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CONFIDENTIAL NOTES 

BERLE, A. A., JR. - Interview - June 4, 1943 
Guidance on American policy re Palestine. 

BLOOM, SOL Interview - October ll, 1943 
Discussion of vhite Paper -- attitude of our Government . 

FRANKFURTER, Justice Felix -- ~nterview - October 12, 1943 
Discussion of campaign against ,ihite Paper. 

GELLER, Congressman Emanuel -- Interview - Uctober 1~, 1943 
Dr. Silver asks Geller to Delay action on resolution until 

he hears further from. Arnerican Zionist Emer6ency Council. 

ROSEN,vlAN , Sam J. -- Interview - October 12, 1943 
Discussion of •ihite Paper and attitude of our Government 

to,vards it. 

BERGSON, Peter - Interview - October 12, 1943 
Bergson outlines new ~roject for League for Free Palestine . 

MEAD , ~enator James M. - October 12, 1943 
Senator Mead telephoned. He said in general way optimistic about 

situation - attitude of give and take would bring about 
satisfactory solution. 

KAUFFMANN, Henrik de (Danish ,1inister) - Octobe>r 12, 1943 
Dr. Silver pays call on Minister - expresses admiration 

for evidence of humanity towards Jewish citizens in 
Denmark. 

STEINHARDT, Ambassador -- Interview -- October 18 1943 
Steinhardt says attitude of FDR basically friendly to 
Zionist cause . 

.. ,1ENDELSOHN , Colonel Morris) 
NATANYAHU ) - Interview - October 18 

Discussed coming in of nevisionists into ~ionist Emergency Council . 

PAASSEN , Pierre van Interview - October 18, 1944 
Van Pa· ssen pledges help. 

LEH,1AN, Governor - Interview - October. 29, 1943 
Discussion of conference on relief an rehabilitation of United 

Nations. Also discussed ~ihite Paper and attitude of our Government 
toward it. 

STETTINIUS, Edward R. Jr. -- Interview - October 29, 1943 
Dr. Nah~ Goldmann also present. Discussion of 'hi te Paper and 

Government's contacts ''lith Ibn Sa I ud. t>tett • ius suggests we 
write letter soliciting informtition and asking for guidance on 
subject of Ibn a'ud. 
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WELLES, SU.1NER -- Interview - October ~9, 1943 
Discussion of ihite P per -- need for guidance from our ~overnment 

officials . 

~EYER , Eugene -- IntervieN -- October 29 1943 
Report of conv rsation Meyer had with fresident . (See report of Henry 

Montor on this ubject) 

MORGErTHAU, Henry Jr . -- Interview - NoveJ1ber 8, 1943 
S_>oke of recent visit to No . .ttfrica -- concerned 

of Jews ofP lestine . l i • de ressed about gen . 
at this time . Ex resaed desire to be of 1elp . 

H LIFAX, Lord -- Intervie\', -- r·, ovember 8, 1943 
Discussed (1) Is •hite Paper polic. fixed? 

about militariz· tion 
~ate of minorities 

(~) /hat is st£tus of Je\ish Nation Home in rab Fed . vhich is 
being discu3sed and pres nably fostered b British Government? 

BERLIN I . of British Embassy -- telephoned I,ov . 10, 1943 
StG..ted that state1 .. ent will be made in H use of Co,nmons on uubject 

of ••hi te Pa er . 

LODGE. Henry Cabot Jr . -- Intervief 1945 
Discussion of hi te Paper . .r'alestine as r • t hmu.l Home intr ction 

of resolution -- reaffirmation of o te fa estine Resol tion - - i n 
Con;ress . Senator Lodge o fers su~>ort nd cooper·tion . 

'.cCO&;iAOK John , • . -- Interview -- Nov . 19, 
Elihu D. Stone -:.lso present . Discussion ·lon.;; imil<-l,r lines to on 

with Lo:ige . Discussed absor~tice c cit of alestine . dvis•bilit 
of introducing resol tion in Congress . .cCormack romises to speak 
·ith FDR . 

,;1URRAY . a lace -- Interview - Nov . 19 1345 
Paul Alling , Go on errium Dr . ,dse nn Dr . Goldmann also present . 

Discussed stories in ·per re p~rtition an· establishment of Arab 
Federation ; also attitude of British Goverru ent . 

VEAD, James -- Evening at home of ,lr . Leicht I an -- ov . ~9 1945 
The enator re arts on recent tri "'round world with ,,t,>,rticul· r 

reference t Greu t Jr i tain, o . r.frica and Pules tine . Behind 
r "tish _position is uestion of oil in tr·.b c • 1 ... rLw·. 

