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PROCEEDINGS 

(The hearing a> nvened at 10: 10 um.) 

MH.. B(X)D: The Institute of Arab .tUD8ican Affairs, 

Doctor Philip Hitti. 

--- STATE£Nr OF DOGrOR PHILIP HITT I 

REPRESfflr.nlG THE INSTrrUTE OF ArlAB .cWErlICAN 1U?FAIRS 

DRo ~ITTI: Kr. Chairman.,_ Sir Singleton., an.i Members 

of the Committee, mcy I be permitted .. -it the very outset to 

state th~t v'e consider it a great privilege to rresent the 

other side of the story. This is not usually done, so tlds 

is really very unusual, especially before this Committee, 

which h~s raised the issue to an international level. 

JUDG~ HUTCH~ON: Professor, could I ask you before be­

~inni.rag, not to the full extent of your autobiography, but 

briefly to stute what you are doing una a 11 ttle bit about 

yourself. 

Dlt. HITTI: I was bom in Lebanon, educated in the 

American University at Beirut and Columbia University. In 

both ot those I was l.D.ter connected aS teacher, and now I 

om professor of ~ dtic literature at Princeton University . 

I am a ?1Gturalized. American aitizen. are there other ques­

tions, sir? 

JUDGE HUTCIIBSON: No, sir; that is ull righto 

Dfto HlTTl • »y interest in the Neur Ec1st bus been mostly 

froo. th .tist 4i al irt or vi . . l • c, 
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therefore, this morning to examine first the historical argu-

ment which is presented by the political Zionists. I shall 

examine and analyze that before I examine the ;;;;ecand ~gument 

vbich is usually presented, which might be termed the reli­

gious argument a 

As I understand the bistor ical argument presented by the 

Zionists, it has three elements; three factors are in-

vol ved. Firstly, the occupation a.. the land under Moses and 

Joshua; secondly, the establishment of a k ngdom under Saul, 

David, and Solomon; thirdly, the continued settlement after 

the destruction of Jerusalem. 

All three facts are historically sound. 

The Are1bs have a rebuttal, however, to that, which runs 

s amething like this: 

You came from outside and occupied a land Which 

was already occupied by peo~les, Semitic peoples, called 

Juoorites and Canaanites and by- other Semites from wham we 

are descended. It is true that you estu.blished there a · 

United Kingdom, bit that lasted for cnly a veey short inter­

val. It 11~s Saul who began that KingdOUl ab:>ut the 'Y9ar 

1020 B.Co We are not sure or the dates, but thut my be 
.. 

as good a date as you can guess Ona 

JUDGE HUTCHl!roN: Kay I interrupt you. •~at religious 

affiliation have you? i\l'ld let me ask you aa an old scholar, 
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are you a Hittite because 7our name is Hitti? 

DR. HlTTI: I sometimes claim that I but I cannot prove 

itl 
(Laughter) 

DR. HITTI: As for the religious affiliation, sir, 

many have asked me that question, and thought I wu.S converted 

by ti~ionaries . Let me s ey that the Christians of Syria, 

Lebanon., and Palestine are the oldest in the v,orld. ~~e were 

Christian before you., Mr. Chaim.an, and your ancestors ever 

heard of Christ. 

(Laughter) 

I ct· ten also claim having cane £ran that part of the 

v,orld which is sometimes called Syria, and therefore we are 

sometimes dalled descendants of the Asayrians Besides, 

it is true that there is a Hittite element, today in the 

population of Palestine. 

All you ha.ve to do is to read your Old Testament 

carefully to see that the early patriarchs of the Jewish 

people .married Hittite wives, not excluding David! 

(Lo.ughter) 

This Hebrev, Kingdom., the ,i.rubs continue to say-and 

the Arabs will be c.!elighted at aeytime to be interrupted 

in their argument by the Honorable Chairman-lasted for 

only a short time, which beganwith Saul in lOa), and vmioh 

ended with Solomon about 930 B. Cu Even Saul we are not sure 

as a sove • gn lcine in the r 11.l sense of the termo 
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The naJlll9 Palestine, b7 the lt8J", is not a Hebrew word; 

it isn't a Semitic 110rd. It perpetuates the name ot those 

Iad~Europeana ltlo came and occupied the coast from the 

Aegean Sea about l225 B.Co_. which is the time when the Jews 

came from Egypt under the leadership or Moses am then 

Joshuao 

arter .:iolomon, the Jewish Kingdom was divided into two 

parts-one in the north w1. th Samaria for the capital, which 

was destroyed in 722 B. C., and the southern kingdom was 

destroyed in 586 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar. Since th~t time, 

since 586 B.C. llni 722 B.C., there has been no Jev,ish ld.ngdan in 

Palestine in the full sense of the termo 

There were times in which the national life of the 

Jews fiared up., as under Nebuchadnezzar, am then under the 

lia:nans, and then there was another flare-up which waa 

destroyed by the .Romans l1ho destra,.ed the Temple. Therefore, 

the Arc:1bs maintain that for the last 2,cx.,o years--for the 

last two million years--there has not been a Jewish state 

in Palestine, :..nd there has not been a Jewish majority in 

Palestine. That is the hi~torical fa.ct which o.ny student 

of history maintains o 

This ~ sound like an academic discussio1,., but the 

~onists base their case upon the fact that they once con­

trolled Palestine. Three .t.ionist spokesmen, Mr. Chairman, 
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according to the re;orts in the paper, appe.ured here this 

week und claimed the restoration or Pale3tine by right and 

not sufferance. They r:ant to do sane restoration. The 

arabs would like to do sane restoration, too. They would 

like to re~tore their authority over Spain., which they 

oontrolled much later than the time in which the Jews con-

trolled Palestine and for &. mch longer periodo 

The Joint Resolution in the Congress, 

introduced Ja.wc:.ey 27, 1944, stated: 

,mich was 

"Resolved, That there shall be full opportunity 

£or colonization so th~t the J wish people may 

ultimately reconstitute ... "-here we hL..ve the two 

key words, restorQtion and reconstitute ... "Palestine as a 

free and democratic stateo" 

There my be other ~ ople who would like to do sane 

reconstitution. 

If the Gentlemen of this Committee are going to do re­

constitution and reconstruction on the oosis of uhat the 

map was, 722 B.C" and 586 B"C . ., I a.m afraid v,e ure baaded 

for same trouble " 

In the last analysis, t.he n.rab cl.aim rests upon a ve17 

eimple .fact: It is the continued and uninterrupted p}v'sical 

and cultural c.ssoci'1t1on between land and ,:,eo~le. No better 

claim <:cill any people present to aey land-continued wi­

interrupted physical and cultural association betv,een land 
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and people" 

Mow, then., the religious argument is somewhat related 

to tpis one. As I uni erstand it, the poll tic al Zionists 

say "This is our Ho~ Land. Here Amos, Isiah, and other 

prophets made their gre&t contribution to the spiritual 

life of mankind," all of which is true. "There is dolomon I s 

Temple where 'We worship," which, by the V1ay, was bu.lt by 

the Phoenicians, (n,.y ancestors.j I had different cmcestors 

ea.r lier, but I could claim all kinds o! ancestors! '\Je . 

huve had Palestine as the object of our oontinued hope am 

prayer through all the years. and nobody can cartest these 

three or !our !cicts. n 

But rie huve ·sane observations" 

Firstl,y, many Jews do not interpret Zion in n }ilysical 

or geograJX}ic sense. The tt!rm Zion is holy of the ~irit, 

and the relationship is IJ:W'Stical. But that is something 

different. 

~ve usually ignore the fact that this land called i'alestine 

is et;.ucil.ly holy to the Christians ~nd to the Jews, and some­

times I woooer if' our Christian friends remember that; the 

Moslems never forgot it o 

To the Moslem, Jerut$, .. lem is the first qiblah. Kibln 

would probably be the form which nppears in the dictionary. 

It is a phce to which the Uoslem turned to pray before he 

oegan to turn his fl.:..C tow· d l4ecca und ·edina in 622 B.Co 
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That was how Mohaumed i:rayed, and they never forgot that o 

The Moslem.a remember that better than we do, and they know 

that Jerusalem was the first Holy City in the land. Today 

it is caisidered the third Holy City after Mecca and lsedinao 

There is the Dane of the rlock. It was wrongly called 
' 

lwsque of Omar, but it nas built by two Umayyad Cali}ils 

in Damascus in the latter part. of the sefenth century. It 

stands on the site of Solomon's Temple. Th&t DOOle of the 

Hock is one of the holiest places in iJoslem land; it was from 

there that ll4ohciDIDSd undertook his miraculous journey to the 

Seventh He~ven, his Noctunial JourneyG 

You may smile at that o That is what Moslems believe. 

kihat you believe in, whether true or not, has the same 

effect upon you. It makes no difference whether historica1q 

it has no basis. 

Then the Moslems go on to tell us that this is the 

gathering place, particularly Jerusalem, the spot of the 

Dome of the Rock, and on the Day of Resurrection evecy 

Moslem is supposed to appear an that site before he ms a 

chance to go to heaven. 

Then there is u.nother point from the lJoslem standpoint 

that Palestine is holy not becaw,e of its holy pl.ace wt 

because it is the place which was ,caiquered through what 

is called Holy ,fo.r-Jihado 



• 

• 

• 

9 

JU>¥ territory, according to the Moslem theory, ot 

Jihad, which was won by the .Moslem.s in the early stages, 

has been given them by Allah, and to relinquish their claim 

upon it is tantamount to a betrayal of their faith. 

This is a corollary of the theory of Jihad. This may 

pre~ent the J.4oslem point or view. 

There is u.nother fact, Mr. Chairman, to this religious 

argument which is i:resented by the political Zionists, which 

is furthe1· vitiated by the f(.ct, the unfortunate tact, that 

the Jewish immigration today is not composed of Je\1s who 

on religlous grounds vdsh to return t o the lund of Zion in order 

to lead a Jewish ille without oppression ~d parsecution. 

rlather is it composed of Jews largely devoid of religious 

✓- conviction, ani.mc'.lted by a spirit of pplitical nati\,)mlism, 

dett.nnined to secure domination in Palestine., the homelal'Xl 
• 

of the Ara b for at least 1300 yeurso 

These are not 11\Y words, Mr. Chairman. '!his is a quo­

tation from Sir John Hope Simpson, written in the ,~rt-
;,,/ (-=-~-;.1--;S'fg11tly Heview., December, l9JJ+. You remeni>er Sir John 

headed the Canmission to Palestine in 1930 to report m 

immigration and land settlement. He said, here ut the end . 

of the quotation " ••• the hOUleland of the Arab for at le~st 
1300 y8c:.ira." 

In m;y eur lier st ... te.roont, I suid th.:..t this hlls been the 

home of the so-cilled Arab from time immeJJX>rial. ,,e call 
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those people Ar<;tbs today simply because they are iu-abic 

~ eaking, but be1"ore they were Arabic speaking., they were 

speaking Aramaic, whicll was the language ot Christ. and 

the natives at Palestine today, especiall.¥ the Christian 

element among them, which numbers about ]30,000 of the 

tr1tire populc:.1tion., undoubted4' represents the ear]¥ stock 

which wc1s in the land before the Jews came am which re­

mined in the land after the Je is lefto 

Viewed from the hi~torical standpoint., politictl Zionism 

is the ronkest kind of imperialism. That is what it is­

nothing else--imperlalism in the light of history and geo­

braphy. It is unpracticable and indef ensible as a Jewish 

state. It is an anachronism. Even if it is est\).bli..,hed, 

it cannot be maintained. It is unpraci..icable; it is 

indefensible, not only on historical and scholarly grounds, 

but also from the military point of view. It is unpracticable 

from the eccnomic point of view. 

The ~unday .,;)chools h ve done a greca.t deal of harm 

,/ to ue, because by smearing the walls of the rooms with 

m::,.ps on b.J.estine, they are associating it in the mind of 

the aver~ge Jilaerican-and I may say perhaps 1J1e l!hglishmnn, 

too--ld. th the Jews. 

Sir, there is no such thing us Palestine in history, 

absolutely not. 
, . .: , ... 
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it w~sn•t eollad Palestine . Canaan is the name in the Bible. 

.t:ven the rlomans did not con~ti tute Palestine a prorlnce o 

All you have to do is to look up in tne Bible and you will 

see that the government or Syria at the time a£ Christ v,as 

Romano 

It is unpracticable; it is imperialistic; it is in­

defensible. 

I wish we had maps here to show you what I neant, by 

an anachronism, but you Clin imagine, sir, a ver.y 8lllal.l tiny 

spot there on the southern part o! the eastem shore of the 

l4editerrunean Sea, sun-ounded by a v-ast territory 0£ M"ab 

.toole.m londs, beginning with Ak>rocco, continuing throl.J.8b. 

Tunis, Tripoli, .;.;0d Egypt, and going oown to ar-«if.bia pro per, 

then going up to TransjordciD, Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq--one 

solid Arab-speaking block--50,(X)(),OOO people-vd.th this 

tiny little spot which has been chosen as the plh.ce o! an 

exotic state, built up by international machinery, dravd.ng 

supt>C)rt ..ro.m all over the world, artificially stinnu.atedo 

How can a stc.1.te like that mintain itself? 

The greatest authority en the geography of Palestine 

is Sir George ,,dhru Smith, whose work entitled "The Historical 

Geogra;ny of the Holy Land" has gone through many editions. 

Now, I venture to reccmnend it to the Members or the Com­

mittee, and I uooerstand General A.llenby made use of that · 

bo k h n h s ..,onducting his campuign into Paleatin in 
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1917. Here is what George Adam Smith, the greatest authority 

on the geography of the Holy Land, has to say on Page 58 

of his book: 

"Palestine hus mver belonged to one nation aJ'ld 

probably never vd.ll. Just as her fauna am flora represent 
I 

man;y geological ages and are related to the plants and 

cUli.mals of maey other lands, so varities o! the human race, 

aulture, lllld religion preserve themselves side by side on 

these shelves of her surface. The idea that Palestine cc.Lll 

ever belong to one nation; even though this were the Jews, is 

contrary both to nature an:1 to Scripture." 

You m~ say th~t George .adrun Smith vn-ote this before 

the Zionist move1mnt assumed· its proportions, ~lthough he 

wrote later a 1vhole pumphlet against Zionism in the early 

twentieso 

14ay I quote from John Garstang, Professor of Archeo­

logy in Liverpool, later archeologist in Palestine, and I 

think, Director of Antiquities .. His book is entitled "The 

Heritage of Soloioon," published in London in 1938, and I 

am quoting from Page ll5: 

ns1nce Palestine on three sides has no defi.uite 

~undaries, it is not well adapted to become the crndle of 

one particul.ur race, nor can it claim for its population a 

continuous national history. Indeed. only at long inter­

vals and for relativt:ly s ort periods has it ever been ruled 
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from within. Then a footnote: (E.G. In Biblical. history 

under the Canaanites in the north, 1600-1500 B. C., under 

David and Solomon, lOOQ-950 B.Co, and under Simon llaccabeus, 

about ]40 B. Co) It is essentially a pi rt or Syria, with 

which it ah<..res a oornmon seaboard and the parallel range of 

mountains." 

This is the end of the footnote. In my present~tion 

I w~ .. s Cl little more generous than John Garstang. I gave 

the Jewish state in Palestine a longer period of life than 

he dido He gave it 50 ~ ilrs. Thia man Gorst&ng discovered 

the ruins of Tiber~u, i,hich he pL .. ces be.tore 5,oa> B.C., 

maintaining it the oldest habitable piece or 1W¥1 in ti.at 

territory-perhaps in the worldo 

If 1-'alestine Wc.S occupied 5,0CO B.C. and today being 

2,000 a.D., .Palestine has had a long history ot 7,r:xYJ years, 

of which, Qccording to Garsta.ng, 50 years, from 1,000 to 

950 B.C., it was a Jewish state, ti th the exception of a 

little period under Simon Macabeus in the year 140 B.C., 

and then I call this to your attention; 

"It is essentially a part of Syria, v1ith which 

it sh"'"res u common seuboard • and a parallel range of mountains." 

These are two historians who are consil9red first-class 

not only in the English-speaking world, but throughout the 

v,hole civilized world • . 

May l in conclusion, then, introduce a quot~tion from 
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a third man, who is neither a historian nor an archeiogist 

or piilologist. He is an expert on population. He knovrs 

nothing first-hand about Palestine, never went thereo He, 

Frank WJ. Notestein, am another, Ernest Jurkat, wrote 

"Population Problems of Palestine, 11 published from Tm 

Milbank Memorial Fund luarterly, October, 1945. On Page 350, 

the fallowing stateioont occurs: 

"On the other hand, on the basis of the growth 

prospect it &ppe~s th~t a cQtastrophe of major 
-

proportions is not outside the bounds of possibility 

if enthusiasm for a Jewish state should result in the 

really heavy immigration soimtimes tall<:ed o! •" 

Then on Page 352, the statement continues: 

"Should the Jews achieve a national state, it is 

unlikely that in the long run it could be maintained, 

either as part of the region, v.hose only hope for 

economic developnent is as the center of a substantial 

hinterlc:Uld, or as u minority ruling group supported by 

outside power." 

In other words, this authority on poyU].ution, appro~ch­

ing the problemfrom an entirelydifferent point of view, 

leads to the same cone lusion of Mr. G:..rs tung and the same 

conclusion that any serious student of history, geography, 

and ethnics, who has no axe to grind, must reach-that a 

Zionist st' e in Palest ne i unpr~cticable and inde!ensibl o 
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Thank you, sir. 

Md. JUSTICE SINGLETON: There is one J111tter I would like 

to bring to yw.r notice, Mr. Hitti, it I JDEV'• 

In the second p:..ragraph or the memorandum which you 

were good enough to submit to the CODlllittee, you sq: 

"The problem ot Jewish refugees and the formation 

of a Jewish state are obviously not identicalo They 

' shou.ui be kept strictly apart in the inquiry. ~Je 

appreciate the import.ance of the human problem of 
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displaced and destitute Jews, and wish to share in its 

solution. 11 

I gather you are speaking for the Institute of Arab 

american affairs am not of Arabs generally. 

Dft. HITTI: Yes • 

.Md. JUSTICE SINGLEl'ON: I hope that we ,Till have all 

U1e help "lie can get to solve the human problem. You may not be 

able to answer that nav I because you are far a:i.1ay from the 

cent et, but I draw your attention to it nc,r as something I 

think we ought to have o 

DR. HITTI: Yes, sir, I appreciate your GUcstion, sir, 

and I think, as u ME111ber of the Institute of .Arub l'Uilerican 

Affairs, Doctor Hazam, who will appear immediately after me, 

has been cha.rgcd with the GUestion of treating the humanitarian 

aspect of this problem, which will answer, I hope, the question 

v.hich you raised. 

llli. JUSTICE S JNGIETON: Very ·.;ell, thank youo 

DR. HITTI: I am entitled to speak only on the historical 

and religiws sideo 

.MR. JUaI'ICE s.mGIEl'ON: I didn't kmw someone elee was 

following you • 

Dd. HITTI: Yes, siro 

Odo AYDElO'ITI!;: In your JUEIJlOranium on Page 2 in the 

fl rbt paragra}il, you have the r ollowing sentence : 

'\~hil roout i\rabs • re Mosl.ems, w find Chri tit.n 
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araba and Jewish Arabs in l'alestine as ~·,ell as in 

Egypt, Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon. There are Arabs of 

various ethnic stocks such as Berbers in North Af'rica, 

Cop ts in Egypt, Kurds .in Iraq<> n 

• How many Jewish ,,rabs a.re there in Palestine? Have you 

any rough idea? 

DR. HITTI: There were 50,CXX) at the end 0£ the first 

•~orld. ~iar, which was cne-tenth of the entire po~ationo 

So far as I lmew, and so far as I know now, no nutive move­

ment among the Jewish population of Palestine, Syria, Iraq, 

or Egypt wus initiated along the Zionist lines. In f'act, 

the reports in the paper which appeo.red, I thidc last \\eek, 

stated that the Chief' &bbiof the Ar~b Jewish CODIJILUUty 

in Damascus ulXl the Habbi aIXl Spokesman of the ,~t.b Jewish 
• 

como:nmities in Cairo Jr8Sented themselves before your 

authorities an:i disclaimed aJV camection vJhatsoever with 

the Zionist causeo 

Zionisn is not. an rut.growth of these so-called Jewish 

arabs, or h.rabic-speald.ng Jews. 

I I1JJ3.Y add, Uoctor ttydelotte, too, thtit these Jewish 

Arabs huve been identified with the ootives from all the 

ages. The., speak c1.l..wost. with the same dialectical dif­

ference; they eat the same food; they ~Jear the same clothes; 

they have the same way. at lite; and according to the Stctte­

me nt of the Secretury o t the Arab Leugue, the ArGb League 
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made it clear that the boycott of Jewish goods would not 

be applic'1ble to the Arab Jews D It will be confined to the 

Zioniets. 

