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'ROCEEDINGS 
. 

The hearing convened at 10:15 a.mo 

1.."R. JUSTICE SINGL~TON: l'.ro Chairman, before we hear 

the ne).."t witness there is a matte to which I would like to 

direct attentio in th hope that we may get furth r help 

upon it while we are hereo 

Yesterd~ 1:r~ Crossman asked a question of the first 

ri.tness, lLro Earl Harri on, about postal facilitieso The 

reference is on page 22 o the tr er o It ·was mentioned 

• gain in the course of the evi ence of Dr o Sch artz a page 

6L. The q esticn put to hlro Ear 

11Ho.v • re the post l faci 

ison w· : 

of the-,e people? Ho do 

!~. Har ·son ~tvered, There ::1.re none." 

Mro C ossraan asked, "Co d ther be postal facili.ties 

if they ere allo red? • ;hat i th p ysical dif icul ty a. o t 

i ?" 

Mru Har ion ans,ered, "There seems to be a creut deal of 

difficulty., • lthou.::;h v;hen I wus th re ·n July, I tas told 

that the postal ervice wo d be set up within JO to 60 days. 

At that time they s • d it s a matt r of set tine up rul 

and re~lations which had pret y uch been decided upon and 

recruiting local talent for carrie " • 

:.ro Cros • n as ·ed, " o ti at th .se peo1Jle h -:ve no id a 

hethe thy ha er lativ v r not in th :·· t rn 
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countries':" 

: .. r. Harrison replied, "l-.iost of them do not. A fe\7 have 

been able through private organizations and individual soldiers 

asc rtain thos facts, b t that has been relatively small 

number" 

The matter was altered a little in the evidence ot 

Dro Schwartz, but I do think it s desirable that we should 

have som info tion,if it is obt inable through perhaps the 

7/ar De rtment as to that mattero After all, the inte mt 

camps, or the camps in • ch the e displac p er-,ons h ve 

e.. • sted f a Ion ... t me one ;) , u ·nk there oucht to be-

and there m y b - ome postalr • 

I h ~e di cuss d it .. th on r 1r,o me: be and v:e should 

lik to have sane ·nro1 tion if tt • available. I ment· on 

it no because e may be able to get in!'ormati on h re or ve 

may in Eneland. Thank you. 

JUDG, RtrrC •SON: All right. 

':le will ca th , first d tnes .. 

!.R 000: .,:ro Henry 1.onsky of th lune ican Je ·rish 

Conferenc o 

El CE 

.URo .J N KY: ,.,:ro Ch rm , an gentlemen o the 

OUJ,ission, it is pr :vil g to s yo ~ n of the 

co-ch n ft h an 
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Jewish Conference has submitted a written statem nt which 

we hope will prove helpful to yo Committee in its effort 

to find a solution to the problem the solution of i'lhich, 

respectfu.Uy subIIll..t, has too lone been delayed. 

I approached this task with great humility, conscious 

of the g a.vi ty of the tragic plight of the J l'fish people. 

I realize full well that \mat ver I might say will add but 

little to the mass of evidence already before you of the 

unprecedented suffering, the distress and dislocation of the 

people who were the innocent victims of evil fo ces of a 

character heretofore inconce 

I am encourage, Ur Ch and gentlemen of th 

Commission by the firm belief that the Government of the 

United 3tate and the British Government have, in cognition 
... 

of the great humanitarian needs of at rribly wronged people, 

delegated to your Committee the r sponsibility of making 

reconmendations in accord with the mands of j sticeo 

Th Jewish con:munity of the United St tes is today the 

largest single Jewish comnunity in the orld, th an approxi

mat population of 5,000,C O" 

The Je • h conmuni ie and the displ ced persons in the 

war devastated contin t of Eur p do,· d rightfull.y should, 

look to us for • d, uccor, and ehabili tat on, and they 

look to us to assist the in the est b shment and main ten

anc of the· r futur s cur· ty,, 
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~·ie believ that the st tus of Palestine is an integral 

and inseparable factor • that futures ecurity. 

As president of the B1nai B1rith it was my privilege to 

i,Jsue the invitation for a .neeting which led to the conven

ing of t e first ession o the erican Jewish Co "'er nc 

That first session was held in , ugust 19'43 c It w s convene 

to make articulate the posi ti.on and the point of vie 1 of the 

AJ crican Jewi.h comm · ty and to effect., so far as ossible, 

the co on progr of ton in respect to the post-,ar p b-

l ms and status Je,1s and the rights of the Jewish people in 

respect to Palestine 

R pres nted t t ·s firs n of the Conferenc -

and I think your Co 

this becaus of the s 

be very much intere ted in 

ming con! ion as to ju.st what is the 

point of vie of the Jewish COOlllluni ty of America in reapect 

t the Palestin question Repr sented at the first session 

of the Conference ere 64 n tional Jewish m rship organi 

z· tions with a approximate aggrugate membership of. 1,500,000 

Amari an Je . 

The e o rganiz ations lecte 123 of a total of 502 d le

gates at the Confer nee A gr t a·o ty f the d leg ts, 

• el.y > 3 79 of the 502, .............. l ected at c unity • d eional 

electoral confe ences hich •,e e h l in 79 major conmuni ties 

and in ev ry State of the Union 

oy I • nt 1 ·rupt you for a 

• 
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moment, not at all to limit the tim . you take, because you 

all have been ver-y , reeable in submi ,ing m te • al I read 

your material-I think most of us have-but I w· t to make 

this st12gestion, that in respect of yr)llr statcmont 11 • ch i a 

verbatim statem t of • s written ma erial wo an t it be 

more l elpful to us if :e had refer nee to it and you could 

pounc or explain it more than j ·st reading ·t? ..1.f you 

coul do t;,at it mi~,ht be bett r If ycu c· n 1 , y co right 

ah ad 

·, • l 3KY: I ppreci • t y ur suggestion.. It sec r-

t!Jat Yo 

v ry next 

the brief 

h·"' pr -vi· 

te e I am ma.kin 

0 S kind, bee· tme in the 

JUOOE HlJI'CHESO : h nk you, sir. 

l:Ilo 'O SKY: I app eci t your a .onition 

It is ver-✓ nic you lave given u.s this 

material in adv· ,ce 

!.:it. 1 ON SKY: t:ay I remove fr • trds folder this ry 

thick book I t'd.nk you got the impression I s go· fJ t.; 

read it 

(Laughter) 

• . ~oNSKY: he d l g t lu choscn, · if Your Honor 

plea ea by ocr·t~c proc st uly r ~ecte th point of 

vie t of t h comm ti i th gions ho thev w eel ct 

t re r n , d C e·. h Conferen e, on titut 
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as it was, does therefore in a very real sense represent 

the opinion of the American Jewish oon:munity. You will find, 

gentlemen, on page 3, 4 and 5 o the printed statement submitted 

by the American Jewish Conference, the full text of the 

Palestin Resolution. 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: ~·:hich book 1s that? 

?JR. l:Ol '0KY: That is the blue-covered book. 

I am not going to read the r· esolution. It is in the 

brief, and I a~sume the Commission n:i.11 read it in due time 

if they have not already read it.. I ant to point out, how-

ever, the four main points t t 

The esolution ca]]s for 

asked in the ~esolution~ 

er illment of the Balfour 

Declaration d for the I.iandate or Palestine, whose intent 

and underlying purpose i to reconstitute Palestine as a 

free and democratic Je dsh comnonwealtho It demanded tho 

withdrawal of the Palestine Vlliite Paper of !lay 1939 WJ. th 

its_ unw-~rranted rest ictions on Jewish immigration d land 

settlement, and mad the assertion that the ~':bite Paper was a 

violation of the rights accorded the Jewish p ople under the 

Mandate for Palestine. 

• r. \ 'inston Churchill characterized it as a violation 

in the House of Commons •men he aid it as a breach and a 

repudiation of the Balfour D c ·rationo 

The resolution i ed that t. e g te of Palestin be 

opened to J -wish • g ation nd ask that the opportunity 
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be afforde1 the Jewish .\gency to deal • th problems of 

immigration and to d velop to the maximum the aGr"cult al 

and industria. poss"bilities and hen tural resou es of 

the co 1try o ,,,his Palestine resolution was adopted at the 

Conf eren e by an overwhelming maj r • ty o 

No1,1 recall I have told the Commis ion low the Co erenc 

was constituted representatives of 64 national Jevrl.sh member 

ship org· 0 74tions with a membership of 1,500,000, hich is 
. 

one_ third., or almost one-th· rd, of the total Jm ish popula 

tion of America. and d 1 gat s representing 78 communiti s 

J i every State in the Union w 

fer nces., 

there ere el ction con-

Of the 502 delegat , r ur deleg·tes v t. d aeainst the 

r solution, 19 abstained from voting, and more details c n

cerning the reco vrl 11 be found on pages 6 an 7 o he 

stQtement whi h w filed~ 

There ere several o. ga.ni.za ions among them the Union 

of Amarican Hebre\'r Congregations and its affiliates, 1 • ch 

b cause of the d"versifi composition of the r m nlbervhip 

did not take a. po it.:.on upo tha pha e of the P stine 

question hich h s to do w th the ult· te politic· stat s 

of Pale ine_. 

But it ha n Svated ire, and 

ga els th olition of t e ·:hlte 

Pap r f 1939 • r s ri t d • ' • e a • on t P· est· n • d 
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the fulfillment of the spirit of the Balfour Declaration 

there was, and I venture to say there is now, virtual 

unanimity on th part of the Jfffis who have given any consi

deration to this problem. 

You vd.11 find on page S of our written statement th 

report of the surve of American Jewish opinion, October 1945, 

the survey conducted by Elmo Roper, one of the outstanding 

analysts o! American public opiniono 

I challenge your special attention, gentlemen, to the 

fo of the que~tion in t at survey. Question No .. 1: 

"A Jewish tate in Pal s • ne a good thing r or the 

Jews and every o sible fo 

Palestine· a Jewish state, or 

ant to sett e thereg 

ma e to establish 

onwealth, for those who 

0 2. Jews are a religious grou1) only and not a nation 

d it T«>uld be bad for th Jews o try to s t p a Jewish 

state in Pal stine or anyv,here else9 11 

As the result of the poll, the ansiers indicted 80 11 

in the affirmativ on the first propo al, and 10.5% in the 

affirmative on the ecmd proposal, and 9.4% ere undecided. 

, s you gentlemen of ti1 Cam • tte 

tlie United States has b concu ent 

kno,, th Concress or 

solution of the Senate 

and House of Representatives expr ssed its comnendation of 

the inter s hotm by the Pr s • n of the United stat in 

h solut • o of t • bl ref ing to th Palestin 
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problem nd dire ting hat the Unit d t·tcs usP. its good 

off. ces--I shall not rep t., but I have uo ed h re from 

the resolution of Cone~ ess that portion of the resolut on .. 

In calling attention to this re elution I fully realize 

th t it • 1 be the r esponsi bi • ty of th.is Committee to base 

its r c e dations upon a cons· erc.1.tion of tne f· cts as you 

now fin th , havinc3 due r gard, ho ver 9 for tie principle 

illing the intent ands ·t • d th 1 tter of the 

p o se m· f o the benefit o the ewish p ple in re p t 

to Palestine. 

Tt c ar~ tio s of ; 

the instr entality on the C 

th solution e·n 

cy • re I!1 d thr ugh 

d hile t at is not 

t the U ed t· tes has one 

a ain spo en in furth ranee of ts t ditio al o cy to J e 

t e wor d of t e forces of injust • ce an to remove th evil 

conseq nces e eof a d to offe aid to the op re s , the 

pers uted, the afflicted, and the homel ss. 

,, h • d .... uc vi ence ·11 e pre nted to yo r C ·tte by 

re resentativ of ·z·tions hose rnajo interest and 

r spon 1bi ty have be n the upbuil ·ng of Pale tine, d on

strating the extent of the reso es and rcan. 1 er t hav 

been poura into p tine up n th r "tho d in eli· ce 

u on he oro . mad to the J .,wi h e pl B .. 
Sch e or anc n ol in( 0 e and acri-

C n \ t1 0 j_ r:i.n e p f r po sible 
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governments, we respectfully submit, vh oily part from 

humanitarian C?nsideration~, cannot be disregarded. 

Before leaving the subject 6f the Congressional resolu

tion, may I read to you gentlemen a very brief µlssage frcm 

the report of the CoIIIIlittee on Foreign Relations of the 

United States Senate. 

"The passaee of this l''esolution will also furnish 

the occasion for the Congress to express itself forth

riehtly • upon tl e horrible plieht of the Jews in Europe, 

5, 700.,000 of whom were victims of the Hitler and his md 

men, according to the indict nt expr ssed by the Allied Crime 

Comm:i ssion. The war is over • e need for a Jewish home-

land for the survivors where thew~ p rsons can live· d 

establish it is ereater than ever. Your Committee feels, 

therefore, that the time is at hand men the longst nding 

pledges to the Jewish peo1;le shall be fulfilled." 

Repre entatives of the American Jewish Conference, 

gentleman., are now working in Jewish camps in Germanyo 

Their reports corroborate fully the testimony already ei ven 

to this Co ·ttee by t:r .. F.,arl Harrison and Dr. Schwartz .. 

J late as December 1945 Conforence representatives 

declared in a report.made to us -and you will fi d the quo 

tat ion on page 13 of the Confer nc '·· statement. I shall not 

read the quotation I ercly wish to under core the final 

sent nee in tat eport. He err· to th dlsplac persons 
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"The ov he.ll!linc majority have exprec,sed their- esire to 

go to P· e:.;tine to begi.n a new life as soon as ; ,ossible .. 11 

Now much has been said about inmigration in other lands 

~d so e s Udsest • on of that procedure is implicit, in the 

terms of reference to this Cocmittu o I shoul like to 

recall the ubstance of the statement made by ''ro H rrison 

con em· ne the ina.cti vi ty of tl1e Inter-gov rnmcntal rtefuge 

Co tte , and a o the o servation made by Dro Schw· rtz 

b fore h's Co ·tt e, mo ihile commendinc; the r·ne h •~· 

spirit h ch motiv ted t e rec nt directive of th Pre ·d 

of th United 0tc.1.t ,s, wa q t dub· o ooncemint; the possi-

bility of s b t n ·ial 1· lie! • ..,pl ced peroons of coun rie 

other than P· estine under re et immicration policie~ 

I wo d ar,nsider • t un ortunate, a tl imn, if your 

consid r· tion of the prob em<.! ·1h • c have b n ref red to 

you hould be limit d to the m~tter• of fin ing haven or 

sanct a y for Je,·dsh .. f'ug s A thoUeh I o not mi • • ze 

in the sli6ht st the • tal nee 

in that reeard, any oh r re 

li.mit d • erspective, ho e, 

e.pedient d ould c tribute 

wish. ople 

sity fo • edi· e ac ·on 

endation bas d ~on ouch a 

ou d be on ya t porary 

ttle o t e st·tus of th 

Th rec erd t.ons, fe ntly h , th•refore, 

oint 01 vi , and e t1 

h at ar o v· ti n • 
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chaneing attitudes \vith respect to th· s vital problem, vdll 

concern yourselv s with the restoration of the Jewish people 

to the ~tutus and security in a national Jewish home, a vas 

intended by His ,:ajesty' s government when the Balfour 

Declaration was issued. 

Testimony has alre dy been given relative to the 

possibil • ty of r ep:itriation of Jews in Germany and .~u.stria and 

other simil rly affected countries.. Re1;orts amply dem nstrate 

he d plorable manifestations of the anti-S .·tism, even 

thouGh not on the part of th governments in P lar.'1d and other 

co tries vthich t em ""Se ~e been poise ed bJ the 

co .. :roding influ nee o Naz· h· tc ~ d pro • gan ~ 

:·Jhil we ecognize the ne essity for • d the value 

theoretically, if not pr·ctic lly, of minority treaties, 

but also of rights and constituti~ns designed to rotect 

human r'ghts and fundamental re.., oms, all of that type 

and character of documen to. tion, we a re compelled on the b asi 

of experience in many European countri s to point out th·t 

s ch documents do not b • ng about a transit· on of the tti

tudes of the people ex.c pt .in those lands wher~in the demo

cratic tradition h became deeply rooted in th hearts and 

minds of the people. 

To hope fo such an ven • li ty n e oft E pean 

countries is to ho for e po~sibl e:rcept • fter a long 

and ar uous proc s of vid nc e ::t nd d o er • ri d of 



• 

• 

- • 

14 

years in the fundamentals or democracy as know it . 

... :eanwhile, human lives are beinc sacrific d for the 

want of realistic ~ca ure o 

In conclusion, gentlemen, may I urge your careful 

consider· tion ofthe Palesti e Resolution of the Conference 

t which I have already referred. tlay I urge an express d 

determi tion to r ccnstitut Pale ine s a !re and demo

cratic Jewish commonw alth and the abolition of the ~· hite 

Paper of ''ay 1939, thuo permitting the g • tes of P lestine to 

be op ned for unre tricted i • e ation, and th r emov:i.ng 

limitations n land settl n in P, ..,tine by the Je\tlsh 

peopl e .. 

We ask fo reco ndation t.h· t will enable the 

facilit.1.es of the Jeni.sh ugenc;ies to be .utilized to thel.r 

full capacity in relation to· 

ment of Palestineo 

gration and economic develop-

, s - final v,ord, may I r emphasize our very strong feeling 

that we must not perpet at the grave injustice upon the dis 

placed persons of fo cine the to go back to lands hich 

represent nothine except t rribly tragic memories and the scenes 

of gas chamb r.:» and ch' n l hou es mi.ch took their loved ones. 

These lands offer t h m. ne ther s curit , cha.nc for survival, 

nor peac ~f min 

t·ne., e submit., offers th , if th 

Balf ur cl· · tion h d b carri out 

of th 

it ace of , 
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mind, and the op ortunity for normall~Velopnent as free men o 

Now, !.~Q Chainnan, I purposely prepared thi brief 

stdtement in order that I shall not LO over the time limit, 

and I appreciate your patience in lettine me pres nt it in 

this manner .. If there are sny qu sti ons I shall be very glad 

to answer them if I c....n. I do not come here as an expert on 

legalistic mattes that are involv d, although I will be glad 

to answer any q estions that I can .. 

JUOOE HlJTCH.t;S • • I would like to ask :,ou who prepareC:. 

that? Th tis av luable document to me<> 

• . Th· t i s pr p e b 

Em rgency Council and some o 

the Am rican ionist 

at represented them .. 

JUDG , HUT Cf t!SOff: It was ve y v luable to me 

.:.::H. l:C)NSKY: It is our purpose to try to be helpfulo 

JUooc; HTJrCH , ""or : Do you think it is com lete? 

lili. !/0 SKY: I belie e it to be complet 

:.iR . TUUN: ' o Chair an, I prepared it» and I think it 

is virtually com lete. It , . p e red in a r "1 , but I 

ndeavor d to insert in that every document which I thought 

would be relevant to th situ :tion 

1ra., JUSfICE "ING tJr • I sho d ilk t • dd it i ost 

valuable as • history to look • t the drai.r· ble manner in 

·;hich all he doc ents ar pre red. 

..... . TU ' . • 

1:H CHIC : 

hank yo , ir 

1 l.ir l~ons ve s • e s to 
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the different representat ·ves to .ihom ,1e should address 

questions on particular aspects such as economic, i'.X)litical, 
• 

or what you • ll? Is there any division? 

UR. MONSKY: I trink Mr Tulin probably can answer that 

question, because they have delegated to him the responsibility 

of • rraneing the order of these witnesseso 

JUDG~ HUTCHESON: There is one question I want to ask 

youo There is a question raised in your material and in all 

of the material which i~ conu.ne forth today and comine 

before us today and t orrow vbich probably is not suscept

ible of a pr cise answer, but I t1ink ought to be, and that 

is the point made with refer~u~-~ to Palestine being the place 

to mich not only the di pla.c d J..,w:J but those in Poland and 

Rumania and other places would mo t like to go and o~_; ht to 

be allowed to go. Does that go ·nto the point that ~:~i 

can never live in Europe, or cannot now live in Europe? 

Und rlying all his disc~sion and reading that I ha,-e 

been doing, that tone eep:J rising, Is this the nd of the 

Jews in Europe? 

MR. 1aONSrY: All I c· n say is that I hope it is not the 

end of Jews in h'urope. There are many parts of J!J ope in 

which I sincerely l1ope th Jews will be able to resettle and 

rebuild themsel ~sand re ntablish themselves. 

JUOO!!. HUTCH2S . 
• T,lhich p aces? 

ili. r,:ON· KY: In F ance B lgium and H lland and ther 
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territories~ I dai't know but Ylhat t mieht be possible 

after the United Nations has oper...i.ted a number of year, 

and if there hould be a complete collabor--'tion betw·,ecn 

the nations and if we can expose some of the oth r countries 

in Europe to some of the principles and ideals of democracy as 

te knor, them over here and ~ n Great Britain, sir. I wasnt t 

d awing any invidious di tinction between U3 and G e· t Britain 

·th respect to that. 

