
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

Western Reserve Historical Society      American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000
wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 
Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated. 

Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949. 

Reel   Box        Folder  
         108   38         450 

American Zionist Emergency Council, communications to 
chairmen of local emergency committees, 1948. 



~ERICAN ZIONIST EMER&ENCY COUNCIL 
l42 MADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members ot American Zionist llhlergeney Oouncil Date 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

May 5, 1948 

The enclosed memorandum with attachments was sent todcy to the 
Chainnen of Local »nergency OO?!U!littees. 

HLS:LD 
Encs. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER6ENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chm nnen of I-oc~ Emergency Conmi t tees Date Mey 5, 1948 

From Harcy L. Shapiro 

Enclosed for your info:rmation is a eony of the gtaternent made by 
Mro Moshe Shertok before Comr:.i ttee I of t11e Genet"al As sembly on 
.Ap :"i 1 27 , 19 48 ~ 

Also enclosed is a nenor.::-.nc1um uhich the Je ··ish War Veterans have 
sent to their postso I send it to yon :. or yoar ir..fol"!":ation with 
the hope that your local comni ttee will coor,e .,"~.te in this J)roject . 

Regards. 

HLS:RB 
Encs. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local nnergency Committees Date May 17, 1948 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The 14th of May will be remembered ci.s one of the great dates of history. On 
that day the State of Israel came into being once again; and the President of 
the United States announced that our great country has extended recognition 
to the ne,-, Jewish State. 

This is indeed a moment of fulfilment. Last night a tremendous outpouring of 
humanity in and around Eadison Square Garclen, :i.,.et·, York City, gave expression 
to the great joy of the J'e\'.rish people on this historic occasion, and also made 
it unmistakably clear that the Jews of America will not let up in their efforts 
until Israel is victorious. 

The keynote of last night's tre-nendous demonstration was struck by Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver, who declared that President Truman's great act of statesmanship 
in recognizing Israel must be trenslated into effective, practical steps by 
our Government -- acts which ,_.;111 aid the Je,11 sh State ir'" its struggle against 
the Arab aggressors. All of the great personalities who spoke in Madison Square 
Garden last night joined Dr. Silver in calling for an immediate end to the un­
fair and discriminatory embargo on arms to the Jewish State and demanded that 
the valiant defenders of Israel receive both the moral and material aid they 
need in their fight for independence. 

This just demand must no,.., be projected by all American Zionists in the most 
effective way possible, All of us, working together, have achieved much. 
But the work is not over -- not until Isrnel hns defeated and ex-pelled the 
invaders. 

For the present, please ensure that the follo,,Jing is done: 

1. Urge that all letters of congratulations and gratitude 
which are being sent to the President for his magnifi­
cent act in recognizing Israel respectfully call upon 
him to modify the anns embargo immediately, so that 
the anny of Israel may be enabled to defend the new 
State properly. 

2. Express your thanks to your Senators, Representatives 
and other public officials \-!ho have aided the struggle. 
Such letters should ~oint out that our countr✓ •s recogni­
tion of Israel must be followed by the modification of 
the arms embargo, Also ask our friends in Congress to 
remain on guo.rd against any new attempts to reverse 
American policy on Palestine. 



-2-

Throughout these paat critical years the Congress of the United States has 
stood by our side. We may have occasion to call upon the Legislnti'te Branch 
of our Government for additional help. It is, therefore, of the utmost 
importance that you remain in close personal contact with your Senators and 
Representatives, acknowledge their efforts in our behalf and subnit sugges­
tions. 

We are confident that Israel will win through to victory. :But we must 
strengthen the hands of the brave citizens of the Jewish State, so that 
great sacrifices of precious lives will not be necessary. We believe that 
the Zionists of America, who have done so much to bring about this glorious 
moment in Jewish history, will remain at their posts until the war is won. 

HLS:RB 
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" AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER&ENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YOltK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date May 17, 1948 

From Harry L,., Shapiro 

The 14th of May will be remembered A.s one of the great dFi.tes of history. On 
that day the State of Israel came into being once agai.n; and the President of 
the United States announced that our great country has extended recognition 
to the new Jewish State~ 

This is indeed a moment of fulfilment. La.st ni.i;ht a tremendous outpuuring of 
humanity in and aro md I:adison So_uare Gare.en, lTAH Yorlc City, gave expression 
to the great joy of the Je\.rish people on this h1.storic occasion, and also made 
it unmistakably clee.r tr at the ie\•rs of America will not let up in their efforts 
until Israel :i.s victorious. 

The keynote of last night's tre~1endou.s demonstration ,1as struck by Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver, who declared. that President Truman's great act of statesmanship 
in recognizing Israel must be trrnslated .nto e::fective, p:-acticnl steps by 
our Government -- acts 1;,hich will aid the Je~ .. ,i sh State ir~ its struggle against 
the Arab a gressors1a All of the greet pe1:l=on,1lities ,-:ho oyoke in 1-Iadison Sc,uare 
Garden last night joined Dro Silver in calling .1,.or an immed.ie.te end to the un­
f~ir and discriminator.{ embarfo on anns to the Jewish State and demanded that 
the valiant defenders of Israel receive both the moral and mate1·ial aid they 
need in their fight for independence. 

This ~ust demand must n~~ be pro~ected by all American Zionists in the most 
effective way possible- All of u , working together, have achieved mu.ch . 
But the work is not over - - not until Isrrel has defe3.ted and eJ~elled the 
invaderso 

For the present , please ensure that the folJ.01:.'ing is done : 

1. Ure that all letters of congratulations anc gratitude 
which are bein6 sent to the President for his magnifi­
cent act in recognizing I sroel respectfully call upon 
him to odify the anns em·bargo .i..mr,ediately, so that 
the army of Isreel may be enc.bled to defend the new 
State properly,. 

2s Ex]_Jress your then1{s to your Senato rs, Repre<--entati ves 
and other :public officials 1:·ho ha e aided the strugele. 
Su~h letters should -point out that our co,mtrJ•s recogni­
tion of Israel must be followed by the modification of 
the anns embargoo Also ask our friends :in C0ngress to 
rernain on guard 8i;ainst any new attempts to reverce 
American policy on PJlentine. 
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Throughout the~e past critical years the Cong· ·esr; of the United St2.tes ho.s 
stood by our side, t:e may have occasion to Cc. ll upon the Le.7;)i sll ti ve :E roi ch 
of our Government for additional helra It is 9 therefore, of the utr.ost 
im1')ortsnce that you remain in close er1:,on[ll contact with yonr SrnPtors end 
Representatives, acknowledge their efforts in o r behalf end. subnl t ct .~·;.es­
tionso 

t·!e are confident that Israel will 'il.rin through to victory-1· But \'/8 mnst 
strengthen the hands of the brave citizens of the Je\•1ish State , so that 
great sacrifices of 11recious lives ,:,ill not be necessary., i1e believe that 
the Zionists of America, who have done no much to bring about this F,lorions 
moment in Je\•;ish histor-.f, will rerna111 at their• posts until the war is won. 



• 
/ AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of American Zionist »nergency Council Date Mey 26, 1948 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The enclosed memorandum with attachment was sent todey to the Chairmen 
of Local Energency Committees. 

HLS:LD 
En.ca. 
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r . AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chaiimen of ~oc al Emergency Committees Da te May 26, 19·18 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Israel I s real enemy in i t s fight for independence and survival is Gr0a t Britain. 
The British Govemmi:- tis openly financinc , supplying vnd directing the Arab 
assault acw.!lst the Jewish State. 

Fortunately, the .Americon peo:ple :tave not been confused by the propagonda smoke­
~creen behind ,-•hich Gre,~t Britain ha s s ou6ht to c nrry out its nlan to destroy 
the State of Isra~l.. The J~meric nn press h.s s rericted magnificently ~c1. has 
treated :Sri tish perfidy with the conte1:i:r t it aeserves . Ho <J ever) the b~ttle 
for public opinion is far from over. Shre,,:d Bri.ti sh ;.>ro:pagandi s t s can be e~::­
pected to flood t his country with lies rnd to re-introduce t h e "Red b ogey 11 --
the a r gument that the Ara·os must be supr,orted in order to st em t he sp read of 
communism in the r,Uddle Easto 

There is 1 therefore, a grea t task before us~ We must not onl;r be r,rep o.red to 
meet evecy ne,-, British propagm1da device, but shoul d an ti ci'pate Bri t o_in ts 

attempts t~ mislead American publi~ opi nion, 

We must do even more. r!ro Bevin has a ve1·y thick skin and is quite deaf to 
plea s for justiceo There is, however, one l anguage which he and his associ ates 
understand well -- that of the American doll a r ,, The economic weapon is the 
one that t his country ::an use most effectively in this instance, and its use 
is clearly called for, in vie,·.r of the fr.ct t 1at Grea t Britain is fino..'1.cing the 
Arab invasion of Isrnel with funds sup:)J.ied by the .American Treasur:ro 

Senator Styles Bridges (R(; ,1-L,H.,) , chainnan of the Senate Appropriati ons C0m­
mi ttee 1 ha'"" already r oised this quest:ton on the floor of the Senate , rind a 
number of outstanding members of both Houses of Con~ress have joined him in 
nemandin~ an investigation of United Sta t es aid to Britain in order to dete~ 
mine ,-1hether such financial aid enables t 1e British Governu1en t to ann the 
Arabs against Isr" elc: Sena tor Bridges h a s called upon Paul Ge Hoffman, ERP 
Administrator, to r e:)ort to his Comnittee on this question . It is no secret 
that the Br:i.tish are greatly concerned over this latest developnent. 

We must no\-1 rnobili ze all our strength behind the demand that the United States 
Government deny Bri t c1 in the funds to supply Arab ag res r ors:- This can be done 
in the following ways: 

lo Organize the ,-JideGt possible su:pJ)ort for the efforts 
initiated by Senator ]rt ages to investigate the effects 
of United Stctes aid to Britain on the \-rar rgainst Israel . 
1•Tri te to your Senators and Reprer,ontati ves end urge them 
to insist that further Ar.~eric1.n financial r: id to Br-:t~ n 
b~ halLod -:mtil the ]1· · t ish Covr 11:r10nt ce ces its monetary 
and military a::rnistane;e to the Arubse 
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Call upon all molders of IJU' li c opinion in your community -­
editors, radio commentators, clergymen, public officials --
t;o b ack you up in this just Llemand. Take step s to ensnre thn.t 
the citizens of your city are fully auc re of the fe.,~t s ., T.1 :i. s 
~a"1 be .ione throueh the publication of adverti ~ome11 t n 1 ~:our 
local ne\·:spr.pers. Attacher'.. to this memo rc.mdum you \·1i 1 1 find 
the text of an advertisement which the American Zionist 
Emeri;ency Council placed in the New York and Washi.ngton press. 
lle urge you to reproduce it in your own ne,-:spapers. 

Continue to have letters of thanks sent to Fre s·:5 dent Truman 
for his recognition of I sro.el, but ul so be snre that nuch 
letters respectful l y call upon him to modify the eii1bargo on 
anns to Israel and to l1ithhold financi al aid from :Britain 
as l ong as that Government continues to s 1.1p11ly, eq_uip and 
lead Arab armies~ 

- ..... --
As you know, the United States Gove1nmen t h as intervened in the case of the 41 
Uni teri Sta tes citizens removed from the American ship, 11Mnrine Carp 11 ,._rhile en 
route to Israel and interned in a concentration camp by the LebaneGc Governmcnto 
At the r,.: ome .. . t the situution is t his: the State Depart nent has disclosed that 
the Lebar.ese Government is wi1ling to release the 41 Americans on condition 
that they return to this country. The United States Minister to Lebo.non is 
questionin~ the interned Americans to detcnnine their reaction to the Lebanese 
proposition. 

A very important issue is at stake heTe• lnvolving the freedom of interno.tional 
communications and. American sovereignty. r.fue United States Goveroruc::mt must not 
permit DIJ.Y foreign power to take discriminatory measures against American citizens 
of Je·1;Jish faith travelling aboard American vessel so Nor can the seizure of the 
citizens of other countries while travelling aboard American ships be countenanced 
by our Governr1ent. 

We urge you to make every effort to ensure that the fnll implications of the 
Lebanese Government's action are clearly understood by t.1e citizens of your 
com:nuni ty. You should be able to obtain general agreement that our Governn emt 
m11st obtain binding guarantees of no further interference with .Americcm vessels 
sailing between the United States nnd Israel. 

If any of the in terned "Marine Carp" passengers come from your city, ,,e urge you 
to write and wire to your Senators and Bepresentati ves and ask them to intervene 
with the State Department, and to insist that their richts as .American citizens 
are safeguarded -- and as American citizens they cert 1\nly are entitled to travel 
from this country to the friendly State of Isro.ol wi thot1.t molestation or inter­
ference. 

HLS:MSR 
Enc. 
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DON'T FIHANCE BRITAIN 1S WAR AOP.INST I~-qAEL ---- ----·- ·--·.;;.;;.;;.;."'--------·--

On April 16, Sir Alexander Cadogan, Great Britain's chief delep,ate to the 
United Nations, made an official statement reaffirming previous undertakings of 
the Brit:5 sh Government to withdraw the Trans,jordan Arab Legion from Palestine 
before Jay 15, the date of the termination of the British Mandate. These officinl 
undertakings of His Majesty's Goverr~1ent have been unabashedly and cynically 
broken. 

The Arab Legion has not only remained in Palestine, but has both before and 
after May 15 engaged in onen aggression egRi~st Je~·ish sett1ements in the area of 
the Republic of Israel, as well as in the area of the Arab portion of partitioned 
Palestine. With British officers at its head, tr.e Tro.nsjordan Arab Legion is at 
this very moment bringwg death, destruction and desecrat1.on to Jerusalem and its 
holy plu(.es, In open defiance of the United Nations General Assemblyscease-fire 
resolut:....c..,n, which was des.: r,ned to safeeuard the Holy City and to ~1hich the Arabs 
had conser .. ted, British-J.ed Are.b Legionnaires are obliterating some of mankind's 
most sac:PJ. shrines in their murderous assault on civilization itself. The urgent 
anpeals ~r Christendom's leeders have frllen on deaf ears. 

The responeibili ty for t .1ese attacks--for the loss of life and property in­
flicted by the British-financed, British-trained, British-supplied and British­
controlled Arab Legion--rests squarely on the Government of Great Britain. The 
use of a puppet's army may save the lives of British soldiers and may be exploited 
as a techrii.cal subterfuge, but it does not diminish Britainfs culpability. 

Having sought to create the impression in American public opinion that the 
Arab Legion is no longer under B-ritish com11 and, and hav1.ng failed in that attempt, 
the Foreign Office in London has now announced that it will not halt its monetary 
subsidt and supply of arms to Abdullah's Legion unless and until the United Nations 
decides that the Arabs are acting illegally. This shocking statement coincided 
with an offici.al inspection of the Arab Legion's positions around Jerusalem by 
Brigadier Glubb, a British officer oificially assigned by the War Office to com­
mand the Transjordan Legion. Furthermore, the Britieh Foreign Office has an­
nounced that Great Britain will continue to supply arms, money and officers to 
the armies of other Arab states as well. 

Great Britain has thus openly admitted its active participation in the war 
against Israel, a state created on the basis of a decision by the overwhelming 
majority of the United Nations General Assembly, and a state first recognized by 
the United States of America. 

These facts should be known by all, and the inesoApabJ.e conclusions therefrom 
acted upon. Great Britain today supports Arab aggression from Transjorcan, Egypt 
and Iraq with money which comes from the American Treasury; with money supplied 
by the taxpayers of America. 

If moral principles, human decency, justice in international relations and 
the expressed will of organized mankind have no effect upon the Government of 
Great Britain, th9 time ha~ come for the United States to deny to Britain the 
funds to au,ply Arab aggressor~. The United States Governnent cannot be expected 
to finance indirectly an orga:1ized onslaught one. frie:1dly state . Nor c-an peace­
loving American citizene--J'ews and non-Jews--be expectad to contribute to the 
British-led Arab var to annihilate Israel. 

AMERIO&~ ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 ~adison Avenue, New York l'/ , N. Y .. 
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y FROVISiu}TAL GOVEi~-PU. 7T OF ISRAEL 

Office of the 
Acting Rau1e cntative 
To t .1e Uni tcd Hr1,tinns 

He· York, 1T. Y. 

Hon., Trygve Lie 
Sec re.;. c. :~y Generil of the TJni t eel Ne.ti o s 
Uni tea. rations 
Lake S11ccess, New York 

June 1, 1948 

On Sat:ardoy, May 29, I tran~mi.ttec to the ProYisionnl Govern?Jent of Isr.:'el the 
te:-.:t of the resolution adopted by the Security Council with reference to a 
cease-fire in Pal9stine for D 1>eriod of four weeks. I now have the honor to 
convey the follo •ring re-ply from :rr. u. Shertok, Foreign Lini ster in the 
Provisionel Government of Israel: 

11 The Provisional Goven1ment of Isroel hes £iven full consideration 
to the resolution of the S ecnri ty Cot cil ado1)ted on :."aJr 29, 1948 
calling upon all governments and authorities to ore.er the ceS3l'..tion 
of all acts of anne<l. force for a pericd of four wee.Ks., 

11 The Provisional Govenment of Israel hns aecided to respond to this 
call and to instruct the High Com1.1and of the Defence Anriy of Israel 
to issue a cease-fire order to Israeli forces on a.11 fronts to be 
obse I 7ed as fron Wednesday, Juno 2, 3: 00 .AM Israeli time ( corres~ 
J)Onding to 7:00 PM Me\11 Yo1·k Dn.ylil!,ht time) if the other side acts 
likewise. The Provisionnl Government of Israel will nlso co:nyly 
,-1i th all the injunctions anrl obli.;ations irriposed by the resolution, 
provided that a similar undertaking is entered in to by the other 
Governments and authorities concerned. 

11 The readiness of the Provisional Goven1ment of Isr1el to cooperr>te 
in the execution of the cease ... fire as laid clo1.m in the Security 
Council's resolution is based on the follo1·rin assumptions l:hich, 
in the op5.nion of the Provisional Goven1nent, are clearly implied 
in the terms of the resolution: 

ulo Th0.t the b n on the import of nrms 5.nto the terri to~J of the 
Arab states enumerated in the resolntion should apply nl.so to the 
deliveries of arns from stocks ot-mcd or controlled by foreign 
powers within those terrl tori es. 

11 2. That during the cease-fire, the armed forces of nei thcr side 
will seek to advance beyond the areas cont rolled by thell at the 
announcement of the cease-fire and that each side will be cnti tlcd 
to maintain the positions in its Llilitary occupation at that tine • 

• 
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Eori. Trygve Lie r.o 2 - Junb l, 1948 

"3o That freedom of 2ccess to Jerusalem ,-,ill be ensured for t:10 
s011_:.-nly of food :md other essentials, as ,-,ell as for nornwl 
ci vi:ian •:mtry and e;·i tt, 

11 4-> That any attempt by the :!)arties concerned to stop or i mJ? ecle 
the normal trsnsport of goods assigned to Israel nnd other st 0tes 
conce1ned will be regarded as an act of anned force. 

r 5. That ,,hile the Prov:i si cnal Govemnent of Israel i~ re['..dy to 
e,,J11pJ.y ,.Jith the i.tJ.junct~.on that personc of militarJ ace n.dr.l:.tted 
during the cease-fir~ period should not be mobilized or snbr.1i tted 
to mi "1 i tary training, its freedom to admit immigrants, regarc1less 
cf age, will not be im!)aired,," 

Al though all ·c.hese consequences seem to flow naturel l y from the text ond 
spir:i t of the cease-fire resolution t·1hich the Provisional Gove rnmemt of 
Israel f!Ccepts ,.Ji thout reservation, it seems important for the avoicloncc 
of misunderstanding that they should be placed on the record at t1is 
st ngee 

In add~tion to this letter, I have been instructed to seek an early 
occasion, at the discretion of the Security Council, for explcining the 
viei.-,s of the Provisionru. Government of Isr, el tn an oral su'bmission. 
May I request that the contents of this letter. be ade aveilable to 
members of the Security Council. 

I have the honor to be , 

Sir, 

Your obedient servr-nt, 

Aubrey s. Eban 
Actin~ Ropr'sentative 
Provisional Governr.!ont of I nro..cl 



r.'OR IMMED':.ATE RELE!iSE 

16 East 66th Street 
New York 21, N.Y. 

June 1, 1948 

A military spokesman or the Israeli delegation today issued the following 
summaryi 

CrJmmuniques issued in Cairo and Amman continue to give a distorted 

impression of the military position in Palestine. 

·rha facts after two weeke ol' attempted invas1.on by five Arab armies are 

The t erritory of the State of Israel is entlrely free of invaders, and 

Israeli. forces in operations of active defense have seized military control of 

more than 400 square miles of territory outside the State of Israel. Israeli 

forces are in control of the ~hole of Galilee. Syrian and Lebanese invaders 

have been evicted entirely from Palestinian soil, and Israeli forces have been 

operating tactically on Syrian and Lebanese soil. 

The coastal plain from the Lebanese border down to Isdud (the Arab border 

city under the partition plan) is under full Israeli control. All the seaports 

of Palestine (with the exception of Arab Gaza) - Acre, Haifa, Tel Aviv and Jaffa 

are in Jewish hands. Israeli forces have advanced within the last few days into 

the Arab triangle in the direction of Jenin, capturing Lajjun and Zirin. 

In the south EgYPtian attacks on J e,...rish villages have all been successfully 

repelled. Advanced bases or the Egyptian forces in Majdal have been successfully 

attacked. Egyptian forces are operating exclusively on Arab territory. 

All territory assigned to Israel in the Jordan Valley has been cleared 

or the invader, and Beisan is the seat of a Jevish military command. 

The heights overlooking the Tel Aviv-Jerusalem road, which is outside 
Israel's territory, are all in Israeli hands 9 with the exception of the Latrun 
monastery around which the battle is now raging. 

-. Dispatches placing Arab forces a few miles from Tel Aviv are entirely 
misleading since the boundaries of Israel are at many points only a few miles 
east or Tel Aviv. 
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16 East E nth Stree 
New York 21, N.Y. 

June 1, 1948 

A opokeemnr~ for the ls:cnelt Gov2rn;._a ent today iesued the fol.J.owi.ng 
st temPnt 

The• ~o-~alJ el Christian Union in Jerus c=,lem, whi.ch has i..1 sued a man:ifesto 

regardlng dame.re to r e: .igi0u J bui ldings in the Holy City, is not a neutral body. 