BLOOI, Cc. wrm:sr an -- Int rvle1 -- I1ov . "O, 194· 
Con..:>re snan Bloom t hinks )alestine esolutio should be introduced 

in Senute, refcrubl b Senator fr rkley . Ur es that Dr . i''e should 
• ttend hearing of Forei r ff· irs Committee on Resolu -io . 

T11Fr Robert -- Jntervie Nov . '0. 1 4' 
Taft given ac~bround of µresent vit · tio 11th ref. o alestine 

and ;hite Pa er . Indicates re 1 interst . 

"CHEDER 11 Group -- .,eet:r 6 • t home ... r . Taub v . 50. 1 4 
40 econonists sciertists etc . presert. Discussed tresent s t· tus of 

Zionist b.lovement in m rica stor of A .er.:.c.:an J -..; ish Conference 
resent British olicy 1ith reference to ·lestine ; ~lso of our on 
government . 
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EXECUTIVE MEETING - Americi..1.n Zionist Emergency Council -- Dec . 1, 1 43 
Unanimo1:1s opinion th& t Cmnmon.~eal th idea s "ould be tied up with 

campaign ag&inst ihite Paper . 

MENDELSSOHN., Col . - meeting -- Dec . 14, 1943 
Ben Horin also present . They are asked to answer t\o ~uestions &sked 

by P. 1. Exec. . to \\hich Ben Horin wrote reply v,hich was forwurded 
to Jerusalem . 

PRESS CO FERENCE -- Dec . 14., 1g45 
Told ~O representcatives of Je\"iish press the work of the Emergency 

Council . Discussion developed· round activitie~ of Bergson grou1>. 

HILLI.lAN, Sidney - Intervie-w -- Dec. 15, 1943 
Hillman does not think \ 1ise for him assume chairmanship of Lhbor 

Committee . Is ~repared to all he can to help cause. 

~l\LKER Pos tma.ster Frc..nk -- Dec . 23 1 43 , 
ostrn~~ter 1alker tele.!Jhoned. uaid no cb·nge in attitude 0"' P es:i en . 

Said v,e 1rould hear from Presinent before long, that there v-ould be so1, ething 
which would please us . 

STRAUS, Nath&n - January 11 1944 
I telephone him . sk if an, tr.int::, further from Pontmc.ster ,alker . 

Following morning 1 r . 1~1ontor relays mensage to me . 

HULL, Cordell -- Intervie~ - Januarv 1~, 1944 
Gaid st~tement from Churchill should e forthcoming before end of 
Iv"arch . Anxious to leave no dou t tba.t .. is Department much intE.:rested 
in Palestine . Sho; him our resolution . 

HOSKINS, Colonel -- Intervie\ -- ~an . 1~, 1944 
We discuss his earlier memorandlli!l v.hicn I criticized . Said sole 
object wus to keep pe~ice during v,ar . He thouE:-1~ht th re was dan er 
of ur ousing u.nti-Semitism in countr by too strong t'alestine 
a-"gression . 

CLARK i:ienutor Bennett Champ -- I Lterview - Ja1, . l" 1944 
Jaid he would v0te for falesti11e Resolu-:.ior_. 

BARKLEY. Senator - Interview -- fo.n ·urJ l~, 1 44 . 
Ile will vote for ~esolution -- said it ,a.S good c:..nd mild e ough . 

HOU0E OF RE.PRESENTATIVES - Ja1u .... rJ 27. 1944 
Palestine Resolution introduced by .James A . , right of Pa. and 

Ranulf Compton of Conn. 

SENATE - February 1 1944 
Pules tine Resolution introduced by Sena. tor ;Jtit_;ner of . Y. and Senu tor Ta t 

of Ohio 

Tl.I.FT. Robert A. - Interview -- Feb . ~ 1 44. 
Discussed resolution. 
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Interview - Feb.~ 1944 
Dis cussed resolution . ,!u.bne r brou-_,ht .. l:.. t ter u. th. t morr. ir :., c ef ore 

Foreign RelL-ti ons Committee . V&ndenburg wanted know attitude of War 
Devartment and Secreta.r., of Stt.te. Committee o. .. Lit:..; .,ord. 