I recall that the representatives of your Government at 

the San Francisco Conference were very cooperativ in the 

matter of ins .. rting • g c use in the t rub-te -

ship chapter of the United N·t·o s' Charter recoenizing 

there were some riehts in respe o Palestine th·t the 

Jewish people had, and tat other mandated peopl had that 

should not be destro ed. 

I do have 6reat loyaltJ to the United St· t s and to its 

tradition of democracy, an I do believe th· t when 1e expose 

other people to it in the rest of the world that in th 

course of ti.me there m; y be • resettlement of Je1.·1s in thos 

countrie Q 

JUDGJ HUTCn:.:;soN: Th emphasis i on t at r t 1er U n 

never~ 

MR. 1.:0N5KY: That is n t my language. You di 

it in my manuscript~ 

JUOOZ H TCIIBSO : 0 

find 



• 

• 

• 

18 

Holland, France, for the present there is no .)1 ce for 

them. 

t:H. 1.:0NSKY: I think it is perfectly safe to predict hat. 

it will be a place that is rather uncomfortable for them in 

the next 15 or 20 years. 

JUOO!!; HUTCHESON: I see. I just ant to get clear 

whether experiences in th.cit p rt have been such, as far as 

the section of opinion you represent, a firm conclusion has 

been reached that there is no plac any longer, ,·on•t be any 

place any lone 1, for Jews in those cowit ·es~ 

MR. 'ON'"'KY: For some t • n to co eo I hope there will 

be places again in the fut re, b c e I am more optimistic 

about the futu.r of civilization than to s· y never, that th 

Je vs couldn t live in any- lan on the face of the earth. 

IL1. ?.::COON· ID: t.;r. Chairman, \rould it be helpful befo 

the next fitness is call d to take 2 or 3 minutes ,o answ r 

" . Crick cs question? 

L:R. TULIN: l.'· y I ask what the question was? 

1:a CRICK: I gather that the different witnesses 

a pea.ring tod y vrill each d.al with a particular phase of 

the proble they considero 

l:R. TULIN: 

1:H. .. CRICK: 

to people, I 

addr s C rt 

\'le ave endeavor d to arrange it that ,.,,ay. 

In order' to vo·d puttine questions around 

er if you uld ell us to om we .... hould 

typ of qu s ·on 
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1.1H TULIN: The next v1itness, I think, will be Or. ~•.ise, 

v,ho will cover a cert~in part of the historical ,r:i1ase and 

to whom cpestions can properly be addressed relating to that 

subject,, The neKt witness after him will be D • Emanuel 

Neumann, to mom I tr.ink you may address almost any question 

relating to the Zionist position, to the position of the 

Zionist organiz:.ltions in this matter, both historical and 

economic and political. Then I think lx .. Gold or :Jrs Epstein, 
. 

I am not sure ich, will testify rr Gold \'tl.ll testify as 

regards the financial contributions and investments of American 

J wry ·n Pa eutine, based o· tle f· th placed by American Jews 

on the pledges of the Dalfour D cl -r·tion and the Land,te 

and que:;;t'ons • ting to those s bjects should of course, 

be address d to him, and Urso Epstein tlll .:;:i.ve you testimony 

of a very interesting nature respectinr; the work of the 

IIadassah, an organiz'1tion that is concerned vdth health work 

in Palestin , a d he will be able to answer any questions 

relating to that 1Jha e of the mattnro 

.f.:R., ROOD: The American Zionist , rgency Council has 

subndtted • correct d cow of their doc um nt. (Distri ->utes 

corrected copieo.) 

The ss has asked for s .~temen s of this n·t e. The 

persons app arine l • only supplied enoug 1 f r th C mitt e 

members, and if ou • sh stat ment 

you will hav to se t em 

the p rsons app ring 
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The next pt; on to appear vdll be Rabbi Stephen So .'/ise, 

speaki g for the \mcrican Zionist FIDergency Councilo 

vTATEL:Ef\1T OF JTE HEN S. ~·nsE, 

A.1 EilIC,J~ lIONIST .m.:iliGEt-CY COUNCIL 

DR. \:ISE: May I venture, Mr. Chainnan, and gentlemen 

of th COIIDn:it ee, to make this statement to you: I appear 

here quite frankly wi. th ery gr t reluctance. I have been 

of that grou of Americans deeply appreciative of the 

President ' s fine interest in the fate of the displaced per 
. .. 

sons, but d eply conscious and aware of the truth that the 

facts with reg rd to Palesti d the status of the Jews-

tho facts e known, ·1ell kno m e been consi ered o er a 

series of y rs by a seri s of ish named c :,sions a 

among such co ssions the not · ble Ap al Commis ion, or 

Royal Commission. 

c-o '!,•,,_ Ch· • ......, .,..,. 
.,) , .,,J. Q • 4 .,. ~~, 

saying that nothing but 

g entlem n, you till forgi vc me for 

stern sense of duty as the veteran 

member, and in a sense, louder, of the Zionist movement ha 

led me to appear before you and to present what I believe 

to be the unanswerable case for the Zionist causeo 

JUDG,.;,, HUTCHE ON: l • :y I • th the gre'""t st deference to 

your int of vie 1 rtirect from your t · t nt r~ .......... d you, 

sir, that history cord that the imp ct f the same facts 

is different at one han at • oth • 

DR ,. 'E . .. ) : I t fu to you, sir, r of the 
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judiciary for remindinG me o£ t.hat important trutho 

Mr Chairman, and r.:embcr·s of the Anglo-American 

Committe of Inquiry, perhaps it is unnecess~ry to m.:.i.ke th 

point that Zionism is historic ;i continuum, to uDe that 

uwkward Latin term which has come to us throueh German meta 

phy ics. i\meric<.1n Je;•,ry has taken its part in the Zionist 

movement for two eenerations an we have stood within the 

historic fr-.u1iev ork of the :.;ionist movei. ent 

I bee to add, for the benefit of those who cannot be s 

familiar • th the . roblez:i as is the \ i tness, lho as 0 iven the 

l · rgest, part of ii..; life to t • , that there has n ver 

0 a JuOm nt-in the been a time-I use your term ' 

19 and mor hri tian centuri rine • cl. there has b en an 

lat· on to Zionis1lo on the • rt ab·n onment or a waiver l.Il 

of Jews. 

; reservdtion mu~t, with f anknes , m de tlth res ct 

to that period which run3 fran. 1820 to 1895, ju~t exactly 5G 

year$ ago, 1r n Judenst at, th • J e\vitih home nd ~ of Dr. Tl eddor 

Herzl of Vienn· appeared. Durin;~ those 7v years there were 

o ment in uvor of nunci· ·on of 

Zionism, but only in estern Furope, France, a very, ver:, 

slight dumbrat· nor reverber ion of it in~ :1 nd, s·r, 

and ~rticula l.:r in Ge y wh re und r t,he im • t of a 

group of Jed h le ders v,ho for th ost fY r toed 

::ose :· del o n G e~t Jev of t 8 e tury, t Ii s 
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• • gined the J •fs could more canpletely assimilat them

selves to the 1.!,uropean and Christian environment if they 

forswor or abandoned Zionism. 

Th·t abandonment ncvor touched the heart of the 

European JeVJish epeople. Eastern Europe contained th e 

forts of Jewish population.. In 18tJl, for ex:ample, there re 

6,0CJ0,000 Jews in Russia who had never heard of the German and 

French forsakin abandonment of Zionism. Zionism rerua:i.n d 

a part not only of Je\d.sh as • ations, but of the Jewish 

faith. It t1as a large part of the f • th of the Jewish 

people . 

Th·t is not an unfair tler · o of Zionism, a coodly 

part of the r, • th of the Je ·dsh ople.. On the one hand 

there has en throuljh the centuries, :..r. Chairman, and I 

shall not d tain you unduly, Vfhat we in the Ilcbrew call the 

Hi bat Zion, or Ahal"1at, devotion to Zionism. 

But I am sorry, speaking nith the frankness of rrzy 

colleague, and of my privilege in the witness chair, th t 

love of Zionism, of the Jew pressi1g th~ el es in daily 

prayer nd in d:.dly ho sand assion, vas supplemented, I 

lwi.ent to s· y, by the Christ · an worl - I do not wish o give 

o fens, b tit re more ac urate to s·y a Christle s orld, 

nominally c ed, ·ch onvert d w ·t Dr. He zl cnl.lad a 

blor • 01 s ideal into a 1uo th· n ull n cessi ty o 

I cannot h lp tre~ ing th t b ca 5e on of entlem 
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of the COlillli. ttee said yester ' :r, or I think asl{ed the ques

tion yesterday in interrogatine the 1'd tness, "Do s not 

persecution die am from time to time?" .i.nd there was a 

refl ction of that in your query of l1rc l~onsky a r.iomcnt ago, 

.tr Chairman, "Is it now or nevet·?" 

If the persecution dies no it, of course we shall not in 

the next 10 or 20 years see a revival of the hidcousnes, 

the gha tlines of anti-J wi h ction pe petrated by Nazl.SI:l 

and tolerated in too many stat s such as Hunc;ary, Rumania, and 

I am sorry to say even resistant P )landjj v;hich came ternpora1·.ily 

und r the Nazi dominion 

Yugosla ia almo~t alone those states resisted that " 

In my ovm ill time, t:r. C a r • n,--I am ioinc to be 72-

LJ.Y life has been singlene s with Jewish persecution. It 

began, I remember, in 1881 and 1882, the beginnings of the 

dl'Jful pe se~ution of th Jews in the th n Cz·ris Rus~ia, 

which persecut·on, I cannot help dding, nev r caught the· 

eart oft e people of Russi en in those days, sa e ~s 

they were infl ed by liquor or move in one way or the 
. 

other, I mean handfuls of them, to h· ve part in t e terrible 

posroms of 1881 and 18820 

To show yo , 1ich of conr you k ou o v te rible 

it ill was, th procur tor of th H iy ,)ynod aid o Andrew 

D. r.1 ,:.e of "o 11 , then .i.:. or to Rus i , 11 Your 

~c llency, t r • re 6 uG 1 00(.; J L S in R sia 
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of them mutit becan Chri.;)tians, must be converted to 

million must get out, und two millio we sh 11 kill Then 

there vdll be no Je dsh question left in Russia." That w· s 

the beginning .. 

Then for me as a young student both in America, Ene].and 

and Ger.many there came the German anti-Semitism under the 

august thoueh covert patronage of Bismarck, and v.ri.th the 

support of sue ti men ~ Richard r:agner, his Ori ti.sh on-in-law, 

Hoston Stewart Chamberlain, and his more than faithful co

adjutor .... _ with the help of such leaders and ac d • c·._ ns 

as Professo de Llga , Pro so itsch, many others 

whom I mieht nam o 

Then in 18 the w·s that itter anti-Jer· h feeling, 

anti-Semi.tic it is called, but I enture to call your atten

t • on to the circumstances that the .\rabs, tholJGh Semites, a 

we re only a little fragm t of the S mitic people, are 

never included \'d.th·n the orbit of anti-Semitic hatredo So 

it is ,a who are he victims of anti-Semitism and in th t ,e 

stand alone. 

Duri.ne the last 20 or 3Li years, apart from th Hitler 

thing, there were th Rumani·n persecutions . 

1· Chairman, you may rem er, houch much my junior, 

that John H~, at the instance of Pre 0 ident 1.:cKinley, made the 

famous Hay roe t t the Rumanian government because 

Ru ania e or iti s to r·val R ~~ia in th 
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matter of persec~tiona 

In the lli or 15 years between the ·:;orld ~.ar and the 

beginnings of Hitlerism., 1 olil sorry to say the Polish covem

ment, nominally democratic, and the Endekas, a political 

party in Poland, tre...i.ted the Jews in fiendish fa::.hion., and 

the present conduct of the Polish people toward 1e Jev,s is 

little more than a survival of the attitude toVTard the Jews 

of democratic Poland in other days. 

So when you ask the uestion, as one of you eentlemen 

did yesterduy, "Does not persecution die dovm?" of course 

it dies dm . It has died down t day God give it that it 

shall die dovm for generations, d it may be if there ev r 

becomes a Christ·an world it must certainly disappeur be 

banished from Christendom~ 

But., Dro Chairman, the que~tion is to vtiat are these 

persecution3 due., and w Zionists answer vdth one voic, 

the major cause of our 1.lllhappy -status is our poll tical and 

national homelessness, homelessncsso 

Dr .. Herzl, to whom I have already referred, made that 

very clear in his little paper .. He saw that clci;J.rly and he 

n1ade it clearly o He felt that th Je ish eople-and I 

borroVI the filrase of 1:r., ;Jinston C 1urchill--"had IiO permanent 

home ich WdS theirs of rib ht and not on sufferance .. " 

Dispersal was hinted at yesterday, trr;.:, di~persal may be 

::;ood for a people., and a v..,ry diDtinguish ... d <,tateoman of your 
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empire, y0ur commonwealth of nations, even went so far as 

to do us Jews the honor of aski.nc us to rebuild Europe, to 

remain dispersed and to perform the task of recreating 

~uropean civilizationo 

All I c:in say to you after the annihilation, and my 

figures cane directly from Nuremburg, Germany, after the 

annihilation by r.azism of 6,200,L,00 Jews--and those arc 

.the figures which Justice Jackson and his associates have 

come upon-in the ~'uropean lands, central ard eastern 

Europe, not, of course, of Holland, Beleium, France~ and I 

include Italy, vrhich is v(jry rec ntly sJ.fe for i;ussolini 

and his gungstcrs are eonc,, , cour~e, EnG]..and, the 

azi Europe h s made the Jew fee hopel sso He is homeless 

and hopeless. 

One of you gentlemen asked ~ esterday, ~·:·1ha~ 2.:.,l~uf~ 

Poland? f/ill the Jews never f 1 at hor,.e in Poland?" 

Let Ille bear a moment• s testimony o I happen to oo presi

dent of the /\Jilerican Jewish Cong ess, and I called a ·,orld 

Coneress last Aueu,st. 

Poland 1 d by Dr. So 

To it came a delegation of Jews from 

erstein, outstanding in the life or 

Polando They said to me and my American associat s, nwe 

are not going to c;i.ve up our life in Poland. ~:e and our 

fat hers have lived in Poland for a thousand years and the e 

is to be no exodus of J vrs from Polan o i1e are goin.: to 

·int ·nor pos'tio 1 
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But what is that position? • :hen you went to war against 

the Nazis in defense of Poland there were 3,300,CXA, which 

were . 1reduced to 75,000o Now, .u-. Chairman, and g ntlenen, 

they have probably become 50,000 or 60,000 because of the 

uninspired venturing to differ from Sir Frederick Lorgan, 

an uninstigated u.ovement of the Jews ho had not been heard 

by t i1e Polish Govei·rment but for one roa.;cn or another the 

Polish gove.·nmcnt finds it impel> sible to protect against the 

surviving remnant of the End ks Th tis the Polish name for 

the anti-Semitic p rty reinvigor·ted from 1825 to 1933. 

In other 1 ord~, t.:ro C. ai an, the Jews ha-g lived in 

Poland for a thou.sand ye rs her a re records of Jm-.1sh 

lif in Germa fran the 7th c ent ury in Cologne.. ~Ve have 

the records of J dsh synagogues, coneregational life, dating 

b ck to 951 In oth r ,-.ords, I:iO e than a t cu.sand years, 

and at the end of that time there are a fe?1 thousand Jews in 

rmany, s e of them insistinth "He are not r:;oine to give 

up our status in Germany. .'Je love Germ . ...ny i'/e arc Gcrn an 

Jewso 11 

But the J ws of Ilumania, of Hungary are sim )ly saying 

and I quote a line, "Goodbye, proud ~ r ld :: I am r.oing ha e." 

And for t he homeless J ws home means Palestine 

'ay I s· y a rnrd about a dis ineui .. h J d h ame you 

know, Baron ~ uric de Hi sch of Fran e, ho in 1890 • nd 

1 91 conceiv d t a o d" p r ~ . I t will· te est he 



• 

• 

• 

28 

English gentlemen to lmow he chose a Jew whoso name was 

Colo ~lbert Goldsmid, father of the first Countess of 

Swaythling. George 1,!;liot used Goldsmid as the person 

around YJhom she painted the portrait of Daniel Deronda., 

• :ell, Baron de Hirsch sent him down there to beg the 

Jews of eastern Europe-it was to end that second tide of 

dispersal fran Russia, and the report has it that Baron de 

Hirsch spent hundreds of millions of francs in the .\rg ntine 

under the lead rship of Col. Albert Goldsmid of the 

English Anny. 

There are today, it mus ad.mi ted, ,30O,Cuu Jews in 

the ~irgentine .. I hope my fi 0 res are c urate. If they are 

not I venture to y Dr. Neumann or another witness will 

correct me. There arc not more than 15,000 to 20,000 Je'Ns 

today on the so.il of the Argentine " They were co onists t o 

begin with, but the Arge • ne has not woo. their devotion to 

the soil, their will to build a lan , which can only be don 

on the soil and tnrouch related industr,: , and they have gone 

into all sort::1 of :industry in the ,·u-gentine so that not more 

than 15, GOO, in other \\Ords , 5 pcrc nt:-- po5si bly 2G, 00C is 

an overstatcment--or the 350,CJOU Jew in the Are;entine are 

today producer o 

I \'O.Sh to add, in explanation of my own position, that 

I under tand that of the Jews of Pol<--nd and the Jev,s of Italy 

and the Jews of Germany not ma rem • n 10 say, 111 fe are 
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going to stay where we a.rec:" 

To show you how completely I sympathize with that 

viewpoint, I happen to be the founder of the ·::orld Jewish 

Congres mich in 1936 was established at Geneva. The aims 

of the r.'orld Jevdsh Coneress were tv10fold, to help in t e 

rebuilding of Zion as the Jewish n tional home, • c the 

Je dsh commonwealth, and second, to safeeuard the riehts or 

Jews he erver threatened, wherever impaired .. So yo see 

e had in mind there , uld alTfays be, ·is we tho ·:ht, millions 

of Je·"Js rasi ent, quite apart frcm England, Can· d , .South 

Africa, and the Uni ... d States of ri a, there would al iay 

be goodly numbers of Je 1s . who 'l uld r main in the LJ.nds 

commonly known as the lands of di per ion and rho love their 

eountry, the lands in which t_hey live, as I, an adopted 

citizen of my country love my country and yield to no one in 

my devotion and the uttennost of my loyalty to my ovm count y, 

vrh • ch s the United .States of America:) 

t: y I for a moment refer to this historia: In 1897, 2 

y ars aft r Dr Herzl wrote the Juden twav; a group of ua 

founded the :c onist Organization of , erica, then kno ·m as 

the Federation of l\m.erican r iop.ists.. It as a day of small 

beginnings Q It 1asn•t easy to move American Je, in that day 

to join us, and there as a rathe s • membership for a 

time. 

The gre' e cam th 914 first h :·:orld ·1'l r, 
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and then, Mr. Chairman, am gentl en, ther came the 

bl sed acce~sion to the le dership of the Zionist mov ment 

great American, a e eat Americans ate and jurist 

and a true friend of man, of all en, irres ct·ve r faith 

and race, the late lamented Justice Louis D. Drandeiso He 

became the leader of the ionist movemen and he remained 

t.·t unt·1 his appointment to the U So Sup eme Court, when 

it b came nece ary fo him to vrl hdraw from active leade 

ship. 

But it is not too much to say I betrayed nos cretn 

H remained it invi ible and • n • 1 leade t mo w turned 

canst· tly for owisel, a pearl 

sage j dginent, r o th ,dsd an 

t him at all tim s f c, hi 

th pur· ty of hi COWlBel, 

and th whole Zionist rnov nt took a reat u ard s ng wit 

the lead rship of ·r. Justic B andeis, .hob ought other 

figures of d stinction such • s Uro Justice F ankfurter, . 

Professor Kallan to his P- nforc m nto 

I think it will interest you to know th t oth before 

and after his election in 1915 Presid nt :iilson, then :,oodrow 

!il on before his election, sai to t'r. Brandeis d to me, 

who • ppene to be hio friend, that he deeply 3ympath ti 

t the Zionist cause As he put it, ands e 0f you g ntle

t d th t , 11I a son of the manse, a 

son of a Pres ~ ri· cl gyman, and therefo e I am ,7ith 

yo c pletel.y and I • p oud to t ,dnk th t I, a on of the 
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, 

manse, may in some degree, however slight, help you to regain 

the Jewish national home and to rebuild Palestine." 