It is a 6 :. oup of A ab cle .1. gyii1er or clsr gvmen \i :i th predomi r.a, tlt Arab congrega­

tions, wh.:..c hac;; t,umpletely identified itself 1,d th the political aj_ms of the 

Arab Higher 0Qmrrd.ttee. N')ne of the Prot stant churches is associated with 

this g.: (11.lp, nor :-...8 the Roman. Catholic Church as such. 

Over two months ago , on March 24, the Syrian delegute in the Security 

Council read out a political stateme t by this group whict gave complete support 

to the Arab case. I t demanded the revocation of the Genera] Ansembly's partition 

::esolut ion and declared the ~olidarity of t hie group \11th t .. .leir "Moslem brethren." 

Since then thi, body has continued to be active in the field of Arab 

political propaganda. 

Many of the benevolent institutions to which the manifesto refers served 

a~ British army quarter~ prior to the termination of the Mandate and were occtip~d 

by the Jewish forces u.pon their evacuation to prevent the Arab military forces 

from taking them.. Others \I/ere orif,inally occu:~i.ed by Arab for~~es, used as mili.­

tP ... ~" baees and taken by the Jew:! as a matter of absolute m11ltary necessity. 

The new manifeoto is a distortion intended to d1vert attention from the 

primary fact that it was e. foreign Arab army - the Brit.:lah-Jed and arme · Trans­

jordan Arab Legion, which bomued and shelled Jerusalem - not the Jewish defenders 

of that city. The fact is that Jewish religjous inst1.tutions suffered the major 

brunt of the damage and all the syne.gogues in the Old City were destroyed. 

Jewish synagogues are also Holy Places. 

It is regrettable that such attempts to st~r up hostility against the 
Jewish cause should be made by a partisan poJittcal group sheltering behind the 
cloak of religious sentiment. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 M_-'DISON "VENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

M E M .0 R A N D U M 

To Members of .American Zionist Emergency Council Date 

From Harry L. Sha:piro 

June 1, 1948 

The enclosed memorandum with attachments was sent today to the 
Chairmen of Local Fmer6ency Committees. 

HLS!LD 
Encs. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL .. . 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Jnnergency Committees DateJune 1, 1948 

From Harry L~ Shapiro 

1.roday the Provisional Government of Isrei.el issued three 
importrait documents: 

le The text of Foreign M-inister Shertok's 
reply to the Security Oounci1 1 s resolution 
with reference to a cea.se-fire. 

2. A summary of the military position in 
Palestine by a military spokesman of the 
Israeli Government, 

3. A statement on the manifesto issued by the 
so-called Christian Union in Jerusalem. 

We are sending you copies of ther,e three statements ~d 1.µ"ge 
'you to use them in keeping your community informed about the 
most recent political and military developments reg~rding 
Palestine. 

Regards. 

HLS:MSR 
Enc. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 
Chairmen of Local &ergency Committees 

Date 

Harry L. Shapiro 

June a. 1948 

~·Te are again calling your attention to the anti-Zionist propaganda campaign 
,-,hich continues unabated in a number of national magazines. While the daily 
press has given overwhelming support to our ca.use during the past eri ti cal 
months, many important magazines have closed their columns to Zionist articles 
while opening them wide to pro-Arab writers. Life, Look, Reader1s Dige§t, 
Collier1 s, Saturdf1.Y Evening Pos,!_ -- all have published viciously anti-Zionist 
pieces~ Our efforts to bring about the publication of refutations have not 
yet succeeded with the notable 6Xception of .Q,Q.llier1s which printed an excel­
lent article by Dr. Jorge Garcia Grana.dos in 1 ts May 22nd iss,1e. The public&­
tion of the Granados article was unquestionably the result of the many letters 
of protest ,hich were sent after the Lessing Rosenwald piece appeared.. 

~he June 12th issue of the SaturdQY Evening Post contains another article by 
the A,rabs 1 chief propagang.tst, Kettnit Roosevelt, which must not go unchallenged. 
A campaign. of protest from all over the country must be directed at the edito1~ 
of that magazine. 

Here is the plan of action which I suggest to you: 

l. Please remember not to ~rite anything to the SaturdaY Evening 
Post .until after the June 12t,h iss~e is on the stands or in the 
hands of subscribers. 

2. After the .issue appears, the largest possible number of letters 
by Jews and non-Jews should go forward to the magazine - atl.iressed 
either to Mr. :Ben Hibbs, Editor, or to the publi!hera, or s1mpl,-
to The Editor -- expressing indignation at the publication of 
Kennit Boosevelt1 s article, the second in a row presenting a dis­
torted picture of the Palestine problem. 

3. These letters from r ·eaders a..~d aubscribers do not necesaa1--il7 
have to go into a detailed analysis of Mr. Roo~•Telt 1s article. 
However, for the benefit of those of your friends who may \'ti.sh to 
write at greater length, we are enclosing a refutation of seve_ral 
points in Roosevelt's article. Please make certain that letter­
writers U:se their own words. 

4. Should some of the letters cancel subscriptions or announce 
that in the future the signatory will stop buying the Saturdg.y 
Evening Post, thi a may prove very effective w1 th the publishers 
of the magazine. 

I shall appreciate a report of the aoti on taken by you in this matter. Regards. 



11 THE PUZZLE OF JERUSALnt '_S MUFTI" 

]y Kennit Roosevel~ 
(Saturda.v Evening Post. June 12, 1948) 

A FEW POINTS OF CRITIC I Sr.t 

1. The overall purpose of ~ennit Roosevelt's article is undoubtedly to 
whitewash the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem and to present a glorified picture of this 
notorious ,..,ur criminal l~nd active partner of Hitler. Granted that 1.rr. Roosevelt 
does it with a grent deal of subtlety and here and there introd1ces negative 
vie,-,s on the ex-Mufti, laurlatory remarks are so preponderant in the article 
that there can be no doubt us to it s real objective. 

2. Roosevelt's article OJ?ens with a st a tement that the ex-Uufti "is one 
of the most revered men living. 11 This actually sets the tone for the entire 
piece. Any objective reader would consider this a blatant falsehootl. Even 
among the Arabs there are more people ,1ho fear .Amin el Husseini than ,,Jho revere 
him. World opinion on the ex-Hufti is exactly what he deserves in the light of 
his unsavory biography. 

3. Mr. Roosevelt prorninen tly displays the ex-Mufti I s statemcn ts to him 
that he is not anti-Jewish but only anti-Zionist, and that he never collaborated 
with Hitler and Himmler in the planned extermination of European Jewry. This 
again is a falsehood. There are documents which prove beyond ru1y doubt Amin el 
Husseini' s complicity in the massacre of European Jewry by the Nazis . Some of 
these documents are available to everybody, including the editors of the Saturday 
Evening Post. We refer to 11 The Arab War Effort, 11 a documented account published 
by the .American Christian Palestine Comnittee. Others are in the form of affi­
davits presented at the Nuerenburg trials sho,,,ing that the ex-Uufti promoted the 
extermination of :Elu.ropean Jewry. There arc letters written by the e:~-Mufti to 
various Nazi officials and puppet governments in Europe, ,-.hich have been published, 
proving that on several occasions he supported and urged the massacre of Jews. 

4. Mr. Roosevelt tries to present El Husseini as an Arab patriot. who was 
driven to become anti-Zionist end an.ti-Eritlsh, but he carefully avoids any 
mention of the ex-Mufti's active anti-.Americanism. In this connection, the 
following excerpts from a radio add.ress by Amin el Husseini directed to Arabs 
in America, delivered on March 19 • 1943 in Rome, may be illuminatin{;. This is 
what Amin el Husseini said on that occasion: 

"• .• The Arabs and Loslems will not be deceived by Brit~n 
once again because not only have they known its true in­
tentions but they havo also known those of Britain's clliea 
-- America -- and I ,-1ant to draw the attention of the Arab 
emigrants in .America to this fact, reminding them of their 
glorious past when they supported the National movement_, I 
would also like to remind them that their efforts will be 
wasted, if, God forbid, .America and her Allies may be vi> 
torious in this War because at such a time the Arabs ,1ill 
never rise again. I therefore know that trose Arab emi­
grants in America will refrain. from helping Roosevelt or 
taking part in a war which he brought on to his country •••• " 
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5. 1-Iaking himself the mouthpiece of the .Amin el Hussei.ni, ! r. Roosev~l t 
repeats that war criminal I s statement that II tf Palestine t'1ere to be given 
independence immediately, n.s u united countrJ with an Arab nwjority . the Je\'ish 
minority there would receive the same rights and privileges thut minorities 
receive in all civilized countrieso 11 

To call the Arab lands II civilized conn t rieR II and to accept any :1sc tronces 
from the ex-Mufti at t'1ei r face V"alne -- as !!r. Ro::,sevel t does -- reveals the 
author• s pull)ose in uri ting articles of this kind. It is of course undisguised 
Arab propa,o-anda. 

The .:.me purpose can be clearly seen in the concludin :, section of Roosevelt 's 
article, wh<?re he speaks of the ctrc-ngth of the Arnb O];>posi tion to the Jewish 
State and tries to 'build up the 1'u.fti as the one great leader. 

60 It is untrue that Amin el Hus:::eini plri;ted an:r pi.rt at all in the Arab 
revolt under Colonel Lm·rronce,. 

'7- It is untrlle that Amin el Husseini t·rn s elected "Grand I-!ufti 11 of Jerusalen. 
There is no i:- uch post as Q:..§la. Un.fti of Jerusalem; and he was appointed , not 
elected, to the po st of :ufti of J erusnlem. 

8. Ur. Roosevelt \•rrites: 11 His ~entle voice ca'l'l give orders to 1:ill. 11 

That voice has indc,ed {;iv ~n orders to killa There is a list of many clozens of 
Arab politicians and. leaders in Pc:~lestine \·ho were tilled by the 1·ufti I s hench­
men because they dared to oppose hin dictoter.. 

9. Another statement by Mr .. Roosevelt c not stand up in the light of 
the fc.cts. He writes that the t.Iufti 11 hD'1 become the lender of vll Arabs in that 
cause. 11 It is gener, lly knot·m t ... Lat Amin el Husseini' s leao.el'ship is unacceptable 
not only to large nwnbers of Palestinian Ar.:ibs, but aJ.so to some of the Arab 
rulers outside of Palestine. Thu.s, King A'hdu.llah of Trmsjor0an ancl the :~ufti 
are mortal enemiesQ Nor does Iraq sup11ort the Hufti r s leadersllilJ • 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER6ENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Ch~innen of Local Emergency Committees Date June 9, 1948 

Harry L • Shapiro 

The British Infonnation Services recently distributed 
to all leading AZJer: can neuspuper editors, r adio com­
mentato:ts and colmnrdsts a memornndum :pu:rportinE; to 
give "the answers to questi ons concerning Britain's 
position in the present fi ~)l ting in the Holy Land. 11 

lv0edless to say, this relea se :presented a distorted 
picture of Britain I c role in the war to destroy I s rLel. 

We have prepared the atto.ched refutati on of the British 
memorandum, ru1d have given it the wide st possible dis­
tributi0n among editors, commentators, etc. Ho11ever, 
we have no ,-,ay of knowing whether all of those who 
received the :Sri ti sh release are covered by our mail­
ing lists. We urge you. the ref ore, to b ri.ng the 
attached memorandum to the attention of your local 
press. Additional copi es :for edi t o1· s , etc. are avail­
able upon request. 

Regards . 

HLS:BB 
Enc. 
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AMEitIC.AN ZI011I ST EMirofflOY COUNCIL 
342 Madi son Avenue 
New York 1 7, N • Y. 

BJJTAIN'S AID ~co Ar_\.B STAT~S: THE FACTS --··--·- ·-----·--

Under the title 11Eri tain' s Aid to Arab Stutes: The Facts," the Erl tish 

Tnfonno.tion Serticos, an offic . al agancy of t~e Britic..11 Covcrnment located at 

30 i.~ockefeller Plaza, New Yo:rk Cit~-. has is11u.e1: a 1e::'..ea se puIJ)orting to give 

11 the answers to questi_ ,JnS conce1-ni1 g Britain's positlon in the present fighting 

in the Ho 1.y 'Lana. 11 

It is only fair that some of the more sll1".'ini mi.sstatements 1 e'!asions, a."'ld 

significant omissiofiS con:0ir.ed in thut rele~se be brought to your attention. 

1. On p.qge 2, the rJle 'lce ad 1:i t'1 that nsome 37 Bri t:.sh officers a.re at present 

serving with the Trn.n .:. .~o.rcan Lo,:i.Jn II The trut.h of the matter is that :British 

military personnel sEn"\1 in6 w: t'1 th, L~-fi. ,;n nurn uered, as of M~r 14th lu:::;t, about 

?25o Cf this num·be1 3"r are of:fiC:)l'S r.L.e the rest co!ls:! st s of NCO•~. 1-IoGt of 

these officers and CO( s are members of the regular British forces secJnded to 

the Legion, 

2, On the same page, the relense, while asserting that 13 British officers 

serving ,.,,ith the Legion are "private indlvidu.als, 11 adcls that they 11hn.ve been 

engaged directly by the TrancjorcLm Gove=nment, but not with the approval of the 

l3ri tish Government, just as a number of Britons have been engaged by the Hagar,.ah 

forces of the Jews." This : s a grossly misleading stat0men t. The 11Hagonah 

forces 11 are neither f1L'l!1 ced bv th.o British Traasury nor equipped by the British 

army, but the Tr&nsjo.,.dan L --bion i_ s so financed and equipped. In the circum­

stances, the ano.logy between the He.ganah and the Legion wi 11 hardly hold• As 

for individual Britons joining the Trnnsjordan Legion allegedly without the 

approval of the Briti3h Government, we attach here rith a copy of a British army 

circular, 1 ssued on Fcbru.ary 26 • 1948 by the Headquarters of the First l3ri ti sh 

Division in Sara.fend, Palestine. This circular shows that the British anny is 



s8rving as a r scruiting agency for British military 1>erscmnel ltho ·1:riGh to volun-­

teer for the Tr~ns,;orctan Ar.:.i.b Legion -- a procHd,1.rc , .,·hid1 .c;oe$ fGr bo:ronu. nere 

It is s:u.d that (}e11e1•aJ. GJ. nbb and other Eritish milita:ry :per~onnel serving 

with the Legion go th:rough the fo.nna.li ty of resignation from the British Anny or 

from B1·i ti "h Gov-emmeut serv5.ce(, Whether t 1.is is so or not. is irrelevont. The 

t1·ansparent device of a formal resign r...,t i. Jn "oy collusion of t l1e parties concerned, 

so ~:..s to enable mili tn.ry :p e :;:-sonnel to take p u.rt in ag[~ressi •ve cam1Jai6n s, is a 

3o On the same p8.ge;1 the :British releas e n,ake~ the f olJowing thrEh., assertions: 

n ( a) There a ~c e :10 }3 r'i. ti sb officers in J erusa:.em; 

rt(b) BritiEh of'J~icers have n ,:; t bee:..-1 involv·ed in fi ghting at all 
except for two pe1·so1:i.s 1:1ho were inYol vcd in the nev, part 
of the City of Je1·1.:s saJ.em bnt hav e since been wi LhclrA'tm.., 

11 ( c) No British officers have been or nre ern1-,lo7 ed. in di rect:i.ng 
the artillery ,dlich ~ s bornhardin:<s Je1·vs ct.l01i1~ 11 

How stat ements (a) and ( c) can be reco.ociled with (b) 1 must be left to the 

ingenuj_ ty of the authors of the rele:1i:;e. Eo\-1 these statemen.ts can be reconciled 

with well•-authenticated repo1·ts of American cor:::·e s110'1dents regarding the :parti­

cipation of Brigt.dier General Glubb and other J3ri tish officers in the Jerusalem 

operations of the Ara·o Legion is also o.ifficult to see~ 

4. On pnge 3 of the British release, it s authors st ate th~t since t he :British 

subsidy to Trnnsjordan is paid in pounds, not in dolla.rst and since the ERP is 

supervised by an .American Adm5.nistrator, Americ a 1 s economic aid to :Sri t ain is not 

helping the :B:citi sh to ann the A::abs 0 The British Infon11a.tion Servi cos should 

really crea.it American newsp aper editors, to whom their releases are cent, with 

sufficient kno\,;ledge of element o:ry economict3 to see through so fliri1cy an argument. 

American editors know th at while pounu.s a.:-.:e Lo t aluays cun.ve1 -tible into dollars, 

dollo.rs are--ensily convertible into pounds:. Nor has tve f act esc r1ped their notice 

that if ne\-1 funds a·:e placed. at the dispor;al of a go·:reromej·1t for whatever purpose, 

this frees other f1u1ds of the sDine eoreu1me11t f or diff(rent purposesc. 
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In this connectLn1 i. t is worth noting that the 'British spent ono h1m<.l::.·c-d 

million pounds ($400 ,onc ,oco) or a'hout 12 pel' cent of the la~t Ancr-_i.L,r l lorai 

to fight Jeuish immigrl:-tion into Polestine during 19·16-194'/ by milita1y ond 

other means. These f·.gureC' \·rere released on 1-I~y ;;_,9 by Dr1,vic_ Iforo ·1i tz, under­

secretary of the Treasury of Israel. TogethGr VJi th a1,ns SU:JJJ'lies to the A1·ab 

StatEic the fi f,ure may be :iro1.Lght 11p to a"bout 20 per cout of the .American lor.no 

5. In discussing the cu·br:lC:y to 'l'rans,10 d...i .. '11 , the 1·e: ease n1·tfnl l y avoids any 

mention of the fnct tliat the Govenrn1 e:'lt cf 'l1·un3tio:i.-<3nn receives from the 'Britirh 

Governmt'n t not one but two subsidies: o.:.. e is 1,nJc1 ia I'es?ect of the general 

government of Tranc,jorcian; the other -- a nd. ;1 J arger s1m1 -- is paiu. to provide 

for practically all t.1.1e eYpend~tures of the Trnrisjord:u1 Legion It uill be 

readily seen that, \·:holly apart, frvm the partici ation of :Brit:lsh personnel in 

the Lecion, the British Govern,_n1jr•t cmnot be acquitted of ultir.1atc responsi1)ility 

for the operutions of a milJ.ta.cy unit ,h5.ch is melntained almost entirely ut of 

tJ.1at Government I s t re r1,s ·rs " 

6. An.other si~ificnrJ.t omission in the release concerns tl:e fac~ th&.t the en ~ire 

military equipment of the Tr[lns,iord.a...'1 Leeion is provlded by trie British A'Th1y and 

Air Force" As late as the middle of Bay 19 "--8 ~ uhen t'-) e Kin'., of Trcln~jordan 

publicly proclaimed hi.s :i.ntention to use the Lef,ion for an attrck on Isro.el, 

ne\'1 stocks of wea:pons and ar.1muni tion \·1ere r ·rnhod fron Eri tish ann;y stocJ:s to 

Trrnsjordan. A copy of tl·e ·r-res~a.•;e of B1·it ·lsh mi .. it a1·y heauq_•.iarcers in the liiddle 

East to the Transjo1·dnn Arab Lefiion relatin 0 to this ,..hi:i:ment is attached here­

wi.th., 

7 • Since the release seeks to convey the i mpre scion that tho mili t.:1rJ 0iJerati on s 

of the Arab Legion outside of Transjor,frm. are. the sole concern of the Gove.Lnmcnt 

of TrDnsjordan, and cun in no \'ray be imJ}Uted to the British Gove1nnent, Article 1 

of the Treaty bet·,een Great Britain and Trans,~ordan, of Marohl5, 1948, is quoted 

hereHi th: 

11 
• o • Each of the .dit':h Contracting Parties undertf\''=es not to r.dopt . 

in regard to for ign countries nn fttitude, \•·hich is inconsistruit ,-,ith 
the Alliance or mieht create difficulties for the other party thereto." 
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8. :Jn page 4, t h.e 1·eJ 83.l=-'8 t1·ies to ci..--e ,te a better .:.mpres ~ion of B:.i L .. .i1 ... ;~ ::.0 J. O 

o:: lhi tain rs recon:: in the rdc1 d.lc E, 

to t e rel ~r~e 11 Eri tal.1 has during the lac:-t thirty years contributed n1uch + o ~he 

st c...bil: ty 0f the Mi <ldl e East II and has assisted ArD"J St cites 11not 0. 1 y \·Ji th the 

mean. of self-defense, but also with loans for roads, :public heolth 1 irrig[l"'"ion 

and so on , 11 E\T'~n i td·ue, this obseivE!tion \·rould have b')en irrelev .::-nt. Good 

c..eeds in tl1e past do not just.iry J.es1 ic.able con ·1uct • 1J. t ... 1e prcn c>nto Ho11evcr, 

this self ... :a1tdatory mmma .ty of l3rl~ :i _i 1 s re.,ord in t.1e I!ic.dle :!:ust bears very 

slight resemblance to the tru.tr.. . S:be notoT:i 1)·.1s rJart played by British agents 

:;,.n re:pPat.adl; inciting revolts L: S;y ri a, Jer,cl D:r11;.;e and Paleatine con hardly 

be charocteri : ed as a contributton to s·~r-1.bility.. As for British loans to Ara.b 

Stat es 11 fo 1 ruads, public heL-1 th, i rr·:lg .. __ tj on and so o . , 11 the O so on II po.rt of 

it nay be correct., We o.r~ :10t ~1ar6 of rr:.·_y .J.)ritish Government loans to Arab 

States for rol..ds, :public heal th ood. i r.1.·ige.ti ,)n., 

9. Comment is su"'Jerfluons on the ~a.:)e<vge on j.)Dge 5 of the release, in uhich 

the British !nfonnation Servicen seek to create an utterly false imprescion of 

the attitude of the Arab States during World War II.. The pro- Gcnncn revolt of 

tre Iraqi Government, the anti- AlJy activities of the ex-Mufti of Jeru~clem, and 

the conSJ.)i racy of the Egypticm G?v-ernment wi t.J. the German and Itelian forces are 

still fresh in our minds. It is almost inc;)nccivable that, in the f::ce of 

general knowledge of the facts, the authors of the releu"'e have t!1ou~t it possi­

ble to give out a version so blatantly at variance with the truthQ 

10. Mor is it necessary to d,·rn11 on the pnracraphs on pages 5 and 6 of the 

release, which stress Brita.in 1 s "impartiality" aa bet\';een A1·abs and Je·.,s in 

Palestineo We refer editors to their own newspaper files, beginning ui th the 

year 1939 . The :Sri tish Government's anti-Je Jioh record on Palestine is so 

thorouchly documented as to render ludicrous eny :British claim to "1.mpartia.1.ity. 11 

11. The British Infonnati0n Services assert that their govcrn.mer..t is 11 tT.'. :ng ~o 



- 5 -

get .recce in !1alestine, 11 "'.)ut they proceed to Jpj o .;; e United Nation au1a on un ller 
• 

ChaptC"r 7 oft}, -, Clarter ••- action favored ·by both the UniteLl S~o~ s c.rd tLc 

Soviet Union i1ich would have dealt with the realities of the ~itu~tion~ : ... :~: ... el 

a,;g~ression by the Arab States.. The release argues Dg, inst a 11 hac::t ,.II de.c i cion 

alor.i.u th.e .: e lines-. 

