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'.Armistice- Second Chapter: Lebano~ ,
1 
T;am(ordan 

B; Benjamin Shu·,1dra11 

Lebanon 

0 
F ALL the Arab League member-states which 

went to war with Israel, lebanon-prec1~i
ou ly balanced between a foslem and Chris

tian population-was the most reluctant. Originally an 
autonomous Chri tian area, 1 Lebanon emerged from the 

mandatory status as an independent republic with a 
slight Christian majority which is in on ram fr,1r of 

being overwhelmed by 1foslem pressure from in ide it 
own borders as well a from the neighboring fo lem 
countries. The hristi,rn . particular! y the .Maronit s. 

"ere in no way anxious th,1t Lebanon should extend her 
territory since tlut would result in an increa e in rhe 
number of 1Ioslcms, which would give them control and 
eliminate the hristian character of the Lebanon. They 

feared enrannlement in Arab alliances. but under the 

force of circumstanu::>, the Government joined the Arab 
League and later became part of the Arab front against 

I rael. To be ure, Lebanon's military contribution to the 
invasion of P .. lle tine did not consi t of more than token 

forces which were not at all deci ive in the actual 

struggle. 
The economic consequences of the war were no less 

erious. Of all the neighboring Ar,16 rates. Lebanon 

was economically closest connected \Vith Jewi h Pale·
tine. The country's nvo main industrie -fruit raising 

and tourism-found their most ready market in Jewish 
Pale tine. When the Arab declared a boycott against 

the Jews in 1946, the latter stopped importing Lebanese 
fruits and vacationing on Mount Lebanon. As a con e
quence, Lebanon's postwar economic difficulties became 

1 ee "The Republic of Lebanon," Palestine A/fairs, 109-114, 
ov., 194..,, 

more .. icure .ind pressure \\ as soon exerted on the GO\·
ernmenc by economic interests to lift the boycott. J. rep 
the Government dared not cake becau e of its fear of 
the Arab League. The conflict with I rael further de
pleted the country's meager financial re ources. Then. 

into the steadily deteriorating situation, came the influx 
of Palestine Arab refugees. The s,1me Ar,16s for whom 

'-' 

the Leb.rnesc were fighting refused co p,1rticipate in the 
stru~nle, nd b ·c.1me a burden on the Lebanc e economy . .... ..., 

In 1 v ·mbcr. 19-18, in Israel's great weep against 
Fawji cl ', wukji's irreguL1r force in northern G,dike, 

Isr .. u.:li for es g .. uncd control of some fifteen Lcb,inc e 
'-

villages. ~, hen the whole Arab w,1r against I r,1el began 

to coll.1pse ,1t the end of the year, Lebanon \\ .. 1s cager 

to conclude an early armi rice. Becau e, however, of irs 
delicate position in the Arab League, .. rnd because of the 

peculiaritie of ricncal b.1rn,1ining, chi could be done 
only indirectly. nofiicial .irmi rice talks benveen rep

re entatives of Isr .. 1el and Leb,inon were held all <luring 
the months of December and Janu . .uy, ,rnd it was even 
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reported to United arions officials that actual confer
ences had been held at Ras en aqura, a village on the 
Lebanese-Israeli frontier. 

Soon after the Egyptian-Israeli armistice negotiations 
began on the island of Rhodes Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, 
the acting UN Mediator, sent his legal representative, 
Constantin Stavropoulos, to Beirut and Amman to sound 
them our about accepting invitations to join in armistice 
negotiations. So delicate was the situation that several 
times Dr. Bunche had to deny reports that he had 
actually extended invitations to Lebanon and Trans
jordan. Nevertheless it appeared in the middle of Janu
ary that Lebanon was ready to comply with the Security 
Council's ovember 16 resolution and enter into 
armistice negotiations with Israel. he made one condi
tion: that Israel clear all Lehane e territory. 

Israel, on the other hand, was nor entirely willing to 
discuss an armistice for two reasons: Lebanon held some 
Israeli territory on the border near Ras en Nagura; and 
since supplies to Mishmar Hayarden, in Israel, which the 
Syrians held, could only go through Lebanon, Israel 
wanted Lebanon to press Syria to evacuate the Jewish 
settlement before she would give up control of the Leb
anese villages. As an indication of her good faith, how
ever, she turned over to Lebanon four of the villages. 

The delicacy of the situation and the complications 
which confronted the negotiators are illustrated by the 
following facts. On January 17, fr was reported from 
Tel Aviv that an initial parley with Lebanese representa
tives had produced complete agreement on all military 
issues. The following day, official U sources in isted 
that Lebanon had not been invited to discuss an armistice 
with Israel. Nonetheless, meetings between Lebanese 
and Israeli representatives were taking place almo t dailv 
at Ras en aqur, . The slow progre of the negotiation.s 
between Egypt and Israel put a damper on the I raeli
Lebanese talks and the informal meetings dragged on 
indecisively until February 20. It was not until Dr. 
Bunche sent an official invitation to Lebanon, and the 
invitation was officially accepted, that negotiations started 
in earnest, under the chairmanship of Henri Vigier 
political adviser to Dr. Bunche. The meetings, the first 
of which took place on March 1, alternated between the 
Lebanese side of the boundary and the Israeli side. 

The main difficulty appears to have been Israel' re
quest that yria at least join as a party in the di cussions. 
On the 7th the meetings were adjourned for three days. 
On the 10th it looked as if a draft armistice had been 
agreed on, but again the conference adjourned, this 
time for five days in order to enable the deleaations to 
con ult with their governments. On the 20th , the agree-
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ment was finally initialed, and three days later, it was 
officially signed, by Lieutenant Colonel Mordecai Makleff 
for the Government of Israel, Lieutenant Colonel Tewfiq 

alim for the Government of Lebanon, and Brigadier • 
General William E. Riley and Henri Vigier for the 

United Nations. 

The Lebanese-Israeli Armistice 

The agreement consists of a preamble and eight ar
ticles. The preamble declares that the parties entered 
into negotiations in compliance with the Security Coun
cil resolution of ovember 16. Boch parties pledge them
selves not to resort, during the armistice, to military force 
in the settlement of the Palestine question, to undertake 
or plan aggressive action against the other, while each 
will respect the right of the other to its security and 
freedom from fear of attack. The military character of 
the armistice is emphasized, and it is specifically noted 
that "no provision of this Agreement shall in any way 
prejudice the rights, claims and positions of either Party 
hereto in the ultimate peaceful settlement of the Pales
tine question." 

The armistice demarcation line follows the interna
tional boundary between Lebanon and Palestine. Thus 
no chang s were made and neither side lost or gained 
territory. In the region of the demarcation line, only • 
defcnsi e military forces are to be maintained: Provision 
is made for a full and complete exchange of prisoners of 
war. A mixed armistice commission of seven members-
three Lebanese, three Israelis and a senior U official 

' 
with headquarters near the boundary between the two 
countries is to supervise the execution of the agreement. 

The agreement which is not subject to ratification and 
enters into force immediately upon signing, "shall re
main in force until a peaceful settlement between the 
Parries is achieved." 

Transjordan :! 

From the very beginning of the invasion of Palestine, 
it was evident that King Abdullah of Transjordan stood 
to gain most from the war. or only was his Arab 
Lc.gion, the be t of all the Arab armies, in the very heart 
of Ar<1b Palestine, but in any final solution of the prob
lem, he would be in a position to annex to hi kingdom 
whatever territory his forces held at the time of decision. 
In such an eventuality, Abdullah knew that he would be 
strongly supported by the Briti h who, in consideration 

:! ~e Palestme Affairs, "Transjordan-Mandate or Independent • 
?t;, 1-li, Apr., 1916, and " fore Independence for Transjordan," 

:, -10, Apr., 1948. 
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of their own interest, wi hed to sec his power and terri
tory extended. It would have been de irable, therefore, 
for Transjordan to reach an understanding or armistice 
with Israel as quickly as possible. 

There were clear indications from time co time during 
the conflict that Abdullah was about to declare himself 
king of Arab Palestine. This would, of cour c, have im
plied acceptance of the existence of the Jewi h tare. 
But before he dared translate this ambitiou pl.m into 
action, he had first to contend with a hostile Arab world. 
The Arab League had been suspicious of Abdullah and 
his intentions even before the outbreak of the war with 
Israel. Ever since Transjordan had signed treaties of alli
ance with Great Britain, first in 1946 and again in 1948,3 
League member-states had considered him an agent of 
British imperialism, and his loyalty to the League ques
tionable. He was deterred from taking decisive steps, 
although the general groundwork had been carefully 
laid in Jericho, Hebron and Ramallah, and he marked 
time, awaiting further developments. It is also possible 
that his British advisers felt that the Arabs might stilt 
defeat Israel and that all of Palestine might yet fall into 
his hands. evertheless, Abdullah feared that there might 
be ?. quick break-up of Arab Palestine in which the other 
Arab countries would try to grab as much a they could 
for themselves, and he put out feelers for possible peace 
negotiations with Israel. Thus, even before the ecurity 

ouncil passed the ovember 16 resolution, conversa
tions were going on between the Israeli and the Trnns
jordanians. 

Then came the debacle in the egcv. The only Arab 
army that could have come to the a sistance of the •gyp
tians was the Arab Legion, but Abdullah preferred to 

keep at a safe distance and let Egypt fight it out alone 
with the Israelis and lo c the battle. Egypt then jumped 
ahead of Abdullah and declared herself ready to enter 
into armistice negotiations with Israel. In these negotia
tions, Egypt had two objectives: to salvage whatever she 
could from the war, even to the minimum of the small 
coa tal strip from Rafah to Gaza; and to prevent Abdul
lah from annexing the part of the egev which had 
been assigned to Arab Palestine by the partition 

resolution. 
Abdullah realized that by procrastinating he had 

mi sed the oppormnity co obtain conccs ion from Israel 
that the longer he delayed, the le s he was likely to 
obtain. Apparently it wa the Briti h who had advised 
him to hold out as long as he could, and by way of com
pen ation for possible lo cs, it may be that they promised 

a Transjordan was the only Arab country ro conclude such a 
treaty; Iraq and Egypt rcfu ed to do o. 
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co obtain at kast part of the 1cg<:v for him and an out
kt through the egev ro the kdicerranean. 

On January 30, after having received an official invi
tation from the acting k<li,1tor, Abdullah an
nounce<l that he was ready to enter into armisti e nego
ti.ition with Isr.1el. To make ure that he would be abl 
ro keep a watch on the other members of the Arab 
teague. he called on them to join him in the negotia
tion ; not one replied, and on February 8, only Trans
jordan' acceptance was received by Dr. Bunche. The 
I raeli delegates at Rhodes showed neither enthusiasm 
nor eagerness to enter into formal talk with Abdullah; 
they were in the mid c of conferences with Egypt which 
were dragging on, and before they assumed any new 
rcspon ibilitics. they wanted to sec the outcome of the 
Egyptian negotiations. 

Finally, on the 4th of March, the representatives of 
Transjord.m and I racl met in Rhodes- in a decidedly 
cool atmo phere. The is uc before them were: the 
tatrun section of the Tel Aviv-Jeru alcm highway; the 
Jcru alcm water supply pumr ing station at L'ltrun; 
acces co the holy places in the Old City; the supply of 
c:lecrricrty to rhe Old ity; access to the Mount of Olives; 
accc t and m vemcnt on 1ount Scopus; the Jcrusa
lc:m-Jaffa railroad; the Jcru alem-Bethlchem highway; 
che Jenin- ulkarm- ablus triangle held by Iraqi forces; 
and the ca t rn ·gev. 

Before the di cu sion began. Abdullah inJicacc<l that 
his delegation would also ace on behalf of Iraq, but 

<. 

when verification of thi t,ucment was a ked of Iraq, 
there was no reply. It soon became obvious, however, 
chat Iraqi forces in the triangle were slowly withdraw
ing and that their po icions were being taken over by 
Transjordanian force . I racl protested ,1gainst this, as
-.ertin <• that it was :i violation of the truce by which 
Transjordan was improving her position. 

After the first meeting, the negotiator left for their 
re pc.ctive capitals for further instructions. On the 7th, 
Dr. Bunche conferred with each delegation separately. 
The negotiations would perhaps have proceeded with
< ut complication and an armistice might have been 
quickly concluded had it not been for renewed interfer
ence on the part of Great Britain. 

Ic would appear that even after the incident on the 
gyptian border when two Briti h flier were hot down 

by I raeli forces,1 and even though he had recognized 

1 cc "The Bcuinning of rh~ End," Pah11i 11c A i/airs, 3-6, Jan., 
19 19. 

43 



44 

NEUTRAL 
ZONE 

5 0 5 10 15 ?I) 25 
HAR E--i I 

MILES 

NEGEB 

Courtes) of The Seu York Times 

The broken line is an approximation of 

the military demarcation set forth in the 

agreement between Israel and Transjordan. 

The Arabs retain control of the ablus

J enin-Tulkarm triangle (1), but Trans

jordanian troops will replace the Iraqis 

there. To the northwest, the Arabs will 

withdraw from the Hadera-Afula road. 

They also will pull back to permit the 

Israeli to u e the route between Tulkarm 

and Qalqiliya ( 2). Rail and highway 

traffic is to move freely between Tel Aviv 

( 3) and Jerusalem ( 4), and the pumping 

station at Latrun, southeast of Tel Aviv, 

will again supply water to Jeru alem. The 

Bethlehem highway, running southward 

from Jerusalem, also will be opened. In 

the Hebron-Dead e.l area ( 5) the former 

truce Jin "ill b modified in favor of 

Transjordan. According to one report, the 

Israelis will be permitted to maintain 

strong forces near Aqaba ( 6 ) . 
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Israel-def acto only, to be ure, but till recognition
Britain still had hopes of obtaining the egev, or at 
least part of it, for Transjordan. One cannot e c,1p the 
impression that the British deliberately accu ed I rad on 
several occasions of "violating'' Transjordan' boundary 
in order to justify their sending of reinforcements and 
thus strengthening Abdullah's position. The face chat 
such reinforcements were sent after May 29 was a clear 
violation of the ecuricy Council's re elution of chat 
date which "call upon all Governments and auchoricie 
co undertake that they will noc introduce fighting per
sonnel into Palestine, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, audi Arabia, 

yria, Trans-Jordan and Yemen during the cea e-fire," 
and "calls upon all Governments and authorities con
cerned to refrain from importing or exporting war mate
rial into or to Palestine, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, audi 
Arabia, Syria, Trans-Jordan or Yemen during the cease-
fi 

,, 
.re. 

On December 8, Harold Beeley the British repre cn
tative in the ecurity Council, charged chat Israel had 
violated Transjordan's boundary. The fact that Tran -
jordan had not complained of uch a violation either co 
the Security Council or to Great Britain and that Dr. 
Bunche, who had been in Amman on the 7th, had heard 
of no such violation from Tran jordan or from any 
other source did not deter the Briti h. They were deter
mined to send reinforcements to Tran jordan and on 
January 4, they officially informed the United tacts 

rare Department that they were ending combat troop 
to Aqaba. The next day it was reported from London that 
as a precaution again c Israeli incursions, a detachment 
of British troops had been dispatched co Aqaba, an 
action which the British ju cified under the terms f 
their Treaty of Alliance with Tran jordan. The Isradi 
Government protested to the United ations that the 
landing of British troops in Aqaba was a hostile acc. 
This was countered two weeks lacer by Christopher :May
hew, Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs, who decl,1red 
in the House of Commons chat the action was "wise and 
necessary" and that it in no way conflicted with the 

Security Council's resolutions. 
In the ovember 29 partition re olution of the nit(.d 
ations, the eastern eaev, including the coastal trip 

on the Gulf of Aqaba between Trnnsjord,rn and Egypt, 
wa included within the Jewish care and ever since 

fay 14, 1948, when the c.ue of Israel , as pr claimed, 
I raeli mobile units had been patrolling the area. Early 
in farch of this y ar, a number of Israeli patrol were 
moving in the direction of thi coa tal trip along the 
~ adi Arabah road. Transjordan' dele 0 acion at Rhode 
immediately began co complain to the acting fediacor 

APRIL, 19 i9 

th,lt I r,1cli for l wue cng,1gc<l in military operation in 
rhe ourhern 1 • egev. On larch 10, Tran jordan com
plained of "milirnry operation again c Arab Legion in 
\v' adi Ar,1bah... he de lar d th,lt "I r,1eli force were 

acc,1cking Arab Legion po iti n \\ ich ranks and armored 
car ; " and day after day reports of clashc between I raeli 
,ind Tran jord,tnian force continued co arrive at Rhode: . 
1n formal note to Dr. Bunche, I rad denied all the 
J cu ,uion ; he a .erred emphatically that at no point 
outh of the:. De.id e,1 had Israeli force moved beyond 

rhe fronner· ch.it no I raeli force had atta kcd Trans
jordan position or patrol ; th,1c I raeli unit had cn
counrere<l a mobile Arab legion patrol we c of Gharan
dal on the Pale cine i<le of the frontier and chat this 
p,urol h.id fired ,l few round and m ed aw, y, the 
fire not being returned by the Israeli . Dr. Bunche's 
rlport to the ecurity ouncil on farch 12, in which 
he noted that he had di patched observers co the area 
in ,in effort c obtain further information, <le cribed the 
-inucion rhu : "The area involved is one in which there 
h.i been little or no fighting in the pa c. There are no 
fixed fighting line and the military po icion hc:ld by the 
two force Me not defined. Military movement in the 
p,1sc has been confined entirely t0 small c.ile patrol 
activity." 

At this point, the Briti h Government c.1lled in I racl's 
repre ent, ti in London and warned him against any 
,Htempt by I r, eli forces tO attack Aqaba. Although the 
I raeli rcpr encarivc, as well a the Israeli Foreign 
. 1inister, gave as urances that Israel h,1d no intention of 
entering Transjordan terricory, the British were deter
mined to reinforce further their g,trri on in Aqaba. On 

the 12th, the British War OfJice announced that the 
g,1rrison was being strengthened in view of the presence 
of I raeli troop in the vicinity; on the 13th the Brici h 
hip Magpie, carrying armored vehicle and other rein

forcement , arrived at the port of Aqaba and the crew 
c ok up battle stations. 

The accusations against Israel continued co grow 
louder and bolder. On March 14 it was claimed that 
some three thousand Israeli troop were in Elath, a tiny 
trip on the ulf of Aqaba, in I raeli territory. Dr. 

Bunche: could verify chat in all there were only about a 
hundred ,rnd fifty I raeli in the area, and that they were 
,lll concentrated at mm Rashra h, the police ration on 
rhe coa t which had been evacuated by Arab Legion offi
cers before the I raeli ,1rrived. On the following day, 
Briti h rank , a battalion of Royal farine commandos 
and a brigade headquarc rs were landed in Aqaba, to
gether with infantry troops who dug foxholes and lit 
crenche to protect them el es again c the Israeli in the 
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Umm Rashrash police station, about two miles west of 
the port. 

On March 14, Arab Legion headquarters charged that 
Israeli forces had made an incursion into Transjordan 
territory at Ein Gharandal, some thirty miles north of 
Aqaba; later they charged that Israeli forces were plun
dering Arab villages along the Transjordan-Palestine 
frontier south of the Dead Sea. On the 20th, Trans
jordan formally requested the British Government for 
military assistance to defend its southern territory. In 
practical terms this would have meant that British troops 
would take over patrol duty from the Legion from 
Aqaba to the southern end of the Dead Sea and thus 
release Legion forces, which could then occupy the Jenin
Tulkarm-Nablus triangle. The Transjordan armistice 
delegation would find its bargaining position vastly im
proved as a result. 