President Wilson, and I say Ur" Balfour also, because 

all of this happened before he became the Earl of Balfour, 

were concerned with Zionism time and againo 

During gr ,. Balfour's brief visit to ,\.rnerica, I think it 

sin 1915 of 1916, and then in England, there began to be 

the consideration of the question whether uch a declaration 

as the Ba.lfour Declaration should not be made. The Balfour 

Declaration was roughly drafted by the advisers of Lr. Balfour, 

including some Oxites and ot ers. I happen to know that it 

·was sent to the United States oecau e it would not have been 

issued, as the President said to m.o, unless J:,:ro Dalfow as 

llinister· for Foreign Affairs of the British government had 

secured the assurance of American sup~>ort therefor. It 1"JOuld 

interest you to know that not the fi.rst, but almost the last 

draft, which deals with the question or yours of yesterday, 

Sir John, used the term "national home for Jews." 

The American Government changed that, subnd tted its 

revision to the British Government, substituted 11natio al 

home for the Jevdsh people" for "national home for Jews," 

something of iThich the British 1-:i..n:iste~r for Foreign Affairs 

took note in a recent conmw • c.ition to a DLember of the 

Rouse of Commons of your party, I thi nko I think there are 

no other mcmbe1·s of t he Ho of Comrr ens . (Laur hte . ) 
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'{es, the President and our Government i;:sisted upon 

that, but 11..uy I mention a collateral circumstance, and 

then I am immediately done. I don t want you to be too opti

• stic., too hopeful. I just need 5 minutes more if, ":r. 

Chairman., you can be patient ·th me that longo 

JUDG8 HUI'CH.E30N: !!ore than patient., siro 

DR .• 'ISE: Thank you 

There was a meeting of the American Jewish Coneress, 

its first me ting, in D c ber 19180 I was in London at the 

time I had the very great J y or watching the firat appear

ance of an ri m Presjd en • Lon on in December 1918, imd 

I remember standine near the st t of George III while 

Presid nt Wilson ~ssed by. (La ter) I felt at the tim 

that Goorge III di dn •t • ke the rec ption President ~:ilson 

had and the enthusi m which s his fran the British people 

w lcoming for the first time an American president. 

Hr .. '.'Jil on had the kindn ss to present me, at the cere

monies as ociat d uith the presentation of the frecdan of 

the city of London to him, to ?.fr Balfour. The follovr.i..ng 

day I as at the British Foreien Office mving tea with 

llr Balfour and I brought him u messu e. 

I said, "i :ro Balfour» people say that you don't read the 

ne sp pers .. If that he true perhaps you ha en•t s en wh~ 

. happ ned • my COWltry r ong the Je h people yesterday." 

He r ..... pli d 11No 1 I di not. .';y re utation is j stified. I 
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do not read the newspapers." Perhaps tl:at was wey he as so 

wise. I said, "I mot you to know, t:ro Secret,ir,:, that 

yesterday there was a ~eeting of the :JUerican Jewish Congress 

and by virtually a unanimous vcte I think there re two 

dissenting votes-this was done: The British Government 

was asked to as ume a pro ectorat over Jewish Palestine .. " 

Uro Balfour had not heard of thato His answer was, 

"Dr. ~'/ise, your people pay us a very GX"eat compllr..ent. 

Very few of them hav lived in England, and yet you do us 

the honor of ask·ng us to ·ssum a protectorate over Jewish 

Palestine," I said, "Yes, • t s that much confi ence in 

Britaino" Not t · ti t h "' remaine unifonn .or the l.a~t 25 

year , but tha 1 e confidenc with which ~e began our 

attitude to ard En.eland. 

1~ . Balfour said, ·•Th· t is a very creat co .1 liment. 11 

i.ay I remind you it was only a f ~ days befo e the a pc· -

ance of General '"'nuts• little pamphlet---a little copy of 

,h.ich h nded to Presi nt Wilson.. n m.:mdates and the man

dated te ritory., vm.i.ch, of coursey is famous to you centle 

men. 

J.,ir., fulfour said this to me--and it i.:.i ln rrw diary and 

I wrot it at the time to 1.:r. J tice Br dis, and f l 
is 

that the -cla tion of .t1 v e 1· 2, 1917 / an orgett· ble 

date in J 'shh. to -"It ans that all Jews o y at 

any time in he f t u .. • h or quir to 11 in Pal ti 
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shall be freo to do so." 

The P sident a few month"' ldter, on }.r. ch .3, I tr,ink it 

was, returned for a brief vi~it to .un rica, • d during hi 

vis"t 1e mt a 1 gation of us, incl ding he Hon. Le is 

•• rshall, chairman of t e same Jewish Coromi ttee, ~d one or 

tv,o men and nzy-self, .:md thePresident u ed thio historic term, 

11In Palestine there shall be laid the foundations f a Jewish 

common 1ealth." 

I speak of that earnestly, ~ro Chairman, and ccntlemen 

of the CoLlIDittee, for am ment 

nor any on 01 us d e· ied , 

the Je ish do .tf er 

ause neither 1.:r Balfour 

o to enudn a r1ino.lty 

I ave been ., • 1 riti 

eve hrough t e c nturle an re have c \"m utt.erly 

and hopeless se y of minorl ty statu0 and 1 st tol erabl 

·, 1 be 1. • nor ty ta in h h stone Je\"ri h hom l· 1 

bound up "th our ~piritual. a cl • emen s, with our mor 

a p· r· tion , and 'Ii.th ~omething more, eentl men. 

I hare seen t. I ruve en in P est .... ne .. I wast r 

for the first t • e in 1913, 1922 the econd ti.me nd n 

1935 1 hope to go again this y a b ca e I think I c· 

st 11 pill ,.ood news t Eneli h centlem , we are eoi g to 

have the next '' ionist Council in Jer s~lem, \·th tl e ap roval 

and benedicti n 01 

P· e·tine s 

s .iajest Gove 

C OUv tr .. msfo 

th· t i V ry S r t r t 

ent, I 01e 

• tion; ro a cl r' -

th mode n 
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as well as ancient miracles. There has been in theBe days the 

miracle of our common victory over the Fascist enemyo The 

trans! ormation or Palestine by my people is such a miracle. 

The physical transfonn.ation, just taking soil and planting 

it, fixi.ne it upon the terraced hills in order that those 

washed away terraced hills might once again be the seat of 

vegetation and of produce and of beauty., Intelloctually.11 

morally, and spiritual¼ there has been nothing less than 

a transformationo 

Eay I say to you, llro Chairman., that transformation 

has hurt none and helped allo It h~s unifotmly ~-ervedo 

~;!hatever our friends may say tdth regard to their reluctance-

I tldnk you used the term, or another member of the Committee

to exchange material benefits for political disadvantage, I 

cite the fact that the number of 600,0CO Arabs in Palestine 

before :vor 1d ·.·:ar I has been doubled since that time due to 

natural increase and emigration of Arabs fran neighboring 

countrieso 

Finally, Mr o Chairman, I make an appeal as a minister 

of relieion to you. I make the appeal not only in the name 

of my people, and 00, to 90 percent of my people in J\merica 

would aay "Amen and Amen" to what I am s.aying to you to~, 

although they mir;ht v ell wish tha.t it were better said, in 

additionJI t:r. Chairman, I hope yo will agree v:ith me, the 

American Christ ian people, as will be borne out by the 

-

, 
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te~timony to be submitted hereafter, the American Chri.LJtian 

people hav cen inc plete ym athy with ~ionist aim!; and 

aspiration , and I venture to add, the &1elish peo le. Poli

ticians statesmen in Encla ct, may at times dissent from the 

viev:s of th English people but I ven ure t ·o say to you 

Lir,, Chairman, if a poll were taken today of the Engll h people 

an o "erwhelming majority vrould say, nyes, the Jewish peopl 

should have Palestine.," 

Th - Enelish people mie;ht well have th right to say, 

r• :·;e hav... freed t e l ab fran the hardship of -the tJ1en Turk 

r le They re s up t y • 1918 serfs under nd 

within the Turkish 

ti ow they ha six fr e-and o not inc ude Eeypt-or 

nearly free t\rab states 1·:e j u~t • sk for th~ t little e-trip of 

lcmd, 10, 000 n · le , on the o tt.r rim of ,i. "'ia j,~nor, s co. 

pared • th the "llion quare mil-s of the : rah im • . r-i 

1:r. Chairman, may I be forgiven if I say to you th· t 

the Christian vorld und I include tmgland within the Christian 

world, I do tho honor of on id rine tone of the gre· t 

Chri tian n·:i. •. io s, for uch • both in ·ts very creut rotes 

tant or Anglican population nd in its Catholic o ulation 

the Chr" stian orld suffer d six nu.lli ns of th pe ple of 

Jesus of Na areth to die, to • e in the est awful ay-the 

only Jes of e s~~rn E ~ pe 

who fle o Russi an ho 

o ·urvived,llt rally, w r those 

ho v din Pale in . Y ill 
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forgive me if I say as I close that the Christian world owes 

the Je,,s some rcpar~tion, I think a great ceasure of repara

tion. 

·:e have blessed the Christian world; we have c;i.ven the 

Christian world its holiest trea ure. The Christian world, 

if Christian it be, and it is represented finely by England 

and ;\.ID.erica, represented by your Comnittee, cannot do less 

than say to the Jewish 1Jeople, "You have labored, you have 

grieved, you hav suffered, you have long been injured 

Palestine shall be your . 11 

:\nd I say to yo , and yo will forgive me if I use a 

Hebrew phrase, which t anslat 

go forth the law or the 1 

i For out of Zion shall 

of t e Lord f om Jerusalem." 

I remind you, sir, that a efore the second temple, tJ1at 

was before the com:inc of Jesus. 

I believe, I have faith in the uncxhausted spiritual 

capacity of y ople. Once again I prophesy out of Zion 

shall go forth a higher law of ju~tice and neiehborliness 

and richteousne sand the 10rd of the Lord shall yot again 

be heard in Jerusalem. 

I thank you, r,:r. Chairman, for your patience. Do you 

·sh to ask me any questi ns or e you stunned? 

JUDGE HUTC '~ON: I do not wish to ask any queutions. 

I have a feeling like Tennyson poke about when he said, 

"Fa.int an a o I r cliff and sc· r, like bel' s from 
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elfland softly pealingo" 

I would rather leave it that way. As far aci I am con

cerned there are no questions. 

1'.R. JlL,1'ICE SINGLE!'ON: Dr. r·,ist~, you mentioned your 

age, 

DR .. ·.·rsE: Yes, on st .. Patrick's Day I shall be 72. 

~i.R. JUsrICE SINGI.ErON: I should like to congratulate 

you on your memory for dates and ~igures above all, and I 

should like to add this: You rnentioned again that t 1 e mom 

you represent in a sense mieht de ire that what you had to 

say shou be bette1 said I do bt ·r they can s·y thato 

DR. "'ISE: 'hank you, s r Thank you, l .r. Chainnan 

rii. HOOD: Dr. Emanuel Ne nnn., 

,iURIC.tN iIONivT EI.. • Gi.!;NCY COUNCIL 

DH. NE~: Gentler11a1, J have been requested by my 
... 

colleagues and organizations I have the honor to represent 

JUDG~ IUJTCH.::;sON: ~:ould you let me ask you a question 

before you begin? Is· there saneone in connect· on with your 

side ke ing up with the regress of the tim so that we may 

know how e are getting alone and when the next people • 11 

DR. NEU ' lliN: We huve a little c ·ttee on arrangern nts 

and c are trying to so dispose th time and the subject 

matt.,er that it i be a minimum of duplication d a maxi 

m of di patchv 
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JUDGE HUTCI 1 'ON: Are you proceeding in accordance 

with it? 

DR. NEUll.lliN: Oh yes. v:e are vaell ahead of our 

schedule. I must apolocize ·n advance, J.~. Chairman for 

1e fact that I will have to take a little time i :r;..:k 

ing this part of our pre ""ntation. I have been ask to 

deal particularly vtlt the political and quasi-leg:ll or 

political situation and the problems a 'sing under the docu-

ments .. 

JUDGE Htn'CH?....>ON: ::'hich is your book? 

DR. N~Ul:i N: The book-> 

tatement filed by tne .\me ic· 

entitle "he, erican Zionist C 

t o First there is h 

st Emergen~y Coun,·1 

n 
0 ut econdly there is 

thi9 vol of documents wh" h e ha e eot en up in a gr at 

hurry, but I hope not to badly~ I ~hall in~ prescn,at on 

deal substantially rd.th the matters contain int ·s pub

lished statement, but I o uld p efe , so far as r eferences 

concern d, to u this volume of documents. 

I would app ciate it imm nsely if those of you wlo 
.. 

are so dispo3ed tould follow me when I cane to this ume 

We had ve y little time to prepa , }' . Chairman. Th 

announc ent at he ings er to be held in this country 

came to us so unexp ctedly. I hu a fair fawilia.rity with 

the su je t matt . The im that ·r.: ~ v· • 1 1 for prepara-

tion w· nev hel s br'ef, hop ... tlr I ,:ill be for-

~ven fo • 
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DR. NEU~ : I wwld like, first of all, before 

appro·ching these documents, to make a brief statement re

garding our general approach to the problem. The desperate 

plight of masses of uprooted Jews and the grave problems 

arisilg from that condition rumi~hed the immediate impulse 

for this inquiry., 

Accordingly, it has been sugeested to us by well

meaning friends that in appr0c1ching the Palestine q e$ ion 

v,e do so on the "humanitarian level " In the context of 

this inquiry that would mean that ,e should uvoid treating., 

or at least str ssing the poli ic 1 ·ssues involved, But 

we who have lived with thi3 p 1 not for months or yeers 

but for decades are deeply c Vil d that we cannot do 

justice to the tormenting ne s of the Jewish people unless 

e deal \·,ith the sub ·ect, not only on its hUIDcinitariun 

side, which is so obvious and reudily understood, but in 

it political and economic aspects as wello 

Under the tenas of re_fereuce of this inquiry, this 

broader nd more busic appro~ch is definitely indicated 

The "political conditions" are given first place in the 

firs par.tieraph, uid c1uite properly so. la>reover, if the 

inquiry is to be .fruitful, the teria "political C?Jlditions" 

must include not only the sociul, economic and adLu.nistra

tive policies p sued in Palestine, b t al o the basic 

political polic· es of vhic 1 they ar t he p ession 



• 2 2 

• 

• 

41 

This c oost itutes cl fundamental diff ere nee of viewpoint 

and approc:1ch between the millions of Zionist cmd the pro 

L..ionist Jev,s \-.hose position I have the honor to represent, 

and the viewpoint of some non Zionist sp:>kesmen. I say 

some, not all; f.or many vmo describe themselves us non

~ionists uctually sh.:.re the Zionist position in its es 

sent ials • But th re are others, both J e i·:s and non- Jew , 

who are sincerely desirous of being helpful to the refueees 

and of promoting Jewish imm~gratioi:i into .Palestine, but d'lose 

app ach is essen ·a11y philant,ro ic .. Thy\ ul d base their 

plea upon hwnani turian ccnsid ut on and fr ·•we tlieir pro 

posals accordingly. 

That is not our ar,:jroach . ,;e appreciate fully the 

value and im .)()rtance of humanitarian aspects, natur" lly . 

• e come not as sup1Jlio.nts for me1 cy but s ekers afte 

justice " ~:e propose not to pleud for fuvor but to cssert 

a rieht. That is the e~sence of our position . .11ll else is 

elaboration an~ document~tion. 

\Je assert for the Jewish people or any ~;..1rt thereo 

the asic right of entry into Palestine and. the right to 

rebuil.d their n· tional existence on their· c st al soilo 

rJe assert a right; but, as we hall s e, it is a right not 

based on nuked force. It is a rig t ground din moral con 

sidercJ.tions of t1Je most com 11 • g natur , rooted in 

hi t o san p d b inc 
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humanity, recognized by the nations of the world. and firmly 

stablished in international law~ 

The question as we see ·t is, therefore, ,.hether the 

established rights o the Jewi3h people with respect to 

.Palestine shall be honored and implemented or ~,hether the 

r pudiation and denial of these rights shall be sanctioned 

and c cntinued .. 

This question, gentlemen, is fundamental. and must be 

squarely met. From the answer must inevitably flou con 

sequences of the most far-re~c in cha_acter in relation 

to the whole ref'ug e :--roblem 

If it is answered in the a r·rmative~ that problem is 

largely soluble . If it is answered in the negative the 

refugee problem remains hopel ssly insoluble ~ 

This conclusion is not a .lllCltter of theory or cooje·

ture<> 

Doctor l.-,ise has reminded you that this is not the first 

· attempt on the part of the British and tt1nerican Governments . 
to deal with the r fugee problem--1.argely a p.robl of 

Jewis refugeeso Th re h~ve been a number of attempts :in 

the form ot committees an commissions, international con

ferences and international agencies- all o t em remarkably 
I 

barren of results. 

To mention only a ew: 

... 
.& t '1 ... e t he .. 

, 
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Roosevelt there \'/US ccnvened in E • an, } .. ranee, D.n Inter 

na ional Conference on R fuee o 'l'he conference was a tragic 
fuilure~ None of the countries represented could see its 

way to rece • ving a substantial immigratio . The canferenc 

eventuated in the establishment of the Intercovcmroont~l 

Committee on Refugees, Vlhich has been in existence these many 
yea.rSo 

Late in 1943, there wash ld the Bcrn:uda Conference on 
H.efugees,, 

.l!arly in 1944, our Gove 

.fugee Board Ylhich \·,as recently 

a cd its own ·,,.:i Re-

edo llll of these and 
other efforts were commend· ble • s pression of interest4 

Nor1 ana then here and there somethir e vrc;.s d ne to 

alleviate sufferine and to find refuge, pe nent o te 

porary, for liud.ted numbe s of refuLees~ But it is no reflec
tion upon those mo participated in these efforts to point 

out that all in all, and viewed in relation to tho staggering 
proportions of the probleill, the·r practical~ h 0 eve ent ,ss 
virtually nilo 

So far ~s J ish efugee ·re concerned, th re· son is 
not far to seek. fJursuaut to in tructions, they u preached 
the problem on the p rely humanitarian level., ,hi,e the 
question of .Pale tine was rieidly exclu ed fr con i era 
t·on a in "poli • cal O and contr ver~ial.' 

bo d pro d n 
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the one country decreed as the Jewish National Home must be 

barr-ed and remain bar do 

'l'he exclusion o! Palestine was the rock on which those 

efi"orts foundered. This \"ias due, o course, not to ignorance 

of geography or e ooomic.s, but the result of political deci

sions previously taken in Londono~ the sole responsi.oo.lity 

of the British Governmento 

Paradoxical as it may sound, it was the vaunted 

"hu.mani.tarian approach" hich avoid d the "controversial" 

issue of Palestine that resulted in th continued d~st:-uction 

of human life .. 

This may help you to under t · nd or reaction to th · s 

much abused phra e, the 11hWIU:inita ian approach." It is an 

expression that is superficially most appealing, but in 

the present context it repr sents a cour e which perienc 

has proved to be pitifully iru1deq~ute and deceptive and 

savoring slightly of pious hypocrisyo 

wle reali.~e thut those who have put .. t~e present poLi.cies 

into effect am are executing them so rigorously have done so 

not out of native inhumanity, but for re~sons of political 

cxpediencyo It is the fore futil to address to them 

humanitarian pre chments which do not touch the political 

proble111s with \lhich, in their official cupucity, they a e 

primarily concerned~ 

ie 1 n ;ti h e 
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with these matters so long and BO int·lli.J.tely, are clear in 

our ovm minds th~t in o W'Orld eoverned b~ power and :x>litics 

there are definite limits to the scope of philanthropy and 

humanitarian effort. 

Cases of individual hardship are susceptible of allevia

tion by philanthropic trec:it. ent, but ·,here the destinies of 

millions of people .... 1 .. e concerned, phjlanthrory proves 

bankrupto 

Out~ide of est~blished quotas, you cannot arrange the 

transport of one t ou and efugees their exit from the 

country of origi or their e ry in another country w th

out running t orce into po ·ti~ ·rricrs, probl s, ·n 

diffi ultie ~ ich can only be r .... ol ved by politica • m 

d"plomatic meanso 

,We h..ive reuched the point novJ, at \ ich the u ,ds ... ion 

of 900-odd refugee to this country- and I 1 m l roud of my 

country, but this is~ fact as u ~p cial e1 rg ncy meu~ur 

a year i.lnd a hill ~o ~,as ail d as a great humanitcri 

act.. Thoy , re not permitted to ttle aey.,herc in th 

United vtates, but rere k pt in a camp at Os o for 18 

month .. Only a fortnieht ago they w re finally p rmitted to 

ap ly for permanent re • d ce. 0 • ego epitomizes the situa 

tion. If 900 refugpe from Nazi ;uro rec..dy n .unericun 

oil co stitut d • pro a hi;.d to b k .. in a det ntion 

cam for a .. r a t n hut ho r ro p ct 



• 

• 

I 

• 

46 

is there for the emigration and resettlement or hundreds or 

thousams in this or any other country half-way acceptable 

to them? 

