had no o~er wsy of finding their wey there than by means of 
leaky boa.ta which take months t.o-; reach Palestine. 

Then there 1 s the general argument that we need the friendship of the Arabs. 
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There are people who simply re:tuse to learn from experience and history that 
precisely their argument of appeasing the Arabs was employed by Chamberlain and 
the others in 1939, when the :British Government insisted it had to issue the 
Wh1 te Paper or else the Arabs would be hostile and unhappy. The reward which 
the Allies reaped from the Arabs during the war is too recent and well-known to 
require elaboration. Today under our very eyes, the same thing 1s happening 
again. :Sri tain has been throwing Jewish Palestine to the wlves in the hope of 
consolidating her influence in the Near East. And immediatel7 upon the heels of 
this action of hers, she began actively to negotiate treaties with the Arab 
countries. She met a rebuff instantly from the veey first countcy, Iraq. An 
Anglo-Iraqi Treaty was signed by the Iraqi prime minister with the result that 
there was a revolt. a coup. The prime minister had to nee for hie lite to Trans
Jordan and a new government was set up which repudiated the treat7 and refused 
to ratify it. And the newspapers said that in British circles in Laidon, this 
was taken veey seriously as indicating the need for revru.uation and perhaps 
revision of !rita1n 1s whole policy towards the Arab States. There is little 
doubt that by play.f. ng this Arab game, the B11 t~.sh will have as 11 ttle j07 from 
the Arabs in the future as they have had from t ... 1em in the pa.et. Our countr, 
will not gain in prestige but have its :PreetL:e tranrpled under toot and dr9«ged 
through the mire if the Arabs find thait it can bfi intimidated w1 thin a few weeks 
into reversing the stand it took publicly before the UN. 

I'd like to say a word about the situation in Washington and how it reflects 
itself within the UN. You lcnow there is a great deal of talk to tae effeet that 
the United States exercised undue pressure upon so many countries to get the 
vote through. This is also, of course. essentially a lying bit of propacanda. 
We who were there at Lake Success~- some who are here with me on the platform, 
Mrs. Rose Halprin and others -- will reme1:1ber how we sweated blood trying to get 
the United States not to exert pressure, ·t,ut to make its position unmistakabl7 
clear. It is only natural at the United Nations that a large numbers of countries 
take · the~r cue in inteniational affairs, especially on matters which are remote 
from them, from the United States as a ieading power. If the United States is not 
sufficiently active in advocating a particular point of view, smnl.ler powers tend 
to draw the natural inference that the United St~tes is not interested in having 
the point of view prevail. They know that \\here it is really interested it goes 
all out. The whole question in the UN and the Commission and the Security Council 
will continue to revolve about the attitude of the United States. Certainly the 
United States and the others would not want Ru~sia to t3ke the leading role. 

In Washington there has been a move on foot to bring about a change - a 
reversal on Palestine. Hardly· any action is required. for this. All it needs 
is inaction - allowing things to drift from bad. to \·rorse; drift in the Oommis1ion; 
drift in the Secur1 ty Council; drift in Palestine; and just sit back and sq 
"Oh myJ Oh ~J what a terrible mess, but there is nothing that can be done about 
it." All this talk about the decision's really being only a 1·ec.ommendation was 
designed to ~ave the wq for adoption by the Security Council of some new decision. 
The situation in the Security Council is far from satls!actory. There are a 
number of countries there which did not vote for partition, which abstained. and 
there is Syria and Columbia which canie veey close to voting against partition. 
Unless the United States delegate in the Council takes the lead and sets the 
pattem, things are likely to drift there, too. 

