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ay 27~ 1919 

The utgoing pre id nl of the Zioni ·t rganization of 
meri a i in t l~a t one among the fortunate 

f men. It Emanuel eum nn·, high privilege to 
, tand at th head of the larg ·t of Zioni:t bodie 
t~r u h ut two of the mo.,,,t eventful years of Jewish 
ht~ t Q'. Hi admini ·tration wa highlighted by two 

• lt d moment without parallel or precedent - the 
l'nited ation deci:,;ion of 1•ovember 29. 1947 and tha 
bir h of the tate of I rael. But hi. leader hip during 
thi, era of fulfillment was not happ~• accident. It 

th direct - and logical - re,,u lt of a lifetime of 
~r 'J<: to a ingle ideal: Zioni ·m. !way · a realist, he 

{' ul nly look forward to 1· at responsibilities and 
11 l'Ve-wrackin toil when he a ·umed office. The fact 
that h wa lso abl to enjoy ·w1.'e1 mum nts of ti-iumph 

rv to eas ure u that hi tory i not alway unfair 
t, noble cau,; with devotion and 

nific-e. 
While Emanuel ·eumann'. c-areet - indeed, hi 

ntire life - ha b en bound up with the Zioni ·t move­
m nt he i not a careeri L In:-tead of ''playing it safe;' 
he r •peatedly t ok a strong independe11t ·tand when hi 

n. cience bade him to do o - even when thi made 
him the target of political attack. Hi po ition on que ·­
lion. f· Zioni t policy ha n vet· been dictated by per­
·nnal whim , l,ut by that cool and r lentle:'I logic which 

i probably the greate ·t of hi ifts. Time and again 
that logic has led him into 'the opp ::,ilion'' - au<l time 

nri gain event have proved hitn right. 

PoJitical Achievement 

I m in no position to evalu te Emanuel eumann' 
r 1 in Zioni m prior to the establi ·hment of the meri-
an Zionist Emergency Council, durin which period I 

fir t met him. However, hj confribution on the politi­
cal front alone hould earn him a place of honor in 
J wi h history. Even a brief and incomplete ummary 

f hi political a'ccompli hment establi hes the fact that 
he ha been a true pioneer, often ye 1· ahead of mo t 

f hi.: colleague . 

At the end of 1939 he 1·eturn d to America afte1· 
■evetal yea1s in Pale tine. He wa ob es ed with the 
idea that a great political effort ha to be made in the 
United States to break the deadlock created by the Brit­
i h White Pat er policy. Throughout 1940 he carried on 

·hilt wa i ·tualll a one-m n campaign to arouse 
American Zionists. In 1941 he tool-: charge of the public 
1el Hon,, activit'e. of the Emerg.-ncv Committee fo1 
Zi ni t Affair (the embryo of :vhat wa later t be 
the American Zioni t Emergency Council). With a 
p1tifully small budget and almost no a sistance, h 
initiated the organization o.f the American Pale tine 
Committee, headed by Senator Robert F. Wagner. 
Soon afterward he enrolled some 6 enators, 250 
member o:C the Hou ·e of Repre entative"' and hundred 

f the1' civic and political leader in the committee. 
e t he brought about the formation of another organ­

ization compo ed of Chri tian religiou leader , which 
v • later to become nationally important a t e Chri -
tian Council on Pale tine. 

In 1942 he per uaded Dr. Walte1· Clar Lowdermilk to 
'rite hi· now-famou book, Pale tin: Lo,1d of Promise, 

in which the plan for a Jordan Y lley Authority wa 
utlined. The impact of thi volume upon government 
fficial and public opinion wa tremendou . It disposed 
f the argument that Pale tine could n t ab 01·b large 

number of Jews, and it public tion wa political 
vent of capital importance. 

Criticized Inadeq uaey 

BuL, signific nt a these accompl.-;hment were, the. 
r pi· ·ented only a tiny fraction f the political efforl 
which the situation demanded. Dt. ·eumann pleaded 
f 1 th expansion of the Emerg ncy Committe • politi­
c 1 and public relations program, pointing out that the 
c mmitte did not even maintain an orfice in Wa hing­
ton. But the body's officers were not di ~posed to enla1·ge 
the cope of its work. r wa there ufficient clarity 
regarding policy. Dr. eumann finally 1·esi ne~ .a: ~he 
nd of 1942, and i • ued a public cacement cnttc1z1ng 

the inadequacy oi the American Zi ni t effort. 
t thi point he turned hi full ttention t Dr. Low-
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dermilk' JV idea. He e tablished the Commis ion on 
Palestine urvey and recruited a group of eminent 
scientist and engineer for the purpose of investigat­
ing the feasibility of the Lowdermilk project and pre­
paring blueprints for its eventual execution. The coop­
eration of the then head of the TY A, David Lilienthal, 
and hi top-flight experts, and the aid of the Bui·eau 
of Reclamation were enlisted. After everal years of 
work, the engineering repo1·t was completed. It was 
published only a few week ago. 