For years piteous appeals on behalf of groups or re

fugees were launched by numerous organizations. Large-heorted 

i ndividuals made frantic e-fforts to induce this or that 

govenimEllt, this or that country to accept a limited number

in South J\Jllerica, in Central America, in Australia, in the 

frozen north and the blazing tropics . It hardly mattered 

where . Beggars can't be choosers., 

Je ·Jish leaders have gone hat in hund to statesmen and 

politicians. Proud men whose anc stors were kings and 

prophets in Judea went on their knees to petty officials 

"clothed in a little brief authority 11 and appealed for mercy 

for the unfortunates They climbed the backstairs where 

the front door was barred to themu They probed the persoml 

idiosyncrasies and weaknesses of the individuals to wlx>m 

they appealed o Thy reasoned, cajded, and entreated .. 

~uch methods did not bring us very far . The more we 

implored and entreated, the more suspicious the world became 

of such immigrants vhom noboctr wanted 

Doctor ~iise has spoken of Jewish national homelessness .. 

There ~re some Jewish opponents of Zionism who object 

ehemently to this theoreti cal homelessness of the Jewish 

p oop ., submit, g ntl , , i sn 1 t ·Je ~ho , r one rne 
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with theory. It isn't a theory wt a condition which con

fronts us todoy and vdll not be remedied in the t:easur[..ble 

future unless the Jewish people is assured a hoim of their 

own v,hich they Ci.!n enter as or right and not on Sl.i1'france 

Permit me to refer t.o one incident in Yhich it 1as my 

lot to have participated personallyo No doubt, you have all 

heard of the ill-.fatcd Struma and its human cargo of 763 

refugees. 

'l'hey embarked on this unseaworthy boat, c ro\·1ded .f rur or 

five times beyond its cap.;;.city, and in da.mat;ed·conditiono 

They sailed from a RWIU.lnian port to ards Palestine o ,~hat 

other destination ,~u.ld they or could they think of? They 

he1d no papers of any kind, let alone precious immigration 

permi:t,s to Palestine. This was in the spring or 1942. 

The :hip finally anchored in the harbor o! Istanbul, but 

the Turkish authorities would allow no passengers to land 

unless assured in advance that the British authorities would 

permit their eventual entry into .Palestine, a permission 

which was not r orthcoming. The representatives of the 

Je,lish ,igency for falestine set to rk. They initiated 

parallel negotl.4ltions with the Turks in Istanbul and i\llkara 

and with the British authorities in Jerusalem am Londono 

At the same ti.me they cabled us frantic appeals to seccnd 

their efforts at this end. 

Te Colonial ffice would not in rvene; it H-..s a 
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matter for the High Commissioner in Palestine, Sir Harold 

MacMi.chael o Sir Harold v1ould not . intervene; there \'Ja.S a fixed 

policy. True, even within the niggardly quota left open by 

the ~ihite Paper or 1939, there were still at that time tens 

of thousams o.r immigration permits outstanding and unusedo 

But, it W£s.S pointed out, the regulations required .that 

the prospective immi.crci.nt mould app~ for a certificate be

fore his departure from the country of emigrationo ~•hen 

applying, he bad to present his passport, exit pen,dt and 

other papers, all of which had to be in good ordero 

The passengers of the .:>truma had not complied with these 

regulations. They had no papers of any c<:indo They had 

presented themselves to no British coosulo There were no 

diplomatic relations between their countr les and the Allies" 

They were silj1ply fleeing for their lives from the flaming 

hell of Nazi ~urope. The fate which aw,~ited them back"home" 

was· the concentration camp wid gas chamber. But they had 

no visas; hence they were illegal immigr-ants Q Sir Harold 

would have none or them. 

In response to one or the several cables we received, 

l ~rsonally ~.ent to the Turkish Ji.Dlbassador in w~c1shi.ngton., 

explained tr,e circumstances and appealed to him on humani

tarian grounds to communicate at once with his Government 

at dllkara in order to secure i:ermission for the refugees 

to l~ on Turki&b soil temporarily, or at l st to permit 
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their ship to remain in port and becure food .rrau the 

Jewish community o.r Istanbul vllile we continued our efforts 

to i:ersuade ~ir Haroldo 

The JUDbassador r«.s kind and cooperative. He did not 

quite see the point of Zionism, but he did agree that on 

humanitarian grooms such a boatload of refugees ought to be 

saved if possible and promised to help o 

In the meantime, Sir Harold had relented sufficiently 

to consent to the admission of the children on board the 

5tr umao They v,ere to be separated from their ~rents and sent 

on to .Palestine . The rest were to return to &rope or roam 

the seas .. 

They were no concern of his . But while he was maldng 

up his mind and before the intervention of the Turkish 

Ambassador could become effective , the Governnent at Ankara 

had grown impatient or the maey deleye and ordered the Struma 

to leave port .. Its ena:ines, like most of its equipment, were 

in bad condition mid the ship had to be towed out of port 

and on o the open sea. Presently it sank. •lhether it 

struck a mine, qrang a leak, or was torpedoed by liil \Xis \ar

ship remains unlmo1.·m, but 762 out of the 763 refugees on 

board perished-the r.cen and the women, as well as the 

children whom Sir Harold had j st consented to admit to 

Pal tine o 

I have ~1 vou, eentlemen, f actual r ecital of thi.8 
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event which left its YOllld deep upon my spirit. At the time 

I vtis stunned as a wave or horror swept over the Jewish 

world. I may say in this distinguished presence what I have 

not revealed hitherto even to family or friends-that I 

have been haunted ever since by the Struma and my am role 

in that frightful affair o In sleepless nie;hts I reviewed 

those events, searched my own caiduct and at times reproached 

myself bitterq for the ineffectiveness of my' intervention o 

Perhaps if I had reached the Nnbassador a few hours earlier, 

if I h<:1d been mre eloquent and persuasive, perhaps it UJ¥ 

tone had been mre urgent and leas diplomatic, these ~ople 

might have be n saved, at least the children. 

I have i:rqed to be forgiven if one drop of the inno

cent blood of th se sainted dead be upon T113' heado 

This, gentlemen, vas f1J3 experience in dealing with the 

refugee problem on the "humanitarian level." 

Ir aey further conclusive proof were required or the 

failure or that approo.ch, it is the recent request of Presi

dent Truman addressed to the British Government, Prime 

b4.:i.nister Attlee, requestinG the acimission of 100,000 re

fucees in Palestine-a request which was not gr-J.nted. I 

would Mre call your attention to one point in that letter. 

President Truman• s letter ,;as based entire4' upon 

humanitarian grounds. 'l'be letter avoided bctsing the request 

ei t er upon th Balfour claration, the Palestine .Mandate, 
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or aey other legal or political document. It failed, ar¥i 

we now huve this inquiry. 

Permit me to point out that the letter was dated 

August 21, 1945. This is Jawt..ry 8, 1946. Four and al:Bl.f' 

months have passed an:l not a single one of the 100,0ClO ai 

whose behalf .Mr. Trunan appealed has been admitted to 

.Palestine, or to aey other country for that matter. 

The final report or this CODIIlittee is not e>cpected for 

another four m::>nths, unless it should make interim recam

.roondations at once, which I und rsta.hd is possible under the 

tenns of reference. 

It is reaso~ble to ~pec:t that additional time will 

be taken by the tV10 Goveranents to consider the rep:>rt and 

arrive at decisions. Thus the better part of a year will 

huve passed from the time when .Mr. Harrison made his in

vestigation. ~whatever the outcome of this Inquiry, and i;e 

shall all hope for the best, one fact is certain: 

There will be fewer Jews alive in Europe in hpril 

or j\4ay, 1946, th an there were in June or July, 1945 o 

Such, then, h~s been the position of 'great masses o! 

the Jewish people in the i:sst. ~ch is their actual posi

tion today. 

as Doctor ~,eitzm.rui once said, the countries of the 

rld fa.11 into tuo categories: camtries !ran which the 

Je s st o and ountries into which they may not entero 
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Hence the gh~5tly tales of the St. Lo1.tls~ ,he Strumu, i:1zd 

the .Patria and others:, Such is the actual. s,osition of the 

Jewish people. 

But this, gentlemen, is the crux of the issue: .:>uch 

is not their position in law or equity., The &.lf our lleclara

tion, the iAan:iate, and international tr aizs \1ere all de

signed to bring about a fundamental change in the Jewish 

position in the world . They v1ere all designed, nmng other 

things, to provide all Jewe who found themselves in any 

way in conflict with t,hei e 

which they might freely go, 

to re-e .:,.blish their national 

ronment with a home to 

th u national home in which 

• tence Such a home WdS 

legally provided and is ava:tJ.oble to them as of right, even 

though the custoa.ian of the premises chooses to bar their 

entry, gun in hand, 

No one can say how many hundreds of thousands of Jews 

who h'-ve perished since 193 9 would have been all ve today 

if their ~gal right to enter Palestine had been respected. 

But -certain 1 t is th&t large numbers • ho actually escaped 

from the Na~i hell i.,-uuld h-:..ve been ~ble to settle in the 

Ho land and become part of thut virile und flourishing 

conmunity wt for the action of the Mandatory Power<> Gentl 

men, we, the Jens of ,unerica, want no more :3trumas; nor do 

\ 'e riant f ran no...-1 o t o ea h:.:t ir. hand to beg aey country, 

g v.r 1 o 1 i c a h to , t e··1 on 
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suftrance vb en under intema tional law they are entitled 

to cam into .Palestine as or rigb.to 

•~ba.t, then, is the nature of the right or rights upon 

which •_-,e take our position? I huve used the word both 'in 

the singular and the plural but th .t implies no inconsistenc7 o 

Under the documents submitted here, particularly the Man-

date, it is clear that several specific rights have been 

recognized and granted, such as the right to enter Palestine, 

the right to state lands and waste lands, the right to 

colonize, to develop the natural resources, the recogni-

tion of the Jewish Agency r or P.alestine, the recognition or 

Hebrew as an official language, etco 

But all of these and other specific right~ stem from 

one basic right. accorded to the Jewish people: the right 

to national restoration in Palestine. 

Here I would like to make a prAl j mj nary obsenation 

before l go further. I request you gentlemen to please not. 

regard my treat.imnt of thi~ subject as comprehensive or 

exhaustive. You will hear additional witnesses abroad in 

London anci t'alestine. It the representatives of the Jewish 

l\gency should appe .. r, they will be in the best p>sition to 

discuss the queb-tion comprehensively and also much more 

a uthoritativeq as the official body. But e would prefer 

thut before leaving· these shores you h~ve & statement of 

the po"' i.tio t ·ican Zionist:;;, O\' ver i.nud \iuat ly I 
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may present it. 

No~ the first official pronouncement oo thi subject 

by i:Uly goverlllllent in mo~em times :i.s, of courGe, the Balfour 

Declaration of November 2, 1917, which remains the lcey docu

ment arxl cornerstone or the v~rious intemati..,nal covenants 

• u11d instruments bu.sed upon it. It, is therefore i.ell to 

examine that key doc1.JDEnt rather closel3 o 

There h~ve been repeated atte ... pt s from that day to this 

to represent the Bal.tour Declar-ation as being vague ru11?,i.

guous and subject to conflicting ·nterpretations. Subtle 

minds und skillful hands lu.iv lon been at v1ork in a per-

sistent effort to generute alx>ut ·t ci pea-soup fog and to SO\\ 

doubt and confusion regarding its substunce. 

nil of these attempts h'"'ve f~iled o .!Jor-c.1lly and intel

lectually speaking, the Balfour Declar ... tion h~~, if any

thing, gained in strength e1nd. clliri ty as u result of the 

• innumer ... ble analyses to v1hich it has been subjected. There 
'\ 

is hardly u legal mstrtJDent or political document which does 

not in the oourse of time give rise to C00111ent ry and 

exegesi • But I venture to -assert that when all is said 

and done, the underlying purpose of thc1t Declaration and vm.:.i.t 

it ~s intended to signify is exceedingly cl ar, leaving 

little room for doubto 

If~ doubt is en ertained, t can, in almost every 
t , o cd the al· thod , ill 
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ordinary rules of construction: (a) by the internal evi

dence; (b) by the attendant circum~tunces; (c) by the 

explanatory statements of its authors; {d) by its antece

dents" 

Th key ·\lords in this Declaration are these: the 

establisha}nt in Palestine of d n.ttional home tor the Jewish 

people. The only purt, requiring any discussion is the phrase 

"national home" vihich is admi ttedl3" an innovation to inter

national lawo i~hat v,as it intended to convey? 

JU.low me to draw your attention first to the internal 

evidence-not all of it . . The lette 01' Mr. Balfour, then 

Foreign Secretury, in which he conveyed the decision of ·the 

British Cabinet, describes the Declaration as an "expression 

of sympathy with JeVlish Q.onist aspirations." 

w,ho.t ·,,ere these rrJewish Zionist aspirations" on which 

the British Cabinet v1Gs p~cing the seal of official ap

proval? They were ;.Jell kno'f.n. 

The Zionist movement h~u been organized well before 

that. It held its f ir::;t Congress in &sle, S\d.tzerl'1Ild, 

in 1897 under the Presidency of .1.loctor Theodore Herzl, the 

uuthor of "Der Judenstac1t," to mich Doctor ••ise has 

ferred. From the.Lt LLouent until his c.ie~th in 1904, his 

life was dedicated to tt1-t ideal--a political-territorial 

solution of the Jewish roblem. 

'l'he fi t do • t Co ·re s ov r ·,hich Doctor H rzl 
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presided adopted the bJ.sic formuL'.ltion ot "Jevd.ah ~ioniat 

aspir .. itions," kno1·m ever since us the Basle l'rogram. It 

states the aim of lionism to be "the estd.bliahment of a 

publicly secured. legilly assur-cd home for the Jetvish ~ople 

in 1-'aleatine." 'lbis \Tc.ls in l.13<fl o 

Gentlemen, home is a ~ple word, plain and modest, wt 

one of the most meaningful in the 1!.nglish tongue. It is a 

word rich in overtones. "a man's home is his castle," in 

which he enjoy security ~!lld a measure of sovereign immunity 

from interference . 

Under Anglo-Saxon law, a home ma;y not be invuded even 

by officers ot the law except under w-clrrant secured by due 

process o The struggle ro.,. Irish indepen:ience was carried 

on under the slogun of "Home Rule," assert.mg the right 

oi the Irish people to autonomous aove.rnnent in their own 

cou.ntr.y, their "home." 

You will find the same overtones and implicG..tions in 

Justice Brcilldeis' s classic fonnulation o£ Zionist aims to which 

reference ha.s been made, I thinko This formula.tiun ante-

dates the Balfour Declaration. It 11as m&Je by Justice 

Hrandeis in June, f915 in an aadress delivered in New Yorko 

'l'wo years be£ ore the Balfour Declarution, Ur. Brcndeis 

stated the aims of 2.ionism in these ·t«>rds. This is taken 

from a collection of says by Justice Brandeie on Zionism.: 

'io • .s to e tc.1 i h in P le tine for u 
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Jews us choose to go cilld remain there, Uld for their de

scendants, u leg~lly secure hOUle ~vhere they may live together 

and lend a. Je,vish life ;vhere they may expect ultimately 

to corwtitute a majority of the populution end mey look fol'

we1rci to ~.hc:..t we should call home rule." l thlnk th:.it is a 

fairly sutisfcLctory st&tement of Zionist aims prior to tre 

Balfour Declaration. 

I call your attention to the fact, gentlemen, in the 

Basle -Progrum as \'~ll as in Justice Brc4ldeis I formulation, 

you will find the same phrase "in Palestine." The ex.pres-

sion "home tor the Jewish i:eor e 

fore, of Zionist coinageo 

.Palestine 0 was, there-

The Declaration v~s n rephrasing of the Basle Program .. 

It improved upon and invigorated the original t..ionist fomu.la-

tion by adding the word "national" before "home" to make it 

crystal clear thi...t v1hat was intended was not homes for 

Jews, but. a national home for the Jewish peopleo 

You will note further that the Declaration explicitly

provides for ~o.fegu~rding the civil and religious rights 

of the non-Jewish communities in .t'alestine. Obviousq, 

this s done to allay any apprehension lest a large Jewish 

immigration t.nd th creation of a Jewish majority should 

re5ult in the curtailment of the civil md religious rights 

of the native rtrab po,. ul~t iono 

~ • t m u • tend d va , re ati ely small or 
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g,derate immigration of Jews Ylho would rennin a minority 

in a predomirumtly Arc1b country, then the applica .ion of 

th~t safeguarding clause should haYe been reversed. It 

would h~ve been logical to stipul~te thi...t the Je1,·Js settling 

in Palestine should be assured their civil and religious 

rights rather than the large non-Jewish majorityo J\S a 

matter of tact, Gentlemen, historically, certain non-Zionist 

fonnulations which had been submitted to the British Cabinet 

before the Balfour Declaration ~~ issued, did read sub

stantic:,.lly that. They asked fo rea on.able facilities for 

immigration of Jews m Palestine nd for safeguarding their 

religious and civil rights in that country. In the Balfour 

Declaration, t his v;aan t donei but a safeguarding clause was 

applied to the non-Jev.rish communities for the reasons I 

have explained? 

I h .... ve alre&.dy touched on sane of the antecedents of 

the Declare1tion by referring to the Basle Program. But as 

I am sure you ,1ill hear more fully in London, the Balfour 

Declaration was unauthentic expre~sion of Jmglo-Saxon 

thought on the Jewish quet>tion developed over a long period 

of twe n 

In ~land there ,~ s a 1:,ell defined movement ~ng 

leading Christian pokesmen cJlld statesmen, particular],¥ 

durine; 19th ce t.ur.v, in f · vor of th nation~ restora-

l t; 
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wus the wl of Sha!tsbury, a distinguished mo.n of letters, 

stateSOJal'l and social reformer, who flourished in the first 

half of the 19th century and who carried on what am:>unted 

to an unremitting campaign. in favor of the idea. The 

Christian Zionist movement in Englarn is treated at length 

in Sokolow1s Standard History of Zionismo 

I think reference bas been made, or should be made, to 

a t'etition in this country circulated in 1840 by tho ftew .. -:-end 

Bu:i.clcstone, addressed to the President of the United ~tates, 

who .mentioned in this printed statement an American-Zionist 

Committe ., That petition was signed by some of the Dl)St 

distinguished nam3s in i~erica ;-1t the time 

JUDClli HUTCH.EroN: \~bile you are making that search, 

I might say e will continue uutil 12:30. 

DR. NrlJMANN: I hc..ve this que.;ition to p.it to you, if' 

1 might: 

I intend, if you S> desire, to go into the documents 

and mandates LJ.nd discuss the Jrovisionso ~ould you care to 

ru.ve me do tba.t in my initial presentation, or do you pre

fer to discus that matter rather in the form of questions 

that might be put to me? 

JU!Xlli HUTCH~N: \,ell, to the extent that you think 

the documents are not s lf-interpreted and you feel that 

you should int rp t them fo u 

i J I h·v 

of co se you may do 1510. 

died all that am -.ie don •t 
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think questions as to wb&t you think this document meana 

would be ver.y good. I think probabl3 you better just roll.ow 

your own course, bearing in mind thc.t cert.aincy the lalvers 

on this Committee are golng to read those docummts. 

lid . .lilC DON,u.D: I vant to be sure you are not reflect

ing upon the non-lawyer members! 

MR. JlliTICE SINGIErON: Speaking for those-..·, ho come 

from another part of the world, we should like to hear every-

1'1hing 7ou huve to say which bears upon the subject at ull; 

but at the same time, vlher.e documents <.1re concemed, we huve, 

as far as we c.sn:, to put upon those documents the interpre

tation thut we think right. 11.m ot sure, ~s the Chairman 

said just ~ow, thr.t arguments upon those reaJ.4r help very 

much, tut it doesn't mean. believe me, thut we do not desire 

to heur ~ views you \'d.sh to express upon them. Leave it 

on the basis that he or I will address questions upon the 

interpretation or those documents; v,e muy or f1JB3 not agree, . 

but we've got to form our own view a 

TJ <l NEUMANN: I cpite understand that, but I would 

only like to point out that I hope we all realize that the 

entire question, the entire issue, rest ultimate:cy upon the 

interpretation placed upon them. 

wt. JUSTICE SINGLErON: I think so, too. As I said 

earlier the putting together of the documents is of great 

onveni c to us e ry ,. " 
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JUDGE HUTC~N: If you like, as is done in court• 

you may file a brief in \vhich you discuss them, aoo it would 

be more helpful. I have never gotten vezy muc.h out of an 

oral argumento 

D.ti. mlJMANN: I am extremely grateful to you r or the 

suggestion. I m aire we will avail ourselves of filing a 

written brief in the shortest possible time in dealing with 

the documents in some detail. 