BLOOM Sol - - Interview -- Feb . 2, 1944 
Im ress i on thu.t Bloom in complete s.,7mpathy with resolutio and '.1 ill 
work for i t . ~ear in~s set for Tues. Feb. 8. 1:olsey, for Council for 
Juiaism. as.ks to be h3ard in o position. 

WADSij,lJRTH. James · . Interview - - ieb. 5 .. LA4 
Concerned with Bri tis and mili tb.r,, u.ngle. 

BOLTOI~. Con;ressman FrL-rces -- I ter i w -- Feb. 3, 1c:44 

ERTEGU ~ Ambassador Lt.rir -- (Turkis , ) -- L ter • ew -- Feh. • l.. 44 
I re 1uested at rec 11est of Si1e rt otC l a.rt. er q...tl ta of tra1 s1 er v.:.ses f ,r refu_;ees 
throush Turkey . Am bas sad 0r said 1e 1uvuld C l ,r ve;y rAqt.es·. -:c, hi s _ ov£rt I e•-. + . 

fRESS COliFERENCE - Feh. 3 1844 
Held a.t Hotel ~ illard -- attended by J'roup uf nasnin5 tor, 1 e-ws1mper111e l 

reiJresenting all t>ress services of the cuunt r J • "'ues vions Eilld a swers 
about rlhi te ')aper Palestine . 

BERLE. Adolf A. , Jr . r.terview - Feb . 3 1 4-4 
Discu,-;s ed .hat bein5 done as fir8t acts of , ur .defugee .doard . 
Took u matter of Turkish transfer vises. 

NOTES RE I NTERVIE,J ,ITH .P ESIDENT . 
Orieinally set ·or Deem. "\er 2 - .>OStponed by Dr. lise to Feh. 14 . 

HEARINGS BEFORE FOREim AFFAIRS COl l aTTEE UF HuUSE - .Feb . 8, 1944 
Dr. Silver 8 9oke in 1i . lvl . 

ROSEN IM, Judge Samuel In~ervj ew -- .tab. d, 1 44 
Discussed c dng appointmeLt ,it ~resid nt . 
Discussed advisability of .President iss irg st ... tement on liite u. ·er 

nd Jewish liommonwealth in re_pl) tu t ne 1an:,r )eti ions \ '.ic:. reached 
him. Dr. Silver drt..fted sta.terr:e t 'or submi3siori to t\e Presidert. 

ROSEtUl' Jude;e ba!'1llel -- Interview eb. 10 1:.,44 
r) eetir:g -:Ji th Pr, sident post" or,ed. ·1ar De,.Jartmer,t sent le ter to 
.forei6n lielo.tions Conimi t:-ee and Foreir;r: Af /airs c owni tee s )eukil.1 
a s inst, cm1sider .... ti_11 of {eso Ltions ..... , 'i s irrie. 

Na um Goldmann had 1een ·c· J.in or I 1.>Se1 r. az re .. uer tly n1,reserit i. 
himself as of.1..icial s ,;o. esn- a n of Zi.onist l!i •. a- .,e C.f Cow1cil. 

MARSHALL Genera l (Chief of ut aff) - Feb . 23, 1944 
Appears bef ore Foreign Rcl ~tio s Committee i n op~os ition to Palesti ne 

Resolution . 

i CCLOY, John - Ass ' st Sec'y of Nar - Interview -- Feb . 25 
F. F. and McCloy meet and F.F. goes over gr oun~. 

NILES - at White House -- contacted by Feuer and Heller - - t ge t expres s ion 
from White House on Resoluti ons or on Whi t e Paper . 
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STETTINIUS -- Interview - Feb.24.1944 
Stettinius su6ge ~ts I see Breckenridge Long. 

LONG, Breckenridge - Interview -- Feb.24.1944 
I make it clear that failure of State Department to express itself negatively 
when consulted. encouraged s to go on with Resol tion. 

WAGNER and NILES TO SEE PRESIDENT next ,onday. 

WAL.K~R, Postmaster General Frank I :1terview Feb. 28 1944 

KNOX, 

Vlalker promised to in uire of President as to situation and ·ould let me know . 

Secretary of Navy -- Interview -- Feb. 28 , 1944. 
Knox is friendly but called attenti n to military 
and to oil negotiations in ,hich U.S. interested. 
President. 

situ~tion in Italy 
Said he Jo ld see 

lALKER, Frank -- Telephoned him -- March l, 1944 
~alker stated State Department view prevails. Attitude of War pepurtment 
holds. It may change in future. 

