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AFTERNOON SESSION - 2:00 p om. 

The Chairman : You TN1Y :proe ed •l 

Mro Rood: . Less.ti g Ro :c -1ald • 

S1l'A'rEMENT OF LESS! G G ROSENWALD -- Resumed 

Judge Hutcheson: Mr ti l-·0Donal6. o • 

76 

r.rr, NcD_onald ~ Mr., Chairman. I would lik , a I said, 

,O l O_l_ OW S John •s· exam.p"' e and a~ k the witn ss 1·or help. 

ould li!ce to preface the few questJ.ons I have by a 

sentence or two. Ever since I w s a young Prores or of 

History, a es and ages go, I have een inte ·ested in the 

0

\:.. tory of the Arab peopl and the; ouJture, but only 

• 
1£-.:cently hav I begun to 1~ e. J 1 h:tstor . ·1nd the 

o strange in the light of ,~ssentia.l he is of the Coun 

Y!l r .. ading or Je 1sh hi tory 

ror help o 

I am com ng to the witness 

But fir t, 11' I might, Mr,, Rosenwald, I , onder if you 

would t 11. me how repr ~ en j_v tl e CoUJjcil is o I m an, 

how r ny uembars do 3 it have? 

Mro Rose va d: Betiee lOiOOO ,nd 11,000 me be So 

Mr,, NcDo ald: i.hen it no yet a. us movement but 

.erha a a lea rship movem t? 

Mr o R senwald: s i , you. can ,1 dge that from the numbers . 

li1r ,, McDonald: Th .n y I 

r li , ous element 1n J is migh:'c asl.. ho, many of the 

telyo 
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Mr. Rosenwald: I wouldn't be able to give you an 

Hccurate :rigure but I should say somewhere in the neighborhood 

C.l~ 75. 

Mr. McDonald: Out or a total or about what? 

Mr. Rosenwald: I don't remember the exact number. 

Mr. ~cDonald: Is 1t a thousand? 

Mr. Rosenwald: It is a. large number. 

It is a small percentage. 

Mr. McDonald: These rabbis who are members -- and this 

J:as a purpose., Mr. Chairman, 1 will make the connection later 

!nto which group would they fall? 

Mr. Rosenwald: They would mos ly fall 1n the reform 

g_"oup . I think they would all fall 1n the ref' orm group . 

Mr. McDonald: Then I come to another matter. 

I suppose you and your associates have been close students 

of Jewish history, as I think all of us, Jews or non-Jews, 

cught to be., and would you suppose that among the Jewish 

historians the two greatest or Jewish historians were Graetz 

Md Dubnov? 

Mr. Rosenwald: I wouldn't be qualified to tell you that, 

air . 

Ml". McDonald: Neither 1s a mod.ern historian. Graetz., 

es I understand it, is the greatest of the Jewish historians, 

and his great ix volumes were written a.bout the middle ·of 

the last century, and Dubnov•s ork perhap t e beginning ol' 
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The reason I asked the question was that during recent 

• l!onths - ha e had the t 1111 g experience 01" reading Graetz, 

est exp 1ences I have had. Graetz, of course, 

~!es not a. Zionist, beca. 1se Zion1. m in the m dern :form was not 

i- 10 n t en. 

Now, I notice that Graetz u,es the phr e "The Je 1sh 

peopl '', ,: Je 'ish nationalu, " e s folk", quite commonly, 

1.'.s if it were the accepted conclu :ton o this great historian 

~hat that s as justified. 

Now, I ondered whet er G a tz was wrong and whe'ther he 

f/·.:ou d have spoken only of " 

I sk yo that becau e, 

o "people of ewis.h 1·a1 th" . 

der tand t, the substance, 

,hat o might call the philo o 1cel b si of th Council 

1 the cont ntion that Ju ism is a religion, not 

not a r lk, not a people. 

na.t1ona11ty, 

Mr. osenw ld: I would sa th s, s1111
: I am not oing 

·:o attempt to say w ether our hi orian is right or wrong. 

! m not qualified to do that. I can say this in justifica

tion for ·our position, tl ,t we feel that ever since the 

frinciples .re laid down of eq ality of r:ghts and the 

quality of r sponsj_bilities of he individual ci izen in the 

citi en, ~hi h I b lieve as fir t 

nunciated in Fr nee and th tooth r countrie start 

in 01 7q ... V t of' th 
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is cheir integration into the countries and the na'tions of 

l,i1ich they are a part, that we do not constitute a separa'te 

!-;-3ople. There are people living in widely d1.f.t'erent parts 

0? the world, all over the world, various colors and various 

1•;~-:es, various nationalities, and we believe that the Jews 

h~,,·;,3 a definite religion. '14hat religion, although it has 

c~rtain sects within it, 1s connnon 'to Judism all over the 

·'.";orld. . Members can adopt a. religion but liheir whole ruture 

flnd their whole present, 1.L"'lder modern · society and modern 

tioncept, 1s believi ng themselves to be · in f's.ct as well as 

theory adhering to a certain religion, being nationals of 

the c·ountry 01· which they a.re citizens . 

Mr ... HoDonald: • In what s n do you suppose historians 

·,uch as Dubnov and Graetz used, not once but it is 'the recurring 

, .<pression, "Jewish people", "Jewish f' olk'' , what do you 

suppose they meant? 

Mr. Rosenwald: I imagine 1n the times when the Ghetto 

,rt~t-1 the commonly accepted means or living 1n Central Europe 

t• ·r .. .:- people were treated as an inferior • group that they were 

Alassified as a people or a folk simply because they enjoyed, 

~r,did not enjoy, inferior status in those countries, and 

~llat they were a people 1n that they had suffered the same 

discriminations, the same oppressions, s 1mply because of 

their religion, and, therefore, had a cormnon bond 1n common 

'uttering . Jior e t n t ba t I can t go , ~-·· . I ,,1 1ot qualified 
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to answer any better than that. 

Mr. ·McDonald: I would just like to say that the 

iistorians were not riting merely about the Ghetto. They 

'~~e writing about the oiblical period and the period follow

ing the so-called emancipation under the leadership of Joseph 

.iendelssohn and others. 

One other question. There 1s implicit 1n several of 

·Lhe documents contained herein a ve y fundamental contingent 

~hich I should like to ask you if ou really er1ously hold, 

to- it, that Z1oni m 1s incons1ste t with nation 1 patriotism 

in countri s here Zio ism has a place, where Zionists happen 

,.o live . 

Mr. Ro en ald: May I st t 

r McDonald. Certainly . 

a oth r ,ay, sir? 

rr. Ros nwald: Do you mean to say, do I believe that 

·.3he fundamental theories of Zionlsm raise the question of 

dual allegiance to citize of countries where they now 

r:1 • .1.joy complete citizenship? 

Mr. McDonald: If you would lik to answer that, yes. 

Mr. Rosenwald: Is that the same question? 

Mr. McDonald: rt isn 1 t quite the sa e question, no . 

nr. Ro enwald: I th1 it oe . 

Mr. McDonald: ou think 1 dos? 

Mr. lose :wald: I o. 

1 D • • 1 , 0 t n t 11k 
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Lloyd George and Churchill and Wilson were friends of the 

Mr. Rosenwald: I have no doubt of' it. 

Mro McDonald: Well., would you think that was rather 

inconsistent then for them to have at various times inter

preted. the Jewish aspiration in Palestine in terms of the 

JE:Jwish state? 

I donVt say that I think there should be a Jewish state 

er commonwealth. I am merely addressing myself to your 

~mderlying thesis. 

My question is do you think it likely these great 

H~·.t-t'\.;esmen would have lent themselves to a program which would 

have implied even remotely di ided loyalty? 
• 

Mr. Rosenwald: My own belief is that they probably did 

n:,t understand all of the implications that there were in 

Zionism. 

Mr. McDonald: I am through, Mr. Chairman. 

Judge Hutcheson: I would like to ask you a question or 

t;wo., following the line of Mr. McDonald's inquiries. 

I haven't the knowledge of history nor the ability to 

classify historians which nr:, friend enjoys and I am not able 

to say why historians at a certain time speak of people 1n 

one way and at another time 1n another way. 

Now, I myself know very little about my genealogy in a 
.. 

t:1or ugh way as perha.p would kn if I wa a gen olog1 t. 
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I know ;hat I have a good deal of Scottish blood and 

a good deal of English blood, 1n the sense that we are 

talking here, when my ancestors came here 300 years ago. I 

suppose that blood has gotten pretty well thinned out now, 

a.nd I suppose I a 1 a. t • ough and through American. 

And there was, perhaps, a little Huguenot blood No 

German, so far as I lmow. But that i a.11 right, I know 

some very fin German people in thi country. 

But when I call myself an Amer can citizen I don 9 t call 

mys 1:r a Scotchman or an E lis n. I suppose that you mean 

o a.y that you as an American citizen say, I don't know 

hat my racial stock i, Id nit eek, but you feel that 

you ought to be classified erican c1t1ze and let 

the question of yo ha~ing com o from a Je ish line not 

determine your nationalit . Ia tat about what it is? 

Mr. senwald: That is right, sir. I eel that I am 

an American citizen of Je sh faith. 1uc as ou would con

sider your elf an American citiz n of whatever faith you 

adhere to. 

Judge Hutcheson: Let me ask yo this question. I suppose 

the differenc is that pers cution or compression, or what not, 

has not m~de it necessary for Sc ttis p ople or Englishers 

1n other place to draw together, a.d so I do 9t have ny 

•ommon re. e o nee try But you re a.ying that hatever 

r le no 
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full rights are given, you feel that there is a danger of, 

• 
at least, of some incompatibility between the insistence 

that you are a Jew first and an American second as a matter 

of race, you think you have one citizenship, that is American, 

and one religion, and tbat is Jew. 

I can see that point of view and I can see the point of 

view of the other people. _ But is it eosential in the develop

ment of the theory that you go on that the Palestinian question 

and the refugee question are two questions? That is, the 

future of Palestine is one thing and the refugee question is 
. 

another. Is it essential, the disturbing point that maybe 

you are saying they are not good Americana if they are strong 

Zionists, is that essential in the position you are taking? 

Mr. Rosenwald: I don't believe I have said that. 

Judge Hutcheson: No, but that is the implication that 

someone may draw. Is there some way to me.ke the point clearer 

than you have made it? 

Mr. Rosenwald: May I try, sir. 

Judge Hutcheson: You might give us a brief statement 

of why you feel that way, both from the standpoint of yourself 

and others like you, as an American citizen, and particularly 

from the standpoint of the future of Palestine, the emphasis 

on Palestinevs statehood rather than the emphasis on Palestine 

as a place where Jewish people may go. 

What is the ca dina point? 



AL-9 

(3) 

• 

• 

• 

Mr. Rosenwald: We :first start with the :fact that no 

matter how ma.ny people go to Palestine, that could be millions, 

as much as Palestine could accommodate, Palestine will always 

be, as far as anybody can see, a minority, will contain a 

minority of the Jews o:f the world. 

Most of the Jews are living as citizens o:f countries 

other than Palestine and always will be. Most of the Jews 

now in the world are citizens of countries where they have 

equal rights as citizens with their co-nationals. That 

applies to this country, applies to Great Britain, France, 

Russia, if' you please. They have equal rights with their 

co-na tionals . 

Now, on-e of' the fundament 1 t nents of Zionism is that 

Palestine should be a national ome where a man can go as 

o:f right and not as of' suf.ferance. Any Jew can go as of' 

right and not as of suff era.nee. That is one of the underlying 

concepts, as I understand it, of a Jewish national home. 

Now, what does that mean? As a.n American citizen I have 

the right to come to one country and one country only as an 

American citizen. That country is the United states. I 

have no right any place else in the world to go . 

Now, as soon as th Jewish state is· set up I have a right 

to go to the United States as a citizen and I have the right 

under the Zionist philosophy to go to Palestine as of' right 

a a f,W. 
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Therefore, there .are two places, two oountrie, two 

separate co\llltries in this world where I have the right to 

go without anybody questioning me. That puts me in a 

8 

category different from any other citizen or group of citizens 

in this country and puts every other Jew in a separate category 

from any other citizen. He has two countries that he has 

rights to. 

Furthermore, to my way of thinking, that immediatel~ 

sets up this one question. Where does my allegiance lie, 

pr1DBrily? As a citizen of the United States, whereby I have 

my citizenship, or have I some other allegiance, to some 

other country by reason of my religion? 

I for one want only one allegiance and I think any 

citizen can only have one allegiance. That is to the country 

of which he is a cittzen. Anything which sets up a separate 

state where a citizen of ahe country automatically has some 

attachment or some loyalty other than the coW1try to which 

he is a citizen innnediately raises the question as to whether, 

where that allegiance is stronge~t, and it also raises the 

question that there is more than one allegiance and 1 canWt 

believe that is compatible with our way of thinking . 

Have I made it any clearer? 

Judge Hutcheson: Yes . 

It takes out the suggestion of an invidious shaft. You 

ares a 1 g le itua.tion f om whioh ce ta ed ctions 
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flow and spiritual consequences will probably follow. 

There is one other thing. Is it also the feeling of 

your organization -- well, let me ask you first this question . 
.. 

Mr. McDonald asked you how many members you had. I 

would like to ask you how old your organization is. 

Mr. Rosenwald: W have b en in existence about two and 

a half year. 

Judge Hutcheson: Two and a half yea.rs. 

Mr .. Rosenwald: .we started in with zero about September 

1, 19~3. As you may have gathered there is considerable 

oppos j tion to a. point of vie such a.s we hold. T erefore it 

is not alway easy to gain memb ~ .1p who come flatly and 

say thy adhero to the prinoipl 

to a very la ge nu nber . 

hich are really contrary 

That is, the Zioni st organiza ion i one which has 

bee active for some 50 1ears and partic larly active for 

25 years. 

Never·theless, star-ting as a new organization and recruiting 

members, with the pressure that a e bro ght against them 

and the accusation that sometim s flow, it isn•t always easy 

to gain adherents. 

·While I should 11 e to ee greater number I am not 

discouraged that up to th present time we have received only 

that number of active member . 

I 11 1 t ha .op ro 1 
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interest in the numbers. I .don't think this question s 

going to be decided by a show of hands either on the part 

of Jews or Arabs. It has to be decided by a more definite 

understanding of the principles. 