Md since I am treating the historical side, I might 

say :in the .middle ages when the Christians were persecut:ing 

the Jews in Central .burope, the Jews found refuge through 

the aro.bs and iiloslems in the East and remained there and 

when Benjamin cii: 1'udela, a Jewish tr.aveler of the twelfth 

century, visited there, he noticed that the head of the 

Jewish community in Baghdad would ride on his horse an:i go 

through the streets nith a guide before him, saying "llake 

way for the Son of David. 11 

.iUld one of the greatest physicians of the 1Jiddle ages 

was Maj roonides o He was physician, philosopher, am theolo­

gian, who became a doctor of .:ialadin. There were two or. 

three times when the Jews were per~ecuted, BO I wst admit 

the Je,,s mst occupy an inferior position to the lioslema. 

~o do the Christians, but as long as they piy tribute, they 

are protected by Islaam. as a result of th:i.t, they f)J)urished 

and continued to the present ti.ne o The~e are just remnunts 

of these ancient comounities who v,ere Jewish by religion 

am Arabic-speaking by toneue, who maintained their identity 

until the present day. 

Dd. ,1.YDELOTT,l!;: Have you in your office aeything in 

writing or in print about these d. ub-sp a.king Je;rs, ard 
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especially i..lbout their uttituda to\·ard Uonismo 

Dft. HI'ITI: Doctor Totuch,Director or tha Institute, 

I think will f'ollow Doctor H,,zam. It he haan't got that 

material, I am ~ he will get it for the Members of the 

Cammi t..tee. 

Dd. ~YDElDl'TE: On the third page ut the top you say, 

cooceming the improvenent in the Arab standard ot li v1ng 

in Palestine since the Zionist J&ovement: 

"~~e feel impelled hare to make a distinction 

between benefits accruing to Jews and restricted to theU1, 

and benefits accruing to the rabs indirectly. These 

latter could h :-ve cane u.bout, as they did come about 

in Egypt, Lebanon, and Syria, through a gener-dl, iC 

slow, rise in the standard of living due to industrall­

zation and to a. rising social consciousness." 

In other words, there has been an improvement in the 

standard of living of ,~r-..ibs in .r;gypt, Lebunon, and Syria, 

as well as in Palestine? 

DR. HITTI: Yes, siro 

D.ct. "YDEWI'TE: Has it been as great in tgypt, ~banon, 

Cll'ld .:iyria as it has been in Palestine? 

Dd. HI'ITI: I cannot unswer that directly. Th, t 

economic question I think will be treated b.r U:>ctor Totush 

later on, hit I mey sq n:wself that the political i.ionists 
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have claimed a little too n11ch for themselves. They claim 

that practically all the improvements in t>alestine-the 

raising of the stuniard or living and the lower rate of 

mortality-is due to their efforts. 

Indirectly, undoubted).Jr there is a great deal of truth 

in that. The tact remains that the British .1ldministrution 

of Palestine is responsible for a gre&t deal: of improvenent, 

to which oo credit is ever given. 

The improvement in Lebanon is remarkable. The improve­

ment in Egypt is remarkable. How auch of that should be 

given to Jews, I don't lmow. Vecy of"Len I guess that the 

,tr(Abs go to the Hadassah hospitals. They do, undoubtedly. 

I think Doctor 'r~tush vd.11 tell you la.ter how many fJ). I 

remember two years ago Professor Fischel, who vrds c. Professor / 

in the Hebrew University of Palestine, apP3ared at a class 

in .Princeton under ASDP to ap~k t..bout this point, and he 

said o.ll the benefits ,_ccrued to Jews und Christians alike o 

Of course, the Jews n:eant by tho t improvement tLe Christians, 

and the Moslem Lets it a.s a si d~ issue. Md he said all 

the institutions are open to than, and ooe very shrewd 

Yankee soldier--! saYI ooe here but I don't think he is the 

man-suid "Can you tell us how many .Arab students there are 

in the Hebrew University- today?" 

I think he an -: r _v;\.4s el n t e l ., , I , •t 

remember, but the number of llr~bs who att nd the H bre 
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Zionist University is v~ry a.mil. 1Jhy'l The instniction 

is hebre,j, for one thing. Then there is the prejudice. 

Instruction is through the mediwn or Hebrew, yet the 

t:.ionists tell us all their ro.cilitie8 are open, vlhicn is 

true to a certain extent, but we have to counterbalt.nce that 

once a piece or land cets into tt,e hands of a Jew by the 

N~tional Fund, it bcc0mes inalienable, and it can never 

revert to a Chri.stita.n or 1.1oslem. Th&1t will be treated 

li..ter. 

Drl. $1YDEl1J'ITE: These i1re relevant points. ,/e have 

heard &. t,;ood deal of testimony a to the rise in tte 

stctndard of living of the nr ... b~ in .Palestine. You would 

not answer the ~'Uestion ttUit that has taken place? 

Dit. Hl'l'TI: No., sir, I wou.ut!•t, and I wouldn't attribute 

it to Zionism. I w 111 g;i ve the British same credit for 

it und to the general $tundard of living being hieher all 

over the \:JOrld, including Palestin • 

JUU~ Ht!i'CH.i..,utJ1~: iteuding fro.1 t~e fir~t ~ge of 

yvur u1eihOr<J.lldu:, you s .. y "It is likeYlise clear th1.1t th, 

i..mi,1ediute objt,ct ot concentrutine on f'ale~tine us ,.1. )l ce of 

refuge, is for the politic1.1l µurpo~e of achieving ~ majority 

o.t·t~r ~1hich the de fucto nw.jorit.y -.dll autom ... t.ically 

e~t:.bli:;h ca Je\dsh stL;.te in -h~letitine. The l 1Ue:Jiion, there-

fore, so t~ , .... it ~J.&.·rects the )Olitic,.l future of 1-'..l~vtine, 

i 1hether "' hum:..: nit<.4ri....n ,>urpose in ·:hich ~11 rir:1:t-thinking 
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people will concur, shill be allo,·,ed to create ti. political 

revolution in which a present, arab majority of tv'° to one 

sh~ll be politically suborclin~ted to an immigrant group. 

contrary to all international. precedent ••. " 

It is your view that the present comitia1s are being 

seizf:Jd on by the Zionists and used for the J:Urpose of carry­

in<~ out their pr:ilne desire to make a Jewish state? 

DR. HITTI: Yes, sir. 

JUDGE HUTCHKSON: It th&t assumption were removed, or 

if that consummation ·;i1ere made impossible, tllat is to say, 

if the conception of a Jewish st; .. te or a Jewish Ccmmonwealth 

disaweared by sane change in the opinion of the Zionists 

or by a public law which prevented such conBWI1Dation, wo·uld 

you s.;.y t~ut the great humanitarian purpose to go to a place 

where the people are ready to receive them am are in symp~thy 

with them would be opposed and prevented by the hr:.bs, 

Moslems, and Christians? In other words, let us look on 

P-alestine as a place fitted by long preparation for the 

reception or Jews and sucll 1=2ople as we have to deal \dth. 

••ould you sc..y that the sentiment or toose now opposed to 

political Zionism would sub8ide emugh to permit that great 

husjanitarian puri:ose to be uchieved? 

DR. HITT!: Frank~, no, sir. I am ans\,ering tran the 

starnpolnt of the Aruba o 

JUDGE, UTCHESO : I tailing .Irom 70 .me.moru UDlo 
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DRo HITTI: It you pennit me, I may remark that your 

question, Your Honor, is hypotheticalo 

JUOOE HUTCllliSON: Sure. 

Dito Hl'l'TI: And because it is hypothetical, it can't 

be anawered in practical terms o That is, I mean to sq so 

much emotion has been stirred up, blood has be~ shed tor 

many years, and there are psychological elements aJXl tensions 

over the years th~t no mtter how much you tell the people 

in the name of mercy, udmit mre Jews., you ccillllot owrride 

that background. There W<lS a time, Mr. Chairman, in \Yhich 

that could h ... ve been dale veey well. I was teaching in 

ths early twenties in Turkey, and there were huo:lreds and 

thousands ot armenian refugees coming fr0111 Turkeyo I hap­

pened to be on the Committee of the New York ~em Reller, 

which was the american Committee distributing relief, ctnd I 

vi ted those places where those Armenians 11 ved, and I know 

how everybody welcomed them and did everything they could for 

.th o .t~t the same time, every time a Zionist lamed in 

Hafia, they looked upon him with suspicion, oot becauae he 

was Jewish, not at all, but because he came with the idea 

that this is rq country. It has been 1'113 country and I am 

coming to reclaim it. It was an i.Dlnigration different trom 

im:nigrationso 

JUDGE Hl1l'CHEOON: You mean they treated it as 1•1gra­

tio or cJnqu t? 
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DR. H.rrTI: Absolutelyo It•s an attenuated form. of con-

quest, that is what it iao 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: That is what you say they treated it 

aB? 

Dfto HITTI: Absolutely, and they have grounds, too. 

The Arabs were not entirely unjustified. It the Jews had 

come in from the beginning like aeybo~ else, as they come 

to t he United States, I know enough about arab hospitality 

which is proverbial., that these Jews would have been welcomed 

in the present land as they were before. If your queft. ion 

was raised twenty years ugo, I ~ve absolutely no <k>ubt in '1117 

mind that the people or Palestine, or the Arab people, would 

have said "•~elco.me" to the Jews o 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: I think you have answered that, and 

now I have this questiono You stated that you think the 

• point of view is so fixed in opposition that the surrender 

of the claims for a Jewish state in exchange !~r the privilege 

of at least· emergent imm.igration would be to no availu""l.d that 

the Zionists, or t he people c cncerned, will go on and claim 

a Jewish state and it waivt do any good to modify their 

terms{# 

Dao HlTTI: Yes, sir, absolutely; we have reached an 

impasse due to peychological, historical, and en>tional 

.movements that makes the solution along the line which you 
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JUDGJ:?. Htrr<liESON: I wasn't asking whether it could be 

done; I was asking whether you could obtain agreement to it Q 

Dtl. Hll'Tl: I dcn1t think youcouldo 

MR. JUsrICE SINGLETON: Assuming that a wrong is done 

at some time and assuming it to be a grievous wrong. assuming 

all of that, is the view which you put forward that it can 

never be corrected and put rifJlt? 

Dd.. HrI'TI: The ~.rong, sir, has not been done by the 

people of Palestine; the people of Palestine have done their 

shureo 

MR. JU~'TICE SINGIETON: I am mt auggesting it is, nor 

am I saying a wrong has been done. But assuming it has been 

done by eveeyone--assumi ng a wrong has been done to the 

.11rabs in Palestine~can the Ar~b never forget? Is that, 

what you wish the Coamittee to understand? 

DB.: HrI'TI: So tar as I know, the Arabs are not re­

taliating o They are not retaliating. all they want is, if 

the population of a country has been multiplied by ten 

times in the la.st twenty years, as was the case in Palestine, 

the natives have a right to say "Theae were men or angel.8 

coming in. " 

.MR. JUSTICE SlNGll,'TON: The Chairman I s question was 

directed to whether or not it better feeling ~t come 

about to enable sanething to be done for hum.anltarian reasons, 

there can only be one answer to that, and that is that a 
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better feeling mi~t result and sanething might be done, and 

I hope you will be able to answer that. 

DR. HITTI: l think, Bir., your understanding ot the 

Chairman I s question was slightly di.tferent from IDT understand­

ing. I did not understand tram the Chairman I s question 

whether or not better feeling could be brought about between 

the two sideso Ir so., I would have immedately answered 

sure, I hope so, and I think they will o 

But he went on to sq enough so thut the people of 

Palestine will say "Sand us more. 11 ~'las th~t implied? 

JUDGt; Ht11'C2iEOON: Not quite that joyous a quest tor 

(Laughter) 

DR. HlTTI: I misunder~tood ;you., siro 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: It was between what Sir John ia say­

ing and what you are s~g. You are not talld.ng ot the 

long future in whl.cb relations might be m.intaineclo ~/hat 

I was trying to sq was, tor instance, I would never think 

a al out-and-out permanent ~ed-in-the-wool Zionist would 

ever agree to give up his Jewish state~ That is what he 

wants, and I den rt blame him it he wants it . On the other 

har¥i, I wouldn't think an extremiat among Arab nationals 

wa.tl.d ever be willing to allow any more Jews to coma in 

if he can help it o le this Jewish state the shibboleth which 

es th ay n hich sid y hal rv ? 
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DK. HITTI: Yes• sir, but it 7011 want to draw u con­

cluBion and sq "Let more Jews come in," I would say the 

people 11>uld SflY no. 

JODm; HUl'CHESON: In order to carry out the objective 

ot the state, no, b.lt in order to relieve the sutteriog in 

recognition or what they hu.ve undergone, would mt the Arab 

say yes out or a spirit of generosit7, it they could be 

assured that the Jewish state was out? 

DRo HITT I: I.£ yoo. oan convince them, air, 70u will go 

a long wq towards the sol.uliion or the problem, because in 

the mind of the Arab, eveey Zioni::st caning in is a potential 

war ioro 

I am not tellini you what I think; that is what they 

think. If' :,ou can convince them to the contrary, you may 

go a long way towcit'da the solution of this problem. 

l.Orl.D WRRISOO: I wnnt to f'ollow along the same point 

the Chairman bas begun regarding your memor8.lldum. On Page l 

you sa7 •r,~e appreciate the importance of the human problem 

of displaced and destitute Jews, and wish to share in its 

solution o tt 

Would you give us sane indication ot what those last 

words mean$ 

Dlio HITTI: As an American citizen, sir, I appeared 

two years ago before the Committee of the House when this 

re olution which I quot d came up, and I aaid definitely 
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and clearly that as an American citizen, I would not be 

adverse to having Jews and any su!tering peop!e admitted to 

the United states. 

Marv people don't like that. Many people who have 

been advocating the Zionist program trom the Christian side, 

I suspect are at heart anti-Zionists o 

I will maintain that we here as Americans should do 

our share towards the solution or this problem as Americanso 

Our legislators and our governors have been .making man;y 

gestures and declarations about forcing Palestine to talce 

more Jews, but I didn't hear ~ on of them raise a finger 

in behalf' of the Jews to the extent or illting the barriers 

so all Jews can be admitted to the United Stateso I huve 

, absolutely no objection to that as an American citizen. In 

fact, I think we should be ashamed or ourselves for not 

having done it be! ore. That will be JltY" answer to that state­

ment, sir. 

WRD M)RRl.SON: Yes. Could I draw yaur attention to 

the very last sentence in the mmorardum that you submitted 

to us and let me know whether the answer you have given also 

covers that: 

"Even now, it the Jews in Palestine gl. ve up Zionist 

political ambitions and -seek amalgamation instead of domina­

tion, they will rind the Arabs ready to accept them and 
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accord them as ass1milated. citizens aitonomoue r1tJ}ta as a 

conmun:i. ty. ft 

Dlio HITTI: Yes, sir. Do you want a coDIDellt on that? 

I.OtID MORRISC6: Yes, I wonder whether you would like 

to comment on t ha to 

OR. Hl'l'TI: The Secretary or the Arab League fjrstly 

announced that when other nations were willing to introduce 

more Jews, we will do our share. Secondly, I think he made 

the announcement that the Jewish community in Palestine 

should be entitled to have its own a>Dlll\Ulity lif'eo 

Nuri Pasha al-Said, when be was Prime Minister in 

Iraq in 1944. I believe, issued a docunent in behalf' of his 

Government to the Briti.sh residenll in Cairoo At tirBt it 

was secret, rut it was publish~d in exterpts in P.M., s~ing 

we guarantee for the Jews in Palestine the life o.t an autonolll)US 

community and set.end the same to the Maronites ot Lebanon, 

who inaisted upon their separatismo 

MR. ClilCK: There are one or two questions on thia 

last sent,ence whidh I w::,uld like to put to the witness. 

following ~rd Morrison's inquiry-. 

We are, or course• speaking in words. It is the o~ 

way we can convey wr ideaa. But we have seen a little or 

the difficulties that huve arisen from different um.ersta nd­

ings attached to identical words. 

think, thererore, it is v ry desirable that \ sh uld 
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try am. get agreement on the meaning or these words on the 

last pa.ge or your memorarnum., (Jloted f'r.om tne General Secretary 

o! the Le~e of Arab .:)t,ates.. He speaks or the ~onist . 

political ambitions ot the Jews in Palestine. Is it sought 

by that construction to draw distinction between the Zionist 

political ambitions ot the Jews in Palestine and the Zionist 

political ambitions or the Jews outside Palestine? 

DR. HITTI: I don't think so, sir. I don't think the 

idea there is to draw any distinction between the twol> 

im. CRICK: Then it would follow, v,ouldn1t it, that the 

condition which you apply to the accept<.1Dce of Jews in 

Palestine is a coniition that wo d require acceptance both 

by the J'3Wa in Palestine and outside? 

Du. HITTI: Yes I sir O 

lln.. CiUCK: Now, then, the other point or dittieulty 

in iqy- mind is this: 

I find it veey difficult to resolve what euperficialq 

would appear to be cc:mflicting }ilraseologies here; na.meg, 

the according of autonomous rights as a cOIDllllDity and such 

phrases as amalgamation and asaimi.lationo 

DRo HXlTl: I would agree with you, sir. I think the 

words ae imUation am amalgamation are badly used thereo 

They should not have been used. I think what is meant ie 

they will be citizens of a tree and. democratic state 
I 
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remaining Jews forever if they want to. I agree with you, 

sir, those words should not have been usedo 

MR. CRICK: k,hat you have in mind is something in the 

nature of a federal organization? 

DRo Hll'TI: Yes, siro 

MR. CRICK: Then I would like to ~t this in another 

form. rlould you agree it that condition which you here 

laid down re fulfilled-the abandonment ot Zionist political 

ambitions--then the Arab League wcw.d be prepared at 8.JV" 

rate to consider further infiltration of Jew into Palestine? 

Ia that the meaning of the term 11 to accept thea"? Or does 

that. mean simply to reconcile th elves to the presence of 

the Jews now in Palea tine? 

DR. HTITI: I think it is the latter, sir • 

.IIR. CRO~W\N: Your view is that anything like a Zionist 

solution could onfy be imposed by force on the Arabs? 

DR .. HfflI: Yes, 5iro 

MR. CROSSl4J\N: Your view is even if the Zionist solu­

tion were not adopted., any cW>\U\t, of immigration which gan 

the Jews a majority in Palestine cwld only be imposed by 

fore on the Arabs? 

DRo HrrTI: Yes, siro 

MR. CROSSMAN: Your view is that any- Arab solution, 

ch as pemanent inmigration into Palestine, cruld only be 
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imposed by force on the Zionists? 

DRo HfflI: I dcn 1t want to speak for the Zionistso 

MR. CHO~: Ko, bit I would like your view. Having 

listened to everything and having studied it, it is your 

responsibility to have a view. 

DR. HrrTI: My view is tha.t is correct • 

MR. CtDSSIIAH: Therefore., the view y-ou are putting to 

the Conmittee is a msodatoey power has only the choice of 

iJnposing by' force one view on another part ot the commmdt70 

DR. HITT!: That is the way it looks to me DOWo 

MR. CID~Sl4AN: So you ar actually puttin& it up to the 

mandatory power that it will be rijlt to suppress one part 

for the sake of the other because there is no other eolution? 

DR. Hll'TI: Th~t is up to the mandateo 

.iffi. CRO.:>SJ4AN: You are putting it up to the mandatory 

power? 

D.tto HITrI: Sure, 1t 1e the Mandate which brought ua 

into the impasse. 

MR .. CROSSJUlN: I am not asking who brought it in. 

DRo HlTTI: Yes, wt you are trying to p.tt the reapon­

aibility oo me. 

MR. CROSSMAN: I think ever.yon• lfho expresses a view on 

a subject or this .sort has a moral respoosibllit7 for the view 

he axpresseso 

DR. Hll'TI: bsolutely, c1.nd I am responsible tor my- view o 
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MR. COO~: And he realizes the consequence ot those 

views for his friends as well as his enemieso 

Dlio HITTI: The mandatory power has conmitted herself 

to many different views along the lineo 

MR. CROSS!4AN: Your criticism of the mandatory power 

is an attempt to conciliate both sides? 

DRo HITTI: I didn't put it that wayo 

MR. CROSSMAN: You are criticizing the mand~tory power 

tor attempting conciliation when no conciliation is pos­

d.ble? 

DRo HI'ITI: Yes~ and it was the uandatory power which 

from the veey beginning made different commitments at dif­

ferent times~ 

lift. Cil>SSMAN: That is a different point. Your criti­

cism o! the British Government is the attempted conciliation 

of Jews and Arabs? 