JUDGE HUTCH.1!3)N: This has been very helpful, so I 

think will stop at 12:30 am come back at two o'clock, 

when you. will be ready to go alon . Then tcmo.tTOw mming 

ie will finish the oral presen t • n 

D.ti. NEUw..NN: Yes, so far as I am ccmcemed, I hope 

I will be finished before tomorrow momin8. I hope that the 

others can b gotten in tanorrow. I don't know whether it 

can be done in the morning, or whether it has been planned 

to run into the aftemoon, but I am advised we hope to be 

through in the course of the morningc. 

M.R. JU.:>TICE SIN~'TOO: I want you· to understand there 

is not the slightest hurry, so far as we are concemed, be

cause there are plenty of other days before we depart !ran 

this ho:spitable countey,, 

DR .. NEUMANN: ~- e will try to get thrwgh by tomorrow 

morning 

Gentle n, I hu s oken o the intemal evid nc , but 
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actually, it is quite unnecessary to rel.¥ upon internal 

evidence or the historical background when we have before 

us the authenticated statements of the men who were per

sonally responsible for the issuance of the Balfour Declara

tion and were most intimately connected with the formtl.ation 

of this policyo On Pae;e 2, the bottom of Page 2, is the 

phrase "The establishment in 1-'alestine of a national home 

for the Jewish people." ~Je say that .-.us intended and under

stood by all concerned to nsan at the time or the Balf air 

Declaration, l'alestine was e,cpected ultimately to becane a 

Jewish Commonwealth or a Jewish tate i! o~ Jews ca.n:e and 

settled there in sufficient nwmers. 

Thus !'resident ~iilson stated on March 3, 1919, to 

Doctor -tise and his associates "l am persuaded by the Allied 

nations, with the fullest concurrence of our own Government, 

that in l>alestine shall be laid the foundation of a Jewish 

Commonwealth." 

Mr" David IJ.oyd George, at the time the &.lf'oor Declara

tion Y&s issued, quoted with C0Dlplete approval in his testi

mony before the Palestine Royal Commission in 1937, the 

following explanation by Kr. Balfour himself' 1r·1hen proposing 

the Declaration to the Cabinet for adoption: 

-
"as to the msaning or the words •national homo" to 

which the Zionist at uch so .mu.ch importance, I understood 

it o nea some f rm or ritish-1\Dlericnn, or othe ... prot ctor t 
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under which tun facilities v«>ul.d be given to the Jews 

to work out their ov.n salYation and to wild up, by neans 

of education, agriculture, am indllstry, a real center of 

national culture mid focus or national life. st 

It did not mcessarily involve the early establishment. 

of an independent Jewish State, which ,-rc1s a matter of 

grc1dun.l developnent in accordance with ordinary laws am 
political evolutiono 

There could be no doubt as to whclt the C""binet then 

had in their mindB. It Hasn t their idea that a Jevdsh State 

should be set up immediately by the pe~ce treaty. On the 

other hand, it ·w..,.s contemplated t at when the time arrived, 

if the Jews had responded to the opportunity afforded them, 

that ~s the only condition mntioned by Kr. Jl:>yd George-

if the Jews had in the meantime responded to the opportunity 

given to them and had becoms a definite majorit7 of the 

population, then Palestine wcw.d thus becane a Jev,ish Com

m)nweal th., 

The notion that Jewish immigration \-.Ould hci ve to be 

artificially restricted in order to insure that the Jews 

:should be a permanent minority never entered the heads o~ 

l.JV'One engaged in framing the policies set by Mr. Lloyd 

George. That would huve been regarded as an injustice arxi 

~s a fro.ud on the people to 1Jban they were appeul:ing. Thos 

re t on ··.o ntle.men and they are not my ,ordso 
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Mr. V•inston Churchill, lllho was a Member of the Govern-

ment which issued the Declaration, made his views clear 

in an article in the .':iundq Herald, London, February 8, 1920. 

He said "If', as mey \Yell happen, there should be created 

in our own lifetime by the banks of th3 Jordan a Jewish 

State under the protection of our British Crown, vbich might 

comprise three or four millions of Jev..-s, an event will have 

occurred in the history of the world which would fran every 

point of view be beneficial and would be es pec:ially in 

hc.rmony with the truest interests of the British Empire." 

I believe he vas c.a. ~mber of the Cabinet. If not, 

I would be corrected by you, sir-the Cabinet which issued 

the Ueclaration. 

MR. JUSTICE SINGLEroN: You woo 1t be corrected by me; 

~ memry i:sn•t so goocU 

Drt. NEUILt.NN: I anered whether you happened to recall 

that 

llli. JU~TICE SINGIETON: 1917? I think so, yeso 

Dd. NEUMANN: The Palestine Royal Conmission of 1937 

supplies the following additional evidence on the subject 

in its report: 

"General SII11ts, vbo bud been u member o1' the Imperial 

~,ur ~abinet when the Declara.tion w· ... s issued, speaking :iJl 

Johann sburg on the third of November, 1919, foretold an 

increaswg stream of Jewish immigr~tion into Palestine, i.lnd 
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in generations to oome, a &reat Jewish ~tate rising th~re 

once moreo 

I vlOuld at this point like to draw your attention to 

one document which is m JUD.ericun document-not a dpcument 

officililly enficted by Congress, but neve:·thcless of e.xtrar

o rdinucy interest and most helpful in ~bedding light up:>n 

the tmderstanding at the time of the ~euce Conference reg&rd

ing the nature of the Declaration .-..nd the nature oi' the 

undertaking. 

I am re ... erring to Document 26 on .Pltge 4. This W'd.S ta.ken 

from the Outline of the Tentati e rlepo t nnd rlecommeooatiom 

of the Intelli6 ence ~ction of the American Delegation to 

the Pecice Conference o This is quoted in full in David 

Hunter Miller's w::>rk, »y- Diary of the Conference at i'~ris, 

Volwne 4, p.'.;.ge 263 o Here is how this rlJllerican group which 

was preparing the official recommendations for the President 

and the .Mierican plenipotentiaries to the Pe~ce Conference 

dealt with the territorial disposition of Palestine as }:£rt 

of the territorial ~ttlements.:. 

I will only cooment, upon ito 

The most interesting thing ,a.bout this p:1.rticular docu

ment,, from my standpoint, is th_t the term "Jewish national 

home" simply disoppeurs.. It doesn •t occur at all. It 

fl:> eclcs instead or ~ policy b_y which Palesti le ...,uld be 

r c gnized in t • 1 • s a J wi. Stat . -• ~1as th phrase 
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"national home" omitted here? 

I believs simply on the growid thc..t it struck the 

JUnericcms world.ng on these recanmendations as lLD innoYation, 

and they i:reterred to paraphrase the Balfour Declaration 

in their own language, mid this is as they understood it-

eventually the prospect or a Jewish mjority, eventua~ 

a Jewish .:ita te o 

I am citing this simply to indicate how the nature of 

the Balfour Declaration was understood to be at the time 

on this side or the Atlantic as well as on the other side 

of the atlant.ic . 

Lloyd George and Churchill a Balfour spoke ot the 

eventual rise ot a Je 1ish State. The s~e thing is said 

by t'resident 1~ilsoo in America The same thing you will 

:f. nd in these recommenck.tions to the American plenipotentia-

rieso 

I would also like to call your attention to the modifi-

cation given in this .nmerican document for this policy on 

Pa6e 5 . I would draw your attention to the lower half of 

the pageo 

It is right that Palestille should become a Jewish 

State it the Jews be given the full opportunity to .uake it 

such. It was the cradle and home o! their vital race 

which has made a l~ge spirit1:1al contribution to ~d, 

and is the only ni in which they c hope to huve a home 
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of their own, being in this kst respect, unique ruoong 

peoples. I would like to stress the last vrords--the recogni

tion or the fact that the Jewish people aa such-not indivi

duul Jews, but the Jei1ish people as such--we~ recognized to 

be uni<-1ue among peoples of the earth in this respect: 

That they v-ere the only ~ople that h&.d no territorial. 

basis for cohesion and existence and no home of their owno 

I think, gentlemen, that there can be little doubt that 

the purpose of the Balfour Declaration v:as properly expressed 

by these statements that I h~ve citedo 

wlm.t wus taking place ~,as u. territoriul settle.ment-the 

disposition of the tetTitoml problemo One of the areas 

detached from the Ottoman Empire was to be est.:::.blished in 

one form or another, and it \'kl.S the intention or the states

men, arxl they so declared that this territory shall be 

reserved for Jetvish resettlement, -while at the same time 

many provisions were made r or ~rab establishment--the estab

lishment of independent am semi-independent ~rah States. 

I want to confirm vmat Doctor Wise has said, specldng 

as an JWerican, th<:it the Balfour Declaration was from its 

inception and could be so regarded the child of .nnglo-

1tJI1erican st~tesmanship, al.though it v.c:.s, of course, f'ormer:1¥ 

e1 British pronouncemento Great Britain did not vdsh to 

assume the respon • bility of promulgating the De le.ration 

t hout h ure 1c r ,,m ric approval and p. rt, ~hj c 
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JULX:IB HU'l'CllliSON: I think we have rea.ched the point to 

Drl . NEUJlaNN: This is a ccnvenient point, Kr. Chairman, 

at which I will be glad to stopa 

(The meeting recessed at l2 :JO, to reconvene at 2:CO p .m.) 
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AFTERNO s~ ON 

Judge Hutr.he on: Yu may proceed~ 

Mr o Rood~ he tan 

STATEMENT OF DR e EMMANUEL NEUMANN -- Resumed 

Dr, Neumann; I am goin~ to try, gentle en, to cu my 

upplementary statements a short as po s1ble, I r_c~ 1 1 tis 

mo~n1ng there vas a suggest on of the questions to be put and-

Judge Hutche on: Might I ay, in our district ve Vere 

al ays taught that if a lavyer, o· ape enter, 1 1 pre ent 

hi point o t et the er on to hom he s ta k1 g ill say, 

"T ose atte good poi t ,"ad ten, f e vou d rest on hie 

b~ief, t ey ould really read br ef and find out omet 1ng, 

vhereas, if e e en ed 1 po ts b dly, they would ay, 

"Well, I don t like h1 points, a I o 't l'ead h brief o" 

Dr-o Neum~ n: Well, I thank you for that sound ad~iceo 

I am going to eav uch of vhat I might a~e aid to the 

vr tten briefo I ould like only to make one point on the 

ubject hich e d cu ed brief y tis orning, namely, the 

subject of n erpre ation, if I mayv 

l old ik o point o t that, in v1e~ of th Mandt , 

e nterpretation oft e terms of ~he Mandate vs not ntended 

to be 1 ft to 

think, e erge 

e JUdg,ent oft e Mandatory a one . 

ro a r ad1ng of th Mandt 

t 2 J r t o of a ay 

C 0 I t ... 

That, I 

po de, 

ed r 
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There 1s also in article 26 a l egal procedure ror secnring 

a judicial opinion from the tribunal at the Hague in the event 

there is a conflict between tvo member nations of the League or 

Nations regarding the interpretation of the terms of any man

date. 

In addition, there vas also set up by the Council of the 

League a special international body to review the reports of 

the Mandatory and its administration, to subject such reports 

to critical review and analysis, and to report thereon to the 

Counoilo That was the permanent Mandates Commission of the 

League of Nat1onso 

In other words, a great many safeguard vere deliberately 

devised and thrown about the execution of the several trusts 

to insure faithful execution of the trustso 

So I would like very strongly to make the point that the 

interpretatio~ to be placed upon the obligations or the pro

visions of the Mandate could not possibly be regarded as some

thing in the sole discretion of the Mandatoryc 

Judge Hutcheson. The trustee, you mean, was not given 

the authority to construct the terms of the trust instrument, 

but the League of Nations vas to make that construction if 

anything was necessary to give any further directions, like a 

court would in d1raot1ng trustees; is that your idea? 

Dr ~ eumnnn : Mo ~ e. ~. I won't go 1 to de ail, but 
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I vould like to point o t that the I anda , s Comm . s n fre 

quently commented on the opera.tlons, 't.he ac t 1v1.t e, cf the 

Mandatories, including Palest inA, and vh~~ in the 1nstanc 

before us the White Paper, back in •39, which placed a new 

construction, a nev interpretation, on the terms of the Mandate, 

vas submitted by the Mandatory to the Mandat es C0mmission of 

the League of Nations ~ Its opinion ~as sought, and the Mandate 

Commission declined to approve the interpretation vhich was 

then being placed upon the Mandate for the first time o That 
. 

interpretation vas rejected by the Mandates Commission. There 

vas no meeting of the Council of the League thereafter, var 

broke out, so that, as matter stand, the White Paper of 1939 

was issued by the British Government as its own paper on its 

ovn responsibility but vithout ever getting the approval of 

the Mandat es Commission or of the Council of the League of 

Nations _, 

I may add at this point t hat so far as this country is 

concerned, something has been said on that subject authori-

tatively o You knov that there is, in addition to the Mandate, 

a special Britiah-American convention on Palestine, in Yhich 

the Mandate as included, in hich the United States assented 

to the Mandate, and t o the administration of Palestine by 

Great Britain, pursuant to the terms of the Mandate .. There 

e re to poi ts in th t fi r tart cl o the ~onv n i o ~ ne, 

" t t . • A t 
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that its consent vas required ~ The sacond po1 t vas that it 

assented to the administration of Palestine by a Mandatory 

pursuant to the terms of the Mandate Q 

If we will bear that in mind, I would like then to tollow 

it up by saying that in March, 1944, President Roosevelt stated 

that the American Government had never given its approval to 

the White Paper of 1939 0 In other words, reserving vhatever 

right America might have under that Convention, in respect of 

this White Paper promulgated v1th respect to Palestine . 

So that I should say that the matter of interpretation is 

an extremely important one o Almost any obligation can be 

avoided by interpreting the terms of the obligation Q That is 

clear . 

If you wil l permit me, I vould like to return for a moment 

also to this intriguing preposition "in"o It has intrigued 

me very long . "In Pal es t ine o" I must say that for a long 

time this has struck me as an ingenious but very elusive 

subtlety e The distinction between "Palestine as a National 

Home," or "N~tional Ho~e in Palestine ~" And with a great deal 

of mental effort I have as yet been unsuccessful in capturing 

the aura of substance of this distinction and precipitating 

it into something concreteo 

I assume that thos e who speak of the distinction mean to 

suggest t hat t he us e of this expression implies some restric -

t i ve meaning some qua ification o Wel l, I have asked myself 
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hat qualifies 1 ons or• r-e tr1ct1 on~ could be ,pl1~d I th k 

that it could be either one of tvo th ng and no binge, " 

Either a geographical l1m1 ation o-r else a ua.litative limi

tation or qualificationo 

• 

Let's take the first for a moment Could it mean, could 

it imply, a geographical 11m1tat on~ That is to say, shall 

it be read as if the Je ·ish National Home \1as to be established 

in a part of Palestine~ In other vcrds, a if the preposition 

"in" vas equ valent to the expression "somevhere in Palestine," 

or in a portion of the country~ 

that ould be a very strained ad 

I ubmit, gentlemen, thst 

usual use of the ord o 

When e speak ordit1ary langu g , hich is not intended to con

ceal but to express itself, ve 5e that preposition quite 

differently _, 

If, for instance, ve speak of the hope for a democratic 

regime in Spain, dove mean in a corner of Spain, in Barcelona? 

Not at all o If e talk about the Nazi regime in Germany, e 

don•t mean in a corner of Germanyo Not at a11 . It is quite 

clear that Ye mean the country as a vholeo That 1 the ordi

nary use of the term ~ 

, So that the National Home 1n Palestin~ meant in Palestine 

as a holeo There c n be no question bout 1t . As I pointed 

out this mor ing I mean, these e tricky subtleties --

t trick 1d i n p o o c n t . e r ti n "1 '' a.s if 

t b e 1 d hi li ot~ "1 Pa l .s . e " 
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Nov, as I pointed out, 

movement used that phrase~ 

he Basle Program rte Zionist 

certainly ve didn't mean to imply 

qualification. Justice Brandeis uses the same expression, 

"a home for the Jevish people in Palestine." He didn't intend 

to imply a qualification. 

We don't have to rely upon our own interpretation. We 

have an authoritative interpretation of that, or finding on 

that, given by the Royal Commission, the British Royal 

Commission, as you find in the documents, here they said 

that the situs, the site or the Jev1sh National Home, vas 

intended at the time of the Balfou~ Declarat on to include the 

vhole of historic Pale·stine, including Trans-Jordan. So that 

we must accept this conclusion of the Royal Commission, that 

"in Palestine" there could not possibly have been meant a 

territorial, geographical imitation . 

No, if it isn't a geographical limitation, vhat vould it 

be? A qualitative limitation? ell, that ~ould go to the 

substance of the expression "National Home ~" As to that, ve 

have discussed that -- hat vas meant by "National Home." 

We found that this vas regarded as being the embryo of the 

Je ish state hatever the interpretation placed upon the 

term "National Home," it doesn't derive from the preposition 

"in" but rests upon its on bottomr 
' 

I mention this because a who e literature as grovn up, 

t J . P.ti f r, -lo; i r 
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as emp~oyed again and aga n i_ l e cour~e nf .. ~ pro, R of 

vhi tling do m the .or ginal ob) ga.,1on over tl e years ~ 0 l er 

methods vere used ? B t, as ve kno , as a resu t of the h1 C 

Paper, ve have come don to this, ·hat 1ithereas t e international 

obligations, the provis ons of the Mandate, the Anglo-American 

Convention on Palestine, all provided for the faci itation of 

Jevish 11m1grat1on, the White Paper ha virtually brough~ 

immigration to a complete stop; hereas the Mandate required 

the close settlement of Jes on the and, there have been 

enacted in Palestine las, gentlem n -- and do not ish to 

be offensive to anyone, but must characterjze them as they 

are characterized in Palesti e, these las 1 Palestine, the 

land avs, as a vestigia rema1 s of Nuernberg legislation, 

Nuernberg lav 

They are designed, land ordinances, to prohibit Jev ~ 

from acquiring land or hou es or a y interest in land in the 

largest part of the country Q This appl1e to Palestinian 

Jes vhere the r side are citizen " It applies to foreign 

Jews .. The terms of e ordnance re . carefu y dra\m 

The 'ilord "Je "never appears, but that 1 q 1 e im ate al., 

e kno that We go behind, e pie~ce the veil, nd find 

the intention be ind t e vord . 

Mr. Cr 

g 2 0, 

My I ask if th tis the mat er referred o 

n n r r, r ,g la 1on 
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Ml" .,r 1: 1 ~imp y ·a1,t,,,ct t 

Dr Ne mann: Y-e 

I would '6. ike to point out, uoder e ~egis a on P.,lacr.ed 

1n Palestine, if I ere a Je born in Palestine, if I had 

been living there for five generation back, my family, I 

would be barred from t e possibility of p rc.a31ng a plot of 

land, a lot on vh1ch to build a house, in the largest par of 

the countr·y ~ So far as kno,-·, Palestine, the site of the 

Jevish National Home, is the only country in the orld today 

vhere such direct discrimination exists, officially imposed o 

So far 1:L the White Pa er gone o 

And, as for the area: First, as the Royal Commission 

said, t a intended to nol d Trans-Jordan; Palestine and 

Trans-Jordan . Tvo-third or three-quarters of the ar a as 

lopped off o Then came the Royal Commission and proposed a 

partition of e tern Palestine, setting aide one-fifth of 

ve tern Pale tine for a Jevieh state, and the rest of it for 

an Arab state .. 

Pollo 1ng th1 Peal Comm1 sion came the Woodhead Commis

sion, and that commission ant further and proposed a still 

smal . er area u And finally e got this land legislation hich, 

gentlemen , set up a pale of ettlement in Pa estine, a 

GhettoD We are free to acquire land ithout restriction in, 

I should judge, /2 percent or. 2 percent of the total 

or ginal area e v saged or t e Je 1 h Nat onal Home. 
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Well, this is not even partial discharge of obljgations. 

It is a complete repudiation, virtually complete repudiation o 

Well, now, I have discussed the meaning of the declara

tion, the nature of the obligations, and pointed out the 

repudiation~ ·still a question remains, I am sure, hether 

the policy envisaged originally, many year ago, is neces

sarily valid o It is a fair question and one that ought to 

be meto 

A suming the legality, validity, of our position, vhat 

of it moral validity? What of it political validity from 

the point of view of politic , of tate~manship, quite apart 

from the legal position? 

First regarding the moral validity of the policy: In my 

humble judgment, it validity has not decreased but inorea ed 

vith timeo The rea8ons vhich originally mo~ed the povers to 

adopt this policy exist today, but vith va tly increased force u 

The position of the Jewish people whose position the Balfour 

Declaration a to have improved has meantime deteriorated 

appallingly. I neednvt go into that~ 

On the other hand, hat of the po ition of the Arabs? 