The reason for this Bnti~h desire to avoid 11haste11 ::md to block Se-ct:I· .. y 

Council ac ~i 011 uncier Chb.pt er 'I is anparen t from the fol] O'l'ri,1g dispatch to the 

Lundon 'I'i.m..0Jl from it~ Jer~ealern cor:res:-::on<l~nt, datetl May 26: 11 The bomb~rdment 

of the Convent of Notre DA111e dlld neir,h~ooring l; tildlngs continues. A :Brl tish 

major o ... t! e .A.rab Legion coJ:l..;nands this o:perat:: on and other Brl tish officers 

are ,:i tn hl1, .. •1 

ThP ar6u ;1en t::, a{; n.inst the Vli!O~ .. ous UN action ~llYocated b;r the United St tes 

and the Soviet Union, whj ch a.re contrdned rm the la,.;t 11age of the relco.se, were 

also presented in the Security Council 'by Sir Alexru1der Oad.oean wh:le he Has 

introd.ucint; his government~ s truce "or.n ,1a. r:1he ,...011une.n ts made on Sir Alexander's 

statement by •Ir. Aubrey s. Etan, Rep:cesent r.tive of the Prov:.sional C-over.ument of 

Israel, "rill be of interest to those who have read the British Information 

Servicas document. 

Mr. ltiban said: "In the course of this cbn.te, the repre~entati ves of the 

Arab .States and of the United Ki:J.gc.011 ha.ve echoed in almost identi.Gi.l tones the 

excuses upon which the Arab States based thci r rejection o the cease,-afi re 

a:pp~'ll~ This rejection, anc. all the conseq_1.um.ces which flow from it, ucre con­

doned by the thi ted Kingdom Re:presentati ve on the g:.·onnd s that the Sec1-: ri -ty 

Council had 1aband.onetl the politlcal terms which the Arabs considered just ar1d 

reasonable. 1 In this most illuminating phrase there is revealed the ,-,hole 

background of principle and. a"Cp&diency ag['inst which the (l3ri tish; draft resoJ.1.r 

tion C<ID be aocurately a:py,rai sed. :b,o r an uncondl t.:. onal cense-fi re end a c o.se-

• fire. .con.di tic !-Gd by the sa.tisf:iction of political tenns are not different aspects 

of' the 'Sane prin.cil)le. niey- stand in the most complete anti thesis. hi uncon-
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di ~J. or. al ceaf1 e-f ire as se, ts the pr1n ci1 10 of 1)eA. "e. It upholds the ft-.ri d:"'men tnJ. 

doctrir1 0f thv Uh-rt e~c tha~ all mer:bers cf the .Ll~. t ed ... ~ .ti 1) s s·"-, J.J.c!. '? n 3-:,ain 

:from thl usa er threat uf force in their internat1.un"11 relati'1nS<,~ That do <"'trine 

is an abs1lute, an irlsal whi.~h ca't'L.tC1t be co.111 r ,)mi!:: •~ c. or n._Uch'·t.~ -tell. or cond1 t· L:c • 

Or the Ojh~r hand, th .... -pro1,osal for a concli tioned oea•3e-:~i~e is on abasa1aet1t of 

that hi.e::h ide.:i.1 :Jf '.ihe Charter , fo-r- it ti)h , lmJ the ctoet r i.re r-f e:,ea.·ent vi01-=J~<'P; 

the ef..:ic1.,~ .. of i;hre, ts; the scvore5 g_,L1 \y o:' lu.lilate::i.:al f n:i. ce" r.·he:re:fore, the 

dj ·f f e ren.ce be+,ween the 1 ec:;cl ,lt~ 011 c i] 1.111 g f:, ::: an Tu· .. condi tj onal cease--f1 re, and 

the (Br· ti. sh) draft resol ·u.ti Jn now befo r e us~ is nothing less th::.n the differenc ~ 

bet·wee 1. t 1e Cha rte c!Ild i tn t::.c ... t vi.oJ.:l.~irr;. ~ Foi tl1e Char·te1 d0E::;s not raq_ui :re 

m mbe1· ste.tos to abstain from the tl rco.t or use of force only if the :poli tic['l 

term ,.1 which I they con sider just and reano11rble are taken into acco u1t"? In 

aclcriowlec1gl.ng that the Are,bs have no abt,olute duty to abstnin from anned force 

against the State of Israel aud Jer,.s.:·,lem unles t ey reup some of the fruits 

of victo-cy -- a victory i,..h~.ch e.xi:ts 011}.y in trLej r l'!olorfill imaginine -- this 

draf't _·esolution trmisports us into a world far remote fr0m the principles ruid 

:purposes of this organizati.ono The Arabs a re no l0Ll~er culled upon to adap ~ 

themselves to the will of the Se~uri ty C u-,r~ile1 The Security Council is called 

u:pon to adapt itself to the will of the Ar, ~. States a • • 
"For the most part, Sir Alexa;: dor Cadog,3L-i 1 s historical record is nothing 

but an un~ri tical repetition of the views r>rev-iously submitted by Arab repre-­

sentati ves. You can search its pages in vain for the faintest sign of neutrality 

in any single poin to Thus the Secu.ri ty Co\mci 1. was nga.:.n ace l.ainted with the 

tenns of a truce for Jerusalem ne~oti&ted exclusively bet~-,een the H5.gh. Com­

missioner for Palestine and the A~ab Le~e;ue, and nevar communicated to nny 

Jewish authority. The alle0 ation that a truce agl"8 (3m ent had been concl1 '.ied in 

Jerusalem, and was broken by the Stern 0-.·onp 'va~ arb1 tre.rily pr-3sented Ni thuut 

a single shred of evidence. _ This t:n1ce agreen,en.t e..1d its alleged viola~ion uY 

the Jews are so mysterious and occult in their origi11s, that no reference to any 
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such agreement can be found in the communicati (ms of the Truce Commission 'l::hich 

wa,s resident and active in Jerusalem throu@-1out that whole poriodo '='his al lt;)gatio'1 

is totally unsupported by any source which conld be descr:t bed a"' even remotol~'" 

neutral. And its rehearsal befor8 the Council at this sta.te Cf'\11 onl~" serve to 

obscure the vital and e:1sentiru. fPature of the Jerusalem situation, ,-1hich is th;:'-t 

in respons e to a questi0n by the Security Council, the Provisional Government of 

Israel has agrned to negotiate an immediate and. wicon<li ti onal tn1ce £llld that this 

of.fer, like the Jewis41 offers for a cea.se-fire I has gone "oy for severaJ. days with-

t II ou . any res1)onse. 

lJ All the :11sstB.t~Emts,. evasi ons and omisrd.0!1s of the authors of the :Briti sh 

Informo..t i on Sr,rvi~es st :1-.te;.en t cannot d:1 ~'!I.use the n~ rn-rle fact ~ho.t who.t is now 

:Bri ti sb satellite anny defving the United lJati~s," 



coin:Dt:1T1.AL 
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1st Infant 1jr i. vi' lon 
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26 Feb 48 --- ---- ·•-•..-- . 

Herewith co·py of HQ 1 Inf Div Signal 231730 B Ref No: AG116 
for your act~on as necessary 

From:-H~ l Inf Div. 
I • 

Capt & Ari/ut, 
for Lie~t ColJnel, 

Comd R"E. ~~JE . 1st Inf Div, 

- -- - -• - - - - - -· ... -
COPY ---

231730 .B 

CONFD(.) AG 116 (.) ONE ~HE FOLLO\i!HG VACA!.-;CIES WILL EXIST FORVOLUN~EERS 

IN ID.ME FOR SERV]:CE WITH ATuIB LEGIOlT 1HJ£N REORG IS A.PPROVW (o) 0]1FRS MAJOR ONE 

CAPT/SUB (1 CBPT GP) OHE C.AJ?T/SUD out C..t~T/SiJB (AI.A.) ONE((,) OR IHSTRUCTOPiS 

TO AR.iu3 PERSONirEL ( •) AF.M.A!vJID.iX Am'S ( VEHS) • · qJ/ENT ARTS ( FIELD) A1l!.Al ~-JT ARTS 

(INSTRUCTORS LEG.AL) AI'M.AMENTS ARTb (WIBELEBS) ABU.AT!.ENT ARTS (ELECTRICAL) ( .) 

FOLL01iI.fG· REQ,UIRED TO BE SGTS OR RECCI.fi,Im.iJEID ]OR PRCMOTICN (.) ARI'-!OUPJIBS 

MACHINISTS UET.AL VER MECHS ]!LE0'rfilCAL (V & P I INSTRlliiENT MECHS (FIELD) UST:{U-1EN 1r 

MEO HS (TO) TU MECH S (FIELD) ( • ) ALL ABOVE ~ 0 HA V • .•HNnmu 12 MONTHS TO SERVE 

( ~) Tt·to ( o) A PLICATiuNS ''TILL NOT BE fiTllPELl> AMD i'lILL BE FORWA.BDED TO 'IHIS 

HQ ( .) THREE (.) SELECTED PERSom.TEL WILL BE l'OSTED lJOF.MALLY OH THEIR G:illU]P.AL 

SERVICE LIABILITIES (.) TEFl, ~ID COMD!'l'I('l}lS OF SERVICE NOT 'YET PASSED ( .) IT 

!S POSSIBLE FAMILIES '.PEBHITTED TO FOLLOW IN DTJE COURSE 
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llu.r·thor vessel n progra.LJ:.1 ed to c o1 mence loading SUEZ 10th 

May ETA A.Q,A:BA a.pp!".)~'- ~.5th M2y. . nmu."1i tion ~55 Tor~s :!JW 167 
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Escort NCO 1 ORs 3 of ARAl3 1EGION to acconpany stores on 

vess els paras two and three above~ 

Request signal earliest when essel have completed di~ch~r ge 

give details out turno 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
3-42 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

Tq Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date June 15, 1948 

From Ha:r.ry Le Shapiro 

Following are two press statements issued. this afternoon by the Isra.eli 
Delegation to the United Nations: 

A spokesman for the Israeli mission me.de the following 
s+,atement today: The prorosal to have the member states 
of the United Nations estfablish a check on all imrnig:i.·ation 
to the Middle East is an innovation never contemplated by 
the Secur~ty Council cease-fire resolution and not provided 
in the mediator1 s truce proposal. It is unwarranted in 
principle and in practice wot1ld lead to hardship ;md in­
justice~ We have :pledged full cooperation \vi th the mediator 
and his staff but this plan for a hydra-hen.ded inspection 
of the entire world is utterly incongruous and would be 
deeply resented by :public opinion in IsraeL. 

A spokesman for the Israeli mission today issued the follo\-.r­
ing stetement~ Public opin:ton has been given the impression 
that British officers haYe been ,d thdrmm from the Arab Legion 
a:id returned to Ammano ·ue uonder how t.!r. Bevin wi 11 explain 
the activities of Brigadier Norman J. Lash who is now revealed 
to be the Arab Legion Commander in Je ... ·usnlern. Brig. Lash" s 
most recent contribution to peace and civilization in Jerusalem 
t-ras to threaten to fire on food convoys reaching the 90,000 
Jeus of that city and yeste:tday he i s~ued a'rl order of the day­
commanding Arab soldiers and civiltans to desist from any 
further relations with Je,,~s and threateni.ng offendern with 
court martial as spies. Arab legionnaries frankly told our 
soldiers yesterday thn.t they did not v,ant to fight the Jews 
but were forced to d.o so by their British officers. We find 
it difficult to believe that r1Ire Bevin is unable to influence 
the activities of any British officers serving with the Arab 
Legion. 

* 

HLS:LD 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of .American Zionist l!hiergency CouncilDate 

From Jlarry L. Shapiro 

Jime 18, 1948 

The attached memorandum was sent todey- to the Chainnen of Local 
~ergency Committees. 

id 
enc. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Emerfency Committees Date June 18, 1948 

Fr;om Harry L. Shapiro 

The following, gathered from the press and other authoritative advices, out.. 
lines the attitude of the Israel Government ,,.,i th regard to the impending 
negotations instituted by Count Bernadotte. 

1. The State of Israel must be treo,ted as u sovereign nation. 
No Israel official will meet Hi th Arab of '.'icial.s unless 
recognized as represonti~ a state und not a minority group 
in Palestine. 

2. There must be no restriction on immigration as to either 
volume or source(j The State of I srn.el alone ,-rill decide 
how many immigrants it will receive and where they will 
come from. 

3. Israel will not negotiate with the Arabn on any reduction 
of the territory allotted to it by the United Nations parti­
tion decision of November 29 last year. Since it at present 
holds territory outside the partition boundaries, it is 
willing to discuss minor territorial adjustments with Arab 
representatives. 

4. Jerusalem must retain its tn! status as an international 
city. If Arab attacks there are resumed after the present 
four-week truce expires, and if the world continues to vie,·r 
them with indifference, the Jews may demand inclusion within 
Israel of Jewish Jerusalem. Israel insists on maintaining 
its present hold on the unbroken territorial. connection 
between Israel and Jerusalem as this is the only effective 
safeguard for the future of Jerusalem Jewry. 

5. The Arabs must abide by the UN decision for creation of an 
independent Arab state in Palestine; otherwise, I sro.el ,1ill 
not be inclined to relinquish ter1·itorJ, such as western 
Galilee, which 1 t has acquired by conquest. 

The above should aid you as a guide in your local public relations activities. 

Regards. 

BLS:m·t 
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JUNE 22, 1948 

ONE HUMDRED Al"'ID TlfENTY-FIVE CHRISTIAN DELEGATES, R'B!PFESENTING SEV'nJTY-OllE CITIES 

Il! TUENTY-SIX STATES, A GROUP CQJ .. IPOSED OF FORTY-THREE CLERGYl-IEH, SIXTEEN EDUCA­

TORS I JOURRALISTS, JURISTS, AND CIVIC LEADE!tS, HAVE I-!ET UNDER TIIE AUSPICES OF 

THE .AIIERICAlT CHRISTIA?{ PALESTINE COUUITTEE .AlTD WISH TO CONVEY TO YOUR GOVEBl~IENT 

OUR SENSE OF OUTRAGE OVER ITS OP~ MILITARY .AND MORAL SUPPORT OF AP.Al3 AGGRESSION. 

IT IS OUR RESOLVE IN OUR COMMUNITIES TO PUDLICIZE BRITAIN'S .ALLIAJ:rCE ~!ITH THE 

ARAJ3S .AND ITS FLOUTING OF THE UNI1'ED NATIONS .AND TO PRESS FOR SAFEGUARDS AGAINST 

THE USE OF ECONOr.IIC COOPERATION AJ)NINISTRATION FUNDS FOR t·TAR AGAIHST Tli:J STATE 

OF ISRAEL 

SENT TO THE JOLLOvtNG1 -

SIR ALEXANDER CADOGAN 

AMERIO.AN CHRISTI.AN PALESTINE COI-ITIITTEE 
41 EAST 42ND S':':REET 
NEU YORK, N. Y. 
BY KARL BAEHR, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

UNITED KINGDCM DELEGATE TO THE UNITED UATIONS 
LA.KE SUCCESS , NEW YORK 

SIR OLIVER FRAMY..S 
l3RI TI SH EGASSY 
W.i~SHIN GTON, D • C • 
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CHRISTI.A:N CENTURY 
c/o DR. PAUL HUTCHINSON 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

T EL E._G RAM 
lL 

JUNE 22. 1948 

:BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE OF mE 125 CHRI,S'l!.Ulf CLERGYMEN AND OTHER CIVIC LE.ADERS OF 

71 coin.nJNITIES IN 26 STATES, GATHERED AT FRENCH LICK, INDIANA IlT THE lifATIONAL 

sn.r:mAR OF 'lHE AUERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE 0011-IITTEE, ,,r.m HAVE BEElt IlTSTRUCTED 

TO PROTEST THE UNJUST AND INACCURATE DESCRIPTIOl~ OF THE DECLARATION OF IND&­

PENDEHCE OF THE STATE OF ISRA11L IN YOUR REC.ENT EDITORIAL EN1rITLED 11 ISRAEL HAS 

NO GOD. 11 lTE BELIEVE THAT THE DECLABATION OF INDEPENDENCE OF ISRAlnj IS ROOTED 

IN THE DE]!> RELIGIOUS PASSION FOR JUSTICE AND SPIRITUAL VALUES TAUGHT :SY THE 

HEBREt·f PBOPHETS AND NURTURED IN THE JUDAIC-CHRISTIAN TMDITIOlT • l1E R'ESPECTFULLY 

:BRING TO YOUR ATTEN'rION THE FACT THAT THE LAST PAFAOPJm IN ISRAEL rs DmLAPATION 

OF INDlll'ENDJiNCE READS AS FOLLOWS: 11 l'!ITH TRUST IN .ALMIGHTY GOD 9 i'IE SET OUR FWIDS 

TO THIS DECLARATION AT THIS SESSION OF THE PROVISION.AL STATE COUNCIL IN THE CITY 

OF TEL AVIV THIS SAB:BATH EVE, THE FIFTH DAY OF IYAR, 5708, THE FOUB!rEENTH DAY 

OF U.A.Y, 1948 

RESOLUTIONS cor.n.rITTEE 

EDGAR DE tflTT JONES 
JOIDi P .AUL J01'TES 
JOHN El-iERSOliI ZEITER 
BEDROS l3AlIARIAN 
S. RALPH HA.BLOW 
CHARLES TURCK 
RICHARD DAWSON 

KARL BAEHR 
HOWABD M. LESOURD . 
HENRY A. ATKnfSOU 
CAllL HE:El~AlThT VOSS 
RI CHARD J • FURCELL 
HARRY H. PETERSON 
J. SERVIS LARUE 
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SENATOR H. STYLES BRIDGES 
SEMATE OFFICE BUILDING 
llASHINGTON, D. C. 

TELEGRAM 

JUNE 22, 1948 

ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE DELEGATES FROM 26 STATES, REPRESENTING THE CHRISTIAN 

LEADERSHIP OF 71 COMMUNITIES, HFARTILY CCMirEND YOUR ACTION IN DP.Ai!IUG ATTENTION 

OF THE .Al:IERIC.AN TAX PAYER TO THE FACT THAT ERP WAS BEING USED TO HELP !llIE ARAB 

LEAGUE IN ITS BRITISH INSFIBED l'lAR AGAINST THE NEi•JLY ESTABLISHED STAn1 OF 

ISRAELo IN RECOMMENDING AN INVESTIGATION OF THE USE OF .Al-IERIO.AN FU11DS FOR 

BRITISH IMPERIAL PURPOSES IN THE l-IIDDLE EAST YOU HAVE RENDERED AJ.'1 OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE NOT ONLY 'IO THE UNITED STATES' BUT TO THE UNITED NATimrs • 

. AMERICAN CHRISTI.AN PALESTINE CONU!TTEE 
41 EAST 42nd STREET 
llE'W YOBK, N. Y. 
BY KABL BAEHR, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 



AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 
41 EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

• MURRAY HILL 2-4917 • 
FOUNDERS AND HONORARY CHAIRMEN 

Hon. Robert F. Wagner C O p y 
Dr. Henry A. Atkinson 

July 2, 1948 

CO-CHAIRMEN 
Hon. Owen Brewster 
Hon. James M. Mead 
Rev. Dr. Daniel A. Poling 

VICE-CHAIRMEN 
William Green 
Eric A. Johnston 
Hon. Warren G. Magnuson 
Dr. Daniel L. Marsh 
Hon. Joseph W. Martin, Jr. 
Bishop Francis J. McConnell 
Hon. John W. McCormack 
Philip Murray 
Hon. Arthur H. Vandenberg 
Hon. Sumner Wells 

SECRETARY 
Hon. Helen Gahaljlan Douolas 

TREASURER 
Dean AlfanQe 

CHILDREN 'S MEMORIAL FOREST 
Dean Howard M. LeSourd 

CJsafrma11 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
Dr. Carl Hermann Vosa 

C Jsairma11 

Rev. Emory S. Bucke 
Rev. Karl M. Chworowsky 
Bartley C Crum 
Father GeorQ• B. Ford 
Prof Carl J. Friedrich 
Prof. S. Ralph Harlow 
Rav. Dr. John Haynes Holmes 
Dr. Samuel Guy Inman 
Prof. Eduard C. Lindeman 
Mrs. Walter Clay Lowdermllk 
Edgar Ansel Mowrer 
Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr 
Robert E. Smith 
Rev. Dr. Ralph W. Sockman 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Prof. James Luther Adams 
J. M. Blalock 
Dr. John W. Bradbury 
Hon. Oscar Chapman 
Hon. John M. Coffee 
Dr. Clark Walker CummlnQ, 
Hon. Everett M. Dirksen 
Mrs. Welter FerQ111on 
Msc;ir. E. J. Flanaoan 
Hon. Daniel J. Flood 
Bishop Charles K. Gilbert 
JudQe John 6utknecht 
Rev. David R. Hunter 
Dr. Walter Clay Lowdermilk 
Prof. Halford E. Luccock 
Bishop Arthur W. Moulton 
Rev. Dr. Leslie T. Pennln9ton 
Hon. Claude Pepper 
Rav. Wendell Phllllp1 
Hon. Frank A. Picard 
Miss Daphne Robert 
Rev. Dr. Harold Paul Sloan 
Dean Claude W. Sprouse 
Hon. Elbert 0. Thomas 
Prof. Paul Tllllch 
Rev. Dr. Howard B. Warren 
Prof. Henry N. Wieman 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Rev. Karl laehr 

We wish to express to you our appreciation for your :9resence 
at the French Lick Se.minar, June 20-22. In both attend2nce and 
cotmsel you contributed greatly. We are sorry that time did not 
penni t us to c.evelop personal associations ,.,,1th each of you. 