Dr. eumann's i-esignation from the Emergency Com­
mittee cau ·ed con iderable heart-searching among some 
Zionist le~Jer~. Dr. Chaim Weizmann, then on a vi it 
tv the United tat.es, ui-ged that the Committee be reor­
ganized and that Dr. Abba Hillel Silve1· be invited to 
head it. H w ver. thi, sugg·estio11 wal; reo.;ist d by im­
portant elements on the American Zionist scene and the 
reorganization failed to take place. In the early sum­
mer of 1943 Dr. Neumann and a group of colleagues 
took decisive action. . They initiated a movement to 
draft Dr. Silver for the presidency of the ZOA. How­
ever, their primary purpose was to achieve a reorgan­
ization and expansion of the Emergency Committee. A 
a 1·esult of thi "Draft Silver" movement, tho e who had 
opposed reorganization of the Fmergency Committee 
capitulated - and Dr. Silver became the active head of 
the American Zionist political scene. Under Dr. Silver' 
dynamic leadership the American Zionist Emergency 
Council wa launched. An adequate budget was pro­
vided, numerou departments headed by expert in their 
respective fields were established and a revolutionary 
tempo wa injected into American Zioni m. 

Pale tine Resolution 

In th Emergency Council, Dr. eumann wa not 
only the principle upporter of Dr. Silver. but also his 
close a ociate. He wa particularly active in 1944 in 
connection with the Pale tine Re::,olution then pending 
before the Congre of the United State . Hi testimony 
before the Hou e For ign Affair Committee was pub­
Ii bed under the title, "Zioni -m and the . rnb World," 
and became a classic. 

Late in 194J, when the great controver y broke out 
in Zioni t rank· over the tabling of the Pale tine Re o­
lution and Dr. ilver's subsequent resignation from the 
Emergency Council, Dr. Teumann devoted him elf to 

campaign for the recall of Dr. ilve1 nd the vindica­
tion of hi'- JJolici •. I wa;; one of the four executive · 
wh re igned from the Emergencr Council in prote t 
ove1 the 'cut tlin of Dr. ilver' policie- nd who, to-
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gether with Di. 'eumann, organized the meric 11. 

Zionist Policy ommittee. I hall never forget tho;;~ 
grim day of internal trife, nor the brilliant lead rshi1, 
provided by Dr. Neumann througl)out the ix month 
which elapsed before the Emergency Council and ZO . 
administration of that time responded to the puhlie 
demand that Dr. Silver and his policie ht rein,;tate . 

In Hl43. during Dr. Silver's ab ence from the U11it ll 
State . Dr. eumann wa charged with the difficult 
ta k of 11iloting the Palestine Re olution, which hall 
been reinlroduced in Congre , through both the enat':l' 
and the House. By hi skill in draftsmanship he was 
able to produce a text which was satisfactory both to 
Zioni::,t leader and the Senate Foreign Relations Com­
mittee. After the resolution wa pas ed in the enat~, 
Dr. Neumann was called upon to testify again befor 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, following a l.)n • 
anti-Zioni t statement by Le sing Rosenwald. He d1::­
moli. hed the opposition' arguments, and the re olutil)ll 
was unanimou ly approved by the Foreign Affair · 'om­
mittee. after which it was carried in the House. 

Committee of Inquiry 

Dr. eumann played a ignificant part tht'ough"ut 
the deliberation of the Anglo:American Committee of 
Inquiry. During the public hearing in Wa hington, h 
delivered the principal political addre on behalf of th~ 
Zioni t movement. In the spring of 1946, at the invita­
tion of the Jewish Agency, he flew to Jeru. alem with 
two American engineer for the purpm,e of di cu in~ 
the Jordan Valley Authority project once more with th 
Anglo-American Committee. 

His contributions to the deliberation of the twenLy­
second World Zioni t Congress, which wa held at Basie, 
Switzerland i~ December, 1946, are now a part of Zion­
i t hi tory. Apart from delivering one of the principl 
addresses of the Congress, he served as chairman of 
the subcommittee which drafted the political re olu­
tions. It wa in that capacity that he ucceeded it 
arriving at a formula which united several of the parties 
and a majority of the Congress - in upport of Dr. 
Silver's stand against participation in the Bevin- pon• 
sored London Conference on Palestine. 