The Israelis considered that this would be an act of 
intimidation against them and when the British showed 
readiness to comply, Tel Aviv warned that if British 
forces took over the Arab Legion patrol in che southern 
Negev, she would regard it as "a very grave breach of 
the truce." She also warned that it might endanger' her 
armistice negotiations with Transjordan, and in fact, 
the following day it looked as if she might walk out of 
the Rhodes conference. 

On the 22nd, Dr. Bunch sent a report to the Security 
Council on the situation in the southern Negev, based 
on reports from UN observers. He declared that Trans
jordan' s charges of Israeli incursions had been found to 

be groundless and that there had been no clashes be
tween Israeli and Transjordanian forces. He concluded, 
however, that any positions established in this area by 
both Transjordan or Israeli forces had been established 
after the coming into force of the truce and that both 
parties had thereby violated the cease-fire agreement. He 
added this significant note about British activity in the 
area: "Similarly, patrolling activity and reinforcement 
of pre-Truce forces on either side of the frontier in this 
sector are in conflict with Truce condidons which have 
been accepted by both sides." Apparently on the advice 
of Washington, the British Government decided not to 
comply with Abdullah's request for assistance. 

While these maneuvers to force the Israelis out of 
the eastern Negev were going on, the armistice negotia
tions made little progress. Although on March 11 a 
formal cease-fire agreement had been signed, and on the 
17th both delegations had agreed in principle to reduce 
their military forces in the armistice demarcation zone 
to defense units, the presence of the reinforced British 
garrison at Aqaba made the question of the reduction 
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of Israeli forces to equal those of the Arab Legion im
possible. 

Another serious source of difficulty was the "triangle." 
The existing lines in the other zones were more or less 
acceptable to Israel, but she demanded a rectification in 
the Jenin-Tulkarm sector in order to free the Haifa-Tel 
Aviv railroad and to guarantee the security of Tel Aviv 
and the Haifa-Tel Aviv highway. As late as March 27, 
no great progress was recorded. On the 29th, however, 
after the British had completely retreated, Dr. Bunche 
submitted a final draft to both delegations, who in turn 
transmitted it to their respective governments for ap
proval. On April 3, the armistice was signed, by Reuven 
Shiloah and Lieutenant Colonel Moshe Dayan for Israel, 
Colonel Ahmed el Jundi and Lieutenant Colonel Mo
hammed Muayatah for Transjordan, and Dr. Bunche for 
the United Nations. 

The Transjordan-Israeli Armistice 

The agreement consists of a preamble and twelve 
articles. The preamble and the first four articles are 
practically the same as chose of the Lebanese agreement. 
Article 5 deals with demarcation lines. The lines around 
Jerusalem agreed on in the cease-fire of November 30 
are retained; a minor adjustment is made in favor of 
Transjordan in the Hebron-Dead Sea sector; south from 
the Dead Sea to Aqaba the line is the one established 
during March, which follows the international boundary 
between Palestine and Transjordan. Article 6 recognizes 
the substitution of Transjordanian for Iraqian forces in 
the "triangle" and makes rectification in favor of Israel 
in freeing the Haifa-Tel Aviv railway. For this the 
Israeli Government agrees to reimburse Transjordan 
for the cost of constructing twenty kilometers of first
class road. Military forces in the armistice region-ten 
kilometers on either side of the armistice line except 
where geographical consideration makes this impractical 
-are limited to those for defensive purposes. 

Provision is made for setting up a special committee 
of representatives of both parties for "the purposes of 
formulating agreed plans and arrangements designed to 
enlarge the scope of this agreement and to effect im
provements in its application." This means that it will 
deal with issues on which agreement was reached in 
principle, but with which the armistice does not spe
cifically deal. These issues are enumerated thus: free 
movement of traffic on vital roads, including the Beth
lehem-Jerusalem and Latrun-Jerusalem roads; free access 
to and resumption of the normal functioning of the 
cultural and humanitarian institutions on Mount Scopus; 
free access to the holy places and cultural institutions 
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and use of the cemetery on the Mount of Olives; resump
tion of operations of the Latrun pumping station; pro
vision of electricity in the Old City and resumption of 
operation of the railroad to Jerusalem. TI1is special 
committee will not be presided over by a UN official. 

The agreement also provides for the creation .of a 
mixed commission to execute the provisions of the 
armistice, the same as in the Lebanese-Israeli agreement, 

except that it goes into greater detail on the mode of 
operation. The lase article provides machinery for modi
fying or suspending any of the provisions of the agree
ment, with the exception of the basic articles 1 and 3. 
During the first year this can be accomplished only by 
mutual consent; thereafter, if mutual accord is not 
reached, changes would be made through conferences 
with representatives of the United anons. 
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"The Mediterranean and the Middle East" (pp. 63-74), 
in Major Proble,ns of United Strites Foreign Policy, 
1948-49: A Study G11ide, Washington, The Brookings 
Institution, 1948. 
The former Italian colonies, Turkey, Greece, Iran and 
Palestine. 

Ashur, Isam, "l\1etayage in yria, Lebanon and Palestine" 
(Arabic), al-Abhath, II, 61-72, Mar., 1949. 
Conclusion of the study. Survival of the old regime 
in land tenure; reforms necessary for economic re
vival. 

Fohs, F. Julius, "Resources of the Middle East," Technion 
Yearbook 1948, VII, 49-59 . 
Potentialities of the region, which has cultivable land, 
water for irrigation and power, oil, dam sites for elec
tric power, and the enormous Dead Sea salt deposits. 
Technical knowledge and engineering skill will help 
establish a sound economic basis and convert the 
desert into a thriving area. Irrigation projects will 
enable Israel and Arab Palestine to absorb two and 
a half million more people, Iraq over twenty-five 
million more, and Syria and Transjordan several mil
lions. Such projects, as well as schemes for producing 
hydro-electric power, could be finaoced by revenues 
received from the production of oil, the deposits of 
which are estimated at between 20 and 150 billion 
barrels. 

J.W.R.F., "The Christian Minorities of the Middle East. 
Catholics in the Arab League," The D11hlin Review, 
63-71, Last Quarter 1948. 
Catholic fears of the anti-minorities trend resulting 
from Arab Jew-baiting. 

Kaissouni, A. M., "Oil in the Middle East," L'Egypte 
Contemporaine1 XXXIX, 263-294, Mar., 1949. 
Data on concessions, production and royalties. 

ARABIA 
( Saudi Arabia, Yemen, etc.) 

Great Britain, Colonial Office, Report of the Commis
sion of Enquiry into Distttrbances in Aden in Decem-
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ber, 194-7, London, His .1. fajesty's tattonery Office, 
1948, Colonial o. 233, 30 pp. 
Out of a rotal population of over 78,000, the Jews 
numbered 8,550. Of 170 Jewish shops, 106 were 
completely and eight partially looted; 30 houses ere 
burnt, as were schools and auromobiles. Casualties 
included 76 Jewish dead, six presumed to be Jewish, 
and 76 wounded; 40 non-Jewish dead and 88 wounded. 
Jews "were frightened and sought to protect them
selves." Some apparently threw bottle "no doubt ill 
advisedly." "looters were ... fanatical in their eager
ness to looc." As to the local levies, " ome were sym
pathetic to looters and fire-raisers ... there was much 
... use of rifle and Bren gun fire." A whitewash of 
the administration. 

longrigg, Stephen, "The Liquid Gold of Arabia," J 011mal 
of the Royal Central Asian ociet;, XXXVI, 20-33, 
Jan., 1949. 
Economic resources in the pa t; the discovery of 
oiL concessions, the revolutionary impact of the oil 
industry. 

~facro, Eric "Yemen-A Brief urvey," ]011nzal of the 
RoJal Central Asian ocLt;. XIXVI, 42-53, Jan., 
1949. 
"With Briti h capital and Yemeni cooperation the 
Imam could do a great deal for his country." 

ARABS 

Zurayk, Constantin, Ma'na an· akb,t ( Arabic: The 
leaning of the Catastrophe), Beirut, 194 87 pp. 

Arabs must not give up the .fight against Zionism, the 
deadliest menace to their very existenc , but the fight 
can be successful only if they modernize their society. 
The author, an outstanding professor of Arab history 
at the American University of Beirut, is known for 
his attempts to supply a theoretical basis for Arab 
nationali m. 

Dod 0 e, Bayard, "Arab Progress Inspired by Indepen
dence," ]011rnal of the Royal Central Asi.m Societ;, 
XXXVI, 9-19: Jan., 1949. 

ome interesting remarks on the recent development 
of Aleppo. 

Dowson, V. H. W., "The Date and the Arab," Journal 
of the Ro;al Central Asian Societ;, XXXVI, 34-41, 
Jan., 1949. 
Date cultivation in desert oases. 

EGYPT 

A Report on the Jezcish it11ation in EgJpt . .1. ew York. 
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American Jewish Committee, 1949, 35 pp.- 61 pp. 
of exhibit . i\fultigraphed. 
Exposes the conduct of the Egyptian Government 
toward the Jewish population since fay, 194 . "TI1e 
desire t0 divert the dissatisfaction of it own citizenry" 
led the Government tO condone a regime of terror and 
di crimination against the Jews and at the same time 
t0 conceal the faces from world public opinion. 

Issa wi, hades "Population and W ealch in Egypt," 11-lil
bank l\,femorial Fund Q11arterly, XXVII, 91-113, Jan., 
1949. 
The problem of overpopulation. 

11essiqua, M., "L'Egypte peut-elle 'dollariser' ses cotons?", 
CEg;pte ~ontemporaine, XXXIX, 371-379, Mar., 
1949. 
Foreign trade in the light of the difficulty of obtaining 
hard currency. 

"l. ore du Dr. E. assif en reponse a la conference de 
M. 1. Messiqua," L'Egypte Contemporaine, XXXIX, 
379-.182, Mar., 1949. 

IRAN 

Aliabadi, Ahmad, "Education in Iran ow and in the 
Future," ]011mal of the Royal Central Asian Society, 
XXXVI, 62-66, Jan., 1949. 
The second university was launched in Tabriz under 
the pressure of the leftist Tudeh Party. 

Elwell- ucron L. P., "Political Parties in Iran 1941-1948," 
The }Hiddle E,ist Jo11mal, III, 45-62, Jan. 1949. 
Detailed presentation of the parties and their publica
tions. "Parcie as such had little influence on national 
affairs, and were rather channels for the ambitions, 
intrigues and pressures of special interests: the mer
chants, the landowners, the tribal chiefs, the religious 
circles." 

IRAQ 

A. . ., " ationali m in Iraq: Internal Differences and 
Foreign Adventure," The lf/orld Today, V, 15-22, 
Jan., 1 
E ents of the nine months after the fall of the alih 
Jabr cabinet as the result of the signing of the Anglo
Iragian Treaty at Portsmouth. Tense, emotional anti
impcrialism, venal extremist journalism, the religious 
beliefs of the majority of the people, student agiration, 
search for capegoats, and in tability of cabinets. 

ISRAEL 

Brecental, L, Hahistadmt Bemaaracha Hamikzoit ( He
brew: The Hiscadrut in the Trade Union Front), Tel 
Aviv General Federation of Jewish Labor, 1949, 63 pp. 
Activities and achievements of the Histadrut and its 
.1ffiliates since the end of World War II. 

Feitelberg, Lionel, Bnei Brith-,"\Ioledeth: A tml; of the 
Uoshcai hit11fi. Jerusalem, Zionist Organization 
Yourh Dept., 19-18, 128 pp. 
Description of the ettlement in Lower Galilee founded 
in 19 3 7 with the help of the Bnei Brith Lodge of the 
L niccd rates. Analysis of its social and economic 
truccure. 

Hech,t!11tz B11ilders and Fighters 19-iB, cw York, Hecha
lucz Organization of America, 194 213 pp. 
Articles and document dealing\ ich the Jewish cate. 

"Pale tine" (pp. 305-340) in The United fates in 
ff/orld Affairs 19-+7-19-+8 by John C. Campbell 1 e" 

ork, Harper and Brother , 194 . 
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Positions of the British, Arabs and Zionist movement; 
currents in America-the State Department and public 
opinion; UNSCOP; developments in the United 
Nations General Assembly up to the creation of the 
State of Israel. 

The Palestine Economist Ann11al-19-iB, Jerusalem, The 
Palestine Economist, 1948, 186 pp. Index. 
First annual. Originally planned tO present a picture 
of Palestine's economy during 194 7, the establishment 
of the State made necessary a change of material. 1fosc 
of the studies and reviews deal with Israel's develop
ment, a few sum up the work of the Mandatory Gov
ernment. Useful information on industry, trade, 
finance, banking, agriculture, housing, transportation 
and insurance. 

Parkes, James, A History of Palestine from, 135 A.D. to 
lvf.odern Times, New York, Oxford University Press, 
1949, 391 pp. Bibliography, index. 
The last hundred pages trace the growth of the Yish11v 
and the emergence of Israel. 

Schechtman, Joseph B., Population Transfers in Asia, 
New York, Hallsby Press, 1949, 149 pp. Bibliography. 
Exchange of Hindus and Moslems in India and Pakis
tan; repatriation of Armenians from the Middle East 
to Soviet Armenia. Advocates Arab-Jewish popula
tion transfer and traces the proposals back to those 
made by Sir John Hope Simpson and rhe Palestine 
Royal Commission in 1936. This "would eliminate the 
local Arab-Jewish conflict in Palestine ... make pos
sible a new and better life for hundreds of thousands 
of Arab peasants in surroundings to which they could 
easily adjust themselves." 

Technion Yearbook 1948, New York, American Tech
nion Society, 1948, 250 pp. 
Seventh annual. Articles on science and technology, 
information about the School of Technology in Haifa 
and studies on the Middle East and I rael. 

Weizmann, Chaim, Trial and Error, New York, Harper 
and Brothers, 1949, viii+ 498 pp. 
Autobiography, intimate account of the Zionist move
ment, and exposition of Zionist philosophy as the sole 
answer to the basic needs of the Jewish people. "Zion
ism was in a sense Jewishness itself." Starting with the 
dark days of the Russian pogroms of the '80s, the book 
describes the struggle which led to the issuance of the 
Balfour Declaration in 1917, subsequent events, the 
bitter disappointment of the 1939 British White Paper, 
and the tragic period of the postwar years; it culmi
nates in the triumph of the birth of the care of Israel. 
The author's life as a great chemist and a great Jewish 
leader is interwoven with these evencs. "The story of 
my life will show how, in the end, my scientific labors 
and my Zionist interests ultimately coalesced, and 
became supplementary aspects of a single purpose." 
Analyses of past controversial issues to justify the 
author's policies; full justice is not done to his oppo
nents. An important historical and human document 
replete .with interesting episodes. 
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Arnon, 1fichael, "Arabs in Israel," Israel tmd the A1iddle 
East, I, 10-12, Jan., 1949. 
Treatment of the Arabs in Israel; attempts at economic 
rehabilitation, educational facilities, health services and 
religious and cultural needs. 

Herman, Louis Jay, "The Communist Record on Pales
tine,·· P!din Talk, III, 19-25, Jan., 1949. 
The negative attitude of Russia and the American 
Communist Party coward Zionism and Jewish Pales
tine before :May, 1947. 

Hoofien, ., ''International Investments in Israel," The 
l .o·t1el Export ]011mal, I, 3, Feb., 1949. 
ince Great Britain is no longer able to invest and most 

of the other countries do not allow exchange to be 
taken out, investments will come primarily from the 
United Stares. These will come from public and pri
vate sourcts when the Israeli pound is stabilized and 
Israel able to give reasonable security. I rael will not 
allow coloniali m; concession holders will have certain 
rights and guarantees protecting their interests, but 
there must also be fair-wage guarantees and equitable 
contribution to the country's revenue. 

Koescerich, S., "The Jewish Agency's Finances," The Pal
estine Ecollomist Anwwl- 1948, I, 29-34. 
Expenditures of the Jewish Agency and Keren Haye
sod. In 1946-1947, 22.5 per cent went for agricultural 
settlement, 20.3 per cent for immigration, 17 .3 per 
cenr for housing, and 10.8 per cent for political work 
and ecurity. 

Lichth im, George, "Behind Bevin's Hostility to Israel," 
Commentttry, VII, 246-251, Mar., 1949. 
peculations, some not quite plausible, about the rea

sons which prompted Bevin and his advisers to oppose 
the esrablishmenr of the Jewish State. Attempts to 
prognosticate developments in Britain's future policy 
toward Israel. 

Loftus, P. J., "Public Finances of Mandated Palestine," 
The P,tlestine Economist Ann11al-19481 I, 67-75. 
Policies of the Palestine Government: absence of bor
rowing, conservatism and "influence of the assumption 
of common citizenship between Jews and Arabs." In 
practice, this last assumption meant that Jews paid 
the greater part of the taxes but received little benefit 
from Government expenditures. 

Lowc.nberg, H., "Palestine and che Middle East," Ameri
can Jezl'ish Yearbook, L, 409-449, 1948-49. 
Developments, primarily political, since the U COP 
visit in the summer of 1947. hort review of the situ
ation of the Je\vs in Middle Eastern countries. 

Meron, Gershon, "Histadrut Industry-Problems and 
Prospects," The Palestine Economist AnmHd-1948, I, 
86-93. 

Meron, Gershon, "Israel's Economic Programme," Israel 
tmd the 1'fiddle E11st, I, 9, 13-15, Jan., 1949. 
Heavy immigration (130,000 Jews entered the coun
try during 1948) present grave economic problems. 
Solution along practical lines. 
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"Milestone to Peace in Palestine," United Nations B11l
letin, VI, 226-231, Mar. 15, 1949. 
Summary of the negotiations which led to the Egyp
tian-Israeli armistice agreement. 

Osipova, P., "From the History of British Rule in Pales
tine" (Russian), Voprosy Istorii, 67-88, Dec., 1948. 
Straitjackets historical events into a pattern of gen
eralizations. The United Stares and Britain have been 
rivals for oil since Turkish days; this is the basic back
ground for what happened in Palestine. 

Samuel, Edwin, "The Government of Israel and Its Prob
blems" The Middle East Jomnal, III, 1-16, Jan., 1949. 
More ~n analysis of the problems than a description of 
the Government. Penetrating observations from the 
author's first-hand experiences in the country during 
the last twenty-five years. 

Shub, Louis, "Palestine in the United Nations and the 
United States," American Jewish Yearbook, L, 236-
267, 1948-49. 
Lengthy review of the Palestine question before the 
UN since the First Special Session of the General 
Assembly in April-May 1947 to the proclamation of 
the State; changing position of the United States, and 
the attitude of Jewish and non-Jewish opinion in the 
United States to the establishment of Israel. Some in
accuracies and the omission of important dates reduce 
the article's usefulness. 

Tweedy, Owen, "Palestine 1949," The Fortnightly, 
CMLXXXVI, 88-94, Feb., 1949. 
Everything the Jews did was evil and sinister, every
thing the Arabs attempted noble and righteous. Anti
Semitic overtone, although pretendedly disturbed over 
the increase of anti-Semitism as a result of the estab
lishment of Israel. 

Weinryb, Bernard D., "Medinat Yisrael ve-Kalkalata" 
(Hebrew: The State of Israel and Its Economy), Bitz
aron, XIX, 229-237, Feb., 1949 and 332-337, Mar., 
1949. 
Economic situation at the time of Israel's birth. 

W eltsch, Robert, "UN Breathing Spell on Palestine," 
Commentary, VII, 45-50, Jan., 1949. 
What the Third Session of the General Assembly in 
Paris accomplished. Outdated. 