It is true, as I learned wtien I was here a few weeks ago and conferred with 
some of the congressional leaders, that leaders of botll parties and a1gn11'1 cantlY' 
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leaders of the Republican Party have 'been approached w1 th the idea that the time 
has come for taking Palestine out of politics and for evolving a bi-partisan 
policy. Thi a is something which we a.J.w~s favored in all our efforts, end when
ever we introduced a resolution or anything else, we haw tried to introduce it 
as a bi-parti aan measure. l3ut what is now intended is a negative rather than en 
aff'imative bi-parti•an polic1'• Dr. Silver has been here, spent almost all of 
l&st week in Washington, and we believe that as of the moment this maneuver has 
miscarried and that there i a no prospect at least for the time being of this kind 
of plot going through. !ut this i a not enough. We have made no progress on the 
matter of the embargo to which apparently the United States Government lent itself 
as part of the Machievellian consptracy abroad to whiQh I have referred. For the 
moment at least there is no intention to revise the embargo. Nor ia any other 
action being taken, though there is a report whlch for the moment ie unconfirmed 
that our government has add?essed or made representations to one or two of the 
Arab States. • 

'l'here Js a whole string of things which our country ia called upon to do 
which it oan d.o both within the UN and outside of it, When our government has 
a policy to promote in which it is vitally interested, it does not usually wait 
for the UN to give the cue, but acts on its own. It did so in the case of Greece 
and Turkey. We have a milita1"1 mission-~ 700 strong -- in Greece todq to 
bolster up the Greek Gove111ment in its fight against the guerillas, and mone7 and 
arms and equipment- And so when Secret0-17 Marshal-1 or others state that the 
United States has not revised its position and doesn't intend to do so, we wel
come their statements, but when they add that the United States supports the UN 
decision and UN procedures, then we have to stop and ask what that means, It 
would sean to mean in the fi rat place that we take no action on our own of any 
kind excepting such action aa m~ be taking place through UN channels. Well, the 
embargo was not decreed by the UN. It was a unilateral decision and there is no 
reason why it cannot be changed by the United Sta.tee al.one,which made it and can 
now unmake it. Nor does anything prevent our government from addreseing itself 
di rectl.7 to the Arab States, who are largely dependent upon American favors and 
Amen.can support, and giving them a stem warning that such an encirclement and 
invasion of Palestine will not be tolerated, and that we will support all appro
priate measures, nationally end internationally, to prevent the oonsumnation of 
that crime. Nothing prevents our government, either, from addresei ng lteelt 
directly to the :British Government, with whom it has such friendly and intimate 
relations. As far as we know, not a wQrd has been said by our State Depariment 
by way of remonat nmce or protest against the fiagran t viol.at\on of the mt 
decision b7 the J3n tiah Government. 

The United Sta.tea can also lndica.te in advl.ince to the UN Comm! ttee ancl 
Security Council the kind of action which the United States i IJ prepared to support. 
They eay the UN has not yet asked for nnns; there will be nothing wrong in the 
United States intimating publicly or privately that it is prepared to serve as 
the arsenal of democracy for Palestine, for Jewish Palestine, if the UN creates 
the appropriate channels through which to push the arms. Furthennore, the 
Security Council is not only empowered to create en international force (and 
there again the United States has to say its wrd), but 1 t can also invoke other 
powers, sanctions against aggressive states; it can denounce any of the Arab 
States ae an aggressor and can invoke those sanctions. The United States oupt 
to indicate such a course of action to the Securl ty Council. Or has our govem,
mental.re~ forgotten the caae of Ab7es1nia and the League ot NationeT Ab7s1inia 
was attacked. It waa a member of the Leag,.ie. The L~agu.e ref\lsed to act; it 
inflicted auto.-paralysis upon itself. 4byas1nia was devoured by faaciet Ital.T 
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and that was the beginning of the end of the League of Nations. I think there is no hypocrisy on our part if we go forward now and warn our government that the 
Palestine iasue is the test not only of the moral authority but of the very life of the UN. It happens that we feel this most keenly because we are closer to the situation, but we would be unfaithful to our responsibilities as .American citizens if, seeing this danger approaching, we failed to raise our voices or were intimidated by propaganda. from doing so. We see this danger, nnd we shall say forth
rightly to t.'le American people that 1 t is not the Jews of Palestine wio are 
threatened with murder; it is the UN which is being murdered before our eyes by several of its own mem'bers. We call upon our government to take action to prevent that murder, to restore the authority of the UN and the p1•estige and honor and 
faith of our ow count17 upon which ultime.tely our national security rrsts • 

• • • • 