I am not going into the question of numbers except to 

perhaps explain the apparent discrepancy between the nwnbers 

and the assumption that you have been an organization of long 

standing. 

Mr. Rosenwald: That is right. 

Judge Hutcheson: Mr. Proska.uer talked yesterday. He 

doesn't belong to your organization or to the others, either? 

Mr. Rosenwald: He doesn 9 t belong to the Zionists. He 

doesn't belong to ours. 

Judge Hutcheson: And then there is a sort of middle 

organization between the two of you? 

Mr. Rosenwald: I would characterize it that way. The 

Zionists are on one side. Our organization is on the other 

side. Mr. Proskauer• s organization has a membership of both 

Zionists and anti-Zionists and so-called non-Zionists. 

Those are people that don't take any position one way or 

the other. And his organization, the American Jewish Committee, 

has members of both anti-Zionists and pro-Zionists and non

Zionists. I don't believe there are any non-Zionists, but 

that is what they call themselves. 

Judg Hutcheson: These hearings are held in order to get 
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shades or American opinion, including Arab opinion. I don't 

know whether we are going to have only American Arabs or 

some others who are not Americans, but the Arab side will be 

presented here. We are trying to get, of course, a~ full a 

view as we oa.n or the American-Jewish side. 

Is your organization concerned only with, was it organized 

only or concerned only lith the question of opposing what you 

think is a wrong direction to,ard the use of Palestine, has 

it other objectives besides that? 

Mr. Rosenwald: The other o j ctives are one or the 

points that I mentioned this morning. We are trying to do 

everything within our power to ere ue conditions in all 

countries of the world where the do not exist at present 

of equal rights and responsibil ties for all of their citizenry, 

and in countries where it is only partially so to see that 

every support is given to those oountries to the end that 

they may grant equal right in every respect to all or their 

citizens. 

Judge Hutcheson: Does your organization have this other 

function: I know there are some organizations in this country, 

or Jewish and Christian membership, which are undertaking to 

go far beyond tolerance by law, toe t tolerance altogether, 

to get away from talking about the Jew howing tolerance to 

a Christian or the Christian showing tolerance to a Jew, but 

tog t o th o Nh re ~e ace pv ~1c 1 cit z n 
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American citizens without emphasizin the Jew over the enti e; 

is your organization interested in that phase? 

Mr. Rosenwald: Very much. Not so much as it. applies 

to America parse, because by a.nd large we have obtained, at 

least by law in this country, such equality. 

But there are many cowitries that have not even attained 

that status yet which we would like to see obtained. 

-For example, I mentioned this morn:ing Poland. Poland 

is one of them. The government there is anxious to eliminate 

these discrepancies and this oppression, but so far they have 

not been able to make that an actual fact . 

In the Ba.lka.n states, such as Hungary and Rumania, it 

is not yet apparent that that is even being considered as yet. 

At least there is no indication or it as a government policy. 

We would like to do everything within our power. We, 

have a word for it. It is implicit 1n the difference in our 

two ideologies. ' We believe that the future for the Jews lies 

in their integration into the countries in which they live 

as opposed to a larger extent the ideologies of the Zionists 

that we are a nation unto ourselves and must have a national 

home for that nation . 

Judge Hutcheson: One other question. As ra.r as I have 

gathered it 1snWt germe.ne, or course, to our reference to 

consider the relations in the United States and Great Britain 

between people of Jewish faith, as you call it, o Jewish folk, 
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as it is otherwise called, and others, the question of 

whether there is much or little anti-Semitism jn these 

countries . 

As I .derstand it, Zionism 1 not concerning itself, 

90 

I mean, its prime and complete function is to develop the idea 

that Palestine i the home for he Jew, to take him there, 

and there is n t implicit :in its movement any ef-fort tc s y, 

well, 1n other places the Jev is a separate people, he must 

be a separate people everywhere. They are concentrating on 

the qtestion of having a Jewish state more than they a.re on 

the quest n of eparating the Jev from hia integration in 

other sta.tes . 

They have no program, ha. y, of emphasizing the 

fa.ct that a J , should not integrate himself into the life 

of his country? 

Mr. Rosenwald: I must say thi s, I am not a spokesman 

for Zionism, and my v1eupo1nt there, thererore, must be 

colo ed. 

Judge Hutche on: I didn't quite finish. 

Mr. Rosenwald: I am sorry. 

~dge Hutcheson: So that the uestion won 1t sound 

invidious let me say this. I mean as between Zionism, which 

is a single standard, we might say, o getting people to 

Palestine, and as between your organization, which wants to 
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need be no conflict, since you say one is trying to do one 

thing and one job only, and you think you are trying to do 

both, integrate a well as get them to Palestine. 

1' r o Rosen a.ld: With the qualifications that I gave 

berore let me try and say thl as f irly a. I lmow how, and 

it 111 be open to question on the p rt o t Zionists. 

I should say that the Zionists th ory about that is 

that they believe that ir a state, a Jewish state is set 

up and established with all of its concommitant, such as 

rubs ies and all that, there will be a much better opportunity 

to rad ca.ta such anti- em1t1c feel ng. 

On our p rt e feel t t co 1nuegrat1on of the 
. 

county in which e r- citiz f paramount importance 

nd e beliere t t th ving sep rate ewish state 

a such would ha er rather than help such i tegrat1on. 

As I e it, and, es I ay, it i open toque t1on by 

the Zion! ts, th re 1 a radical d p rture in th. two points 

of e 

Jude Hutcheson: But you dot 1~k ths. Zl.onism has 

something mor in it than merely e tablishing a state in 

Pale tine, they think through that the plight of th Jews 

in all oth r lands will be etter? 

Mr o Rosen al : Certainly I believe that o 

Judg H tcheso : Th ink Zionism 1s not onl a way 

.,, 1 b 1 t th 
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everJWhere. 
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Mr. Rosenwald: I think they think that. I don•t agree 

but I think they think that. 

Judge Hutcheson: You think that that is not the right 

method to produce this integration hich has got to take 

place because the great majority of he Jews are elsewhere, 

you think their method will not help but hinder that situation? 

Mr • Rosenva.ld : It 1s more than a difference or methods . 

It 1s a difference of method but there are basic differences 

1n our viewpoint. I am sure that it would only go into a 

lone, long discussion a.nd a long argwnent if ve tried to get 

those real ftmdamentals expres don both sides, and I don't 

think it pertains over and above what has been said or may be, 

on both sides of the question, to your particul.a.r province 

to go into the various ideologies in minute deta.11. 

Judge Hutcheson: I see. 

Mr. Buxton: Mr. Chairman, one question. 

Judge Hutcheson: Yes. 

Mr. Buxton: Your organization has been critical ot 

the white paper? 

Mr. Rosenwald: Our organization ha.s been critical of 

the first two points of the white paper, the immigration and 

the land purchase. And the roa on we have been critical of 

t l be n C U di cri t ag 1n t u s Jews. 
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Now, in our belief , as Judism i G a religion, we beli eve 

t hat sets up a very bad precedent, an extremely bad precedent, 

if that was the only difficulty , for other countries• immigra

tion laws. If that were accepted as · a proper and jus t way 

of establishing immigration quotas, it could lead t o a very 

disastrous result. 

And primarily we are opposed to both of them on the 

basis of being disciminatory against a religious group. 

Mr. Buxton: You are on ommon ground then with the 

Zionists organization? 

Mr. Rosenwald: No, I wouldnat say even there. We a.re 

not on common ground 1n very n 

Mr. Buxton: Each of y u 

of immifr.!'a tion. 

V 

l ces at a11 . 

a more lib ral policy 

Mr. Rosenwald: Yeso I think Jews almost wiiversally 

are in favor of a modification or a cancellation of the first 

two provisions of the white paper, not on the same g ound 
I 

always, but for one reason or another we almost all believe 

the sa. thing in regard to those fir t two points. 

Mr. B xton: Ea.ch of you believes that l ·'beralization 

of the present land policy is necessary? 

Mr. Rosen ald: The 1nnnigration and the land policy . 

Now, of course, the Zionists include the third provision, 

which we do not . 

F 1" n. 
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I take it that 1our view with regard to the liberaliza• 

tion or the land policy and other policies would apply to 

all countries and not only to Palestine? 

Mr. Rosenvald: It would certainly apply to all countries 

but in the case of Palestine it is specific as militating 

against Jews as Jews. You see, 1n the immigration laws and 

also in the land purchase laws, it is the Jews, which I con

sider a religious group, which are discriminated against 

specifically, and that is why specifically I am against it 

in the white paper. 

Mr. Buxton: One other question. 

Do I gather that your position 1s part+Y due to a 

fear for the future, that at a tim when as a result of the 

wa.r we expect that in every country every individual will be 

given free citizen rights, you feel that the setting up of 

a Jewish state would tend to assist those who would like 

to discriminate against Jews in other countries? 

Mr. Rosenwald: I don't like to put it that way. Those 

who would discriminate against the Jews would do so whether 

they had a valid reason or not. Therefore I don't put it 

in quite the same terms . 

What I would like to do is to have all Jews enabled to 

the best of their ability to int grate their lives with the 

lives of their re lm citizens and I believe that the Zionist 

ot to c no pt r integration 
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ss I see it and probably would hinder such a problem of 

integration. For ·that reason I am opposed to it. 

I wouldn't say that the question of fear enters into 

95 

it in any form. It is simply ab lief that 1n this modern 

day and age t e spirit of the world being what it Js and what 

it might be, I should like to seize that advantage by the 

forelock and ta.ke the greatest possible advantage of the 

world situation today in king this policy of having each 

an every individual sacrosanct as to his right 1n the 

country 1n hich he lives. Anything hich p events that I 

ould eschew . 
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Mr. McDonald: May I aak one question, Mr. Chairman? 

Judge Hutcheson: Yes . 

Mr. McDonald: I think one ot the first statements that 

Council issued contained a clause to the efteot - I haven't 

read it . in some time; I read it when you aent it to me aome 

months ago - that no special provision, I think that wa1 the 

word, need be made tor Jews; 1s that the language, approxi

mately? 

Mr. Rosenwald: Something to that efteot. 

Mr. McDonald: Yes. The argument was that you were asking 

Jewa, aa you have now said, you were arguing tor equality of 

rights everywhere through the world, and that in the light ot 

that no express provision need be made tor Jews. 

Mr. Rosenwald: Yea. 

Mr. McDonald: Now, my question 1a whether you think that 

11 quite realistic in the light ot the unparalleled tragedy 

wh1oh has come to the Jewish, I won't say Jewish people, I 

will say to the Jews; I don•t want to be 1nv1d1ous. 

Mr. Rosenwald: I thank you tor saying that . I have made 

auoh an 1mpreaa1on upon you, sir. 

Mr. McDonald: I was quoting, I think, the two great 

historians, rather than quoting a modest member ot thi1 

Committee. 

My question 1e whether 1n the light ot the tragedy and 

t ex st1 g e yo d 0 in s ec1a 
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prov1s1on need be made tor Jews? 

One might almost imply 1r you aai~ yes to that question 

that this Committee ls a work of supererogation because it le 

set up especially to deal with the Jewish victims of Nazis and 

Fascist persecution in European countries. 

Judge Hutcheson: Are you asking the question and answer

ing 1t? 

Mro McDonald: No, I am not answering it. I am saying 

what would be implied 1f the witness answered "yes" to my 

question. 

Mr. Rosenwald: May I Just talte a memento 

Mro McDonald; H~e you the document to which I referred? 

Mro Rosenwald: Ho, I~ not sure I have, but 1· have 

another here. 

It 1s perfectly true that where certain Jews have suf

fered enormously, which is putting 1t very mildly, but they 

have suffered beyond all help. Everything 1s lost. I think 

as a temporary measure, at any rate where assistance 1s given, 

as 1t has been given to all refugees, or many re~ugees 1n 

foreign countries, that something additional will have to be 

given as temporary assistance to Jews, those who have lost 

everything as compared to those who have not lost everything in 

this holacust. What we have suggested 1s that help should be 

iven, a~e1stance, 1mmed1ate assistance, in proportion to the 

a 
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In other words, while 1t la perfectly reasonable to a,q 

ve want equality, and so oo, we know that 1n certain 1natanoe1, 

where the Jews have lost everything, 1n order to bring them up 

to that equality 1t means that some supplemental help has to 

be given before they are even on an equal statue. 

How, 1r I may, Mr. Chalrlllan, I would like to say just one 

more thing about this equal1ty or rights, because it has been 

mentioned here several times. It also has a bearing on th1a 

subject. It seems to me that Je~s throughout the world are on 

a perteotly tenable basis if they demand equal rights every

where with the right to practice their own religion as they 

see tit, taken by itself, but once you set up a situation 

where yousay we want to get the special privileges 1n one part 

or the world, Palestine, where we have control of immigration, 

where we have a State of our own, and everything necessary to 

build up that State to a place where there 1s a Jewish major

ity, and where that has to be done more or less art1t1cially, 

it it ever is done, it you ask tor special privileges in one 

part or the world how oan you justify equal status in all 

other parts of the world? 

To that extent 1t seems to me that Zionism does hamper 

this idea of equality of rights and privileges tor all people, 

regardless or where they live. 

Major Maningham-Buller: May I aac a question, Mr. 

Chairman? 

• 

• 
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Judge Hutcheson: Yeaft 

Major Man1ngham-Buller: I think, Mr. Rosenwald. you ea1d 

1n part or your evidence, at the beg1nn1ng, that your concept 

or Palestine 1n the future was that those who immigrated to 

Palestine should become Palestinians? 

Mr. Rosenwald~ Right, sir. 

Major Man1ngham-Buller: I suppose you assume equally 

that the Arabs who are in Palestine or come 1n there should 

also submerge their Arab nationality to becoming Palestinians? 

Mr. Rosenwald: Right, sir. 

Major Man!ngham-Buller: On that there are two passages in 

the Peal report, which no doubt you are fam111ar w1th, one on 

page 119, the other on page 1320 I was wondering whether you 

could put forward to assist ue any suggestions whereby th1s 

intesity or national reeling 1n Palestine might be reduced and 

whether you think that 1t 1s really within practical politics 

to secure the merger of the Jew and Arab in Palestine? 