Before returning to America to serve a a member 
of the Executive of the Jewish Agency in ew York, 
D1·. Neumann went to London, where informal talk 
between the British government and leader of the Jew­
ish . p: ncy w •re taking ph1c-P . T ~va5! in L nJon t that 
time and shared the 1·igors of that mi::,erilble winter 
with Dr. eumann. The gloomy atmosphere wa re­
markably well suited to the altogether depres ing pee• 
tacle staged by Bevin. He wa obviou ly trying to con­
duct "parallel negotiation " with the Jew while 
meeting form lly with the Arab . With their gun 
pointed at the heart of the Yishuv, the Briti ·h were 
trying to maneuver the Jewi h Agency into di ·cu ion 
for the achievement of an "agreed olutiou.'' In plain 
English. they h ped to cram the forri on-Giady Fed­
eralization Plan down our throats. Fortunately, the 
J ewi h gency' poke ·men did not fall into the trap 
which awaited them at every turn in the conversation 
- and it should be added that the Agency' coure 
might have been charted quite differe11tly had not 
Emanuel 1. • eumann and lo he Sneh been on the ce 1 

to influence action which would be in cco1Jance with 
the Ba -le deci i n. 

Action in U 

Throughout the United ·ations deliberation on Pal­
estine. Dr. _ T eumann occupied a di tingui::hed role. 
Both a a member of the J ewi h Agency Execu fr. e an 
a the head of America' leading Zioni t organization, 
he rendereJ invalnal,le e1·vice in meeting-,, f the E 'ec­
utive. in contact with United ... ation delegation· an 
in the mobilization of American public opinion. Hi,; 
record 11et'd, no furth r recapitulatil>n he,e. 

It ha-., become increasingly clear hat the Zioni,;r; 
movement will continue to l>e faced with grave prob! 11 

reqmrm political a::,tutenes,; and und iudgment for 
their olucion. Zio11i ·m will, I am ,;ure, enefit f1om th~ 
great talent~ f Emanuel . ·eumann fot· man. year 
to come. 

r orthwe t Couunend 
ZO. Leader hip 

which greatly l d to the uc­
ce ·ful birth of Israel. We al ·o 
ex end gr eting to th govern­
mcn t of I Tael and the Jewbh 

f the Philadelphia Zi nist 01 -

anizuti n. The re olution rea I~ 

m art : 

delphia Z io n i t Org. nization 
heartily endone • and approve:­
your leadership and policie. :· 

ing to _·orman chanin. t!·ecu• 

tive dirt:'ctor of th~ or,.,anizati n 

"hid, no\\ emh die,- mni ~ th .... t 

15.000 American J,c>wi.,J, ,\'OU~li,.; 

in over 9 0 group,-. 
Th orthwe t ZO. 

tmdet· the chairman hip 
ident Dr. A. L. Greenberg. 
la t meeting dopted un m -
mou re olution enciin gi·eec­
lng~ to the admini t ation of th 
ZO on the fir t annivnsary 
th , tate of I 1 t. The ·e lu • 
tion ·ontinu 

'We commen the lead •r 1,i 
for th p litic· l chi •vemeuL 

.., ocr on thi memcnal,le an­

niver~ary. 

re t Oak Laue ZO. 
Back ilver., Teu1na 1 

A re oluti n endor ing th,3 
l a• er hip of D1 . Abba Hillel 

ii·· r nd Dr. Emanuel eumann 
wa~ dopted at rt?cent meetin"' 
c the \' ~t o I ne Chapte1 

"T D1. bba Hillel ilv t 

nd Di. Emanuel ·eumann - [n 
recognition of your untiring work 
an, devoti n to the cau ·e of r-. . 
ra 1 nd Zionis1 , e~pec1ally f,l1 
y ut l'hie\'ement duung th • 
1 t :,\'ear in the hall . of th~ 
United . ·ation , we c n Tatu late 
you. Fu1thermore. we mat\' 
kn vn t even .)nf' th· t th~ \r t>,t 

O k Ltttw Chapt•'t of the Phila-

Gilbert S. Levitt is p1 e,.;ident o • 
the chapter and )Ianuel I. \\ er -
heimer i secretary. 

oung Juclaea .. Ia· ~ 
40th Anniver ar • . 

1. ·ational Young Ju aea will 

commence a year-long cdeln a­

t ion of its 40th anniv.:r,ar\' dur­

in~· the months of June, acc01/J-

limaxin numlit·t r' c,1111. 
nwnity- nde and nuti,rnal cd~­
lnation bemg plunne fH Ju ,1 ➔ 

"ill be the ·eeond 1rnnual -ii."-hl• L 

of the • 'at10n11 • tc<nin1 Y Jun" 
,fLtdaea camp, Tel Ythudah. wh'cl, 
will bl! held ft m Jun 'N to l uly 
17 at Tel ,. ·oa I. , ~e ir ll · n1 ,. 
'It •ad (. T.H 1. 