The French Lick Seminar has sharply outlined the f ollo,-,ing: 

1. The State of Israel is a fact and has been recognized as such 
by our Government and 15 other nations. Hot·rever, many difficulties 
are ~till besetting this inf~nt democracy, and it is imperative 
that we give it every sup1)ort. 

2. All of us must organize or strengthen our local chaptP-rs of 
the American Christian Palestine Committee, formin6 well-baJ.Mced 
groups ui th active programs. 

3. Ue urge you to carry on a program of education, not only in 
your local community, but also in. the entire region surrounding 
your home city. Mrs. Blanche J. Shepard, director of our lecture 
bureau, Club Program Service, is ready to help you with speakers 
in presenting the subject of PaJ.estine before local organlzation!S -
service clubs, forums, college groups, etc. !lrse Shepard uould 
also be interested in hearing from you concerning lectures ,1hich 
you yourself may deliver on our subject. 

4. Ke91) in touch with the Ne,., York office. When you need advice 
or assistance in your program, write to Rev. Karl Baehr, our 
executive secretary, who stands ready to help you at any time. 

Those of you who have not yet signed a membership card uill 
want to do so and return it to our office. 

It was a grand experience to be with you in French Lick. 
I-Iay we meet often in the future. We send you our warm good ,,Jishes. 

Sincerely, 

Karl Baehr 

Howard M. LeSourd 

Carl Hermann Voss 

P.S. Under separate cover you will receive material promised to 
you at the Seminar. 



July 6, 1948 

TEXT OF THE BEt'LY OF THE PROVISIOMAL GOVEFNMENT OF ISRJ~ 

TODAY COlNEYED TO COUNT FOLKE BEBMADOTTE, UN !-1ED~ATRfl 

On behalf of the Provisional Government of Israel, I have the honor to 
offer the follo ,·1ing observations on the suggestions presented by you under 
cover. of your letter of June 27 as a possible basis for discussion in discharge 
of your task to 11promote a peaceful adjustment of the future situati on of 
Palestine." 

1. The Provisional Government of Isrn.el noted ,-1i th surprise that your 
suggestions appear to ignore the Resolution of t 11 e General As s embly of lTovanber 
29, 1947, t1hich remains the only internation: l ., y valid adjudication on the 
question of the future government of Palestine. 

The Provisional Government also regrets to find that in formulating your 
suggestions, you do not appear to have ta.ken into account fully the outstnnding 
facts of the situation in Palestine, namely, the effective establishment of 
the sovereignty of the State of Israel within the area assigned to it in the 
Assembly1 s resolution, and other territorial changes which resulted from the 
repulse of the attack launched against Israel by Palestinian Arabs and by the 
neighboring Arab States. 

2. The Provisional Government of Israel begs to recall that the Je, . .-,ish 
people accepted the settlement laid doM1 in the General Assembly's resolution 
as a compromise entailing heavy sacrifices on i ts par t, and the territory 
assigned to the Jet·dsh State as an irreducible minimum. It is indeed the con­
viction of the Provisional Government of Israel that the t erri to rial provisions 
affecting the Jet!ish State now stand in need of improvement, in vie,-, both of 
the perils revealed by Arab aggression to the safety and integrity of Isro.el 
and of the results achieved by Isruel in repelling this aggressi on. In this 
connection, the Provisional Government of Israel desires to point out that the 
territorial settlement laid dot·m in the Resolution was based on :partition of 
Westem Palestine between the Jewish people and the Arab population of Pru.estine. 
Inclusi9n of the Arab portion of Palestine in the territory of one of the 
neighboring Arab states would fundamentally change the context of the boundary 
problem. 

3. The Provisional Government of Israel cannot agree to any encroachment 
upon or limitation of the free sovereignty of the people of Israel in its inde­
pendent State. ~•Jhile it is the basic aim and policy of Isroel to est~blish 
relations of peace and amity with her neighbors on the basis of closest possible 
collaboration in all fields, international arrangements which mq be necessary 
to give effect to this policy cannot be imposed upon Israel, but can only be 
entered into as a result of an agreement negoti [.ted between the interested 
parties as free and sovereign St ates. 

4. The Provisional Government of Israel would be ready to accept the 
provisions concerning Economic Union as fonnulated in the Assembly's Resolution 
if all their basic premises were to materialize. This is not, however, the 
eventuality envisaged in your suggestions. The partner State whom the Israelis 
are invited to join in a Union 1 s both in its poli ticLl identity and in 1 ts 
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{_··c •.:, 0 :i.-. ... _,: .:. c..,tJ. C: :1,1e1j_sions wl10lly different from the Arab State provic:.ed for in the 
Resolution. Jm-rish consent to Economic Union in the context of the Resoluti on 
cannot therefore be binding in the new situation:. It must now be lf'ft to tl'e 
free cJnd unfettered disc1·0tion of the Governr:.ent of Israel in t!;e c • C' - C~- :· o c-~: 

its soYerc;igr. r:.gh ts to d.iJt0nni11e what arrangernen ts should govern I nr.:tcl' s 
1-elat:tox:is ,.Ji t-h her n0~gh·oo1· or neig:1·bors in the field of economic coopera,tion. 

5o The Provisional Government of Israel must be par·ticularly cmr!1~~tic 
in its opposition to any infringement of Israe1 1 s independence and sovereignty 
as regards her immi~ration policyo Complete 2nd un~1alified freedom to deter­
mine the si z13 and com:po si tion of Jevi sh ir.imi e;rati on wr.:.s the very e~sence of the 
Je1.·rish claim to state~1oodo Recogldtion cf the moral validity and the practical 
urgency of that claim in conner.ti on with the i scue of immigration la3r E~t the 
roots of its acce:ptc:ince by the inten13,,tional , rorld o There can be no question 
of any Israeli Government accepting the sJ5r.J,. te--.:t dero..;ation in favor of c:ny 
joint or international 'body fro:n Is re.el ts soverci.gnty as rego.rds control of her 
immigration policyo 

6. The l?rovi sional Govern.L1ent of I rn~anl was deeply wo,mded by your sug­
gestion conce:ni~g the future of the City of Je:r,u;alem, which it regards as 
disastrous!> The idea that the relagation of Je :,:usalerii to Arab rule mi[)1t fonn 
part of a peaceful settlement could be conceiv·ed. only in utter disregard of 
history a11d of the fundamental facts of the problem, which are: 

a) the associe.tion of Judaism w:j. th the Holy City; 

b) the unique place occu!)ied by Jerusalem in Jm-1ish history and 
present-•day Jewish life; 

c) J ei.-rt sh inhabitants cons ti tut ed a two-thirds matjori ty in the City 
befo:ce the conun01~cement of A2·e.b aggression and this proportion has 
greatly increaoed since then as a result of Arab evacuation; 

d) the whole of Jerusalem with only a few minor exceptions is nou in 
Je'l:.ri sh hands; 

e) and not least the fact that after tm oxhRusti vo study of the 
problem and as a result of tho ove1·•w:1elming concensus of Christian 
opinion in its midst, the Gerieral Assem·oly resolved that Jerusalem 
be placed under flI1. internati ono.l resime. 

The Provisional Government of Israel mu.st make it clear th c:> t the Jeuish 
peopl$ in the State of Isr::'.1;;l and the Jews of Jerus r l em ,-,ill never acquiesce in 
the iniposi-tion of Arab domination over J0ruG til er·.1, no :-i1atter wha.t fon11r>.l munic1.­
pal autonomy ood 1.·.hat right of access to Holy Places the Jeus of Jerusalem might 
be allowed to enjoy. They ,,.rill resi st a11y such. irr.1:,,)si ti :m ,,•i th all the force 
at their cor11mnnd.. The Provicional Government cf Israel regrets hn.ving to sr.,y 
that your startling sugeestion regarding Jerusu.J.em, by encouraging fDl.se .<\.rab 
hopes and wounding J ewi rih feclinGs, is likely to achieve the re-verse of the 
:pacifying effect which you undoub ·~ edly had in mind. 

7. The Provisional Government of Isra-al does not find it necoss.:.ry at this 
stage to comment upon the other points raised in your suggestions as it hopes 
that examination of its presen~ obse:rvntior1s en the mo.j.Jr aspects of the ~cheme 
for a settlement tentatively outlined ·oy ~rou may c:1.use you to reconsider ;:rour 
whole approach to the problem? 

tk 
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AMERIChN IK>J',IIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

Prom 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local :Emergency Committees Dote July 7, 1948 

Harry L. S-tic:;>i ro 

Att ached is the text of the reply of the Provi iona.1 Government of 
Israel to the proposn.ls of the UlT mediator Count Folke Be1nndottee1 
It was si01,ed by Mro ?-!oshe Shertok, Minister of Forei~ Affcirso 

HLS;R3 
E::i.Co 



AMERI~~ Z:v~IST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of American Zionist :!lhergency Council Date July 7 • 1948 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The attached memorandum wi. th enclosure was sent todey to the Chainnen 
of Loce.l E!ucrgoncy Cornmitteeso 

ld 
one. 
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JO■IEPH L . IEGIAN 
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" AMER~AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of hlerl.can Zionist Emergency Council Date Jul .. 12, 1948 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The enclosed memoranda, one with attachment, were sent today 
to the Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees. 

ld 
encs. 



• AMERltAN ZIONIST EMER6ENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

Prom 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Dale July 12, 1948 

Mr. Harry 1. Shapiro 

Herewith is the text of a statanent issued today by Dr. Abba Hillel Silvc.ii, 
chairman of the .Americnn Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. I send it 
to you for your information and for local action. I sincerely hope that you 
will disseminate this information to your commu."lity. The statement is as follov 

"The .American Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine has previously 
declared that upon the establishment of the State of Israel a.Yld the 
creation of a single unified defense army, no organization is author­
ized by the Government of Israel to solicit contributions in the United 
States for independent military organiia.tians such as the Irgun. Sup­
port of such separatist military U."lits in Palestine is a d.istinct dis­
service to the State of Israel as it undermines the authority of the 
government and interferes with efficient military operations at a tim~ 
,:rha"l the nen state is beset with gravest da"lger as a result of the 
renev1ed military operations against it by the neighboring Arab states. 

"The Jewish .Agency wishes to renew this request to America"ls not to 
contribute to any campaigns under whatever narpe for the support of 
military orga."lizations in Palestine. The Defense Army of Israel is 
not soliciting any funds in the United States. 

11 There has been in existence for some time an orga"lization known as 
the Americans for Haga.Tlah, whi9h has mobilized publ:!.c opinion in the 
United States in sup~)ort of the objectives of the Haga.'1.ah, while not 
soliciting funds in its behalf. This organization has rendered 
excellent service in disse~inating information about the work of the 
Haganah and in counteracting hostile criticism and misinformation 
spread by discident groups. U0 w that Haganah, too, as it existed in 
the past, has been dissolved by the action of the State of Israel 
wha"l it established one national defense army, t~ie purposes of the 
.Americans for Haga.Ylah have been fully served, and the orga."lizat ion 
accordingly will promptly suspend its activities. 

"Thetas!( of disseminating information about the activities of Israel's 
Army of Defense will, in the future, be carried on by the Office of 
Infonnation of the Israeli Government and by the various iionist 
groups in the United States through their official publications and 
other chan.~els of information.tt 

HLS:SR 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

Prom 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local ]lnergency Committeds Date July 12, 1948 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Included in an Associated Press diS]?atch of July 9 was the foll°'·ring: 

111-Ir. Harshall ••• ruled out, for the moment at least, any . 
idea that the United States might lift its embargo on ship­
ment of anns to the Biddle East as a means of helping Isre.el. 

11 The ban, ordered last December 5, forbid~ shipment of 
American munitions to Palestine or neighboring Arab countries. 
Mr. ?,iarshall told a nev,s conference today thnt the United 
States is dealine " i th this issue and the whole Palestine 
prob} em through the Ul'l Security Cou.ncil. 11 

The above statement plus other information which ha.s appeared in the press 
would seem to give the impression that the United · States embargo was a step 
taken by the United States in conjunction with its activities in the United 
Mations. The attached memorandum has been prepared in order to clarify the 
facts in the ma.tter. 

The United States took its original action on December 5, unilaterally, with­
out consulting or without agreement ·with the United Nations Security Council. 
It con modify the embargo in the same manner. 

It ,-rill be helpful from a public relations standpoint if the infonnation in 
the atta~hed memorandum is tr,--.nsmi tted to your local newspaper ed.i tors. 

Regards. 

HLS:HH 
Enc. 



,.I E H O R A N D U M ----------
July 12, 1948 

Can the Government of the United States Unilaterally Lift 
its Ernbfl,rgo on the Export of Anns to Israel? 

1. On Dece~ber 5, 1947, the Department of Stnte announced that the United States 
is 11 discontinuing for the present the licensing of shipment of a1,ns to the 
diddle East." 1'his ,.,as a sovereign, tmila.teral act of the United Stc,tes, taken 
under no international compulsion. 

2. The licensing of arms shipments to any of the territories in the iiiddle East 
can therefore be continued by a sovereign act of the United States, tmless such 
continuance is ruled out by nny valid intemation~l instrument. 

3. The only reason in international la.,-r for the existence of the embargo at this 
moment is paragraph 4 of the Resolution on the Palestine Q,uestion adopted at the 
310th meeting of the Security Council on 29 Hay 1948, ,:1hich reads as follous: 

"Calls upon all governments and authorities concerned to refrain 
from importing or exporting war materials into or to Palestine, 
Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Transjordan and Yemen 
during the cease-fire. 11 

It is obvious then that as soon as the cease-fire no longer has effect, neither 
the United States nor any other government has any international obligation to 
refrain from exporting ,-,ar material to any state \'.nich it deems worthy to receive 
such material for purposes of defense. 

4. In the present circumstances, arising frott the Arab refusal to prolong the 
truce and the consequent resumption of hostilities in and around Palestine, it 
is clear that the United States is not limited in the exercise of its sovereign 
right by any existing, valid decision of the Security Council. 

5. The opinion has been expressed that the United States may be under the obli­
gation to maintain the embargo by virtue of the Security Council 1 s Resolution of 
April 17. 'mat Resolution, ho,1ever, has no existence at all. It ,-,as designed 
merely to affect the period between its adoption and the tennination of the 
British Uandate for Palestine, This is ma.de abundantly clear by the numerous 
references in the resolution itself to the responsibility of the United Kingdom 
for t11e maintenance of lm·r end order. There is another reference ,-rhich makes it 
clea1· thc.t the valid.i ty of the Resolution ,-,as to be limited by the period which 
was to elapse "pending the further consideration" of the future government of 
Palestine by the General Assembly. It was anticipated that this period would 
coincide with the remaining duration of the Nanda.ta. A study of the verbatim 
records of the meetings which led up to the adoption of this resolution reinforces 
this assumption. Several representatives expressed the unchallenged belief that 
the resolution before the Council was designed purely for the period renoining 
until the !Iandate expired and was succeeded by a new regime. 

6. The Security Council itself acknowledged that the April 17 Resolutipn had ex­
pired by beginning a discussion, on May 17, of the terms of a neu ceas&--fire 
resolution. Such new resolutions were adopted, firstly, on Ua_y 22 ( and rejected 
by the Arabs), and later, on itay 29. The Resolution of Mey 29 superseded all 1 ts 
predecessors. The fact that the April 17 Resolution can have no effect in this 
matter is proved by the fact that the liay 29 Resolution contains provisions on ths 
export of arms and war material entirely different from those of AJ?ril 17. 

, \ 
I 



7. The conclusion is that the United States is entirely free from on::- intc~ 
national obligation in exercising its discretion on the lifting of t>o c::-~~J:\rGo 
and th<1t f ailv..re to lift the.t embargo co.nnot be said to rest on any cro:i."lt.ls of 
international law. 

• • • 
* 



·• AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

J-42 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of ~ocal :mnergency Committeas Date July 12, 1948 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Included in an Associated Press dispatch of July 9 was the following: 

11Hr. Marshall ••• ruled out, for the moment at least, any . 
idea that the United States might lift its embargo on ship­
ment of arms to the l.riddle East a.s a means of helping Isrf'..el. 

11 The ban I ordered last December 5, forbid~ shipment of 
.American munitions to Pelestine or neighboring Arab countries. 
Mr. l-Iarshall told a ne·ws conference today thnt the United 
States is dealing ui th this issue and the whole Palestine 
problem throuch the UN Secu.ri ty Conncil. 11 

The above statement plus other information which has appeared in the press 
would seem to give the impression that the U1d ted States embargo wns a step 
taken by the United States in conjunction \'rith its acttvities in the United 
Mations. The attached memorandum has been prepared in order to clarif:r the 
facts in the mo.tter. 

The United States took its original action on December 5, unilaterally, with­
out consulting or iri thout agreement with the United Nations Security Council. 
It cm modify the embargo in the same manner. 

It uill be helpful from a public relations standpoint if the infonnation in 
the attached memorandum is tr~smi tted to your local newspaper ecli tors. 

Regards. 

HLS;HH 
Enc. 
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July 12, 1948 

Can the Government of the United States Unil~terally Lift 
ij;s EmbJi.rgo on the Export of Anns to Israel? 

1. On Dece~ber 5, 1917, the Department of State announced that the United States 
is 11 di scontinuing for the present the liceneing of shipment of a1,ns to the 
Middle East. 11 this was a sovereign, unilateral act of the United Stc,tes 9 taken 
under no international com:9ulsion. 

2~ The licensing of a:rms s~ipments to any of the territories in the ""iddle East 
can therefore be continued by a sovereign act of the United. States, unless such 
continuance is ruled out by ruiy valid internation~l instrument. 

3. The only reason in international la,-, for the existence of the embargo at this 
moment is paragraph 4 of the Resolution on the Palestine Q.uestion adopted at the 
310th meeting of the Security Council on .29 Hay 1948, ·1hich reads as follo\Ts: • 

"Cru.ls upon all governments and authorities concerned to refrain 
from im,ortin:'.; or e:\.'J)orting war materials into or to Palestine, 
EQ"Pt, Iraq, Lebnnon, !aucli Arabia, Syria, Trro1sjordan and Yemen 
during the cease-fire. 11 

It is obvious then that as soon as the cease-fire no longer has effect, neither 
the United States nor any other government has any international obligation to 
refrain from e,cporting liar material to any state ,dlich it deems worthy to receive 
such material for purposes of defense. 

4. In the present circumstnnces, arising from the Arab refusal to prolong the 
truce and the consequent resumption of hostilities in and around Palestine, it 
is clear that the United States is not limited in the exercise of its sovereign 
right by an:, existing, valid decision of the Security Council. 

5. The opinion has been expressed that the United States may be under the obli­
gation to maintain the embargo by virtue of the Security Council's Resolution of 
April 17. ~at nesolution, h°'1ever, has no existence at all. It wns designed 
!!!.£!:ely to affect the n_eriod betw~n its adoption and tl?-..£_tennination of the 
!,ri ti sh Uanclate for Pales~. This is made abundantly clear by the numerous 
references in the resolution itself to the responsibility of the United Kingdom 
for the maintenance of lm·r and order. There is another reference ,-Jhich makes it 
clea~· that the validity of the Resolution \•ras to be limited by the period which 
was to elapse 11pending the further consideration" of the future government of 
Palestine by the General Assembly. It was anticipated that this period would 
coincide ,-,ith the remaining duration of the 1-Iandete. A study of the verbatim 
records of the meetings which led up to the adoption of this resolution reinforces 
this assumption. Several representatives expressed the unchallenged belief that 
the resolution before the Counci 1 was designed purely for the period remaining 
until the Irandate expired and was succeeded by a new regime. 

6. The Security Council itself acknowledged that the April 17 Resolutipn had ex­
pired by beginning a discussion, on May 17, of the terms of a neu ceas&-fire 
resolution. Such new resolutions were adopted, :firstly, on J.I~ 22 (and rejected 
by the Arabs), and later, on Hay 29. The Resolution of Mey 29 superseded ru.l its 
predecessors. The fact that the April 17 Resolution can have no effect in this 
matter is proved by the fa.ct that the IIay 29 Resolution contains provisions on th9 
export of anns and war material entirely different from those of Al)ril 17. 

I \ 



7. The conclusion is that the United Statea is entirely free from r'n:- intcl'­
national obligation in exercising its discretion on the li ·f'ting of t' :c t.1J ;• 1·.:;o 

and thc.t failt:.re to lift the..tembarr.;o cnnnot be said to rest on anJ cro:i.~c:..c of 
international law. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of A11erican Zionist »nergency Council Date July 13, 19~ 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The encloses memorandum with attachments was sent todcy 
to the Chairmen of Locel Emergenc!r Committees. 

ld 
encl. 



AMEklCAN ZIONIST EMERSENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

. MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local :Blnergency Committees Date July 13, 1948 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Ue are sending you ·here,d th a progrvm of the Fourth Annuo.l 
Seminar of the .American Christian Pulestine Committee held 
at French Lick. Indiana June 20, 21, 22 together with cover­
ing letter. ~'le also enclose copies of the resolutions adopted 
by the 125 Christian le£1,ders who attend.ed from various parts 
of the country. 

From all indications the Seminar of the American Christian 
Po.l.estine Committee was highly successful as to content and 
effect. The Christian leaders ,-,ho attended made a careful 
study of the Palestine question under the leadership of 
authorities in various fields. If your community was among 
those ,-.hich sent a representative we hope that you have, by 
this date, received a report of what transpired at the 
Seminar. You should receive great satisfaction from the 
results achieved and we hope that you will continue to keep 
in close contact tdth your delegate. 

HLS:SSR 
En.cs. 



• 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chai rrnen of Local linercen~.r Committees Date July 16, 1948 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Att ac!'ied is · a rr.emo:;.--andum entitled "Desecration of Holy Places in Palestine." 

This factual :r;,resent8.t:i.on was prepared because there hD.s cg;,peared in the 
:press a nur:bor of a:~t i ~:. l e s anr. dispatches from pro-Arab and Arab sources 

w1 th refer-.:1nce to thl3 holy places in Jeru.salem. 

Please ma~e the det ~lils of this memorandum available to the :press in your 

comm"Uni ty in order that it ma.,v be used as a basis for editorials and for 

articles written locru.ly. 

Regards. 



• • 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of American Zionist Dnergency Council_ Date 

From Harry L. Sh~iro 

July 16, 1948 

The enclosed memorandUJ!l w1 th attachment was sent todey to the Chairmen 
of Local ~1ergeney Co~□ittees. 

ld 
encs. 