FEUER, Leon -- Telephoned me from 1ashington -- ~arch 4, 1944 
Said Senator agner had seen President -- President reas~uring words 
about Palestine. President indicates willingness to see leaders of Movement. 
Wagner repeats telephone conversations and st~tes appointment made for 
ise and me March 9. Vlise in Florida. 

FISHER, Judge called -- March 6, 1944 
Sees McCormack who also conveys reassuring re ort. Indicated thut President 
would get in touch on Monday or Tuesday with Churchill. 
Cabinet meeting held revious Saturd~y at which decided not to do anything 
about matter at this time. 
New York Times and Herald Trib t e of New York carry front pa~e Dtories 
of Marshall's i tervention i Con6 ress Resolutio; also Ar,:ib protests. 

ROOSEVELT ~ Fra1klin D. - Interview - erch 9. 1944 
Dr. Wise and I received by President. We are authorized to issue 
statement by President. President states our Governfuent never 5ave 
its a proval to 1hite Pa~er of 1939. 

BLOM, Sol -- larch 17. 1944 
Bloom calls meeting of Fore· n hffo.irs Comnittee at hich cC lo urd m'litary 
present. Take formal action to defer actio on our reso lution a.d iss e 
statement. 

IADISON Si.lUARE GARDEINS -- Marci.1 21 1944 
Demonstration against White )~per eld. 
• agner, Barkley Matthew roll, Dorot . 

EMERGENCY co;, UT TEE EETING - March 27 1944 

Addressed by enutors Taft 
Thom.i->son and myself. 

Full meeting held. Set..-to with "'I" over calling of confer ,nee of 
Community Contc..ct Chairman. 

EMERGE? CY CO w'ildITTEE [EETING - April 3 1944 . 
Al1-day session. "Yi" presses for a~,_Jointi.ent of poll t, cal steering CO i,iIIli t tee. 
Referred to program committee. 
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DEMOCRATIC CONVENI'ION - Notes July 14 - 20th, 1944 
Palestine plank included in Democratic Platform. 

EXECUTIVE MEETING OF F.MERGENCY COUNCIL - August 14, 1944 
Dr. ~~ise reads letter fran Nahum Goldmann in which conversation which Goldmann 
with Stettinius reported. Appointment with AHS and Stettinius postponed. 

(See letter in ConfidentL.Ll Notes addressed to Eman el Neumann and Dr. Wise 
under date of August 18.) 

AHS RESIGNATION - August 16 1944 
(See Letter to Arthur Lourie - that date.) 

~EETING OF fROORAM COMMITTEE - August 22, 1944 
Re resignation of Dr. Silver. Res )lutions submitted. (See Confidential otes) 

FULL SESSION AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERG~CY COUNCIL - September 14, 1944 
Dr. Silver attends meeting. Agreement reached. (See Confidential Notes) 

TAFT, Robert A. - September 5, 1944 
Dr. Silver telephones enator - asks his advice about esolution. 
Taft says he would write letter to war Department inquiring about its present 
attitwe; also he would speak to Senator ,agner. 

ZARITSKY - oeptember 8, 1944 
• Dr. Silver telephones z. ~sks him to set in touch with •agner. 

• 

TAFT, Robert A. - cieptember 12, 1944 
Dr. Silver telephones Taft. No word received as yet from Stimson. Talked 
with Senator Connally who is non-committal. Thought Congress may adjourn 
October 1-7 

ZARITSKY - ~eptember 12 1944 
Dr. Silver spe~ks with Z. Not yet able to contact ~enator agner who is 
out of city. 

SACK, Leo - September 19, 1944 
Sack telephones Dr. Silver. Had seen Connally who said w uld be no action 
on Resolutions unless iar 1Jepartment removed its obj a::tions; also had 
advised ilagner to see Stims n. Since t en hlid not seen iagner nor had ne 
had report. Felt sure something would be done immediately after war about 
Palestine. He not against resolution. 

SHULMAN, Herman -- .::>eptember 19, 1944 
Dr. Silver telephones Shulman. ieports conversation with Sack. Shulman 
states appointment made to meet with Assistant Sec'y of ••ar, McCloy, 
on ·ednesday, September 20. Suggest contact with Bloom re quick action on Resolutimi. 