Ziff, William B., "Israel and the Air Age," Technion 
Yearbook 1948, VII, 66-74. 
Implications of the development of aviation. Air 
freight will make possible the export of perishable 
vegetables and semi-tropical fruits, as well as many 
products of light industries. 

Ziman, J., "The Jewish National Fund and the Jewish 
State," The Palestine Economist Annttal-1948, I, 19-
24. 

LEBANON 

Ferment in the Lebanon: The Stirrings of Revolt, Winter 
1948-1949, New York, Phoenicia Press [n.d., 1949?], 
23 pp. 
The voice of the Lebanese opposition. 
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NORTH AFRICA 

Harrison-Church, R. J., "The Problem of the Icalian 
Colonies" World A/fairs, III, 77-86, Jan., 1949. 
Informa;ional survey of Eritrea, Italian Somaliland 
and Libya. 

Rivlin, Benjamin, "Unity and Nationalism in Libya," The 
Middle East ]011,rnal, III, 31-44, Jan., 1949. 
The "separatist" and "integrating" i~sues in ~he former 
Italian colonies. Recommends an mternat1onal trus
teeship administered by the UN as the preparatory 
step to ultimate solution. 

Stafford, F. E., "The Ex-Italian Colonies," International 
A/fairs, XXV, 47-55, Jan., 1949. 
British member of the four-power commission of in
vesci aation of the Italian colonies describes the work of 
the c~mmission and the failure of the Big Four Coun
cil of Foreign Ministers to find a solution. The prob
lem was therefore turned over to the United Nations. 

SYRIA 

Nallino, Maria, "Considerevoli risultati della boni.fica 
agraria e del ripopolamento nell' 'el-Gezirah' Siriana," 
Oriente Moderno, XXVIII, 165-169, Occ.-Dec., 1948. 
Geography, history and agriculture of the province. 

TURKEY 

Projected Hydro-Electric Development in Turkey, New 
York, Turkish Information Office [ n.d. J, 10 pp. 
Turkey Today Series, No. 2. 

Pttblic Works in Tttrkey, New York, Turkish Informa
tion Office, [n.d.], 12 pp. Turkey Today Series, No. 3. 

Third Report to Congress on Assistance to Greece and 
Turkey-For the Period Ended March 31, 1948, 
Washington, Department of State, 1948, 63 pp. . 
President's report on aid rendered and the economic 
situation, particularly in Greece, during the first three 
months of 1948. (Economic Cooperation Series 9.) 

Fottrth Report to Congress on Assistance to Greece and 
Turkey-For the Period Ended June 30, 1948, Was~
ington, Department of State, 1948, 71 pp. (Economic 
Cooperation Series 12.) 

Fifth Report to Congress on Assistance to Greece and 
Turkey-For the Period Ended September 30, 1948, 
Washington, Department of State, 1949, 36 pp. 
( Economic Cooperation Series 13.) 

T11rkey's Foreign Trade. New York, Turkish Information 
Office, [ n.d.], 11 pp. Turkey Today Series, No. 1. 

Periodicals quoted: 

al-Abhath, Beirut 
Bitzaron, New York 
Commentary, New York 
The Dublin Review, London 
L'Egypte Conternporaine, Cairo 
The Fortnightly, London 
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International Affairs, London 
Israel and the Afidclle East, Tel Aviv 
The Israel Export ]011nit1l, Tel Aviv 
]ottrnal of the Ro;al Centr,d Asian ocietJ, LonJon 
The Middle E,1st f 011mdl, Washington 
Milbank Afemorial Fund Q11a.rterl;, ew York 

Ori<.nte 1'1oclerno, Rome 
Plt1in Talk, ew York 

nited 11t1om B1tlht111, ew York 
VoprosJ /.rlom, Mo 'CO\\ 

\t1 oriel A ff airs, London 
The lV arid Today, London 

Israel and the United Nations 
B) Dr. Ch,,im lVehm,mn 

An address delivered by Dr. lV eizmann, President of 
Israel, in New York, on April 23, at a dinner given in 
his honor by the American Committee for the lVeizmann 
Institttte of cience at Rehovoth. 

I AM DEEPLY moved by the ight of thi$ large and 
impressive gathering. I am con cious that in hon
oring me by your presence here tonight you pay 

tribute to rhe two cause which have commanded my 
devotion throughout my life-the cause of Israel's ri e 
to independence, and the cause of scientific progress and 
research. These two interests which I pursued so long 
in parallel but separate channels have now converged 
in the Institute of Science which has sponsored this occa
sion tonight. For at our laboratories and libraries at 
Rehovoth, in the gentle beauty of the coastal plain, we 
dedicate ourselves at once co the univer al principl of 
science and to the special needs of Israel as a state c n
fronted by urgent economic and social tasks. 

Few events in the history of our generation h,we 
evoked a wider or more ardent sympathy amongst the 
peoples of the world than the emergence of Israel as an 
independent state after two thousand years of homcle s
ness. Surely it is no ordinary epi ode. o many high 
issues are here involved. Here we have the gallant strug
gle of a people which lost six million of its sons in the 
cause of the victorious United ations against the azi 
tyranny; the establishment of democracy in an area 
where the ideals and in titutions of democracy are little 
known; the revival of one of mankind's oldest cultures; 
the creation of a home of social and scientific progress in 
a region where desperate squalor and degradation pre
vail; a successful defense against aggression; the realiza
tion of an international judgment made by the United 

ations eighteen months ago; a great ingathering of 
exiles; the auspicious beginnings of Arab-Jewish peace
all this has happened in the one crowded year since I lase 
left these shores for Israel. It is proper to feel humility 
at this great hour of Israel's fortunes. Yet I confe s that 
is a humility not unmixed with pride. I am naturally 
conscious of much imperfection in Israel still; yet in the 
light of these splendid events the idea that my people's 
rightful claim to a modest equality in the family of 
nations is still a matter of doubt, appears to me unworthy 
of any serious or sincere mind. 
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The Goal of Lasting Peace 

Your excellencies, Lidie and gentlcm<:n, it is a ource 
of special pleasure to me co cckbrate rhis occ,1 ion in the 
United rates. I racl will be eternally grateful for the 
wide support which it h.1 received from the overnmcnc 
and people of this great country. On many crucial ocrn
sions this support has been cxpres ed by the deeply 
human statesman hip of Pre ident Truman, who wa the 
pioneer in the recognition of our state. It will be my 
privilege a few <lays hence to express my people's grati
tude to the President in person. 

I recall th,1t in tho e fateful early <lays we were quick 
co re eive the r<.!cognition and con i cent support of the 
ovier Union; ever ince th..1t time we have pursued

and \: ill contin 1 to pur ue-a policy of friendship to 
all the nation , whether or not they diverge among t 
themselvc in -Other aspects of their policy. From the 
earliest day -v e were warm!} supported by the tates of 
Ea tern Europe, ouch America and the Briti h Domin
ions, whose distinguished representatives I am happy to 
greet this evening. In recent weeks I rael has been privi
leged to cstabli h official relation with governments of 
Wes tern Europe, and the ennre American continent, as 
well a making its first steps toward recognition in the 
continent of Asia. Above all other objectives my Gov
ernment will cheri h and pursue the goal of lasting peace 
between I racl and the Arab states. 

I should like to say a special word of welcome to the 
representative of the nited ations present here 
tonight, and especially to the eminent President of the 
General Assembly. Dr. Evatt has played a momentous 
role in all the procc ses which culminated in the birth 
of I rael within the shelter of the United ations. The 
cause of international cooperation owes much to his high 
qualities of intellect and zeal, and I deeply appreciate his 
eloquent words tonight. The doctrine of universal peace 
entered the records of civilization as the inheritance of 
I racl's prophetic literature. It i the corner tone of the 

barter. 
Recent events have al o created an intimate relation

ship between the early days of Israel's independence and 
the most succe ful effort yet achieved by the niced 

ations in the solution of an international conflict by 
judgment, conciliation and mediation. It is therefore a 
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happy omen co have amongst us the ecretary-General, 
Mr. Trygve Lie, who e name is almost a synonym for 
the ideal of world peace. The confidence of world opin
ion in the practical value of skillful mediation has been 
greatly strengthened by the brilliant accomplishments 
of another of our guests chis evening-Dr. Ralph Bunche. 

It is noteworthy that the statement whereby the Gov
ernment of Israel secured Parliamentary confidence 
pledges our foreign policy to seek its expression through 
the procedures of the Charter. Despite its small size, 
Israel evokes moral and intellectual influence through
out the world which may well be deemed worthy of being 
harnessed to the general strength and prestige of the 
United ations. 

The City of Jerusalem 

Ac this s ason it is natural for the world co turn its 
thoughts towards the holy city of Jerusalem. \X!ichin a 
single year Jerusalem has been rescued from the condi
tion of violence, anarchy, siege and famine in which it 
was abandoned lase year. Its people have passed through 
unforgettable sacrifices and ordeals. I have been deeply 
impressed with Jerusalem's recovery since that time. It 
is a special pride to record the part played by the Gov
ernment and people of Israel in re toring the city's life 
and security, establishing a re~ular and effective admin
istration, renewing its food and water supply and reviving 
the cultural and educational primacy befitting its tradi
tion. This achievement, at the cost of many young and 
precious lives, deserves the applause of all devout and 
reverent men to whom the neglect and humiliation of 
Jerusalem last year must have been a deep r proach. 

The Government and people of Israel are conscious of 
the international interest in the safety of th holy places 
and the right of free access to chem. We pledge our elves 
to ensure full security for religious institutions in che 
exercise of their functions; co grant the supervision of the 
holy places by those who hold them sacred; and to 
encourage and accept the fullest international safeguard 
and controls for their immunity and protection. 

Ju t as we are resolved co give complete and practical 
expression co the universal intere t ari ing from the holy 
place , so we expect that the international community 
will understand the direct and inescapable responsibility 
which Israel bears and exercises in the daily life and 
administration of Jewi h Jerusalem. I am satisfied that 
no real incompatibility exists between the interests and 
concerns of Chri tianity, to which His Holiness the Pope 
ha recencly given eloquent expre sion, and the aspira
tion of the people of Jeru alem to a sure their govern
ment and security in conformity with their national 
.1llegiance. If their i a genuine de ire co reconcile the e 
rwo interests, a harmoniou solution can wiftly be 
ecured with international consent. 

The End of Human uffering 

ladie and gentlemen, it hould not be imagined that 
rhi record of advance in o many field signifies that 
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Israel's main tasks are over. 1 oching has been more 
impre ive in recent months than co observe the welcome 
.flow of Jewish immigrants by their tens of thousands 
into our open pores. With their arrival a terrible chapter 
in human suffering is about to be closed. They come 
destitut , haunted by the terrible memories of martyr
dom, very often till stunned and demoralized by the 
ordeals through which they have passed. To secure their 
transportation and absorption in productive work is an 
immense task, the successful completion of which de
pends entirely upon the outcome of the United Jewi h 
Appeal, which merits the fervent support of American 
Jewry. 

I cannot pos ibly exaggerate the importance of a suc-
cc. sful campaign for the ·nited Jewish Appeal this year. 
It is the one really decisive test of American Jewry's 
devotion to the cause of Israel and the Jewish people. 

~o les than 23,000 of our people have come to our 
shores in the first sixteen days of April alone. We receive 
them on the solemn assumption that American Jews will 
,l sisr us in providing the resources without which the 
very generosity of our immigration policy will crush the 
economy of our scare. 

If Jews in this country are the partners in Israel's pride, 
let them share in its travails which it has endured not for 
I rael it elf but for the life and dignity of our people. 

Thi great increase in our population compels us co 
give urgent attention co the conditions necessary for our 
people to maintain a dignified standard of life. In order 
to make up the disparity between the needs of our immi
grants and th limited resources of our country, great 
scheme of industrial and agricultural development muse 
be undertaken. These, together with the settlement and 
irrigation of the egev, can help a swift expansion to 
take place in Israel's economic opportunitie . The Weiz
mann Institute is engaged in an investigation of the 

egev' potentialities. Our first conclusions indicate that 
both the egev's agricultural possibilities and its indus
trial resources can be more hopefully evaluated than 
they u ed co be. 

The Role of Science 

A country such as I rael can only develop industry 
ba ed on the skill of it people and rhe application of the 
results of scientific research. The Institute of cience at 
Rehovoth has already played an honorable part in every 
crisis of our state. The proces e worked out there have 
enabled good result co b, obtained from advanced agri
cultural methods. hen the country was at war the 
work hops and laboratories at Rehovoth were a potent 
aid in it defense. ow a we stand on the thre hold of 
great industrial development, it i certain that only scien
tific re earch can reveal new po sibilities for the manu
facture of exportable goods. 

\Vhile we shall nor neglect the needs of pure science, 
I ,1m e pecially con cious at chi time of the urgent nee:d 
for applied re earch, harne sed co a swiftly developin~ 
economy. Ioreover, high scand,1rd of production, health 
and education in an I rael dominated by a scientific spirit, 
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cannot fail to have a deep effect upon the surrounding 
Arab world. We enter upon our t._1 k with a deep ense 
of regional responsibility, hoping tliat the Arab people 
will soon join us in the common pur uit of peace .rnd 
welfare. The development of the fiddle E,1 t holds out 
great hope for a common regional olution of problems 
of economic recovery, social tability and refugee cttle
ment. The problem of resettling refugee in con<licion 
favorable to their free and peaceful life requires urgent 
attention by all the Governments concerned. 

The glaring light of public ,:tttenrion i focus ed upon 
the State of Israel. !\,fore is expected of it th,rn is usually 

denunJed of uch snul l rnce born in the throe of 
a<lver icy and cri i . The cultural traditions of our people 
encour,1gc the worltl co expect ,1 corre ponding ,1chicve
mcnr by I rael in modern cunes. ~- e ,rnnoc hope co ur
pn e the world wich ,inr nunifc ration of m,m:rial 
power; and I rael h,1 no Jet:1 er longing than to turn it 
encrgie into the ,ut of pe,tee. In this generation, .1 
always before, I r,1el mu ' t nuke it mark through the 
achievement of it mind ,rnd pirit. I pray th,1t the om
ing year of independence \\ ill be not unworthy of the 
fir t; and that I rael will rem,1in forever faithful co it 
mo t univer ,ti .rnd -i~nificant ide,ll . ... 

The Middle East - Review of Events 
February 17 to April 1 5, 1949 

B; M. Perlmmm 

X
TER six weeks of negotiations, bringing to an end 

nine months of ho cilicies Egypt and Isr.1cl 
signed an armi rice on February 4. The agree

ment was at the same time a tribute to Dr. Bunche's 
negotiating skill and the fir c omen char pe,ice in P,iles
tine might soon be rescored. Jc was followed le th.rn 
two months lacer by an armi cice between I ra 1 .rnJ 
Lebanon, and on April 3 by an armistice between I rnc:1 
and Transjordan. 

The latter came in for much cricici m in I rnel' Kne -
set, the extreme right and the extreme left opposition 
maintaining chat it virtually opened che way for the 
entrance of Britain into Pale cine, vi,1 Tran jor<lan, nnJ 
warning the Government chat it would bt bol rcring 
Kina Abdu11ah's schemes if it consented co Jee him ,rnncx 

Arab Palestine. The agreement was neverrhele s approved 
by a vote of confidence ( 6-1 to 1 S ) . 

The nited acions Conciliation ommi sion held a 
number of meetings in Beirut with Arab representatives, 
and in Tel Aviv. Both sides indicated a readiness co 
participate in a conference on neutral oil, and the Com
mission decided to hold such a conference in Lau anne. 

The solution of the difficult problem of the Arab refu

gees is being recognized in nuny quarters a involving 
resettlement and rehabilitation. In the House of Lords 
in London it was seated chat only through large-scale 
development projects in the Arab countrie could the 
situation be succes fully dealt with. 

The Conciliation Commis ion lost no time in prote t
ing against the Israeli cabinet's decision to move a num
ber of its ministries and departments to Jeru alem. It 
considered chat this move would prejudice the future 
status of Jerusalem, and that it was at variance with the 
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Gc.neral A ·embly's in cruccion com:ernmg the incer-
nationali~ation of the cit}. On .. 1 visit to .1 hingron, 
Foreign fini ter lun.:cc decl,m:J clue the 1ty 
mu t remam p,uc of I r,1el ,rnd chat the ld iry might 

be placed under a 1 tru ·tc:eship. Jeru .1km i now 
actually di ,ided beC\\een I r.1d and Tr<rn jor<lan. The 
latter is oppo ed t incernaciona!izacion. The V .uican is 
tron 1~ly in ft ·or fa Li. · regime. There i ,1 fc:eling in 

m.1ny circl -, however_ clue chis would h,1r<lly prove 

pr,iccicable. 
D,n i<l Bc:n Gurion formc:d ,l coalition cabinet fron1 

\\ hich the Heruch p,trty ( Revi ioni -c , Ir gun) is ex
cludc:d .. rnJ which the fapam ( left-wing l.ibor) an<l 
General Zionist rc:fu e<l co join. Dr. Weizm,inn wa 

\\ om in a Pre i<lcnt of the cate. The \\ .we of rlcog
nition continued: Bolivi,1, hin._1, Au cria, Mexico, chc: 

Philippines, and Turkey, the first Moslem country to 

grant recognition. 
~ ith the pro pect of pacification along its frontier 

brighter, Israel is concenm1cing on its economic problems 
-immigration, hou ing, supplies, trade relations and 
production. 

A painless coup d'etat engineered by the Army rook 
place in yria on farch 30. " fo c experienced ob ervers 
... are unanirnou in expre ing a toni hmenc chat there 
\Yas o little behind the con citucional and parliamentary 
fa~ade of the yrian Republic." 1 

The President and his cabinet were placed under arre t 
and urged to resign; some small political group were 
suppressed; the pre s was even more ti htly muzzled; 
Parliament was dissolved; new elections were promised 

1 Alb,on Ro , The 1 
1w York TtmeJ, April 7. 
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under a new electoral law which would grant the fran
chise to women, for the first time in an Arab state; a 
cabinet of technical experts was set up, and a delegation 
sent to negotiate an armistice with Israel. 

Various and contradictory interpretations have been 
given to explain the plot which brought about the over
throw of the Government. While some lay it to an Egyp
tian move against the Hashimi house, others see in it a 
pro-Hashimi hand. The head of the victorious Army 
clique, General Husni Zayim, asserted that the Army was 
exasperated by the conduct of affairs and of the war, and 
that the intolerable insults heaped on the Army by in
effective politicians made it imperative to free the coun
try of corruption. 

The members of Parliament could not reach agree
ment on what action to take; the elder statesman, Faris 
el Khouri, whom the Army chief regards with great 
reverence, could not be moved to express his complete 
agreement with the new forces; and so the Army junta, 
cheered on by students demonstrating in the streets, found 
itself in charge of the State machinery. 

Premier uri es-Said paid a visit to Damascus, and 
Iraq shortly thereafter granted recognition to the new 
regime, the first country to do so. A second visitor was 
the secretary general of the Arab League. 

The Lebanese press, already badly mauled by admin
istrative bullying, trials, fines and suspensions was de
cried by the head of the new regime in Syria. The 
Lebanese premier also promised a new electoral law and 
franchise for women. The opposition is unrelenting in 
its demand for a new Chamber; as usual, both sides in
sist on wide reforms. 