Mr. Rosenwald: I am not sure at all what oan be done 1t 
I 

an attempt is made. I think, and 1t seems to me, sir, obvious, 

that as long as you have these two intense nationalisms on the 

one hand for a Jewish nationalism and on the other hand are tor 

an Arab nationalism you cannot possibly get a situation 1n 

Palestine where the people will be harmonious. The only th1ng 

that it would seem to me that was w1th1n the realm of practical 

po t t y e or C e 
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there have been many changes, there haa been a good deal ot 

water gone over the dam since that report waa made, good aa it 

ia, it seems to me that today, with independence granted to 

certain Arab countries, such as Iraq, and so on, aa an inde

pendent country, that the Arabs might teel differently about 

Palestine as an independent State where all the citizens were 

equal, Arab and Jew alike. On the other hand, the Zionists, 

from their point of view, I could well see, would reject such 

a proposal. But it I may add this, if there is a possibility 

or that, and through such a possibility or establishing an 

independent Palestinian State, that would not be Jewish nor 

Moslem nor Christian, but would be a Palestinian State, I think 

that there would be greater poss1b111ty of aiding 1n the rescue 

of this 100,000 Jews than ts possible today under present cir

cumstances. 

I think the resistance today is perfectly terrific, and I 

believe that the only possibility of getting such a grant, it 

you want to put 1t that way, or such a possibility ot absorbing 

any substantial part of the 100,000 which was mentioned, it 

would have to be under the edict of a tree and independent 

Palestinian State. Ir it can't be done that way I think the 

likelihood of lt being done anyway 1s going to be difficult, 1t 

not impossible. 

Major Maingham-Buller: Do you take the view that no 

matter which nationality is in the majority the future of 
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Palestine depends on the clo~~st collaboration betw~ 0 n Ar~b 

and Jew 1n Palestine and the submerging or their separat~ 

nationalitiea? 

Mrd Rosenwald: If you are going to have a real democracy 

there is no such thing as a permanent majority or a permanent 

m1nor1ty. There ie only su~h things as a majority and a 

minority at a special momento They change constantly. 

Therefore, I can't see why that question should loom ao b1g 1r 

1t 1s to be a truly democratic state. Ac9ording to my concept 

of a democratic state each person ls truly represented, each 

person 1s equal under the rights or law, majorities and 

minorities will vary as circumstances demand, and by so doing 

these Arata and Jews will merge their interests very much 

better if it can be brought about than under either an Arab 

State or under a Jewish State. 

Major Man1ngham-Buller· Thank you. 

Mr. Crum: Mr. Rosenwald, taking your point of view for 

the moment; which I understand 1s that the Jews constitute a 

faith, a religious faith, and assume for the moment that there 

be 1mmigration on such a b~s1s that ultimately, whether by race 

or by religion, the majority or persons 1nhab1ting Palestine 

are Jews, would 1t then be your opinion that there should not 

be set up a state, a democratic state? 

Roeenw ld: May I answ r that in two parts? 

8 
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Mr. Rosenwald: Feeling as I do that a demoorat1c etate 

ehould be set up in Palestine, I think it would be a mistake 

to wait tor such a time as a Jewish maJor1ty could be estab

lished, if ever, or if ever within practical 11m1ts. A number 

or years would undoubtedly be--

Mr. Crum: May I halt you there for a moment? 

Mr. Rosenwald: Yes. 

Mr. Crum: Because, as I understand your answer to Mr. 

M1µ1ingham-Buller'a question, you felt that even 100,000 persons 

going into Palestine would be an extremely d1f~1cult task to 

accomplish peacefully--

Mr. Rosenwald: I do. 

Mr. Crum: Well, would 1t be your view that 1f we were to 

set up, if an independent state were set up along the 11nee you 

suggest, that that state could better ma1nta1n peace than say 

the Br1t1sh Government? 

Mr. Rosenwald: Not at once. Not until it had been funo

t1on1ng for l~ng enough to operate as an independent state. 

Mr. Crum: Well, so that I will understand, would it be 

your view that there should be no immigration into Palestine? 

MrQ Rosenwald: No . 

Mr. Crum: Until a state is created there? 

Mr. Rosenwald: No, but I think that if it was at leaat 

created in concept that these people, if they would go there, 

would go as Palest1n1an citizens with the understanding that 
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they Yould be o1tizena of a Palestinian state" There would be 

more 11kelihoal of being able to get them into Palestine now 

than 1f theycame in as members ot a Jewish state. 

Mr o Crum: Is there any group 1n Jewry, and I have not 

been able to find it 1n writing, which suggests the setting up 

or any state other than a democratic state, in whic~ the rights 

of all citizens 1n that particular area are fully protected? 

Mr o Rosenwald : Well, that ls a little difficult to answer, 

because~ just don ' t believe that if you are going to set up a 

democratic state only when you get a Jewish majority and only 

doing that by artificial means, that you can possibly expect to 

come out with a truly democra tic stat e, in spite o~ the good 

1ntent1ons or those who believe t to day . I Just don't believe 

that is the way to build a democratic state . 

Mr . McDonald : What constitutes artificial means, Mr. 

Rosenwald? 

Mr o Rosenwald · I wonder 1f I may defer that question for 

Just one moment? 

Mr. McDonald : Certa1nly Q 

Mro Rosenwald · Until I am finished with Mr . Crum's ques

tion . 

Mr . McDonald: Yes . 

Mr. Rosenwald : Shall I proceed? 

Mr. Crum· Please pr oceed. 

0 1,ht 
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tormation ot a national Jewish state 1n Palestine, or anywhere 

else, would not be in the beat interest. I think it would be 

in the bad interests ot the Jews living outside Palestine 

throughout the world, as I undertook to indicate to Judge 
• 
Hutoheson 1 s question. 

Mr. Crum: Let me see if I can get at it this way: Suppos

ing the word •Jewish1 were eliminated but suppose also that 

immigration of Jews into Palestine were permitted and that sane 

time 1n the future a majority of the persons there residing 

were Jewish, either on your theory, by faith, or on the 

Zionist position, by race and faith, I assume, would it then be 

your position that there would be anything wrong with suoh a 

state? 

Mr. Rosenwald: Anything wrong with such a state? It 

would be a Palestinian state. 

word? 

Mr. Crum: So that it comes down to the matter of the 

Mr. Rosenwald: No, I don't think so. 

Mr. Crum: No? 

Mr. Rosenwald: I think this: I think, first or all, you 

talk about a Jewish majority, and this gets back to Mr . 

McDonald 1e question as well, you say what do you mean by 

art1f1dal means. I say artificial means of getting that 

Jewish majority 1e taking people from one country or another, 

Europe, the United States, or herever they be, Just so long 
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as they are Jews, and putting them 1nto Palestine, and pro

bably at the same time restr1ot1ng immigration or Arabs, 

although that ls not necessarily inherent, but 1t would be 

much quicker if 1t was done that way, that ls an art1f1c1al 

building up or a population w1th1n a state from without the 

state es well as within the state. 

Therefore, I don't believe that 1s a way or building up a 

democratic state. I believe that ir you are going to build up 

people you should say these people have rights or immigration 

according to certain qud.1f1cat1ons, Just as we do by nation

ality, or any other ttiing, Just so it doesn't get down to a 

rel1g1ous selectlono If you will d that, so that 1mm1grat1on 

ls not, to use a bad word, but 1 expresses 1t a little bit 

better, manipulated, so as to bring about a certain oond1t1on, 

I think a state could be established that would be a truly 

democratic ,state 1n time. 

Ir artif1cial means you try and butld uo one segment or 

the population by such art1f1c1al means you will have extreme 

difficulty 1n establ1sh1ng a truly democratic state when, as, 

and 1r that time 1s reached . 

Have I answered that at all? 

Mr. Crum: You have answeTed it, but 1t seems to me that 

your position 1e slightly 1ncone1stent, shall I say, w1th the 

Balfor declaration . 

r • l .1 t e 
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Mr. Crum, I thought I made it clear in my testimony this 

morning that it it waa round necee1ary to--it you will Ju1t 

give me a moment I will giv~ you that one sentence again--

Judge Hutcheson: As I remember it, you aaid it was neces

sary to alter--

Mr. Rosenwald: Alter or amend any existing commitments. 

At least I am consistent with my testimony even it I am not 

with the Baltor declaration. 

Mr. Crum: That 1e all. 

Judge Hutcheson: I would like to ask you one other 

question. 

There may have been a possibility, when I was asking you 

about the difference between the Zionist's point or view and 

the point or view of your organization, paramounting on the one 

hand the Jewish race as agi 1nst religion, and the question or 

the two citizenships, it may have been the basis tor creating 

an implication that you were, in espousing the view you took, 

were in some way reflecting on the want of patriotism on the 

part of the Zionists, and I am sure that was not your intention. 

Mr. Rosenwald: I might think that but I didn't say it? 

Judge Hutche.eon: No, butthere might have been an impli

cation 1n someone's mind, not 1n yours or mine, that you were 

intending to reflect that, and I Just wanted to give you an 

opportunity to say that you had no intention. 

Mr. Rosenwald· No, I had no intention of reflecting on 
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anybor!y. 

Mr. S1n~leton: I th1nk you hold a different view on what 

1s right for the Jew1sH people as a whole from others, and you 

have expressed that view. 

Mro Rosenwald: I thank you, s1r. That ls exactly right. 

Mro Singleton: Whether one le right or the other is right 

is a matter on which we shall have to deliberate. 

Lord Morrison: May I ask a queet1on1 

Judge Hutcheson: Yes ~ 

Lord Morrison· Mro Rosenwald, is your organization limited 

to the United States of America, or does it extend or, rather, 

are there similar organizations 1n ot~er countries? 

Mr. Rosenwald· We only have U. s. c1t1zens of Jewish faith 

in our organization, Americans of Jewish fa1tho There la a very 

new organization 1n Great Britain that 1s called the Jewish 

Fellowship, which has principles many of which are e1m11ar to 

those held by the American Council for Judism. They are not 

identical but 1n many respects they are parallel with what we 

believe. I wrote to that organization when I submitted my 

brief that they might know what we had submitted here, and I 

have encouraged them to test1~y before your Committee when it 

sits in London. 

Lord Morrison· Thank you. 

Judge Hutcheson: It ink that is all, unless someone else 

ha t 0 
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Thank you, Mr. Rosenwald. 

Mr. Rosenwald: I thank you very much . 

Rabbi Vise: -Mr. Chairman--
. 
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Judge Hutcheson: The Committee has not met in response to 

your request. I thought that Mr. Rosenvald's statement, that 

he meant no reflection on anybody, should be sutfio1ent. That 

is the way it seems to me. We have other people waiting to 

test 1fy. 

Rabb1 Wise: I should require only two minutes, or leas, 

in order to cancel the defamation or the dead and the libel 

upon the living. 

Judge Hutcheson: All right, I will clock you to two 

minutes. 

Rabbi Wise: Clock me to two minutes. 

I shall read the word or a gentleman who most of the 

American members know. Yourself, ror example, Dr. McDonald, 

Mr. Buxton, and former Ambassador Ph1111ps, Justice Brandeis. 

May I read a word or h1s? I have no word or my own to add. I 

owe 1t to hie memory to read these words: 

•Let no American imagine that Zionism is inconsistent with 

Amer1oan patriot1em. Multiple loyalties are obJect1onable only 

1r they are inconsistent. A man is a better citizen or the 

United States tor being also a loyal citizen or his state and 

his city, for being loyal to his tam1ly, profession, or trade, 

ror being loyal to his college or h1s lodge. Every Irishman 
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who contributed towards advancing home rule was a better man 

and a better American for the sacrifices he made . 

•Every Jew who aids in advancing the Jewish settlement 1n 

Palestine, though he feel that neither he nor hie dependents 

will ever live there, will likewise be a better man and a 

better American for doing so. There ls no inconsistency 

between loyalty to Amerloa and loyalty to Jewry. Jewish 

spirit, the product of our religion and experience, ls essen

tially modern and essentially Amer1cano Not since the destruc

tion of the temple have the Jews 1n ep1r1t and ideal been eo 

fully 1n harmony with the country 1n which they live. Indeed, 

loyalty to American demands r ther that each American Jew 

become a Zionist for only through the effect of hie striving 

can we develop what is in us and give to this country the full 

benefit or our great 1nher1tance. The Jewish sp1r1t, eo long 

preserved, the character developed by eo many centuries or 

sacrifice, should be preserved and developed further so that in 

America, as elsewhere, the eons or the Jewish race may 1n the 

future live lives and do deeds worthy or American citizens.• 

Your charity, Mr. Chairman, your kindness, to the witness 

of a moment ago does not cover up or cancel the defamation of 

the dead involving his basic utterance that Justice Brandeis 

and Justice Cordoza, among the dead, were, and I and Justice 

Frankfurter, amon the 11v1ng, and my associates, that we are 

1 y 
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In the name ot 5,000,000 American Jews I resent that 

defamation or the dead and the living alike . 

Judge Hutcheson: I knew Mr. Justice Brandeis. He waa a 

temperate man and a man who had the utmost respect tor the 

views or others. I had the pleasure or calling him my friend. 

I have been to h1e home. I have dined there. I respected him. 

I th1nk his outstanding ~haracter1atio was that he respected 

the opinions or others though they differed with us. 

Mr. Rood: The next witness will be Joseph Beck, or the 

National Refugee Service. 

Judge Hutcheson: You may proceed. 

Mr . Bt·Cl ~ 

STATEMENT OF JOSEPH E. BECK 
N~tional Refugaa Servic6 
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assistance and guidance offered by public spirited organ1za-

t1ons and individuals tothoae who have round haven here hae 

helped them to adjust more rapidly to our American life, to 

contribute to the enrichment of our economy and culture, and 

to participate in our struggle ror national survival.• 
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Continu1ng the quote: 

"You will recall that three yeua ago I auggeated 

that the program ot the :National Refugee .Service mjght 

provide a model or conati-uctive absorption or 1mmjgranta 

into American lite. The record ot accompl1.ahment since 

then under stress ot var conditions bas confirmed that 

view. 

"It is heartening to Jm.ow that due to the ettorts ot 

high-minded men and women our country is prepared to con

tinue the well-conceived and etfective ·program tor aiding 

newcomers to fu·l:r:tll their hope ot becoming good Americana. n 

The program to which President Roosevelt reterred 

is that which we have describ d 1n our memorandum to the 

conmiittee. It is our major purpose 1n placing this .1n1'orma

tion before you to give you a picture of the part that vaa 

played by this program in promoting the adjustment ot 

victims of Nazi persecution in the United States just prior 

and during the war. 