After al, as I understand it, it is suggested that they are 

the adver ary in thi ca e, the Arabs and their claims, and 

the claims of their positiono You all know the di positions 

a 1 egar 0 p in at Word War ere not 



g .... 

• 

• 

• 
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~1der d and a balance of ~qu1t ~ , 

Not only ere Arab c a1m and nPed~ ~AkAn 1 

against Je 1sh needs and Je •ish cla1m3, out the rabs t hem-

selves v re consul ed And, a you no, tl e official 

accredited representat ves of the Arabs At t e Peac Confer ce 

agreed to he Palestin settlement on the understanding that 

their claims ere going to be recognized , 

As you kno, it has been suggested and it has been said 

that the repre entatives of the Arab had 1thdra n t e1r 

approval of the Palestine ettlement bees se they did not get 

their a p1ra ion fully sat s ied·, particularly in respect 

to Syria and Lebanono They re outraged by the fact that 

Syria and Lebanon ere placed under the French Mandate, and 

beginning v1th the San Remo Conference the Arabs no longer 

ent along ~ In the meantime things have happened . Not only 

the states originally created for he Arabs, Saudi Arabia, 

Iraq -- Iraq having been meanwhile emancipated of it mandate, 

1n 1932, and made independent -- but quite recently, for all 

practical purpose, the mandates for Syria and Lebanon ere 

also terminated, ad their independence recognized So that, 

as of today, the Arabs have received satisfaction of all of 

the claim or or the ettlement promised to them 1n connec

tion 1th the Pace Conferenc after Wold ar I o 
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Jevs and the Arabso The Arabs are among the ealthiest people 

in the vorld in respect of land . In Southve tern Asia there 

are some perhaps fifteen million Arabs occupying a territory 

of more than a million square miles. Making allowances for 

vast deserts, and everything else, there is room, and room to 

spare, va t areas to roam in a· 

Why, gentlemen, only yesterday I as struck by an item 

in the Ne York Time h1ch interested me greatly. It is 

entitled "Economic Revival Planned in Syr1ao" It has to do 

vith plans for irrigation and the like, very much like the 

plans projected for Pale tine, the Jordan Valley Authority, 

in which am very deeply inter sted 

What 9truck me here is this~ The Arabs or Syria and 

Lebanon are anxio s to undertake large~scale development 

1,000,000 acre . Nov, this is what they pointed out: 

"Syria ha a population of only 3,000,000, but 

she once supported 20,000,000. The De1r-ez-Zor district 

along the upper ·Euphrat in northern Syria va the 

great granary of the Roman Empire, inhabited by 

15,000,000 per ons ~ 

"Population Insufficient 

"Fertile topsoil 111 cover the area, but its 

ancient irrigation syst m ha been destroyed and the 

pr e pu t o r 0, 00 11 uffic1 nt to 
,, 
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I imagine Ur- Louderm11k may b~ Pble ~ 

use in al of the ~ount le 0f the ear Eat 

fy o n .... TH 

There is an actual shortBge of populat on n t e Arah1n 

states .. Vat territories where there 1 no population 

I vould like 1n tis connection to quote you another 1tem~ 

When I tegtified before the Congres some time ago ve spoke 0f 

Iraq ad the size of the territory ag being much larger than 

Eng and and Wales put toget er, and I quoted -- if I haven't 

it here, I 1_1 sub it it to you 1n vrit1ng -- a representati e 

of Iraq ho as peaking before the Royal Geographical Society, 

I think, in England, and said tat Iraq needed populatiou~ I 

think I have it here c Tis 1s the pamphlet, "Zion! of the 

Arab World," hich is ubatan ally hat I submitted to the 

Committee on Foreign Affair in 19440 It has a map of the 

Arab countrie and a h ded portion sho ing the area of 

Palestine -- 10,000 square miles out of 200,000 square miles. 

No, 1n a paper pre ented to the Royal Asia Society in 

England in 1926 - -

Dr o Aydelotte ~ What page? 

Dr .. Neumann: You have thi pamphlet~ 

Dr e, Aydelotte: Yea " 

Dro Neumann: Page 8 . 

Dr o Aydelotte: I didn vt mean to interfere vith your 

read1ng o 

D 0 umann : 11 you pe mi me 0 uote my f for 
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few lines, or vould that be in bad taste? 

Speaking of the area vh1ch the Arabs have, I $ay: 

"Their present dfJmain is not only vast but greatly 

underpopulated The combined populations do not exceed 

some 15,000,000~ All of them could be comfor ably 

accommodated in Iraq alone if it vere fully developed o" 

That should not be understood that the Arab~ of all Arabia 

should live in Iraqo I am only saying that . there i s great 

deal of room thereo Actually the sparsene of population in 

the Arab countries is one of their greate t problems, their 

greate t veakne ,and the greatest ource of danger to their 

future security n The Arabs ha not too little but too m ch 

land, and ack means and man over to develop and defend hat 

they hsve o 

In a paper pre en ed to the Royal Asia Society in England 

in 1926 it is stated. 

"The size of the country is 150,000 square miles, 

about three times that of England and Wales, bile the 

popu ation is only 3,000,000 ., " 

That as in 19260 

"What Iraq ants above everything else is more 

population 

"A similar situation obtain in Syria, vhere only 

J - 1:xt of t i v ab an 1 being cult v ted . 

, , 
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out and st.rJke at 1n ernational comn1itmen vith a -.1ev 

to 1ts annexation and 1 1ntere tin the Arab doma1 

not only a breach of 1nternatiolal lav but a case of 

incipient imperialism," 

As I have ahovn, therefore, morally speaking, the need 

for the Jevs has grown far greater than ever, vhile the posi

tion of the Arabs has not deteriorated but improvedn Not 

only have all the Arab countries been recognized as independent 

states, but a great atep has been taken in the direction of 

ultimate unification of the Arab countries, vhich is one of 

their national a piration -- t e Pan-Arab League 

That is the situation from the point of viev of the moral 

validity, I think the real cor of the matter is the final con

sideration, and that is the political validity of the policy 

today from the point of viev of ~orld statesmanship and of 

democratic statesmanship in particularo As to that I vould 

like to make just a fev observationso 

In the final analysis, this question of the practical 

political validity of a policy comes don to this, the imple

mentation of many a policy 1 fraught vith exertions and 

diff1cultieso That is not the case vith respect to Palestine 

aloneo We have plenty of headaches in other parts of the 

vorld o We have them in Europe" We have them in Asia o We 

have them all overo The question re olves 1t~elf to this: 

Is it orth hie in par 1cu ar in anc o undertake t e 
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exertions, to make those effor ~, to face he d f c lt1e, 

in order to achieve certain results? Do the re u ts ju 4fy 

the effort? Does it pay? 

Well, let's look at it for a moment, look at t s que tion 

for a moment from the point of vie of all concerned o I 11 

omit the Jevs; from their vie point it certa n y does pay 

The Je 1sh people could hardly pay too high a price in effort, 

in exertions, in sacrifices, in labor, in order to ach eve 

thi end, a home, security. So e neednVt talk of thato 

But from the point of viev of the vorld, from the point cf 

vie of the democratic vorldo 

Gentlemen, there are tvo ga sin the implementation of 

the Zionist policy in Palestine from the point of _v1ev of the 

democracies, a negative gain and a po itive g 1no The nega-

tive gain is a solution, in very large measure, of this 

terrible problem which confronts the democratic vorld, which 

has confronted it for years; not merely the problem of feeding, 

clothing, transporting r fugees, but, gentlemen, the political 

problems hich have be n created by that situation. The 

frictions, the irritations, the international tension, the 

existence of anti~Semltism, the persecution of the Jevs, have 

not reacted only upon the Jevs, they have been a most fruitful 

ource of internationa. and na 1ona ten ions in the various 

co n • i Ant - ~ Pm i a en em oye fo tle promo io 
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the future vhenever a nev Hitler should attempt to try out 

his vingso 

Tberefor~ it is of the utmost concern to the civilized 

' world that this problem be solved, that it be removed from 

the agenda. That is a negative gain ~ But that isn't all . 

There is certainly a po 1tive gain in the establishment in 

Palestine, on the Eastern Mediterranean, progressive democratic 

commonwealths, on the periphery of Europe o I need hardly 

point out, gentlemen, vhat as t e situation during this last 

var o I should imagine it is knovn o The whole of the Near 

East vas a quagmire of intrigue, disaffection, ·and treacheryo 

In Iraq there as revoltp the stab in the back As a 

matter of fact, a vave of pro-Nazi and pro-Fascist sentiment 

svept over the Near East, particularly among the ruling classes o 

In Egypt, Prime Minister Pasha had to be removed from office 

and held in confinement o It so happened that when the English 

got to Tobruk they discovered that some of their plans, so I 

have been told, had fallen into the hands of the enemyo The 

Chief of Staff of the Egyptian Army as arrested as he vas 

about to board a plane for a rendezvous 1th the enemy .. Such 

as the situation in that vhole area at that highly critical 

moment, critical not merely to Great Britain, critical to the 

vorld, critical to the democracies . 

Thar a only o e po, there a comm ity that provided 

,,, p !.l io a Hom 
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Gr~at Brita n --· igy 

Iraq, Saud Arab:fa had 10 e 

of them lifted a finger ~ 

Egypt a invaded ~ 

,-

, 

rms _ a 1 P. '1 R • a . ,1, cJ 1 1 

i ot one d c ... ared .q 

ar asni dec l ared ev~n a ter 

The only .country from vhich ca.econ .ingeuts f o un

teers ho fought in this var by the tl ousands vas Pa!e tine 

And I am ure there are many in England, as ttere are in 

this country, ho appreciate the point that if, for examp e, 

the Ba four Declaration had been carried out, the policy had 

been pur ued more vigorously, d if at the outbreak of e 

lat art ere had been, not f ve or six hundre thousand 

Jes, but a million ad ha fort o mi lion Jes there, 

ho muc stronger ould have been the position in the Near 

East as an outpo t of democracy o 

Certainly I think there is va 1dity for thi point of 

vie, for thi positio, fro t e British po nt of vie ~ 

I ou d like at th1 point to state tha time and a~ain 

tle ugge tio arose that the ultimate destiny of Paleatine, 

if and en 1 a constitute as an independent, self-

governing state, a that t be, ta it maintain 1 s co -

nee ion 1th the Brit! h Com onwealth of ations in ome 

form . 

t t 

I England, one of tle ta nchest pro-Z onists, 

e ge 

f 

, d a l f 1 me 

co 

e 
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dominiono I think he founded the Seventh Dominion League ~ 

He vrote a book on the subject . The question is openo The 

establishment, the carrying out of this policy, does not 

necessarily imply an ultimate break or severance of connec

tions bet een Palestine and the British Common ealth of 

Nations,, 

I would like to touch upon this question even from the 

Arab point of viev~ Nov, I have lived in Palestine, gentle-

n1ent, for about eight years o I think I am somewhat familiar 

vith the situation, at least as it vas in those years, and 

I came back only at the outbreak of war When we speak of 

the Arabs there, it is most import nt to make a careful dis

tinction bet een those ho,speak for the Arabs and the masses, 

the Arab mases .. It is not to be assumed that the political 

interests and the political ambition of ruling Arab groups 

are necessarily identical 1th the interests of the Arab 

masseso In my opinion they are largely incompatibleo If 

I had t e time I could develop the point 

In any case, vhat the Arab vorld needs is not merely the 

satisfaction of external political ambitions and formso 
I 

What it needs is a vast amelioration of the condition of the 

Arab masses, who, forte most part, are overwhelmingly 

illiterate, very poor, downtrodden, exploited o Many people 

believe that the creation of a mo ern and progressive society 

1 P l s n 0 AV A "' V 1mula in~ and vitalizing 
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P.ffe~, a al ~v a 1tg effP.~ r r o gt o . t 

large extent t~a 1 .rue a 1 ready t day 

The Arabs are a gifted peopl 1n rnany sys 

endo ed it a quick in el igence _here a ag, a lag of 

cent rtes, hie 111 ake tiine to make p, b .t it 111 be 

made up, I think, int e cour e of a fev generations To 

facilitate, o accelerate ~his proces of closing u he gap, 

the cultural lag, the difference 1n level oe veen t e 

European or American level, 1 t s ay, ad the riental 

level o the economy, of s c1al de~elopment and he 1 ke, 

to do that is, in my judgme t, co ferring the greate t pos

sible benefit upon the vhole area r. 

I as very m ch interested to ee his item n the Time, 

to hich I referred, these great plans for irrigatio ~ I 

ould like to cone ude on this note - You are going to hear, 

I understand, fro t e engineers vho have been orking on 

irrigation and pover scheme for Palest1n o I noticed Dr 

Loudermilk in the room this morn1ng D I have been interested 

in th1 m tter ever since he called my aJten'ion tote possi

biliti s, and for the ast thee years e ha e had Amerio n 

engineer at ork both here and there, trying to discover 

at are the pot tial , hat can be done to 1ncreas th~ 

agri_cul tura 1 nd indus r al po ibil ie • of Pale tine for 

t e b fi o 1 la 
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but that, naturally~ In the process, the course of their 

vork, they inevitab~y came across other possibilities in adja

cent countries hich interested them professionally as engi

neers, possibilities in Syria, possibilities in Iraq, and in 

the course of this period from time to time there has been 

reference in the public pres to thee development schemes o 

Dr. Loudermilk's book as been videly read and commented upono 

Preliminary reports of engineers have appeared . I do not 

dou t that that vork has already bad a beneficial and timu

lat1ng effect upon neighboring Arab countries who are anxiou 

to follo out every sit and to do vhat can be done fo~ the 

improvement and development of their lands~ 

It is, gent emen, on ti plane, on the plane of a wide 

spread effort for rai ing the general level throughout the 

Near East, on t his plane of considering the interest of the 

masses rather than the interest and ambitions of the ruling 

groups, it is on this plane of promoting the development of 

a modern progres ive society hich could fins ly take its 

place, eventually it rightful place, in civilization, it is 

on this plane that ultimately the problem may be solvedo 

I think that our ~best effort should be directed hence

forth all over to promote th solution of the problemso 

Personally I believe in the poss1b111tyo I believe that 

Jes and Arabs can and 111 live amicably together in 

Pa t i ne So fr a the Zionis t organizat1o 1 concer d, 
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t has repeated y gone on re~ord and have pronouncemen have 

indicated it des ra to promote sue a development in Pale t1ne, 

socially, political, as vill assure to each of the people 

living there the fullest measure of cultural, linguistic, 

religious autonomy, and the fullest opportunity for deve op 

ment along their ovn lines ~ 

That is the spirit in vhich e approach the problem o 

In that spirit ve believe it is pos ible of solution & 

1 mu t thank you for your very great ind gence and for 

the great patience it 

lengthy remark 

hich you have listened to my too 

Judge Hutcheson: I th r ~ rick has one question o 

Mr o Crick: This one questfon, Dr o Neumann, relates not 

to the past but to the future o 1 am quite sure the committee 

is most anxious to get the mind of your organization a to 

the future ~ 

No, it 1s clearly and unmistakably laid don that the 
. 

Zionists' case envisages the establishment of an autonomous, 

self-governing government in Palestineo I find on page 5 

of the small blue document from the American - Je 1 h Conference 

a eries of hat are called e sential p erequis e for the 

attainmen of this ob ective o 

I a sume from that that e may regard that objective a 

i , 0 0 uh i rml ~ e final 

, 
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Nov, vhat I ould like to knov is, vhat kind of interim 

arrangement do you suggest for the government or Palestine and 

for vhat period do you ~hink that interim arrangement vould 

have to be carried on? 

Dr. Neumann: May I say, in the fir~t place, sir, that 

the authoritative reply to that question should oome, and I 

am sure vill come in due course, and I think it i a very 

neces ary and pertinent question, I think the authoritative 
, 

reply v111 have to come from the Jewish Agency. What I may 

say meanwhile on this ·subject vill be per onal pure y. 

Mro Crick: Perona as distinguished from the Zionist 

organization? 

Dr. Neumann: Yes. r · ou d like to make some personal 

observations 1th regard to that. 

Mro Crick: Yes o 

Dr. Neumann~ I think you are quite right in saying that 

the Zionist organization has not been pressing for the imme

diate establishment today of this commonwealth or declaring 

a Je 1sh government todayo I think it is true that it 

envisages some arrangement h1ch vill create the neces ary 

conditions . But hat I think it also feel is that merely 

going ahead as ve have in the past, this ambling pace, will 

endanger the hoe policy, that something ne is required, 

that ome nev arrangem t ould be ce s ry in order to 

l!I 
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people, of Jevs, from E ~~pe o Pa es 1ne, in ,ne sh rte c 

pos 1ble time, and al .. o'th r arrange ents requ1:re , aconom,c 

arrangements, and the re t . 

Therefore, some special provision ould have to be made 

nov 1th a viev to the rapid achievement of the objectivee 

I don•t kno vhether I have ans ered you to your atis. 

faction, sir (' 

Mr o Crick: Not quite Q I would like to go a little bit 

further ,, 

Do you envisage some arrangement under the United Nations 

Organization, or jut hat ave you in mind1 

Dr e Neumann: As I under tand, it is assumed generally, 

although I am not ece arily in the knov, that the pre ent 

Mandate, it 111 be sought to convert the present Mandate 

into a United Nations tru teeship in some form under the 

nev Trustee hip Counc1l c-

Personally I don~t think th s problem ought to sit o~ 

can vait even this long c It 111 at bet take time before 

the United Nations O~ganization really functions o We don 9 t 

knov hat hape the Council ill take . Further time 111 be 

required to negotiate agreement in accordance 1th the terms 

of the charter, agreements in which the Mandatory vill agree 

to turn over it Manda e to the Tru te hip Council, and o 

f o t h~ 
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Personally I vould envisage, even while this inquiry continues, 

if ve really vant action, I would envisage omething quite 

different, and there 1s a precedent for that n I vould envisage 

immediate action for beginning the large-scale transfer of Jes 

from Europe to Palestine~ There ha been a great precedent 

for this, 1th hioh you are probably familiar . That is the 

resettlement of the Greeks from Anatolia to the Greek homeland 

in 1924-1925 under the upervision of the League ~ A millio 

and a half Greeks ere transferred under international super

vision in the space of 18 month~· It a done under the 

auspices of an international commission headed by an American, 

Mr o Henry Morg nthau, Sr. The operation vas eminently 

aucce aful. A million and a half Greeks ere re ettled in 

Greece from Asia Minor, and thereby a fruitful source of 

international strife vas removed. 

I ould envisage the establishment of an international 

oommiesion for facilitating the transfer of Jevs to Palestine, 

1th all that 1 involved in that, but I should think that if 

it is to be successful it ould be necessary, it vould be 

essential, that on such a commission the Jewish Agency ror 

Palestine should have a repre entation commen urate 1th the 

over helming stake which the Jevish people would have in that 

operation and 1th the heavy re pons1b111t1es that they 

vould have t o OU der o 

t l 

I th nk that sue an international 



• 

• 

• 

b r-kL g f C: , nl t:: 1 A 1 i"' ( ) .::g , 

a .:rat1o l.!'l . t e ~hort h1 n. 

M Crick : 'Would you en~isage l:!. hat: 8~ cc,m ng under 

the term or the Mandate or requlr..a.ng any obl gatl nor modl

f1cat1on of the Mandate . 

Dro Neumann: In my opinion -- and I donat ant no, to 

pose a the ultimate authority on the legal a pecta of the 

Mandate -- but I should say that jt ould be en !rely con

istent ith the terma of the Mandate to do that ~ lt o~ld 

re uire nor al change ~ 

In other ord, th1 de 

ould, of cour e, be carried 

ta I have just advanced 

trough clo est cooperation 

vi th the Mandatory Po er and the Oovernmen t of Pale tine a-id 

the Je is Agency and the Unilied S ate if 1 is illing r,o 

do more tan inquire, but to h P o 

Mr o Crick: Thank yo ... 

Judge H tcbe on: Al tho gh e could perhap ge . ome 

in ere ing ideas on subjects on vh·ich you say you do not 

speak aut ori atively, I think e hRd pr9bably be ter go on 

' to the ubject - ma ter her you peak 1th some author! Y~ 

Un e ome other member of ·the comm! tee 1 he to ask a 

qu tion, that 111 be all~ 

Did you want to aka que 1o 

rr o : 1 to e & 

u , h r 
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me, in asking •it, too eensitiveo 

T~is morning I gathered that you said that six m1111on 

Jevs had lost their lives, had been murdered, th~t if Palestine 

had been open, many thousands vould be alive <• I vonder if 

you would care to modify that in the light of certain circum

stances that obtained during a con iderable part or that time, 

tho circumstances being that France vas out, Germany had not 

yet declared var on Russia, Germany had not yet declared var 

on the United State, Britain as tanding alone against the 

full force of Germany and Italy c The German and Italian 

armies ere almost on the frontiers of Egypt, and, a you 

said this afternoon hen dealing 1th another phase, the hole 

Near East vas a quagmire of treachery . 