TAFT, Robert A. -- September 19, 1944 
Dr. Silver telephones Taft. No reply yet to T~ft's letter to Stimson. 
Dr. Silver tells him of delegation and Senator ~,agner's meeting with McCloy 
llld suggest that Taft get in touch with cCloy. Taft had spoken to Senator 

Austin -- not in favor of takin5 action on Resolution before adjournment of 
Congress. 
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r. Kelly dictates statement to ,Uss Borowsky. President has weekly 
press conference at vrhite House at which he says becc1use of milit .... ry 
situation can find no fault 1ith ~rmy opposition to continuatio of Jewish 
immigration into P~l, etc. 

HURLEY, Gener al Patrick - Interview -- April 4 1944 

AKSIN, Benjamin -- April 4~ 1944 
11ksin calls on me. d ~ iroves of inu:oduction of resolutions. 

WOLFSON , Leo - Intervie- 1 - ~pril 4 1°44 
Consult with him about proper ~rson to head our • ,ashiT'gto Bureu.u . 
He is euger to be helpful. 

~ INHOUSE, Colonel - meeting -- April 4 , 1944 
Said he thought British mi6ht welcome some form of shared responsibility 
with American Government in l ear East to offset Russian influence. 

GOLDSTEIN, Attorney General Nathaniel L. -- luncheon-- ay 2, 1944 

Discussed introduction of plank in Republican latform. 

FORTAS, Mr. - Interview - ay 3, 1944 
At New Interior Building - Washington. Believes arrangement between U.S. 
and Great Britain re Arabian oil will he p Jewish Na.tional Home. Suggests 
Jewish Agency make gestm-e to assist Saudi Arabia thro UNRA. Convinced 
Wallace urray hostile element and should be removed. Thought intervention 
of military unwarranted. 

VANDENBURG, Senator - Interview -- a 4, 1944 
Senator of opinion military objection is decisive -- no action until military 
situution cleared up. 

GILLETTE, Senator - Interview -- ay 4 1944 
Feels Great Britain behind action of llllilitary. Thinks key to situation 
lies there and in State Department. He is anti-rlritish, as is Vandenb rg . 

BRITISH EMBASSY - ay 24 1944 
Lourie and Isaiah Berlin and A.HS visit British Embassy. 

COMMUNITY CONTACTS CHAIRMEN Conference -- I y 23 and 24. 
Held at utatler Hotel - lashing ton. Excellent meeting -- 6ood spirit. 
Conference closed with testimonial to Dr. Lowdermilk. 

TAFT, Senator Robert A. - June 1~, 1944 
Taft telephones from Washington. Serut tor .tlridges and he had been requested 
to submit letter to State Department or President on rights of United 
States in Palestine. (See Confidential notes June 12, 1944) 

REPUBLICAN CONVENTION - HISTORY OF INTRODUCTION OF PALESTINE PLANK IN REPUB. PLATFORM. 
April 26 - June 26. 

EXECUTIVE MEETING - AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COONCIL - July 10, 1944 
Full report or adoption or Palestine plank in Republican Platform made. 
Criticism on part of sane of part criticising President. 
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TAFT, Robert A. -- ~eptember 19 1944 
Sena tor Taft called fr001 oashington. Had talked to cCloy. ,cCloy had 
made official inquiry - no reply. 

SHULMAN, Herman -- ~eptember 19 
Dr. Silver called r. ~hulman - informed him of what Jenator Taft said; also 
that Vandenburg said there wa.lld be difficulty getting quorum in Foreign 
Affdirs Committee. Shulman said had been in touch with Goldstein who 
said he would get in touch with Bloom 

SACK, Leo - September 20, 1944 
.tr. Sack phoned from w ashington re:>orting meeting with ~ cCloy . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

FRIDAY, JUNE 4, 1945 

10:50 - eeting with A. A. Berle, Jr. - ashington, D. C. 

Ask for guidance on American policy re Palestine - criticism 
in our ranks because of a parent "withdrawal" -- approaching American 
Jeiish Conference. 

Ans er of Assistant Berle - dictated by military considerations. 
U.S. in control of testern Mediterranean -- Gr at Britain of Eastern 
Mediterranean. ilitary informed of possibility of "ex losion". 
Turkey does not wish to have situation disturbed. Mr. Berle regards 
our policy at the moment as ill-advised. The most we can et at 
present - population e uality with Arabs and bi-national state. 

After bridge-heads are established in Europe -- from -three t o 
four months -- situation may be different . Even the Bri .,ish policy 
on the hite Paper may change. 

The United States may help in post-w r if the America people 
will sanction U.S. assuming a meas re of military responsibi l it 
in Palestine. (As in rest of Euro e etc.) 