I also hope to leave with you some information as 

to the method by which this was accomplished, since we 

believe that the process operated so ettectively that tew 

people realize that as large a number as a quarter ot a 

million retugeea did enter this country on permanent visas 

during the ten yeal' period 1934 to l944Q 

Judge Hutcheson: That is interesting. It is an 
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unknown fact to me. Do you mean that all of these were 

Jewish refugees? 

Mr. Beck: All or them Jewish? No, sir. 

Judge Hutcheson: You are interested not only in 

Jewish refugees, but refugees generally? 

Mr. Beck: The National Refugee Service is primarily 

interested in Jewish refugees. It has certain special 

div1 ions, such as the refugee division committee, with 

its aid to scholars 8lld so forth, which has been totally 

non-sectarian; there has been the Catholic and Christian 

committee which has done work 1n that sphere. 

Mr. McDonald: Could you tel us what percentage o~ 

a quarter or a million w re not Jews, approximately? 

Mr. Beck: Were not 

Mro McDonald: Yeso 

Mro Beck: About 33 percent. The estimate that I 

believe was me.de, on which you will get testimony from 

Dr. Davie, was about 67 percent Jewish. 

There were three ba ic factors which govern the treat-
• 

mentor these ne comers to our country. One, that these 

persons should not become a public charge . during the 

p~riod or time required by them to achieve economic adjust

ment. That is, to a new country. 

Two, that insofar as it was possible, there should not 

be arge a embli in ports of ent y but that they should 
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be helped to distribute themselves throughout the states. 

and th~ee. that there should be developed neighborly 

responsibility to assist this new group to adjust to new 

vorld culture, that this should be done by creating respon

sible self-supporting committees 1n hundl-eds ot , large and 

small communities throughout our country. 

The results ot these progrsma and these ettorts vill 

be covered by Professor Maurice R. De.vie, a d1st1ngu1.shed 

scholar who is just completing an inquiry into the adjust

ment of re:f'ugee immigrants 1n the United Stateso 

While much detailed information could be submitted by 

us, it is telt that the independent testimony of Dr. Davie 

will probably be better evidenc o 

Mro Justice Singleton: May I ask, 1s your evidence 

directed to that which baa been done, or to possibilities 

for the f'uture? 

. Mr. Beck: This is directed to a process that baa been 

done and a process that is still open tor possibility 1ri 

the future. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: Thank youo 

Mr. Beck: ., It is a method ot operation vhich· still 

exists. I vill explain how it exists 1n ·deal1ng vith the 

Oswego group, and how it can continue to exist to the ex

tent that may be desired o 

Judge Hutcheson: May I a.ak, so that ve may gauge OU1' 
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Mr. Beck: 

minutes here. 

Well., I have only about five or six 

115 

Judge Hutcheson: I see. So your whole presentation 

will probably be inside or an hour, for your group. 

Mro Beck: Without question, I would say it will be 

much shortero 

Mr. Justice Singleton: It is directed to showing us 

what has been done e.nd hat still can be done 1n the 

United States ot America? 

Mr. Beck: It is directed to showing you what he.s been 

done 1n the United States, th process, what has been done 

within our law, end what might continue to be done. 

Judge Hutcheson: Go ahead. 

Mr. Beck: May I repeat again that although we have 

been the largest agency 1n America, that the Catholic 

re:f'ugee committee and the American Christian connnittee have 

been substantial organizations 1n the same field. 

Mr. McDonald: Operating 1n much the same way? 

Mr. Beck: Yes, sir. 

In considering the results ot the program, it should 

be borne 1n mind many of the people involved arrived 1n 

the United States 1n a period ot internal dep~ession. People 

of high cultur and professional attainments found it neces

ary to fit into our ociet and eon 1 at lev l fr 



h5 

• 

• 

• 

116 

below those they had formerly occupied and were able to 

do this to an amazing degree. Ultimately, with the tremen

dous manpower .demands, they did .find theil' way into va:rious 

pursuits for which their earlier training fitted them 

better and made very substantial contributions to America 

.in the Armed Forces, in science and 1n industry. 

The' National Refugee Variety of Welfare .service has 

been described in the brief memorandum which ve have 

given you. One of the important methods of operation.is 

what we call the resettlement process within the United 

States and the immediate current situation at Oswego gives 

me an opportunity of giving you a concrete illustration 

of how th~t would operate 1n the case of a boat entering 

a port and they went into a temporary shelter 

You will recall that the recent directive of the 

President provided for the admission of certain people 

from Europe, a.nd also set up a process for e.dmission of 

924 refugees who, for the past 18 months have been housed 

at Fort Ontario. 

Immigration and Public Health officials are this week 

processing persons at the shelter. Within a week or ten 

days they vill proceed to Niagara Falls, Canada to be admitted 

by the United Council there. 

Simultaneously with the work carried on by Government 

officials n exp ~ienced st ff of ocial worker from the 
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United States is interviewing people 1n the shelter to 

ascertain their ability, desire to learn, which or them 

have friends or relatives 1n the United States 

Local welfare agencies 1n every conmnmity were rela

tives live are now being contacted to obtain assurances 

of their willingness and ability to provide housing and 

otherwise assist· their kin. 

We have also been 1n touch with a considerable number 

of communities where there are well organized local welfare 

services. They are asked to assume responsibility for small 

groups who have no relatives . 

We have assure.noes that a large number will be accepted 

for care o 

Realizing that ma.ny refugees are unfamiliar with the 

opportunity for adjustment in America outside of New York 

and other metropolitan centers, an expert describes the 

resources and advantages of the various parts of the United 

States, and encourages widespread resettlement . 

The examples of successful adjustment made by many 

earlier refugee immigrants 1n villages and cities all over 

the country served as potent arguments • 

It is our expectation, that groups of people as they 

come in from Niagara will have their destination 1n the 

United States already determined for them . 

Prov sion wi ll be made force.re ~ f or transportation, for 
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rela.tives and tlfends orcrganiza.tions to ce.re for them .. 

Wit.ll minor ve.riations, this has been the pattern,, 

When a ship reaches port, temporary group shelter is 

the first step, followed by resettlement processes which 

I he.ve described. On a national level there is a. cont1nu-

8llCe or advice e.nd assists.nee, which may occur 1n the local 

conmnmities. 

It is the success of this program to which President 

Roo.evelt referred in his earlier message which I quoted. 

I have attempted to briefly describe the American 
.. 

method for handling then wcomer . 

There are certain basic truths on which this method 

is rounded. We believe they hol good under any circumstenceso 

First is the importance or concern for the personality 

and culture or the individual. 

Second is the need to have the immigrant play a part 

1n the process, through education and discussion, rather 

then forcing decisions on them. 

We believe the process can continue to have a successful 

operation. There is adequate evidence that Americahe.s 

benefited from the presence of the refugeesQ Even if the 

evidence were less convincing the saving ot thousands of 

American lives by the scientific contributions or some or 

thee people, such as their research on the atomic energy, 

is ample repayment 1'or hat has been done and should encourage 
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maintaining America's traditional role as a haven or 

refuge . 

Judge Hutcheson: I have no questions. 

119 

Mr. Justice Singleton: The witness told me earlier 

that he was saying what could be done within the law. What 

does it come to precisely? 

Mr. Beck: Pardon me, I don't get your question. 

~. Justice Singleton: I am not sure. You haven't 

dealt with numbers or figures at all, have you, except what 

has been done 1n the last tm. yea.rs .. 

Mro Beck: ·we have dealt with what has been done be

cause it has been done within the quota laws ot the United 

States, which are the same as they have been during the 

past. 

Mro McDonald: Perhaps I can clarity what is in Sir 

John9 s mind. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: Yes. 

Mr. McDonald: It I ~ight put a question. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: You understand me better. 

Mr. McDonald: I was a sort of godfather of this 

National Refugee Service . 

With respect to what you read, isn•t this what you 

tried to say to the committee, During this past ten years 

the National Refugee Service organization 1n this country, 

wor king alongside Ca tholic and Christain commit ees, 
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have been agencies to help integrate this quarter of a 

~illion immigrants into American life? 

Mr. Beck: Yes. 

Mr. McDonald: That is vhe.t you have been describing. 

And is it also true you have been, on the basis of that 

record, saying to the committee that the National Refugee 

Service is prepared to continue that work of integration 

1n proportion as immigrants a.re allowed under the le.vs to 

,:ome in? 

Mr. Beck: That is correct. 

Judge Hutcheson: I think you made the further point 

that to the eJttent that the comm ttee can do it, the com

mittee can rely upon the fact that any recommEliations 

they mightmake as to eas~ng up on immigration into the 

United States, it vald not be bad because· their experience 

show that these immigrants are properly and thoroughly 

absorbed . . 

Mr. Beck: I am only privileged to speak within the 

legal requirements at this moment, sir. 

Mr. Crick: Me.y I ask one question? 

In this memorandum there is a sentence which interests 
. 

me very much with relation to a problem raised the other 

day. I am speaking from page 4. Can you tell us what 

territorie that central tracing bureau of UNRRA cove~s 

and v ther hr, e..nv bi an in the or anization or 
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the tracing s7stem? 

Mr. Beck: I don 1 t believe that the total thing has 

been a completed operation 7et, and I am sorry- I can't 

answer th~t question 1n detail. The correlation between 

UNRRA and the American Central Location Index has been 

~ecentl7 completed and its operation is still 1n the initial 

process. 

Mr. Crick: That is something that came into the opera

tion since Mr. Earl Harrison ma.de his report? 

Mr. Beck: So far as timing was concerned, but there 

~as no particular association be.tween the two. The index 

has been 1n existence for a much longer period of time . 

Judge Hutcheson: All right . 

Call the next witneseo 

Mr. Rooi: Maurice Davie. 

STATEMENT OF MAURICE R. DA.VIE 

CO [ITTEE FOR Tffi: STUDY OF RECENT IMMIGRATION 

FROM EUROPE 

Mrv Davie: Mr. Chairman, speaking ver7 briefly regarding 

the experience of the United States w!tn refugee immigra-

tion since 1933, I represent the committee for the stud7 or 

recent immigration from Europe, which is a bod7 of private 

citizens which was set up for the sole purpose of making a 

factual objective impartial study of this movement, end or 

, pre entin the findings to the public. 
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This committee, the initiative 1n establishing the 

oommitteeand its support has come from the five national 

rerugee service organizations, the National Refugee Service, 

which Mro Beck represents~ and in addition the American 

Christian Connnittee for Refugees, the Catholic Connnittee 

tor Refugees, the American Friends Service Committee,and 

the United States CommittEefor the Care or European Children. 

We have carried on a nationwide study 1n which we 

have had the c operation of over 200 organizations throughout 

the co\Ultry. 

In addition to consulting 1mmjg-at1on statistics, and 

Government documents, and reading thousands or case records 

of the agencies that have dealt with the refugees, we have 

gathered a good deal or new material, consisting primarily 

of a questionnaire return. 

We have something over 11,000 returns, vh1ch would 

represent, roughly, a 5 percent sample. 

Then 1n addition we had another special guest1onna1~e 

~tudy on the adjustment or refugees positions, because that . . 

group more than any other had experienced an unfavorable 
• 

reaction within the profession . 

We gathered a good me.ny life stories, some 200 or them, 

from refugees, to get their reactions. 

We ma.de community surveys 1n some 50 communities and 

lnterviewe a g?'eat ma.ny refugees. 
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The main question put up to the committee vas to 

find answers to such questions as hov many refugees have 

~ome to the United States; how has our immigration been 

udministered 1n this period; what have beenthe character

istics of these refugees; where have they settled; what 

effect have they had on Americm. society, and how well 

have they adjustedo 

Ih regard to the matiB' of number of refugees, this 

must be an estimate because OUl' innnigration lavs do not 

have any classification "refugees." All aliens are admitted 

either as immigrants for permanent residence, or as non

immigrants. or visitors. 

From the point of view of the immigrant effect on a 

country, it is the immigrants admitted ror permanent resi

dents who become important. 

The only basis of estimating refUgees is to select 

certain countries for certainperiods, and assume that all 

or most of the immigrants admitted from these countries 

during these times were re.tugeeso 

On that basis, we arrived at the esximate ot approxi

~ately 250,000 refugee immigrants admitted to the United 

States during the period from 1933 to 1944, both years 

inclusive, and these are, incidentally, fiscal years, 

ending June 30. 

The total 1mmi ation from Europe during this period 
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hl3 1933 to 1944 was 365.000 1n round numbers, &nd that from 

,1.ll countries vas 528, 000 . 

The estimated number or refugees would be about 45 
• 

percent of the total immigrating, that America has had 

during this period, and 70 percent of European immigration. 

Mr. McDonald: Will you repeat those figures? 

Mr. Davie: It is estimated that the refugees consti

tuted 45 percent of the total immigration in the United 

States and 70 percent of the European innnigration to the 

United States 1n the period 1933 to 1944. 

Mro McDonald: The total immigration during this 

~eriod is about 600,000? 

Mr. Davie: No. 528,000 om all countrieso This 

t.otal immigration, by the way, was comparatively small, 

~ccording to the entey of American immigration. 

As a matter of fact you would have to go back 100 

7ears to find a volume of immigration as small as the 

,rolume we had during this period 1933 to 1944. 

The main reason, or course, was the economic depres

eion and the war, both or which operated to reduce the 

number of immigrants . 

I should like rurllher to point out that only 16.8 

percent of the quota was utilized during this period; only 

42.l percent of the quot allotted to coWltries or refugee 

1grat1on was utiliz d during thi periodu 
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Now, in addition to these refugee immigrants, a number 

or refugees were undoubtedly included among the visitors 

admitted for temporary stayo 

Official reports indicate that only about 15,000 

:~efugees remain here today on visitors visas. These are 

iue.inly p,ersons who were granted the extension under their 

permits because they were unable to return to their home

la.nd 0 

In addition·, practically 1,000 refugees were admitted 

in 1944 outside of the regular immigration procedure. That 

was a group'tiat was placed in the emergency shelter at 

Oswego. American immigration laws were not altered during 

this period. The entry of refugees, as of other immigrants, 

was limited first by the public charge ruling during the 

depression, that 1s, that no person might be admitted 

1.f liable to be a public che:ttge, later by our wartime regu

la. tions in 1941 .. 