DR. H:ITTI: Yes, sir, absolutelyo 

MR. CBOSSM.AN: Thank you11 

MR. BUXTON: I wanted your precise view as to exactly 

how the Jews in Palestine cou11.d or siould or would give up 

their Zionist political ambitioruso What would you ta.lee as 

evidence that they were surrendering their Zionist political 

ambitions and aspirations? Would you have a mass meeting 

or individuals foreswearing all immigration? How should they­

indi ate it? 
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DR. HfflI: It they declared. themeel vee aa willing to 

be citizens • -~ a democratic state, not Jewish democratic, 

but a democratic state based on the existing popuation, that 

would go far to•rds the solution or that Jjlase ot the pro­

°t'lem, in rq judgmerit o 

MR. BU.lTON: You would make the existing pop.u.atiDn 

the max1011m population of Jewe in Palestine for all time? 

DRo Hl'TTI: I have to allow for the natural growth of 

(Laughter) 

DRo HITTI: Juqp.Dg bJ" the natural growth in the lo.st 

twenty years, there will be a duplication of the popu].ation 

in the next twenty yearso 

.14R. BUXTON: But while you were opening the gates ot 

the United Sta tee to the Jews, you would close the gates of 

Palestine to the Jews? 

Dlto Hn'TI: Because of the tensi.0118 and because of the 

psychological element.a and because of the bloodshed, we have 

reached a state where it will be very difficult tor ua, it 

not impossible, to convince the Arabs that these forthcoming 

Jews are coming under a different banner" 

MR. BUXTON: You 111t>uld check immigration tram now on? 

DR. HITTI: Absolutely,, 

JlIDGJ!; Hl1l'CHESON; He ra working to produce, to st~ and 



• 

• 

• 

34 

work, and see where he will come out! I realize it1a hypo-

thetical, suppositious> and suppositatious, but the only way 

we can think in this world is by pitting up postulates to 

them! 

(laughter) 

You have stated, and I believe you are correct, that 

it's g,ing to be a stout thing and stout lot that Vlill stop 

the Zionists from "Zioning," and it will be a pretty stout 

thing to stop the Arab Nationalist from "Arabing," if that 

is the proper wording., but the world doesn't move that way. 

Two or three days ago I read how the J \'dsh fellows state the 

busis of their re ighborly views, and it is said in the Bible 

that you .1I11St love your neighbor as yourself, so if ru..1 or 

th~t comes together, wouldn 8t there be a rensoruble place 

for accord in scmething like this: 

Permit the population of the Jewish section to be 

increased by this pitiful remnant I'm not talking about 

ill of Europe, but I'm talking about this remnunt remaining 

in Gennany and Austria-let those caDe in am let them be 

the blood offering of both peoples, and then let the thing 

stop with such reasomble :inmigration allov1ancea as proJX)r­

tioned to any countryo 

ihy should you think when the spirit of oompranise is 
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being. invoked, that bar should tall absolutely on the ~ e­

sent status? r'hy not let some or these hard-depressed ones 

come in and use that as a basis? Is there azvt,hing in that? 

DR,, HrrTI: I dc,i 1t know whether the wi:t.neaa bas the 

right ,to ask the Judge a questiono 

JUDGE Ht11'CHESON: I think you haveo 

DR. HrrTI: How macy would you say is this remnant? 

You speak about a remnant being adnittedci 

JUDGE HUI'CHESON: I have that in mind only because of 

the refugee part of the testimony. This hearing hua divided 

itself' into refugeeisn and Zionism. vie have been hearing 

from President Truman about this 100,000 or 150,CX.>O-we will 

say under a:>o,ooo seem:, to be the mPdrnum. We have heard 

of the absolutely distressed ones in that radius, Vibich 

might bring the estimate or Jews up to 750.,000 or 800,000. 

against the Arabs 1.200,000. I don't know tht exact figure. 

Do you reall¥ believ~ that the thing is so that you can't 

change it? 

DR. HirTI: The Chairman has characterized his question 

us suppositious, and my answer ~uld be of like natureo 

Ir you can convince at this &age the Arabs ot the good faith 

involved in that i:nase of the question, I have absolutel7 

r10 doubt that the Arabs would respond., it you can conVinoe 

them., 

JUDGI!; HUTCH~N: I am mt trying to commit the Zionists 
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in s¢ng they will agree, but I am supposing it. Thank you 

Ve"C""J" mucho 

Dlt. AYDELOTTE: I think I can ask the Judge' a question 

in another tom, which is not suppositious but a matter ot 

!act. 

We have heard a good deal or testimony here .tran various 

sectors of Jewish opinion-some of it I dare say ould be 

alm:>st parallel to the statement that you made a moment ago 

that you thought this was a problem that could be settled 

only by force-and I just wondered when you mde that state­

ment whether you reall;y meant it that way. This is vlhat I 

want to ask you as a question of fact 

~ie have heard from other sec ons or Jewish interest 

quote moderate--so mderate as oot to be popilar with their 

fellow Jews-vi ewe. Are there those elements in the Arab 

world? Are there, besides the people who take extrem, 

views on this subject, .hrabs who take a lll)re IOOd.erate point 

of view? 

DRo HrrTI: So far as I know, sir., there ie no crganized 

piblic opinion., I miiltt say, or moderate r:ublic opinion which 

v«:>uld represent that point of viewo. There m~ be indivi­

duals who do. However, Doctor Hazam. will come to that 

later o He came back from Palestine only recent.11" • and he JDa7 

be able to advise youo However, I would venture to usk the 
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.Judge a tew questions before I camnit J111"S8lt on this sub-

ject <> 

How many are you willing to take into the United States? 

JUDm; Wl'C~N: I would be awful liberal with them I 

(Laughter) 

DR. HITTI: The question has become so complicated that 

there is some rumor if the Zionists are permitted to establish 

themselves in 1->alestine., they will oot be satisfied with 

Palest:lne, and all kinds ot thinga--ao D11ch, in tact., that 

I hated to get into this thing DIJ'Self'. I was dragged into 

i t . So much dirt and emotion and perf'icial thinking along 

these lines bas been created., and maey people believe these 

rumors JJ11ch more readily than they believe the facts. 

MR. JlkiTICE SINGIEl'ON: You didn't mean 1:he Ccamittee 

wo\Ud give it superficial consideration? 

DR. HITTI: No, sir. 

(Laughter) 

DR.. HnTI: fie have to wait until the Cazmittee makes 

its report ! 

JUDGI!; HtJrCHESON: I doubt it we he.aw exhibited any 

thinking of any kind, much! 

DR. HrrTI: Not yet! 

JUDCE HUl'CHESON: As r ar as I am concerned, I am lib 

you as an American. not that I would want to break everr­

thing down, but I think in th~ fac of a great trage~, we 
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deal. in the lw with ir ecedents and with cases lli. thout pre­

cedent o I think this is a case w:i thout Jrecedent, llhere our 

country could do something, and I personally wrul.d be glad 

to say SOo 

DRo HITTI: Yes, sir, and I can answer ~rsonally how 

I feel. I satisfied myself with the answer that the people 

there feelo That is what you wantedo 

MR. CROSSMAN: \Vould you say if the ,·iestem Po\vers 

were willing to Dake a very big gesture dlld do a big job in 

taking in refugees, that would have a considerable effect on 

the opinion of the Arabs on this question? 

DR. HXl'Tl: Absoluteq, one hundred ~ r cent, o 

Jm. 1C DONaLD: Mr. Chainnan, might I ask youone 

questiono It hasn•t to do with politics, bl.tit goes back 

beyond ito 

JUDGE HUl'CHE~ON: I don 8t know what is politics and 

what is mt; just ask the question 8 

MRo MC OONAID: Professor Hitti is a great historian, 

so I wonder if' he would take two or thre minutes to en­

lighten the Committee on his conception of the racial and 
I 

ethnic make-up of the area of Palestine when the Jews came 

at the time of Moses and Joshua o 

DR. HlTTI: I will be delighted,siro 
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MR . .UC DONAI.D: I think you ought to get a statement 

from the Chairman as to whether it is to be two minutes or 

a classical college periodo 

DRQ HITTI: I can answer that brieflyo 

We know from the Old Testament that the native 

population or Palestine was largely Amorite. In other places 

of the Old Testament they are called Canaanites. Both were 

Semiteso 

The Amorites occupied the highlands and the Canaanites 

occupied the lowlandso The Philistines, who \Vere not Semites., 

occupied the coastq They had five cities, beginning with 

Gaza in the south and ending with Jaffa in thenorth. So 

you have a majority of the Semitic population in the inlcU'ldQ 

These were the major ethnic elements, and there were oth3r 

small groups that are referred to in the Old Testament as 

Jebusites, about \14lam we know very little. Also Horitesa 

vie know now tl'.ey are descended from a non-Semitic stock. rVe 

didn't lmow that beforeo 

David himself dul not occupy Jerusalem until sane time 

after he became Kingo He took it away from the Jebusites, 

we are told. Who they were exactly, we don't know. So 

there were elements in the country, mostly Semite, partly 

lndo-European, part.q unknowno 

The Hebrews, according to the best scholars, were 
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descerded from the lhabiru., descended from Abraha. Ir yw 

accept the story., I h.:.~ve no objection. I den •t want to under­

mine the religious teellngs or ~, but the mdern school 

is doubtful ot his historicity as a pereono They th1ok the 

earliest ancestors ot t~ Jews were the Khabiru, wm were 

mmtioned first in connection with the invasion of Syria 

about 1600, and later with the Aramian invasion ot Syria 

about 1375 B.C., who are mentioned in the Tell Al-lmama 

letters which wre wr.1.ttfm to Amen Hotep the Third and Amen 

Hot,ep the Fourth, who was better Jmo• as Ikhnatono 

The first t h1e t h9 He brews appea d in history, they 

appeared under the name .Khabiru, but that is no~ an ethnic 

term. They appeared as mercenary, adventurous people, con­

nected with the Hyksos anqy and later with the ArBIDBan 

invasion. Therefore, according to the best authors on this 

subject, Hebrews came as Heberu in connection with the 

Hittite (Hy.ksoa) movEID8nt bet·ween 1600 and 1.345 B.C. from 

the north. Then we have another current coming from Egypt 

under Moses and Joahua, which is dated 1225. Again B)t all 

scholars agree on that date. They came from thl south and 

couldn't wcrk their way north. The coalescence ot these two 

currents, one from the north and one trom the south, con­

stituted the Hebrew nation. 

The Hebrew history begins realq with Moses and the 

Heb w t i n wit h the coaleBcenc under Saul and Davida 
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.lffi. MC DONalD: Y~hut is the best ll>ok, in yoo.r judg-

m,nt, on this period you have been descril:x1ng? I m3an on 

the racial and ethnic make-up prior to lloses and Joshua? I'm 

not assumina all rrq colleagues are going to read it, but. v '° 

(Laughter) 

DRo HlTTI: There isn 9t one single book., but I think 

Ge.rstang I s boo~., "The Heritage of Solomon., 11 is one of the 

best. Then there is .Professor Theobald Meek's, ot the 

Univer~ity or Toronto., work entitled "Hebrew Origin." These 

are lectures delivered at one of the Mid-westem Universitieso 

.MR. JlLTICE SlNGLETON: He went to Liverpcol about a 

dozen or fifteen years ago and studied archeology? 

DR. HlTTI: Yes, sir. I think those books would 

answer llr. llcDonaldi s purp,se or question better than ~one 

elseo Professor 14eek8s book was published three or four 

JUDGh HUTCHl!SON: Might I act as a booking agent between 

you and McDonald and arrange a private conference by which . 
you can enlighten me l 

(Laughter) 

MR. ffiD.LIP3: May I ask a question. In answering 

Mro Crossmanas i~uiry, you said, in your opinion, 11' there 

is a substantial contribution by the •'iestern Powers towlird& 

Jewish refugees, the change of attitude on the part of the 



• 

• 

• 

42 

Arabs would be 100 per cent o 

Have you an_, tbQ.lghtB on how best one could actually 

produce that, change o.t attitude on that part? I man 

quiclcl7? •~hat would be the best am quickest procedure t.o 

_produce that result? The question which was asked was one 

of immediate hnrnanitarlan relief o Have you 81\V thought as 

to how tl.io attitude or the Arab people might most quickl.7 

be changed? 

DR.HITT!: I could answer that in one word. air­

actiono 

The Arabs have bad so ma.qr praniaes from the ,'iestern 

Powers that they- are prone to look with suspicion upon 

promises. It would be action on the part of the ,lestem 

Powers immedic1teq, whether Englam or America, it makes no 

difference, but that would go far in helping to convince 

the ar'"'bs o 

How can we convince the Arc.bs that they should offer 

a sacritice when none of us is offering any sacrifice? 

lffl • .PHJIJ,lP~: Would it be your understanding that it 

.::,u.ld be wise to get the a:wroval o! the Arab in Palestine 

before the v,estern Powers were approached in tmt respect? 

DR. HITTI: I don't think it wl.11 be necessary. I am 

BS1"ing f'rom my knowledge of the situation t!Lat that would 

n~ be necessary at all. Once the iiestem Poi·,ers act, thei 

they can benefit The Arab Leage ~ a much better caseQ 
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JUDGE HUrCHBOON: I thank you very mch, especia]l;y 

!or that historical debate between you and :McDonald o 

llli • .MC OONAID: No debate bereJ 

• 

• 
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J_R, ROOD: Also tor the Institute ot Arab-American 

A!tairs, Dr. John G. Hazamo 

STaT&.ENT OF DR. JOHN G. HAZAK 

REPRESENTING THE INSTrrUTE OF ARAB-A13RICAN i\FF.\IRS 

DR. IL\Ziil..: l~r. Chairman, I au. John Go llazaw, native of 

the United States, raised on the other side, a professor of 

history at the College of the City of New Yorko 

JUDGZ HUTCW~N: You spoke of the other side. '!'Jhere 

are you from? 

DR. HAZAL:.: ly parents cane fran Sida, ua it iu called 

now. 

I have preparod a rather provocative stater.~ent here, and 

of cow-~~ I expect a rather provocative rejoinder. 

The 1:.olicy of the i3alfour Declar~tion, which has been 

pursued in Palestine since the end of the first t·orld ,:ar, 

has been founded largezy- upon gross misconception of the true 

situation then existing in the Arab countries and upon a distil"ct. 

injustice to the native population of the country. To persist 

in such .a policy is to worsen the position of the Jews and 

bitter the f"eelines of the 4U'abs, pave the wa.y for further 

turmoil and bloodshed in the Near .3ast and 1n general endanger 

the peace of the world. 

The a.llied pov1ers i:. ust !ulf ill their oolemn pronounce­

ments and wartime 1)ledges given to the Arabs and accord 
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the people of Palestine ironediate independence and deu:o-

cratic self-government. 

Consciously or unconsciously the Bal.four Declaration 

was predicated on the curious notion of the white man1s 

burden, which seems to be still prevalent in certain quarters, 

the latest adherents of thls creed being the Zionists. 

The British seem to have been woefully una\'rdre and quite 

misjudged the growing strength of the Arab nationalist 

movement. The Arabs beinc a so-called backward, Oriental 

people were regarded as incapable of self-eovernm.ent, and 

as having few rights which a Euro~an iniperiallst pov,er 

need full_y respect. 

The Al.lies doubtless felt the irabo would readily 

acquiesce in the alienation of their land to foreign 

tutelage and foreign imnigration and proceed to cooperate 

with the latter in return for supposed material benefits 

to be derived in the future. 

The Balfour letter and similar statements later 

supporting it gave the world the impression that Palestine 

was predominantly inhabited by .Biblical Hebrews and that 

all other residents there constituted a motley sroup of non-

' Jewish minorities. 

The truth of the matter is that the Arabs had already 

acquired considerable e>tperience in constitutional Government 

and had their elected deputies in the Turkish parliament. 
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Palestino had oix such deputies, while much of the local 

administration was in their hands. 

In Palestine they constituted nine-tenths of the 

population, approximatelyo Far tram granting p,lltical 

rights to the Arabs, the Balfour Declaration took awq 

those rights which they already enjoyed and £1ade it virtually 

impossible for tJ1er1.. to reacquire these rights so lo~ as the 

interests of the national home were allowed priority. 

This initial injustice to the Arabs involved further 

llieasures which helped to compound it severalfold. Out or 

it came another strange noti on, namely, th.,. t all major 

problems directly or ranotely connected with Jewish life 

in Europe must be solved at the expense of the Arabs, 

althoush, the Arabs had no part in the creation or aegra­

vation of any of these strictly European problems. 

Before 1937, when Balfour iuade his declaration, there 

was never any Palestine question, or even any Palestine as 

a political or geographical entity, as Professor IIitti has 

explained. Thero was, however, in Europe, not in the Arab 

world, a Jewish problem, a Zionist problem, and later when 

nationalism arose, a refuBee problem. 

The Jewish question is as old as the Roman mnpire 

and Christianity. S01Le 50 years ago, owini to the revival 

of anti-Semitism in Europe, a Zionist movement developed 
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which hoped to solve the age-old Jewish pro blew by 1.JOll tical 

means, that is, by conceiving of the Jews as a nation, and 

agitatiric for a national home or state, preferably in 

Palestine. 

Finally, there is the 1:JrOblem of the refugees, or dis­

placed persons. This, as has often been pointed out both 

by experts and statesmen, is not a peculiar}¥ Jewish prob­

lem. 

,l few days ago Ernest Devin, British Foreien Secretary, 

declared, and I quote, "The Jev.ish problem is only one part 

of the refugee problem affecting millions of others." 

~-:hy the rtrabs should be imposed upon and suffer for 

the consequence~ of gurope•s religious intolerance is a 

baffling but legitimate question. The Arabs, it sh0uld be 

repeated, re not the creators of any of these probleras. 

The Jewi h problet existed for countless centuries before 

there was ever a n:odern Palestine question . t!or did the 

,\.rabs cre..ite the Palestine questiono That que~tion is a 

recent special, deliberi.lte, artifical and secret concoction 

of the Zionist and their fair weather friends in the 

British Cabinet, each with his own special axe to ;rind . 

It has frequently been said that in a sense .rab 

Palestine mid'lt be considered (A l"1eddir4:; ef,ft r,.ade to the 

Zionists upon the marriage of Jewish nationalism to the 

Drit . h • • If so , h • f t r r no • b e • ~oui ~ . 
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by the gallant donor at the time it seemed to have been 

so freely tendered. Since the &ift was the homeland and 

propertJ of the rab inhabitants who were never consulted in 

its disposal and who resented being bartered about, the 

British in all experienced considerable difficulty and delq 

in the process of deli very. 

Nor, surely, can anyone accuse the Arabs of havine 

anything to do with driving the Je,,s and other peoples out 

of their homes in Europe. r:hy, then, should they be singled 

out and be forced to accept in their co~llltry aliens vmom 

i!:urope and the New ~:orld apparently will not take'] ~·;h.y 

should they submit to be swamped by Jevdsh refugees whose 

express purpose is to take over ulti.111ately fron~ native 

inhabitants the rule or Palestine? 

The Arabs regard tl1is, as the Royal Peal Camdasion 

reported, in the nature of ~n invasion, and I quote, " ,~a a 

sort of creepine conquest." Thefore, the Arabs believe that 

every able-bodied Jew who is b roucht to Palestine is a poten­

tial aoldier. 

But the Zionists and their syiupatl tizers claim that they 

.;.re bringing substantial. .wateria.l. progress to the areas 

of Palestine. Ir so, it is purely incidental, mure crumbs 

whicl fall rran the Jewish banquet table. '.'!here benefits 

are possible in the form of direct eu.ployment or 1lrab labor 

the Jewish ~gency and Jewish Labor Federation doliberotel.y 
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prohibit or try to prevent it. 

The Arabs ·nlio concentr~te on agriculture are not 

averse to a certain measure of industriall~~tion in 

Palestine, but they prefer to bring that about Gl"adually 

in their ol'in way and through their own efforts . They are 

opvc>sed to Zionist aims of defacing the Holy Land, the 
. 

well-pr eserved sanctuary of world relieions, by factory 

smokest acks and turning the shoreline into amusement 

centers . The .\rahs do not \'fJ.nt the IIoly land to be co11-

verted into a cross between Pi.ttsburtfland Coney Island . 

In any .case, the proj)osed eco omic improvement of 

P .:ilestine is not tho fundamental i sue . The iss uc is one 

of who sh· 11 control the 1.:oli ti cal life of Palestine, the 

foreign Jewisl i.L.w.d.6rants or the indie;enous Arab inhabita..-·'..-:1. 

tt.11 of the talk about material and other questionable benefits 

is definitely beside the point . 

"The issue," said the Royal Peel Coounission, "quite 

obviously is strictly political rather th~ ~co::CtL'.ic." 

,~.nd I go on to quote, "The establishment of the Je\·tlsh 

national home involved at the outset a blank ncr tion of 

the J1.rab ric3hts lmplied in the principle of national self-

eoverruuent." 

Nor ia tho issue a humanitarian one. Tho refueee prob­

lem in truth should not have the sli:,_;htest bcarin: upon the 
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fortunes of Arab ~a.leatine or its so-called eeonood.c 

absorptive ·capacity. 