President Roosevelt had so en to Ch rchill 
"concluded" conversations - "status uo11 

• 

11 opened II no 



CONFIDENTIAL 

iONDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1943 

• 4:50 to 6:10 P.M. - Interview with Congressman °01 Bloom. 

I discussed with him the 1hite faper and our concern about the attitude of 

our Government. I told him of the coming campaign a6ainst the 11hite raper and how 

important it is to hcve some indication of the attitude of our Government. I 

impressed upon him the importance of using his influence to see that the attitu:le 

of our Government is made clear in keeping with its traditional policy of friendship 

to the Jewish rational Home. 

Bloom felt that there was no fixed attitude, that the res~st nee of the 

Government was due to war conditions and that it changes as these conditions change. 

He had spolten to Richard La about the ~5,000 vises still available under the terms 

of the v~hite Paper, and that these should be allowed to enter after ·iarch . He did 

not indicate whether Richard Law a reed with him. Bloom did not ravor demonstrations 

in fighting the \white Paper; only personal contacts with the proper officials. He 

..., complained that there were too many delegations ho came to ,ashington, eacn spe..J<:ing 

in the name of .nmerican Jen-y. 

• 

He did not kno ·, that Colonel Hoskins was to do anything more at Ibn Saud 

except arrange for the visit of his two sons to the United 0t~tes . He was surprised 

when I told him that we had been led to think that he was to sound out Ibn dau.d 

about ralestine, etc. 

Bloom was grateful for the considerable information ihich 1 gave him on the 

present sitUcttion and he asked to be guided in the future. 

At three O'clock in the afternoon of October 11th, I hela a Preas 

Conf rence attended b some twenty representatives of ne,spapers and syndicates • 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1945 

• 

11:00 - 12:00 Interview with Justice Felix frankfurter. 

As in the case of Congressn:an Bloom, I told him oft e campaign hie we 

leunched a.ga inst the White Paper, and the urge cy for discovering the true attitu:ie 

of our Government. I outlined in detail our experiences with government officials 

in the last year, and the negative &nd dis turbing results. I asked him about the 

advisability of introducing a resolution into the Congress reaffirming our Government's 

position of 1922. I told him of the lemorandum on the Absorptive Capacity of Palestine 

v,hich we were dru.fting for ~ecreta.ry Hull, it being clear th t our Government officials 

had been persuaded of two things: (1) that Palestine cannot &bsorb large numbers 

of Jews and (2) that another territory. should be found for ref ees. Art;1ola 

is figuring prominently. 

Justice Frankfurter stated th the had 

Palestine (how recently he did not say) and 

s oken to Roosevelt about 

t e r • lly did not know his mind. 

On the basis, however, of his ener al impressions, e felt thot fundameni}j}_ly, the 

President has not changed his mind towurd Palestine, hut that he has not ~iven it 

much thought and tilLt perhaps he would like to see considerftion of the hole subject 

postponed for the time being. He thou ·ht that rs. Roosevelt bad been impressed 

by her son James, whose attitude vas generally friendly, but who was greatly 

disturbed about the possibility of Arab-Je iish strife. He said th~t the Near 

Ea. t Section in the i::>tate Department, and r. Murray, h..ad always been more or 

less hostilt. Murray was pro-Arab. Berle was unfriendly . 

. r'rom Casey, an honest, but as far as L-ionism is concerned, a naive person ·ho 

hr s been following the official Colonial Office line, he nevertheless learned by 

inference th· .t Churchill was not sold on that off .cial line nd t hl:l.t he had his 

own attitude on Palestine • 

F. F. thought that e ought not to attack re t Britain because t h;. t would 

be playing into the hands of American isol tionists and anti-britishers. The 
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at.t ack should be on the Pales tine Gover1ment, and th e aopeals should be de to the 

sense of justice · of the English people whom he gr eatly eulogized. He deprecated the 

sharp ords rhich we have used in our publicity, and in s ome of my addresses. 

As to the Congress resolution, his first react.ion was nPgative, but he did 

not have a closed mind on it. He suggested t hut e explore among our friends in 

the House and benate to learn whether t he pas sage of such a resolution vo be 

a ssured. He urged th&t our Memorardum on the Absorptive llapacity for I'ale s tine 

r . Rosenman, Lnd that ne ould like to s ee it before it is put in final shape. 