There seems to be a growing rapprochement between 
Egypt and Great Britain. Ahmed Khashaba Pasha, the 
Foreign Minister, spoke recently of "loyal cooperation" 
between the two countries. After three months of nego
tiations, a trade pact was signed, with Khashaba express
ing the hope that it would consolidate the basis of co
operation in other spheres. London agreed to release 
30 million pounds of Egypt's frozen sterling balances for 

the current year, raise British exports to Egypt from 34.5 
to 47 million pounds, and facilitate the supply of petro
leum and petroleum products. 

The Suez Canal Company undertook to fill ninety per 
cent of its administrative staff and eighty per cent of the 
technical posts with Egyptians, to increase Egypt's share 
of the profits, and to enlarge her membership on the 
Board of Directors. At the same time, differences be
tween the Government and the Standard Oil Company 
of Egypt, an affiliate of Standard Oil of ew Jersey, 
brought about a uspension of the operations of the 
American concern. 

Considerable importance is attached to the passage of 
laws on income tax and social ecurity. If carried out, 
these may mark the beginning of a radical change in the 
system of taxation and the acceptance of social responsi
bilities by the State and the upper classes. 

In Iran, proclamation of martial law was followed by 
a decree ordering elections for a new Parliament. There 
were border skirmishes between Soviet troops and 
Iranian units and "cold war jitters" hit the country. 

The General As embly of the United ations, meet
ing at Lake Success, is dealing with two Middle Eastern 
que tion : I rael's application for membership in the 
world organization, and the fate of the former Italian 
coloni . The General Committee of the Assembly 
recommend d that action on the application be taken 
without preliminary debate; the recommendation was 
not, however, accepted and the Assembly referred the 
matter to its Political and Security Committee. The argu
ment was raised that, to prove herself a worthy candidate 
for membership, Israel should first undertake to respect 
the United ations resolution on the internationalization 
of Jerusalem. It was illuminating that while the British 
were leading the demand for internationalization at Lake 
Success, in London they were expressing doubts about 
such a solution. 

With respect to the Italian colonies, protracted dis
cussion is foreseen since the Western powers have failed 
to reach substantial agreement about their disposition. 

Chronology 
(Mar. 16-Apr. 15, 1949) 

EGYPT 
Mar. 31: Great Britain and Egypt conclude a financi,ll and 

commercial agreement under which the former will allow 
Egypt fewer dollars bm will increa e exports particularly 
of heavy capital goods, co make up her loss. 
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GREAT BRITAIN 
Mar. 18: The Briti h increa e their financial as iscance co 

Tran jord,rn's Arab Legion for the fi cal year 1949-50 
from £2,000,000 co £3,500,000 ( about 14,000,000). 

Mar. 29: Lord Henderson declares in rhe House of Lords 
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that the Government is ready to cooperate in the resettle
ment of Palestine Arab refugees through large-scale devel
opment projects in Arab countries. 

Apr. 13: Christopher P. Mayhew, Foreign Undersecretary, 
tells the House of Commons that Parliament will be asked 
to approve an interest-free loan of £1,000,000 ro Trans
jordan to initiate development projects for the resettle
ment of Arab refugees. 

Apr. 14: Speaking in Commons, Mayhew expresses doubts 
about the feasibility of a "full scheme of internationaliza
tion" for Jerusalem. 

IRAN 
Mar. 19: The Moscow radio attacks Anglo-American activi

ties in Iran on the ground that airdromes, ports and com
munications are being constructed to aid American mili
tary and political "expansion." 

Mar. 23: At a news conference, Secretary of State Dean 
Acheson denounces the Russian charges as "false and 
demonstrably untrue." 

ISRAEL 

Mar. 17: By a vote of 85-3, the Knesset ratifies the agree
ment with rhe Export-Imporc Bank for a lo,1n of 
$100,000,000. 

Mar. 18: During a visit ro the U.S., Foreign Minister Moshe 
Sharett says that the Old City of Jerusalem might be 
placed under international control, under a UN trustee
ship. 

Cuba and Finland follow their de f .rcto recognition 
with de jure recognition. 

Mar. 22: The Government decides to transfer five ministries 
from Hakirya ro Jerusalem. 

1"'\iar. 28: The Knesset refuses to give the Communist repre
sentation on its Foreign Affairs and Security Committees. 

Turkey grants de facto recognition. 
Mar. 30: Prime Minister David Ben Gurion informs the 

Knesset that the Government has instructed the Israeli 
delegation at the UN to request an inquiry on whether the 
Arab states, particularly Syria and Iraq, are complying 
with the General Assembly resolution outlawing geno
cide. 

Apr. 1: Four Israeli soldiers, traveling in a military Gtr, are 
ambushed and killed between Faluja and Hebron. 

The Philippines grant de j11re recognition. 
Apr. 4: After a .heated debate, the Knesset approves the 

Transjordan armistice agreement by a 61-15 vote of con
fidence. 

Apr. 7: Mexico grants de j1fte recognition. 

LEBANON 
Apr. 9: The Home Ministry says that there are 3,300 acres 

of hashish plantations which produce 77.152 pounds of 
the drug, mostly sold in Egypt, and provide an income of 
51,000,000 Lebanese pounds. The law imposes severe 
penalties for hashish cultivation, but most of the planta
tions are owned by persons of high local standing and the 
penalties are seldom applied against them. 

SYRIA 
Mar. 30: The Government is overthrown in a bloodless coup 

d'etat led by Gen. Husni Zavim, chief of staff of the 
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Army. The President, Shukri el Kuwacly, and the cabinet 
ministers are placed under arrest. 

Mar. 31: Seveney-six of the 136 members of P.1rliament 
remain in all-night session but are not able to reach a 
decision on accepting Gen. Zayim's ultimatum that they 
depose the President or lose their positions. 

Apr. 1: Gen. Zayim announces that Parliament has been dis
solved and that he has formed a "provisional administra
tive government" with himself "temporarily" as its head. 

Apr. 12: Gen. Zayim issues a decree permanently suppress
ing eleven of the nineteen newspapers in Damascus. 

Apr. 13: Premier Khalid el Azem resigns and is released 
after fourteen days' confinement. 

Apr. 14: Gen. Zayim announces that he will form a "consti
tutional" cabinet in preparation for a return to "demo
cratic'' government. 

TRANSJORDAN 
Mar. 17: Transjordan sets up civil administration in all 

Palestine areas under her control. 

Apr. 15: Dr. Yusef Heikal, former mayor of Jaffa and the 
first Palestine Arab tO accept Transjordan citizenship, is 
named Transjordan's minister to the U.S. 

UNITED NATIONS 

Armistice Negotiations 

Mar. 16: l rael and Transjordan agree on armistice lines in 
Jeru alem ba ed on the truce lines agreed upon by their 
milirnry commanders on Nov. 30. 

Mrlr. 17: The acting Mediaror, Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, an
nounces rhac Israel and Transjordan have agreed in prin
ciple to reduce and equalize their forces in the armistice 
demarcation zone. 

Mar. 20: Israeli and Lebanese delegations initial an armistice 
agreement at the frontier post of Ras en Naqura. 

l\,Lir. 21: Dr. Bunche announces that Syria and Israel have 
accepted an invitation to Ji cuss an armistice. 

A Bri ti h Foreign Office spokesman says that Britain 
has under consideration a request by Transjordan for Brit
i h troops "ro patrol part of Transjordan's southern border 
in view of alleged Israc.:li incursions" into her territory. 

An Israeli Government spokesman denies that any 
Israeli troops have cro sed into Tran jordan. 

In a statement to Secretary General Trygve Lie and to 
the members of the Security Council, the Israeli delega
tion charges that recent British troop arrivals in Aqaba 
are in violation of the truce resolution of May 29, 1948; 
she asks that the British forces be withdrawn. 

}War. 23: Lebanon and Israel sign an armistice agreement. 
Dr. Bunche informs the Security Council that Great 

Britain, Israel and Transjordan have violated the truce 
by moving troops in the Aqaba region. 

A British Foreign Office spokesman rejects the charge. 

Mar. 29: Israel's and Transjordan's delegates return to their 
capitals to obtain approval on the final armistice draft. 

Mar. 31: Gen. Zayim, Syria's new military ruler, informs 
the UN Chief of Staff, Brig. Gen. William E. Riley, that 
he is willing to proceed with armistice negotiations with 
Israel. 
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Apr._ 3: Israeli and Transjordanian delegates sign an armi
st1ce agreement. 

Dr. Bunche announces that negotiations between Isr.1.el 
and Syria will start on the 5th. 

Apr. 5: Representatives of Israel and Syria meet near Rosh 
Pinah, between the Israeli and Syrian lines. 

Gen. Zayim charges chat about 60 Israeli soldiers have 
penetrated some 300 meters into yrian terricory north 
of Lake Huleh; he threatens co annihilate the force unless 
it is withdrawn. 

Apr. 7: The Israeli unit withdraws. 

Apr. 8: Lieur. Col. Mordecai Makleff informs Gen. Riley 
that the Israeli delegation is not prepared ro continue 
negotiations with Syria unless she withdraws her troops 
from Hill 223, which had been occupied during the truce. 

Apr. 12: The Israeli and Syrian delegations resume armistice 
talks after a compromise formula is found for the Syrian 
evacuation of Hill 223. 

A pr. 13: Israel and Syria sign a cease-fire agreement as a 
preliminary step to an armi rice. 

Conciliation Commission 

l\for. 17: It is announced that Haj Amin el Hus eini, the 
ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, has been invited to testify before 
the Commission as the repre enrarive of a "non-govern
ment group" and not of rhe "Palestine Arab GO\·ernmenr.' 

Mar. 21: The Commission holds its first meeting with rep
resentatives of the Arab states at Beirut. 

Mar. 24: The Commission hears a deputation from the Arab 
war refugees. ince the Commi sion refu e to recognize 
its governmental status, the ex-Mufti's group decides nor 
to appear bur only co send a written memorandum. 

Mar. 25: Israel submits to the Commission .l memormdum 
advocating rhe serrlemenr of rhe majority of che Ar.1b ".1.r 
refugees in Arab countries. 

Apr. 4: The Commission announces clue it will report co 
ecrerary General Trygve Lie irs pl.in ro "continue and 

expand" exchanges of viev.·s with all governments con
cerned in the Palestine que tion at some neutral pl.lee "in 
the near future." 

Apr. 5: Dr. Bunche arrives in Beirut ro confer with the 
Commission. The Commission announces the ··successful 
close" of its discu sions with the Arab governments and 
ays that all Arab League member-state except Iraq h.1.ve 

approved the continuation of the "exclunge of views." 

Apr. 14: The Commission decides ro hold future conference -
with Arabs and Israelis at Lausanne, SwitzerlJnd, begin
ning Apr. 26. 

General Assembly 

Apr. R: The General Committee of the General A sembly 
decides, by a vote of 9-3, to recommend th.u the A embly 
take up Israel's application for membership without pre
liminary debate in the Political and ecurity Committee. 
Great Britain, Iran and Lebanon oppo e the decision; 
Australia and Belgium abstain. 
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Apr. 13: By a 31-18 vote, with 7 abstentions and 2 ab en
cees, the Assembly decides to refer Israel's application rn 
its Political and Security Committee. 

UNITED STATES 

Mar. 16: Jewish organizations protest again c the reported 
trials and execution of seven Iraqi Jews for Zionist 
:l.CCL\' ltleS. 

A bill to authorize a 16,000,000 contribution ro the 
U for the relief of Palestine war refugees is pa ed by 
the House and sent to the President. 

Mar. 24: Pres. Truman signs the bill. 

Apr. 13: Pres. Weizmann arrives in the U.S. for a visit. 

VATICAN 

Apr. 15: Pope Pius XII asks, in a Good Friday encyclical, 
that Jerusalem be internationalized. 

YEMEN 

Mar. 18: In response co a British appeal, Imam eif el I Lim 
Ahmed forbtds Jews co go to the British Crown colony 
of Aden, from where an Israeli-operated airlift flies the ·e 
refugees co Israel. 
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Israel -The 59th Member o 

7 
t e ,,United Nations v 

By Benjatnin Shwadran 

DURING the past year and a half, Israel had to 

fight for her very existence, set up a govern
mental machine out of the chaos left behind 

by the Mandatory, establish the democratic basis and 
structure of the state, obtain recognition from the coun
tries of the world, and seek admission to the world organ
ization. This last effort, beset by complicated legal and 
political obstacles, was successfully achieved when, on 
May 11, Israel attained full diplomatic stature as the 
fifty-ninth member of the United ations. 

Section F of the General Assembly resolution of 
ovember 29, 1947 partitioning Palestine provided: 

"When the independence of either the Arab or the Jew
ish State as envisaged in this plan has become effective 
and the declaration and undertaking, as envisaged in 
this plan, have been signed by either of them, sympa
thetic consideration should be given to its application 
for admission to membership in the United ations in 
accordance with Article 4 of the Charter of the United 
Nations." But the development of events was not that 
envisaged by the resolution and many of its provisions 
could not be implemented. Of the three units envisaged 
in the resolution-the Jewish State, the Arab State, and 
the City of Jerusalem-only the Jewish State came into 
existence, and this was due solely to Jewish determination 
to bring about the realization of the Zionist dream, and 
despite the open, violent opposition co the UN resolution 
by the Arab states and the unwillingness of the U itself 
to implement partition. 

Article 4 of the Charter, governing admission to mem
bership, reads: 

1. Membership in the United Nations is ope? t~ all 
other peace-loving states which accept the_ obl1gat1ons 
contained in the present Charter and, rn the Judgment of 
the Organization, are able and willing co carry out these 
obligations. 

2. The admission of any such rate to membership in 
the United ations will be effected by .l decision of the 
General Assembly upon the rernmrnrnd,1tion of the e
curicy Council. 

As early as last August, the Israel i r' prcscntative at 
the United ations submitted a me1,1orandum to the 
members of the Security Council proving that according 
to the membership requirements, Israel was fully quali
fied for admission. Although the British served notice 
that they would not vote for Israel's admission, ecretary 
of State George C. Marshall, in his opening speech be
fore the General Assembly in Paris on September 23, 
called on the U to admit Israel and Transjordan. Again 
on ovember 20, Dr. Philip C. Jessup, the United State 
reprc entativc in the Political and Security Committee, 
in a preliminary statement on the Palestine issue, said 
that the nited States looked forward to the admission 
of Israel and that it was his Government's hope that the 
ecurity C uncil would soon be able to recommend the 

new Seate a fully qualified for membership. 
The General Assembly and the Security Council were 

both dealing with the Palestine question at this time. 
The former was struggling, unsuccessfully, to formulate 
a resolution based on the Bernadotte plan, while the 
latter was striving to bring about an armistice in Pales
tine. everthelcss, taking into consideration Israel's 
rapid progress since the official proclamation of the State 
on May 14, her Foreign Minister, Moshe Sharett, pre
sented Israel's application to Secretary General Trygve 
Lie on the anniversary date of the partition resolution, 

ovember 29, for transmission to the ecuriry Council: 

On May 14, 1948, the indepen~ence of the. Stace of 
Israel was proclaimed by the Nanonal Council of the 
Jewish people in Palestine by virtue _of the natural_ a~d 
historic right of the Jewish people to independence m its 
own sovereign tate and in pursuance of the . General 
Assembly Resolution of November 29, 1947. ince that 



dare Israel has been consolidated administratively and 
defended itself successfully against the aggression of 
neighbouring rates. Ir has so far achieved recognition by 
nineteen Powers. 

On behalf of the Provisional Government of Israel, I 
have now the honour to request the admission of Israel as 
a member of the United ations in accordance with 
Article 4 of the Charter. 

In view of the special nature of this application I 
would reque c chat ics consideration should proceed with
out regard to the deadlines fixed by Rule 60, paragraph 
1-4, but in conformity with paragraph 5 of the ame Rule 
60 of the Provisional Rules of Procedure of the ecurity 
Council. 

A formal declaration that the Government of I rael 
accepts all the obligations stipulated in the United ,t· 

rions Charter is enclo ed. 
My Government ubmits that Israel's admission to the 

United ations will constitute an act of international 
justice to che Jewish people, fully consiscenc with United 

arions policy on A1le tine, and will contribute to the 
stabilisation of the Middle East and ro the cause of inter
national peace. 

The attached declaration read: 
On behalf of rhe care of Israel, I, Mo he hertok, Min

ister for Foreign Affairs, being duly authorised by the 
State Council of Israel, declare th,1t the rate of Israel 
hereby unreservedly accepts the obligations of the United 

ations Charter and undertakes to honour them from the 
day when it becomes a member of the United .mon .. 

Before the Security Council 

Three days lacer, the ecurity Council took up Israel's 
application. The United tares repre entative, Dr. Je sup, 
urged the Council to approve it. He pointed out that the 
application had to be considered und r the terms of 
Article 4 of the Charter, a con ideration which rai cd che 
following questions: Is Israel a rate! I he peac -
loving? Is she accepting the obligations of the Charter! 
Is she willing and able to carry out these obligations~ 

On the question of whether Israel is or is not a state 
Dr. Jessup recalled to the Council that all the cl,1ssical 
writers on international law give four qualifications for 
a race: it must have a people it must ha~e a territory, 
ic must have a government, and that government mu c 
have the capacity to enter into relations with ocher states. 
He pointed out that Israel exercised complete inde
pendence of judgment and will in executing its foreign 
policy; no one can doubt that Israel has a government. 
"I think the world has been particularly impressed with 
the way in which the people of I rael have organized 
their government and have established a firm system of 
administration and of lawmaking under the most diffi
cult conditions." 

obody questions the fact that Israel has a people. 
To arguments in connection with the territory of Israel 
Dr. Jessup pointed out that in no treatment of chis sub-
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jeer has there ever been insistence that the territory of a 
state must be ~xactly fixed by de.finite frontiers. "The 
existence of the United cares of America was not in 
question before its final frontiers were determined." The • 
insistence that a state have a territory, Dr. Jessup said, 
is merely that there must be some portion of the earth's 
surface which its people inhabit and over which it gov-
ernment exercises authority. " o one can deny that the 

race of Israel responds to this requirement." 
Having thus established that Israel fulfils all the re

quirements of a state, the United races representative 
turned to the other conditions contained in Article 4. 
He declared that the United States was of the view that 
Israel is a peace-loving nation; the history of the ovem
ber 29 resolution of the General Assembly and the vari
ous resolutions of the ecurity Council indicate how 
peace-loving the Jewish people are. The State of Israel, 
in its application had solemnly declared that it accepted 
the obligations imposed by the Charter. As to the last 
requirement of Article 4, Dr. Jessup said: "It is the 
judgment of che United tates as one of the members of 
the United ations that the rate of Israel is able and 
willing to carry out the obligations imposed by the 
Charter." In summarizing the requirements for member
ship, h concluded: "As a result of any inspection of the 
requirement for member hip in the United ation , as 
set out in rti le 4 of the Charter, and of their applica- • 
tion t the pecific situation of Israel, my delegation 
reaches th definite conclusion that the tare of Israel is 
qualified for membership and that its application should 
be endorsed by che ecuricy Council." 

The United race delegate not only advocated the 
approval of Israel' application; he also argued that 
"special circumstances" governed the ituation, that ic 
was a matter of urgency and should therefore come under 
the last paragraph of Rule 60 of the ecurity Council's 
rules of procedure. 1 ince the General As embly wa 
about to conclude it session in Pari , Dr. Je sup de
clared that it would be highly desirable to make it pos~ 
ible for Israel to become a member before the clo ing 

of the session so that in reaching a final adjustment of 
the Palestine problem "Israel should cake its place 
among the members of the nited ations, equally 
bound by the Charter, equally re pon ible co the obli
gations of the Charter," and he urged the President of 
the ecurity Council to reque t the Membership Com
mittee co report back to the Council not later than De
cember 6. 