ThQ question of what to do with the displaced persons of 

Europe, both Jev1s and non-Jevra, is one for nhich the nations 

of the world are collectively responsible, perhapD, as sug-

" gested by ?.:r. Bevin, through the United Nations Organizationo 

Homes should be found for these unfortunate victims, if not 

in Eu.rope, then in the sparsely settled countries of the 

:~·estern Hemisphere and Australia. 

The little· "potched.11 country of Palestine, which has 

already accepted 1aore Jewish refugees than all the rest of 

the v10rld combined, is not a solution. In fact., it is 

now the rorst possible solution from practically every view. 

If the civilized nations of Europe-I should say the globe­

per~ist in maintaininG tl.eir own high legal b arriers aaainst 

inillligration and at the sau~e time shed bitter official tear8 

over the sorry pli.:;ht of the refugees and deaand thut another 

country, namely., Palestine, should accept these refugees 

against the Vlill of Arab inhabitant~, then such nations 

expose themselves to the serious charge ot wretched hypo­

crisy. They vd.11 have buried their Christian consciences 

and moral scruples in the distant. sands of Pale tine • . 

Nor have the Zionisto J.tade wholehearted and sustained 

efforts to force countries other than Palestine to open 

their doors to th Euro an distress. Contrary to its 
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p.!.·ctentions, the Zionist tt~ovement was never intended to be 

priruarily humanitarian, but purely L)olitical. 

• In 1918 Dr. Chaim ·::eizmann, the Zionist lruder, 

asserted, and I quote, n~:e have never based the Zionist 1uovament 

on Jewish sufferings in Russia or in any other country." 

As shrewd political opportunists, the Zioni~ts reco.znize 

the ~remendous sentimental appeal. which the refue;ee problem 

could engender in the western world. They quickly seized 

upon it, linked it with their nationalist desicns in Palestine 

and ~loited it for their o,m political ends. 

A decade aeo in this country we used to call this ~ ort 

of thing "playi11e politics with human mi:;ery. 11 The f~ct that 

the Zionists who have adherents and sympathizers in the 

United 5tates Congress and the British Parllai~ent, tmerc 

the Arabs do not, ha,,;e never made the same vi. ~orous, intense 

drive~ to open the inmd£ration gates of such countric3 as 

the United States, Latin America~ Canada and Australia aa 

they have of Palestine, is a true Measure of their hwnani tarian 

sincerity. 

Says Sir Ronald Storrs, a rormer eovernor of Jerusalem, 

the Zionists "render poor service to the thouoands Vlho could 

anyhov, never get into Palestine by deridine or discouragins 

every alternative." 

Is it because the Zionists are afraid that if the doors 
. of ;\m~ric..1 ~ere to be th wn open to free ll! • '! • tion that 
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the Jews remaininc in Europe 110uld elect to go to the 

United Si'Jtes instead of Palestine and that the Jews in 

Palestine itself would desert that arid land for the more 

promisins American shores," 

Instead, the .lionists have directed their blows at 

ti1e Arabs. ~:hy? Is it because the Arabs arc relativel.t 

defenseless, poor, uninfluential, and inarticulate and 

therefore an easy and safe target? 

Yet the Arab countries have provided sanc'tuary for large 

numbers of displaced Jews. Paradoxically, by their ageressive 

propaganda and their pressure tactics the Zionists are W'l­

willinJly al:ienatine the 5C,U)(),000 Arabs and tho JvC,<..W,000 

1.:oslems of the world who throughout history have been their 

most steadfast and constant friends. 

The Zionists cannot with sober conscience dE111and jus­

tice for then:.aelves in ~urope and at the sun e t~e inflict 

a fla,.:rant injustice on another people in Palestine. They 

cannot ask for ·equality in Europe and ::tpecial position of 

extraterritoriality and privileee in Palestine. 

Is it not presuu:ptious for tlJo Zionist to e..--cpect that 

tho Arab::; should reco.,rdze the Jews as a nation ,·,hen other 

equally pious, upri~~ht and distincuishod J8\1ish leaderti 

veher.1ent~r reject this thesis? 2ionisr.i cannot champion 

democracy in Zuropo and oppose it for the Arabs in Palestine. 

Do the Zionist~ intend to solve the allogod homelessness 
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of the Je,·Js by .waldA; the Arabs ot Palestine homeless? 

Findine themselves in such uncomfortable dilemmas as these 

the Zionists have often resorted in their propaganda to 

the outworn cliches of the white ma.n's burden by thoir 

campaign of name callings and drilification aeainst the 

tt.rabs, and they are not only forfeiting good will but also 

stirring up the problem in parts of the world where it had 

never ed.sted before, namely, the Losler.i and Arab world. 

In short, the Zionist 1)rogrcllil is far -rrorse in my 
• 

estimation than no solution at all. The proper solution of 

the Palc~tine problei:. has al.re~dy been presented in the 

provi::;ions of the ~·;hi te Pa>er of 1 ay 1939. 'i'hc >olic.t laid 

dorm in thu t l.apcr waz the cu.lillination of more than 2C years 

of cea~eless dlscussion ·and repeated official investigation 

and it I'(lpres~nta a realistic and mature jud3IDent of the 

situ~tion. 

It is my belief that if the fW1damenta.l terr:!£ of this 

document ~re honestly and faithfully carried out in • ·spirit 

and in letter tha ,\Tabu v;ou.ld fonaally accept it as just and 

binding. Any other solution such as the Zionists su~~oat 

is bound to re~ult in a suddeqfucplosion of the sil:Jmering 

eastern volcano. 

Thank you, sir. 

!.Jt. JU!J'TIC\ SINGIJ!,'TCN: Professor Hazaw, you began by 
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sayine that the British seemed to have been painfully un­

aware of the ereater strength of the Arab roover.1ent. Has 

it occurred to you that the British Government arxl the 

British people have been aware of con£licting clajms and 

movements over a number or years? 

DR. HAZn.1:: Claims of whom? 

l.::R. JUSTICE SINGIEI'ON: Of two sides. 

DR. H~AE: Among the iirabs or the Arabs and the Jews? 

!Ji. JUSTICE SINGLETON: The Arabs and the Jews have 

conflicting claims. Has that occurred to you? 

DR .. H,\Z~~: Not before 1917.. ~ statement has refer­

ence to the period before 1917. 

t:R. JUSTICE SINGLE.T~: Your statement \'las ma.de 

general.J..y, and this Committee is charged with the consi­

deration of the position today, and I want to brine you to 

the position of today as far as I can. 

DR. fl.\ZAL:: Uay I ask another question? Is the 

Canmittee to discuss the validity of the Balfour Deel.a.ration 

or is it to assume that and investigate everything else? 

L:..l . JUSTICE .SL!GLETON: The Coo:mittee has to 'take in 

mind, I imagine, everything relevant, and that 18 one 

of the matters for consideration. But the Ccmnittee's 

duty is to oonsider the position today. You realized that 

when. you came here? 
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DR. HAZA?.:: Yes, but I thought you would look ut it in 

the light of the µa.st zas well~ 

1:R. JUSTICE SL"JGOO0N: Very well o Did you het-e the 

answer of Professor Hitti given to tro Crossman a little time 

ago? That is c r-j,t-! ... • ·, of the Bri tf!.3h r.-0vernment, that it 

attempted conciliation of both Arabs and Jews? 

DR. ~AU: That is not~ criticism. 

!LR. JUSTICE SINGLETON: Did you hear that? 

DR. HAZAll: Yes sir. 

!LR. JU STIC~ .:3IllGI .ETON: Do I take it you do not agree 

• with that? 

Dlt. HAZtJ-\: No, my cri tici of the British Government 

is that it gave out the Balfour Declaration in tha first 

placeo 

l~. JUSTIC-q; S:CJGLETON: 

Y1hich was done 28 years ago. 

to two sides, must on~ not? 

DR. I-fo.Z _: Presumably. 

Yes, that is done, something 

But today one mu.st have regard 

l~ll. JU6"'TICE SillGIETON: Can you imazine in the circwn­

stances any better tribute to aey government than that it 

attempted conciliation? 

DR. ILl.ZAM: I don•t deny that the Dritish Government 

has attempted ccncillation. 

tt;,R. JUJTICE SilJGLETON: You would regard it as sa~ie­

thing :.ha a rrov rnn:ent in uch ci1 umatanc s o~ht to do, 
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DR. ~Ala:: Vlhat the ultimate lxirposas ot the British 

Government in Palestine are, only the British GoverZJDent, 

so tar as I know, knowso I don1t know what the British 

Governnent is tryine to do in Palestineo 

UR. JUSTICE Sll{GLETON: I am not asking you the ulti­

mate lAl,rpose. I am asking you 'Whether or not you ,vould 

regard conciliation as desirable. 

DR. HAZA!:: Non, you mean? At the present time? 

?aR. JUSTICE SirJGLl!,"TON: Thro~hout these dioputes and 

differences. 

DR. HAZAM: I v10-ald regard the correction or the 

original order as being far more desirable than that, but 

if I had to choose for the subsequent period I think con-

• ciliation 18 the proper tJrl.ng. I pointed out, I believe, in 

my pa.per that the White Paper of 1939 attempts to bring about 

a certain measure ot conciliation which might be accepted 

by the Arabso 

1.iR. JUSTICE SillGLETOfJ: Uat"l' let ua look back a stage. 

Prior to l:717 the lot of the Arabs in Palestine under the 

Turks was not altogether happy, wa.s it? 

DR. HAZAt:: :':ell, I think you mi.8ht say tho same tJdng 

about a lot of other p,ople. 

l1R. JU~'TICE SINGI.ErOP: I am not asking about other 

people at the momento 

• 
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DR. HAZAll: I don•t think they were aey more unhappy 

than people living elsevrhere in the Ottoman empire. 

I.:R. JUSTICE SINGlli1TON: Their position has changed 

a good deal. 

DR. HAZAM: Undoubtedly that is true. 

JU!:>'TICS SINGLETON: You bec.1.r that in m.nd, that 

to some extent, at least, the position wa~ relieved a little 

by the troops of the allied armies, or the Dritish Army. 

DR. HAZAf!: ?lus the Arab Al'f!JY. 

Ltt. JU...,'TICE SINGLETON: The fX)Sition of the ~abs 

has been helped there? 

D~. HAZA!.~: In what sense, sir? 
• 

Mn. JUSTICE SINGL!i-OON: The Arabs in Palestine r,cre 

freed fron, Turkish dooination and I thout;ht they wished to 

be so, but you seem hesitant about ito 

DR. HAZAU: The question is not that, Sir John. It 

wasn•t simply freedom fran the Turks; it vas independence 

that they wanted o If it r<ere freedom fran the Turks, they 

wero prepared to revolt against the Turks whether tho British 

were there or not. As I understand it, in lookinc at the 

rah nationalist movement, prior to the outbreak c£ the World 

War, they had planned an uprising in the course of 1915 or 

1916, and it happened that the \"iar came at that time. 

~R. JUSTICE S:CJGLETON: It may have been, though, that 
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the British help meant a little at that time. 

DR. HAZA?.!: I am not denying the Britioh help at all 

in ~l i mi nating the Turks. 

MR. JUSTIC~ SlllGLETON: I wondered if you appreciated 

DR. HAZAll: I am sorry to have conveyed that notion. 

J.J?. JUSTICE SDlGLETCl'l: You read a sentence, and I 

would like you to read it again if you will. You read some 

sentence about a ~f'·t.~ a marriage of British i.J.lperialism 

to Zionism. "'~ill ·rou read that again? 

DR. P.AZA!l: I will be veey g4'4 too I said, "It has 

frequently been said that in a sense Arab P~lestine might 

be considered as a nedding gift made to the Zioniats upon 

the marriage of Jm'lish natioruliurr. to British inperiaJ.ismo" 

LR. JUsrICE 3INGLin'0N: Read on a little. 

DR. HAZAL.: "If so, that cirt had not been acquired by 

the gallant donor at . the time it seeoed to be so freely 

tendered." 

~.:R. JUSTICE SDJGLETON: I tholJlht there waa s<..eothing 

more. I would like you to tell me one thing. Hearin[; in 

wind that this Ccmnitt0e, can.posed of members of tv,o nations, 

is c ailed together to help towards a solution of one of the 

roost difficult probler.us, do you think a statet1ent of that 

kind from a profeeGor of history is a help? 
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DR. HAZA1: I should like to get a criticism of the 

stateluent first, if I may. I mean, what specific objection­

it is no help to\rd.rd the solution of the problem, I quite 

adc:dto 
had 

1il{. JUSTICE SINGLETON: 7Je have/lots or ,dtnesses before 

us, and I am elad to saY,and to say publicly, that a c;ood 

many of them, most or theru, have tried to help u.e, but I cannot 

see hm-, a s~tewent of that kind can help. I wish I could, 

because I look for help time and again, aa I have said. 

DR. HAZA?L: I am ::rJrry. It is a little flippant, I 

adnd.t . 

1!:.R. JU3rICE SINGLETON: C n ider this aeain, if you 

will: The spirit of conciliation has been referred to. Do 

you recognize that unloss somo means to solve this question 

can be found somewhere there may be further trouble throughout 

the world? 

DR. HAZAM: I pointed that out in my paper, I believe. 

MR. JUSTICE SINGLETON: Do you t d.nk .it behooves all 

cood men to do all they can to avoid that? 

Dlt. HAZA?.:: I certainly do, sir. 

llH. JUSTICE SINGlli'TON: Thank you. 

!l. .. JOH. 1.iii.NNINGfl, .-BULL!!:R: You mentioned in t.he 

beginnini; of your staten:ent--I tf:ink you used one sentence 

with reference to it. You said that the people of Palestine 

must be -given their irnmediate independence. Io that rlzht? 
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DR. HAZML: That is the sentiment. 

think that that vaould result in peace in Palestino in the 

inmedia.te future? 

DR. H,LZAL.: I believe that if it were not dooe it wouldn't 

bring peace. 

Li"JOH t ::lNNINGI-W..-DULLER: Is it your view that peace 

must be absent from Pal.c~tine for yea.rs to come? 

DR. HAZAM: Under the present arrangement it seems to me 

that it does not look very promising • 

l!AJOn iLANNINGH.J.:-DtnJ..&1 : If peace is the objective, what 

is to be ~eel by a grant of indeµendence now? 

DR. HAZAM: So ~ar as the Arab is concerned, that 

would simply be a grant of a promise which they fool had 

been elven to the, .. durin~ the course of tho waro 

• " • JO:., • , .\ l\'R.TTUGH ,\ ' . BULLER ~lA .n. NJU'Ut.Ln iuu-. 1 : Let us get away tr~ that. 

I am trying to consider the prospects or those who are now 

in Palestine, whether thoy be Jew or Arab. U independence 

was granted no\'I it VX>uld not mean peace or conciliation 

between those two pe:,ples? 

on. IIAZ.AL:: So 1A,ng as the Zionists insist upon being 

political it wouldn't. But if they lived in the cowitry the 

same as other peo1Jle a.m integrated themselveo in tho po~u­

lation thero would be poaco. Rut I am not inclined to 
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think it v«>uld ffiean that. 

11.AJOR Mi\NNINGH;~-BULLEH: Is it your view that to 

obtain peaceful conditions there must be a ·~rtod of control 

exercised by some external body for sane years before the 

grant or independence? 

DR. HAZAl/.: From now, do you mean? 

IJi.AJOH ?.:ANNINGH . .''11-00LLER: From now on. I am dis­

regarding any document that caoe into existence beforeo 

DR. HAZ~: You are asld.ng for m:y opinion or tor the 

position of the Arabs, or what? 

MAJOR J/,ANNil!GII,u!-BULI.£R: I am askine for your opinion • 

DR. HAZAl::.: I think there would be, in accordance with 

the White Paper, a period of control provided for there, 

the White raper of 19'5} o 

UJOR t:,lNNINGH~.;:-DULLEa: I didn • t ask you about the 

Vlhite Paper of 1939. I asked whether you recor;nized for 

the purpose of keeping peace between the two e roups nor, 

the necessity of some external power, o r powers havin3 power o 

DR. llAZAU: It would seem to me that that would deperd 

on the length of that period from the Arab point of vieT1. 

~'!e had a siru.ilar situation, you remember, in the creation 

of the rtandate that was supposed to brill[; about ultimately 

the cortdition, presumably, of independence of the people, 

but it didn't set any date for ito 
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JL'\.JOR U.\NNDlGHA::.:-BOLLEtt.: !:a_.v I suggest to you that 

the length or that period should depend, should it not, 

on the extent to vlhich Jews and Arabs become friends in 

Palestine? 

DR. HAZAt'..: They were t riendB at the time the J:andate 

was given. 

MAJOR ~iliNIHGIL·Ji:-~R: They haven't been friends since 

then? 

DR. HAZA!.:: Not ,uth the Zionists that came in attar 

1917 . 

M . ...JO!·~ MiiliNINGIL.J· -DtJLLER: Again, looldnc to the future, 

wouldn't a period of that exercise of power by the external 

' 
authority have to depend upon the progre~s of conciliation 

between Jew and Arab in Palestine? 

DR. HAZA?.i:: Who would determine that? 1,1ould it be 

the United Nat.i , .. ns Organization, or who? 

YaAJOR UANNINGHAL1-I30Ll.At: If you could just answer 

' the question I put-I don•t think that your question arose 

from that. 

DR. HAZA),\: I would say if it depended on the United 

Nations Organization the answer w:>uld be in the affirmative • 

FAJOR tAmJINGH.\?:.-BUI..Ll:at: If there was the grant of 

independence nor, there l-«:>uld, of course, be a Jewish minor! ty o 
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DR. HAZA1.~: That is right. 

UJOR !,:A.NNINGH1ill-OOLL~ffi: !t11d in the absence of further 

i.mmlgration that d.nority would remain. Do you think that 

that minority would have a very satisfactory position in 

viev, of present relQtionships of Arabs tovrurd the Jcr1s? 

DR. IlAZAI.~: Its position, it \"lould seer.1 to me, ,·.rould 

depend upon it8 own attitude toward the situation in 
if 

Palestine; that is,/the Zionists in Palestine will live with 

the Arabs as the Jews had previously lived with the Arabs and 

integrate themselves in the COWltry as the precedinp; pre-
I 

Balfour Declar t-~tion Jews there would be no difficult/ l'Jhat-

soever. 

t: .. ~JOR ! .. illtI:l ,It~z.:-BULLER: Do I ·take it fran your 

answer that the Arabs arc not prepared to make an effort 

to prOUlote good relations with the Jews now in ralestino? 

DR. RAZAti: It seems to me that they are,providing 

they are assured that no more 1ould come ino 

1-:iJCR : ·.:~.TIJGfbr-BULL:m: :7hat sort of effort are 

the.r prepared to make? 

DR. HAZ,Ul: You fJould have to ask them that queotio, .• 

I am not in a po~ition to answer that question • 

JUDGw HUTIIZSON: I would like to ask you one or two 

questions. . I think we are all impressed with the eamest­

ness or your feeling and the vigor of your approach, but 

e wer ~ ne of' it beca.u~ you said it yourself.. Do you 



• 2-21 

• 

• 

realize that you weren't completely historical in your 

approach? You were a little more ot the laW7er than you 

were or the historian, I believe. You felt you had a 

cause and you are advocating it, and I am not blaming you 

at all. But you present a sort or- Let me digrees to 

say I am veey much interested af'ter hearing from you aa to 

the perfidy of Great Britain, to have heard the same thing 

from the Zionisto. So if Great Britain ha., been perfidious 

to both or you she has done pretty well, because it ia 

evident that both or you have ideas of your own • 

M~ I ask you this question: In all of' these proceed­

ings, ever since I have been here, this specter-I doo 't 

know whether it is a specter or livini flesh or wh-"t, but 

souleti1ing that frightens some people and stirs up othor 

people. You say that the Arab would get alone if the 

Zionists ,10uld give up being Zionists. Now what are you 

trying to tell me that the arabs think Zionia1.. is? rJla t i s 

it that they fear in it? It is not the Jewish reliei,on, is 

it? 

DR. HAZAM: Not that I know c£. 

JUDGE HUTCIIESON: It is not the f' act that the Jews 

have put in hospital.a and educ,.1tional institutions there? 

Is it cxprcosed cootetit:ctt and implicit sorrtotimes, the 

• 

demand that Jews ohall constitute the majority in Palestine? 
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Is th~t Zionism. in YC?ur lllind? 

DH. HAZAll: In the minds of the Arabs that is one of 

the essential features of Zionism. 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: New, then, assuming the majority 

question was eliminated and the Jews did want to build 

their o,m culture and speak Hebrew like in Canada they speak 

French and all that, that is not vltat you mean by Zionism? 

You are really talking about the avowed aim of the Jev,s-

of a political component fact in Palestine? 

DR. lIAZAll: Correct. 

JUDG3 HUTCIF~ON: I can see that. I have enouGh 

Scotch-Irish in me to oppose it. 