May I remind you of the statement at that time of Dr 

Goebbels, ho aid, "The Briti hare beaten but they haven't 

sense enough to understand it . " That va the opinion not 

only of Dro Goebbel but of most thinking people outside of 

Britain ~ 

Well, no, does it occur to you that perhaps you might 

modify the tatement you made a little, because there vae a 

real danger at that time that if any difficulty had taken 

place vitb the Arabs, and Great Britain had been standing 

alone against the hole lot, that the ultimate result vould 

probably have b en that Britain ou d have lost the ar, and 

he final fa of th • Je 1 h popu a on vould hav been ev n 
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Dr Neumann. I fully apprecJa e tr~+ u1 1 • 1 e .. and 

l think it sho~ld be gl~en due •eight 1n any fina ap ai~~, 

certainly, sir o 

I ould say this, that by the time the pincer movement 

vas on against the Near East through the Russian Ca casus 

and the Mediterranean, by that time both Ru ~1a and I th nk 

the United State -- or at least the United Sta es a~ Jn 1 .~ 

vay 1n .. 

I still doubt, of course, that, as a matter of po11ttc 1 

judgment, whether he influx of Jes into Pale tine a, that 

t me ould ha ere ulted in e conditions in the Arab orld 

than e already had They couldn• t have been much vorse 

than they ere ~ The objective fac certainly remains that 

if t e doors of Pale tine had been open, objectively peaking, 

Jes vho are no dead ould be alive .. 

Judge H tche on: I think you are on a good basis 

jectively and subjectively o You are Q ite satisfied and 

he is sat1sf1ed 4 
• 

Dr . Neumann ; I appreciate the point you have ra1s d, 

sir, about the difficulties Great Britai facedo 

Lord Morrison : I was going to ask you o appreciate 

that som of u are ens1t1ve on thi point after hat 

ha e er1 c 

D 
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o UL .... y - - and tb e e . .l~an any o be:r A r ~ n 

I think even more o -~ a ec a~ v~ry de ly, very k n y, 

the position that Engla.d occupied for a year or 

alone . 

C, and1ng 

I ould like to add, if I may, to me personally 1t 1s 

a very painful exper1e ce to find our elve a a Jev1sh com

ruun1ty in controversy and in conflict, as it ere, vith 

Britain, over all counvrie of the vorld. Britain has been 

the one country that as first to recognize t e aspirations 

of the Jes and vas one of the first to provide an e anc1pa

t1on of the Je , and its vhole c1vll1zat1on and culture are 

charged and freighted wit B lical and Hebraic valueso It 

1s the last nation 1n the vor d 1th vhich ve vould like to 

have any difficulties 

this is ho I feelc 

I hope you 111 belie e me, ir, that 

Lord Morrison: C rtainly~ 

Dr Neumann: evert ele s, lam under the nece sity of 

defending and ad ocat1ng t e po ition or the Je 1sh peopleu 

Lord Morr! on: Yes u May I ask you the further ues-

t1on, and hich has been slightly indicated by my colleague, 

Mr Crick: I take it hat you have read the advance copy of 

Mr ,, Nathan's book? 

Dro Neumann~ Not a 1 of it. ! haven't had timeo 

Lord r 1 on: I fild o pa age in his book hich I 

0 ld t AR.d 0 VO at hi t.me He says. 
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"If judgment 1s tr, be give 1n favor f facjlitie~ 

for Jevs to establieh a Palestinian commonwealth with a 

Jevish majority, the judgment must be given against the 

clearly expressed desires of the Arab world ., " 

At page 77 he says: 

"No responsible government can undertake to 

carry out in Palestine a program substantially different 

from that of Arab nationalism without preparing for the 

repression that such a program vill necessarily entail ~" 

What I vas going to ask vas as to whether any repres~n-

tat1ve of your organization is prepared to give us any 

evidence, to submit any stat e ent or give any indication, of 

their vievs, apart from the per onal expressions you have 

given in reply to Mr Q Crick, whether there is any materiel 

that might be made available to this committee on that par

ticular point o 

In other words, if Mr o Nathan is right, that there may 

be some difficulty in carrying it out from the point of vie 
• 

of the Arabs, vho is going to undertake the repression? 

If you could give us some information along that line, 

I think it woul d be appreciated o Perhaps the ansver vould be 

the ansver that you have just given to Mr o Crick, that you 

• thought probably the Je ish Agency might supply that ~ I 

o d like to kno heth r any 1 form tio nth t poi nt 
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Dr. Neuma " VOU d ike .. o p ak he po n ·. C .., 

Mr , a -han uses "he Vt.rd "repression J" f course t era 

is no government in the orld anyvhere that is not prepared 

and t at is not obliged to be prepared at all times to majn. 

tain lav and order and to repress violence, unla ful violence~ 

At the present instant, the Mandatory Government fipds it 

necessary to repress Jevs and Pa est1new You are a are of 

that c 

Lord orr1son: Yes~ 

Dr ? ?le mann: That is invo ved int e exercise of 

admi !strati e authori y and ontrol o 

of the picture .. 

That s the other ide 

No, I should ay, ordinari y peaking, tat a long as 

there 1 a Mandatory, it is the ob_igation of the Mandatory 

to ma nta n lav and order, pro·.rided that 1 t does so in the 

intere t of a proper and la ful policy Tben it h s full 

mora and lega ju t1ficat1onQ If ad hen the Mandatory 

s ould be ucceed d by another adm nistration, it vo ld be the 

duty of that admin1 tration, obvious ,y v enera ly It 1nk 

that hat concerns adm1 i trators o er there is not so muo 

the question of repres ion in Palestine There a11e been 

instances of riots and vio ence m ny times t ere ~ But I think 

what they have 1n mind can be expressed in one ord -- reper-

cu p 0 1 A b or d . R p rcus 1 n 

r a g le 
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danger or Moslem uprisings ~ 

It has been pointed out to us that there are hundreds of 

millions of Moslems and they extend from Casablanca across 

North Africa through India to Indonesian That is true o The 

Christian world is equally extensive and more numerous . Yet 

no one would say that the Christian vorld is a unit ~ I think 

ve all knov better o Neither is the Moslem vorld ~ 

agree, I think, upon geography and mathematics e 

We can all 

The distance 

from the Mediterranean to Indonesia is precisely the same 

mathematically as the dis t ance from Indonesia to the Medi-

terranean o There is conflict in Indonesia today ~ There is 

armed oonflict in Java o . Forty millions of its population are 

' Moslems o What repercussions has it aroused in the Near East? 

What difficulties has it evoked in the Near East? So far as 

I kno at the moment, none whatsoever ~ 

dangers are exceedingly exaggerated n 

I think that these 

I understand that to carry out any policy in a compli

cated situation vould require firmness and the resources 

with vhioh to carry it outo You have 1t in Germany, in 

Japan, in the Balkans, in Indonesia o 

you turn o 

You have it vherever 

Judge Hutcheson : May I sum the discussion up in this 

way : You say that ve have no government v1thout force, no 

f orce vi thout t he duty to use i t , to support vhat seem to be 

prone~ 20v rnment 
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Drr Neumann. To maintain la and order . 

Judge Hutcheson: It 1s the bua1nes of those in charge 

to figu~e out ~he proper measures, and their busine to 

enforce them . Some figure it vill cause more troubler Some 

tb1nk it- vill oauee le 1~ 1 believe that 11 vhere 1t tand ~ 

1 there anyt 1ng more 

Major Mann1ngham-Buller : May I aak a question? 

Judge Hutche on: Yes, go ahead ~ 

Major Manningham--Buller: Dr., Neumann, I am interested 

in t you have said v1th regard to the Arabs, that you 

believe the Jes and Arabs ca and 111 live am1cab yin 

Palestine o Do you regard it vital to the prosperity, 

pet'manence, and ecurity of the Je ish ccmmonvealth tat they 

should live in amity? 

Dro Neumanng I think it is certainly very nece sary and 

highly desirable, of cour e ., 

Major M ningham-Buller◊ I vasnat quite olear as to ho 

you thought that amity could be achievedo It doesn't exist 

at the pre ent mo ent, doe it 

Dr o Neumann: I would like to explain that -- and I hope 

that hen you get over thee you 111 see for yours lf. I 

think it 1 oft e mos importance~ 

tl 

Major Manning am- uller: You poke of that. 

r .. hi 

r 0 

0 h o ge 

t 

h 

tr fe, 
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political differences in intentions, vh1oh exit all the time, 

aDd in Vhich the participants are chiefly a limited stratum 
, 

or Arab aooiety, the top, higher, and the ordinary human 

relations betveen Arabs and AJ'e.bs and Jevs and Jevs .. Those 

are tvo planea .. I have lived in Palostine during the time 

tile greateat tenaion, during tbe year• 19,6, '37, and •38, 

vhen the r1ota vere going ono I vas engage in business. 

I vas interested in certain companies in vhich ve had Jevish 

director, Christian directors, and Arab direotors n It 

of 

didnvt prevent us from meeting and going on vith our business. 

In Haifa, there ls a mun1c1pa£1ty -- the population of 

Haifa ls just about eq ally divided betveen Jevs and Arabs, 

and it therefore has a mixed municipal council ~ It has 

carried on 1n a most efficient manner during the orst period 

of the riotsn They had an Arab mayor and a Jevlsh mayor, 

that is, at different times. I should say that the Qdm1n1s-

tration of Haifa vas carried on in exemplary fashion, 

efficiently and honestly, as well as any municipality here -

and I am a Nev Yorker -- certainly better than it vas before 

Fiorello La.Guardia became mayorQ That is a matter of fact . 

Ther is no racial hostility betveeri Jes and Arabs in 

Palestine Q There is no animosity on that level It is a 

political tension, h1ch will have to be resolved. 

Bu I foresee no i ficulty, in the long run, 1 the 

creation of a du 1 
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r.ul ra. oommo ea h, J s a Be g1",l 1~ l!a cu al.yin 

re pect of ~he Flem sh and Wallo~ e.emen s, a S ut Afr1ca 

1, as I think, between t e Engl1s and the Boer~ Cera n y 

Canada is a perfect exampleo There is a great analogy ther 

and I found it referred to in some of the speeches in he 

House of Commons" 

Canada began, as you knov, with a preponderance of French 

populationo They ere French and Catho ic Then came the 

conquegt and the great influx of Engl h ettler, ho ere 

la1•gely Protestant and E glish,, Of course, there as ros1 -

tance and re entment on the part of the French Canadian u 

In the course of time you ha 

majority, Eng 1 had Prot t 

an situation, an English 

a against the French Cat.olic 

natives o But caref 1 provi iona ere made, cons itutional 

provisions, under special tatutes, and you kno more about 

them tha I do, g a.rant eing the French Canadians the1 

autonomy in re pect of rel gion, th 1r educations system, 

their language, and the rest o 

So th t you have the Do 1 ion of Canada, vhich is pre

do in nt y English, a Dominion 1th a F ench Canadian 

popul tion h. ch is e 1 ntegrated, flourishing, autonomous 

in all e ential regard, prosperou and quite hap y. 

Major ann1ngham-Bul er. Tank you very mucho There 

1 o e o t e r r as ' t qu e ole r, 

t n u, 1 A Pa es t i , 

n you ere 

e t e you 
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vere or were not sugge ting that in the cour e of time some 

of the Arab population ithln Palestine might move or be moved 

outside o 

Dr o Neumann: No, sir ~ I made no suoh suggestion n 

Major Manningham-Bullerg Iva n 9 t sure 

Dr o Neumann: I took i•tns to make it clear, vhen I 

referred to the exiatenoe of pose1b111t1es in Iraq o We have 

never, the Zionist movement has never, suggested the displace 

ment of a single Arab from Palestine ~ There is no need for 1t o 

And e vould under no circumstance base the er ation of A 

Jevish policy upon the forced removal of people ho have 

lived there for centuries and o ave every right to continue 

to live there vith full autonomy o 

I vould only like to ay to you, ir, that the suggestion 

regarding that idea as made by the Br1t1 h Labour Party, a s 

you probably kno ~ 

Major Manningham~Bullerg I am not fully acquainted, ! 

am afraid, 1th all the party ha said o 

One further que tion o You aid that the land las in 

Pal tine ere the vestigial remain of the Nuernberg legi -

lation ~ 

Dr o Neumann : That a a mann r of speech c I meant by 

that that it reflects the kind of thing which in my opinio 

ou!d o h e - s i ore t ler i mo We a ve got t n 

ace 
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Major Manningham-Buller f May I put th1 to you . You 

are not suggesting for one moment, in v1ev of the explanatory 

notes attached to those regulations, that they vere made 1th 

any such object, are you? At lea t I hope not e 

Dr. Neumann: They vere made 1th the object of pre

venting Jewa from acquiring land or interest in land. No 

doubt about that . 

Major Mann1ngham-Buller; And they vere made in 1910? 

Dr ~ Neumann. Ye, 1r o 

Major Mann1ngham-Buller i I a ondering bet er you 

migh t dra a oompari on ~ I an wondering if there vas any 

ugge tion of imitating German legi lation o 

Dro Neumann. No, I don •t mean that . I mean to say the 

Je of Pales ine look upon that piece of legislation as an 

outrageous thing, as a d1sor1m1nat1on against the Jes in 

their homeland ~ It is that o You can't get avay _from 1t o 

It is a ful to contemplate, but there it 1s J 

Judge Hutcheson: 

unduly limited you, I 

I think, unless you feel that ve have 

hink e ould like to get along to the 

next vitn r e ay G Every time you ha e been a ked a 

que t1on, you ha e n ered it, you have done your duty o 

Dr o Neumann : Thank you, 1r , 

Judge Hutcheson : You may prooeed, Mr o Epstein o 
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3'l1ATEME1 ·r o ARS .., • c,-r• I EF J. .. 1 ~, R~I ... SE .. r • 

I DAgSAH THE W MEN wS ZION Sr' O ~A lZA IO 

AMER1CA 

Mrs~ Epstein: I am ~ea.king a president or the Hada sh, 

the vomenv Zion o~ganiza ion o America, an o~gani ation 

of 160,000 Amer1can-Je i omen, 1gn1f1cantly the largest 

Je 1sh vomen 's organ1z_at1on n the country, organized t.hr ugh-

out the United State in large and mall communities With 

it vario affil ate, Hada ah numbers aro d 80,000 omen o 

It arrie it Zionist prog~am o to front o 

In Amerlca it fos era Zionist eduoa·1on and kno ledge, and 

takes its place sid by side all other Zioni t group in 

thi country 1 orkin for t1 attainment of our o11t cal 

objective v In Pale tine it has from its beginning carried 

on a very ~pec1fic and practical program c 

No, it may be that beoa e men have aid that oman• 

plao 

job a 

is in the home, they have been trained to do a 

they kno ho 1th that very important ta ko 

good a 

At any 

rate, if there is a q stion of building up a home, omen 

think in te~ms of pe~ific tinge to do to make that home 

hab1 able and apace hat 111 give an opport 1ty for a full 

and ri h life. 

Not per inn o t e purpo e or this nqu1ry but n 

, K 1~h c 
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intereated in the American scene, and both in vartime and 1n 

this poatvar period it is interested in making its vomen as 

good citizens as possible ~ 

Nov, Hadassah vaa organized in 1912 It is an interest-

1ng fact that 1ta first project, of sending American-trained 

nur3es to Palestine, took place just one year after the organ!-

zation of Hadassah o I vant you to notice that it vas not an 

organization brought into being because Hitler bad come to 

power,and not even an organization brought into ex1 tence after 

the Balfour Deolaration o It vas organized before there was, 

before England had entered the scene at a l l, vhen Palestine 

was part of the Turkish Empire, when the modern Zionist ~ove

ment was only 15 years oldo 

Dro Wise has given the background of Dr o Hertzel and the 

firs t Zionist Congress, and Dr o Neumann has talked of the 

program which Hadasaah in 1914 accepted as its program for a 

publicly s ecured, legal ly assured home for the Jewish people J 

Hadassah vas organized because of a very remarkable 

American- Je lsh voman vhose name may be knovn to you, 

Henrietta Szol d o She vas born in Baltimore just one year 
. 

before the outbreak of the Civil Waro She had in her and 

through her life exempl ified an amalgam of the very best of 

Jevish and American o1vil1cat1on and values o In Baltimore 

she came i n o contac t 1t h Jews fleeing from the R sian 

oo rom She one f t he fi r t o hel p immigr ant s a just 

~ 
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hrou h h9m he learned 

what Zionism meant to the Jews of Easte n Europe. How 

even at a time when the doors or America were open, Jews 

felt that they must find for themselves a permBllent home • 

1n a land where their historic roots lived, end this at 

a time when the~a was no organized movement, really strong 

movement behind them, and no international guarantees. 

She lee.rn~d something else. She learned Zionism had 

a great solace for the terrible humiliations, degradations 

to which Jews in many parts of the world had been subjected. 

That it really bound up their spiritual wounds. 

In 1919, because she had become that kind of a Zionist, 

she went to Palestine, and thee she saw the kind of 

incredible diseases and filth an1 dirt vhich Westernized 

peoples are not accustomed to, and being the kind of woman 

and person that is very rare -- somebody who can keep his 

head with the plow, and feet on the ground, she decided, 

something h13.d to be done about it. 

She, therefore~ came back and organized this very small 

group of 12 women to see what could be done to make a 

beginning . 

Most people would have been aghast at such a program, 

to go into that kind of a.n undertaking with so little means 

at ones disposal, but she said if we a~e going to make this 

1 d a ew sh nationa ome then it s be hea 
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and we vill start in a very small way. 

Children should not have to suffer from trachoma when 

it is perfectly simple to cure it. If it means a doctor, 

a nurse, and daily ca.re·that is what ve will provide. There 

is no reason for the mothers to die 1n childbirth when 

there have been scientists who h~ve shown how it is possible 

to a.void it. 

so 20 nurses went out, which I wish to emphasize, 

started institutions which were open to all sections of 

the population. 

Then came World War NoQ l~ which brought tremendous 

changes to the whole world, and which brought tremendous 

changes to the Jewish people nd to the Zionist movement. 

H~dassah had been asked to organize a unit to go to 

Palestine to undertake first aid for the civilian popula

tion, with hich the military government could not cope 

While this unit was being drawn up, and prepared., 

the Balfour Declaration vas issued. You have heard it many 

times here today and you will probably hear it again. Again, 

what at remendous effect this Balfour Declaration had 

upon the Jews of the world., and., from my own experience., 

I can say upon the Jews of America. 

Third, by this promise., which was the promise of a 

great Empire, which, as has been said, recognized,the 

e at on hip or th ewish people to Palestin ., tl,e hi to 1c 
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relationship, a wen u her va prepared o implement 

that recognition 1n a legaJ and in e~national e fo t, 

women flocked to the banner or Hadasseh and helped not 

only to equip a unit but gave it the support that would 

make it possible to get a real extensive health system. 

Mrs . Szold said we started out with a unit and when 

we got to Palestine we found we could lay the foundation 

for a department of health. 

While that may sound a little p~etentious for what 

Hadassah is, it nevertheless did find its way into all 

parts of the land and has influenced enormously the develop

ment of the country . 

He.dassah started with its hospitalso I don't want to 

repeat what is here in the printed documents I want only 

to interpret and highlight the significance of wha,t has 

been doneo 

There were hospitals in the th~ee principal citieso 
I 

They were not adequateQ They were the best that could be 

done in the light of _inadequate bu:tldings. But I wish 

to emphasize that the personnel, some or which came from 

America, some of which vas trained there, was able to make 

up for the deficiencie through a tremendous devotion, an 

through knovledge and science which was brought from this 

countryo 

t as pos 1b e, 1 hin a easonable ime, to do what 
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we had always wanted t do. Make Hada.sse.h somethin of e. 

standard bearer. And e feel, and felt, very keenly, being 

an association of women 1n America, which has enjoyed tremen

dous advantages, which is in ths forefront of scientific 

advancement, it was a great opportunity for us to carry 

over from the West to the East those standards. 

I said before th9.t we were interested 1n what kind of 

e. home it was to be. Were we going to accept the level of 

the surrounding countries or would be try to bring into 

it this 20th century of which we were a part. 

For us there could be no question of choice. So th~ 

one hospital in Jerusalem became something of our center . 

In 1933 Germany and later Austria spewed out their 

medical men who had helped create their medical reputation, 

e.nd: many or them came to Palestine. So that in 1934 we 

broke ground for our medical oenter on Mount Scopus. It 

is quite interesting that during the war period American 

soldiers, both non-Jev1sh and Jevish, who were 1n that 

part of the world all came up to see this hospital, which 

was something that was part of America. 

In tmhall there is a large map that h&s on it all 

the names of the cities from which contributions came, and 

it was for them a close tie with home. 