-. July 1948 

MEMORANDUM 

DESECMTION OF HOLY PLACES IN PALESTINE 

In the light of the propaganda from Arab and pro-Arab sources on the 

question of the holy places in Jerusalem, which tends to present a distorted 

picture of the situation, the following dispatches and reports from Palestine 

mEcy" help to establish the facts with regard to the holy places and their 

ruination and desecration. 

Who Is Responsible for the Destructi9n of the Holy Places? 

What has actually happened during the Arab-Jewish War in Jerusalem 

and who is directly responsible for the subjection Qf the Holy City with its 

religious shrines to destruction and desecration is admirably stated by a 

British missionary in Jerusalem, Mr. W.L. Hull, in a letter to the Editor 

of the Manchester Guardian of June 1st. We quote the letter verbatim: 

"Sir: A few months ago, when no danger existed, there was a great 
outcry by the .Archbishop of York and some other Church leaders concern­
ing the protection of the holy places in Jerusalem. Now that that dan­
ger actually exists they are strangely silent. 

"Day after day shells are 1::eing poured into Jerusalem by Arab Legion 
troops. The arms, uniforms and wages of this force are paid for by 
British taxpayers, and no one acquainted with the situation in Palestine 
doubts that these troops are there by the tacit consent of the British 
Government. The shells from these British 25-pounder guns and mortars 
are devastating that city and bringing ruin to places both holy and 
unholy. 

11Yet the Church is silent; no outcry is made either by the Arch­
bishop of Canterbury or the Archbishop of York. No meetings of protest 
have been called by Church leaders; the Church is silent. Are we to 
judge from this that political expediency means more than veneration? 
Is the British public aware that the British guns, firing British shells, 
paid for by British ta.xpayers, are dug in on the Mount of Olives by the 
very spot from which our Lord ascended to Heaven? Is the British public 
aware that those shells fired from the Mount of Olives are passing di­
rectly over the spot where Jesus lmelt in agony of preyer that fateful 
night before Calvary? 11 
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Haganah Opens King David's Tomb to_Cbristians 

For 500 years the King David tomb on Mount Zion in Jerusalem wns 

tiehtly closed by the Moslems to a:ny Christian visitors. Not before the 

Israeli Army took over the place couli any Christian enter the tomb. The 

first visit of a Christian dignitary to the tomb after 500 years is described 

by Julian Louis Meltzer in the New York Times of July 5: 

"Jerusalem, July 4 -- Msgr. Gustavo Testa., Roman Catholic Auostolic 
Delegate, entered the .i1omb of David on M01.~n J~. Zion las t week. He was the 
first Christian dignitary to go inside this tioslem-e:uarded. chamber in 
500 years. 

11The Tomb of David 1.:ra.s closed to non-:-ios1..err.s by a decree of Caliph 
Ed-Daher but pilgrima~:,os to the Room of the Last Supper on an upper floor 
were permitted. King David is regarded by Moslems as a saint. 

0Usgr. Testa is papal admird strator of the Latin Patriarchate :pending 
the appointment of a new patriarch. He came to inspect the damage to 
religious edifices. If he had ci•t c red the tomb early in the Twentieth 
Century under the Ottoman regime L1 Palest.ine Uosle 1 zealots might have 
attacked the Christian community, charging desecration of tl1e tomb. 

11 ••• Haganah troops retained possession of this area after being 
ejected from the Old City by the Transjordan Arab Legion May 20. Churches, 
monasteries and conven .s were respected by the Haganah, which posted 
guards to keep intruders away. 

uThe first Christians to entAr the tomb in 500 years were Benedictine 
and Franciscan priests, who went in last month. They found dnmage from 
shelling. Part of the tomb's covering was broken off. 

11Msgr. Testa was accompanied by the Jewish Agency's Liaison Officer 
to Churches. Dr. A.J. Braver, an authorit~ · on ru.cient churches. Differ­
ing religious rituals were observed. The Christ.ians went barel1eaded 
into the building, while their Jewj_sh companions donned headgear in 
deference to the holy spot." 

What the .Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem Has to Say 

The Right Reverend Western Henry Stewart, the Anglican Bishop in 

Jerusalem, arriving in London early in July for the World Anglican Confer­

ence, made the following statement (as quoted from a dispatch by l3ernnrd 

Minns for the New York Star, datelined London, July 6): 
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11 ••• So far as I have seen, the holy -places in ti e n ~- r.1- ~:-" hr "9 
suffered little damage, with the exception of t he t wo n c;.c .1~ ~\ .. :~­
gor,ues, \lhich were dastroyed by the Arabs. One of them had been oc­
cupied by Haganah forces, and was shelled after the Arabs had sent them 
a 24-hour ultimatum to quit. The other was filled with 1marmed peo1?le 
taking shelter from the fighting. 11 

The Bishop said that whlle the Arabs had intentional];y' shelled and 

lat-er destroyed synagogues, the Arab mosques were respected by the Jewish 

forces. The largest mosque, Dorne on t he Rock , renains untouched. "After 

Haganah had captured the northwest sector of t he Hew City, I saw a mosque 

marked in Hebrew letters, 'This is a holy p)Dce. 111 

The Bishop confirmed reports that British officers and men were still 

serving with Arab forces. He said deserters from the Palestine Police and 

the British Arey have joined the Arab Legion. 

He concluded: 11 Though I have for many years been opposed to parti­

tion in Palestine, it is now a fact ar_d will have to be accepted. u 

Loot and Desecration by Arab _Armies 

During the first week of April 1948, armed Arabs broke into the Fran­

ciscan Abbey convent in Bethlehem and stole 2,087 pounds ($8,348) in cash 

and a check for 4,000 pounds (~16,000), all of which was earmarked for char­

ity, the Arabic daily, FPlastin, of Ja1fa reported. 

On April 26 monks were maltre r..ted and valua.ble religious articles 

carried off as war spoils by the Iraqi 1'Li bera t l on Army II in a surprise swoop 

on the Greek-Orthodox monastery I-iarsabah , near Jerusalem. In Safad on the 

same day a Protea tant church ,-,as blown up by Arabs. 

In a much-publicized anti-partition stateme~t made in March by a newly 

organized Committee of the Christian Church Union of Palestine , Palestine's 

Christian community was said to be 11 in complete agreement both in principle 

and in deed with the Moslems." The statement was protested by the Anglican 
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Bishop of Jerusalem, who stated that the Anglican Church did not associate 

itself with it. He also said that the Arab Christian body affiliated to the 

Anglican Church signed the statement without consulting the head of the Church. 

The dissociation of the Anglican Church is not surprising in view of the fact 

that its own congregation, which had worshipped at Christ's Church inside the 

Walled City, was obliged to leave there at the outbreak of the disturbances 

because its worshippers were in danger. Its services are now being held in 

the Street of the Prophets, in the heart of the Jewish Quarter. 

Heavy Destruction of Jerusalem's Synagogues 

In a dispatch from Jerusalem dated June 7, the following report is 

given in the New York Times of the indiscriminate destruction of Jewish syn-

agogues in the Old City of Jerusalem: 

"Twenty-two of the 27 synagogues in the Jewish Q,uarter of Jerusalem 1 s 
Old City were destroyed before the community surrendered to Arab forces 
May 28, Isaac H. Herzog, Chief Rabbi of Palestine, said today. The five 
others probably were demolished after the Jews I departure, he added. 

"More than 500 Torahs (holy scrolls), many sacred .vessels and books 
and manuscripts of historic value were burned and looted, the rabbi de­
clared, and other Jewish property was burned after the Jews had left. 11 

Arabs Fi~hting from Christian Churche§ 

Christian churches and religious foundations in Palestine have been 

widely used by the Arab armies as military headquarters and as fortified po­

sitions from which fire was directed at the Jewish sections of Jerusalem. 

Here are some facts: 

On May 14 the Convent of Ste. Claire, belonging to the Sisters of the 

Clarine Order, was occupied by Arab troops and from it fire directed on the 

Jewish Talpioth OJlarter and the German colony occupied by Jews. 

On May 16 the Armenian Orthodox Cathedral of St. James in Jerusalem 

was occupied by Iraqi troops, who plundered the church and the Armenian 
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Qu4rter around it. .A strong protest on the part of His Beatitude, the 

Armenian Patriarch, was of no avail. 

On May 17 an Arab mortar position was established in the Syrian Or­

thodox Church, Deir Surian, in the Ar~enian Quarter. Mortars shelled the 

Jewish Yemin Moshe (Montefiore) Quarter. 

On May 17 a similar mortar :position was established in the Greek Or-

thodox C:iurch of St. George in the Armenian Quarter. ✓ 

On the night of I.fay 17-18 an Arab machine-[.,'1.1n position was set up in 

the French Convent of Ste. Claire, from which fire was directed against Tal­

pioth. 

On May 19 the Ara'b command in the Old City set up its headquarters in 

the above-mentioned Armenian Cathedral of St. James. It was here that the 

surrender terms were subse~uently accented by the defenders of the Je\~sh 

Quarter in the Old City. 

On May 18 Arab troops broke into the Convent of Notre Dame de France 

and committed acts of plunder and desecration against which the abbe of Notre 

Dame, Pere Lordre de Sion,:protested riost strongly. He himself was killed on 

May 21 when, in view of the advance of Jewish forces, the Arabs blew up :parts 

of the building. 

On May 19 the Greek Orthodox Monastery of Mar Elias was occupied by 

the Arab Legion, which turned it into a base for attacking the settlement 

of Ramat Rahel. 

In the latter part of May the Trappist Monast ry of Latru.n was occu­

pied by Arabs and turned into a main stronghold ad an artillery base, an 

operation against Jewish forces that were massed there in order to lift the 

siege of Jerusalem. 

In addition to acts of destruction and vandalism incidental to the 
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occupation of churches and monasteries, the following instances have been 

recorded of damage caused to Christian establishments by Arab shelling: 

Ch May 16 the Abyssinian Cathedral in Jerusalem was hit several times 

by mortar bombs. Serious damage was caused to the building, and t he clerb7 

had a narrow escape. 

On May 18 the Anglican Cathedral of St. George was shelled by Arabs 

from their positions in Sheikh Jarrah. The British Consul is reported to 

have filed a strong protest. 

On May 19 the Ratisbon Monastery was :·:.helled by Arab forces. The 

father superior sent a letter of protest to t he delegate of the Red Cross. 

Three mortar shells hit the French Monastery of the Order of the Assumption. 

Arab shell fire wounded three nuns in the Convent and the School of 

St. Joseph de l'Apparition. 

On May 22 the Terra Sancta College building suffered a direct hit 

during Arab Legion shelling. The college had formerly been placed under 

the protection of the International Red Cross as a refu1ee center. 

On May 24 the Convent of the Soeurs Reparatrices was shelled and set 

on fire. Members of the Haganah saved five nuns from under the debris. An 

official letter of thanks was afterward received by the Jewish commander. 

The Convent of the Soeurs du Rosaire in the Old City was hit by Arab shell 

fire. 

On May 26 an Orthodox church in the Russian compound was hit by 

shell fire. 

Between May 16 and the end of the month eieht shells hit the Abys­

sinian Cathedral and another twenty exploded in its courtyard. 

* * * 



EDITORIAL - NEW YORK POST - TUESD .. \Y, JULY 20, 1948 

Ulffi.APPY TRUaE 

J?z..T. Sh... Thackr~ ' 

There is a daneerous air of optimism over the truce which has momentarily 
halted fighting on several, thongh not all 0 fronts in Palestine, hardly justifi 
by a sober revi e~1 of the conditions: 

1. Arab acceptance of the cease-fire order -- an acceptance not observed 
yesterday by Syrian and Ire.qi • forces -- 1s cona.i tioned on embargo of immitSra­
tion to Israel and loss of Israel's status as a nation. 

2. The effect of the SGcuri ty Council resolution, which was authored 
by the United States in behalf of American-:Sri tish joint policy, is to substi­
tute Count Folke Bernadotte as a one-men man.a ate in Palestine for the indefini t 
period of the truce. Under a strict interpretation I crael I s full sovereignty 
could be withheld indefinitely, and immigration throttled. 

3. Israel's acceptance of the cease-fire order is also conditioned -
and properly -- upon her right to exercise sovereienty over immigration and 
recognition as a lawful nation. 

4. The mediator, Count Bernadotte, continues to press for all-Arab rule 
over Jerusalem and has thus become an advocate of Eri ti sh and Arabian partisan 
claims llhi.ch run directly contrary to the United Nations proposal outlined in 
the lfovanber 29 General Assembly resolution for establishment of Jerusalem as 
a free city under U.N. control. Israel, ,-Jhich Might ,1ell have claimed Jerusa,­
lem as a CB.l)i tal, in view of the prepond.erance of Jews in the population, 
agreed to the U.N. proposal -- but Co,mt Bernadotte is pressing to make 1 t an 
Arab capital, clea.rly disqualifying himself as an administrator or mediator. 

It now appears most likely that whatever the fate of tho cease-fire order, 
the United Nations mediator, rel~ring on United States and British SUJ.)})O~t in 
tald.ng a pro-Arab position, \dll propose again to make Jerusalem an llll-Arab 
city, restrict Israel immigration, reduce Israel's borders and suggest joint 
Transjordan-Israel sovereignty in Palestine on a pro-rata bacis; meaning, of 
course, establishment of Je,,rl sh minority villages under Transjord.an rule and 
the dismemberment of Israel's national sovereignty. 

President Truman's administration is wholly responsible for the fact that 
such a state of affairs has been brought about despite the clear pledf;es of his 
party to all-out support for Israel. 

The deputy representative of his State Depa.rtment wrote and fought for 
adoption of the U.N. Security Council resolution now in effect~ • 

Although his party pledged lifting the anns embargo, the President• s 
representative at Lake Success instead brought about a world-wide anns embargo, 
more effective on Israel than her eneiuies since her borders are more readily 
patrolled. 



- • 

- 2 -

J.1 though his party J?ledced full sovereign recognition of Is:i.:ael, ane. 
even pled .:;ed that the United States sponsor Isrnel I s membernhip in the United 
Ii c-1tions, P reGi.den t Truman I G rep re sen tati ve at Lnke Success spon so rea. the 
resolution t:1at restricts IsraeJ.'s sovereignty both in the 1Jnt~er of i ,,. J : ;:i= ; ­

tion and self defense. 

~e resolution does not, happily, impose even by implication 8I1Y' re­
st riction on the ri (•ht of the Uniteo. States to gra:1t full lawfn.l ( de ju~e) 
recognition to Israel and conclne.e treaties of com: .. erce, tro.de, ond other 
diplomatic exchanges: but y~t, President Truman has not acted to do so. 

Until he does, he must be :1eld 6uil t; of flouting the pledges of h~s 
party, ignoring principle, and. abandoning :;! i dd.le Eaot policy to the i,1•o-Arab 
section of his State Department~ 

He has also succeeC:.cd in derno~stratine; thus far that the pledges of the 
Uni tod States, when made by !1i s adraini st ration, are worth less than the paper 
they are written on; tiat the p ledGe~ work, rather, in reverse. 

In today'£ i.rorlr .. , this cr'n l:e.r c11y be said to be a constructive or 
sensible dononstrat:ton. 

Unless his party's pled ... ..,es are i:,pler,1cntcd by the tiEe the speciil 
session of Conrres s , called by the P ... eniden t, o ons next "!eel:, there , iill be 
an opr,ortunity for the P.e,)\i.bl5.can Pn.rt;" t o drmo st rate, if it will, tl at its 
pledges on Israel are more meru1ingful. 

The Congress, e.omina tea. by I~E371ubli cnn members, ea('ily has the y,ouer to 
memorialize the President to keep his pledges, recognize nnd support Israel, 
and return to the support of the partition policy of the United Nations. 

Recogn.i ti.on of ! srnel at this time by the President would at least be a 
demonstration that he had read his 1;ar'_,y1 s plat:::·on,. 



AM!RICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

~ 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

MEMORANDUM 
Chairmen or Local Emergency Committees 

Date 
August 4, 1948 

Harry L. Shapiro 
From \ 

During the coming weeks, Israel will make a id or admission into 

the United Nations. The attainment or this objective would be facilitated 

1£ the American delegation to the UN would take the initiative in urging 

Israelfs membership in the United Nations. It would be very helpful if 

newspapers would editorially advocate such a step. 

Attached is a memorandum on the subject, "The Admission or the State 

or Israel to the United Nations". It is background material in connection 

with this aspiration of the State of Israel. Please convey its contents 

to your local editors and try to induce them to write a favorable editorial 

or feature article on this subject. 

HLSaRB 
Enc. 

Regards. 



• 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE ADMISSION OF D@ STATE OF ISRAEL TO Tijt UNITED NATIONS 

The Resolution of the General Assembly or the United Nations adopted 
on November 29, 1947, provided• 

"When the independence of either the Arab or the Jewish 
State ae envisaged in this plan has become effective and 
the declaration and undertaking, as envisaged in this 
plan, have been signed by either of them, sympathetic 
consideration should be given to its application for ad­
mission to membership in the United Nations in accordance 
with Article 4 of the Charter of the United Nations." 
(Paragraph 1-F) 

The question now arises whether the State of Israel should be ad­
mitted to the United Nations at the forthcoming session of the General 
Assembly in Paris. 

I. ISRAE1'S QUALIFICATIONS 

1) The Origin of the Statet 

Israel is the first etate in history to be created as a result of the 
investigations, deliberatione and decisions of the General Aesembly of the 
United Nations. Its credential for adini8sion is thus a unique international 
birth certificate inscribed vith a distinguished and honorable parentage. 
Thirty-three natione voted for the Oenarel Aseembly 1e Resolution, and would 
therefore seem to have a moral commitment to favor- Israel's early admission. 

2) The Existence or the State• 

Israel's existenoe is now a tact of international life of which the 
whole world is aware. 

a) External Reoogni tion 1 

Although .admission to the United Nations and recognition are not 
synonymous - snd manr states which have sought admission have not had as 
manr recognitions as the State of Israel - 1t is significant that the s·~te 
of Israel we.a accorded recognition by fifteen powers in less than ten weeks 
time. These include• 

United States 
Guatemala 
u.s.s.R. 
Poland 
Czechoslovakia 

Yugoslavia 
Nicaragua 
Uruguay 
South Africa 
Hungary 

b) Internal Recognition• 

Finland 
Roumania 
Costa Rica 
Panama 
Venezuela 

Fundamental in the establishment or a etate is the writ ot 
~rl.t7 it derives ~ ite own people and ite .capacitT to contJ"Ol its ANA 
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and carry on the functions of government. The record of performance since 
May 15 has demonstrated the representative character of the organs of govern­
ment established in Israel, their loyal acceptance by the people, and their 
competence to create a smoothly opereting apparatus of government serving 
all the needs of the people. 

The United Nations Mediator attested to this achievement in 
Paragraph 34 of his report to the Security Council: 

"The de facto situation in PRlestine today is that a 
Je,rish Provisional Government, recognized by an in­
creasing number of states, exists in an area of Palestine, 
and is exercising, without restrictions of any kind on 
its authority or power, all the attributes of full sov­
ereignty, including the waging of war." (In Paragraph 17, 
the Mediator described the war as a defensive one.) 

Moreover, although Israel was attacked by six Arab States within a 
few hours of the proclamation of its independence, its people rose loyally to 
ita defense and not only repelled all attacks but succeeded in carrying the 
war to the enemy's territory. 

II. FIDELITY TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

1) Israel's Orientation to the United Nations• 

Israel has given ample evidence of its i ndependence and its freedom 
from the domination of fore:ign powers. The very fact that its birth was 
attended by a union of great powers which have been divided on other issues 
has developed in Israel an international attitude oriented to the United 
Nations and to that body alone. 

2) Israel's Relations with the United Nations, 

Since its establishment, the State of Israel has fully and faithfully 
responded to every decision and appeal of the United Nations and its organs. 
More than half a dozen times the State of Israel willingly complied with calls 
made upon it by the Security Council, despite the fact that those calls 
equated aggressor and victim end imposed onerous obligations and conditions 
which should have been reserved for the aggressors against Israel. This 
scrupulous and undeviating fidelity to the commands of the United Nations 
has confirmed the promise thet the United Nations would be the keystone of 
Israel's foreign policy. 

3) The Experience and Attitude of Israel's Peoples 

The people of Israel, long before the State was formed, fought for 
the cause and in the armies of the Unite() Nations. It was against the Jewish 
people that Hitler first declared war, and six million Jews perished in the 
cause for which the United Nations arose. Their contribution to victory in 
World War II, both in Palestine and on every front, was far more impressive 
than that of a number of countries which gave little or nothing to that cause 
but which nevertheless have been admitted to the United Natione. 



III. THE P RAQT,ICAL ..Q.ONSEQJZFliQES 9L. ISRAEL'S ,ADMISSION 

1) Its Significance to the United Nations, 

The admission of !s:rael to the United Nations wo11ld be an announce­
ment to the world that the United Nations is pre~ared to hono~ its commitments. 
Delay would be an act of vacillation by the General Assembly ,.,hich would 
undermine confidence 1n that body's disposition and capacity to glve effect to 
its own recommendations. Recommendations of the General Assembly would have 
little force or meaning to the nations of the world if the Assembly itself 
were to set an exaJDple of indifference to or non-compliance with its own recom­
mendations. 

2) As a Contribution to Peace• 

The most compelling reason for Iara.el' s admission is that it will, 
more than any other act at this time, stabilize the situation in the Middle 
East. Arab aggression against Israel was enco,lraged by a delusion that Israel 
could be liquidated. When the Arab States are persuaded to realize that this 
is an objective impossible of achievement by arms or by diplomatic maneuver, 
there will be a powerful incentive to reach a peaceful settlement with Israel. 
But if Israel is denied admission at the forthcoming session, uncertainty will 
continue for another year, Arab intransigen~e will be emboldened and the pros­
pects of negotiations leading to a final peace will be gravely prejudiced. 

It should be noted that the language of t he General Assembly's 
Resolution, quoted above, deliberately made the admission of the Jewish State 
independent of the establishment and acmiasion of its neighbor. 

It may be argued that Israel's admission should be deferred until an 
agreement is reached with the Arab States and until Israel has compromised its 
differences with the Arabs. 

Clearly, the situation dictates the opposite course. Agreement with 
the Arab States is far more likely to be consummated if the international 
community removes all lingering doubts of Israel's status. 

Experience in the Palestine controversy has shown that firm action 
by the United Nations and its organs facilitated progress towards a solution, 
and that equivocation and delay retarded a final and lasting settlement. 