DR. HAZAf.~: No majority, in fact, 1~o Hutcheson, that 

has aey backbone at all will submit supinely to becoming 

a minurityo 

JUDO:: HUTCIIBSvN: I understand that.... Now we shouldn't 

have botten so excited about it, because everybody knows that 

to be a fact, that no majority wants to becollle a .r::dnori ty, 

and lots of minorities like to becane ~iajorities, that is 

all there is to ito 

(Laughter) 

JUOOi IIUTCIIBdOU: Suppose this poor Committee, with 

nci ther the authority nor the wisdan of God, is throlm into 

this thing by the scruff' of its neck vd th the Arabs. If 

,;o are th ir • e _po1cesm·- n, yo ·- re mill t · ntly prepared 
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U' 1'8 do not give them all they ask. 

I an asking you, do you think if you were sitting here 

where I am and I were ,mere you are that you vrould have 

any feeling of hope if 1ou could s~y--and I Jm looki.ng 

askance at the Zionists, not even d~ing to put the wrds 

in my mouth-if you could say, "This idea or Zionism, of 

the ultimate political danination o! that country by the 

Jews is out and Jel',s, as they construe the Bal.f'our Declara­

tion, 1,'fhich gives it to them, it doe:sn•t make any difference, 

we are not talking about the past, that is gone. The idea 

of a Jewi.sh state, thq dL dn' t really mean that ,men they­

started t alld.n.:; about it. They meant aanethine else. They 

wanted to get lot::i of Jews in there and cultivate their land." 

~fuatever taere is, it is out. There is not going to 

be a Je,vish state, as such, recommended by us or reco[1lized 

by us, but this thing isn•t a .u.ero chimera or fiction, this 

idea of 500:;0CO Je\rs over thereo It is built up in many ways 

and there are still sane in Europe mo have been so broken 

and distressed and destroyed, all tha7 have had 1 eft in 

their minds and 1n their lives is the idea of Palestine. 

They havo people there that want them. l~aybe no one on 

earth really wants them but those people over there. Dui 

7ou are not goi.11!_: to have to take any Jewish atato, and it 

you take some •.. ore J8\1s it is not at all aD,Plrt or the 

Zionist pro~am, but it is • • part of the proJralli that this 



• 

• 

67 
Committee lays down, whatever it is, do you still t:u.nl~ that 

just numbering the Je,·:s as Jey:s, taking a census of the 
I 

population, t::e average Arab wouldn •t admit them \"tlthout a 

row? Or ia it all wrapped up with this idea of political 

domination? That is Vlh-:it I would like to find out. 

DR. HAZA.U: I think th~t is pretty close to being 

accurate o The Arabs feel that they have been li vin:~ in 

' 
that country for 1300 years, that they own the land. 

Their children were born there and they aro buried there. 

They are Arabs who have an affinity with all the other 

Arabs of the Near East, and they don't want a o:-oup '.-:hom 

they consider to be foreigner , mo have ttesJer been to 

the Near East, to come in against their vdll and under 

force exercised by a third po er proceed to economically 

and i)Olitically dominate them, political dominus probably 

being the main thing in their mind. 

So far as economic daninus is concerned, that is 

operating practically already as far as I can see, and 

wy operate not with respect to Palestine alone, so the 

Arabs believe, but l'lith respect to the !.J.ddle East if the 

Jews should establish them:Jel ves fully in accordance l'd th 

their program in Palestine. 

JUDGI~ .HUTCHESQr,j: SU!JPOSe it WdS perr ectly clear that 

the question or political domination in the sense envisioned 

in 
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Arab would have the samo feeling that there are too m&J'\1' 

Jews, that they don•t llallt aJV' more? Or ia it bound up 

with this political cociplex? 

DR. HAZAU: You mean would they want to get rid or 

the etlsting Jews in Palestine or not? 

JUDG!-; IIUrCHESOM: That is one q.iestion. 

DR. HAZAll; I don•t think so. I think it the doors of 

imnigration were to be opened in other countries, Jn&V of 

the Jmvs, not only in Europe, would go to t :'10se countries, 

and some of the Jews of Palestine would leave, and the 

pressure would be r clieved ~here as well .' I think I made 

Cl.ear in my paper if it ,,as a que t ion 0£ America, \rell, 

practic lly the en masse population of Palestine nould get 

out and cane to the United States in preference to remain­

ing there under the existing situ~tion. 

JUOO,t:; Ht.rl'CllliSON: One final thing; You said you were 

born ver there? 

DR. HAZA1i: I was bom here, but raised over there. 

JUOOE HUTCHESON: You are a son of a missionary? 

DR. 11.AZAM: No, L1¥ parents are of Arab a~ origin 

with a New England bringing up • 

JUOO~ HUTCH.r!.SOO: That looks like it makes a prett7 

toufjl canbination. 

till. llJXTON: Ur . Chairman, when he spoke of tho defacing 

or Palesti e by ind try, am I to unde stand that the native 
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Arabs object to the industrialization and industrial pro-

~ess? Hydroelectric plants, deve1~pnent of ports to what . 

we call industry as opposed to agriculture? You would 

have the land dedicated to agriculture only? You mentioned 

Pittsburgh and Coney Island. You would block all further 

industrial d evelopnent? 

DR. IIAZAll: No, I think I stated c.1.t the same time the 

Arabs would not be averse to industrialization there, but 

they prefered to do it themselves and in their o,m good 

time. But from the point of view of the Arabs the indus­

trializationaf' Arabs has a pirpoBe, the purpose being to 

increase the economic absorptive Palestine for furthor 

Je,-,1.sh immigration, and that is the reason why they 

object to the forced industrialization of Palestine l":hich 

the Zionists arc aiming to promote . 

. :n. BUXTOrI: or course, there was very little industriali­

zation prior to the last 2u, 25 or 30 years. That has been 

brouj'1t ak.ost wholly with the widespread inmgration of 

Jews into Palestine. It \"tAS al.Jaost 1-'urely an a&Ticu.ltuaal 

country before. 

DR. HAZAtl: In terms of countries of the r:ear Zaot, 

Palestine had industries for the need ot the people there, 

but nothing relatively great, as com.;ared with Europe, for 

examJ?le, a.nd as ccxr.pa.red, ~resumabl.y, with what the lion­

ists 1 tend to do the • 

• 
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tJ~ •. BUXTON: So it is industrialization by non-Araba 

rather than ir:dustrialization by Arabs to which you object. 

on. ILtZAI : : No, it is indu.atriaJiz-tt.tion with a pur-

pose, with a political lObjective behind it. 

llR. BUXTON: Regardless or the purpoae, you 1'10uld 

rather have no industrialization? 

DR. H,;,ZAli: Usually people in the so-called backwoods 

areas of the world who havo within the last generation 

became more or less politically and nationa . ..iatical.ly con­

scious would prefer to do their own industrializing rather 

than to have people from outside with certain motives bohind 

their industrializing cane in and do it for ~hem, Wlless they 

themselves invite them in there under certain conditions and 

make contracta with them, as Russia and others have done. 

' SI.? FREDERICK: ;·:ould you say that the life or the 

ordinary Arab-I mean the man right at the bottoo--has been 

iluproved more rapidlJr during the last 20 years than would 

have been the case l'd.thout this industrialization and immi­

gration? 

on. HAZAll: Do you mean the fella.been, the peasant 

claes, or t. he urban claaa? 

SIR FREDERICK: ~:ould you sa;r he is better d!t now? 

DR. HAZAU: I don't thinl< the rural, or follahoen class, 

is better off norr than he was previou.oqo 

~II r , ERICK: Of course he couldn ' t very 1 11 be or 

oft 
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DR. HAZAM: In the case where the tellaheen has lost 

his land and livelihood, naturally he is worse off if he 

prefers agriculture to \Thate"er he is <k>ing now, if he is 

doing anything. Usually he has eone to the cities and has 

become a laborer there . 
• 

SIR FREDERICK: I take it that the city population 

has increased, vrhich indicates that there was something to 

cowe there tor. 

DR. HAZAM: You mean the increa~e in the population 

of Palestine is due largoly to 1 roroigration fran the outside? 

SIR FREDERICK: Yes. 

DR. HAZA?!: I believe the Simpson report, or soc.e other 

report, re.marked that was not so at allo 

SIR FREDERICK: There baa been a considerable increase? 

DR. JIAZAM: It coostituted loss than a tenth of the 

increase, if I remember correctly, of the total population 

of Palestine. 

SIR FREDl~RICI~: Taking all the different countries in 

the \VOrld, how could the industrialization coma about unlet1s 

there were .some people Ydth means and equi}X!lent and knowledge 

to start it? I mean it you take the population of Palestine 

as it was before, fellaheen and all those othero, ho11 could 

they- nave started industrialization without some assistance, 

both technical and i'inancial, from out.side? 

DR. That is very si.I:lple, it eeus to me. If 
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the pledges that had been made to the Arabs during the 

last r.orld War were tot~ fulfilled, narr.el.7, the creation 

of an Arab lederation, vd. th a eovernment, a sin.:;le ,:;ovemment, 

r..uch as the Arab League is tending towards now, such a 

government mizht have filade contracts with foreign cap;!.tal 
• 

and capitali::sts to come in and develop the country urner 

certain conditions such as would protect the COWltry in 

various ways, economically, politically, or othen'd.se. 

SIR FREDERICK: The question is rather important, 

because here we have a p:irt or the world which is of very 

hic:h importance to people of excellent quality, and it 

there is this f e~ against others cadng in to help, 

then that coWltry is not goinl to be developed. I take 

it your objection is not to assistance coming from the 

Jews and r~ other countries. It is really only because 

you tear, as you said before, that thi:s assistance includes 

the tald.nc awa,;y of the political ir.ajorit7 of the people in 

the country. 

DR. HAZAU: That is correcto 

LORD LOHRISON: ~·. as there arJ.T special reason wt)7 JOU 

prefaced your statement by sayiug you were about to make 

a provocative statement? Did you think we had done~~ 

thing that we needed to be provoked? 

DR. HAZA!i: No sir, but I felt that in 8eneral the 

n , vthe resented at all in the western 
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~orld» has been presented rather timidly as compared with 

the method of presentation which the Zionists had used 

very- effectively, and I decided to present it in a slightly 

different way than merely timidlyo 

MR. JUSTICE SINGLETON: You realize, Lord ~.orrison, 

oiten the timid presentation is the besto 

LORD lZ0RRIS0N: You thoueht it was a BOOd moment tor 

full-blooded speech. 

DR. HA.ZiU.:: That is right. 

MR. JUSTICE Sn-JGLETON: \·Jould you like to adjourn now? 

MR. ROOD: There are two more witnesses !ran the 

Institute of Arab-American Affairs. 

1.~~- JU:}rICE SD!Glli~ON: It is a quarter past 12:UC. 

Shall we come back at 2:15. 

( The meetins adjourned at 12: 15 p .m. ) 
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Mr. Rood: Dro Khali Totoh, representing the Institute of 

Arab-American Affairs. 

Dro Ayedelotte: May I first ask the doctor at this time 

to gi~e us a word 1th regard to his record, that 1s, where he 

was born, his religious affiliations, and so forth? 

Judge Hutcheson: You may proceed. 

STATEMEN'):' OF DR c KHALI TOTOH, RESPRES,.;,NTING 

THE INSTITUTE OF ARAB-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 

r o Totoh: I was born 10 miles north of Jerusalem. My 

parents were Quakers, so I am a birthright member of the 

Society of Friends . I received my early education in Pales-

tine in English and Americans hools . I came to this country 

later and studied in New Englando I got my BoA~ degree at 

Clark University at Worcester, and my Doctor's degree at 

Colu bia. 

If I attaol any vievs to my remarks this afternoon, it 

v111 be on my aasoc1ation and my connection vith Palestine for. 

the last 25 years . 

. I served as a Yo Mo Co Ao sec~etary with the A~erican 

troops during the last var in France. In 1919 I vent to 

Palestine and was employed by the Palestine Government. 

vas the head of vhat is now called the Government College. 

I 

It was a training center for teacherso I stayed there for 

6 years, until Lord Balfe r came and upset things over there 
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and things became very uncomfortable. For one thing, I vould 

not take part in the strike. I got out and I have been asso-

elated vith Friends' vork for the last 18 years. I am nov 

here in this country in order to educate my children. 

My present occupation is that I am the executive director 

of the Institute of Arab-American Affairs. The object of the 

Institute 1s to promote good vill and mutual understanding 

between the United States and other countries, especially 

Eng_and, and the Arab-speaking countries in the Middle East. 

That is the purpose of the Institute. 

Mr McDonald: You are speaking of an American institute, 

are you? 

ferred? 

Is it an American institute to vhich you have re-
• 

Dr . Totoh: Yeso 

Mr . McDonald: Are most of the . members America or Arabian? 

Dr. Totoh: We have an official board of Americans, but 

the staff is Arab, that is, American citizens of Arab origin, 

and those vho sponsor the Institute are American citizens of 

Arab descent. 

I would like to have the misunderstanding about the 

Palestine problem removed if possible. The Arab-speaking 

Americans in America would like to play their part and do 

their share in clearing up this chronic problem in the Middle 

East. 

I had the p.e ur of ppe ring before the Royal 
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Commission in Jerusalem in connection vith the committee which 

met over there, and I appeared especially on the subject of 

education. I have been in the field of education practi-

cally all my life. 
. 

By the vay, in order to give a slsnt on why Zionism is 

so distrusted and feared in Palestine, I vant to say that vhen 

I appeared before the Royal Commission in Jerusalem, Dr. 

Stephen Wise sent a strong protest to Rufus Mo Jones of this 

country because a Quaker like me should appear before the 

Royal Commission. lt is that misunderstanding and lack of 

agreed public opinion that constitutes one trouble vith Zionist . 
tactics over there ~ 

The Friends of Palestine ent me with another gentleman 

to see English Friends, English Quakers, in 1934, in order to 

see if we could not find a solution to all this trouble that 

is taking place in Palestine. We ·met many important officials 

and vere introduced to many Members of Parliament. I am sorry 

to say, hovever, that nothing came of our efforts. English 

Friends are still interested. Of course, this afternoon I am 

spe king as the executive director of the Institute of Arab­

American Affairs and not for the Quakers of Europe or England . 
• 

I vould like to attack this problem not from the stand­

point of statistics or the number of eggs vhich Jewish hens 

produce, or the quantity of milk or butter which Jevish oovs 
. 

p oduce, but from the standpoint of right and wrong. 
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I think I am representing Arab opinion in the Arab world 

when I say that they fear Zionist aims. The Arabs are on 

the defense . It is not tge Arabs vho are the aggressive 

parties in this matter. It is Zionists who are the aggressive 

P8:rt1es. The Arabs see no moral justification for the 

Zionists from Poland, Romania, and Russia, telling them what 

to do over there. It seems to the Arabs as if everybody is 

• 
having a hand in the solution of the Arab problem except the 

Arabs themselves. 

There vas a plan advertised in the Nev York Times not 

long ago to remove Arabs from Palestine and Iraq as if they 

were just so many cattle. The Arabs vere never consulted or 

asked vhether they vanted to lea e or not. 

I vould like ogive a rev uotations to show vhy the 

Arabs are afraid. Way back in 1921 there vas a disturbance 

in Palestine and there vas a commission, a Hackray Commission, 

appointed. Dr. Eder, the head of the Zionists, the head of 

the Jewish Agency there, said the following, as if to pour oil 

on troubled waters: 

"There can be no equality in the membership between 

Jews and Arabs with a Je~ish predominance. 

should be armed and the Arabs should not." 

The Jevs 

That statement vas made before an official commission. 

I am quoting fr.om the proceedings of that commission. 

Here 1s another quotation from an author by the name of 
I 
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Morris Samuels. He vrote a book, the title of vhioh is 

"Harvest in the Desert. 0 I believe it vas published back in 

1941. On page 249 of that book the author said: 

"An Arab minority would have to be created in 

Palestine as the price of the solution if the major 

part of the Jewish problem is to be universally solved." 

You see it is intended to subordinate Arab feelings at 

the price of converting the Arab majority into a minority and 

turning the present Jewish minority into a Jewish majority . 

Rabbi Steinberg said: 

"Palestine Arabs knov that but for the Jews they 

vould some day enjoy autonomy." 

Well, that is just the point. The Zionists have con-

stantly been in the way of developing a grand democratic 

government in Palestine. 

In 1935 a serious effort vas made on the part of the 

British Government to bring about a solution to some extent of 

the difficulties existing in Palestine. There vas an agree­

ment to start some kind of a legislative assembly. If the 

Arabs boycotted it and the Jews boycotted it, they would go 

on with it just the same, but the Zionists brought about such 

influence in the House of Commons at that time that the project 

was killed. The 1856 and 1858 revolution vas the direct out-

come of the 111 treatment of the Arabs. There is no use; we 

cannot get justice out of the acts of the Zionists or at the 
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hands of the British Government vhich bas sponsored Zionism, 

and therefore the Arab revolt took place vhich necessitated 

the dispatch of 30,000 British troops. I vas in the midst 

of it. I knov all about it. For 25 years ve have had no 

peace. Ever since the Zionists appeared on the horizon of 

Palestine, there has been bloodshed and trouble of all kinds. 

I vas born there during the time of the Turks. Some of you 

gentlemen may ask ~hat vere the conditions then. I do not 

think I ~ould like to go back to that day. But at least there 

vas peace at that time. Nov, in viev of the last 25 years, 

what is the prospect? It is my private judgment that as long 

as Zionism continues there vill be trouble in Palestine. Not 

only in Palestine, because Palestine cannot be quarantined or 

isolated from its neighboring co tries. The trouble has 

alvays spread just like the plague, just like the measles, and 

just like any other epidemic. This winter it spread to 

Egypt. It vent as far as Tripoli. Wherever Zionism appears, 

there goes trouble and anti-Semitism. Look at vhat this 

gentleman, Ziff, says: 

"The questio~ is out of the Arab hands and obeys 

the higher law. Neither is it in the hands of Arab 

politicians." 

Those are the words of Mr. Ziff. 

Mr. McDonald: Who is Mr. Ziff? 

Dr. Totoh: He is a publisher in N v Yor . 
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Mr. McDonald: Does he have any official position in the 

Zionist movement? 

Dr. Totoh: I do not knov what position he has. I think 

be has vorked with the American Christian Palestine Council. 

In 1920 I was in Europe and a riot occurred there. In 

1921 another riot took place. In fact, it was worse than a 

riot; it vas a minor revolution. In 1921 the occurrence vas 

a very serious one. 

trouble. 

In 1933 and in 1934 there vas further 

I should like to say something about British officials in 

Palestine. I see statements printed in many different places 

to the effect that it is British officials ho are alvays 

inciting Arabs against the Jew. So far as my knowledge goes, 

I think that is absolutely false. For one thing, the Arabs 

do not need to be incited by the British or by anybody else. 

Zionists sometimes attack Arabs. It has been said that the 

Axis Powers incited the Arabs. Yet, the Arabs had opposed the 

Jews long before the Axis Powers had . appeared. 

Very often I find myself debating this question on the 

platforms of this country. I have four or five engagements 

this month with the Foreign Policy Association. A Zionist 

gentleman who frequently comes against me always says that a 

certain part of the Arabs are the offenders. He has reference 

to the vhite-collared class. I should like to say that this 

is also a great f~llacy. 
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; think the people of Palestine universally oppose Zion-

They are alarmed. They are afraid for their very 

existence . It is my opinion that there is that danger, indeed. 

Zionists have embarrassed Great Britain and British 
. 

missions greatly. I am sure British missions would do a better 

job over thera if they did not have to ooncern themselves 1th 

the Zionists. I am sure they vould be better administ.rators. 

Many officials over there have a conscience about the matter, 

and yet they are supposed to oarry out their official duties. 

It is most embarrassing for them. 

There was a Chief Justice, a very fine gentleman by the 

name of MacDonald, an Irishman 

Mr~ Justice Singleton: Th in 1931. 

Dr. Totoh: Yes, somewhere in there. The district 

officer of Giza fined the city of Giza a thousand pounds be­

cause telephone wires were cut. It was a fine on the holQ 

city. The order was not signed by the regular official. 

It was signed by a subordinate. The Arabs o the city of 

Giza took the matter to court and from there it went to the 

Supreme Court, and Justice MacDonald decided against the 

government and made the government pay the costs. 

Justice MacDonald was forced to resign. He got out . 

Chief 

I know of many British officials who had to leave Palestine 

because the British officials refused to instigate the Arabs. 

I for one have had mot leasant relations vith t e 
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British officials. I have vorked vith them. When ve have 

a nice cup of tea with the British, it is delightful. When 

we play tennis vith them, especially if ve beat them, it is 

very nice indeed. Of course, they have their faults, but on 

the whole I believe that if they were relieved of Zionism they 

vould do a good job. 

I might say that the real British are not liked in that 

part of the vorld, and it is mostly on account of Zionists. 

That is, the Zionists embarrass the British. 