On the other hand, it was facilitated, the entry of 

refugaea was facilitated by some administrative measures, 

such as the admission of unaccompanied children under 

corp,rate affid~vit, and by giving preference under the 

~uota to those able to escape so as to me.lee full use of 

th•~ places available. By which the immigration of some 

2,000 political refugees was facilitated. 

All of this under the Quota . 
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The total number of Jewish immigrants admitted during 

1933-19~\ v&a 169~128, ot vhom 160,718 vere born in 

~urope. Ot the total Jewish immigration, which vas 168.,000, 

fro111 all c•,unti-ies ., 160,000 came from Europe. Only 

8.,000 Jews cam,3 from elsewhere than Europe during this 

:-ieriod.. • 

I p.:>lnted 01.1t thts P•3r1oi is from 1933 to 194 3. There 

are no figures after 1943 on the Jewish immigration that 

ls because th•3 ter.n "Hebrew" which has appeared 1n our 

immigration statistics where they· are classified by 

races or peoples was dropped af~~r the year 1943. 

Mr. McDonald: Wh9.t proportion of that 168,000 were 

from Germ~ny aui Austria? 

Mro Davie: From Germany practically 60 percent. 

57.9 percent. As the countcy or birth. That was -Austria 

to:>. App1.1 03. ~h tn.g 60 per~ent were from Germany. 

Mro McDonald: Most were from Eastern Europe, I 

suppose? 

Mr. D~vie: F~om Pol~ d, Czecho-Slovakia.,·would come 

next, France., then some of the other countries. 

I should like to point out th~t t~ts n~m~er of Jewish 

immigrants we.a about one-hslr. the number that ve admitted 

:lnto this country during the 20 1 s and was o.1y about 

o~a e1~1th of the number admitted in the decade preceding 

·ho "' .., ii-st world watt .. 
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Mro Justice Singleton: One-edght~? 

M:r:- • OJ. v le: Yes • 

1 7 

This total body ot Jewish immigrants admitted in this 

~acent period vaa small compared to other Jewish mov~ments 

-:.~ Je.ish im'm1gra.nts to this country. 

In the 2o•s, the total number vas twice this number, 

over 30:>,000. 

Then g~ing b!.ck to the days of the great immigration 

'ln the United States before the first World War when ve 

,,a1-e r~;~alvl113 p1"acttcally a million immi_gre.nts a year, 

the number of Jewish immigrants coming 1n that period was 

oigat tirnea th,-, number we got in this last period . 

Mr. Justice Singleton: C you tell me approximately 

Mro Davie: Well, immigration restriction was adopted 

... s a permg,nent basis in America in 192-4. 

., ? .:. aw. 

Mt'. Justice Singleton: TheI'e was a change 1n the 

Mro IBvie: The adoption· of a new policy of putting 

~ limitation on the numbers of immigra.nts who might come 

to the United States . 

Judge Hutcheson: Is thg.t only since 1924? 

Mr. Davie: It was tried out first -- we had the 

temporary quota act 1n 1921, e.nd then the Immigration Act 

or 1924 wasp seed a a permanent measu e. 
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Judge Hutcheson: President Wilson vetoed the first 

~~e; and the Johnson Act, vhen va.s that passed? 

Mtt. Crum: I think 1n 1924. 

Mr. Davie: so, fr~m the point of view or history of 

American 1mm1gation ve · had this tremendous immigration, 
• 

proba.'hly th•~ l.g,~g·~st on rs~ord in any country 1n that 

peri~d just before the first World War. 

Mr. Crossman: What was the number or Jews admitted 

na.y 111 191J<:> to 19, 4? You g~ve us a percentage? 
I 

Mtt. McDonald: You said eight times • 

va.s admitted. Let me put it thfs way. 

All immigration in tie Unit d States has fallen orr 

b,3 ~! t1.1i.1:3 or r~atr1ct1on or immigration. The Immigration 

Lav or 1924, put a numerical limitation on the numbers. 

Th•en c>.1m•~ the depression and the war, and immigration was 

~ut down because of those facts to a point wnere it was 

almost to the vanishing point compared to vh~t it had been. 

So tha.t the whole hi tory or im11.lgratt.on 1n the Untted 

:1tates has been on a downws:rd trend. 

Mr. Crossman: I would be right in saying then that 

:.- ,.-o,:i 1900 to say 1914., there was a gigantic Jewish immigra

tion? 

Mr. Davie: That is right. We r~ceived 1n that period, 

I don 9t know, a million o more u 
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Mr. Justice Singleton: I think perhaps we ought to 

have a table on that. I ought to know somettf.ng or the 

J.aw of the United Ste.tea, but I am not familiar with it. 

Mr. De.vie: Following the fi~st World War there was 

e. good deal or restrictive 11tlintgrat1on legislation pass~d 

in which the United st~tes took the lead. 

There has been a t~ndency, follovlrig the first Worl~ 

ira.r to shut the doors tighter. 

Mr. Phillips: Let me ask you, isn•t it true th~t 

.rollo\l:t113 th,l3 fil'.'at World War and until the legislation 

-·ent into effect, there was a rapid increase? 

• Mr. D,3,vle: Yea., a ve~ r pid increase following the 

-nd or tbe first World War and the resumption of transporta-
' 

tio~ facilities. 

Immigration began to clinlb·at such a rate that it was 

thought that it might produce this huge volume that existed 

hetore and then the sentiment of Congress became strongly 
I 

in favo?' of re~t leting 1mri1 .g£'e.tion beginning with 1921. 

With rega~d to the Jewish it11nlgl'ation, 1n addition 

to these 60-odd thousand admitted as immigrants during 

this period, I might point out th~t 43,944, exclusive of 

Government officials, and returning residents, were admitted 

Ni)~, if all the Jewish innnigrants and visitors from 

1933 hrough 1943 wer re hich is unlikely, I think 



hl9 

• 

• 

• 

130 

undoubtedly the majority were., but not all, but they a.11 -

if they all were., the tot9.l wo--.ild b,:3 212,072 • 

A word about the characteristics of the refugee immi

srants., and they contrast shat'ply wlth oth,~r and earlier · 

1mm1gr-ants. 

The .re:fugees a~e essentially a group of people who 

ilould not norm.9.lly hg,ve im,nigrated, but who left their 

homelands b9cause of actu~l or anticipated persecution. 

In th,~ da.y•.i or ma.s.3 irn,a tgra t1on, the typical immigrant 

vas an une. tte.ch,~d young e.dul t me.le of the laborer, artisan, 

~r ser~an~ class. 

Recent immigrations,especially refugees., show a more 

even distl'ibution of the sexes., e. larger proportion of 

persons over 45 yea~s of age, e. larger proportion of married 

persons, ann h•~nee or fa.n.tly g.<-oups., and a larger proportion 

of professional, commercial., and skilled workers, ani or 

p~~sons wlth no occupation; the latter group comprising 

~1ousevives., children, and old people who have retired. 

B1 far., most of the adult refugees had gone beyond 

th•~ elementary school level, and. neat'ly hg,lf hg.ri attended 

,:ollege or g:re.duate schools o 

They a~e p imarily a city group with a cosmopolitan 

o.1tlo,,1c, m,..m:,- of th•lm having come from the larger c1 ties 

c.f tha continent. 

A cons id re.b e nu11f'oe of th•~ h d t ~a1T1::llei w ldely • and 
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k.~e. le.ng~agas other than thei~ owno 

The dlst:i-ibution ot refugees throughout the United 

.3tat'9s co11· .. •~ap,>~is clo.sely to that or the total roraign 

'born p,~pi:ile.tion, with a concentration 1n the Ee.st., parti

~t1lg.l'ly N•3'1" Yo:rk, N,ev Jersey, Pennsylva.nia, and Masse.ch 1setts. 

In t'he Middle West, especially Ohio., Il11no1~., Wisa>nsin 

,\nd Michigan; e.nd the far West, e.sp,3:~18.lly C9.lifornia. 

They have settled mostly in the larger cities, although 

a good m~ y live in small tovns and rural areas. 

In no city do the,- c,:>u,,t tt,1te a .1 m,1ch as one percent 

.:.,r the total pop,~lation. The largest center is New York 

C 1 t,- vhera tnay.t' n"'l'n"oer ls ei3 :t-m~ ted at 70 t,, 80 thousand . 

The di.str but1on of r'3fu e t hroughout the country 

h~s been determtned lg.rgely by the location or their frien1s 

~nd ralatives; job opportunities, and the resettlement pro

St'a.,'l.l or t'h•~ V3.l'iou service agencies. 

With rega~~ to occupation~l adjustm9nt, the refugees 

~1a.ve tended to follo the s . .9,m,3 type of occupation here they 

h~d e gaged in abroad., me.inly 1n business., the professions., 

~le .1 al WO!'k, and in skilled labor, ·in tht ran".ting order. 

Alth~ugh many at first were forced to accept men1~1 

jobs., t~e great ajority a~o no~ 1n the same occupational 

<:latt9gory for which th,1y w,~re t>'.'ained. 

That is ., tho who ere not prvfes .sio. t3.l . Ta,-, t(tansfer

~b1 1 ~ of sk i l l h~s been mo m~rked in e ca e of skilled 
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vo::-kars a.n-i of some of the pr.:>tessto::i,. 

At tne time of the questionnaire study, practic~lly 

i~ll we~e gdinfully employed, well over 90 percent, although 

~;ften it was not in the specific field for vhtc~1 the1 we:re 

t1Jain,~d abroad. 

Practically all were self-supporting and the great 

rne.j ori ty wel'a dep,3nti•~n.t on their earnings. Only a small 

~,inority h~vlng iri addition income from savings or invest-

Tll•~ typical weekly wage was $20 to $40 for WO!ll•~n 

: nd $50 to $75 for men. Only a tiny percentag,3 hg,d fatled 

to mike an economic a.djustm-ent and were dependento These 

El'era mainly ca es of old people, th•~ s tck, a.ni broken 

families. 

s~me of the refugees brought over capital with them 

:.-tnd est~b11sh,~d bus.tness enterprises. While they give 

em .. oloym•aj, t to so:ne refugees, they employ a much gr-ea.t~r 

nunhe or n>'tttva Am,9r1cans. A special study which ve made 

~hows their employees run about 80 percent Ame~lc~n to 20 

p,3r ant refugees. 

The capital invest~ent a.gain in this special study 

-1e h,\va mt\d•~ ot s~1ve.t."fJ.l h ,111tir-ad business ente rpr1ses 

~stabli~f:,.,~d by ratugae ill the Nev York area., shoved that the 

~~pl ~1 in1e. tn~ t va~1e from under $100.,000 to over 

rJ. mill o d ,:lllB. l'.' • 
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In numerous instances they have brought with them, or 

develop.sd he~"o n,~. p1-:'0•}e3.ses, and started the manufacture 

of produ,:ts heretofore unknown here or imported, suc'h ai, 
. 

ar.~.ent1fic instruments, precision tools and synthetic 

r,roducts. 

Mg,ny manufacturers hg,ve pro:iu.ced a,:-ticles e,3.,~ntie.l 

· ·to t'he wa.-r effort. So:::ne a-re cat'rying on here an export 

import business wh1c~ they h~d previously developed 1n 

Europe. 

In regard to their social and cultu'l'e.l,e.djust;n,?nt, 

t.h13 r0~3aa3 hg,ve adjusted to a much g-reater extent and 

:t11. a shorter period of time tha.n was the CA,1:~ of other 

1"mnlg.~ants or earlier decade. This has been facilitated 

ill' prompted by their smg.11 nun":> 1,rs, rel3t1ve to the total 

population of th,~ country, their wide distribution, tneir 

o-~ .. 'l•3r1or edu,cational and cultural background and their 

'1"3 itte to become assimule.tedo 

The7 te ~l to l ilTe in Ame~ice.n neighborhoods than in 

:tmntg.rant c,,lonies, tr.> aBso~i'l.te more with native Americans 

t~i\n wlth th~1-r owa group, or otJ.er recent immigrants and 

to belong prima'l'ily to orge.ntzatioi:143 with a pred-,1D.tn:in 1°'ily 

They h~ve 1ntermau1ed v1th native Americans to a greater 

~:ere a s Ol't t1TD-~. It 1 sg,fe to .g,y that no other non-En ll.s 
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>~.t1'1 :3:) ,7•~1.1 1,. 11. c~l,.n1,~~at 1-Vd p.lrioi of time. 

• Many reasons aec~Uc~t for this, including the superior 

• 

• 

outlook, thoi't' reeling for l.ang~age, , end the htg;1 v•J.11.19 

Thay read m~1nly English language newspapsra, andm 

~ng11sh is the language commonly spoken in the home. The 

only exception is ve 7 old people. 

Fifty percent or the refugees who replied to th~ ques-

·1ho h.'3.v•a not applied is neglig.lble . 

or th,.:1e el1glb1e to meet t e citizenship ra.qu1't'am:,n.t?3 

for five yes.l's or mora., 82.7 percent have att,g,ine.i clti~en

zhlp, and the rest are in various stagas o~ attaining ito 

The refugee community proved itself to be overwhelming

ly on the s tde o ~ dem,)cra.cy a: rl a:tde.d. in tha war effort 

,.,liens as :fully 11R.'ble to St~rvlce as cit tzens. 

Eligible refugees, aliens anti citi~en11 alike, therefore, 

entered the e.1:1m ,d fo 111~ea t,, th,~ 9 .9.me extent as native 
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According to a study conducted by the National Jewish 

Welfare Board 1n 27 widely scattered cities, the percentage, 

34 percent, of male refugees of military age serving 1n the 

armed forces was almost exactly the same as tm.t for the 

total number of men 1n the armed forces 1n the United 

According to the questionnaire returns or the Study 

Committee, 33 percent of the male respondents of military 

age were 1n the armed forces. 

Mr. McDonald: Mr. Chair , I wonder if . the rest or 

the connnittee are as dumb as I about understanding figures 

when they a~e read off seriatum. Of course, you two judges 

I am sure, can follow it. 

I a~ wondering if it wouldn't be more effective if 

the witness .submitted that as part or his memorandum, 

the statistical data, so that it would be w.ithin the com-
I 

prehension or the more limited members of the committee. 