1 Thi paragraph reads: "In special circum tances, the ecurity 
Council may decide to make a recommendation to the General As- • 
embly concerning an application for member hip subsequent to the 

expiration of the time limit set forth in the preceding paragraph." 
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Sir Alexander Cadogan, speaking for the United 
Kingdom, declared that his Government considered 

Israel's application "both premature and rather doubt
ful," that there was no urgency in the matter, and there 
were many important question regarding Israel's com
pliance with the ecurity ouncil re olution , the defini
tion of boundaries and other is ucs, which should be 
solved before consideration was given to admitting the 
Jewish care into the U . Alexandre Parodi of France 
pointed our that since the Political ommittee of che 
General Assembly was dealing with the Pale tine qut~
tion and was about to arrive at a resolution, con idera
tion of the application should be deferred until after 
the Assembly had acted. Ru ia supported the immedi,1te 
approval of the application; Canada felt that it would 
be better to wait until Israel's attitude to the Genernl 
Assembly's forthcoming resolution was known. 

The President, in accordance with the rules of pro
cedure, turned the application over to the Member hip 
Committee. On December .... , the hair man of the om

miccee notified the ecurity ouncil that the Commim:e 
had come co the conclusion chat ic was not "at pre C:nt 

in po ses ion of che requi ire information to enable it 
to come to any decision." He told che ouncil chat che 
Committee was particularly concernc:d over th face 
that the General Assembly itself had not yet re, ched a 
conclusion on the Pale tine quc:stion a a whole. 

On the 15th of December, four d,lys after the ener,d 
A embly adopted its re olucion/ the curicy ouncil 
cook up Israel's application again. Great Britain intro
duced a resolution co defer its con ider,ltion in<lefinitdy; 

France, supported by anad,1, a ked for a poscponcmenc 
of two days. The latter propo al was acted on first ,rnd 
the Council adjourned. When it reconvened on the 17th, 
France was still not in a po ition co cake a definite stand 
and she a ked for a further postponement of about a 
month. yria then introduced a resolution asking for an 
advisory legal opinion from the International Court of 
Justice on certain aspects of the Palestine i sue. If chi 
had been accepted, Israel's application could not have 
been considered until the Court delivered it opinion. 
At the end of the debate, all three draft re olurion -
Great Britain's, France s and yria' -were rejected. The 

ouncil then voted on the application: Argentin,1, 
Colombia, Russia the kraine and the niced cace in 
favor; yria again t; Belgium, Canada, hina, France 
and Great Britain abstained. The vote, two short of the 
necessary majority was a rejection of the application. 

!! See "From Partition to Conciliation," Palestine A!]air.r, l •l 5-
14 , Dec., 194 
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,Again Before the Security Council 

On the very day that the fir 't ,umi rice between I rael 
and ,rn Arab t,lte, Egypt, w,1 igned Febru,uy 2 -

Israel' reprc entative at Lake ucce s resubmitted hi 
country' bid for membership. Ic was taken up by the 
ecuricy ·ouncd on farch 3. France. which had pre

viously a ked for postponement, nov-; announce<l chat 
she con idered tlut I -rael had proved herself worthy of 
member hip ,lild tluc she would vote favor,1bly on the 
,1pplicarion. 1c:amd1ik, Chin,l 's Jekgate mised a pro
cedur,d gue cion \\ hen he maintained that ,Kcor<ling co 
Rule 59, the ,1pplicacion hould be turned over to the 

1embcr hip Committe for considcr,uion. I le made it 
ckar that his sugge rion in no w,1y reflected hi dcleg,1-
tion's actitu<le to\var<l the <1pplic.1tion itself and chat 
China woul<l vote for Israel' membership. orway up
ported the hincse uggestion, ,l <lid Egypt. The United 
·races' position w,l tlut all pertinent face in the m,ltter 

\\ ere \\ ell kno,\ n to all the member of the ouncil, 
chat the kmbcrship ommicre:e lud ,dready con idered 
the ,lpplirntion ,ind ha<l reported on it, and that the 
rc:quiremc.nts of Rule 59 h,l<l been complied \\ ich. He 
pointed out that the Committee's c,uement: "The Com
mim:e con idcrs tlur it will be for the ecuricy ouncil 
co ck ide , t the p,r per time "hether to refer the nutter 
back co c 1e: mmicccc or cake a decision itself," left it 
up to the oun il to take action and therefore no po c
poncm<:'. nr 1as nc:cessary. The vote.: on the motion co 
refrr the ap1 lic,ltion b,Kk co the Membership ommit
tec w,1 four in fav )r, chret: oppo c.:d, and four absten
tions, ,lild the Pre i<lcnt ruled that con idcracion of 
Israel' bid was before the 'ouncil. 

The debate began the following <lay. ir Terence 
hone declared that Great Britain would ab rain from 

voting bec,rn e statements made by responsible Israeli 
repre cnrativc indicated chat I racl did not intend to 

p,ly attention to certain re olutions, particularly the 
question of the internationalization of Jeru alem and 
of permitting the Arab refugee to return co their homes 
in I rael or compensate them. Britain would have pre
ferred to defer consideration of the application until these 
i ue were clarified, but since the Council wa determined 
to take immediate action, he would be forced to ab rain. 
However, he concluded emphatically: "We shall not 
vote again t I rael's admis ion. We have said in the 
pa t that we do not intend to use our privileged veto 
to block the admi sion of any rate which obtains the 
requisite majority." When Canada and Cuba indicated 
that their vote would be favorable, and orway who 
would have preferred to defer the application, did like
wi e, it was a foregone conclusion that the ecurity Coun-
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cil would recommend Israel for membership. The only 
opponent was Egypt, whose representative violently at
tacked Israel and all the governments who were sup
porting her application. 

The United States representative, Warren R. Austin, 
introduced the following resolution: 

THE SECURITY COUNCIL, 

HAVING RECEIVED and considered the application of 
Israel for membership in the United Nations; 

DECIDES in its judgment that Israel is a peace-loving 
State and is able and willing to carry out the obligations 
contained in the Charter; and 

ACCORDINGLY RECOMMENDS to the General Assembly 
that it admit Israel to membership in the United Nations. 

The vote was 9 in favor: Argentina, Canada, China, 
Cuba, France, Norway, the Ukraine, the U.S.S.R. and 
the United States; Egypt against, and the United King
dom abstaining. The President, Alberto y Alvarez of 
Cuba, ruled that the resolution was adopted.3 

Before the General Assembly 

On March 7, the President of the Security Council 
notified Dr. Herbert V. Evatt of Australia, the President 
of the General Assembly, that the Security Council rec
ommended Israel's admission to the United Nations. A 
month later, the General Committee of the Assembly 
recommended that the application be included on the 
agenda of the Third Session for consideration by the 
General Assembly without prior reference to a com
mittee. However, when the plenary met on April 13 to 

take action on this recommendation, the Arab bloc, 
backed by the Scandinavian countries and Great Britain, 
objected to such direct consideration. While the Assem
bly voted, 46-7, with 3 abstentions, to put Israel's appli
cation on its agenda, it voted, 31-18, with 7 abstentions, 
to refer the application first to the Political Committee. 

The Political Committee was overloaded and on April 
29, the General Committee recommended that the appli
cation be transferred to the ad hoc Political Committee, 
which was then idle. This was approved by the plenary 
on May 2, after a prolonged debate, by a vote of 42-12, 
with 3 abstentions. 

3 Concerning the fact that Great Britain, one of the permanent 
members of the Council, had abstained from voting, the President 
declared: "According to the established practice of the Security 
Council, whenever the rule of unanimity of the permanent members 
is concerned, the abstention of one of those permanent members 
does not invalidate the favorable vote of the Security Council.'' Dr. 
Jose Arce of Argentina, however, said that he wished to state that 
while it was true, as the President had said, that the Security Coun• 
cil had adopted this practice, it was his opinion that the Council had 
no right to modify the Charter in this respect. The President's rul
ing was not challenged. 
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The Ad Hoc Political Committee Acts 
That same day, Dr. Evatt notified the Chairman of 

the ad hoc Committee, General Carlos P. Romulo of 
the Philippines, that three items had been allocated to 
his Committee, and he listed them in the following 
order: 

1. Israel's application 
2. The question of Indonesia 
3. The creation of a subcommission to scudy che prob

lem _of the aboriginal population of the American 
continent 

The ad hoc Committee was convened on the 3rd. 
The tactics of Israel's opponents were clear from the 
very first meeting when the Chairman proposed that 
the agenda be taken up in the order outlined by Dr. 
Evatt. Pakistan's representative wanted the order re
versed in accordance with the original listing in the 
Political Committee, i.e., with Israel last. The underly
ing hope was, of course, that the application would not 
be reached in time and that action would have to be 
deferred to the next session of the Assembly. Pakistan 
was supported by Lebanon, while the United States, 
Poland, Mexico, Belgium and Australia supported Dr. 
Evatt's listing. General Romulo ruled that the latter 
would be the order of the agenda. 

The Committee was about to begin debate when 
again Sir Mohammed Zafrullah Khan of Pakistan at
tempted to block consideration of the application on the 
ground that since Great Britain had abstained from 
voting on it in the Security Council, according to Arti
cle 27 which requires the affirmative vote of seven mem
bers, including the "concurring votes of the permanent 
members," the Security Council's recommendation, as 
required by Article 4, was not valid. The Chairman ruled 
that it was "beyond the competence of the Committee to 

question the regularity of the vote in the Security Coun
cil and the validity of the decision taken." This did not 
satisfy Iraq's delegate. He suggested that the Interna
tional Court of Justice be asked for an advisory opinion 
on the validity of the recommendation, and he informed 
the Chairman that he would introduce a resolution call
ing on the Security Council for clarification on the reg
ularity of its voting on the recommendation to admit 
Israel. Iraq subsequently introduced this resolution but 
withdrew it shortly afterwards. 

The Issues 
The major issues revolving around Israel's application 

were the internationalization of Jerusalem and the return 
of the Arab refugees. The November 29, 1947 General 
Assembly resolution recommended that the City of 
Jerusalem, as delimited by that resolution, be placed 
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under a UN trusteeship; the December 11, 19'18 en
eral Assembly resolution recommended that the Con
ciliation Commission should present to the Fourth es
sion of the Assembly a detailed proposal for a perma
nent international regime for the territory of Jerusalem. 
The latter decision also provided "that refugees wishing 
to return to their homes and live at peace with their 
neighbors should be permitted to do so at the carlie c 
practicable date, and that compensation should be paid 
for property of those choosing not to return and for lo 
of or damage to property which under principles of 
international law or in equity should be made good by 
Governments or authorities responsible." 

The Arab representatives reversed their long-standing 
position on the invalidity of the ovember 29 resolu
tion and demanded that Israel comply with all its pro
visions. They argued that from statements made by 
Israeli spokesmen, particularly from that of Prime Min
ister David Ben Gurion before the Conciliation Com
mission, it was clearly evident that Israel was deter
mined not to comply with either of the Assembly's reso
lutions and that Israel was therefore not qualified to 
become a member of the United Nations. Moreover, the 
failure of Israel to apprehend the assassins of the 
Mediator, Count Falke Bernadotte, further indicated her 
unfitness for membership. 

Although Article 4 of the Charter imposes no condi
tions on admission to membership, a number of delega
tions were disturbed about Israel's attitude to the ques
tions of Jerusalem and the refugees and were anxiow, 
to hear her official position on these issues. On May 3, 
El Salvador therefore introduced a draft resolution invit
ing the Government of Israel to the ad hoc Political 
Committee in order to clarify its position. The resolu
tion was amended by Denmark, who added th<.: question 
of the Mediator's assassination . .:Meanwhile, Argentina, 
disturbed over the Jerusalem question as a result of the 
encyclicals i sued by the Pope, introduced a draft reso
lution inviting the Holy ee to present a report "on the 
guarantees which , in its exalted opinion, would be nccc:s
sary for the protection of the acred Places in Palestine 
and for free access thereto." At the same time, howevC:"r. 
her representative indicated that Argentina was not mak
ing any conditions for the admi ion of I racl and would 
vote in the affirmative on the application. This resolu
tion raised a multitude of questions and difficulties; if 
adopted it would have caused endless delay. Greece im
mediately offered an amendment to include the Greek 
Patriarchate in the Jeru alcm area, Saudi Arabia called 
for the inclusion of the Moslem religious authoritie • the 
li t would have been inexhaustive if the representatiYcs 
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of all the churches interested in Jerusalem were in
cluded. 

TI1en Lebanon, after attacking I racl and listing her 
failure to comply with the provisions of the Genernl 
As embly' resolutions, recommended postponement of 
action on Israel's membership in the until she ha<l 
accepted the principle of the internationalization of 
Jeru alem and the principle that refugees who wished to 

return to their homes should be permitted to do so. 
TilC debate revolved around El Salvador's draft re o

lution. The Arabs tried des1 eratcly to block its passage. 
They argued that the proposal was highly irregular, that 
in the entire history of the United ation no candidate 
for a<lmis ion had appeared before a committee to plead 
hi case. Tevertheless, on the afternoon of May <L El 

alva<lor's re elution, amended by Denmark and 
Australia, was pa sc<l by a vote of 35-6, \Vith 11 absten
tions: 

\'<IHEREA the question of the admission of Isr,1el to 
membership in the United ,ttions has been placed on 
the agenda of the ad hoc PolitiL.il Committee of the Gen
er.ti A sembly, 

A D W1n~REA tlut question is closely connected with 
the ,Lttitude of the Government of Israel ro the cxecution 
of rhe re ·o1utions on the internationalization of Jerusalem 
and the adjacent area and on the probkm of the refugees, 
which w re, n:spcctiveJy, adopted by the General Assc:m
bly f lhe nitc<l ations on 29 Novembcr 1917 .ind 
11 Decemb r 1918, and also with the investigations into 
the circum ranee in connection with the ass,1 sination of 
the United ,ttions Mediator, Count Folke Bernadotte, 
and Colond An !re eror, 

A D HERFA, the Govc:rnmc:nt of I r,1el should be 
given an opportunity to clarify it attitude with respect 
ro the e questions, 

THEREFORE 1HE AD Hoc POLITI AL COMMrnEE 

RE OLVE 

To INVITE the Government of Israel to send a repre
sentative to the t1d hoc Political Committee with a view 
to ans\\ ering such questions ,1nd making such statements 
as the Committee might deem desirable before reporting 
to the General Assembly on the question of the admi -
.... ion of I r.iel to membership in th<: nirc.:d ations. 

The following morning, Israel' repre cntative, Au
brey . Eban, was invited co address the Committee. He 
presented a statement in which he made clear the posi
tion of his Government on Jerusalem, the quc cion of 
the refugees, houndarics, and the assa ination of the 

fcdiator. Eban emphasized that Israel was ready to 
cooperate to the fullest with the ; he declared that 
in fact his country had been the only one which ha<l di -
played initiative and had actually cooperated in solving 
the problem involved in the Palestine i sue, and he 
reminded the Committee under what conditions an<l on 
what a sumptions the partition r olution of ovcm-
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ber 29, 1947 had been adopted. He pointed out that 
since then the assumptions had been found to be 
groundless, that conditions had changed drastically, 
and chat the December 11 resolution had recognized 
those changes. It was assumed that the Arab states, as 
U members, would comply with the Assembly reso
lution, but they had fought with violence against it; 
the Trusteeship Council had refused co implement the 
Jerusalem provisions of the resolution; the Security 
Council had refused to implement partition. Since it 
was Israel alone who had implemented the re olucion, 
there muse, of necessity, be certain modifications in ic, 
based on the new conditions prevailing and on the reali
ties of the situation. Israel was willing to discuss the ques
tion of Jerusalem and co propose plans which would 
give the holy places and the religious and educational 
institutions in the city international protection and 
guarantee of access. 

As for the refugee question, the first fact to be con
sidered is the primary responsibility. This, Eban asserted, 
rested on the Arab states which created the problem 
when they invaded Pale tine, and further, when they 
incited the Arabs to leave their home . evertheless, 
Israel, motivated by humanitarian consideration , wa 
willing co help in alleviating the situation of th se unfor
tunate people; she was ready to cooperate with the U 
in its efforts, but only on the basis of a general agree
ment with the neighboring Arab state and with their 
joint cooperation. 

The Israeli representative admitted chat the .issassin 
of the Mediator had not been found but he assured the 
Committee that the authorities did not consider the case 
closed and would use their best endeavors to apprehend 
and punish the perpetrators of thac dastardly crime. 

After expressing his appreciation co the Committee for 
the opportunity to present his Government's views, fr. 
Eban reminded the assembled delegates that the issue 
on which he had spoken were matters with which che 
Conciliation Commission was at the moment concerned 
and that they were not on the Committee' agenda. The 
one item under con ideracion was Israel's application for 
member hip, and the decision on chi item should be 
determined solely according to che provisions of Article 4 
of che Charter. The ecurity Council's recommendation 
therefore fully establi hes Israel's qualification for mem
bership. 

Eban was questioned by many delegate and his an
swers further clarified Israel's attitude on the i sue 
raised. On May 6, on che basis of the statement made by 
Israel's representative and hi answer to the questions, 
Australia, together with Canada uacemala, Haiti, 
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Panama, the United States and Uruguay, introduced a 
resolution calling for approval of che Israeli application. 

When it appeared that che final round of the debate 
was approaching, the Arabs resorted to filibustering. • 
They repeated the speeches they had made at all the 
sessions of the General Assembly which had dealt with 
Palestine, and now they added the demand that Israel 
comply with the provisions of the UN resolutions. For 
a time it looked as if the debate would never end. Lace 
on Saturday, the 7th, a proposal made by the Greek 
representative that those delegates who had already 
spoken at least once should be limited to cen minutes 
wa squeezed through by a majority of one vote. The 
end was drawing near. Great Britain, the last speaker, 
declared chat she was not satisfied with the statements 
made and the explanations given by Eban and would 
therefore vote for the Lebanese resolution co postpone 
action on Israel's application. 

The voting on che various resolutions began on che 
afternoon of May 9. ince the Committee had previ
ously voted co adjourn debate on the Argentinian reso
lution, Argentina now withdrew it; this was followed by 
the withdrawal of the Greek and Saudi Arabian amend
ments. Argentina requested, however, that the Rappor
teur indicate in his report that it was the wish of che • 
,1.d hoc Political Committee chat. the Conciliation Com-
mission hould invite the various religious representatives • 
co expr s their opinions on the issue of Jerusalem and 
che holy place . 