The hospital dlll'ing the var served a very interesting 

pu po eo T m c _cop of all th counties involved 
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h hospital fo con-

sultation and coursesthe.t would h .lp thPm with the diseases 

thg, t were indigenous to that part of the country. And I 

should like to point out to you that there was a vast dif

ference between the scene in 1918 when the army was able to 

cope with the civil population8ld had to ask for help, and 

this situation where t e country h~d been made at least 

healthy enough to provide a great .furlough center and to 

be free from the malaria of that part of the world. 

Th~t hospital is not only a center of healing but a • 

center or research and teaching. And the next logical s~ep 

which has been ta.ken is to c eate the first under-graduate 

medical school in that part oft e world. 

Nov, I come to the second facet of the program, which 

is or utmost importance, I think, not only to the Jews of 

Palestine, but to that part of the world of which it is 

a part. That is the work with the childv 

The cultural level of a country, I suppose, can be 

measured as much by the approach to the care of children 

as in any other way. 

When we came into the country, I think it is no 

• exaggeration to say that the level was the level of the, 

13th century. In one generation it has been possible to 
I 

jump that level r~om t e 13th to the 20th century. 

I pe o a exp ri n n Pale t ne m y year 
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ago, 1n 19330 I went with one of the nurses from the 

health center through the old city of Jerusalem. It is 

a fascinating city if you are interested 1n the picturesque 

and in history that is crowded into it, as are all of the 

communities of the Near East, but if you are interested 

1n modern health and sanitation, it is a very distressing 

sight, because you h~ve to combat all of the ignorance 

and superstition of what I will call the 13th century. 

I went with one of the nurses to a home where there 

was a new-born babe which had to ·be ca.red for. I never saw 

a sight that was so disheartening. There was just nothing 

that we connect with sanitation . 

By the t~me the nurse left i t looked like a fairly 

well ordered nursery . 

This was the thir d time that this woman had he.d a 

child. It was a Persian family, They mother-in-law was 

still the one who ruled the roost. The mother-in-law had 

said som thing to the nurse. I said to the nurse1 did the 

mother-in-law say that she had brought up her babies without 

baths? The nurse said, "Hov did you know? That was exactly 

what she said." I said, ''Wha.t hope do you have of educating 

these people?" .The nurse said, "When the oldest child 

marries and has children, the war will be won." 

Since then we have had an opportunity to test those 

• wor . Childre of hi ldren born 1n th,~ Hadas h hospital 
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are now just normally and 1n a routine fashion the 

patients of the child welfare centers, and 1n that ne 

generation there has been bridged en enormous span of 

raising the level. 

113 

There is one other thing that I would like to speak 

about before I speak of another faceto 

Mr. Nathan yesterday talked about industrial civiliza

tion, and the necessity for "know-how," and he said thg,t 

many or the men and women who were coming into the land 

were bringing skills with them from the Western world. 

That is one way or b:r ging know-how into a country. 

Another way is to educate the youth growing up in 

those skills which are essen ial if a land is to be an 

industrial land. 

There is some vocational education in the country. I 

donat say that Ha.dassah is the firxt to show the way. In 

the name of Louis D Brandeis, through the Brendeis center 

we have opened a secondary vocatn.onal highschool for girls, 

and we have brought within the compound many of the voca

tional trends which we have learned here 1n American. 

Vocational guidance and apprenticeship and continua-

tion classes. There is no compulsory attendance law in 

Palestine . For the very poora.nd underprivileged, the problem 

or making a living is very pressing one . So children 

eve oo ve ly ecaus thy tea n al ving h ch 
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mean that for the et f thei 11v s they a~ cond mn 

pr tty much excep in extrao dine.ry ca es to a very low 

standard . 

We have tempted them to stay in school longer by offer

ing the ha.nee of skills which will fit them for a much 

more decent and self-respecting life, a.nd that is something 

that will be an interesting development for the futureo 

Again, it is small, but again, it is something that 

points the way. 

I want to pick up something else thiit Mr. Nathan said 

yesterday. He said very rightly, that a country that would 

have to live only on moneys that come from the outside 

would not make for healthy economic growth: 

From our O'Wll experience, I want to confirm what he 

said of not only the willingness and readiness, but the 

ability of the Jewish community to take over that which is 

brought 1n. We started with four hospitals. In a reason

able time, three had been taken over by communities, and 

only one gets a subsidy from uso 

We started a feeding program. Not only for malnutrition, 

not soup kitchens but a program that would teach people 

coming from the northern climes and southern clime~ how to 

use foods of the country. Children brought back to their 

home the kind of dietetic lmovledge e.nd nutritional 

va us hich col t e been taught effectiv y 1n any 

• 
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other way. We started giving 100 percent of that. Now, 

Hadassah gives only 16 percent . It means that the community 

has understood and seized the oppr,rtunity of making., as 

part of its own development, these things we were able to 

bring from a civilization of the 20th century and the 

Western worldo 

The patient's fees 1n the hospital have made it 

possible for us to be relieved of certain responsibilities 

and to go forward looking for new opportunity to bring up 

constantly the level of the country, make it possible for 

this country to absorb others who are coming. 

Now, I want to touch on something vith vhioh ve are 

deeply concerned, and with whi h I think the vhole world 

is deeply concerned. That is the plight or the Jewish 

children or Europe of whom Dr. Schwartz spoke yesterday. 

He told you of those children 1n Europe. Let me tell you 

something of vhat happens to them vhen they get to Palestine. 

Almost 17,000 of them ae now 1n Palestine. They 

have been coming since 1934. They came originally almost 

exclusively from Germany. At first they cs.me at the ages 

of 15 to 17. They vere carerully selected. We really 

received the cream. T ey were well educated young children, 

well fed. 

As shades of Naziism spread ov r Europe we began to 

t e c 11 ren no nearly so well elected untii during .the 
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war per~od, and 1n this terrible postwar period ve have 

opened our doors to any child who can enter the country . 
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Perhaps you will understand what has happened to 

Jewish children 1n Europe when I say the children who ca.me 

1n 1934 were well educated e.nd the child who comes today 

may never have had a chanceto have e.ny education at all; 

has lived in the woods, has lived by his wits. 

One of the workers said she brought a pad and pencil 

to one of the children. The child cried and he said., "This 

is the first pencil I have ever held in~ hand." The 

desire for knowledge is very trong; i~ dies very hard 

with the Jewish. people . 

Now, Palestine has done a very wonderful job on rehabili

tating these young children, and I don•t mean only putting 

flesh on their bones. 

As a matter of fact., one little boy who came on the 

laat tra.: sport held out his arms and said, "This 1s American 

flesh on my bones. The American soldiers gave me food." 

That, of course, we are ready to do, but the job 

is infinitely harder than that. What has happened to the 

children of Palestine is aw.fully hard for us to understand . 

As I come in contact with it, I find myself horrified 

afresh at the evidences of brutality that man can show to 

man. 

For 1n ta.nee, 1n one of the ooperative colonies, th 
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cu . t el ang on ,h. p 

tive colony in which thee wa g oap r c-hill n .. You 

know a dinner bell is a very cheery ound. 

that bell rang the children screamed. 

But when 

They jumped over the stone wall to run awayi and one 

child became seriously 111, frothing at the mouth, very 

111. The doctor managed to gather the children and by dint 

of great patience, learned the story. 

At this camp from which the children ha.d been liberated 

a bell rang from the death-house every day at noon. They 

, all lined up to be picked out, those who should go to th 

death-house and tho e vho sou d escape~ There was no 

system. It was completely ha.otic there . . The child who 

had fallen down 111 ha been on that line 30 times. 

That calls for a kind of mental and physical and 

psychological rehabilitation that I believe only Palestine 

can give because the whole Jewish community is geared for 

that task, to rehabilitate those children. 

Those children ar e the ward of the whole Jewish people, 

not one colony not one kind-hearted family, not one good 

woman, but they are t e wards of t~e whole Jewish community 

and the Jewish community, the whole Jevi h community stands 

completely for doing h~t it ce.n. 

There i one other thing that is of utmost importance 

t ., ha. 111 t r he. t t in h Y 
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remain not only self-respecting but a usef'Ul person, which 

feeling they need desperately to build them up . 

I remember this story which is illustrative or thiso 

The nurse insisted 1n the education or these children, 

that there must be four hours 1n the classroom and four 

hours work on the fa:rm. She was afraid that there might 

be a temptation for exploitation of this new manpower. 

Well, the oranges had to be picked, and there was 

insufficient hands. One or the nearby colonies asked tor 

some or the children. Mrs. Szold said firmly "no." They 

wrote her pleading with her to give up this order. She 

said "no." Don't you know whe.t it means to us to be wanted? 

Here they say they need u to save the crop. 

that more than we need food and shelter. 

We need 

Yesterday somebody asked Dro Schwartz about vocational 

opportunity and retmln1ng or children. I can tell you tha.t 

a most wonderful achievement has been acoomplished 1n re

training in Palestine. For instance, 1n one cooperative 

farm there is an opportunity for learning 25 different 

trades -- c~pentry, masoney, farming, husbandry~ et cetera. 

They are t:rained for a life that he.a certain values. Manual 

work on the fa.rm has a distinct ideological value. It 

works for them effectively, and from the point or view of 

their spiritual r ehabilitation makes them part of a community 

which i geared t o fi t them in .. 
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L tly ii th~ hav om h g J P 1 

P.liev ~ no ther placP. ~an 

Again, I ca.n only ay it i a pu pos th t t ansc n s 

their personal well being. 

Forinstance, a. group came in about a. year ago. A 

story vas v.ritt n called "The First Fifty Hours." 

The nurse vent with a group of 25 from the boat to 

the colony . I have never read of such a transformation as 

took place 1n those fifty hourso When they came over on th 

boat they were sullen, suspicious, ani frightened. They 

wouldn ' t give up their dirty rags. 

When they came to the colony, they took the food from 

the table and ran away to hi it like squirrels hide nuts. 

When the people pr tested, they said they didn•·t know 

vhen they would get foo aga1, and for that reason took 

the food and hid it 

Ther e were cots for them to lie down on. When the 

woman 1n charge went in, she found four on one tiny cot. 

They said we are used to this for security. We don't lie 

alone on a cot. They ere suspicious of the friendliness 

of the children . 

At the end of 24 hours, they began to track. Then 

they were tak n to another colony in a higher state of 

development . The women accompanying them thought that 

a.s el a e e ev 
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olony, But du 1ng the celeb at1 ther was 1ng1n. 

~ome of the child en were singing a song which means ''We 

build up the lando" 

On the way home they said., "If ve vo:rk he.rd ve ca.n 

make O'Ul' colony like that one.n 

Then the women said they began to s1ng, falteringly 

s.t first and then with assurance. They sang the song "We 

will buiad up the land," and she said as they sand this 

0 

she could just feel that the bitterness of their experience 

was not forgotten but it was transformed into a wonderful 
. 

impulse, an impulse to build so well th~t what had happened 

to them could not happen again to any generation of children 

Sllywhere in the world . 

I don't lmow exactly what the limitations on me are 

as a witness, but I would like to do something that I think 

is unorthodox, and that is to appeal to you gentlemen vho 

have been given, I th k, a very high responsibility and 

a great privilege, to look carefully into this question of 

a lost, what would be and what we .do not want to be, a 

lost generation of children. Children mean a great deal 

to all people g They are the hope of the future. To 

the Jewish people who have had this frightful debacle, 

these children vho ha e been saved at the risk of many an 

adult life, who were carried into the woods and fed by the 

mo t dev ou , wh ha e en pt a v b cau the 
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were not only children and helpless, but the hope of the 

future, these children long for a chance to rebuild their 

lives . 

I just want to say this. · 

Before the war, I once heard somebody speak in behalf 

or anti-Fascism, a movement designed to bring scholars and 

intellectuals from Europe and the man who spoke said that 

every time he said "How do you do" to one or these people 

who ha.d come into the country, he said to himself, "This 

is my triumph over Hitler. He wanted to still the pen and 

tongue of these men, and I have made it impossible for hlm 

to achieve his end . 

I can only say to save t ese children, not merely as 

~ume.n beings, but as that generation that 1s the hope of 

a continuation of the proud traditions of the Jewish people, 

1n a land where they can merge their own troubles and 

sorrows in an effort to build a finer land for their own 

people and for future generations, that would constitute 

the final defeat of Hitler. 

Now, I have two more things, if I haven't taken too 

much time. One is that Hadassah and its health field has 

very definite postwar plans. 

The postwar, which is hard to believe, is now with us. 

We brought the director of o\ll' medical work overhere last 

ye l . W tha. t t p ople who ould come 
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# hope they will come in the thousand and hundr d o 

thousands, would bring broken bodies, and we hav p pa 

OUl'selve to meet the.t ne~d. 

There are ver~ inadequate tuberculosis facilities. 

1 

We brought to our women at our convention the need of build

ing a tuberculosis hospital that would care for them. What 

was to have been a two-year program was accomplished in one 

year. The money was collected. We have trained nurses to 

take ca~e or the health or immigrants. We are building 

additional beds 1n our hospitals. We are prepared~ as 

far as a voluntary organization such as ours can be prepared, 

to receive these people . 

Now, one point that has be to~ched on by everyone, 

and I suppose vill be throughout the inquiry -- that is, 

what relationship has this which we have done to the 

Arab population. 

Well, I think that there have been direct and indirect 

benefits to the Arab population. Direct, because we have 
. 

made available to the Arabs the advBJ1tages of our institu-

tions, to Arabs of all classes and groups We have actu~lly 

opened three child welfare centers in neighborhoods which 

were predominantly Arab with the sole purpose of bringing 

Ara s into the center and helping to train them 1n this 

which we think is of uch tremendous importance 

We h vep nt p mphl ts 
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them. 

Indirectly, it is mu.ch more difficult to evaluate 

what has been done, but I think it is at least nearly as 

important if not as important as the direct benefit. That 

is the er.feet of a demonstration center 1n a small, tiny 

land, where you live no further than the size of the aisle 

there from your Jewish neighborhoods. It doesn't seem 

possible to me that an Arab mother who sees a Jewish mother 

who has a family and brings that family up 1n health and 

lalows that her family sickens and dies, realizing that the 

reason one family lives is because it has a certain kind 

of care, that that mother will continue to be satisfied to 

say it is the ''Will of Allah, n that "Allah gave me these 

children and now takes them away." 

It is inevitable that a higher standard or living, 

that a higher ste.nda:rd of life, 1n a tiny country, where 

you cs.net escape it, will leave untouched that part of the 

population. 

Now, I couldn 9t help asking myself, as I thought over 

my presentation, questions which you gentlemen put. Does 

this make for better relations; are people grateful for 

the fact that the infant mortality is low; that Malcolm 

MacDonald can say, as he did 1n 1938: 

"The Arabs cannot say that the Jews a.re .driving them 

-out of their countryo If' not a single Jew had come to 
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Pale tin af e 1918, I believe the Arab popul ,tin orta 

~oul still have been a.run about the 600,000 figure -

instead of over 1.,000 000 as at present -- at which it had 

been stable unier the Turkish rule ~ It is because the 

Jews who have come to Palestine bringing modern health 

,ervices and other advantages that Arab men and women who 

would be dead are alive today, th9.t Arab children who would 
• 

never have dravn breath have been born e.nd grow strong." 

There 1s another quotation which you can read from 

the Peal Connnission which says again what Hadassah services 

h.9.ve done . 

I don 8t know whether it does improve relationships . 

I should say a.s a mothe an g andmother that it would 

bevery difficult for a woman whose child had been saved 

at a health cente~ not to be personally grateful. But I 

don 8 t think that is the all-impelling thing. I know there 

are other attentions and other strifes which can override 

it. But I don i t think that 1s the important Cl'itel'ion. 

What is impol'ta.nt., it seems to m•~, and I am ure must be 
. 

t all who mean what they say about a one world and a higher 

standard for all peoples, is what is happening 1n Palestine 

as a result of this higher standard. 

Is t•important, o are ve only giving it lip service 

tlat people should not have to depend on the "will of 

All ' fo 1ve r child ? 



• 

• 

• 

' Is it important the. we houln lea~n that 111 , can 

be i~h and good for all pe~pl s of all cl s es a all 

strata? 

I don1t mean for a second that the Jews went into 

Palestine carrying the white man's burden. We went to 

solve the Jewish problem. But it is the inevitable by

product of it. That, I think~ is important to all those 

well-meaning men and women who believe in this better 

world for which we fought . 

Mr. Crossman spoke yesterday of a social revolution. 

There is possibly a social evolution that is not imposed 

~-:,y force, but that comes from contact naturally and easily 

of two peoples living side by side. 

Now, just one le. t word 1n conclusion. 

The result of our yes.l's of experience have been that 

we are confident that we can help physically the people who 

,,ome to uso We have training. We have the men. We have 

the body of experience. We have the instruction. There is 

no question that we have behind us 1n America an ever-growing 

body of women who have givm us the support necessary to 

carry through. There is no question that as the American 

official agency for the movement t o transfer children from 

Europe to Palestine that we cen rehabilitate that youth, 

not only physically bu mak of them, instead of human 

di twooi, t he jnd of a childr en that Ru sia ha afte 
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the war, make them the kind o fine human material with 

·~·hich to build a good civilization 

I want to say only this. That all of this is possibl 

only because American Jewish women have been ignited by 

the thought of what can be done to solve the Jewish problem 

1n Palestine. I do not make light of the social service 

urge. I think it is a very important thing in our civiliza

tion. That those who are the privileged ones want to help 

those whoa-e under-privileged. 

I do not mind myself the desire, in a shrinking world, 

to bring the standards or the West to the East. 

But over and above all that, and I know this jntimately 

from my contact with wome th oughout the country who are 

members, and to some extent are non-Jewish, and who are not 

members but sympathetic, over and above everything else, 

this support comes first from the promise made that Palestine 

would be a national home, a promise made by countries and 

peoples we have confidence, confidence that they will l~ve 

up to their promises, and in the words of the Chairman who 

opened this session of inquiry, these are ,Nomen who want 

bold action . 

We live 1n that kind of an ageo Most of us have lived 

·through two wars. Have seen husbands and fathers and sons 

30 to war to make a bette world 

p o lem s som hin h t h s to b 

We believe that the Jewish 

soled They e tied 
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for themselves and for their children of constantly racing 

& problem of refugees, of soup kitchens. of transportation 

from one land to anothero 

There is a vicarious humiliation in that kind or 

mer1can evieh vome V M enef1 gre 

freedom, freedom to develop themselves as individuals, as 

mothers, as part of the community. They know very well 

vhat tre~dom is . They have savored it to the full . They 

e most Ull illing~t other Jews should be o hor bly 

d abysms.11 deprived of that f .e dom. For them and 

t y are r 

for t hem ti 

the o t par ve 

measu ing 

nternational-minded, 

o t e k o ju old 

tn 

and fathers and brothers that went Dhrough this last var. 

whether or not the Jewish people are to receive justice. 

And for Hada.sseh, the Women 1s Zionist Organization of 

~merica, justice translates itself into the Zionist salute. 

Judge Hutcheson: Madam, for the committee. I want to 

say that you have made a gracious presentation, and we 

will not bother you with questions1 because our time for 

adjournment has comeo 

Mr. Justice Singleton: Just one thing. 

Have y~u been to Palestine yourselfo 

~rs. Epste· : I was in Pa estine in 19 for fo 
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month. Nots nee, I regret to ay. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I woul like to say that 

when I looked t your book last night~ I was struck with 

~dmiration great admiration for the charitable work your 

organization has doneu 

Mrs. Epstein: Thg,nk you very much. 

Mr. stice S1.tg leton: I hope to have the privilege 

~r visiting yo r hospitala 

Lord Morrison: I was going to ask you if you would 

~ermit us when we get there to go and see it. 

Mrs. Epstein: We will welcome you. 

Major Me.nningha.m-Bulle : You quoted from the Peal 

report. May I say I am sorr yo didn't put 1n the next 

sentence 

Mrs. Epstein: I am sorry. 

Major Mann1ngham Buller: (Reading) "It was a real 
I 

step towards the promotion of good feeling between the 

to races-1" 

Judge Hutcheson: There are some announcements which 

must be madeo 

OU committee will meet 1n the conference room 

immediately after adjournment. 

Tomorrow morning the program will continue 1n this 

~rder: 

Mr Rober Zol; Dr Gold; Dr.Gren e g; th A erican-
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Jewish Committee, and h Am ican Jew! h ng es 

We will have the le.st tvo beginning a r"\: .. t 1 

~rternoono I am not sure they will be reach.d at 

h ... 

ha 

time, but ve would certainly like you to do as you hav 

been doing, be prompt. 

I have Md many court proceedings, and I never sa 

0ne where the itnesses were so prompt and so ready and 

so e f1c1ent to do their Job. 

Let 1 s keep it up 

We ill no jo rn. 

(Whereupon, at 4:05 o 9cloek p. m., the hearing was 

adjourn d unt 1 to or rn g, January 9, 46) 
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