Judge Hutcheson: I supposed he was going to submit 

it., But those percentages are pretty revealing. Are you 

going to submit a memorandum? 

Mr. McDonald: I as overwhelmed by the figures~ that 

i al. 



h25 

• 

• 

• 

Mr. Davie: I will make it less statistical. 

Mro Justice Singleton: I think the main figures 

could quite easily be put on a table. 

136 

Judge Hutcheson: Aren't you submitting something in 

connection with your testimony? 

Mro Davie: Well, we are in the process of ~riting 

up the findings of our study. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I think it would be much 

more convenient for us were ve ·to have it 1n writing. 

I can't carry all of the figures. 

Mr. Davie: We did get out this little pamphlet 

hitting some of the highlights. But we will have a manu

script of our final report, which we will be glad to submit 

to your committee; our published report will not be out 

until June or July. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: If we could have the highlightso 

I think that would help. 

Mr. Davie: I will be glad to submit it. 

Judge HUtcheson: Yes. 

Mro Iavie: I was just giving some evidence of the 
• 

degree of adjustment of the group. It does not need to 

be quantified. 

Judge Hutcheson: I understood you were not trying to 

make a point of precise figures. You were making a point 

of the effect or those figures, and I thought I got it petty 
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they? 

The quantitative figures are not very important are 

Mr. De.vie: No., they can very well be submitted. 

Judge Hutcheson: You me.y proceed. 

Mr. Invie: I would like to mention one figure 

though. It is quite interesting., I think. 

The refugees were already g~ared to the necessity 

137 

or fighting for a democratic way of life and some of them 

had a special and personal reason for fighting Naz11sm. 

Me.ny of them rendered special services beaause · ot their 

intimate knowledge of the languages, culture, psychology, 

industries., public utilities, and grography or enemy 

countryo Those who remained at home contributed generously 

to the various war activities on the home front. Nine

tenths of them having bought var bonds., and one-third having 

ma.de blooi donations to mention just the more striking 

contributions or services. 

Important contributions were made by scientists and 

highly trained technicians, including work on the atomic 

bomb., either in Government services., or 1n private 1ndustrieso 

The vast majority of the re.tu.gees 1n the United States 

have no intention or returning to Europe. They are content 

to remain here and aregrateful tor the freedom and oppor

tunity that thi country provides. Their hopes., especially 
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for their children are nov centered here. 

The break vitb the pa.st is definite and final. This 

was the reaction of 96.5 percent of those vho replied 

to the questionnaire. This extraordinarily high indication 

of permansicy is characteristic of the refugee type of 

1nunigration. 

Throughout our history immigrants who came here to 

escape persecution and oppression have remained to a much 

greater extent tha.n have immigrants whose motive 1n coming 

was to improve their economic condition. 

The refugees comprise a.n utterly negligible proportion 

of the total population of this country. They have not 

offered serious competition to Americans nor endangered 

their way of lite. On the contrary, they have had a 

beneficial influence upon this country out or proportion 

to their numbers. 

This derives from the fact that it has been primarily 

a quality type of immigration. I.f I may cite one fact: 

It is significant that despite the short time they 

have been here, at least 100 of them have attained the 

recognition of being listed in Who's Who 1n America and 

some 225 1n American Men of Science. 

This is more the.n double the number they should have 

1n the same ratio to general population that applies to 

native Americans ere to be pplied to them. The refugees 
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In busbess they have started nev types of enterprise, 

stimulated existing ones, md developed new markets. 

In industry they have introduced new processes and 

produced articles heretofore unknown or not manufactured 

here. Moreover, in both these fields they have brought 1n 

capital and created job opportunities for Americans. 

A considerable number of refugees, being highly 

skilled workers have contributed their skill towards the 

advancement of various American industries, notably those 

producing diamonds, jewelry, plastics, textiles, f'urs, 

leather goods, and food specialt e. 

In the field or arts and letters, they have introduced 

new forms of expression and significant works; 1n drama 

they have created many outstanding and essential plays 

and motion pictures. 

In scholarship, they have extended thebounds of know-

ledge, and 1n science they have made important discoverieso 

Judge Hutcheeon: Any questions? 

Mr. Crick: I have a question . 

MrQ Davie, on page 6 I am mystified by some figures 

where you give the number of refugees admitted at one time 

or another into the mot important refugee receiving areas. 

That pa e 6 of you boo let . What period are · ou speaking 
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or there? ,, 

MrQ Davie: That would be varying timeso They were 

culled from a great variety of sources and reports. 

For example, letas take Great Britain. These are 

all very rough. Nearly every estimate I have seen has 

bean different. At one time or a.nother the total number 

or refugees admitted to Great Britain was 140,000. 

In Great Britain there has not beBn at any one time 

140,000. 

Mro Crick: That is what I va.nted to get at. These 

are largely transit figures? 

Mr. l)l.vie: Yes . 

Mr. Crick: These 8.l'e tr sit figures, and may be 

taken as relating to the period of, let us say, post-Hitler, 

o is it to the entire Christian era, or what? 

Mr. De.vie: It is all since 1933. 

Mr. Crick: All since 1933? 

Mr. De.vie: I have forgotten for the moment the sources 

of these. Some came from official reports. I think we 

got some from the League of Nation reports, and the like. 

Mr. Crick: One other question, and which is a much 

more difficult one, because it is not so much a question of 

fact, but I think your findings might help the connnitteeQ 

9n the top of page 27, you 

anti-Semitism 1n this country." 

peak of "the extent of 

On page 21 you speak o 
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ve.:-ious di crimintions age.inst refugees, notably the 

medical p~ofession, but also by other professions 

I would like to lmow wh t youi finding is as to the 

b sis of that discrimination. Are he discriminations 

exe1ci ed pri a.rily and predominantly again t refugees 

o a . inst fo eigner , or age.inst eli s s.s J s? 

Mr. Davie: You et some o all of it I mean, all 

or aeto ~ com ., 1.. 1., 

Jom or it is def1n1t ly anti emit c. Some arises 

fro pro es 1 nal compe~ tiono Ju e. like of outsiderso 

rt tie 1n with g n ral ti-al_en ad anti-competitor, and 

t - e 1 h, s,nt - yth l , te r ones particular 

an mc.iti may b o 

Thy a e all m gled int 

in u~ repl~e t que tionnair 

e 

they exp~rience d crimination, au 

int the c nne tion, in conne tion 

We hav r r ex mple, 

omething as to wh , ther 

w broke that dawn 

1th finding a job, 

yo reJ e.tio s wit your fella - ployee ... ., 1n f:!nding 

pla e to 11v, ho did you e e 1 ce di r1m1nation. 

We fin.. < ·t only e Jovi h 

ei g bout rcent 

:t C 1nat1 n nd prej dice. 

T kin lit le differe t for 

tort· e pit e of 1 o i 

l . 

gees, ut the Chl1istian 

et g t 1 some 

in o e case a.nd another. 

or fear, distrust, 

C an 
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competing with them. 

There has alva7s been a certain amount ot that senti

ment concommitant vith immigration. 

Mro Crossman: Mr. Davie, it has been alleged that if 

a further group of Jewish refugees were permitted to enter 

America. it vou1d prejudice the position of the Jewish 

communities here. 

Would 7our report on the basis of your report., vou1d 

you think that was so? 

Mro Davie: I would say that the factor of numbers 

w.ould be very important in ito I would say that to admit 

a great number of any group into this country or any other 

country., would cause difficulty. The number that is admis

sible under our lava as they are nov, wouldn't look for any 

specific difficulty. 

Mr. Crossman: Would tat partly depend on the dispersal 

you·made? 

Mr. Davie: Oh, yes, I thinlc that is a very important 

and again a factor of numbers. 

Any undue concentration of any foreign group 1n the 

country, any country, always produces special difficulties 

and relations are definitely improved as the minority group, 

the newcomers are spread much more evenly over the countrJ. 

The resettleJEnt program, I think, is veey important 

and is doing valuable work along that line. That is, largely 
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settling the refugees away from Nev York, where nine-tenths 

of them land, 8lld more than half of them would tend to 

remain, and would remain if they weren't assisted into 

getting out into other sections q 

Mr. Crossman: Supposing that in the next four yea.rs 

the quotas available from Europe were almost entirely 
. 

used for persons of the Jewish raceo Would that 1n your 

view endanger the likelihood of anti-Semitism 1n this 

country? 

Mr. Davie: It, of course, would be made a great deal 

of by certain groups and organizations 1n this countryo 

I vould say it certainly, for strategic and other 

reasons should not be announced as a policy of permitting 

only Jews. 

Mro McDonald: Would it be possible., under the law, 

27,000 out of 39,000 mentioned 1n President Truman's dir3c

tive being the Gertttan quota -- isn't that right? 

Mr. Davie: Yes. 

Mtto McDonald: That means people born 1n Germany . .So 

I don•t think it is conceivable that ywwould have 27,000. 

I will ask the witness whether it would be conceivable 

that you could have 27,000 people of German birth, Jevs and 

all the rest, over a period of four years, who would come 

vithin the category of refugees. That would be more than 

a hundred thousand of Germ~n nationallty. 
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Mr. Davie: No. I vow.d say there are detin1tel7 

not that many German Jews left 1n Europe . 

Mr. Crossman: Jeva ot German birth? 

Mr. Davie: Yea. 

Mr. Crossman: Despite the scattering of them over 

Europe and Great Britain. 

Mr. De.vie: Yes. 

Mro McDonald: They are not eligible to use the other 

quotas. 

Mro Crossman: So that a very substantial percentage 

or the distressed peoples of Europe could 1n fact be moved 

under the existing law? 

Mr. De.vie: Yes. I :forget vhat the quota would be. 

you would have to figure up the quotas tor all of the 

countries coming 1n under the distressed areas. 

I :forget what it would be but it would be ssy to figure 

that quota out. 

Mr. McDonald: I have seen the .figure that probably 

not more than 156 000 would be admitted a year . . I mean 

re'fugees the.t quality, of the 39,000 mentioned 1n the 

Truman memorandum . 

But that I don 1 t put .forth as a .fact. 

Mr. 03.vie: That is probably referring to the quotas 

1n these other countries. It wouldn't add up to much. 

Judge HUtcheson: Is there a.n,-thing else? 
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Major Ma.nninghatn-Buller: I have one question., Mr. 

Cha.irme.n • 

I think I understood the figures you mentioned. One 

was 1934 to 1944., 16.8 percent of the quotas from Europe 

vas utilized. 

Mr. Davie: Yes. 

Major Menningham-Buller: Then you said 42 percent 

of the quota allotted to countries of refugee immigration 

was utilized .for refugee immigration. 

Mr. Davie: . Yes. 

Major Ma.nningham-Buller: What was that 58 percent? 

Mr. I8v1e: I donWt knov that I follow you. Those are 

two different sets of figure. One is taking all the world 

into consideration. All of the quotas. Only 16 u8 percent 

of the quotas permissible was actually utilized. If we take 

the countries of refugee immigration, those countries used 

42 percent of their quotas . 

Major Manningha.m-Buller: What does that 42 percent 

repre ent 1n figures? 

Mr. Dlvie: You mean the actual number who came in? 

Major Mann1ngha.m-Buller: Yes . 
I 

Mr. Davie: I don't have those .figures. 

Major Menningham-Buller: Perhaps you could f'urnis.h 

those. 

Mr . Davie: Yes. I can furnish those. 
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Major Mann1ngbam-Buller: On yOUl' laat aJ111Yer of 

16.8 percent, I aee 1n your pamphlet on page 10., it aaya 

only 16.8 percent or the total number or all aliens 1 or 

the total number or aliens from Europe adm1as1ble under 

our ~uota law have entered the United States. 

Mr. Davie: Yea., it would be just about the same 

whether you take Em- pe or not•. Europe has practically 

all or the quotas o Ninety-nine percent ot 1 t. The quota 

doean 1-t apply to Nev World countrieso It is practically 

the same thing. 

Major Manningham-Buller: You could let us have the 

figure.,, the numbers., the actual numbers? 

Mr. Davie: Yea, I ce.n give you., if you like the 

percentage or the quota that was used by each country 

each yearo 

Major Ma.nn:lngham-Buller: Not percentages. 

Mr. D~vie: Actual numbersf 

Major Ma.nningham-Buller: Yea. 

Mr. Davie: All right. 

Judge Hutcheson: Thank you. 
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The next v1tness. 

STATEMENT OF LELAND So ALBRIGHT, REPRESENTING 

FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE OF NORTH AMERICA. 

Judge Hutcheson: You may proceed, Mr .. Albright·. 

Mr. Albr ight~ Mr. Chairman, some months ago the Federal 

Council of the Churches of Christ in America, the Home 

Missions Council of North America, and the Foreign Missions 

Conference of North America appointed a joint committee to 
, 

study the Jewish refugee problem in relation to Palestine . 

We were asked for our opinions and ve thought ve ought to 

have som3 conviction about the matter o, 

Conferences vere held with Zionists, vith non-Zionists, 

and with Arabs in and nbout Nev York Cityo The report which 

is before you, "The Palestine Question -- a Christian 

Position," vas sent to the parent bodies for their action last 

·Augusto The statement vas adopted by the Home Missions 

Council subject to its approval by the other tvo bodieso The 

Committee of Reference and the Council of Foreign Missions 

Conference approved the statement and sent copies to con-

stituent members and made it publ1co The Executive Committee 

of the Federal Council of the Churches voted to receive the 

statement and to authorize its publication for the information 

of its constituent members. 

r u McDonald: It did not adopt it, did it? 

b " A br gh t ~ N c o! e t tem tap red in 
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the Federal Council's bulletin ot October 27, 19-5. 

As a member of the Joint Connnittee,appointed b7 the 

Foreign Missions Conference, I have been asked to supplement 

the statement with a brief presentation this afternoon. I do 

so as a Canadian citizen for the Foreign Missions Conference 

and the International Missionary Council, of which it is an . 

affiliate, in the hope of presenting the general attitude of 

the Protestant Christian missions as I understand it, and I 

speak not as an expert but as one expressing a point of viev 

for a group as far as I am able to understand that point of 

view . 

Our right to speak ariaes from the fact that Protestant 

Christian missions have been at vork · in Palestine for over a 

hundred years. 