He thought t nat that t he Government should give an indication as to its _resent 

position. 

lG : 30 P. · • -- I call ed on Congre sman Geller. He has been very active in the 

State Deuartment and else here in Government circles to (1) get d. statement oo:::,osing 

the ~.bite Paper, Elli (2) get representatives of Je ish organizations to the f orthcoming 

Inter ,overnmental Committee on Refugees- He himse f ould like to be sent to this 

Conference-and (5) soundi g out the Jewish m mbers of Congress concernin the 

introduction of the resolution. He had had cont~cts ,ith Hull of hom he asked 

a letter concerning the hite Pap r. Such a letter as finally received, ut was 

pure verbiage arrl indicated nothing. He had also s oken to Berle, Breckenbridge, 

Long, and ethers. 

I thanked him for his gre~t interest.mi in the cause. I su~gested to him t h t 

on the subject of the resolution he should delay act ion until he he rs further from 

us. As ar as represent tion to the Intergover ent l Refugee Committee is concerned 

he might cont ct the Interim Committee of the American Je ish Conf rence which 

will undoubtedly discuss the subject. From his experience I gathered the definite 

impression that the ot~te Department had re ched a definite position on the hite 

Paper from ·hich only heroic measures will be able to dislod e it. It sees eye to 

eye with the Palestine Government on the subject, I am fraid . 

l 

5. 



• 

• 

5:00-4:00 P.M • I saw ~r. Sam J. Rosenman at the -~hite House. 

the swne as with F. F. and with Congressman Bloom. I stressed, furthermore, the 

developing resentment amo • the Jews of America to the negative attituie of our 

Government, th8t5ilence of the State Department ai the hite aper, am in general, the 

"changed" attitude which we have sensed ;ithin the past year, a resentplent hich is 

bound to make itself felt during the coming year. I told him tat we have been left 

in the dark by our Government, and thut therefore our propaganda frequently takes on 

an agitated and desperate character which could be easily obviated. 1.r. Rosenman 

stated thut he could not, of course s1~ak for the President. He wasn't authori~ed, 

4. 

nor did he speak for the President at any time during the American Jewish Conference, L/ 

nor to his best knowledge, had the President expressed any opinion about the 

American Jewish Conference. He was , however, confident that the President 's 

friendly attitude had not changed , nor that of r. Hull. He seemed to agree with 

me that an expression from our Government is at resent greatly indicated. He t ouuht 

ver y highly of the Memo~candum on the Absorptive Ltapcity of Palestine vhich should 

be presented to the President. He won:lered why F. F. himself does not present it . 

He should be ve~; happy to see it before it is fmally drafted. 

He thught that it w~s Gol. Strong ho was stressing with the State Department 

and otm-s the Arab danger nd the imminence of conflict in ~alestine. He reatly 

deprecated the activities of the Bergson group , thou >ht that something ould be done 

to stop it. Judgi from some of the reactions hich he has had fro@ non-Jewish circles, 

he thought that "Hitler would have been glad to pay for those ads." I indicated to him 

that it was due to our failure to get anywhere with the present administration that 

was responsible for the success of the strategy and tactics of the Bergson group . 

Even the conservatives might - be driven to aggressive measures if they 

became convinced that the attitude of the present administration has becon1e hostile 

to the Jewish ~ tional Home, and is playing along wi. th the hi te Paper policy. Mr. 

Rosen.man believed that our contact snould be continued ith Government officials 

before large scale public action is taken. He talked of the possibility of 



sen::ling a small commi sion of neutrals to investigate and to gat her the true facts 

about Palestine to be presented to the President and to Mr. Churchill. I told him 

• that I had no opinion at the moment on the subject, but that as far as information 

was concerned, it was plentifully available from objective and unimpeachable 

sources. The important thing is t he interpretation of the facts which in the last 

analysis is determined by one's attitude for or against the Balfour Decla_ration aIXi 

the establishment of a Jewish National Home in Palestine . 

I appealed to • Rosenman to become our spokesman, occupying as he does, 

one of t he few key positions in the v10rld today in one of the most decisive hours in 

Jewish history. Throughout I found him most cordial and sympathetic. 

s. 

5-6 P.M. Net with Peter Bergson at the Dorchester House. 

I had him do most of the talking. He outlined the new project for~ ~4Lc.. 
Palestine which they are planning to launch in the near future. The underlying 

• idea i s that Palestine is already a Jewish state which needs to be freed. The 

Jewish nation in Palestine finds itself in the same position as Holla.nd, France, 

etc. under enemy occupation. It needs to be set free and restored to its 

independence. Conceivably, he and his friends are the constituted Palestine 

Government in Exile. The Jewish Agency can no longer function because it does not 

represent t'alestine Jewry. Its members are Englishmen, Americans, Poles, etc • . 