Malcolm MacDonald said in the House of Commons in 1938, 

"Britain cannot continue to govern Pales-cine vith bayonets and 

machine guns." Evidently Britain has been fed up vith sending 

thousands of troops to Palest! • They have tried to find 

another vay to carry out their programs, but the Zionists will 

not allow them to do so . Nov they are trying to get the 

Americans to pull their ~hestnuts out of the fire for them. 

Judge Hutcheson: When you say "they" you are talking 

about vhom? 

Dr. Totoh: The Zionists . 

Judge Hutcheson: 

Dr . TotohQ No . 

Oh; I thought you meant the British. 

(Laughter.) 

Mr . Justice Singleton: Did you say that the British 

Government is trying to help them? 

Dr. Totoh: No; if the British Government is doing any-

thing like that, it is beyond y knovledge. But I kno the 
I 
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Zionists are trying to do it. 

Nov, the Zionists -- and I say Zionists advisedly, because 

I knov from personal relationships that many Jevs are not 

Zionists. That was demonstrated before you yesterday. I. 

knov that many Zionists really have a conscience and say that 

it is not fair, it is not cricket, to treat the Arabs in the 

way that they are being treated . Of course those persons 

are in the minority. I have many friends among the Jevs . 

There is a gentleman in this room vho ls the head of a Jewish 

agency. I have had tea with him in his home, and he has had 

tea with me in my home. I have had tea vith other gentlemen 

as vell, and I am sure that I can say that if the Arab fear 

could be removed, I believe the Arabs ~nd Jevs vould get along 

together. They lived together for years. and they can do so 

again. 

Many times ve have heard about Christians and Moslems. 

Of course, I am a Christiano A lady in London one time asked 

me, "When did you first see the light ? 11 I said, ''Well, madam, 

I am sure I do not know what you mean. Are you asking me vhen 

I vas bo.rn ?" She .said to me, "When did you become a Christian? 11 

That was back in 1930. I said, "Madam, I have been a Christian 

for more than 1,900 years. My people got their Christianity 

from Saint Paul. They took it to Rome, and later to England, 

and gave it to the people there vhen they were living in the 

voods." , We Christians of the :;.last see eye to eye with the 
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Moslems on this question, off1o1ally and unofficially. Both 

Christians and Moslems fear Zionists . The question 1s not a 

religious problem, because most Zionists are not religious at 

all. ' So the religious question need not enter into the 

matter at all, because it is mostly political and economic. 

If that question were solved, light vould follow. 

The Jews are always telling how much good they are doing 

for the Arabs. I have heard it so much that I am tired of 

ansvering it, but I am so glad to have this opportunity of 

doing so, nevertheless. I am glad to have this great audience 

listen to me for a moment vhile I say something about the 

great benefits which the Zionists are claiming for the Arabs . 

• 
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about the hospitals. I am not going to weary the committee 

with figures, but there are very few Arabs that go into 

Jewish hospitals. In the northern part of Palestine there 

_are re Arabs, whereas there are hundreds of Jews who go to 

hospitals mintaine~ by the government and by Christian and 

mission societies. The same thing applies to schools . The 

Zionists are always talking about what they have done to a 

ex•adicate malaria. They have done some things, it is true, 

but so have the Arabs . Tho Supreme Moslem C ounc 11 spent quite 

a sum of mon y to drain those swe,mps over there. So has the 

Rockefeller Foundation. Many Jews have asked me 1n this 

" " country: Didn t the Zionists bring water into Jerusalem? 

One would think that there was no drop of ater there until 

the Zionists came -chere and inaugurated their scheme. But 

the scheme or pumping water into Jerusalem was commenced 

and :t•inanced by the British Treasury. I think a tax of 5 

percent was imposed on the Treasury. I was in the House of 

Connnons when it was considered. 

his he.re to the expense. 

The taxpayer also contributed 

I asked ·the question once on a platform: "Cannot a 

population increase without the help of Z1onism?11 When the 

British took Egypt 1n 1887, I believe it was, the population 

of Egypt ,,as approx.ima. tely 5,000,000. Today, it 1s something 

like 16,000,000, and the Zionists had nothing to do with it. 
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I believe that 1n 'the Cypress, the Trans-Jordan, and 

the so-called backward cowitries, the population has almost 

doubled. At least, I believe that :i.s true in the •.rrans-Jordan 

since 1920. I give you the reason. The first factor for 

the increase in population in Palestine is the absence of 

conscription. In 'l'urkesta.n every young man, when he became 

18 years o.f age, was put into the Army. At the present time, 

under the mandate there is no conscription. Now, with the 

hospitals and so ial facilities whic have been started by 

the various societies and by the Government, the Arabs go more 

frequently to the hospitals. As my colleague said this morning _ 

the general standard is rising ever here. The Jews talk 

about so many improv ments hara a there, but they sof~-pedal 

the question of Arab. friendship. hey have not made any 

headway whatever in winning the hearts of the Arabs. That is 

the crux of the whole matter. In Arabic 1e have a maxim which 

says: "Be.fore you buy a house, make a friend of your neighbor.' 

Well, now, l have often said to my Jewish friends: "Do you 

not think it is important fnr you to ma.ke friends or the Are.be 

in Palestine, in the Trans-Jordan and 1n yr1e.?n One time 

my opponent on a speaking platform said to me that Jews enjoy 

sitting on a volcano. Re said, nwe enjoy sitting on a volcano.n 

Yes; they like to be martyrs. I would say that what the 

Zionists have accomplished over there amounts to but little, 

and unless they 111n the friendship of the Arabs they will not 
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succeed 1n getting very rar. Up to date, they have not suc­

ceeded in winning the friendship or the Arabs, and that is 

·ndeed a great failure . 

I do not like" to have the Middle East alienated :t·rom the 

Western democracies. I received my education 1n this country. 

I have a great many friends in England and in America. I like 

them. I like the at.,nosphera.. I like the Anglo-Saxon education ., 

and the Anglo-Saxon culture. I should like to have them take 

root in the Middle East, and I would be very much diseppointed 

if America a.nd Great Britain could not devise some scheme 

whereby they could keep and maintain tne friendship of the 

people of the Middle East on the Western democracy ide instead 

of allouing it to go in some oth r direction. •rhere 1s the 

danger, as I see it. I do not like to see it that way, but 

I am convinced th.at it is a danger which confronts us. On 

,~his point, I lmmt from personal experience whereof I speak. · 

The Quakers have a concern that the Arabs remain friend with 

Great Brj_tain and with America. Great Britain and America 

have done a great deal over there 1n the way or education and 

1•eligion. I ho e it will not be jeopardized by Zionism. 

It is said 1n New England the.t no soul is ever saved 

aft r the first ten minutes of preaching. Gentlemen, I do 

not believe I could save your souls by talking any further. 

Perhaps you would like to ask me some questions or move 

to the next more illustrous speaker. However, while I have 
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offered some criticism, I do not think I should bring an end 

to what I have said without trying to offer a solution. You 

,ant solutions, do you not? 

Mr . McDonald: We do . (Laughter. ) 

Dr. Totoh: Very well; here is my solution: I was speak-

:ng in a :forum in Boston. There were present approximately 

a thousand people. One gentleme.n asked: "What is your solution 

as to the Pa.lestlne problem?" I said: "That is a good ques­

tion." I said to him further: :,My solution is to settle the 

·Palestine question in the same -way you would settle it in 

England or in America. That is by the ballot. u 

What is wrong with that? The Jews are clamoring for demo­

cracy. England has suffered and has bled in two bloody wars 

for democracy. I say let the e e of Palestine, including 

the Jews -- thee are more th a half rrl.llion Jews in Palestine 

-- let them vote. Ne York State and California. settled a. 

serious problem. Let there be created a legislative council 

witn no strings tied to it, and 1 t the people of Palestine 

both Arabs and Jeus, send their legisla.ti e representatives to 

a meeting and decide on the problem. I, for one, would go on 

the stump and try to use my influence, if I he.ve a~y, with the 

Arabs, in order to et them to accept as many Jewish immigrants 

as that oounoil would decide on. It might be said, of course, 

that the J ws were in the m1nor1 ty. That may be true. But 

suppose tho Irish were in tho minority in Boston, which I lmow 
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is not the fact, would the:re be any fear that they would not 

be treated properly? As Mr. Samuels says, let us have a fresh 

start. Let us begin with democracy for the Arabs, and let 

them have raewed faith in Western democracy. It is quite 

apparent tha.~ the Arabs in the East have begun to lose faitho 

Just consider how many white papers the British Government 

has issued. In 1930, the government issued a statement of 

policy which, jn my opinion, was quite good. I talked to 

many Arabs and tried to convince them that it was good. I 

think that Sir John Simpson did a good job. The ink was not 

dry on that statement of policy bet'ore Wiseman resigned and 

a great furor was caused and MacDonald had to write a letter 

qualifying the statement of polio, and the Colonial Minister 

had to get out. I topped with ome of' those people in 

England. 

Then there was another white paper in 1939 which the Jews 

called the black paper. It seems to me that this white paper 

repres,.u1ts the mi ... 11m.1m that should be given to the Arabs. What 

is wrong with it? The Jews have had so many immigrants, and 

if it is only realized how many illegal immigrants come into 

the country it 111 be seen why there is some opposition to 

tl e gt•ae.t i)tli~,!-i. c,ton -A: Je rs Perhaps 30,000 or 40,000 

came into the country in Polish uni.forms. I hope the Judge 

-111 not ask for documentary evidence on that point, because 

I do not have any. A Jewish acquaintance of mine said, "We 
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will raise an Army or a hundred hundred thousand Jewish troops 

and keep both British and Arabs out of Palestine." I told him 

that we.s a rather irresponsible statement. A Jewish-Arab told 

me that in two weeks American troops would go there. I can•t 

vouch for tha.t, but that is what I was told. (La.ughter.) 

Gentlemen, that 1s the gist of" my solution. I suggest 

that a democratic form of government be established in Palestine 

at once. And it is my honest hope and prayer that the Araos 

will treat Jews and everybody else in a human manner. I have 

no doubts that 1t• the fears to which I have rei~erred were 

~emoved the Arabs would be reasonable to the Jes because they 

are a most hospitable people. You ma.y lmow that over there 

as guests of the Arabs you will be treated right. 

Gentlemen, I thank you. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I have only one or two questions 

to ask. You put forward your idea of a solution which amounts 

to an important grant of the rights of a state to Palestine as 

it is now constituted. Were you in this room this morning? 

Dr . Tot oh : I as . 

Mr. Justice Singleton: Did you hear what Dr.Hitti said? 

He said that whichever way the situation were treated would mean 

ue.r or bloodshed . 

Dr. Totoh: I do not know just what Dr.Hitt1 meant. I 

doubt if any Arab would object to the British settling the ques­

tion. It all depends on whe.t basis. 



• 

• 

• 

91 

, Mr. Justice Singleton: We ha.ve been advised by one who 
, 

represents the Arabs in the America, at least, that if the 

British tried to settle the problem it would mean bloodshed . 

Is that your understanding? 

Dr. Totoh: It looks as though the Zionists are in for 

trou le and will continue it in order to strike at the white 

paper. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: You add to that 1hich you have 

said by way of a solution some words about an immediate 1:mni­

gration, and I gathered from what you said that it was not only 

going on, or taking place, but would continue unless stopped. 

Dr. Totoh: That is what the Zionist people a.re saying . 

I think it is true. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I f t course you suggest were to 

b adopted, and i.f tho British troops were not present, who 

would stop the 1mm1grat1on? 

Dr. Totoh: the Arabs ould like to help. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: They would have to do it 11' it 

were to be done, would they not? 

Dr. Totoh: 'i'he present armed :t·orces a.re British. The 

Arabs are not so well armed. It is the Jews who are armed. 

M~~.Justioe Singleton: The .fear on the Arab side is that 

bloodshed will follow democracy or the vote, that it will follow 

immediately. 

Dr. Totoh: I do not know. Why not let the Jews and 
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Arabs get together and decide. 

Mr. ·Justice Singleton: That is part of' the Arab desire, 

is it not? 

Dr. Totoh: To have bloodshed? 

Mr. Justice Singleton: No, Isa,- that that is what the 

Arabs :t·ear would follow democracy by vote. It is feared that 

~1th the Arabs being in the majority, the,- would endeavor to 

prevent any immigration~ 

~ .. l ._ ~ -- _Tqtq~ :. .. . You fl~~ .tA~Y vould stop immigration? 

r.tr . Ju tice Singleton: Y~s. .. -. . . .. . .. . 
Dr . Totoh: Yes • 

Mr . Justice Singleton: All I ay, is that might well result 

in bloodshed. 

Dr. Totoh: 

Mr . Justice 

The Quakers 

peace . • 

Dr . Totoh: 

Y.es . 

Singleton: 

have always 

Right. 

This thought has come to my mind. 

been renowned for their love of 

Mr . Justice Singleton: I believe that every member of' this 

committee looks f'or peacea.nd rthe solution which you have suggest­

ed promised it, it wou:t.d be or ev~n greater help . 

Dr o Tot oh: Suppose you try it and see how it goes. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: Someone has used the expression, 

"out of' the frying pan ·nto the fire", and I like neither the 

frying pan or the fire . 
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Dr. Totoh: But on its own merits, I think it is quite 

.proper. I think the granting to Palestine or a democratic 

government would be quite proper . 

Mr. Justice Singleton: Very well. If you meant to sug­

gest a little time ago that a British judge in Palestine or 

a.n,where else was removed because he gave a judgment age.inst 

the British or Palestinian Government, then I think you mis­

understand Brit:sh principles. If you ere righ~, there 

would be few judges left. (Laughter.) 

Dr. Totoh: With all due respect ~o your position, sir, 

as a judge, I think justice 1n England 1s one thing and 

justice in Palestine is another. They do not do the same 

thing. For example, the hea of a Jewish agency was murdered. 

The murderer was apprehended. He was taken to the courts and 

then acquitted. If he were 1n England, he would have been 

found guilty. In Palestine, he vas not f'ound guilty. I 

think I am right on that. 

Mr. Justice Singleton: I think you will find that in 

many cases people 1n England who are guilty are acquitted. 

(Laughter. ) 

Mr. Crossman: I should like to develop one line of 

thought which you dropped into the discussion but did not 

develop. You said if the Arabs did not get their way 

they might resort to a u e of powers. You said that you 

di not ant t c,, p nd 01 t t. 19.:.9 e a 940, 
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I think Jou meant, which was that if we did not capitula.te 

the Arabs would tend to support the power which was exercised 

age.inst them. I should like to know what you meant. 

Dr. Totoh: I meant that there is a power which is maneuver­

ing quite openly in the Middle East. It is currJing Arab favor, 

and I would hate to have the Arabs bamboozled 1n that way. 

Mr. Crossman: I should like to know whether you think 1t 

is a better to persuade Briti h or America to work out a pol~cy 

which wou d virtually result 1 blaclana.11? 

Dr. Totoh: I would not call it blacknail. That is not 

my intention. 

Mr. Crum: Dr. Totoh, are you famil _ar with the pamphlet 

entitled "Christians and Zion1sts11 ? 

Dr. Totoh: 

Mr. Crum: 

pamphlet? 

Dr. Totoh: 

Yes. 

Do you subscr be to what is said 1n the 

Not as an Apostle's Creed. 

Mr. Crum: Let me read you one sentence from it. I read 

from page 7. 

"The doors to Palestine should be opened for 

Jews desiring to leave there just as widelJ as the 

economic conditions or the land permit." 

Do you subscribe to that statement? 

r. otoh: Now, let me xpl in -- {laughter.) 
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Yesterday, the question came up with Mr. Rosenwald. He 

said t ·hat Palestine should be opened for the Jews. If the Jews 

·ere to go there as Baptists, as Quakers, as Methodists, with 

no ulterior motives, perhaps they should be given the opportuni­

tunity to go there. But when they go there with the purpose ot 

doing something else or accomplishing .fur~her objectives, that 

is something else. 

Mr. Crum: I read further from the pamphlet. 

'The deep interest of Jews in Palestine springing 

from their religious tradition, must be fully recognized." 

So I would take it that you would not ask them to go into 

t'alestine and give up their faith, would you? 

Dr. Totoh: I don't ask th m to give up their faith. 

Mr. Crum: I thought you said something about it being 

all right for them to go there as Baptists, for example. 

Dr. Totoh: I spoke of them going in as a faith and not 

as a nationality. 

Mr. Crumr: · I think you said that the trouble was started 

by Lord Balfour; is that right? 

Dr. Totoh: Yes. 

Mr. Crum: Have you heard some of tha other evidence which 

has been put in which would seem to indicate that President 

Wilson knew of the Balfour document, and also some other evi­

dence which would eem to indicate that his then Royal Highness 

'r co 1 _tz 1 1 w or t 1 d a_) r v d of • t? 
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Dr. Totoh: There is an addition to that letter which said 
• 

that providing everything is not carried out in accords.nee with 

it the scheme would be nul and void. 

Mr. Crum: Dr. Totoh, are you not thinking of the Arab­

Jewish agreement of January 3, 1919? 

I think, if you will refresh your recollection of the 

record, you will find that there was a subsequent exchange of 

correspondence between Prince Nitzel and Justice Frankfurter 

in which there lias no reference to what you have in mlnd. I 

will read you just one sentence from Prince Nitzel 1s letter 

of March 5, 1915 . 

"The Arabs, especially the educated among us, look 

• with deepest sympathy on the Zionist movement. Our deputa­

tion here in Paris is fully acquainted with the problems 
. 

submitted yesterday by the Zionist organization. We will • 

do our best, so far as we are concerned, to help them 

through. We assure the Jews a most hearty welcome home. 11 

Dr. Totoh: Prince Nitzel was harrassed at the League of 

Nations, and I would recommend you to read Jeffery's book 1n 

which he gives the Palestine situation very careful explanation. 

Mr. Crum: What is the name of the book? 

Dr. Totoh: Palestine Reality. 

Major Manningham-Buller: Dr. Totoh, I gather that you 

share the view expressed by Mr. Rosenwald yesterday that the 

con,e Palestinians 
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rmd merge their separate nationalities; is that your view? 

Dr. Totoh: I think that the legislative council could 

decide what to do . 

Major Manningha.m-Buller: I am concerned with a merger of 

the sep~rate nationalities. 

Dr. Totoh: By all means, I would give the Jews a sh.a.re 

in the interests of the country, socially, economic, and others. 

Major Manningham-Buller: Sinking the nationalities into 

the background? 

Dr. Totoh: Why, yes. I think Palestine should join with 

Arab alike. I think that once Palestine is constituted into 

a democracy, many of the difficulties that are now being exper­

ienced there would be cor:r•ected. I think it would be true vi th 

:regard to education. For example, I wrote a book on the history 

of Palestine and because 1n that history I discussed the Balfour 

,1eclaration, the book-was banned by the government and not per­

mitted to be taught 1n government schools. Textbooks were 

controlled. National songs were not allowed in the Arab schools. 

Major Me.nningham-Buller: Is it right to say that this 

article to wbich reference has been nade stresses changed 

ll.S, tionalism 1n the Arab schools and also expresses the view 

that separate nationalist teaching in these schools was one of 

the great factors in stopping the Jews and Arabs living 1n 

Palestine from getting together in fr1endsh1p? 

Dr. 1otoh: That is true. once t ~ Zionist question 
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of majorities is aclm.owledged, I thinlc both Jews and Arabs 

·.-,111 be leas demonstrative ot: nationalism . 

Major Manningham-Buller: Would you suggest that the 

educational system should be limited to mixed schools or 

Jews and Arabs? 

Dr. Totoh: Jews, for example, want their children brought 

up to lmow the Hebrew Language. They want them to be trained 

1n it. on the other hand, the Arabs do not want their 

language to be killed, so what is the conunon gro\Uld? I sug­

gest that the prinary schools, that is, the Jewish primary 

schools, teach in Hebrew and the Arabs teach 1n Arabic' . 

Major Manningha.m-Buller• Do you think it would promote 

a good reeling if both Arabs and Jews had their children 

taught in the same school instead of in separate schools? 

Dr. Totoh: By all means, it would be the best thing if 

you could create such an atmosphere in order that Arab boys 

and Jewish boys could stay together. In the school which I 

attended we had Jewish boys. On the whol~ they got on 

famously. When you play football on the same team you 

.forget that you are Jewish or Arab. Children should be 

taught together, but the question o.f language is a great 

interest, and behind that comes nationalism. 

Maj or Manningham-Buller: If they were taught together, 

it would mean that the Arabs would have to give up some ot 

h ir nationalistic reeling d the Jews ould to giv~ 



• 

• 

• 

, 

99 

up some or the:Jr nationalistic feeling. 

Dr. Totoh: Do you not think that the people are not so 

wild, after all, about nationa1-· am? In Palestine, you find 

:nationalism, but once relations a.re improved I think there 

111 be less nationalism. Does a ma.n have to go on the 

street corner to tell the whole world that he loves his wife? 