With the existence of Israel sn immutable f~ct, the establishment or 
peaceful relations between Israel and its neighbors and the stabilization of 
the entire Middle East can beet be achieved by formal and international con­
firmation of reality - Israel1 e acceptance into the family of nations. 



To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Daie 
Manbers of American Zionist »nergency Council September 8, 1948 

Harry L. Shapiro ,., .. 

The enclosed riemorandu.111 with attachments was sent today to the Chairmen 

of Local Dnergency Co;nmi ttecs. 

ld 
encs. 



• A~ERlqAN • ZIONIST EMER6ENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

From 

MEMORANDUM 
Chainnen of Local ::Emergency Committees 

Date 
Sentember 8, 1948 • 

Harry L. Shepi ro 

Attached is a state;nent issued today by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. The latter 
part of it is an up-to-the-minute revie,·1 of our present :poli ticcl. situation 
and gives a clear indicution of the line to be followed by our constituencies 
during the coming weeks. 

A careful reading of the statement will show that we are dangerously close to 
""the position we were in on March 19th last when the Amorican Government re­
versed its policy and set in motion strenuous efforts to undo the :partition 
decision of the General Assembly. 

That we wera able to bring our Government back to a realization of its respon­
sibilities and a subseque!lt change in its attitude towards Israel is due in 
the largest measure to the loyal and effective work of the .American Jewish 
community DD.d its organized Zionist bodies. 

A similar task lies before us now. Upon the outcome of this effort rests 
not only the UN decision of November 29th, but the future of the State of 
Israel itself. America still holds the key position and if we pemit its 
actions to be dictated by :Brl tish foreign policy and other special interests, 
the result for Israel may be catastrophic. 

The followin, i~ are the tasks we must set before us and carry out ui th ever:, 
energy at our t::otrunand: 

1. l>.eqU.est every influential :nerson and organization in you.r. 
community .. _ Je,dsh and non-Jewish, civic, religious, labor - to 
wire or write to the President setting forth in clear and unmis­
takable terms that they look to him to save the :1onor and the 
pledged word of our Government by fulf'illing the promises contained 
in the Democro.ctic Party platform. 

2. Set up committees to visit ne,-,spaper edito~,s, columnists st!d 
radio commentators to bring them up to date on the issu.es involved 
and to elicit public comment favorable to our cause. Orientation 
material to aid you in this task is enclosed on the ~uestions of 
de .jure recognition, econo;.1ic aid and immigration. ("li thin a 
few deys we will send you 111aterial on admission of the State of 
Israel into the United Nations for a follow up effort.) Ple~se 
send us copies of the editorials which appee.r in your locol 
newspapers resulting from this effort. 

3. Set up committees and ask influential persons to visit the 
leaders of both political pa.rti es in your city. county ancl state. 



Remind the heads of the De:nocratic Party of the plank in their plat­
fonn which commits their Party to give poli ticc:l and econonic aid to 
the infant State. Call their attention to the glaring fact t _12t 
,,n. thin recent months the Prcsiclent of our cou.-itrJ and the hem1 of 
their Party has been strangely silent while the State Depart;:ient has 
continued its efforts to undennine the State of Israel. The loan of 
one hundred million dollars• which was promised, is now 11 post1)oned11

• 

Jet•rs in the DP camps of Europe are rest rained from exercising their 
ri~t to go to Israel. American citizens who ,,.rish to visit Isrc.el 
are denied passports und every action by the State Department is 
clearly designed to ape the pattern set up by Mr. Bevin I s Foreign 
Office . 

Remind the Republican leaders of their platform and their :pror.tl ses. 
Call their attention to the failure of any of their lea.ding s1)okes­
men to publicly mention the absence of positive and constructive 
Government action ,tl th regard to Israel. No Republican leader has 
as yet protested the fnilure of our Government to keep its pledged 
,-,ord. Ask them if this is a conspiracy of silence. If the foreign 
policy of our Government is a two-party policy then the Republi coos 
must share equally ,.J1. th the Democrats the blame for the shameful 
behavior of our State Department towards Israel and towards the 
helpless refueees ,.rho £-.re still penned up in coneen t ration crun:9s 
three years after the so-called peace. 

Every indication points to another March 19th. We are told thc.t the loan to 
Israel is to be held up pending inquiries into the stability of the State of 
Israel. Need we remind our :politicians that they did not inquire into the 
stability of Greece and China before pouring hundreds of millions of dollars 
into these countries presumably in an effort to lay a found~tion for stability. 
Heed we remind our politicians tha'l:; the United Nations Security Council specifi­
cally made provisions for the admission of men of military age into Isr~el, and 
that despite repeated assurances by Count Bernadotte that he never requested 
their exclusion, our State Department and our military authorities repeat in 
Germany and in Austria what Bevin is doing in Cyprus. 

There is much to protest and now is the time to make that protest heard and 
felt. The task is yours ancl that of the men and i-,omen of your corru:mni ty. The 
coming eight weeks ,,,ill be critical ones for Israel. We must devote ourselves 
to the tremendous job ahead. We must not fail! Please let me have a report 
from you on your activities as requested above. 

Regards. 

HLS:1U3 
En.cs. 



... 

MEHORAHDUM 

DE JUBE ~COGHITIOH OF ISRAEL 

On the day of its proclamation, May 14, 1948, the Provisional Government 
of Israel was accorded de fa~to recognition by the Government of the United States. 
Though almost four month:3 ha·re elapsed since that date, full, so-called de ,jull, 
recognition is still being withheld by our Government from Israel. 

It is often argued that the withholding of de ju.re recognition from Israel 
by the Gcvernment of the Unit;ed Gtates is due to b y::lmical reasons 0 not[J.bly to 
the 11provlsiona1" chB.:cacter of the press:1t Gove!'nment of Israel, to the a~:>seace 
of clea:rJ.y defined frontie:-s a'Yld to eener-ally unsett:'i.ed conc'li tions 1n thR.t coun~ry, 
This ar[; .. 1.ment is '.l~ea. to ina.i ~aJ'i s that t.ne wi thhold·~:ig of §.!'i~.?:'.'.£ recogr.i t~on do es 
not dar.~o·~ e a."1.y ani:mosi -ty on the part of the policy-making officials in the Depart­
ment of State toward Israel., 

The argument is totally incorrect. Full ft~i~~~ recognition has oft en been 
accorded in the past by th9 U:ii ted States to forci g~. 5t,verfa1ients whicil we-r·e })l'O-

vi sional in char act er i- a11e1. h2,·7e :ruled over an ill-•d3fi·2ed t e:i:-:ri to:i:y ~id di :3'Cti :rbed 
condi cior.1s:i These were t hJ c i rc-;.unsta'1ces in whieh the provisicn&l go·,re].'nments of 
Poland a.rid Czechoslov3.kla 1ere gi·ren full recognition after bo-:ih ivorld 'ia.J"So The 
Government of China and. the Provi £ional Government of FraT1ce uere given de j ure 
recognition in similar ciY'C"(;..rnsta.nces. 

The withholding of full recognition from Israel after months of proven 
stability ca11not therefore be ,ju.~tified bf referenc e to precedenta It is:: on the 
contrary , a11 indication tllil·c t~1e De1-, ~rtme:n.~ or St1+t ~o wpo :1e hostility to Israel is 
well known , has pr':?·trai led upon the rresidemt to withhold from Israel even that 
measure of cooreTation whi~h is normally extendec'l. to other coU!1tries, 

The situation wili appear even clearer if one considers that out of fifteen 
countries whj_ch have acco::-d.ed d.iplomatic recognition to r ~ra.el, thir•iieen have 
granted full r ccogni tto:1 0 ri'he only country beside the United States whit;!! has 
given to i ·~s :rec0gnit.im.'l a limit~d de fact..Q_ ch&.~e.cter is the Union of Soui.-h Africag 
a Dominion of the :3::.'i t1 sh Empire which, of course, is anxj_cus to bow to the 
desires of -i:,he Lonclo:..1 g0-ve.rnment. 

9 /8/48 



NOTE ON ECONOMIC AID TO ISRAEL 

Amid conflicting reports and c~eful buck-passing between the 
White House, the Department · of Sta.t'e aitd the Export.Import :Sank, one 
fact has become clear: if the Ad.ministration can get away with it, 
Israel is not going to get allY economic aid from the Government of 
the United States. The reasons used to justify this attitude shift: 
one day they are political, the next day technical, the third day 
they are due to "disturbed. conditions" in Israel, the fourth day 
Kthe loan application is still under study." It is difficult to 
pin down the precise re~son. just as it is difficult to pin down 
the Darty reSPonsible for this denial of economic aid. But the fact - -remains. 

It is perhaps unnecessary• at this late date, to ta,ke the reasons 
too seriously. Most people a.re auare by now that they a.re mere alibis. 
Still, let us keep some comparisons in mind. 

Fierce civil wars ra.ge in China and in Gree-ce, and yet these 
countries receive economic aid. But Israel, where there reigns 
complete internal peace• is deemed too "disturbed" to be eligible 
for aid. 

The Arab countries are still engaged in open aggression. Their 
armies are on the soil of Palestine, not a day passes without Jews 
or United Nations personnel dying from their bullets, they interfere 
with .American and foreign shipping, and they keep their Jewish inhab­
itants in a state of abject terroro .And yet these countries are con­
sidered eligible for American economic aid in different forms. But 
Israel is offered one postponement after another, one excuse after 
another. 

Behind the scene~, the explanation is whispered that the United 
States and Great Britain wish to coordinate their policies on this 
issues America should withhold assistance from Israel, while Britain 
would withhold aid from the Arabs. :Sut this exPlanation too is un-- . 
true. Economic aid to Arabs is given both by .America and by Britain. 
Military aid by Britain to Transjordan has been resumed. The truth 
is that Israel is being singled out for economic discrimination. 
Almost alone of all the countries outside the Soviet bloc it is 
denied American aid, despite the pledges to the contrary. The ex­
planations vary, the denial remains. 

9/8/48 



MEl{Ofu\llDlJM 

THE AMERIO.AU ATTITtDE ON TBAVEL TO ISRAEL 

Two measures of far-reaching importance have been tal·en by our Government 
toward Israel. On the one hand, the Department of State is ,1ithholc1ing passports 
from .American citizens desirous of visiting Israel, especielly if the visitors 
are men between the ages of 13 and 45. On the other hand, the scri1e Department 
has issued instructions to the authorities of the American zone of occupation 
in Europe to restrict the emigration of Jewish Displaced Persons bet,-reen the 
ages of 18 and 45 to Palestine. 

These two acts, better than any ,..,ords, illustrate the ree,l attitud.e of the 
Department of State toward Isreel~ There is nothine in the truce resolution of 
the United Uations that would justify individual countries in toking such a 
course. On the contrary, a proposal to restrict the admission to Isr~--,el of 
persons of militarJ age was debat~d and rejected by the Council, ffi1 d the resolu­
tion expressly provides for the conditions under \•1hich persons of military aee 
entering Israel in the course ~f the truce should be prevented from obtaining 
military training or joining military forces. 

In taking the two steps named above, the Department of State is therefore 
not acting 1.n accordnnce i·1i th a Security Cotmcil resolution. The attempt of the 
Department to place part of the responsibility for these acts on Count Bernadotte, 
the United Nations Hediator, by leaving it to him whether 11 clea.rance 11 is to be 
given to immigrants of military aee to proceed to Israel is ingenious but hardly 
convincing. Since the Truco Resolution does not give the Count uny powers to 
control immigration to Israel, such powers can certainly not be given to him by 
the Department of State in Uashington, At best, the Oount is used by the Depart­
ment for buck-pa:;;sing pUlJ)Oses. At worst, the Department is engaged in collusion 
'1i th the Count to misinterpret the meaning of the UN reoolution. 

The action of the Department of State is calculated to interfere ,-,i th the 
rir)lt of Americnn citizens to visit freely a friendly country, to hann the legiti­
mate interests of Israel, and -- above all -- to deny the hope of the Displaced 
J eHs of Europe. 

This latter aspect, coming a~ it does after years of insistence by President 
Truman that the humanitarian task of pennitting the Jewish Displaced Persons to 
go to Palestine ought not to bo postponed on account of political considerations, 
is particularly obnoxious. As the New York Herald-Tribune pointed out edi tori all: 
on September 6th, this act of the United States Government is similar to British 
practice on Cy-prus. As Great Britain has become the jailer of Jcui sh refugees 
on that island, so, but on a. much larger scale, are the pro-:Sri tt sh and pre-Arab 
officials of the State Department makin6 President Truman the jailer of the 
multitudes of Je,'lish refugees in the American Zone of occupation. 

* •• * • 

9/8/48 
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Remind the heads of the De:·aocratic Party of the plank in their plat­
form which commits their Party to give J>Olitic[;l f.l!ld econor:1ic aid to 
the infant State. Call their c.ttention to the glaring f act t _1r- t 
within recent months the Prcsiclent of our cou..'1.trJ and the hec.cl of 
their Party has been strangely silent while the State Depart~:1ent has 
con tinuecl its efforts to U.."ldemine the State of Israel. Tl1e loan of 
0ne hundred Million dollars, which was promised, is now "1?ost1)oned11

• 

JeHs in the DP camps of Europe are restrained from exercising their 
right to go to Israel. American citizens who ,tish to visit Isro..el 
are denied passports ond every action by the State Departnent is 
clearly designed to ape the pattern sE't up by Mr. Bevin I s Foreign 
Office. 

:Remind the Republican leaders of their platfonn and their pror.1i sos. 
Call their attention to the failure of any of their leading S]?Okes­
men to publicly mention the absence of positive and constructive 
Government action ,-n. th regard to Israel. No Republican leader has 
as yet protested the failure of our Government to keep its pledged 
,-,ord. Ask them if this is a conspiracy of silence. If the foreign 
policy of our Government is a two-party policy then the RepublicDns 
must share equally ,-,i th the Democrats t:ie blar.ie for the shmneful 
behavior of our State Department towards Israel and towards the 
helpless refue;ees ,-,ho e.re still penned up in concentration com:9 s 
three years after the so-called pence. 

Every indication points to Dnother March 19th. We a re told th t·,t the loan to 
Israel is to be held up pending inquiries into tne stability of the State of 
Israel. Heed .,e remind ou1" politicians that they did not inquire into the 
stability of Greece and China before pouring hundreds of millions oi dollars 
into these countries presumably in an effort to lay a foundation for stability. 
Heed we remind our poli ticiruis that the United Nations Security Council specifi­
cally made provisions for the a~~ission of men of militarJ age into Isroel, and 
that despite repeated assurances by Count Ben1adotte that he never requested 
their exclusiont our State DepartMent and our military authorities re:peat in 
Germany and in Austria what :Bevin is doing in CyPrus. 

There is much to protest and no\·1 is the time to make that protest he2..rd and 
felt. The task is yours and that of the men and women of your commmi ty. The 
coming eigp.t weeks -,ill be critical ones for Israel. We must devote ourselves 
to the tremendous job ahead. i'le must not fail! Please let me h ave a report 
from you on your acti-v-i ties as requested above. 

Regards. 

HLS:PJ3 
Encs. 



DE JURE ill:COG1HTIQU OF ISP.AEL 

On the day of its proclamation 9 May 14, 1948, the Provisional Government 
of Israel was accorded de facto recognition by the Government of the United States. 
Though almost four months have elapsed since that date , full, so-called de Jure, 
recognition is still being v7ithheld by our r.TOvernme.,nt from Israel. 

It is often argn ed that the withholding of de jure recognition from Israel 
by the Government of the United States is due to technicnl reasons, notably to 
the "provisional" character of the present Gover!lment of Israel, to the absence 
of clearly defined frontiers and to Generally unsettled conditions in that country. 
This argument is used to in<!-icate that the withholding of de .iure recognition does 
not denote ariy animosity on the part of tha policy-T"lP.king officials in the Depart­
ment of State toward Israel. 

The argument is totally incor:rect. Full de ,jure recognition has often been 
accorded in the past by the United States to foreign governments which were pro­
visional in character·, a11d have ruled over an ill-defined territory amid disturbed 
conditions, These were the circurnstaYJces in \7hich the provisional eovernments of 
Poland and Czechoslovakia were given full recognition after both World Wars. The 
Government of China and the Provisional Government of Fra11.ce were given de jure 
recognition in similar circumstances. 

The withholding of full recognition from Israel after months of proven 
stability ca~not therefore be justified by reference to precedent. It is, on the 
contrary, an indication that the Department of State, whose hostility to Israel is 
well knovm, has prevailed upon the Presldent to withhold from Israel even that 
measure of cooperation which is norme.lly extended to other countries. 

The situation wili appear even clearer if one considers that out of fifteen 
countries which have accorded diplomatic recognition to Israel, thirteen have 
gra11.ted full recognition. The only country beside the United Staten which has 
given to its recognition a lirnit~d de fa.etc character is the Union of South Africa., 
a Dominion of the British F.m:pire which, of course, is anxious to bow to the 
desires of the London government . 
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NOTE ON ECONOMIC .AID TO ISRAEL 

Amid conflicting reports and c~eful buck-passing between the 
White House, the Department of State and the Export-Import Bank, one 
fact has become clear: if the Ad.ministration can get away mth it, 
Israel is not going to get any economic aid from the Government of 
the United States. The reasons used to justify this attitude shift: 
one day they are politicc.l, the next da:, technical, the third day 
they are due to "disturbed conditions" in Israel, the fourth day 
•the loan application is still under study." It is difficult to 
pin down the precise reason, just as it is difficult to pin down 
the party responsible for this denial of economic aid. But the fact 
remains. 

It is perhaps unnecessary, at this late date, to take the reasons 
too seriously. Most people are aware by now that they are mere alibis. 
Still, let us keep some comparisons in mind. 

Fierce civil wars r~e in China and in Greece, and yet these 
countries receive economic aid. :But Isrt1el, where there reigns 
complete internal peace, is deemed too "disturbed" to be eligible 
for aid. 

The Arab countries are still engaged in open aggression. Their 
~ies are on the soil of Palestine, not a day passes without Je\1s 
or United Nations persctinel dying from their bullets, they interfere 
with American and foreign shipping, and they keep their Jewish inhab­
itants in a state of abject terror • .And yet these countries are con­
sidered eligible for American economic aid in different forms. But 
Israel is offered one postponement after another, one excuse after 
another. 

Behind the scenes, the explanation is whispered that the United 
States and Great Britain wish to coordinate their policies on this 
issues .America should withhold assistance from Israel, while :Britain 
would withhold aid from the Arabs. But this explanation too is un­
true. Economic aid to Arabs is given both by America and by Britain. 
Military aid by :Britain to Transjordan has been resumed. The truth 
is that Israel is being singled out for economic discrimination. 
Almost alone of all the countries outside the Soviet bloc it is 
denied American aid• despite the :pledges to the contrary. The ex­
planations vary, the denial remains • 

• • • • • 
9/8/48 



MFl~ORANDUM 

THE AMERICAU ATTITUDE ON TP.AVEL TO ISRA~ 

Two measures of fal'"-reaching iMportance have been taken by our Government 
toward Israel. On the one hand, the Department of State is withholc1ing passports 
from .American citizens desirous of visiting Israel, especially if the visitors 
are men between the ages of 18 and 45. On the other hand, the Sc'.."Ile Department 
has issued instructions to the authorities of the .American zone of occupation 
in Europe to restrict the anigra.tion of Jewish Displaced Persons bet\·1een the 
ages of 18 and 45 to Palestine. 

These two acts, better than any words, illustrate the real attitude of the 
Department of State toward IsraelQ There is nothini in the tru.ce resolution of 
the United nations that would justify individual countries in tokin6 such a 
course. On the contrary, a proposal to restrict the admission to Isrc .. el of 
persons of milita!"'IJ age was debated and rejected by the Council, natl the resolu­
tion expressly provides for the conditions under which persons of r.1ili tary age 
entering Israel in the course of the truce should be prevented from obtaining 
military training or joining military forces. 

In taking the two steps named above, ·the Department of State is therefore 
not acting in accordance ,-,i th a Security Council resolution. The atte.rnpt of the 
Department to place part of the responsibility for these acts on Count Bernadotte, 
the United Nations Mediator, by leaving it to him whether "clearance" is to be 
given to immigrants of military ar.;e to proceed to Israel is ingenious but hardly 
convincing. Since the T1uce Resolution does not give the Count nny powers to 
control immigration to Israel, such powers can certainly not be given to him by 
the Department of State in 1'Tashington. At best, the Oount is used by the Depart­
ment for buck-pa:3sing purposes. At worst, the Department is encaged in collusion 
ui th the Count to misinte?j_)ret the mea.'1ing of the UN reoolution. 

The action of the Department of State is calculated to interfere with the 
rif)lt of American citizens to visit freely a friendly country, to hann the legiti­
mate interests of Israel, and -- above all -- to deny the hope of the Displaced 
J eus of Europe. 

This latter aspect, coming as it does after years of insistence by President 
Truman that the humanitarian task of pennitting the Jewish Displaced Persons to 
go to Palestine 011ght not to bo postponed on account of political considerations, 
is particularly obnoxious. ~s the New York Herald-Tribune pointed out editorially 
on September 6th, this act of the United States Government is similar to British 
practice on Cy:prus. As Great :Sri tain has become the jailer of Joui sh refugees 
on that island, so, but on a much larger scale, are the pro-:Srittsh mid pro-Arab 
officials of the State Department making President Truman the jailer of the 
multitudes of' Je,.dsh refugees in the American Zone of occupation. 
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STATEMENT OF THE GOVERIJ!:CENT OF ISRAEL 
'71TH Ra'KlEUCE TO TPE ]ErllJ.ADOTTE PLAN, 

ISSUED rn PARIS S:EPTEMBER 22, 1948 

The Israeli government is giving the most serious study to Count Bernadotte•s 
important report to tho General Assembly. The people of Israel are eager for peace 
~ith their Arab neighbors, and they will earnestly explore all proposals which are 
put f orw1ard as a basis for a final and lasting peace. 

rlhile it is TTelcome that the report expresses the central fact of Israel's 
independence and vitality as a state, it would nevertheless be prematurP- at t his 
st::i.e-e to accept its cm1clusions in their entirety. Careful study anfl discussion 
are obviously essential. 