The last statistics available are as of 1938, but in 

view of my predecessor's experience and the fact that you are 

running behind schedule, I omit the statistics and vill submit 

them to the members of the committee for your use. Suffice 

to say that various societies have been working in Palestine 

and are listed. 

The United Missionary Council of Syria and Palestine vas 

formed in 1919, and the Near East Christian Council, including 

Egypt and Iran, in 1924, with representatives from 36 foreign 

societies. This organization is a .constituent member or the 

International Mi sionary Councilo 
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Protestant Christian missions in the Syria-Palestine 

vork along the following lines: evangelistic, educational, 

medical, and philanthropic. Evangelistic vork is by no means 

confined to a narrov proselytism abut aims to strengthen the 

ancient Eastern Orthodox churches, long indigenous to the 

country, and to raise up vigorous Protestant Christian churches. 

In a predominantly Moslem area, progress is of necessity slow. 

As of 1938 there ere 1n Syria 43 organized churches and 95 

other places having regular services, with 7,381 communicant 

members, and in Trans-Jordan 35 organized churches and 88 

other places having regular services, ~1th 7,061 communicant 

members. 

I will forbear reading the statistics. 

Similarly, for education, medical work, and philanthropic 

work, as vell as the foreign missionary staff in the field as 

of 1938 . 

Now, the above record, h1ch vill be taken as read, does 

not constitute proprietary rights in the Holy Land, but rather 

moral interest and a spiritual stake in the peace, prospe~ity, 

and general elfare of the Bible lands and a legitimate concern 

that this area should not become a bone of contention, much 

less the cockpit of the Near Easto That this is a real possi

bility 1s evident from current events, and I shall return to 

tr ~e . 

e y te~ , e 1 
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Council and of its · constituent members is a vorld evangelism. 

But that _does not mean that Protestant Christian missions are 

indifferent to questions of humanity and justice, far from it . 

Conferences on the Christian Approach to the Jews were held in 

Budapest and Warsaw in 1927. Growing out of the World Mission-

ary Conference at Jerusalem in 1928 and the meeting of the 

Committee of the International Mi~sionary Council at Williams

town in 1929, a Committee on the Christian Approach to the 

Jevs vas organized vith Dro Conrad Hoffmann as director. Fur

ther conferences on the Jewish asp .. ct of Christian evangel_ism 

were held at Atlantic City in 1931; at Old Jordans, England, 

in 1935; and at Vienna in 1937 . N t only so, but during and 

after both World Wars this com ittee has worked for the relief 

of Jews in various parts of Europe. 

In the case of the present European refugee problem it is 

bvious, though it needs to be repeated often, that of the 

10,000,000 or more displaced person in Europe a relatively 

small proportion are Jevs, possibly 15 percente But the Jevs 

vho have taken refuge in Switzerland, Franoe, Belgium, Holland, 

Great Br1 ain have been oared for during the var, at consider

able acr1fice and danger in many c es, and the assumption 

should be that they will continu to be aided as required. Of 
. 

the Jevs in central and eastern Europe, Dr. Leo Baeok, Chief 

Rabbi of Germany, stated ta lunch on in N v York on 

ht frow 8, O to 10, J~O re in in rmany, 10,000 
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to 12,000 in Austria, 80,000 in Poland, 120,000 Polish Jevs 

in Russia, 150,000 in Hungary, and another 150,000 in Romania . 

Taking the average of the tvo figures for Germany and Austria, 

this vould give a total of 520,000 or considerably less than 

the 560,000 in Germany before the ar. Moreover, Rabbi Baeck 

reports that many .of the remaining J vs 1n E rope are old 

people~ This means that they shou d not be evacuated from 

Europe, unless they have relatives abroad able to take care 

of them, and not until contact can be establ1 bed vith these 

relati es abroad, a process h1ch 111 take months and even 

years on the part of the Commie ion for International Refugees . 

Undoubtedly a remn nt of thes people ha e no relatives 

ho can be locat d and they 11 have to be cared for in old 

people ' s ho es. In justice this ould be at thee pense of 

the governments under hich the have been treated so shame-

fully, but 1t may be kinde for or d Je ry 

responsibility .. 

assume thi 

Agajn, not all of the rema1 g able-bodied Jevs in 

Europe vill vant to leave the land nere they and the r fore-

bear have lived so long. True, th ir memo ies of the past 

-· re by no man uniformly plea ant nd their recent experiences 

h ve been terrible beyond descri tio . But no, for the 

first time, there is the possibility of better treatment 

de r c j en d o ti for 

t e art i cul r a 1 ,1 • 0 V O f th t ey 
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cannot endure to go on living vhere they have suffered so much, 

some vill vant to join relatives, whether in North or South 

America or in Palestine, and some 111 want to go to Palestine 

whether they have relatives there o not. 

President Truman's recent or er to expedite the admission 

of refugees into Mhe United States and the dispatch or officials 

of the Immigration and Colonization S rvice, the Passport Divi

sion of the tate Department , and the Public Health Service, 

opens a door of hope and sets a splendid example to the govern-

ments of other countries. But it 111 hardly provide an out-

let for more than 20,000 by June 30, when further action vould 

be necessary. The opening of u u d quotas covering recent 

years vo ld provide larger relief, but since the quotas nor

ally go by countries, that does not necessarily meet the need 

where it is greatest. However, a y help is worth while. 

As for Palestine, that little country of 10,500 square 

miles has already done its share, d much more, in providing 

a refuge for over half million Jevs during the last 25 years, 

.including an extra 75,000 for good measure after the applica

tion of the policy outlined in the British White Paper in May, 

1939. If other countries had don swell in proportion to 

their area, resources, and existing population, the refugee 

aspect of the Jevish problem vould have been solved ere this. 

But, of cour e, everyone k o that the Jewish problem 

:ts n t Jl I' rug e p b I , s a que. ion of home for 
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a people vithout a country of their ovn, a stateless people, 

in part an uprooted and homeless people. The desire for a 

national home and a political state is a natural one and legi

timate, ff it can be achieved it out injustice to others and 

without · sowing the seeds of strife to result in further vars. 

Hovever, it is xoeedingly doubtful if a home for the 

2,000,000 Jes of the world could be found. It is equally 

doubtful if any large percentage of the 5,000,000 Jes in the 

United States or the 450,000 in Great Britain want to leave 

the countri s here they have made their homes to st •ike 

their roots in some ne land. Obviously they realize that 

Palestine can ot in any foresee b future provide such an 

inclusive home, even if there no Palestinian population 

there already. 

Palestine is just too sma 1, nd it la~ks the natural 

resources to provide such an inclu ive Je ish homeland. More

over, it alresdy has a population hich pre es hard upon its 

available resources, a popu ation h1oh is ro ing at a phe

nomenal rate, over 66 percent from 1920 to 1940, or about 

four times that of Egypt (P lest1n 1922-35, 50 . 1 percent; 

Egypt 1923-35, 13 percent). Meanvh1le the Je 1sh popu ation 

in Palestine lre dy n bers o er one-third of the total. 

Obviou ly, if Pal is to b come a J~vi h state for even 

a fract1on of the Je 1sh people an a super-state for all, it 

th t: 



• 

• 

• 

g8 154 

(1) There must be unlimited and continued immigration, 

including the recruitment of non-refugees, since the available 

1mmigrant,s among the half-million remaining Jevs in central 

and eastern Europe would not provid and maintain a majority. 

Thus, in spite of denials, Zionist leaders s eek to recruit 

young Jewish colonists in England and the United States. e.g., 

Mr. Louis Lipsky at o Zionist rally in New York as reported in 

The Nev York Times of January 3, 194 . 

(2) There must be increased purchase of land, limited 

only by the available acres Yhioh can be utilized profitably 

or even unprofitably, requiring large and continuing subsidies 
, 

from abroad .. 

(3) This means, on the one had, disillusionment and 
I 

resentment on the part of the disin erited Arab peasants, 

leading to local violence by vay of reprisal and appeals to 

the neighboring Arab states for sympathy and for redress 
, ' 

vhether by boycott or armed int rve tion. 

(4) On the other hand, the artificial success of a 

policy or heavily subsidized colonization leads inevitably 

to the alternative of "expand or explode." The outcome is 

sure to be a demand on the part of the Jewish national state 
I 

for still more lebensraum, including ultimately all of the 

territories included in the old king om of David and Solomon. 

(5 Th YOU . 1 h J t e g n t nde-

penc nt Lebanon and Syria and cane encroachment on th 
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mandate of Trans-Jordan, ostensibly on its own way to inde

pendence. 

(6) After Great Britain has surrendered its mandate in 

Iraq and France her mandate in Syria-Lebanon, for Palestine 

to try to expand at the expense of her independent neighbors 

,ould be an intolerable situation, which vould set the vhole 

Arab vorld aflame~ 

{7) Of course the United Nations Organization vould be 

expected to prevent such a dangerous outcome, but vhy allov 

such a dangerous situation to develop? 

(8) Meanvhile, . Jevs outside of Palestine would have a 

dual loyalty, likely to encourage anti-Semitism, and vould be 

cal~ed upon for m.terial support and political aid to the 

Jewish nat1o al state, vith all tbe lobbying maneuvering, and 

backstairs politics involved, adding still further to Jewish 

unpopularity and anti-Semitism. 

Whatever the promises made during var or the threat of 

va.:r, and the mi understandings of them based on unvarranted 

assumptions and vishful thinking, he Balfour Declaration and 

the British White Paper have in general been fulfilled accord

ing to the original int.,. t1on and a ·osequent interpretations 

of those who are responsible fort em, as far as that has been 

possible in the complex and disturbe~ condition existing 

since 1917. 

o ... 't 1;lie n1 ted f ta e l a ag1,eec t.o s t up a Joint 
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Anglo-American Committee to investigate and to report on vhat 

is feasible and just today, one hesitates to try to influe~oe 

the committee in advance. But considerations of justice to 

the present majority of the population in Palestine, demo-

cratic procedures in the evolution of the present mandate 

uncomplicated by arbitrary decisions regarding unlimited coloni

zation, adherence to the spirit of the Atlantic Charter, and 

recognition of the political respon ibilities of the United 

Nations Organization~ as well as long-range humanitarian con

siderations, would seem to indicate that: 

(1) The problem of the relief of .European Jevs should be 

solved apart from further demand upon Palestine, through the 

U.N.Oo's Economic and Social Council. 

(2) The existence and the rights of the Arabic Moham

medan majority and of Jewish and Christian minorities should 

be faced realistically. It is significant that the 126,500 

Christians tend to stand with the Arabs rather than the Jevs, 

feeling that on the vhole their interests are safer with the 

former than with the latter in spite of all their assurances 

of just treatment. 

(3) The future government of Palestine should be deter

mined, like that of every other mandate area proceeding to 

independenoe, by free elections in vhich all of the 1nhab1-

tants re ard e of r c o el 1on p rtici at ad re 

eligible for public office, with ade uate safeguards for 
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minorities whether racial or religious. This would permit 

a purely religious and cultural Jewish home-center or limited 

proportions in Palestine, as long as it remained a purely 

religious and cultural centero 

(4) The assistance of the United Nations Organization in 

general, and of the Trusteeship Council in particular, would 

be available to guarantee the nev independent state a fair 

start and such political, economic, and even police help as 

1t might need to establish itself firmly. The action of Nev 

Zealand in offering to surrender its Samoan mandate insures 

that the Trusteeship Council will not only be established but 

have vork to do . Its good of.fices in relation to Palestine 

would insure the Palestinian Je j ustice, reassure the Arabs 

in Palestine and elsewhere, guarantee the rights of the small 

Christian minority, and satisfy the sense of justice of all 

but those vho have determined in advance that Palestine must 

become the Jewish national s t ate regardl ess ·or everything else. 

Given such a good start, there i every reason to expect 

a gradual harmonization of the Arabic~ Jewish, and Christian 

population and cooperation in developing Palestine for the 

ell-being of all its inhabitants and as a useful trade and 

communications center in the Near East. 

That is my report. 

Mr. Justice Singleton : I gather, Mr. Albright, that you 

epre ent th. Inter ational Mission y Council? 
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Mr. Albri ght: I am an officer of it, though I served on 

this committee from the Foreign Missions Conference , vhich is 

an affille.te of the International .. 1 s1onary Council .. 

ro Justice Singleton: You came to speak for the general 

attit de of. the Protestant Christia missions? 

Mr. Albright: That is ito 

r . Justice Singleton: Wh1c, as I remember from my 

younger days, has missions in Palestine, had them for quite 

so e tie . 

.. r, A_brig t: My opinions an convictions have grovn out 

c,f corresponden.:,t. 1th people 1 P est1ne, conversations with 

pe.-,p1 e o h v 9 come back fr m P stine, and tl en through 

stu 1es c rried o. int is Joint Co ittee, in 'h1ch e have 

had confer nces with Zionists, 1th non-Zionists . and 1th 

Arabs. 

I confess I egan vith a stro g prej~dioe in favor of 

tte Zionist policy, feeling that t e logic of. the situation vas 

that they too should ha ea national hom an a state of their 

o n, but the mo e I studied t the ore I becan, convinced 

that t t 1sn•t possibl in the p nt sit at1on . 

r. Justice 31ng_e on: Your viev hanged as you regarded 

t JJ m tter, and t ey have changed? 

Mr Albrig t: The have, 1n t e last ye r . 

oreov'r, I a ' 
1 . r V 

)) nt o e Un I. 1..10 

y t:h t the 

tion changes 
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evett7thing in regard to this matter. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: You are hopeful . 

Mr. Albright: I am hopeful. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I notice in the recommendations 

that you put forth here, that you drav attention to the fact 

that there are two separate problems or considerations: one. 

the rescue and rehabilitation of surviving Jewa in Europe; and 

secondly, the question of Palestine. I gather that you think 

they ought to be looked upon separately. 

Mr. Albright: I think the time has come when they must 

be. I strongly favor the reference of the Jewish problem in 

toto, not only that of the Jews but of the others, to the 

United Nations Organization Economic and Social Council, and 

I think that Palestine•a problems should be solved proceeding 

forthvith to independence. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I notice too that you say that 

neither Jewish nationalist aspirations nor Arab nationalist 

objectives should any longer obstruct their rehabilitation. 

Mr. Albright: What page is that; sir, of the report? 