In a roll call vote, the Lebanese resolution was de
feated, 25-19, wich 12 abstentions and the Australian 
et al resolution, which had been amended by Chile, was 
passed by a roll call vote, 3 3-11, with 13 abstentions: 

APPLICATIO OF ISRAEL FOR ADMISSION TO 
MEMBER HIP IN THE UNITED NATIONS 

Having received the report of the Security Council on 
the _application of Israel for membership in the United 

anons, 
Noting that, in the judgment of the Security Council, 

Israel is a peace-loving rare and is able and willing ro 
carry our the obligation contained in the Charter, 

roting that the ecurity Council has recommended to 
the General As embly that it admit I rael to member hip 
in the United ations, 

oting f 11rthermore the declaration by the tare of 
Israel that it "unre ervedly accepts the obligations of the 
United arion harrer and undertakes ro honour them 
from the day when it becomes a Member of the United 

arion ," 
Recalling its resolutions of 29 ovember 1947 and 

11 December 1948 and caking note of the declarations 
and explanations made by the repre enrative of the Gov- • 
ernmenc of Israel in respect of the implementation of the 
aid resolution , 
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The General Assembly, 

Acting in di charge of ics function under Artie.le 4 of 
rhe Charter and rule 125 of it rule of procedure, 

1. Decides that Isr.1el is a peace-loving rate whKh 
accepts the obligation concained in the Clurcer .1nJ is 
able and willing co carry our tho e obligation ; 

2. Decides co .1dmit I rael co member hip in the 
niced arions. 

On the 11th of May, the plenary experienced a minia
ture repetition of the debate in the ad hoc ommittec. 
Finally, early in the evening, the vote wa taken. The 
General As embly adopted the resolution, 3 7-12, with 

9 abstentions, whereupon Dr. Evart declared I rael a 
member of the United ations. At this juncture, the 
representatives of the six Arab state left the As embly. 
The representative of the Dominican Republic officially 
welcomed the new member, and I rael's Foreign Min
ister, Moshe Sharett, made the first Israeli peech in the 
Assembly. He was then e corced to his country's seat. 

This was the crowning achievement of a one thou-
and eight hundred and seventy-nine-year-old dream, 

fifty-two years of concerted Zioni t effort, and a t'. o-ycar 
active struggle. I rael's admission to the United ation 
involved more than legal issue ; the re toration of the 
dignity of a homeless and stateles people wa at stake. 
The representative of the United tares recognized chi , 
and in advocating before the Security ouncil that ap
proval be given to the application, he aid: "All rhc 
members of the ecurity Council and all the members of 
the U niced ations realize chat something more than 
que tion of legal concepts and of provi ion in .l docu
ment 1 being dealt with in this case .... The ecurity 

Council i dealing here with the de ire of a people, who 
laboriou ly constructed a community, an authority and, 
finally, a government operating in an independent state, 
co ee the tate which they have thu ar<luou ly built 
rake it place ,1mong the member of che nitcd a

cion ." It wa chi. burning de ire co acquire the scacu 
of n.1tion.ll equ,dity, a well a the <le ire to parci ipate
mo<le t .1 such particip,1tion might be-in the great 
effort on behalf of world pc,1ce ,rnJ intern,1tional comity, 
that prompted I rnel to eek member hip in the United 

,1tion . And it \Vas in thi pirit th,1r her Foreign Min
ister ,1Jdres ed the As embly. "Thi is, indeed, a great 
moment for the t,ltc of Isr,tel. It i .t great moment for 

the Jewi h people throughout the world .... The admis-
ion of I rael co thi A -embly i the con. ummation of 

a people's tran irion from political anonymity to clear 
identity; from inferior to equal tatu ; from mere passive 
protest to active responsibility; from exclu ion co mem
ber hip in the family of nation ." In concluding he said: 
"We are a young nation, but an ,rncient people. We are 
beginner in the art of statecraft. But it is our privilege 
and respon ibility co be ,1ble to <lraw upon a rich and 
varied stock of universal experience. We enter chi Gen
eral Assembly, which represents the collective states
manship of the orl<l, in a spirit of humility, anxious for 
guid,tncc and enlightenment. We hope that our ability 
to learn may be enhanced by the ancient teachings and 
age-old aspirations of the Jewish people. May it be 
recalled ... rhac it wa the prophets of I racl who be
queathed to the world the vi ion of a time when 'nation 
lull noc lift up word again r nation; neither shall they 

learn w.1r any more.' " 

Recognition of Israel 1 

ROU fA IA (June 11, 1948) 

I have the honor co acknowledge receipt of your 

( haretrJ telegram of June 9 in which you make known 
the proclamation of the rate of Israel and reque c recog
nition of the tace and of it Provisional overnment by 

the People's Republic of Roumania. Taking note of your 
communication, the Government of the People' Repub
lic of Roumania has decided ro recognize officially the 

rate of Israel and its Provisional Government. 
We hail the e tabli hment of the new independent 

state and hope that friendly relations will develop be-
1 l;or official statements of recognition already published, ec 

Palestme Affairs, 55-56, May, 1948; 1 7-149, Dec., 19 8; 7-8, Ja1?., 
1949; and 3 -36, Mar., 1949. Albania, Belgium, Bolivia, Bra~t!, 
China Cuba Greece Icaly, Liberia, fexico, orway, the Phil1p
pines ;nd ~itzerland have al o recognized I rael; their official cacc
ments will appear in forthcoming is ue . 
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tween the People's Republic of Roumania and the care 
of I rael. 

In the name of the People's Republic of Roumania, 

A A PAUKER 

,WiniJter of Foreign Af],,irs 

VE ZUELA (J1me 26, 1948) 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your tele
gram announcing the proclamation of the tate of I rael. 
I cake pleasure in informing you that the ational ov
crnment ha decided co accord official recognition to the 

rate of I rael and it Provi ional overnment. 

May I at the amc time expre to our xcellency my 
thank for your courteou word concerning the activity 
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of the Venezuela delegation before the United Nations. 
With my highest consideration, 

BULGARIA 

A DRE BLA co 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 

ofia, 29 ovember, 1948 

I have che honor to inform Your Excellency chat the 
Government of the People's Republic of Bulgaria ha 
decided co recognize the race of Israel and co escabli h 
diplomatic relations with her in the near future. 

VAS IL KOLAROV 

Vice-President Council of Ministers 
mu/ Minister of Foreig11 Affairs 

AUSTRALIA (J11n11ary 28, 1949) 

The Government of Australia ha decided to accord 
full recognition to the Government of Israel. 

This action derive in the first place from the ba ic 
United arions A sembly deci ion of ovember, 1947, 
adopting the plan for partition of Palestine as recom
mended by the special Palestine Committee of the As-
embly presided over by the Australian Minister for 

External Affairs, Dr. Evatt. 
In principle, that decision remains fully effective and 

it included a recommendation of the A sembly that the 
new State of Israel's application for membership of the 
United ations should be sympathetically considered. 

As is well known, ic is the policy of the Australian 
Government co give unwavering support to the decisions 
of the United anons. 

Since the Assembly deci ion the tare of Israel has 
come into formal existence, a provisional government 
has been formed and democratic elections have recently 
been conducted. It is clear that the new rate has come 
co stay. 

The Government of Australia believes that the new 
nation of Israel will be a force of pecial value in the 
world community and it confidently looks to Israel to 

assist in carrying out the niced ations deci ion declar
ing the special international statu of Jerusalem as the 
Holy City. 

\'Vhen the application of Israel come before che Gen
era] Assembly, Au tralia will warmly support the ad
mis ion of I rael to the ' nited at1on . 

DK MARK (Febmary 2, 1949) 

]. B. H!FLEY 

Prime j\finister 

I have the honor to inform you that the Danish OY

crnment has decided co recognize de facto the Govern-

menc of Israel. I have so advised M. Y eshayahu Wolfs
berg. Gu TAY RASMU SE 

Minister of Foreign Aff ain 

ECUADOR Quito, 2 February, 1949 

It gives me great pleasure to inform Your Excellency 
char the Government of Ecuador today decided to recog
nize the cate of I rael as a member of the family of 
natmns. 

le is the ardent desire of the Ecuadorian Government 
to maintain with your Excellency's Government the most 
cordial relations to the mutual benefit of both peoples. 
I am honored to express my mo t fervent wishes for the 
growth and prosperity of the care of Israel and for che 
happiness of your illustrious President and of your Excel-

lency. L. APTALI Po CE 

Minister of Foreign Relations 

CHILE 
anriago de Chile, 5 February, 1949 

I have the honor co bring to Your Excellency's notice 
the fa t that the Government of Chile has decided to 
recognize the exi rence of the Seate of Israel. My Gov
ernm ·nt hcrishes the hope that the care of I rael will 
contribute to the maintenance of peace and justice among 
the nation . 

Plea ac ept the expression of my highest considera-
tion. 

GERMA Rrnsco 
J.Iinister for Foreign Afjairs 

ICELA D ( FebmarJ 11, 19-J9) 

I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that the 
Government of Iceland hereby extend a de f ,1eto recog
nition co the rate of Israel. 

PERU 

BJAR. 1 Be EDIKT' o 

1\Iinister for Foreign Affairs 

Lima, 9 February, 1949 

I have che honor to inform Your Excellency that my 
Government has taken note of your communication 
about the establishment of a ational Jewish tate under 
the name of Israel. I take pleasure in informing Your 
Exccllc:ncy about the deci ion to recog-nize the rate of 
Israel and to initiate ,rnd maintain with her the most 
cordial relation within the as cmbly of all nations. 

I take thi opportunity to offer Your Excellency the 
expres ion of my highest con ideration. 

FEDER! o DIAZ D LA. TO, Rear Admiral 
ili11ister of Forei,nn Reltttions 
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ARGE TI A 

THE A TIO AL EXE UTIV A THORITY 

Decree o. 3668 
Buenos Aires, 1 February 1949 

WHEREA: 

Resolution o. 181 passed by the encral Assembly 
of the United acion at its econ<l Regular c sion on 

ovember 29, 1947, created the Jewish tate in Paks
tine; and 

The existence of the rate of Israel, brought about ,ts 

a consequence of the aforementioned Re ol ucion, is an 

evident fact; and 

It is ruled by its own Governmental authoricie ; and 

In the elections of January 25, 1949, the people of 
Israel elected their on tituent A sembly; and 

The Scace of Israel posse cs the constitutional ele

ments of a sovereign race, in accordance with the solemn 
rules of international law, 

The President of che People of Argentina, with the 

consent of the Cabinet, decrees: 

Article 1: That the rate of Israel be recognized as a 

sovereign race. 
Article 2: That this action 

General Administration of 

Archives. 

be made known to the 
ati nal Regi cry and 

igned: P1:·Ro 

Angel G. Borlenghi, J. Arilio Bramuglia, Bdis:irio ,1chc 
Piran, Ramon Antonio Cereijo, Enrique B. Gar Lt, llum
berro osa Molina, Juan Pistarini, Jose . Bt1rro, Roberto 
Ares, Ramon arrillo, Juan F. Casrro, Alfredo Gomez 
Morales, Oscar Ivanissevich, Carlo A. Emery. 

HAITI (March 14, 1949) W,1 hington, D. C. 
L 

The Amb,1 a<lor of Haiti present hi compliments to 

the pccial Representative l Ela th I of rhe care of Israel. 

In reference to the request made in behalf of his Gov
ernment, he has the honor to inform him that the 

Government of Haiti recognized the rate of Israel on 

February 26 of this year. 

The Amb,1ssador of H,uri r,1ke rhi opportunity co 

e pre. hi be r wi hes for a good future an<l for the 

prosperity of the care of I rad and ro pre ent his highest 
re pc: rs to chc: I ecial Repre c:nrari, e. 

Jo, FPI! D. 'uARu~s 
A Ill h,H rt1d or 

A TR.IA (Mt1rch 15, 194CJ) 

I am plcasc:<l to inform Your E.-cc:lkncy char the Aus
trian Feder.ti Covc:rnmenr has given dc- f,,cto recognition 

to the.. rare of Israel. I would l 1h ro avail myself of 

this opporcuniry to gi,c c..xpression ro my hope that rhc 
re umprion of norm,d rclaciom bc:tween our cwo coun
me ,, di prove possible in the: nc.:ar future. 

KARL rR Bl R 

Poreign Mi11i1ter 

FI LA D ( J\£t1rch I~. 1949) 

Rdc:rring to your tc:kgram, I have: the honor co com
muni<..tt<.: to you thl: order ot rhe Prl:sidl:nt of the Re
public that the Government of Finland has recognized 
de j11rc the inckpc..ndencc: of the rare of Israc:l. 

l ' 0 TAKKJ 

/lc1i11g tHini.iter of Fonign A/Jdirs 

T RK ·Y (March 28. 19'-l-<J) 

I have: the honor to inform Your Excellency that the 

overnmlnt of the: Turki. h Republic has <leeided to 

n:rn,gnizc th /t1clo the: tate of I rac:1. This recognition, 
,, hich docs nor prejudge: the quc cion of rhe delimitation 

of the: frontiers of the new tare, will be: c:ffc:ctivc: ,1 soon 

as the: I radi ovc:rnmc:nr a<lvi, c:s the: Ministry of For

eign Affairs of Turkey of the rc:cc:ipt of chis notification. 

Plc.asc be assurc<l, Mr. 1fini ter, of the assur,1nccs of 

my vc:ry high con. i<lcration . 
E 1 EDDI SADAK 

1\fi11islcr of Foreign Aff ctirs 

The Middle East-Review of Events 
April 16 to May 15, 1949 

By i\f. Perlmann 

T HE EARLY part of 1fay marked the anniver

sary of the promulgation of the tare of I rael. 

During its first year, I rael succeeded in setting 

up rate machinery, fir t on a provisional and then on a 
democratic, parliamentary ba is; in defeating the Arab 
armies that attacked her; and after overcomin,~ a multi-

MAY, 1949 

plicity of diplomatic machinations, in becoming a mem
ber of the nited rations. 

On the home front, her greatest achievement was the 
admi ion of 220,000 immi!.!rant . The train and di -
location of , ·arfarc:, combinc:<l with the influx of such a 

large nurnb ·r of newcomer who had to be fed an<l 
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housed and absorbed into the country's economy, inevita
bly created a chain of economic difficulties. With at least 
fifty per cent of the food having to be imported, with 
adequate housing Jacking, and with the process of the 
absorption of the immigrants necessarily accompanied 
by tremendous readjustments, the Government was 
obliged to institute an austerity regime. 

Funds belonging both to the Seate and to its citizens 
which had been frozen by the British Government are 
the main subject of the discussions rhat are caking place, 
apparently with some positive results, in London. There 
are reports that the negotiations will result in Israel's 
inclusion in the sterling bloc. 

The United ations Conciliation Commission, sitting 
in Lausanne, listened to the presentations of the Arab 
delegations, which urged that Israel be forced to permit 
the return of Arab refugee ; to Israeli suggestions that 
in the order of problems to be dealt with, collectively by 
the U and especially by its Arab members in conjunc
tion with Israel, peace be con idered first; and to repre
sentatives of a number of refugee groups who warned 
that there would be violent upheavals in the Middle East. 
These groups dissociated themselves in sharply couched 
statements from the representatives of the Arab state . 

In Arab ranks, the sullen mood engendered by military 
defeat, frustrations and continued internal bickering pre
vailed. The instability of the Syrian Republic, demon
strated by the change of regime, the general di sension 
between Jordan and the ocher member of the Arab 
League, Iraq's dubiou position in this conflict, augur ill 
for the reconstruction of the Arab League. While on the 
one hand there is a mood of rejection of ch Le.igue as an 
instrument of politics, notably in Egypt, on the other 
hand there is an attempt to change its character. ome 

. insist on military alliances between the Arab states as the 
prerequisite for the rise of a powerful Arab front; ochers 
believe friction between the Arab countries would be 
minimized if League resolutions were le s binding and 
the influence of the ecretary General, who has been the 
League's driving force, were reduced. Iraq and Jordan 
would like League member-states to have the right co 
conclude paces without League approval; other League 
members are opposed to this as a possible loophole for 
the establishment of a Hashimi bloc. The Iraqi Foreign 
Minister spoke recently on federalism a a mould for 
Arab unification. Jordan is not giving up the Greater 
yria scheme. 

An Amman court sentenced to death three men 
charged with conspiring against the life of King Abdul
lah; during the trial , the President of yria, the ex-Mufti 
of Jerusalem and ocher personages were implicated. The 
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Cabinet was reshuffled co include three rcpre entatives of 
the Palestine Arabs, thus further formalizing the hoped
for inclusion of Arab Palestine in the Jordan Kingdom. 
To strengthen his position in Palestine still more, Abdul
lah announced development schemes which would make 
it possible for Jordan to absorb a great number of refu
gees. British financial support for these projects has 
been indicated, and a loan for the initial stages of devel
opment was approved by London. 

Jordan suffered a setback when the new Syrian au
thorities closed the frontier between the two countries 
for a day, and General Husni Zayim, sneering at Ab
dullah's pretensions, said bluntly that some day he ex
pected Jordan to unite with the Republic of Syria. Ac 
the same time, Faris el Khouri, Syria's elder statesman, 
characterized Abdullah's expectations as "futile personal 
ambitions unworthy of serious consideration .... Instead 
of nursing such antiquated ambitions, let us strengthen 
our League by military alliances." These attacks came a 
few days after the recognition of the Zayim regime by 
Egypt, L banon and Saudi Arabia, and after Zayim's 
sudden visit co King Farouk of Egypt. 

Despite recognition by Grear Britain and the U niced 
cares, the Zayim regime ran into difficulties with Amer

ican oil int re ts. yria was reported co be urging con-
cruction of a new pipeline to Lacakia, which would 

become an important harbor; at the same time, she 
wanted larger royaltie for permitting passage of the 
pipe through her territory. After some wrangling and 
irritation, she finally signed the agreement with che oil 
company, and both he and Lebanon are looking for
ward to ubstantial economic gains. The pipeline will 
terminate at idon, in Lebanon. 

The Lebanese opposition, with Camille Chamoun 
acting as mediacor, tried to negotiate a conciliation 
with the powers-chat-be, but no results are apparent. 

While relations between yria and her Hashimi 
neighbor to the south were strained, relations with Iraq 
eemed to be normal; indeed, Iraq was the first to rec

ognize the new regime. Foreign Mini cer Fadel Jamali of 
Iraq declared that the Arabs should unite in the struggle 
again t Communism and Zionism; he noted, however, 
that such a struggle could be waged by the Arabs only 
if they were efficient in radically modernizing their 
society. Thi i also the attitude of the new Syrian leader. 

In Iran, another border clash with the Russians, the 
closing of oviet consulates, and on the home front the 
sentencing of several members of the Tudeh party to 
long prison terms for anti-monarchi t activity and for 
preading Marxist ideology, were further signs of tension 
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in the country's relations with the U ... R. The Govern
ment is demanding from Russia payment of huge sum 
owing to Iran for wartime supplies and ervice to the 

oviet forces. Apparently the Russians ugge ccd clue 
Iran should buy goods from chem chargeable against this 
debt, but the Teheran Government is nor willing to do 
o. At the same time, Iran is demanding l.1rger royalties 

from and a greater hare of influence in the Anglo

Persian Oil ompany. 

The on ritucnt A cmbly granted the hah the right 

to dis olvc P.1rliament in certain iruarion . 

fartial Ia w in Egypt \\ ,l prolonged for another 
year. 

Membership of the Knesset 1 

AHARO OVITZ, ZALMA ( M ) , gener..il secreury of M,lp.li, 
member of the Hi cadrut Executive and for many re,u 
head of its ulcural Dept. b. 1890; m. Author of publi
cations on education. 

As AF, AMI ( Af), b. 1902. Member of Kfar Yehoshu,1 
settlement. 

BADER, ME A HEM ( iHtlp.), Director-General of the M111 -
isrry of Labor and Recon truction in the Provision,11 Gov
ernment since its establishment on May 11, 1918; acti"\e 
in agricultural affairs. During World War II w,1 .rn1ong 
the organizers of uncertificaced immigration to Palestine. 
b. Poland, 1895; m.; high chool education. ame to P,11-
e tine in 1920; member of Mizra communal settlement. 

BADER, DR. Yo HANAN (II), journ,dist, ediror of the 
Herut party's paper flernt; formerly on the H ,mM.1hkif 
edirori.11 raff. b. 1901, m. 

BAHIR. ARIEH (Af), b. 1906. Member of Afikim com
munal ·ecrlemenr . 