Thus, one of the conclusions which calls for the most critical scrutiny is 
the s11ggestion that the IJegeb be e}:cised from the state of I sraelo The United 
lJatio!ls special committee on Palestine, after an exhaustive study of tho Pnlestine 
problem, recom nended that the territ0ry of th8 lJ()geb be included in the Je,.1ish 
~tateu Tr.is recomr.endation wa::; accepted by the General Ass tmbly -, To exclude the 
Fegeb from the ~tate of Israel would be to ta.re array tno-thircls of its area, to 
reduce it t9 a miniature state, to co!Jstrict its grorrth and to deny to the Jewish 
people the only available land reserve which offers the prospects of large-scale 
development. 

In any discussion of the repo!"t 1 the future of J erusalem will be the subject 
of special interest. Besieged by foreign .!\rab armies 0 t,he people of Jerusa1em were 
cut off from food a~d water, suffering ma~y casualties, and 1cre finally rescued 
from starva~ion and death only because the State of Israel established a land bridge 
from the coast. Under the circwnsta"'.ces, the people of Israel .'\nd especially of 
Jerusalem uill not loo!c i:-dth equanimity on any plan ,l'lhich -r.o-.1ld jeopardize the fate 
of the 90,000 Jewish inhabitants of that city by cutting them off from direct 
contact ~ith Israel. 

The governrient of Israel 't"1ill presW!lably have an opportunity of making its 
official comment on these and other importe.nt features of the r0port before the 
appropriate orga"'ls of the General Assembly. 



AUOTHER REVERSAL -- .AUOTHER BETRAYAL 

In a sudden burst of speed, the British Government aYld our . Adr1ini tra­
tion are seeking to bring about the earliest aclo~:tion of the last Bernacl0tte 
proposals on Pa1.estine b~" the General Anse;1bly of t he United Uatim1s~ The 
Bernadotte re_f)ort recommends that the Uee;ev 11 consistin~ of two-thirds of the 
State of Israel as set 1p by the United 'i!ations Resolution of 1 0 vember 29 , 1947, 
should be torn away fro!ll Israel and ha1.1ded over to the Arab invaders, i) re::'er n.bly 
Tr::msjordan. It also p:"opo es that Jerusalem be pl~ced under United 1 at ions 
control, without any corridor con!1ecting it with Israel. 

These proposals v,e::-;re put for ;;iard by Count Bernadotte merely s a 
basis for discussion, as his report ma1-.:es cleR.r. ...{or·evor, both Foreign Secretary 
Bevin and Secretary of State ?.!arsholl 1 av e c~ toseH to i.r~nore that fact a-rid have 
urged acceptance of the Bel'nadotte :1,)J.an in to°tQ• :rhe reason for this bl'l..'rlket 
endorsement and for their haste in trying to ~chicve t he immediate aao1)tion of 
the pla.Yl is transparent. Tl•e British Foreign Of.:• ic0, v:hose longst3!1d.ing hostility 
to the Je,:;iish $tate has pro9-uced a lamentable record 0f deceit~ is curre!1tly try­
ing to make cap it nl out of the ar:3sassi!lation of Co-int Bff."nadotte -- and our State 
Department is collaborating. They are attempting to r~ilroad Count ]ernadotte 9 s 
pla.TJ. through tl e General .A.ssembly -- as a mom1ment to his memory -- while his 
tragic death is still fresh in ti1e J)ublic mindc 

Su~h cynicnl exploitation of. a criminal act, cornmi tted by outlar,·s v,hom 
the State of Israel is trying to hunt down and root out, is rihat ve have come to 
expect of Mr . Bevin• s .,,o reign Office, :But it is unyrorthy of our country an its 
traditions of justice. We do not t link 1 e aro f.l.{'l{in6 too much ihen i::,e call u:)on 
the United States Government to d.eol with the l3ernn.c.otte proposals solely on 
their merits and quite apart from the traeedy of Sept ember 17 • 

..A..Yl Unjust, Unworkr1bl e Plan 

When viewed objectively and dispassionately, the Bernarlotte plcn is 
ma.Ylifestly u..Y1just a-rid 1.muorkable. By cutting ,lVlay the i~egev from I s~ael, the 
plan ,1ould reduce the Jewish ~tate j_n size b~" no less t h:m 3800 square miles, 
while a mere 420 square miles of rocky ana. hilly vrostern Galilee \10ula be added 
to it 11 in compensation". Thnc , the entire State of Israel r10'1ld consist of 
approximately 2400 square miles -- a tiny area incapable of absorbing and support­
ing the hundreds of thousands of J ewish refueees who are desperately seeh.i~g 
emigration to Israel. 

M0reover , if it were rrmoved from Israel the Negev would be doomed to 
remain a desert wasteland; for the Je,1s alone axe prepnred to ma1~e it habitable 
by costly and exten!:livo irrigation projects -- sonething which is not to be ex­
pected from King .Abdullah, whose 351 000 sq_uare miles nre largely underpopulated 
and uncultivated. 

Not to be overloo~:ed also i~ the fact that cutti!1g m1ay the :;.regev w9uld 
deprive Israel of the waters and minerals of the Dead Sea a.nd thereby seal off 
a..l'l important avenue for economic developnent which ti1e new state sorely need~e 
It would also deprive Israel of access to the Red Sea and rAndcr it extremely 
difficult for Ioraol to engage in commerce ;vith tho Far East a.lld uit.Ll Africa . ., 
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Perhaps one of the real reasons why it is now pro,osed to ta1~e the 
lJegev from Israel and hand it over to :§.ritai~•~nuppet, Abdullah, is to be found 
in recent reports of oil deposits in that area. Surely the industry of Israel 
could use such a fuel reserve \"Ti thout remaining forever at the r11ercy of :British­
Arab production in Iraq. 

Last year the British induced our· State Department to argue in the 
United IJations that the Negev shou.ld be removed from the Jewish state area. 
After the Jewish .Agency agreed to the transfer of sizable portions of the !Jegev 
to the Arab state~ the State Department ceased its agitation. On 1Jovember 22, 
1947 Herschel V. tTohnson, our delego.t e to th8 United Hat ions, declared: "We 
think that the Jewish .Agency has made, from its point of view, an equitable and 
fair proposal, and whatever reservation the united States delegation maintains 
with respect to this area (the lJegev) ic witi.1d.rawn." 

Ha.s anything happened ~ince Hovember 82, 1947 to warrc:L!lt a chaYJ.ge of 
this clearly-expressed attitude on the question of the IJegev? Why, then, should 
our Government be a party to the latest British attempt to cripple Israel? 

~he Jerusa1 em Pronosal 

The Bez·nadotte proposal regarding Jerusalem is surely the most unreal­
istic of statements when viewed against the bacJ:ground of recent events in the 
Holy City. After having repulsed the wanton attacks of the British-led, British­
supplied Arab Legion and after having endured months of siege a~d privation, the 
Jews of Jerusalem will hardly consent to leave tta!r city unprotected in the 
midst of hostile Arab surrou.11dings, unc~nnected with the State of Israel, and with 
no g1 .. e~ter security for life and property than i'TOUld be forthcoming from the 
nominal II control" of the United lJations. The J ews of Jerusalem arid of Israel 
know only too well what it m8aJ1s to be dependent on .Ara,b respect for United Hatio~s 
authvri ty. The e.lmo st daily flaunting of that authority by the Arabs has not 
served to reassure them that a. better attitude '1ill be demonstrated in the future. 
The Jews know that it was their o•.1n streueth -- their fiiht on the battJ.efields 
against ovf>r11helming odds -- rather than U~i t ed IJat ions 11 control II which saved New 
Jerusalem and its inhabitants from destrnction, They are not prepared to expose 
th ems elves to such murderous at tacks again. 

Israel Can..YJ.ot S1tbmi t 

For all of these · reason~ -- and there are many more~- Count Bernadotte1 s 
proposals must be rej ectea. It should be added that the British and American 
officials v,ho are now vrorking for the adoption of this pla.."1 are incredibly naive 
if they expect Israel to submit to it. j_Jo self-respecting nation would passively 
accept its own dismemberment -- encl Israel is as elf-respecting natiOll, Having 
successfully defended their political independence, having spilled t} e~r blood 
in expelling the invaders from their t erri tor,f, the citizens of Israel will surely 
not permit ru1y part of their land t.o be presented to a..'1. Arab potentate. They had 
accepted the United nations partition decision of Uovember 29, 1947 - at great 
sacrifice to.their lee;iti.mate rights and aspirati0ns -- because t};eybelieved that 
this wos a final compromise solution, :Sut they will not accept a .:_third partition 
of Palestine. 
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The United nations should cnnsider well the fnll inwlications of the 
proposals which ·Mr. Bevin ana. Mr. Hart~hall have endorsed. so heartily. i7tat they 
are suggesting is that military aggressol"s receive in a gift packc>ge what th~y 
failed. to win by force of a~s, and that a nation v:-hich successful+Y def ended 
tts territory aeainst international gangsterism be penalized for its efforts. 
That, in effoct, is what Mr. :Bevin and Mr. Marshall are advocating. We fervently 
hope that the United nations will refuse to become a party to this immoral scheme. 

The Bernadotte recoi.IlMendati.ons 9-0 not even poss'3ss the virtue 9f Arnb 
agreement to commend them to the serious atte.1tion of the Unit~d Haticn. s. The 
Arabs have already rejected. the p:·oposr~s. T:1e :BernE1.dotte report and Hr" Bevin's 
statement make it clear th::\t the plan ~ould have to be imoosfili. If a soliltion is 
to be imposed :l.n Palestine, why not that solution which has the bacl:.:ing of world 
op5.nion -- the United nations decision of Uo"l'P.ruber 29 1 1947? Why does Mr. 
Marshall seemi!1gly p:i. .. efer to impose a new, unjust, unworkable plan rather than a 
just, workable compromise wl:ich has received the overwhelliling a:pproval of the 
nations of the world, including the United States? 

The L[l.te~t Pl-edge and t_1e Latest P~rfonnanc~ 

Hr. Marshall's unequivocal endor~emont of the Bernadotte report can only 
be regarded as a.."lother un·.1arranted rovers~l of TJ1.Litec.i. $tates policy, such as took 
place on March 19, when the Aamini stration sndd~nly attempted to scuttle the parti­
tion d.ecision and proposed a trusteeship :or Pales'· ine. 

President Tr1ui1an is sGeking re-elect ion on a plo.tfo:rm which declares: 
11We approve the clain:s {.' f the State of Israel to the 'hc,un.darie~ set forth in the 
United l!at ion3 Resolut: 0n of IJ0 V"em"crnr 29 Rnd co .1s irl.er t hat nodifi~ation thereof 
sl ould be made only if fully acceptable to the State of Israelo" 

How does President Truman reconcile this plainly-stated pledge with the 
position trucen by h:l s Secretary of St3.te? 

The American people have a right to know. 

9/29/48 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
1 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of .American Zionist Emergency CouncilPate 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

October 7, 1948 

The enclosed nemorandum with attachnen.t was sent todey- to the Chai men 
of Local :Blnergcncy Cormittees. 
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-en.cs. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 7, 1948 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Att ached is a memorandum prepared by the Israel Mission to the United 

Nations. It states in detail the importance of the Negev to Israel. 

It would be helpful if the infomation which it contain~ could be 
trans~itted to newsp~per editors and radio com..CTentatorse 

Regards. 

HLS:RB 
Enc. 



- MEMORANDUM~ 

l'HE IMP ORTAN QE OF THE NEQEV TQ THE STATE OF ISRAEL. 

' l I 

1. The territorial changes proposed in the Mediator's report result in 
an entirely inequitable apportionment of land bet~een Israel and the neighbouring 
Arab State. They would cut off about two-thirds of lsrael 1s territory, deprive 
her of the only land reserves available for development, cripple existing and 
potential prospects for the ecil~ntific utilisation of natural resources, and stunt 
Israel's progress and growth fo~ generations to come, The beneficiary of these 
changes, which, according to thn plan is to be an enlarged state of Transjordan, 
emergee from the proposed arranr,ement with an area more than 19 times that of the 
State of Israel. 

2. It is for these reauons, wnich are elaborated upon in this memorandum 
that the government of Israel '11.11 oppose any plan separating the Negev or any 
part of it from the territory of the State of Israel. 

Area 

3. The area of the Palestine Mandate was first partitioned in 1922, when 
more than three-fourths of the country - some 34,740 square miles - were excluded 
from the main provisions of the Mandate to form what is now known as Transjordan. 
The area or Pal~stine remaining for Jewish settlement was thus reduced to about 
10,000 square miles. In the second partition of Palestine, approved by the General 
Assembly last November 29th, 194~·, about &,678 square miles were assigned to the 
Jewish State. However, of this nrea, more than 3,800 square miles are in the Negev, 
the undeveloped area of Southern Palestine. 

4. fhe Mediator's repo~t now proposes not an adjustment of the situation 
but an entirely new partition plan under which Israel would be granted Western 
Galilee (most of which she now ocrupies and controls), but would lose not only the 
entire Negev, but also a part of South Judea. The net result would be to reduce 
Israel's territory to an area o~ about 2,180 equare miles. On the other hand, 
Transjordan would under the plan gain all the Arab areas of Palestine, as well as 
the Negev, and her total area would approximate 42,500 square miles. 

f PllYl-ation 

5. The incongruity of this territorial division becomes even more glaring 
when one takes into account that Tran&Jordan's existing population is about 
350,000 (to which would now be added the 600,000 or 700,000 Arabs of Arab Pales­
tine) whereas the Jewish population or Israel is already close to the 800,000 mark, 
and constantly expanding by the immigration of Jews in need of a homeland. 

kftnd Use 

6. The foregoing quantitative considerations are themselves startling 
and compelling arguments against any such drastic revision of the United Nations 
partition plan, but of even greater significance is an examination of the uses to 
which the lands in question may be put. According to a statement by Justice Emil 
Sandstroem or Sweden, the Chairman of the United Nations Special Committee on 
Palestine, the UNSCOP had considered that sinoe the cost would be considerable, 
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it would not be possible for the Arabs to develop the Negev area, which had in 
consequence been assigned to the Jewish State. Transjordan is already the 
possessor of large tracts of barren land. Its annexation of the Negev would mean 
nothing more than the acquisition of another item in a collection of arid and un­
cultivated wastes. Humanity would gain nothing from the perpetuation of sterility. 
But for Israel, the Negev holds out the promise of agricultural, scientific, in­
dustrial and economic development, with important benefits to the Near East as a 
whole. 

Agriculture and Indystry 

7. Israel has an urgent need for land upon which to settle the many 
hundreds of thousands of Jews who will immigrate in the next few decades. The 
soil of the Negev, neglected for many centuries, is itself arable. The factors 
for development of this area are water and the ingenuity to unite it with the soil. 
In 1943, the Jews successfully established three experimental settlements in the 
Negev. Another 15 were established toward the end of 1946. Today there are 27. 
Water is made available by pipeline, and by the capture and storage of winter 
rains in reservoirs. Thus, at Revivim, the southet'nmooc, Jewish settlement, the 
United Nations Special Committee on Palestine in 1947 inspected a large dam and 
reservoir and witnessed the fruits of this agricultural venture. Moreover, for 
several years, engineers have been at work on plans for large-scale irrigation 
projects which will open large tracts of land for new settlement. The hydro­
electric development involved in these irrigation pl.ans will bring low-cost power 
to the Negev, and furnish an economic base for industrial enterprise. To put 
these areas of Jewish settlement under the political dominat;i.on of an Arab ruler 
would be sowing the seeds of fresh conflict. To sever the Negev from Israel is 
to separate it from those whose needs guarantee its maximum use. 

8. In previous discussion of the Palestine problem it has been argued on 
the Arab side that the pressure of Jewish immigration would force the Jewish State 
to become expansionist, and to threaten the existing territory of the Arab States. 
If the land reserve of the Negev were taken away from the State of Israel, and this 
large area ceases to be available for Jewish settlement, Arab fears would be 
intensified, and the prospects of pacific co-operation between ~srael and its 
neighbours would be prejudiced. It must be emphasised that the inclusion of the 
Negev in the State or lsrael is the population safety-valve for any partition plan, 
and therefore a major factor making for peace and operating against population 
pressure. 

N,atural Resources 

9. Much of the Negev is unknown and unexplored. As a result of Jewish 
effort and expenditure, some signs of mineral wealth have been noted. Whether the 
Negev has oil or mineral resources in any significant quantity is undetermined; 
but if such is the fact, it would be inequitable to deny the State of Israel a 
potential so essential for its development. The State of Israel has no coal or 
iron, nor any important mineral deposit. Its manufactures and industry are there­
fore dependent in considerable measure on the import of raw materials. The small 
size of the Jewish State limits its agricultural development. Accordingly, all 
industrial resources must be exploited to their utmost. The proper scientific 
utilisation of the Negev's resources would help balance the Israeli economy. In 
this connection, it is relevant to point out that the Arab States are already rich 
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in oil, and should not be permitted a monopoly on all potential oil sources. 

Dead Sea 

10. A major industry in Palestine has been the extraction of potassium 
and sodium salts from the Dead Sea by the Palestine Potash Company, which is a 
largely Jewish enterprise. The Company had plants at both ends of the Dead Sea. 
Under the partition plan approved by the General Assembly last fall, the northern 
plant was to be left in the Arab State (it has since been destroyed thanks to the 
initiative of the Transjordan Arab Legion). But the Gene1·al Assembly deliberately 
revised the boundary lines between the two states to ensure that the southern 
plant would be in the State of Israel, and that a stretch of west coast of the 
Dead Sea would be in Israeli territory, to be available for the expansion of the 
potash plant. Buf if the Negev were to be taken from Israel, then all access to 
the Dead Sea would be denied, and Israel would lose one of its major industries 
and one of its most important exports. 

11. Severance of the Negev from Israel would also cut off Aqaba, once 
King Solomon's seaport on the Red Sea. The waters here teem with fish, and there 
are possibilities for large-scale commercial exploitation of a. natural resource 
now neglected. The vital importance of Aqaba to Israel's future is recognized by 
all who foresee the expansion of commerce and industry in Israel, and the building 
of rail and highway communications across the Negev. Under Israeli control, Aqaba 
is to be developed as a port and will be Israel's outlet to South Africa. and "the 
Indian Ocean - Israel's window to the Orient. 

Conclusiqn 

12. These are but a few of the considerations which played a part in the 
decision of UNSCOP and later of the General Assembly to award the Negev to Israel. 
They are considerations which cannot be brushed aside. The Negev is juridically 
an integral part of Israel's territory and cannot, within the terms of the Charter, 
be cut off without Israel's consent. Nothing has happened to weaken the legal or 
moral validity of the General Assembly's decision in this regard. The Arab States 
resorted to armed force to resist it, but they failed. Not a single Negev settle­
ment within the boundaries of the State of Isrnel fell into Arab hands, nor are 
the Arabs in control of any part of the Negev contained within Israel. It would 
be a grotesque paradox if the General Assembly ~ould now obligingly turn the defeat 
of Arab aggression into victory, and grant to the Arab States the very fruits they 
failed to wrest in a war fought against no less than the authority and judgment 
of the General Assembly itself. 
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October 22, 1948 
Hon. Dean Al.fange, Chainnan 
.American Christian Palestine Committee 
9 East 40 Street 
Mew York, N • Y. 

Dear Dean: 

I have your letter of October 20 and. I want to nssnre yon thr..t I, 
too, have been deeply di sturb0d by the even ts in Pales tine. .As 
you knO\·', I he~e al·•mys felt the Jewish :neople are entitled to a 
homeland in Pa1e£tine uhich ,-10uld be politically and economicnlly 
stable. My views have been clearly e::pressed over the years o.nd 
I did, indeed, approve the majority report of the United Nations 
Special Committee ,1hich recommend.eel partition of Palestine. 

In my acceptarace speech at PhilA.delphia I pledged my whole-hearted 
support of the Republican platform and that certainly included the 
Palestine plank. try position today i J the same. 

The Jews have brou:g1t twentieth centu~r ci vllization to Palestine. 
They have sho,-,n that the Holy Land can be industrious and abundvnt. 
Since the crention of Israel the Je,.,,ish peo11le ha.ve made great 
sacrifices for their goal of independence and freedo~. 

Orgmiizations such as the American Christion Palestine Committee 
of Ne\•1 York can give great moral SUJ;>:,oort to the people of Israel 
in attaining their ob,jecti ves -- peace and security in their 
he.rd-won homeland. To\:ard that end I wish them every success. 

Since rel:r , 

Th mas E. Dewey 

... -- ... 

The Neu York Heralr.,..Tribun~ of Saturday. October 23 reported Govemor Deuey 1 s 
action as follows: 

DEWEY STANDS BY UN FLAN ON PALESTINE 

By Hurray Sn:rder 

Gove1nor Thomas E. De,-,ey in effect repudiated the Truman Mminis­
tration1 s Palestine policy yesterday. 

Without referring directly to the Jdmtnistrntion 1s indorsern.ent 
of the Bernadotte plan to ta!·~e the Negeb region awcy from Israel, 
the Governor said his own position in supr>ort of the original 
United Nations pa.rti tion plan was unchanged. 

He reaffi nned his n,.,,holehearted sn.pport" of the Republican 
platfonn pledge last June of "full reco01ition {to Israel) ,11th 
its boundaries as saneti0ned by the United Nations and aid in 
developing its economy". 

He recalled that he previously had approved the t>n partition 
recommendations, and ranking Republicans, ,-,ho had soud;1t a 
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reG!ffinnation of his position for its camraign value, sa\d the..t in 
this statement of a)J11ro,;al, issued SeJ:)tember 11, 1947, he said: 
11 It may be that certain adj 11stments ,..rill have to be made in the 
actual boundaries, but, on the face of it, the po.rti. tion reconirnndeCL 
seems a minimum for J e,-rl. cll need.sli ~ 

This major break betueen the Rep11bl-:.can Pres5.dential candidn.te and 
the Democrats on foreign policy was disclosed in an e:x-chnnge 0f 
letters bet,-:een I-.r. Dewey and rean Alfange, chai nnaJ1 of the .Ar.1erl C('n 

Christian Palestine Committee of Hew York. The let+,ers were re:_'l_c o.::;ed 
at De,-rey-Warren headq_uarters at the Hotel Roosevelt. 

It was regardecl as of partj.cular significance because, if l tro De,:ey 
is elected on Movember 2, rds policy is likely to sup~rsed.e the 
present policy of the United. States ,,:hen the Gen oral Asr::embly be.sins 
its postponed disc~ssion of the Pclestifie question.oe 

- ... - -
President Truman issuecl his stace~ent on Sw1da;r, October 24. The full text 
follows: 

The Republican candidate for President ha.s seen fit to releo.:,e a 
statement with reference to Pale~tine. This statement is in the 
foun of a letter dated October 22, 1948, ten dE\fs before the 
election. 