Mr. Justice Singleton: The bottom of page 6, the first 

of your recommendations . 

Mr. Albright: Yes. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: Have you got it? 

Mr. ·Albright: I don't quite see it. 

• . 0 , 
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Mr. Justice Singleton: The first of your recommendations. 

Mr. Albright: Yes . 

Well, I think that is a danger, that the nationalist 

rivalries or the Jevs and Arabs may obstruct both the solution 

of the Jevish refugee problem and that of the Arab, by holding 

out a false hope, and delay the independence of Palestine. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I dra your attention to it for 

the purpose of asking you a question on it. Can you give us 

any help as to how it should be done? It is one of those 

things. easy to say, but not easy to carry out. 

Mr. Albright: For instance, Iraq has moved from a mandate 

to an independent state in v ry r o nt times. More recently 

Syria and Lebananon. 

Mr . Justice Singleton: But you are dealing 1th this, 

"Neither Jewish nations 1st aspirations nor Arab nationalist 

objectives should any longer obstruct their rehabilitation." 

Mr D Albright: Yes. 

Mr Justice Singleton: Do you mean that the Christian 

churches are saying that someone -- and I suppose the someone 

ould be the men in pover -- must exercise force? 

Mr. Albright: No . 

Mr. Justice Singleton: Well, I didn't think you were, 

but I was vonderi~g ho you vould uggest it should be done. 

so th . ve ay ather help from yo recomm dat1on. 

r. Albr1gqt: I don t think th t the manda or pover alone 
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can solve it. It has become too intricate and there 1 too 

much feeling . 

Mr. Justice Singleton: Then,you say, that means a delay . 

Mr. Albright: I am afraid it does. 

Mr. Justice Singleton. I think every member of the com

mittee is seeking to find a vay to help on this immediate 

problem without delay, or vith as little delay as possible. 

Mr~ Albright: Yes. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: That is vhy I am asking you these 

questions. 

Mr . Albright: My ans er ould be into parts, that some 

organization, whether UNRRA or its successor, must act on be

half of the refugees in the meantime. The Economic and 

Social Council must challenge the other countries to take 

their share. 

Mr -Justice Singleton: Very vell. I follow hat you 

mean. You mean this committee, if we follow your paragraph 

1, should recommend UMRRA to help for the moment and should 

recommend the United Nations Organization to carry on. It 1s 

not going to help us much in the immediate picture, is it? 

Mr. Albright: At the moment, as I think General Sir 

Frederick Morgan tried to point out, there is a danger vhen 

UNRRA comes to an end that there 111 be nothing. I vant to 

avoid th t. 

Mr Justice Singleton: I as tr ing to direct your . 
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attention to the time before UNRRA comes to an end. Other 

witnesses have impressed upon us the desirability that some

thing be done with regard to the displaced Jevs. 

Mr. Albright: I have no objections, but every support 

in the Joint Committee, but vould urge upon other governments 

to forthwith remove their barrier or raise their quotas and 

allow refugees to come in. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I am sure, Mr. Albright, that ve 

all appreciate the desire that you have that something be done, 

but it is easier to say than to get it done. 

Mr. Albright: I appreciate that. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I van to take you to the second 

of your reconnnendations: 

"The primary aim should be the progressive develop

ment of understanding and friendly relations among all 

communities in Palestine and t heir cooperation, on a • 

basis of personal equality, i n the advancement of the 

whole country's welfare.n 

You regard that as essential? 

Mr. Albright: I do. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: That is vith regard to the future 

development. 

Mr. Albright: Yes. 

Mr. J stice Singleton: Again I would like your help as 

to vhat ve can do to bring it about. We have been thinking 

. 
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about it 

Mr. Albright: The Christian churches had missions in 

Palestine, as you knov, for a long time. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: Can yo~ tell me of any course of 

action to bring the Arab and the Jev more closely together? 

Mr. Albright; I think that is going on all the time. I 

think the difficulty 1s that it is complicated nov by the 

political issue and by the economic issue. The Arab mind is 

prejudiced against the Jev, bis Jevisb neighbor, because he 

fears the Jevish neighbor. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: You are speaking of the present 

time? 

Mr. Albright: Yes. 

Mr. Justice Singleton~ As one interested in Chr1. tian 

missions I vant to know, if you can tell me, vhat has been 

going on, what has been going on to bring these tvo nationali

ties or races or faiths closer together. 

Mr. Albright: I think you vill recognize the diffi

culty when you have to deal with Mohammedans on the one side 

and a minority of Jevs and of Christians on the other. It 

is not easy to get- -

Mr. Justice Singleton: I quite recognize the difficulty, 

but this is the advice which you give. I vant to knov vhat 

is the lesson vhich the church has sent us, and I am sure 

All or 1 h 111 t. 
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Mr. Albright: Quite. But I insist on being negative 

first, that the difficulty, the obstacle needs to be removed . 

namely, the Arab's fear that he 1s going to be overcome, domi-
. 

nated, overwhelmed by immigrants 1n such numbers that he v111 

lose his country, his state. Now, if that can be done, then 

I think the present policy, working together and living to

gether, v111 eventually result in happy relations; apart from 

this issue they are not unhappy. 

testimony. 

That is the universal 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I hope you are right9 but you cam 

here to advise us as to what we ere to do, and I thought you 

might come to the point in help! g sin a little detail. 

Do I gather that you come from Canada? 

Mr. Albright: Yes, sir; that is right. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: How did you manage to come to 

Washington? 

Mr. Albright: Well, as I said, sir, I belong to the 

international organization. 
, 

Mr. Justice Singleton: And you represent the inter-

national? 

Mr. Albright: I am a member of the International Mission

ary Conference but I am repre enting the Foreign Missions 

Conference at their request. 

Mr . Jt ti 

to you. 

Si gl ton: V r 
. 

e 1. I inuch bliged 
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Judge Hutcheson: 

Church? 

Mr .. Albright . 

Do you belong to the Presbyterian 

The United Church of Canada. 

... ,. .. 
JG .. : 

Judge Hutcheson: I don't knov vhat that church is . I 

just knov the Presbyterian Church. In this Board of Missions 

the Presbyterian Church is represented? 

Mr. Albright: Yea. 

Judge Hutcheson: All the churches? 

Mro Albr1ghtz Yes. 

Judge Hutcheson: I was confused as to the manner in 

which you are appearing, I wondered how the Americans let a 

Canadian come dovn and represent them without having an 

American here. 

Mr. Albright: That is internationalism. 

Judge Hutcheson: I see. 

Mr. Albright: The Foreign Missions Conference of North 

America represents nearly all of the major missions boards of 

the United States and Canada. There is a similar organization 

in Great Britain, another in Australia, Nev Zealand, South 

Africa; in fact, there are fourteen of these missionary con-

ferences . Then, in the mission lands, there are some thirty-

three what are knovn as Christian councils among the younger 

churches. Then, over all, the over-all organization is the 

International Missionary Council. That is the bridge between 

the Foreign Mission Confe ences 1 th end n~ countries and 
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the na~iona+ Christiaq CQlµlCil in the receiving country. The 

international receiving country has twenty offices, one in 

London, one in Nev York. 

Judge Hutcheson: 

people? 

ev York is the home office of these 

Mr. Albright: That is, of the Foreign Missions Conference, 

yes. 

Judge Hutcheson: And you represent, you are the associate 

secretary of the International Mi~sionary Council, vhich is 

something else than the Foreign Missions? 

Mr. Albright: It is the he tl body, the top organization . 

Judge Hutcheson: Your body a elected yo to represent 

it? 

Mr. Albright: No, not that. The Foreign Missions 

Conference has selected me, because I was a member of the 

Joint Committee. 

Judge Hutcheson: I see. So you are speaking, while 

you are a Canadian, you are speaking not as a Canadian, you 

are speaking as a North American on that committee? 

Mr. Albright: That is right. 

Judge Hutcheson: I see. Not the United state . 

Mr. Albright: North America. 
' 

Mr. Justice Singleton: Have you personally been in 

Pale tie, ad exper ce t er? 

r. AJbr t : T 
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East, not in the Middle Es.st. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I vas not seeking to criticize 

you, but only seeking information . 

Mr. Albright: 

already, will appear. 

Canon Bridgeman, I believe, if he has not 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I didn't kno that someone as 

coming later. 

Mr. Crossman: You think the U. No O. should solve the 

problem of these refugees in Europe vithout pressing more immi

grants into Palestine? 

Mr. Albright: Yes. 

Mr. Crossman: Your i a o be that the different 
. 

nations composing UQ N. Oo sho t ake each its quota? 

Mr. Albright: Quite. 

Mr. Crossman: Ho many 111 this order of Mr. Truman's 

act ally admit to the United State? 

Mr. AJbright: My estimate is, by next June, not more 

than 20,000 -- by the time the com lssioners get out and get 

to work. 
/ 

Mr.Crosman: Wb t ould be the feeling in Canada about 

taking them, ould it be ea y or di ficult? 

Mr. Albright: I don t think it is easy anyvhere. They 

have taken sqme. They could take more. 

Mr. Crossman; If some uch motion ere put under way, 
' 

ould t e hurc es obi ize t o u1g the 1ff r nt 1 gislat res 



g22 

• 

• 

• 

lti7 

to put it through? 

Mr . Albright: I believe they would in Canada. 

Mr. Crossman: Would they in this country? 

Mr. Albright: You see, the fact that the Federal Council 

of Churche, the Home Missions Council, and the Foreign Mis

sions Conference are vitally interested in the question, I 

think i an indication that in its organization aspects, at 

least, the Christian churches of the United States are anxious 

to help and to find a solution. 

Mr. Phillips~ May I ask, Mr o Albright, hether you think 

the churches out ide of Palest! e, that is, the heads of the 

three great religions, coul e er 1 e any influence on the 

situation in Palestine? We all realize the difficu ties 

ithin Palestine itself, but Iv s vo dering hether the heads 

of the Moslem, heads of the Jevish. and heads of the Christian 

raiths, operating outside, eould exercise their influence out

side and get together, and might poss+bly exercise some 

influence to bear on th religious situation in Palestine. 

Mr. Albright: It is not entirely a religious situation. 

Until the Zionist situation became cute in Palestine, there 

doesnvt seem to have been frlcti n between alest1nians as 

Moh mmedans or as Jews or as Cr st ans, but, a I have said 

before, it i the imp nding fear of large immigration vhioh 

has c~used that cone rn , th t f r d 

1 as g eat deal o an eccl sia to 

e e or I think it 

heads to try to 
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allay that fear. That can only be done by political action, 

by the removing of the cause of the fear. 

Mr. Phillips: You think that if that fear, the fear 

you speak of, vere removed somevhat, that the influence which 

I suggest might be beneficial? 

Mr. Albright: I certainly do, and it should be called 

upon to play its part, but I think it is futile to expect 

religious leaders to try to secure peace in a situation in 

vhich there is no peace. 

Major Manningham-Buller: Mr. Albright, I think you said 

that Palestine should be given its independ nt? 

Mr. Albright: Yes . 

Major Manningham-Buller: 
• 

Mr. Albright: Yes, sir. 

Major Manningham-Buller: 

ou did say that? 

Is it your view that the 

sooner it gets its independence, the sooner things vill settle 

dovn? I vas wondering vhy you put that forth. 

Mr. Albright: My hope is that other mandate areas vill 

similarly secure their independence or their developing inde

pendence under the Trusteeship Council of the United Nations 

Organization, and I would like to see Palestine included 

among those independent nations to be. 

Mr. Crick: May I ask a question nov, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Albright, may I call your attention to page 8 of your 

memora du, at the end, h e refer to nti Semitic 
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reeling in your ovn country, vhich I take 1t to mean Canada . 

Mr . Albright : Yes . 

Mr . Crick: Would you give the committee some examples 

of the kind or expression that anti-Semitism takes? 

Mr. Albright : I think I vould have to repeat vhat htY 

predecessor stated a little while ago, that it takes economic 

forms, it takes social forms, it occurs in the matter of res!-

dance, living conditions o There are many communities, there 

are real estat e agencies, which simply do not accept Jev1sh 

residents . I t 1s not a body . It is a reality, though. 

Mr. Crick : Socially it woul d mean that possibly Jevs 

would not be admitted to certain c.lubs, is that vhat you have 

in mind? 

Mr. Albright : I vasn •t worried about that; I vas thinking 

more of them having a place to live and vork to do . 

Mr. Crick : Principally it 1s economic discrimination? 

Mr . Albright : That is perhaps the moat important factor, 

though there are other s. 

Mr . Crick : May ve take it that the churches, Christian 

bodies , strongly and repeatedl y condemn anti -Semitism in this 

country? 

Mr. Al bright : Yes, sir . 

Mr . Crick : Can you give us any regulations or expres

sions of c ndemnation? 

g ) 

0 ha 't t m 1tu bu OOUJ. cure 
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them for you. The Federal Council of Churches ould be glad 

to supply them. 

Mr. Crick~ Very vell. I ould like to ask you vhat you 

think should be the content of this more positive and vigorous 

program to eradicate anti-Semitic feeling of vhioh you speak 

in your report. 

Mr. Albright: I think that is a very large program and 

111 have to be approached from many angles. If you have 

traveled by sub~ay in Nev York City you 111 have noticed an 

attractive poster of a cro~d of people apparently coming out 
. 

of three buildings in the background, and they are of differ-

ent racial types but the appe 1 1, "Catholics, Protestants . 

and Jew, e are all A erioan to ether," something like that, 

and int e picture no reference bei g made to it, but there 

i a Negro or tvo. That is the kid of thing that it has 

done~ that has been done by the City of Nev York as a part 

of its policy to break don prejudice and to stimulate a 

higher ideal of citizenship. That is not uncommon novadays. 

So I think schools and churches and municipalities and 

public organizations of all kinds vill have to play their .part 

if such a deep-seated and such a ide pread antipathy, unreason

able as it is, is to be overcome. 

Mr. Crick: There is no organized anti-Semitism for the 

purpose of e pressing anti-Semitic feeling or action? 

Mr. A brig t: Th re h ve en. Whether tee are jut 
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nov or not, I am not competent to say. 

Mr. Crick: Thank you. 

Judg Hutcheson: That is all . 

(Whereupon, at 5:10 p. m., an adjournment as 

taken until Friday, January 11, 1946, at 10:00 a. m.) 
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