No. It is just taken for granted. A Jew or an Arab does not 

have to tell the whole world a.bout his nationalism. He feels 

.t t . But there a. e other things which are keeping the Jew and 

the Arab a.pa.rt. 

Mr. Phillips: May I say that other countries a.re 

; olving that problem. In Cana a they have two languages, 

Rnd in Switzerlan they have three languages. Yet the schools 

are operated very satisfactori l. The youth or those countries 

nre brought up not in one ~anguage but in several languages. 

Dr. Totoh: But the French Canadians have no desire to 

control the English-speaking majority dl1l Canada and neither 

do the English-spa.king inhabitants Canada desire to control 

·the French-speaking people. If they try -co do tha-c, there 

~ 111 be trouble . 

Mr. Phillips: To what extent do the Arabs 1n Palestine 

lu1ew Hebrew and to what extent do the Jews know Arab? Does 

everybody lmow a little or the other language, or both languages'. 

Dr. Totoh: On the whole, the Arabs do not know Hebrew. 

1•e r ra. s w o I 
W 0 
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speak Arab. 

Mr. Phillips: Do they teach Arabic 1n the Jewish schools? 

Dr. 1.rotoh: They do to a limited extent. 

Mr. Phillips: But Hebrew is not round 1n the Arabic 

achools. 

Dr. Totoh: No., the Arabs will not study it. 
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Mr. Phillipa; Do you have any such thing as historical 

aooietiea, literary soc1etiea, or learned societies or any 

kind, in vbich scholars or both races collaborate? 

Dr. Totoh: We started a club in Jerusalem for both 

nationalities, but pretty soon complaints vere made that poli­

tics vas coming in. Politics poisons everything. 

Mr. Phillips: You cannot make a success of any of these 

Jevish activities? 

Dr. Totoh: Very little. You have Jevish clubs, Arab 

clubs, Jewish chambers of commerce and Arab chambers of 

commerce . 

Mr . Phillips : Do you have conservatives, that is, con­

servative individuals of both races who are trying to overcome 

those conditions ? 

Dr . Totoh: Yes, to some extent o But I think you might 

say that it is universal that the Arabs are afraid of the Jevs. 

If you give the Zionists one inch, they take a yard. 

Mr. Phillips: Does the Hebrew make any attempt to get 

Arabic students in the Hebrew schools? 

Dr. Totoh : Yes, but they teach the Arab everything in 

Hebrew. I think that any university training in the East 

vill have to be ;English or French, and in order to be the most 

practical, it must be English. 

Mr. Phillips: Do you have a single Arab student in the 

J n ersi y? 
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Dr. Totoh: We have some. Up until the revolt of 1938 

ve had some. A strike in transportation took place, and 

since then the English boys have not come. 

Mro Phillips: Would you say that you might have as 

many as a third of' one race and tvo-thirds of the other? 

Dr. Totoh: Well, in Jerusalem you would have Romanians, 

Greeks, Czechoslovakians, and so forth. 

Mr. Phillips: How many boys do you have in your school? 

Dro Totoh: About 400 boys and about 300 girls. 

Mr. Phillips: Hov many Je 1sh boys do you have1 

Dr . Totoh: At most, probably about five. The question 

of Kosher food comes in. 

Judge Hutcheson: We have tvo or three other vitnesses 

vho are to be heard this afternoon. I think ve should move 

along to some extent on the question of hov many boys you 

have in your school, and so forth . Let us go ahead. I do 

not want to supervise the examination, but I think we should 

make some progress . 

Mr. Crick: I understood this morning that Dro H1tti 

vas a man vho might be trusted most appropriately on the 

question of economic affairs . Is hat r ght? 

Dro Totoh: I cannot understand you, s . 
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Mr. Crick: Do you agree vith the general economic 

thesis that it would be impossible to bring about any marked 

improvement in the standards of living vithout tvo conditions, 

namely, an investment in capital, and an exercise of enterprise, 

either public or private? 

Dr. Totoh: I oan point to Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, and 

other neighboring countries who have got along without the 

importation of capital. 

Mr. Crick: Would you agr ee as a general observation, 

irr espective of geography, that those items of capital and 

the exercise of enterprise are necessary? Taking that to be 

assumed, would:- you agree that there has been substantial 

improvement in the Arab standard of living in Palestine during 

the last 25 years? 
' 

Dr o Totoh : There has been. 

Mr. Crick: Would you be willing to tell me where the 

capital and the enterprise have come from which generated 

that improvement in the standard of living to which you have 

referred? Pid it come from the Arab, the Jewish, or the 

external forces? 

Dr . Totoh: Well, let me explain. I come from a totvn 

of 5,500 . There is not a Jew there. The standard of living 

vhich you would find in that town is as high as in any town 

of that size, or just as high , as Jewish standards are. They 

e • t o ma er o e , ~r g d r 1 t y v ll 
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' them~ furniture, books, pianos, and so forth. Education bas 

done a great deal to raise Arab standards, and they· da not 

get that from the Zionists. I 

Mr. Crick: Yes, but vhere does the money come from? 
I 

Dr. Totoh: A great deal of citrus is sent from that 

country to England and to Europe, and the Arabs ovn more than 

half of the citrus industryo They have a soap industry, and 

they make some rugs also. The money that comes to the 

Zionists comes in and goes out againo 

Mr. Crick: I got the impression from something .that I 

heard that an improvement in the standard of living in some 

degree would remove vhat the gentleman in your memorandum 

referred to as predatory leaders. I should like to have you 

identify them a little more closelyo I am not clear who 

these predatory leaders were. 

Dr. Totob: I am about to admit that I do not get it 

clear to myself. 

Mr. Crick: That is all. I thank you. 

Mro McDonald: Dro Totoh, the first reference that you 

gave us, vas not accompanied by any indication as to ~here it 
• 

vas fromo 

Dr. Totoh: It vas at the Haycraft Mission. 

Mr. McDonald: 

itself? 

Dr. Totoh: 

Do you have the reference to the document 

o, but I have it in my notes. 
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Mr. McDonald: It vas before the Haycraft Mission, vas 

it? 

Dr. Totoh: It vaa during that mission in 1921. 

Mr. McDonald: It will be part of the teatimQny? 

Dr. Totoh: Yes. 

Mr. McDonald: That is all. 

Judge Hutcheson: Are there any more questions? 

Thank you very much, Dr. Totoh. 

Mro Rood: Also for the Institute of Arab-American 

Affairs, Mr. Wilbert Smith . 
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STATEMENT OF MR o WILBERT SMITH. 

Mr. Smith: Mro Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, 

I am very glad to be here . I have no Hittite ancestors. My 

ancestors were English on both sides. 

several hundred years ago. 

They came over here 

Mr. Chairman, I am a member of the board of sponsors of 

the Arab Institute, and I am speaking in a personal capacity. 

I am the secretary of the Wilmington Council of Churches, but 

I am not speaking on their behalf. 

I think I have told you why I am here and why I am spon-

soring the Arab-American Inst1tuteo It is not because I am 

a professor or have skill in economics, but for 40 years I 

have been working on this prob em of good vill among the 

various nations. I spent several years in education. I spent 

the period of the gree.t war in India, working vith Indians and 

Moslems of the Indian Army and of the British Army. Since 

1920 I have been in Cairo, Egypt, vorking with students and 

the modern educated Egyptians. 

The remarks which I am about to make are based on the 

speaker's experience since 1907 in service for and among non­

Christian peoples throughout the world through the Christian 

missionary enterprise, in endeavoring to interpret American 

and Protestant Christianity to those people, and to help 
. 

American Christians understand the needs, hopes, and aims of 

t ose nations. 
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Prom 1914 to 1919 I vorked among un1vers1ty students 1n 

India, as vell aa v1th the Indian army and the British troops 

and civilians in that country. 

referred to that. 

I believe I have already 

From 1920 to 1941 I vas stationed in Cairo, Egypt, respon­

sible for establishing and supervising Y. Mo Co A.•s in Egypt 

and Palestine. I traveled frequently to Syria and Turkey, 

as ell. During this period I vas also connected vitb the 

Near East Christian Co~cil and the Egypt Inter-Mission Council, 
• 

in both of vhich vere American missionary societies, and uhich 

as well worked among both Jevs and Mohammedans . Our 

Y~ Mo Co A. ' s include Jevs, Moslems, and Christians. 

The nature of my vork gave me intimate and active contact 

with government officials, businessmen, educators, journalists, 

bot native and foreign, and of all the religious communities. 

I had unusual opportunities for hearing at close range, and 

experiencing 1n daily contacts, the conflicting views and 

objectives vhich exist in those areas. I have been in touch 

by correspondence and by frequent visits vith returning 

travelers . 

Since 1941 I have spent half my time 1n speaking in 

American and Canadian audiences, churches, schools and 

colleges, service clubs, chambers of commerce, vomen•s clubs, 

I have travel ed from 

0 to C d from Can a n F Througho t 
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these journeys I have been amazed to find that along vith · 

much interest in the Palestine problem there is almost com­

plete ignorance as to the place of the Arabs in that sit~­

tion, the relation of Palestine to the Moslem world, and the 

importance of the Moslem world to world peace. rhe common 

impression, I found, vas that Palestine is inhabited by "Jews 

and the other inhabitants," and that the only issue of impor­

tance is whether or not Great Britain v111 compel the Arabs 

to admit the persecuted Jevs of Europe. Growing antagonism 

to Orea~ Britain has developed as a consequence, and Anglo­

American cooperation is linked to the question of establishing 

a Jevish commonwealth in Palestine . 
• This latest development of a threat to Anglo-American 

relationships alarms me. I find it among Congressmen and 

Senators, clergymen, businessmen, and educators. To subordi­

nate that vital connection betveea the United States and 

Great Britain to the Palestine problem seems to me not only 

dangerous to the future peace of the world, but also to 

American as well as British influence throughout the Moslem 

vorld, vhich stretches from China to Gibraltar, and includes 

250 million people . 

As an American and a Christian, I am deeply concerned 

about the plight of the Jews of Europe and the necessity for 

adequate provision for them, immediate and in the future. 

A prominent Zionist leader asked me recently, "What is the 
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alternative to Palestine?" When I answered, "Have you ever 

thought that wealthy, Christian, democratic America, Canada, 

Australia, Nev Zealand, even England, might open the doors 

for them?" the reply was, "We gave up that hope long ago." 

To me that vas a terrible indictment of the sincerity and 

reality of American Christian leaders vbo insist that. instead 

of taking any share of the burden on themselves, the Arabs of 
• .. 

Palestine should be compelled to provide the needed asylum. 

Caring for the homeless Jews of Europe, and the establish­

ment of a Jewish commonwealth in Palestine, ought to be 

handled as two separate problems. They are identical only 

because Zionists insist tbst they shall be, and that the 

plight of European Jews be used to accomplish the political 

aims of Zionism; and also that Christian American leaders are 

unwilling to face the unpopularity of advocating the ad.mis-

sion of these Jevish refugees to this country. This is 

perfectly understandable, . but it is certainly not Christian, 

democratic, or American. 

My English ancestry passed on to me and to my family a 

love of fair play and a sense of responsibility for our needs . 

That ·may be too bad. But, ve have it. I think that that 

probably is why I am so uneasy·as I find in this countr7 an 

unv1111ngness to go to the trouble or finding out what are the 

racts 1 the tot 1 icture of Palestine. My Zionist friends 

f' e h ~ ; t come in; It ink he is my friend. A I 
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say, my Zionist friends have been very unhelpful 1n' making it 

possible to get a hearing on the Arab or the British side of 

the question . 

That brings me to the next point, vhich is to my mind 

even more serious. I refer to the growing antagonism to 

Great Britain, and its development as a consequence of this 
. 

agitation. 

question. 

Anglo-American cooperation 1s linked to the 

In my own town of Wilmington, a few weeks ago, at a 

protest meeting held when an American Congressman was present, 

the question arose as to the American loan to England and 

linked with it was the question or vhether or not the Zionists 

should have a commonwealth in Palestine. 

think that that was just newspaper talk. 

Now, you would 

But I have talked 

with two Senators since then vho said that they were prepared 

to oppose in the Senate the American loan to Great Britain 

unless the ;es were admitted to Palestine. 

I happen to agree that the most important thing in con­

nection with the U~ No Oo is Anglo-American cooperation. I 

may be vrong, but I am so convinced of the importance of 

linking these two questions together that I am quite prepared 

to have you call me a fanatic or anything you like if you 

will only prevent what I fear taking place. 

The latest development in the threat tc Anglo-American 

relationships ala m . I find the situatio to exist 
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even among clergymen. I am a layman myself. Only yesterday 

one of the leading men of my city said, "I vill have nothing 

to do with this thing you are interested in, because this 

iniquitous British Empire is not going to set up a Jewish 

commonwealth." He spoke for a great many people, and I think 

it is a pretty serious situation. As an American Christian 

I am vitally concerned with the plight of Jews in Europe, and 

the necessity for adequate provision for them in the immediate 

time ahead and in the future. 

During the past tvo years I have sat in groups of political 

Zionists and Arabs and people like myself vho have been trying 

to int erpret t he Christian me age t o the Moslem and the Jevish 

groups. I expressed myself in those meetings. One of those 

men vho sat in the meeting,and who nov sits in this room, 

turned to me and said, "Nov, what is your alternative of 

Palestine for a refuge for the Jews?" I said, "Have you ever 

thought of the possibility that the United States and Canada 

might open their doors?" Palestine has an area of about the 

size of Vermont. It has a population of about 150 per square 

mile . Vermont has a population of about 34 per square mile. 

Of course, there is an alternative. It might not be democracy. 

But I think it is the American Christian conscience. I think 

it is my job and the job of the leaders of the American 

Chr stian c roh to appeal to that conscience and not let th 

n b 1 :, d mer e l tt t t 
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that it cannot be done. 

The basic issue in Palestine, as I see it, is the attempt 

to deny the Arabs that right of self-determination for vhich 

World Wars have been fought, and vhioh the Arabs honestly be­

lieve the Allies in 1914-1919 promised to give them along 

with other peoples liberated from the central Axis Powers. 

This is more than a political question. It is a moral and 

spiritual one. Any permanent and satisfying solution must 

be based on ethical and Christian principles. Along with 

the principle of the right of a people to determine its ovn 

destiny, is that accepted at San Francisco for the U~ B. 0., 

namely, "The strong ought to bear the burdens of the weak." 

Both are denied in the Zionist program for a Jewish conm,on­

vealth to be imposed from without upon a people powerless to 

resist. 

In the new world order nov being organized, there v111 

be two factors of great significance, namely, power and 

influence. I vant to emphasize the place of influence in 

contrast to power. In the long run, U. No Oo will live or 

die in proportion to its ability to vin and hold the voluntary 

allegiance of the nations of the world. The methods by 

vhich that voluntary allegiance is gained and held are no 

secret. Influence is based on confidence in the integrity 

and sincerity of those who possess pove1•. Will that pover 

be us d to dev lop and strengthen the cap city for elf-
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government and democratic processes, or will it be used to 

impose from outside patterns or political life which are not 

desired? Will small, weak peoples be treated as pavns, or 

as self-respecting communities whose destinies are to be 

shaped by their ovn inner response? 

The proposed transformation of the Arab majority in 

Palestine into a minority under the domination of aliens from 
.., 

another continent has resulted in a steadily growing"anti-

Semitism throughout the Near East. There was some in 1921. 

It has created growing distrust of Great Britain's 

honesty and purpose toward the Arab vorld. A leading Arab editor 

told me in 19\1 that when the Balfour Declaration vas being 

considered, the late Ormsby-Gore visited the Near East and 

consulted vith him, among others. He assured the editor that 

there vas no intention of establishing a commonwealth, but that 

the vord "Homeland" meant vhat it said and did not mean "State." 

On that assumption that editor, among others, agreed to support 

the proposal. The eventual reversal of that position threv 

him and his fellows into violent opposition, ~o that the Arab 

press ever since has been antagonistic. And I know that this 

antagonism has engendered no little of the distrust vhioh the 

Egyptians, among others, have shovn to British political objec-

tives. To my mind, one of tpe great casualties of World War 

I vas the los o confi enoe 1n Anglo-Saxon integrity to vhich 

the lfou car tion greatly contr1b d. 
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America has had an influence in the Near East dispropor-

tionat~ to its commercial and political interests. Through 

Amer.lean educational and philanthropic institutions vhioh vere 

established decades ago, Near Eastern peoples have come to 

expect disinterestedness and fair play. American influence 

vas recognized and, if not quite appreciated, it vas recog-

nized by our British friends. A British High Commissioner 

refused to endorse the Egyptian,Amer1can-sponsored Yo M. C~ AQ 

because he believed it created a friendship for Americans 

that resulted in the sale of American merchandise. Another 

British High Commissioner in Palestine told me that he counted 

heavily on the influence of the American Y. Mo Co Ao in 

Jerusalem to reconcile Arabe . J , and the British. Influ­

ence is important, in politics and in commerce. 

Nov, American influence is seriously threatened by the 

nat1on-v1de propaganda of American Christian leaders and 

politicians, to compel Great Britain to compel the Arabs to 

shoulder the burden of European Jevs. If American power 

is so used, then American influence vill surely suffer. That 

wa~ exactly the statement made to me by a Moslem from the 

Near East vho was a delegate to the San Francisco Conference . 

Even though a Moslem, he had cooperated vith me in our 

Christian Association program because he believed it vas try­

ing to demonstrate what he called American principles of 

mutuality, coo erat1on, respect for the rights and opinions 
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of men, regardless of race, nationality, or religion. 

The Arab peoples of Palestine, and throughout the Near 

and Middle East, need and desire the kind of help that 

Christian America can give, such as education in vhich future 

leaders vill be trained. The movement for independence 

from Turkey that began among the Arabs toward the end of the 

last century vas in large part led by men vho had been trained 

in the American University at Beirut. 

One need not wonder at the virulent attitude some Zion­

ists take towards that institution. 

The Arabs are an individualistic people. They need help 

in developing democratic, social, and political institutions. 

The very fact of their veakness and need is given as a reason 

vhy they should be dispossessed. As an American Christian 

vho has lived in that area for years, and is vell avare of 

their veaknesses, I venture to assert that e have a respon­

sibility for doing vhat ve can to assist, not to exploit or 

degrade them, even for the sake of avoiding inconvenience and 

perhaps discomfort in Amerioao American -- and British -­

help along these lines vill be velcomed. It may not alvays 

be so, as witness the attitude of Syria and Lebanon Arabs to 

French culture today. 

011, communications such as air and vater, markets, and 

so forth, r undou tedl m r of gr , t mom t and v111 

have great veig tin poli 1cal decision regarding Palestine . 
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In that connection I recall a remark made to me in Jerusalem 

on my last visit there, by a prominent Zt.onist, to the effect 

that one object of a Jewish commonwealth in Palestine, instead 

of elsevbere, vas that the Jevs might be in position to compel 

attention to their wishes by virtue of their position in rela-

tion to these three interestso 

p~oducing objective. 

It did not sound like a peace-

The political .and economic inflnenoe of world-wide Jevry 

1s acknovledgedo But it may vell be considered v~eth~r the 

good will and confidence of 250 million Moslems in strategic 

positions throughout Asia and Africa may not also be potent 

in the immediate and long-range plans for a cooperative orld 

order. A Jewish commonwealth in Palestine vill be an abi.ding 

affront to the Moslem world, and furnish tangible evidence t~ 

their minds that Anglo-Saxon Christendom disregards its own 

basic principles and cannot be trusted except on the level of 

power politics where it may find them convenient. 

I believe that fundamental, democratic, Christian prin­

ciples &re at stake, and that any settlement that disregards 

them v111 only breed future trouble. 

I think that is all I care to say . 

Judge Hutcheson: I have no questions. 

Mr. Smith: May I add one word? You gentlemen of the 

committee have received a lot of literature vhich has been 

calle· to your ttent1on. Bacl in 1920 a famous English 
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voman vrote a small book on the problems of Palestine. vhioh 

I think the committee vould find very helpful . 

Judge Hutcheson: Can you furnish me vith a copy of the 

book for the use of the committee? 

Mr. Smith: I cannot. I have only the copy which I now 

have before me 

Judge Hutcheson: If you v111 let me borrow it, I 111 

see that it is returned to you. 

Mr. Smith: Very vell. 

Mr . Rood: The next vitness is Albert Einstein. 

(Dr. Albert Einstein appeared as a witness, and 

his statement vill appe r later . ) 
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ll8 

Dr . Einstein, vill you make a state-

ment, or v il l you be questioned by Dr . Ayedelotte ? 

Dr. Einstein: No o First , I have t o excuse mys e l f for 

y faulty English , but i t i s my best Engl i sh. Secondly , I 

have come here to make a contribut ion which mos t of t he people 

here v!ll not enjoy. But I do so sincerely , and I hope it 

v111 be taken in the same spirit. 

Judge Hutcheson: Will you s peak a little louder, sir? 