BARATZ, YosEF ( i\,I), farmer, member of the Histadrur 
Executive, active in oldiers' .1nd ex- ervicemen' welfare 
work b. Kusnitza (Ukraine), M,ly 1890; m., four ·om, 
three daughters; religiou e<lucacion. In Pale tine since 
1906; founder and member of Degani<1 A crtlernent. 
Writes on agricultural ubjects. 

BAR 1 IR, Dov (Afap.), Ha ·homer Hatzair leader and 
ideologist, author and journali c. b. 1911; m.; high ch ol 
educ.1tion. ame co Palestine from Belgium in 1932. 

BAR-RAV-HAY, DAVID (iH), lawyer, leader of the H,1if.t 
Jewish Community Council. b. Russi,l, 1894; m., one on. 
Education: universities in ermany and Russia. In P.d
e cine ince 1924. 

BEIGI , MENA HEM (H), head of the Herut party and 
former commander in chief of che Irgun Zvai Leumi. 
b. 1913 in Bre t Lirovsk ( Rus ia); m., one son, two 
d.rnghters. Education: religious chool, high chool 1n 
Bre t Licovsk and Warsaw Univer ity. Joined J.1botin-
ky ' Becar youth movement in 1928; came co Pale ·tine 

a a conscript in the Poli h Army from Rus ia. 
BE AHARO , YITZHAK ( i'rlap. ), Mapam leader, at one 

time ecrecary of the Tel Aviv Labor Council. b. Auscri,1, 
1906. Came to Palestine in 1928; member of ivat 

haim communal settlement. In World War II wa one 
of che first Jewi h volunteers for the British Army; w,1s 
raken prisoner in Greece in 1940. 

1 For identification of the various parties and their ideologie , ee 
"The Political Pattern of l rael," Palestine Affairs, 19-22, Feb., 1949. 

C-I raeli Communi c Party fap.-Mapam 
G-General Zionist Party P-Progres ive Party 
H-Herut R-United Religiou Bloc 
M- fapai -Union of ephardic Jew 

and Oriental Communiue 

MAY, 1949 

BE • A 11, Mo HE ( ) , l.twycr, .Kt1ve in communJ.l J.tLur •. 
b. 1899; m.; high chool edu ation. 

BEN ASHER, CHAIM (M), ,tcrive in the Kibbutz H.imeu
ch.td serrkmenr movement, member Givat Brenner settle
ment, on Cencr.d ·ommircee of M,tpai. b. 190/4; m. 

BE ELJEZl:R, ARll!H ( 11), b. 1913. Active in Herut move
ment. 

BEN GmuoN, DAVID (M), Prime Mini ter and Minister 
of Defense in the Provisional Government since its estJb
lishmcnc on May 1 i, 1918, hairman of the Jcwi'\1 
Agency Executive from 1935 uncil Aug. 19 i8. b. Plonsk 
( PoLtnd), Dec. 16, 1886; m., one sun, two daughters. 
Educated privately, in religiou school, Ist.rnbul ni
versity F.iculty of Law. In P,tlemnc since 1906; was for 
ome year ,10 agricultural laborer and watchman; exiled 

by J.rnul P,l. ha in 1915, he wenc to the U .. where he 
founded th, Hecl1Jlutz movement and wa ,1ctive in re
cruiting men for the Jewish Legion; served in the Legion 
until it disbandment. One of che central figures in che 
P,desrine Je i h labor movement since 1920 and promi
nent in all it in ·riturions; for many years general secre
tary of he General Federation of Jewi h Labor (Hista
drut) . Author of a number of publications, mainly on 
Dci.tl problems. 

BE rov, MORDECAI (}Ht1p.), Mtni ter of Labor and Re-
construction in che Provisional overnmenr since it 
establishment on May lit, l 9/i8, former editor of the 
daily new paper, Al Hmnishmar. b. Poland, Mar. 1900; 
m., two daughter . Education: Warsaw Univer ity, Jerusa
lem L.1w las es. Member of Histadrut Execucive, delegate 
to vJ.riou Zioni t congre es, member of Jewi h deleg,t
tion ro the 1939 London Round Table onfcrence, mem
ber of the Mi hmar Haemek settlement. 

BE -Zvr, Y1rLHAK (AI), well known oriental cholar, Pres
ident of the Vaad Leumi for many years, member of care 

ouncil of Provi ional overnmenc ince its e ubli h
menr on M,ty 14, 1948. Active in Mapai and Hiscadrut. 
b. Poltava (Russia), Nov. 24, 1894; m., two sons. Edu
cation: secondary hool, Kiev University, Istanbul m
versity Faculty of Law. Took a prominent pare in er
man, Ru sian and wiss Zionist ociali t movements. 

ettle<l in PJ.le ·tine in 1907; during World War I w.1 
exiled by Jamal Pasha, went co the U. . where he was 
active in Zionist organizations and in rPcruiting for the 
Jewi h Legion, in which he enli ted in 1918. A founder 
of Hi cadrut and the Vaad Leumi, on who e prae idium 
he erved from its inception in 1920. Author of many 
publication , mainly on archaeology. 

BER TEIN, FRITZ ( G), Minister of Trade J.nd Indu ·cry 
in the Provisional Government ince ic e cabli hmenc 
on May 11, 1948, former member of the Jewi h Agency 
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Executive, founder and former editor of the daily news
paper Haboker, president of the General Zionist Organi
zation. b. Meiningen (Holland) , June 1890; m., four 
children. Educated at Meiningen and Eisenach. Presi
dent of Dutch Zionist Organization, 1930-1934. In Pales
tine since 1936. Author of a number of philosophical 
treatises. 

BURG, DR. JOSEF (R), Hapoel Hamizrachi leader, delegate 
to many Zionist congresses. b. 1911; m. 

CHAZAN, JACOB (Map.), a founder of the Kibbutz Haarczi, 
Mishmar Haemek, and the Hashomer Hatzair; active 
Mapam leader, member of the Hisradrut Executive, mem
ber of Board of Directors of the Jewish National Fund. 
b. Brest Litovsk (Russia), Apr. 1899; m., three daugh
ters. Education: high school and technical college in 
Poland. In Palestine since 1923. 

CHU SHI, ABBA ( M), secretary of the Haifa Labor Council, 
member of the Hiscadrut Executive, active in fostering 
Histadrut ties with the Arabs. b. 1898; m. 

COHEN, CHAIM ( H), farmer; former Irgun Zvai Leumi 
commander. b. 1913. 

COHEN, Inov (P), journalist and author, member of the 
Histadrut Executive and active in the Oved Hatzioni 
group; director of the Jewish National Fund's Informa
tion Dept. b. Roumania, 1909; m.; high school educa
tion. Came to Palestine after W odd War II. 

DAYAN, SHMUEL (M), member of the Histadrut Executive 
and director of various Hisradruc agricultural projects. 
b. Y ashkov (Ukraine) , Aug. 7, 1891; m., two sons ( one 
of them is Moshe Dayan, commander of the Israeli forces 
in Jerusalem), one daughter. In Palestine since 1908; 
among the first settlers of Degania and a founder and 
settler of Nahalal. Author of many works on agricultural 
problems. 

DINABURG, BEN ZION ( M), well known author, educa
tionalist and historian; director of the Hebrew· Teachers 
College, professor of modern Jewish history at the Hebrew 
University. b. Khoron• (Russia), Dec. 1883. Educated at 
Berlin and Berne Universities. In Palestine since 1921. 

DRORI, HASSIA (M), b. 1899. Member of the Kfar Ye
hezkel settlement. 

DuVDEVANI, YECHIEL (M), b. Russia, 1895. Member of 
the Histadrut Executive, leader of Mapai. In World W ar 
II served with the Jewish Brigade group; member of 
Givat Hashloshah communal settlement. 

ELIASHAR, ELIAHU (S), member of many local economic 
and financial companies, active in affairs of the Sephardic 
Jewish community. b. Jerusalem, Oct. 1899; m., one son. 
Education: French University at Beirut, Jerusalem Law 
Classes. Senior government official between 1932-1934. 

ELMALEH, ABRAHAM ( S), author and journalise, member 
of Jerusalem Municipal Council, active in Sephardic af
fairs and also in French cultural affairs in Palestine; 
holder of the French Legion of Honor. b. Jerusalem, Apr. 
1885; m., two sons, one daughter. Education: Alliance 
School, Jerusalem, and Istanbul University. Headmaster 
of school in Damascus, 1905-1913; editor of a number 
of Hebrew publications; at one time head of the Zionist 
Organization's Press Dept.; author of several dictionaries 
and French and Hebrew books. 

EL ZABI, MOHAMMED SAID SEIF EL DIN (A1·ab Democratic 
List), farmer. b. 1913. 

EPHRA1Y, YosEF (M), b. 1897, member of Geva commu
nal settlement. 

EREM, MOSHE ( 1\fap.), a senior official in the Ministry of 
Minorities in the Provisional Government since its es-
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tablishment on May 14, 1948, member of the Hisradrut 
Executive, a founder of the Poale Zion (left) Parry, 
journalist. b. Russia, July 1896. Education: Leningrad 
and Moscow Universities. Headmaster of several schools 
in Russia, served as a labor commissar under Soviet rule 
in Poland. In Palestine since 1924. 

FISHMAN, ADA ( M), founder and director of the G iris' 
Training Farm at Ayanoth, member of the Histadrut 
Executive. b. Marculechti (Roumania), Aug. 1893. In 
Palestine since 1912; an outstanding proponent of the 
Women Workers' movement. 

FISHMAN, RABBI JUDAH LEIB ( R), Minister of Religious 
Affairs in the Provisional Government of Israel since ics 
establishment on May 14, 1948, deputy chairman of the 
Jewish Agency Executive 1935-1948, president of the 
Central Committee of the World Mizrachi Organization. 
b. Marculechti (Roumania), Dec. 1875; m., one daughter. 
Ordained 190 5; a founder of the Mizrachi movement. 
In Palestine since 1913; during World War I was con
demned to death by Jamal Pasha but was later freed and 
exiled to Egypt; went to the U. S. where he remained 
until the end of the war. Author of many publications 
on religious affairs and owner of one of the largest pri
vate libraries on Jewish scholarship in the world. 

FoERDER, DR. HERBERT ( P), Food Controller; director of 
the Rassco Housing Co., one of the founders of the Aliyah 
Hadashah Parry. b. Charlottenburg (Germany), Mar. 
1901; m., one daughter. Education: Freibourg, Heidel
berg and Koenigsberg Universities. Came to Palestine in 
1935. 

FRIBDMAN-YELLIN, NATHAN (Fighters and Soldiers), for
mer commander of the Stern Group, engineer and journal
ist. b. Poland, 1913; m., one son. 

FRUMKIN, HERSCHEL (M), Histadrut's economic expert, 
member of the Histadrut Executive, a direccor of many 
Histadrut economic institutions, author and journalist. 
b. Russia 1896; m.; high school education. 

GALILI, ISRAEL (Map.), former commander in chief of 
Haganah and prominent in the organization since early 
youth, active in agricultural settlement movements. b. 
in Jaffa, 1907; m.; secondary school education. One of 
the founders of N aan settlement. 

GENEHOVSKY, ELIAHU MOSHE (R), leader of Hapoel 
Hamizrachi. b. 1904; m. 

GIL [LIFSHITZ], DR. JACOB ( G), b. Tiberias, 1908; m., one 
son, two daughters. Education: Hebrew University; or
dained rabbi, 1927. Chaplain to Jewish Brigade group, 
author. 

GLUBMAN, AKIBA (M), member of the Histadrut Execu
tive and head of its Trade Union Dept. b. Shpikov (Rus
sia), Oct. 12, 1902. Education: Russian high school. In 
Palestine since 1922. 

GLUSKA, ZECHARYAHU ( Y enzenites), leader of Israel's 
Yemenite community since 1925. Delegate to a number 
of Zionist congresses and member of several missions to 
the U. S. b. Yemen, Aug. 1896; m. 

GOLDRAT, ABRAHAM (R), leader of Agudat Israel labor 
organization. b. 1912. 

GOREN, SHRAGA (M), secretary of the Cooperative Cen
ter, one of the best-known promoters of the cooperative 
movement, member of the Hisudrut Executive. b. Russia, 
1898; high school education; m., two sons. 

GoRFINKEL, ISRAEL (M), member of the Histadrut Execu
tive, former director of the Hisradrut Controller's Office, 
member of the Tel Aviv Municipal Council, member of 
Hiscadrut's Education Committee. b. 1891; m., two sons. 
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GRABOVSKY, MEIR ( M), member of the State Council of 
the Provisional Government since its establishment on 
May 14, 1948, member of the Histadrut Executive, chair
man of the Union of Israel Labor Exchanges, active in 
Histadrut's Trade Union Dept. b. 1903. Served in the 
Jewish Brigade during World War II. 

GRANOVSKY, DR. ABRAHAM (P), deputy chairman of the 
Provisional Government's State Council since its e rab
lishmenr on May 14, 1948, chairman of the Board of 
Direccors of the Je}Vish National Fund, direccor of a 
number of local cultural and economic institutions. b. 
Bessarabia, June 19, 1890; m., one son, one daughter. 
Education: Freibourg and Lausanne Universities. Joined 
the ]NF staff in 1919, appointed managing director in 
1925 and chairman of the Board in 1945. Author of 
publications on Palestine's land problems. 

GREENBERG, AHARON Y AACOV ( R), member of Hapoel 
Harnizrachi, member of rhe Jewish Agency's Political 
Advisory Committee at Lake Success in 1947. b. 1900. 

GRUENBERG, URI Zv1 ( H), b. 1894; distinguished poet and 
journalist. 

HACARMELI, ELIAHU (M), b. 1892. Member of the Hisca
drut Executive, head of Histadrut's Oriental Communities 
Dept. 

HACOHEN, DAVID (M), one of the founders and genernl 
manager of Sole! Boneh; member of the Haifa Municipal 
Council, Histadrut Executive and Mapai; director of many 
Histadrut institutions. b. Hamel (Russia), Oct. 10, 1898; 
m., one son, two daughters. Education: Hertzliyah High 
School, Tel Aviv; military school, Istanbul; London School 
of Economics. Came to Palestine in 1907; imprisoned 
in Latrun in 1946. 

HARAI, LT. COL. YIZHAR (P), lawyer and former member 
of Executive of the General Zionist Organization. b. 
Jaffa, July 1908; m., one son, one daughter. Educati n: 
Hertzliyah High School, Tel Aviv; Sorbonne, Paris; 
Jerusalem Law Classes; London School of Economics. 

HARPAZ, NATHAN (M), member of the Histadrut Execu
tive and on the Boards of Management of many of Hista
drut's agricultural and economic institutions. b. Poland, 
1890; m., one son, one daughter. 

HARZfELD, AVRAHAM (AI), head of Histadrut's Agricul
tural Center and director of many Hiscadrut enterprises. 
b. Stavitz (Ukraine), June 1888. Religious education. 
Arrested as a revolutionary and sentenced to Siberia for 
life, escaped and came to Palestine in 1914; chief pro
moter of the agricultural settlement. Member of the 
Board of Directors of the Jewish National Fund. 

!DELSON, BEBA (M), b. Russia, 1886; secretary of the 
Women Workers' Council, member of the Histadrut 
Executive, leading member of Mapai, active in social 
welfare organizations. 

!DELSON, ISRAEL (Map.), active in agricultural affairs, one 
of the founders of the former Achdut Haavodah move
ment, Mapam leader. b. Poland, 1896; secondary educa
tion. Member of Y agar communal settlement. 

lLANIT, FEIGE (Map.), active in Women Workers' move
mem. b. Poland, 1909; secondary education. Came co 
Palestine in 1919; member of Gan Shmuel settlement. 

JABOTINSKY, ERI (H), son of Vladimir Jabotinsky, founder 
of the Revisionist movement. Writer and author; served 
in the Israeli Defense Army. b. 1910; m. 

JARJURA, EMIN SALIM (Arab Democratic List), magistrate. 
b. 1894. Education: Jerusalem Law Clas es . 

JOSEPH, Dov, PH.D., LL.B., ( M), Military Governor of 
Jerusalem until Jan. 1949, formerly legal adviser co the 
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Jewish Agency and acting head of it Political Dept. 
b. Montreal, 1890; m., one son, cwo daughters. Education: 
London and McGill Universities. Seeded in Palestine in 
1921; sent abroad on several important missions for the 
Jewish Agency; imprisoned in Latrun in 1946. 

KAGAN, RAHEL ( lFJZO), in Scace Council of Provision.ii 
Government from its establishment on May 1'1, 19-i.8, 
active in social welfare work, former hend of the Vaad 
Leumi's Dept. of Social Welfare, head of the WIZO. 
b. 1889. 

KAHANl.l, RABBI KALMAN ( R), in Seate Council of Pro
visional Government from its establishment on May H, 
1948, leader of the Agudat Israel labor organization and 
head of its agricultural wing; member of Chafetz Chaim 
communal settlement. b. 1910; m.; religious and general 
education. 

KAPLAN, ELIEZER (M), civil engineer, Minister of Finance 
in the Provisional Government of Israel since its estab
lishment on May 14, 1948, member of Executive of the 
Jewish Agency and Treasurer from 1933 to 191i8, on 
the boards of directors of numerous Agency-sponsored 
economic enterprises, member of Hiscadrut Executi vc and 
Tel Aviv Municipal Council. b. Minsk (Russia), Jan. 27, 
1891; m., one son, one daughter. Education: religious 
school, high school and technical college in Moscow. In 
Palestine since 1923. 

KATZ, SHMUEL (H), former Irgun Zvai Leumi commander; 
journalist on the staff of the H crnt. b. 1914. 

KELMER, MOSHE (R), member of Hapoel Hamizra.chi and 
in charge of its housing activities. b. 1903. 

KLEBANOFF, JACOB ( G), lawyer and leader of General 
Zionists. Education: Leningrad and Kazan U nivcrsities. 
Member of the Executive of the Zionist Organization in 
Ru sia. fo P.1lestine since 1921. b. Minsk (Russia), 1887 . 

KooK, HILLEL (H), of the American Hebrew Committee 
for National Liberation. b. in Israel, 1911; m. 

Koss0Y, Yo AH (M), b. Russia, 1906; m. Member of the 
Hiscadruc Executive and of Central Committee of Mapai; 
secretary of the World Union of Po~de Zion Parties. 

LAMDAN, HANNAH (Map.) a leader of the Mapnm party, 
active in the Women Workers' movement. b. Roumania, 
1905; secondary school education. Came to Palestine in 
1925. 

LAMM, JOSEF (M), magistrate, former leader of the Aliyah 
Hadashah party, and head of its labor faction; member of 
the Histadrut Executive. b. 1899; m. 

LANDOW, CHAIM (H), one of Irgun Zvai Leumi's senior 
commanders. b. in Germany, 1916; m. 

LAVI, SHLOMO (M), agriculturist and a leader in the Hist.1-
drut:. b. Plonsk (Poland), 1885. Religious education. 
In Palestine since 1904; founder and member of Ain 
Harod and one of the founders of the kibbutz movement. 
Served in the Jewish Legion during World War I; writer 
on settlement problems. 

LENKIN, ELIAHU (H), former Irgun Zvai Leumi com
mander, served with the Israeli Defense Army. b. Poland, 
1914. 

LEVENSTEIN, MEIR DAVID (R), member of Stare Council 
of Provisional Government since its establishment on 
May 14, 1948, leader of Agudat Israel. b. 1901; m. 