I had hoped our foreign affairs could. continue to be hnndled on 
a non:!_lartislln basis uithout being in.~ected into the Presidential 
campaign. The Re1:iublican canc.idate' s st at ment. however, makes 
it necessary for me to reiterate my O\·.rn posi t 1.on ·11th respect to 
Palestine. 

I stand squarely on the provis:i.ons covering Israel in the Deto­
cratic platfonn. 

I approved the provisions on Isro.el at the time they were ,-,ritten. 
! reaffi nn that approval nou. 

So that everyone mey be familiar ,,.,i th my position, I set out here 
the Democratic platfonn on Israel: 

"President 'l'ruman, by gre.11t ing immediate recognition to 
Israel, led the ,!orld in extendinc frier~dshtp and welcome 
to a people who have long soll&l t and justly deserve freedora 
and indepenclence. 

"We pledge full rccogni tion to the State of Isre,el. 11e . 
affi nn our pride that the Uni 'ced States, under the J.ea0.er­
ship of Presid.ent Truman, played a lead~ng role in the 
adoption of the rosolutj.on of Nove1nber G9, 1947, by the 
United Nations Gen.ern.l Assembly for tho creation of a. 
J e\• i sh State. 

"Ue approve the cla.im of the State of Israel to the 
boundaries set forth in the United NE..ti0ns• resolutlon 
of November 29 and cons~.der that morl.ifj. ce.t:i.ons thereof 
should be made only if fully accept able to tile Sta~e of 
Israel. 
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11 We look forward to the admission of the State of Isrnel 
to t he Uni tcd iiations and its full :participation in the 
international community of nations. Ue pledge appropriate 
aid to the St'.1te of Israel in developing its economy and 
resourceso 

"i·Te favor the revision of the arms embargo to accord to 
the Sta.te of Isro,el the rl gh t of self-defense. We pledge 
ourselves to work for the modific~tion of any i'er.olution 
of the United Nations to the extent that it may :prevent 
any such revision. 

11 i•Te continue t o suyiport within the framework of the United 
Nations, the internationalization of Jerusalem and the 
protecti..on of the holy :pl.aces in Palestine. 11 

I t,ri sh to amplify the three portions of the platfonn about t1hich 
there has b0en consid.erable discussion. 

On Ua~r 14, 1948, this country recognized. the existence of the ina.e­
pondent State of Israel. I was info:inea. by the Honorable Elicllu 
Epstein that a Provisional Government h c.d been established in Ior~elo 
This coillltry recognized the Provisional Government as the a.e :fucto 
authorl ty of the net.,r State of Israel. When a :pennanent Gove 1-nment 
is elected in Israel it will promptly be given de jure recognition., 

The Democratic platfonn states that \'.re approve the claims of I sruel 
to the boundaries set forth in the United 1:a.tions resolution of 
November 29, 1947, and consider that mocl.ificat ion thereof should be 
made only if fully accept able to the State of Israel. 

This ha,s been and is now my posi t1.on. 

Proceedings are nou taking place in the United Nations looking touo.rd 
m2micable settlement of the conflicting positions of the parties in 
Palestineo In the interests of peace t his work must go foruarcl.. 

A plnn has been submitted which provides a basis for a reneued effort 
to bring about a peaceful adjustment of differences. It is hoped that 
by using this plan as a basis of negotia tion, the conflicting cl2ims 
of the -parties can be settled~ 

With reference to the granting of a loan or loans to the State of 
Israel, I have directed the departments an d aeenci es of the executj_ve 
branch of our Government to work together in expediting the considera­
tion of any a.pplicetions for loans Hhich rnay be submitted by the 
State of Israel. 

It is my hope that such fi:nancial aid. 1.,!ill soon be granted and that 
it wi.11 contribute subst~mtialJ.y to the long-term develOJ?ment and 
stability of the 1-Tear East. 

-------

The New York Ti Tiles of October 25 reported th~ President 1 s action ~.n the following 
• dispatch: 
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TRUUAfJ F.EAFFIR?!S HIS ISRAEL ST D IN REPLY TO DEi'TEY 

By Clayton Kno\les 

Washington. Oct. 24 -- President Truman declared toni ght that he 
would approve no change in the United Nations partition of Palestine, 
effected last f oll, that in turn wa s not acceptable to the Stcte of 
Israel. 

Apparently sup:plementin~ the position taken by Secretary of State 
Marshvll laot month before the United Nations, the PresidEµit, re­
ferring to the Deh1ocratic platfoim plank on the Holy Lana., declared: 

11 'Ihis has been and is no,,,my :_position. 0 

At Paris on September 21. Secretary Marshall called upon "ooth sides 
in Palestine to accept 11 the Bernadotte plan in its entirety", c.ssert­
ing that it offered 11 a generalJy fair basis for settlement of the 
Palestine question". He stated th at 11 no 't)lan could be proposed . 
which would be en ti rely sati sf u.cto ry in all r espects to every i11-
terested party"" 

In his st atement tonieht, issued just before he boarded his cc.m:po.ign 
train for his le.st big appeal to the voters , the President noted 
that the Palestine situation wr.s again before the U:1i ted :Hations .• 
He said that these proceedings looked toward "an amicable settle­
men t of the conflicting positions of the partie.s in Palestine"• 

11 In the interes ts of peace, 11 he said, " thi s wo1k must go f9ruard. 
A plan has been submittea which provides a basis for a reneued 
effort to brini:; about a peaceful adjustment of differences. It 
is hoped that, by using this plan as a basis for negotiations, the 
conflicting claims of the parties can be settlec 11 • 

i'lh.ile he thus took coenizance of wha t is tru11spirin~ at Paris, the 
whole tone of the President is stat ement wa~ r ega rded a s tent ::-,tive, 
when compared to the strong st f:nd t al,..en by Secreta rJ i•Iarshall l o.st 
month, At that time, the Secretary sai.d: 

"
1rhe United St o.tes considers that t~1e con~lusions contcined 

in the final report of Count J3en1a.dotte offer a gen rall y 
fair basis for settlement of the Pc.l ec tfne question. I!y 
Govenunent is of the opinion that tho conclusions are sound, 
and strongly urges the :parties ancl the Cenerul Assera'hly to 
accept them in their entirety as the best possible basis for 
bringing pence to a distracted lu.nd11 • 

It was noted that, at no point, did the Presicent place his endorse-
men t upon the Bernadotte p -ropo sal s as II so u1d 11 as had Secretary • larshall, 
contenting himaelf instead with sa.,ting that they offered "r, be.sis of 
necotia ti on 11 • 

The President 1 s statement came in answer to a statement by Governor 
Dewey on Friday in \Thich he reaffirmed his enclor:::ement of the 
nepublican Party's platform plank on Israel. This statement, limited 
to two para.craphs, apparently made ir. Truman ang17, for he referred 
to it in his very first words • •• 
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The :President• s statement, ,-.1hile pegr;ed on Governor Deueyl s r'ns ·rer 
to a req11est by the American Christian I'a1e stine Committee of 1T e1.·1 

York, followed a series of newsp -'. tper advertisements by Zionist 
groups calling UJ)On Hr. Truman to clarify his own position. 

One such advertisement, running a full page, \:as paid for by tho 
.American Zionist Jilinergency Council of New York. Colline attention 
to the position taken by Secretary Marshall• this advertiscr11e't1t 
asked: 

11Mr. Truman: where do you stand on this issue? 11 

This advertisement directly chnllenged r:r. Truman to repudiat e his 
Secretary of State. 

"'Which is it, Mro President?" the advertisement asked. "The 
policy which you. have stated in the past, whlch determ:i.ned 
our Government I s stand in November, 1947, onci which is alco 
the declared policy of your party -- or the policy most 
recently expressed by Mr. Harshall, which is in violent 
contradiction to it? 

11 ·Te respectfully await your answer." 

HLS:MSR 
Enc. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

H2 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Ohainnen of Local Emergency Committees Dat.e October 27, 1948 

Harry L. Shapiro 

The enclosed -oress release ismrnd tour1y 1)y the Amcl'i ean Zionist Jiliners ency 
Council ex-press es the e:;rati tude of Olll' muvcu·,en t to p ::.'es! dent T:r11.1.1rn ~nd 
Governor De\1ey for their recent s~ateri1 ents rcn! 1'i n11 tng the platfo 1ns vf their 
parties with respect to I s ra.el. 

i·le are sending you herevl th the full t ext OJ. both declarat5. ons. C-ovemor Dewey 
isnued his sta.teraent on ]1 rid.Gy, October 22 in the form of a lette1· to re['ll 
Alfmige, chainwn of t h e knericc:..n Chri :J tian Palestine Comm.i.ttee of 1·eu York. 

The exchane,e of letters betueen Governor De,-,e:r and Ur~ Alf,1nge folloi. ,.s: 

Hon. Thomas E. De,..;ey 
Governor of the State of 1-lcw York 
.Albany, New York 

Dear Governor: 

October 20, 1948 

As Chai1man of the .American Christirn P~l os t · ne Coruni ttee of 
Ue"' York, I have been gravely concernecl •ri th th0 f ·, st-movinG 
events which co;icem the fate of tho St a te of Isr'lel and the 
stability of the p eo.ce of the I,Iiddlo Ell/' t. 

I recall that in September, 1947 yon app roved. t.he m&jority 
report of the lni t ed Nati o s Speci al Ccm1ri i t tee ·:hich recrJm­
mended a pa.rti tion of Pr.1estine. ~his rer ort wus adopted by 
the resolution of the UN Asseri1bly on ovember 39, 1947. 

In June, 1948 tho Re:publicvn P a rty, aszemhlecl in convention in 
PhiladeLphia, adorted the ±'olJ. m.d.n ;,~ p:--•t :i. .. 01 a : "ie welcor.ie Israel 
into the ::amilv of nations anc~ t :1ke pride in the f nct that the 
Republican Party unr; the first to cull for the ·)r,tablish111ent of n. 
free and independent Jewi sh corrunon··onlth. The vr cillati.on of the 
Democratic Party on thls y_Ueati ,)n he s nnder1:1inod the -presti -~e of 
the United Nationr.. Subject to tho letter and npirit of the UL 
Charter we pledge to Israel f,11 l'eco ition, with its boundariec 
as sanctioned by the UW and aiJ in develo1,int; its ecoJ.1omy. 11 

At this morn en t when the f ::ite of ts rael is at stake, the re £Jffi 11no.­
tion of your endorscme~.Lt of the Re1nlblican Party's platform plec1 .:.;e 
in respect to Isrr.el wo 1ld be mor,t rea("lsurin;:;. 

Sincerel7 ~rours, 

Dean ,. J.f ar..ge, Chai nnan 
unericun Christian Palestine Committee 

of Fe,.r York 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of .American Zionist :Emergency Council Date October 27, 1948 

Fro"'H.arry L. Shapiro 

The enclosed memorandu.m with release was sent today to the Chairmen 
of Local :Emergency Committees. 

ld 
encs. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342' MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

... 
·, F-,:om . -. 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local ]mergency Committees Date November 22, 1948 

,Harry L. Shapiro 

On Saturday. November 20 the United Sta.tes Delegate to the United Nations made 
a statement of policy on Israel. We are z:tow able to provide you ,d. th suggestions 
for the reso~.utions which should be adopted in connection ·with the November 29 
anniversary of the United Nations deoi sionci We al so suggest that the l)Oin ts 

't . listed below be emphasized by speakers at meetings held in observance of the 
anniversary·~ 

,· .. , We urge that you incorporate the following ideas in your resolutions: 

l. The United Nati'~ns · decision of November 29, 1947 favoring the 
creation of a Jewish State in Palestine has been recorded as one 
of the great events in the long histoey of the Je1t;ish :people. }·Te 
take pride in the fact that it was the leadership of our Govern­
ment \•1hich made this event possible. In observing the anniversDIY 
of the United Nations decision we are deeply conscious of the fact 
that its objective -- the establishment of the Jewish State -- has 
been realized by the Government end people of Israel who singl&­
handedly de-fended their political independence and territorial 
integrity against the militait? ag-gression of the Arab States. 

2. During the first si.x months -of its existence the State of 
Israel has already absorbed tens of thousands of Jewish immigrants 
and has carried forward a tremendous resettlement program under 
the fire of the enemy. We are hopeful that the -remainder of the 
homeless and displaced Jews of Europe, as well as the persecuted 
Je,-,s in Middle Ea.stern countries, will be enabled to emigrate to 
Israel speedily, thereby ending the Jewish refugee problem. 'l'le 
are profoundly aware of the great cost of this immigration and 
resettlement program and. pledge our greatest efforts and fullest 
resources to secure the funds for the successful completion of 
t~is task, 

3• We exp fess our satisfaction over the reaffirmation by the 
Govemme~t of the United States of its support of the original 
United Nations deciaion of November 29, and its declaration that 
no alteration shall be made in the 'boundaries of the Jewish State 
,-Tith.out Israel's co;nsent~ We commend the President of the United 
States for stating thie policy clearly and forthrightly, ond we 
we:J_ocme the stateJnent of the United Nations Delegate before the 
Uni t

1
ed Nat iqns Qn Sa.tq.rda,, November 20 as an indication that 

ti,t13 :f;r:ee1p.ent' s views \)o~n -to be reflected in American policy. 

4, Xn 4Pn~win~ Q~;' PE'i°hJ~'Qde to the Presidfnt for standing 
fim o~ tn~ ql+,$iion of israel 1s territorial integrity, we 

, 



• 

resp~etfully urge him to remain on the alert lest his policies 
be fru.strated by officials of his own Administration ,.,.,ho have, in 
the past, sought to nullify his positive acts concerning Israel. 

5. Recognizing that the best hope for lasting peace in Palestine 
now lies in direct negotiations between the Government of Israel 
and the Arab states, wa resr~etfully urge the President to use 
the full ,,.,eight of his authority to advance such direct peace 
conferences between Arabs and Jews. 

Please moke certain that copies of all such resolutions adopted in your com­
muni ty a1·e sent to the President at the White House in Washington. lle ,·1ould 
also like to have copies for our own records. 

Regards. 

HLS:MSR 



A1~N ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
34· ADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local ]mergency Committees Date December 17, 1948 

.A.be Tuvim 

Attached is the text of a statement issued a fe~ days ago by the Gove nment 
of Israel listing British violations of Security Council orders and proving 
that Bri t .~in has supplied war equipment to the .Arab countries duriug the 
period of the Palestine truce. 

These facts, which have aJ.re~dy been published in part by some of the nation' e 
leadi.n~ ne,!spo..pers, should be culled to the attention of your local nowspnpcr 
editors a.11.d radio commentato1·s. It is espectalJ.y important that your Coru­
mittee be prepa~ed to make editors and commentators arare of t~1ese :British 
truce violatlono when British pr("l-...1p_gandists next try to charge Israel with 
having disobo~red the orders of the Security Council. May we suggest, there­
fore, t~at you moke copies of the attached statement for possible futut'e use. 

Regards. 



,,. 

,■ ICAN ZIONIST EMER&ENCY COUNCIL 
3~ADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Mer.1bers of American Zionist Jmergency Council Dalt! December 17, 1948 

flrom Abe Tuvim 

The enc1.osed memorandum with attachment was sent today to the Chainner- of 
Local Emergency OommitteeE, 

ld 
encs . 



BRITAIN VICLATES UN BAN ON AIMS SHIPMENTS TO PARTICIPANTS I F.ALESTI ,.E WAR 

A Statement Released on December 14, 1948 at the UN Session 
in Paris by the Israeli Infonnation Service 

Hector M~Neil, British Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, stated in 
the House of Commons on December 13, 1948 that the British Government had 
"meticulously observf)d 11 the embargo on arms and war equipment to the countries 
of the Middle East~ There is no doubt that this statement 1s fully in accordance 
with the facts as far as Israel is concerneds There is, as well, no doubt that 
Britain has supplied various kinds of war equipment to the Arab countries during 
the periods of the Palestine truce -- i.e. between June 11 and July 9 , 1948, and 
from July 18 to date. 

Reliable information reaching official Israeli quarters from various sources 
proves th at Egy-pt, Iraq and Trans.iordan ha,·e received a considerable amount of 
British anns durtng the last six months. Some of th e more striking examples of 
Briti&1 violations of the orders of the Security Co~ncil of the United Nations 
are given herewithi 

1. During the truce a~d prior to the middle of October, 20,000 rounds of 
six pounder runmunition, 5,000 rounds of twenty-five pounder ammunjtion, and 
approximately 2,000 to 3,000 rounds of larger th,m twen ty-li \·e pounder ammunition 
were su_ppli ed by Britain io the Egypt .. an a1my. Egy-pt is known to have req.1ested 
an additional British su~ply of heavy and medium art illery ammunition wh ' ch may 
have been su~plied in the meantime~ 

2. During the month of August, British navpl authorities in Emt sold small 
anns ammunition to the Egypti a~ army. 

3. After the Egyptian army :,.equisitioned a large number of airplanes belong­
ing to the Egypt i Ln MISR Airlines, Bri ta1n sold eight Vikings to MISR Airlines. 
This was done after the Egypt'lan company found itself unable, owing to the em­
bargo on the su.pply of anns to the Middle East, to secure from the United States 
replacements of ai rplar.es easily usen.ble for military purposes. 

4. There is reason for strong suspL.,ion that after Glubb Pasha's visit to 
London last August, certain ty-p~s of equipment of a British medium artillery 
regiment which had beer evacuated from Palestine to Misrata in Tripoli ,'.; ania, 
was t ran sf erred to Egyp t. for use in the Negev operati ens. 

5. On June 6 and June 17, r~sp ,~cti vely, the SS Bardi stan and SS Derryheen 
arrived in Basra, Iraq , from the United Kingdom and landed British war equipment. 

6. At a secret meeting of ~he Iraqi ~arliament on September 14, the Prime 
Minister informed the house that the Britis~ .. military authorities had delivered 
to the Iraqi anny surplus U.S. war materials, which they controlled in sufficient 
quantities to equip an a1mored brigade. 

7. On July 5, 20 British 11 Fury 11 figh\:,er bombers equipped with special 
bombsights and 25 pound bombs 2anded at R, .... ,hid airfiled in Iraq. They wt.re 
piloted by Iraqis who had ~een speciBlly trained in Britain to fly these planes. 

8. In August a number of British "Fury" aircraft which had been held 
camouflaged on Mosul uirdrome, re a ched Mafraq in Transjordan, for delivery to 
the I raq i ai rf o re es. 

9. When, late in August, the Iraqi airforces had to curtail ths1r activi­
ties because of shortRge of gasolln9f th~ P..AF in .rc.q supplied them with fuel 
from their o,.,_,.n stores on a lendlease basis. 

10. Bri.tish equipment :11loaded at Basra, Iraq, during the month of August 
included thirty 25 pounder g'J.ns, 160 cares of rifles, 15 gun tractors and 30 
mobile wireless stations with their spare pa rtso 

11 During the t'.".°uce the SE: Corin thus nnd SS Luristan unloaded British small 
anns and small arms ammunition at Basra. 

12. During the month of Aug~1st the No. 9 British base ordnance depot in the 
Suez Canal Zone supplied ammunition to the Arab Legion. This ammur .. i tion was 
secretly shipped to Aqa·oa and then airlifted to Ammon, Transjordan. 

13. Large quantities of anns from the United Kingdom, including 2,000 rifles, 
reached Amman during the month of October. 



.. 
~AMER,~ ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

347. MAl,ISCN AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of American Z~oniet J:mer,;ency Council Date December 22. 1948 

From Abe Tuvim 

The enclosed me1:erandum was sent today to t he Chairmen of Local Emergency 

Comm1 ttees. 

ld 
enc. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 ~ADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Ohainnen of Local Jlnergency Committee, Date December 22, 1948 

From A.be Tuvim 

40TION ON OYPRUS 

'rodayt s preee lneludea the following dispatch from London I II The British Govern­
ment hae no intention of relaxing at present its practice, governing the release 
of JewiBh refugi'cs interned on Ojj.>rus • • •" (JTA}. 

Despite all personal appeals, the British Government is continuing its illegal 
and inhnma.n policy of holding more than 11 .000 men, women and children on Cyprue 
- only a dayts journey by sea from Iarael, which is wi1l1ng and anxious to 
receive them. Th.is attitude is all the more outrag8ous \.Alen we consider that 
even tho~e lame arguments which were advanced by the British Mandatory Govern­
ment in 11 justification" of its . ..rr, rus deportation policy no longer e~ist. The 
British Mandate for Palestine tan been dead for a half year. 

Furthennore, the 11,000 Jewish refngeefl on C:rprus are still treated as criminals. 
Their living conditions are 1ntolerab:e. They are subjected to degradation, 
penned up e.nd guarded by soldiers, de.1ied the most elementary requirements for 
human dignity and oelf- respect. This is being done to people "ho merely wished 
to end their DP existence an& to live as free men in their own homeland. 

Great Britain's criminal policy must not be permitted to continue. W@ must noY 
redouble our efforts to bring about the r~lease of the CyPrua detainees and their 
resettlement in Israel,, To thot end \Je are auggesting the following program of 
action: 

l. Ask leading Mn .. Jewi sh cl ti zens of your community to eend w1 res and letters 
of protest to the British Ambassador at the British Thtbassy in Washington. After 
your public officials and other C'riristiar~ leaders become awan:. of the facts con­
cerning the refugees on Cypru3, msn 1 of them will be glad to register their 
protest with the :British Government and to demand the release of the internees 
and their emigration tv It raelf! 

2. Try to bring about the p lblieation of editorials in your local ne-.ispaper1 
on this subje~t. In addition to th ~ facts contained in this memorandum, you wil: 
shortly receive other background material on this iss :i.e. Please make this 
materiil available to your editors, columnists, and radio commentators. If newa­
paper comment results from your efforts please make certain that copies of the 
~~itorials are sent to the British .k'1assa01r in V~shington. 

3. Ask your Christian religious leaders to preach on the subject and eupply 
them with the necessar.v background mat erial. 

~. Try to obt~in local radio time, pref~1 blJ for a non-Jewieh leader. If you 
succeed in making such arra.ngr '!len ts with yo11r radio station and are in need of 
&eript matei-ial, please commnnicate wi t ~1 us and the draft of an address will be 
forwarded to you without delaye 

Jinally, we urge you to keep us infonned conceming all of your aetiv1t1ee re­
garding this most pressing que tion. 

llegard e. 