Dr. Einstein: Yes, I vill tryn 

.STATEMENT OF DRo ALBERT EINSTEIN. 

Dr. Einstein: In 192 I as happy to be the guest of 

Lord Haldane, one time Mini ter of War , and a ery clever man . 

In t he conversation hich I h d 1th him there came up the 

Je ish Palestine q estion . He said to me, "You had better 

not occupy yourself with this question but keep avay from it . " 

I as very astonished to hear him make that statement. 

It vas a short time before the Balfour Dec l aration vas made. 

and I could not make up my mind vhat as the motive. I t oo 

me many years to understand the meaning of the declaration. 

I ~as greatly disappointed in vhat Lord Haldane had said, for 

I could not see any reason for him to say tis, and I fee l 

that he said it in kindness . 

ow, I had a very high opinion of our British col onial 

world; t hat i s, I di d at that time . No I have no more 

o n o o at toe pl i n toy u ho I came to my changed 
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impressions. 

There are, of course, a lot of things that one hears here 

and hears there .. I vish to explain vhy I believe that tne 

difficulties in Palestine exist. First, I believe that the 

difficulties betveen the Jevs and the Arabs are artificially 

created, and are created by the English. I believe, if there 

vould be a really honest government for the people there 1 and 

get the Arabs and the Jews together, there vould be nothing to 

fear. I cannot convince you gentlemen, but I can only say 

what convinces me. 

I may first state hat I think about British colonial 

rule. I find that the Brit! h colonial rule is based on a 

native . Do you kno hat that means? The native vas 

exploited already before the English came into the land. Of 

course, the English had tvo interests . 

have rav materials for their industry. 

The first vas tc 

Also the oil in 

those countries. I find that everywhere there are big land 

owners who are exploiters of that race of people .. These big 

land owners, of course, are in a precarious situation because 

they are always afraid that they vill be gotten rid of. The 

British are alvays in a passive alliance with those land-
I 

possessing ovners which suppress the work of the people in 

the different trades. 

It!. 

mode ... o 

y 1n.r 

n ia .. 

1 n 

1he e 1 a 

a ti ~ i a k i nd of small 

tt pt to do ate, t h the 
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help of a few officials, the people of Palestine, and it seems 

to me that the English rule in Palestine is absolutely of this 

kind. It is difficult to imagine how it could be otherwise . 

Of course, ve must consider there are different nationalities 

in Palestine. 

From time to time, people are saying through the news­

papers this and that, people who have lived in thos countries . 

I ~ish to say why I came to this kind of conviction. I regret 

very ~uch that I had to come to such a conviction because be­

fore that time I vas an admirer of the British system. I am 

compelled to consider in Palestine the Mufti . Professor Hood! 

is an authority on that subjec.t He has given solid facts 

concerning the election of t h i s Mufti to the position h e 

occupies nov . The electors did not elect h1m o They refuted 

him . The separatists used their power to bring the majority 

of this body to his important position. And why? He was a 

polit i cian. When war came and the star of the ' Axis Povers 

was very shiny and bright, some believed that it was better 

to wo~k together with the Axis and not wi~h the English, who 

are a little mild, but it was better t ·o work vith the German 

so that they could exterminate the people easily . 

Now, of course, the British a e not responsible for that Q 

In fact, they er very much opposed to it ~ I am not sure 

vhere the Mufti i s now. 

Juel e H c s n: E cus e me . r~ Ei n Did :ou 
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say "the Mufti"? 

Dr. E1nste1n: Yes, the Mufti . 

Nov, hov can I explain othervise than that national 

trouble-making is a British enterprise? It is not so easy 

to get information about all that is going on that -0annot be 

directly proved. For instance, if there vere pogroms against 

the Jevs in Palestine, there vas a taking avay of arms so that 

the Jews could not defend themselves. It is hard to prove 

all this, so I will not insist too much on such a thing. 

But there are certain things which are for me very strong 

arguments . 

For instance, there was presented the committee in 1929 

a letter from a sheik promising no punishment for anybody 

participating in this activity. The sheik sent a letter. 

He was high official to the High Commission . I don't knov 

if he is dead. A letter from him was presented, and in this 

letter it was promised that this man vould not punished if he 

vas participating in this activity. 

Dr o Ayedelotte: Give the name of the man vho vrote that 

letter . 

Dr. Einstein: Mills. 

Mro Crossman: Is this letter one which has been filed 

in the records of this Commission? 

Dr. Einstein: I do not knov o 

Mr Crossman: From here did you get it 
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Dr. Einstein! This, I cannot say. I cannot prove it . 

I have not the time nor the possibility to do it. But, I 

can assure you that the people vho told me that are reliable 

people. So I canaot say that it is true, but I believe it 

is very suspicious at least. 

There is a rather simple police official ho vas in the 

disorder of 1929. He vas active himself. Apparently, 

out of great conscience, he vrote tvo books . Of course they 

ere not masterpieces of literature, but those books vere 

about the duties he had to fulfill in his capacity as a police 

official and concerning his office in 1929. I oan give you 

the titles of the bookso I think this is very important . 

The name of the man is Douglas V Duff. The title of the 

first book is "Svord For Hire. The Saga of a Modern Free 

Companion . " That vas published in 1934 . The next book vas 

entitled "Galilee Galloper." That vas by the same author and 

publ ished in 1935 0 If what he says is true, it is a very 

important document. I am convinced that the people vho 

informed me are honest and intelligent people. I have no 

reason to disbelieve them . 

It is very easy to make out the contents of those books . 

They are little books that are easy to read . It ould not 

be a gr eat achievement to do so . I think it vould be possible 

to find them even in the Library of Congress . I think it is 

very interest i ng to read t e confession o a man vho ac t ed as 
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a British police officer . It 1s not probable that such a 

man would vr1te lies, for if he lived in Britain and he vrote 

falsehoods about vhat happened vith him, it would become very 

bad for him. If it could be shovn that vhat he vrote vere 

lies, it vould be very embarrassing for him . 

Well, those are some of the things that gave me a very 

strong impression and supported my convictions . I think 

there vill be no peace between Jevs and Arabs, but I knov also 

from people vho know many people in Palestine that the pogroms 

are not half as bad as the conditions brought about by the 

professional politicians . I belfeve that people, if they are 

able to live in a half- way satisfact ory condition, vi l l not be 

so much interested in politics if it is not artificial l y pro­

duced by some interest ed per son . 

So, I believe it is not good to take more of your pAtience. 

When I sav certain facts come to me, then I formed my impres­

sions. 

I believe that is rea l ly a very honest book . You see, 

if the thing is really s o, the British have really very badly 

violated their obligations . Such kind of things as I have 

told you did, it seems to me, really happen. 

The most important thing for international relations is 

confidence in international rule. I believe that complete 

honesty in he procedure 1 the o t import t thing to c eate 

confide ce. So Im y add that I believe that the fr me of 
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mind of the colonial people of the British is so rigid that 

I am absolutely convinced that any councils vill not have any 

effect . 

I think commissions like this are like a smoke-screen to 

show good will. I believe that the Palestine people, under 

severe influence of the United Nations, will be able to create 

a better state of affairs. But, 1th the British rule as it 

is, I believe it is impossible to find a real remedy. I may 

be vrong, but that is my convict ion·. 

Dr. Ayedelotte: It may be that you will find more people 

vho 111 agree with you in Britain than anywhere else. 

(Laughter.) 

I should like to ask yo for your advice. We are a little 

discouraged by your notion that whatever e do 111 not make 

matt rs different, but nevertheless ve must proceed on the 

assumption that we must do our best. 

Dr. Einstein: Yes. 

Dr. Ayedelotte: One of the things vhich we must do is 

to figure out some kind of a report or some kind of advice 

with reference to vhat the authority shall be, or vho is to 

have authority over Palestine. Nov, do you think that the 

United Nations or some other outside authority should force 

the Arabs to allov unlimited immigration into Palestine, or 

do you think they should take the Arab point of view into 

con ra~ o and c ose off 1mm1g tion? Jut hat do yo 
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think should be done vith Palestine by whatever pover has the 

trusteeship over it? 

Dr. Einstein: Of course, it is very difficult to ansver 

auoh a question in a general vay. I believe that such a 

government should be composed for the people concerned. It 

should be handled from the human standpoint of the matter . 
. 

For instance, there is a great difficulty v1th the refugees. 

dr course, there ahould be done something about them. I 

believe 1t is natural to bring the bulk or them to Palestine. 

In Palestine the Jews vbo are already there will take care or 

the ones that are bro1.1ght in. 

be in trouble vith the Arabs. 

It is not true that they v111 

I believe that such kind of 

action should not be taken from a political standpoint but 

from a human standpoint. It vould be best for the population 

of Palestine to feed those people and take care of them. I 

believe it is quite natural that they can take into their 

homes people vho have no place to stay. 

Dr. Ayedelotte: What would you do if the Arabs refused 

to ·consent to bringing these refugees to Palestine? Suppose 

the Arab population were prepared tb resist it by force; would 

you compel them by force to receive the refugees? 

Dr. Einstein: That v111 never be the case if there is 

not politics. But there are not only Arab politicians, but 

Jevi pol! icia 

Mr. McDonald: . 

J ve • 

Would you eliminate the Jevish and Arab 



g2C 

• 

• 

• 

126 

politicians both? 

Dr. Einstein: No; you cannot eliminate them. If you 

(Laughter.) eliminate one, ten other gro 

Dr. Ayedelotte: An Arab 

up in their place. 

as talking this afternoon 

before you came in, and he is a man vho has lived in Palestine 

the greater part of his life. He contends that the Arabs are 

af1·aid,that they need no i st1gat1on to res1 t Je~ish immi ra­

tion. They are afraid that the Zionists are trying to develop 

a majority in Pales~ine so that they v111 have political con-

tro . or course, the Arabs are in the ma·or1ty nov, but thy 

fear tha the Jes may a ta1n a m.jor1ty and then they ould 

be in the m1nori 

Dro Einste n; But ho a c eated that mentality? If 

he people vork together and stay in peace together, they 

111 not care anything about the idea of vho has the biggest 

number. The number doesn't count if it 1s not politically 

act1v1zed. Nobody i interested in ho many people in the 

United Stat.es speak French, German, English, or Italian. It 

is all in the minas or the people. 

Mr. Crossman; Do you believe that hat you have com­

plained about has been caused by the British eople in 

Palestine? 

Dr. Einstein: I do not say that it iJ the British alone. 

Mr . Crossman: fo, ut you fe ·ht the state of mind 

t C refer r no th re. 
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Dr. Einstein: I do. • 

Mr. Crossman: And you think the state of mind is suffi­

ciently there to produce people vho are villing to shoot each 

other? 

Dr. Einstein: No. 

Mr. Crossman: But they are shooting each other. 

Dr. Einstein; Yes. 

Mr. Crossman: Shooting is taking place there and has 

taken place. 

Dr. Einstein: Yes. 

Mr. Crossman: Is a figment or the imagination of the nevs­

paper editors, or is it a fact? 

Dr. Einstein: Yes; they are shooting each other over 

there. 

Mr. Crossman: Then the state of mind is sufficient for 

shooting. 

Dr~ Einstein: No; you see, vhat is happening nov in 

Palestine is that, of course, they see their mother and their 

father and their brother being sent out of Europe, and the 

government takes over their country, and no place left for 

them to go. 

Mr. Crossman: But from the point of view of the British, 

the motive doe~ not affect you. Suppose you vere to reverse 

the situation and allov unrestricted immigration into Palestine, 

and allo~ed the Jevs to come in, is it just a British 
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imperialistic fiction vhich suggests to you that the Arabs 

might shoot? 

Dr. Einstein: No; it 1s not a fiction . 

Mr. Crossman: It is not a flction, it is a fact. But 

if you vere to recommend sending the Jevs there to Palestine, 

despite the danger of the Arabs shooting--

Dr. Einstein: I believe that danger is not so great as 

some people think it is. 

Mr . Crosman: Then, under this terrible British imperial-

ism, this terrible British realism, the people in Palestine 

will be st1mula ed to further shooting--

Dr" Einstein: Oh, o· , t 11 not be bad. 

Mr. Crossman: Oh, it i 0 going to be so icked from 
nov on? 

Dr. Einstein: No. There is an enmity bet een nationali­

ties . but it is not enough to make them shoot esch other. 

Mr. Crossman: But in the past you think that the British 

have aroused such hatred that the Arabs vill now continue to 

hate the Jewish immigrants but vill not shoot them? 

Dr. Einstein: Yes. 

Mr. Crossman~ You think the British are so clever that 

they can control to a degree the hatred of the Arabs for the 

Jes, but that the Arabs vill not shoot them. 

D .. Einstein: 0, no 

Mr .. Cro man: .e ain. & gr t dmir r of my 
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countr7. 

Another question. Since the British are, according to 

7our point of viev, completely incompetent to rule in the 

various parts of the vorld vhere they have ruled --

Dr. Einstein: No, ob, no. 

Mr. Crossman: Well, at least in Palestine -- you say 

they should not rule Palestine. Would you be prepared to 

advocate publicly that the American people should take over 

the mandate and assume full military responsibility for 

unlimited Jevish immigration, and thereby prove 

Dr. Einstein: No, I would not do that. I vould be King 

of Palestine if I did that. God forbidt (Laughter.) 

Mr . Crossman: Your point of viev is that you vish to 

blame the British, and you are not prepared to suggest that 

the other great democracies, since we have failed, should take 

responsibility for carrying out the job vhich ve have failed 

to do. We have failed, according to you. Why shouldn•t you 

take the responsibility and shov hov vrong ve are? 

Mr. McDonald: When he says "you," he means the United 

States . 

Mr. Crossman: 

Dr. Einstein: 

regime . 

Mr . Crossman: 

Yes; the United States. 

It should be done under an international 

Well, vhat soldie s should g there to 

Palestine to carry out the American policy? 
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Dro Einst e in : There should be a mixed organization. 

Mr. Crossman: So the of ficials should be of 54 nations, 

or 6 or 5, or 2? 

Dr. Einstein: I think it should be arranged. 

Mr. Crossman: But you vould not advise the United States 

of Am rica to do it alone? 

Dr. Einstein; No. 

Mr. Crossman: You think it is too much for one nat1 n 

to do? 

Dr. Einste1 : No; I believe that any enterprise that ls 

not too difficult, if successfully done, could be done by an 

international or anization . 

Mr. Crossman: In vie o th tremendous success of the 

rule in Austria, and in order to help your Jevlsh friends 

introduce the same type of Je 1sh organization in P lestine, 

you are prepared--

Dr. Einstein: No; I vould take only a part of Palestine 

for governing the land, and do it like other c untries do it. 

I ould not take a democratic basis in th imerican sense, fo 

the circumstances are different. 

Mr. Crossman: But you vould permit, perhaps, a French-

man, a Russian, an American, an Engl1shma, and an Arab, l 

to sit in on a council together and formul e the policies to 

be carried out i the g vernment f ale ine? 

D . E stein: Ye but u not t e om p 0 
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as that. (Laughter) 

I mean there is always someone vho has to keep the line 

of behavior. 

Mr. Crossman: Well, ve rather felt that inasmuch as ve 

had failed, you Americans should take the executive and per­

haps the military responsibility, and then prove vhether your 

theory is right. 

Judge Hutcheson: I doubt if that 1s the vay you ould 

authorize the Americans to do it. (Laughter) 

Dr. Einstein: Of course. the British are not responsible 

for the things they have had no in luence in. That is my 

feeling about it. 

Dr . Ayedelotte: Dr. Einstein, what is your attitude toward 

the idea of a political Zionism, a political Jevish state, as 

versus a cultural center? There are tvo conceptions or 

Palestine. You understand them. 

Dr. Einstein: Yes. I vas never in favor of a state. 

Judge Hutcheson: Dr. Einstein, many years ago I under­

took to make a speech on relativity. (Laughter) 

am not sure that I had not a much better acientific 

and general acquaintance with relativity than perhaps you have 

vith all these general Palestine problems. But I have my vie 

of relativity and you have yours of Palestine. (Laughter) 

But there 1 ague tion which, a a citizen of the orld, 

in a ay, as I reg rd you -- I have cons1dera le respect for 
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your ability to impress the orld as you have done it -- I do 

not knov how you have done it, but you have impressed the 

orld -- (laughter) I know that you do not live in a small, 

narro, bigoted, pestilential, partisan attitude. 

do you? 

Dr. Einstein: No, sir; I ne er have. 

J dge Hutcheson! No, you never have. 

Dr. Einstein: No. 

You do not, 

Judge Hutche on: Nov, your vies about the British 

shenanigans are shared by many, not only 1th ref rence to 

Pale tine, but Ireland and many other countries, so e need 

not debate that 

with it and kno 

attar . I a e never had much exp rienc 

litt e about 1 Butt ose thing ar per-

so al, as you started out to .. To so exten , you are 

like an Irishman The British mad a mes. 

Dro Einstein: An Iri hman? 

Judge Hutcheson: Yeso Pro onged laughter) 

Dr. Einstein: The Irishmen h v for a long time uffered 

under your ruleo I have not. (La ghter) 

Judge Hutche on: I am not a Britisher. I am n American 

Dr. Einstein: Oh, excuse me . {Laug ter) 

Judge Hutcheson: Now ve 111 come to my question. It 

seems to us vho are, as you say, just nother committ e to 

come nd go -- but, I am a Tex n and I don t take it in that 



• 

16 

• 

• 

g33 133 

Dr. Einstein: Good. 

Judge Hutcheson: It has bee_n told to our committee by 

the Zionists that the passionate heart of Je ry 111 never be 

satisfied until they have a Je 1sh state in Palestine. It is 

contended, I suppose, that they must have a majority over the 

Arabs. It has been told to us by the Arab represent tives 

that the Araos are not going to permit any such condition as 

that, that they will not permit having themselves converted 

from a majority into a minority. 

Dr. Einstein: Yes. 

Judge Hutcheson: I have a ked these various persons if 

it is essential to the right or privilege of Jes to go 

to Palestine, if it is essent i al to real Zionism, leaving out 

of the picture the political side of the question, that a 

setup be fixed so that the Jevs may have a Je ish state and 

a Jevish majority without regard to the Arab vie. Do you 

share that point of vie, or do you think the matter can be 

handled on any other basis? 

Dr. Einstein: Yes, absolutely The state idea is not 

according to my heart. I cannot understand hy it is needed. 

It is connected vith many difficulties and a narrov-mindednes . 

I believe it is bad. 

Judge Hutcheson: Isn't it spiritual and ethical -- I 

o not men th1 u r 1 t mo t, I o no mean 

t e id a f t l a t .e er t d --
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isn•t it anaohronistio? 

Dr. Einstein: In my opinion, yes. I am against it, but 

not for the same reasons that Mr. Rosenwald has stated. 

Judge Hutcheson: No. Well, I am obliged to you. 
:-~· .... 't ,· 1 ·•, " , :~ ., 
Mr·. Buxton: Professor, in your general impeachment of 

British colonial rule, you did not quite explain vhy it is to 

the interest of the British to stir up strife over a country 

vhere the responsibility of governing the country rests vith 

them. Why should they make their ovn task more difficult? 

Dr. Einstein: If people are united betveen each other 

and they come to the idea that they do n~t need the foreign 
I 

rule, then they want to make themselves independent . Every 

country with a decent standard of l iving 111 have, of course, 

its idea and v111 strive forward. So an enduring rule is 

not impossible if you keep down the burden of the people. 

That is my thesis. 

What you are nov saying is not 

very convincing because the British nation has for a long 

time specialized in bringing independence to other nations, 

~nd has given independence to a large number of colonies 

which they formerly ruled . Of course, the British do not 

rule Palestine . They have a mandate--

make 

Dr. Einstein: t nhapp1 l y . 

Mr. Aydelott • 

(Laughter ) 

But, f t er 11. t hey h ve t o 

t I 
l, 
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the situation in Palestine is maintained as an advantage to 

the British. 

Dro Einstein: At the present time the vhole situation 

makes for trouble. A li'ttle enmity is good for everybody, 

but much is not. (Laughter) 

Mro Crum: Dro Einstein, you have given us a great deal 

of information, as you call it, about the British. 

Dr Einstein: Yes. 

Mr. Crum: I should like to have you accept my statement 

on the basis of personal experience vitb this Commission. 

Our British and American colleagues are doing everything in 

their power to find a speedy o ution of the Palestine problem . 

I for one think it vrong for ou, as a citizen of the vorld, 

to say that this committee is a smoke-screen, because, believe 

me, sir, it is not 

Dr. Einstein: Hov can you know it is not? 

Mr. Crum: I kno it from my on activit. s. 

Dr. Einstein: Yes, but you estimate it is not a smoke­

creen. I believe the Colonial Office makes it that. 

Mr Crum: May I suggest, Doctor, that you judge us by 

the actions follo ing the recommendations of the committee . 

Dr. Einstein: I vould be glad to be vrong. Nobody ould 

be more elated than I. 

(Thereupon the committee adjourn.d) 