LEVIN, RABBI YITZHAK MEIR (R), Minister of Social 
Welfare in the Provisional Government of Israel since 
its establishment on May 14, 1948, chairman of the 
Agudat Israel World Executive, a leader of Polish Jewry 
and for many years member of the Polish Parliament. 
b. Poland, 1894; m.; religious education. 
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LIEBE STEI , ELIEZER ( M), editor of the Mapai daily 
newspaper Hadar and one of the party's leading ideolo
gists, member of the Histadrut Executive. Served on 
many missions abroad for the party and Histadrut. b. 
1902; m., two children. 

L BIANIKER, PI CHA ( M), member of the Hisradrut 
Executive and prominent in Mapai. b. Kopijcynce ( Po
land), 1904; m. Writes on ocial affairs; delegate of 
Histadrut and Mapai to a number of conferences abroad. 

MERIDOR, YAA ov (H), deputy commander of Irgun Zvai 
Leumi, detained for several years in variou pri on camp ; 
also detained in exile in Kenya. b. 1913; m., two sons. 

MERLIN, SHM EL ( H), of the American Hebrew ·om
mittee for ational Liberation. b. 1910; m. 

MEYERSON, GOLDA (M), first I raeli Minister ro Mo.CO\V, 
on State Council of Provi ional Government since its 
establishment on May 14, 1948, former member of rhe 
Jewish Agency Political Dept. b. Kiev (Russia), }yfay 
3, 1898; m., one son, one daughter. Education: econd.try 
school, Teachers College, Milwaukee, Wi c. Emigr.ued 
to U. . in 1906 and was prominent in Zionist organiz,1-
tions there from 1915. Seeded in Pale tine, 1921; agr i
culcural laborer until 1924; director of Histadrut's con
tracting organization, Solel Boneh until 1926; on Hista
drut Executive since 1928, and served for a time as gen
eral secretary of the organization; delegate to Zionist con
gresses since 1929; acting head of the Jewi h Agency's 
Political Dept. during Moshe hertok's I harett] intern
ment in Latrun in 1946; in charge of Political Dept. in 
Jerusalem in 1947. 

MIKU I , HMUEL ( C), engineer, ecretary general of the 
Israeli Communist Parry, imprisoned by the Mandarory 
government for illegal Communi t activity. b. Poland. 
1904; m. 

MI z, BE JAMIN ( R ) , leader of the Aguda t I rael labor 
organization and editor of its paper haarim,· during 
World War II was active on the Jewi h Agency's Re cue 
Commi tree for European Jews. b. 190 3 • m. 
AFT HALI, FRITZ ( M), managing dire tor of the Workers 
Bank, member of the Hisradrut Executive and the Tel 
Aviv Municipal Council. b. Berlin, Mar. 29, 1888; m., 
one daughter. Educated at Berlin University; in Palestine 
since 1933. Author of many publications on economit. 
subjects. 
ETZER, DVORAH ( M), reacher and active in the Women 
Workers' movement and in the Working Mothers· Asso
ciation. b. Russia, 1897. 

NIR-RAFALKES, AH M (Map.), lawyer, a founder of the 
Poale Zion movement, deputy chairm.10 of the Provisional 
Government's Scace Council since its establishment on 
May 14, 1948. b. Warsaw, Mar. 1884; m., two daughters. 
Education: Warsaw, Leningrad, Zurich Universitie . In 
Palestine since 1929. Noted author on labor affairs. 
UROK, RABBI DR. MORDECAI ( R ) , leader of the Mizrachi 
organization, Minister for Jewish Affairs in the Lithu
anian Government, well-known authority on religiou law 
and education, delegate to mo t of the Zioni t congre es. 
b. Lithuania, 1884; m., two sons. 

PER ITZ, HOSHA AH ( G), publi her and author, author-
ity on educational matters. b. Kiev (Ukraine), ov. 
1893; m., one son, three daughters. Education: Mo cow 
and Paris Universities. For many years a member of the 
Central Committee of the Russian Zionist Organization. 
In Palestine ince 1926; member of the Tel Aviv Muni i
pal ouncil 1926-1935. 

PI CHA DAVID Zv1 ( R), leader of the Mizrachi organiza-

70 

tion, member of the Tel Aviv Municip,,l ouncil, on rate 
Council of Provisional Government ince its escabli h
ment on May 14, 1948. b. Hungary, Dec. 6, 1895; m .• 
one son, one daughter. Education: Vienna University and 
Rabbinical eminary. In Palestine since 1925. 

PRAI, ELAZAR (Map.), editor of Al Hamishmar, ,Ktive in 
the Hashomer Hatzair movement. b. Galicia, Feb. 1902; 
m.; graduate of the Teacher College in Galicia. Member 
of Merhavia communal ettlement. 

PREMINGER, ELIEZER ( C), surveyor. b. 1921; m. 
RAZIEL- AOR, ESTHER (H), b. 1912. Widow of David 

Raziel, Irgun Zvai Leumi commander killed in action in 
Iraq during a British commando raid again t RJ ·hid Ali 
GaiL1ni' s forces. 

REKA ATI, ABRAHAM ( H ) , insurance agent. b. 18 
REMEZ, DAVID ( 1'1), Minister of Communications and 

Chairman of the Cabinet ubcommicree on Edurntion in 
the Provisional Government since it e cablishmenc on 
May 14, 1948; chairman of the Vaad Leumi Executive, 
and former general secretary of Histadrur. b. Copees 
(Russia), Apr. 1886; m., one son. Education: Ru ian 
high school, Istanbul University Law chool. In Palestine 
since 1913; worked as agricultural laborer, founder of a 
number of Hiscadrut enterprises. Interned in Lurun in 
1946. 

REPET R, BERL (Map.), Mapam leader, member of the 
Hi tadrut Executive and on Seate Council of Provi ional 
Government since its establishment on May 14, 1948. b_ 
Rozin (Ukraine) Aug. 1901. In Pale tine since 1921. 

RIFTI , Y AAK0V (.Map.), member of the Histadrut Execu
tive, lea er of M pam. b. Poland, 190 i; high chool edu
cation; m. Came tO Pale tine in 1927; active in Ha homer 
Hatz,1ir, m mb r of Ain hemer communal settlement . 

R0KA H, I RA L ( G), civil engineer, Mayor of Tel Aviv. 
b. J,1ff,, D c. 1896; m., cwo daughter . Education: tech
nical in titure in Lausanne and Zurich. Tel Aviv Munici
pal Councillor since 1922 and Mayor since 1936. 

ROSE BL FTH, FELIX ( p)' Minister of Justice in Provi-
ional Government since its establishment on May 14, 

1918, leader of the Progressive Parry. b. Berlin, May 
1887. Education: Freibourg and Berlin Univer iries. 
President of the German Zionist Federation 1920-192 3; 
member. of the Zionist Executive 1926-1931. ecrled in 
Pale cine in 1931. 

Rum , DR. HA s ( Afctp.), member of the Histadrur Ex
ecutive, former leader of the Hashomer Hatz.1.ir p,lrty. 
b. Berlin, Aug. 1908; m., cwo daughters. Education. Ber
lin, Geneva and Freibourg niversities. In Pale tine ince 
1933. Author of articles and pamphlets on Hi radrut 
affairs. 

APHIR, Yo EF ( G), Mayor of Petach Tikva, active in th 
Palestine Farmers Federation. b. Jaffa, Jan. 1902; m., two 
daughters. Education: Teachers College Jerusalem. 

ERLI , YosEF ( G), lawyer; active in General Zionist 
affair , direcror of a number of economic undertakings. b. 
Bi.1ly rok (Russia), Feb. 1906; m., two sons. Educ,uion: 
Warsaw University. In Palestine since 1933. 

SHAPIRO Mo HE ( R) Mini ter of Immigration and finis
ter of Health in the Provisional Government since it 
e tabli hmenr on May 14, 1948, member of the Tewish 
Agency's Executive for many years, leader of the Hapoel 
Hamizrachi, a delegate to many Zionist congre e . b. 
Poland, 1899; m. Religiou and general education. 

HAREIT f H RT0K l, M HE B. c. ( con.), ( M) 1inis
ter for Foreign Affairs in rhe Provi ional Government 
since its establishment on May 14, 1948; secretary of the 
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Jewish Agency's Political Dept. 1931-1933, .rnd it h<..,H.l 
1933-1948. b. Kherson (Ukraine), Oct. 1894; m., t\ o 
on , one <laughter. Education: Herrzliyah High chool, 

Tel Aviv; Istanbul University Law Faculty; London chool 
of Economics and Political cience. In P.1lestine sin(e 
1906; during World War I erved as an officer with the 
Turkish Army. Member, Poale Zion xccutive in EngLrnd 
and ics delegate co the Briti h Labor onference ·, 1920-
192 5; member of the editorial bo,1rd of Dul'ttr 192 5-19 3 1 
and editor of the paper's Engli h weekly. Active during 
World War II in promoting recruitment of Pale tine Jews 
for the Allied armed forces. Arre ted by the Ma!')d ,uory 
authorities in June 1946 and enc to Latrun. Head of the 
Jewish Agency's delegation co the U , head of the lsr.1eli 
Government's delegation to the encral As ·em
bly in Paris, prominent in political life a member of the 
Executive of Mapai and of the Histadrut. 

SHAZAR l RUBA HOV J, ZALMA ( "1), journali t and labor 
leader, editor of Daz,ar. member of the Histadrur Execu
tive. b. Mir (Rus ia), Oct. 6, 1889; m., one son. Educa
tion: Universitic of Leningrad, Freiburg, era bourg 
and Berlin. In Palestine since 1924; active in organizing 
the labor movement and one of the founders of Mapai. 
Author of many publicac10ns. 

SHEFTEL ARIEH (Al), secret,1ry Rishon le Zion L1bor 
Council. b. 1911. 

HITRIT, BEHOR SHALOM ( ) , Minister of Polic.e .tnd Min
ister of Minorities in the Provisional Government since 
its esrabli hment on May 14, 1948, former dll(:f magis
trate and senior police officer. b. Tiberi.is, Jan. 1895 ; m . 
Education: Jerusalem Law Cla es. Joined P.destine police 
force in 1920 and served until appointed nugistr.1tc. 

SHREIBMAN, REUVE ( M) , ecrecary of the J eru alem L1-
bor Council, vice mayor of Jeru alem. b. Kishinev ( Rou
mania), Apr. 1903; m., three daughter . ducarion : Jas }' 
University. In Palestine since 1925. Worked .1 agricul
tural laborer, wa secretary of the Kfor aba, Rehovor 
and Jerusalem Labor Council , member of the HistaJrur 
Executive. 

I 1HO IT, Y •H DITH ( J\1), m<.:mblr of the Hi ta lrut E,·
ecutive and active in the Women Workers' ouncil, with 
the Israeli Defense Army. b. 1902; m., one son. Mc.mbc.r 
of Geva communal settlement. 

MILA SKI, YIZHAR (M), b. Rehovot, 1918; m. Teacher 
and author, served with the Israeli Defense Army. 

S EH, DR. Mo HE ( i\.It1p.), former H,1ganah commander, 
phy ician journalise. b. Poland, 1899; m. ·ducat ion : 
Warsaw University. Active in the General Zionist Org,111-
ization in Poland, came co P.destine in 1940; elected to the 
Jewi h Agency Executive in 1945 .ind resigned in 1947 
when he joined Mapam. 

SPRJNZAK, Yo EF (AI), chairm.rn Provi ional rare oun-

cil sinc.e its e t.1blishmenc on May 111, E)118; g ner.11 ec
rcrnry of the Hi radrut; member of rh praesi<lium of the 
Zionist General ouncil, of Mapai and of m.iny Zioni r 
org.rniz.irion . . b. Ru si.1, 1886, m., three on , one d,wgh
rer. Educ.uion: s hools in Russi,1 ,ind univer inc in Ru -
si.1 ,rnd \\ irzerl.ind. In P.ilescine tnc.e 1920. 

TAI3F Kl , YnZHAk ( Mt1J,.), one of rhc ourst.111ding kad
ers of Israel's commun.11 sertlemrnt sy tern. b. Bobru1 ·k 
( Russi.1), 1889; m., two c>ns, one d.wghrer. Education: 
Berne niver ·iry. ,.1me to Palestine in 191 O; ,1mong rhe 
foundc.r • of the Kibbutz feuch.1<l ertkmc:nr Ass1xi.uion, 
Ac.hJur H.1,tvo<hh, Mapa1 ,rnd M.1p.un, mc.mber of Ain 
H.1rod c.ommun.11 etrlemenr ,rnd I lisr.idrut Exc:(llti\e. 

dl known author on labor problems. 
T AB\B, A VRAIIAM ( At ) , mtmbtr of rhe Hist,1drut Exern

tive, accive in agriculcur,ll secclemc.nc work. b. 1889. 
T ABORI, EPHRAIM ( M), b. 1900, ,1Ct1vc: in M.1p.1i. 
Tot ' BY, TL\VI IQ ( (.), edited the Arab Communist p.1per, 

,ti I11ih,ul. b. 1922. 
A, MOSHE ( P), kader of Hapoel Hamizr,1chi anJ .tc

tive in H agric.ulrural affair , member of deb Eliy,1hu 
rnmmun.d settlement. b. 190-1. 

W ARHAFI IG, ZoRA< H ( R), leader of the Hnpoel 1-famiz
r.tc.hi, former membtr of the V,1,1d Leumi Executive, on 
ure ounc.il of Provisional Government sinc.e its est,1b

li ·hmc.nc on M.1y l 1, 1918, ,lllthority on rabbinical l.1w. 
b. 1902; m. Religious and gcncr,tl education. .1me co 
P,1lc:srine in 19·15 from the U .. 
IL I R, MFIR ( C), journ.ilisr, on the staff of the om
munist d,Hly Kol I lttam; le,1der of the ommunist Youth 

rg.1niz. tton. b. 1919. 
Y AAI I 1EIR ( J\fr1p.), one of the foundtrs .ind le.1dtr of the 

H,1 h mer H,1tz.1ir movement and of the Kibbutz H.1-
artzi ·ttlement group; member of che Hi ·wlrur Exec.u
tiYe .rnd del ·g.ice co m.rny Zionist congre se . b. G.tlic.ia, 
Apr. 18, 1897. ·durntion : Vienn.1 niversity. In P.1les
rine · in e 1920; writer on oc.inlist subjects. 

YEHl DA, Zv1 ( M), membc.r of chc Hisradruc Execuri"e, 
,1c.ti\.e in ,1gricultur,tl settlement work, one of the founders 
of .1b,d,d. b. Russia, 1887; m. 

Z1 LI G, AHARON ( Mt1p.), Minister of Agriculture in the 
Provi ion.ti Government ince it c.srablishment on f.tv 
lti, 19 18, one of the founder of Achduc Haavod,1h 
,1nd M,1p.1i . b. Baronovicz ( Rus ia), Apr. 1901; m., four 
on , one daughter; se ond.1ry education. In P,1lc tine 

since 191 1. Worked as ,1griculrural bborer; ,1 founder and 
member of Ain H,iro<l. Deltgace ro everal Zioni t on
gres e . 

ZVEB ER, RABBI ABRAHAM HAIM (R), leader of the 
Mizrachi organization, bank direccor. b. 1887; m., two 
ons. 

Chronology 
(Apr. 16-May 11, 1919) 

EGYPT 

Apr. 17: Dessouki Abaza, Minister of Communication , 
announce that all pending questions between Egypt and 
Transjordan have been "settled in a sati factory manner." 

Apr. 20: The police announce that enough explo ives "to 

MAY 1949 

blow up all of .1iro" had been d1 co ered during .1 re
cent search of the city and chat twelve member of the 
Moslem Brotherhood had been arre ted. 

Apr. 22: The yrian Premier, Husni Z,1yim, pay a vi it co 
King Farouk; the latter promi e material and mor.1l up
pore co the new yrian regime. 
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GREAT BRITAIN 

May 2: Trade and financial talks wich Israeli represencacivc • 
open in London. 

IRAQ 

Apr. 30: Foreign Minister Fadel Jamali says ch<u his Gov
ernment refuses to negotiate directly with I rael ..,o long 
as the plight of the Arab refugees is not relieved, and 
that Iraq will not send a delegation to the U Concilia
tion Commission conference at Lausanne. 

ISRAEL 

Apr. 17: Albania recognizes Israel. 
Apr. 19: An Israeli truck is held up by Arabs in the egev 

near the Dead Sea; six Israeli pas engers are killed and 
five wounded. 

Apr. 23: Pres. Chaim Weizmann declares at a dinner given 
in his honor in New York chat Israel pledges "to ensure 
full security for religious insrirucions in the exercise of 
their functions; co grant the supervision of the holy places 
by those who hold chem sacred; and co encourage and 
accept the fullest international safeguards and controls 
for their immunity and protection." 

Apr. 26: The Government submits ro the Knesset an auster
ity program which calls for food rationing, ceiling prices 
and prohibition of luxury imports, to save dollars for the 
absorption of refugees and vast building projects. 

May 4: Israel celebrates the first anniversary of her inde
pendence. 

Jerusalem 

Apr. 28: Three Israelis are wounded when shooting breaks 
out between Arab Legionnaires and Israeli troops near 
the wall of the Old City. 

May ._1: local Arabs fight Israeli troops on the southern out
skirts of the city when the latter, implementing the terms 
of the armistice agreement with Transjordan, cakes over 
a screech of land which had been evacuated by the Arab 
Legion. 

JORDAN 

Apr. 25: King Abdullah inaugurates the Wadi el Arab 
irrigation project at Shuna, near the Jordan River in 
northern Transjordan. le is expected chat this develop
ment will water abouc 7,500 acres. 

May 3: Premier Tew.fiq Abul Huda and his cabinet resign. 
Huda is asked by King Abdullah to form a new govern
ment which will include three Palestinian ministers. 

SYRIA 

Apr. 16: Gen. Husni Zayim forms a cabinet with himself 
as Premier, Minister of the Interior and Minister of De
fense. 

Apr. 17: Iraq grants recognition to the new government. 
Ap~. 23: Egypt, Lebanon and Saudi Arabia grant recogni

tion. 
Apr. 26: Premier Zayim orders Syria's border with Jordan 

closed. He warns King Abdullah against any attempt co 
annex Syrian territory, and predicts that Jordan will 
"sooner or later join our republic." 

Apr. 27: The border with Jordan is reopened. 
The U. . and Great Britain recognize the new gov-

ernment. 

UNITED NATIONS 

Conciliation Commission 

Apr. 27: The first meeting at Lausanne is held wirh the 
Israeli, Egyptian and Lebanese delegations. 

Apr. 28: The Syrian delegation meets with the Commission. 
Apr. 30: The Jordan delegation arrives at Lausanne. 

Dr. Walter Eycan, head of che Israeli delegation, states 
that Israel will propose a solution ro che Arab refugee 
problem through a major settlement and rehabilitation 
effort on an international scale. 

Israel's Membership 

NOTE: For the development of events, see 11Israel-The 
59th Member of the United Nations," in this isme. 

UNITED STATES 

Apr. 19: Dr. Stephen S. Wise, president of the American 
Jewish Congress and che World Jewish Congress, and 
Rabbi of the Free Synagogue of New York, dies. 

Apr. 25: Pres. Truman entertains Pres. Weizmann of I rael. 
Apr. 28: Pres. Weizmann meets Francis Cardinal Spellman, 

Roman Catholic Archbishop of New York. 
May 4: A hundred and fifty thou and persons celebrate the 

first anniversary of the Jewish tare ac Madi on qu,1re 
Park in w York. The principal address is made by 
Pre . Weizmann. 
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