• 

All stateless Jews in all pi.rts of the world would have the right to declare 
11ould 

themselves Palestinian citizens. In launching this movement he s t ated he/lliri not 

like to supplant the present tionist ~ove ent, but to sup lement it, although he, 

in the same breath, indicated that its ideology and techni1.tue are as completely 

antiquated as the "Biluf"• 

He indicated that his group had nothin • to do with the Revisionist Group in 

America, or for that matter in any other part of the world except Palestine. He 
1h!t 

felt that/Ir Gun of Palestine would accept this ideology hich he was projecting. 



• I had begun the conversation by recalling that two years a.go an effort ... as 

made to join our activities, and wondered 1hether now, on the eve of the final 

effort, it was still possible to integrate our work. There w s no reaction to this 

suggestion, except in a general expression of good will and desire to avert 

controversy and conflict. 

-----wihen I heard the contemplated new project of his group, I concluded the 

conversation with two observotions: (a) That we might ~ontinue our discussion 

6. 

ut some future time and (b) I called attention to the fact that the sensational am 

dramatic technique used by his group failed as completely as the conserv~tive 

procedure of the other groups, and having failed both on the subject of the Jewish 

Arey and on the rescuing of European Jewry, he should reconsider the v~lidity of his 

technique on the American scene. 

• 6 :00 P.M. 8enator ~i.ead of New ork telephoned that he had hoped to meet me 

during the day but was absorbed with ~overnment work and had to leave for - oston 
• 

tat evening. He hoped he would have an o~portunity to meet with the same group 

with whom he had met prior to his going overseas. He told me that in a general 

way he was optimistic about the situation. e hc:id. sp8ken with our people in 

Palestine, and some who were not friendly to us both in London and airo. e felt 

that an attitude of give and take would bring about a sutisfactory solution. In all 

his contacts with Arabs in orth Africa, he had heard none of them mention j~lestine. 

That did not concern them at all. He felt that the Arabs would be given many important 

concessions in orth Africa and Arabia, an~ that Palestine should be given to the 

Jewish people. The attitude of hussia am our own Government would be very helpful. 

I suggested that he convey that information and his impressions about Palestine to 

the resident and to other Government officials. I arranged to meet him at a 

• later date in New York. 

2:00 P.11. At the suggestion of some friends in ·,ashington, I called upon the 



• 
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Danish '1inister, "Lr . Henrik de Ka'frfmann,_ to express the admiration of the Jewish 

people for the magnificent way in v,hich the people of Denmark and their King 
ties 

reacted to the unspeakable azi brutali/ against the Jewish citizens in Denmark. 

e were heartened by the magnificent evidence of bDtherhood a~d humanity - a 

candle lit in the dark house of Europe . The !• inis ter was greatly moved. He told 

me how the people of Denmark and the underground movement were cooperating 

in helping Jews to escape to Sweden and st~ted th~t the latest infonnation is that 

some 6,000 people escaped, and ninety percent were Jews . 

7. 
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cm FIDENTIAL 

ONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1943 

12:00 noon meeting with Ambassador Steinhardt at his office - 30 Pine Street. 

I told him of our concern with the attitl.rle of our Government, generally, 
towards .Palestine. He had s poke.tote President ~bout Palestine. ·e would speak 
to him again. He felt that the President had b9en subjected to some pro-Arab 
propaganda and that a cabal is at work both on the .President and on C.:hurchill , hich 
has raised doubts in their mims concerning their earlier sympathetic attituie 
towards lionism. It has ma.de them more cautious. He felt, however, that the 
President's attitude remains basically friendly, that he would be in favor of eighty 
to ninety percent of the ~ionist program. He thought that the attitme of our 
Government should be ascertained, and that we are entitled to kno it as a guide 
in our future conduct. 

He felt that Turkey was not interest one way or another in the proposed 
Arab Federation. Turkey was nationalist and isolaticnist in the main. 

He deprecated the attacks which had been made upon him. They were 
unjust. 

11:00 A.M. Had a meeting • th Colonel · orris ·1endelsohn b.Ild NataQ..Jahu 
in my room at the Commodore . 

They discussed with me the coming in o t e Revisionists into the ~ionist 
Bme-gency Council. They ould consider coming in a a arty, accept the discipline 
of the Emergency Committee and work on the basis of the Biltmore Resolution to 
fight the hite Paper and for the Je1ish Commonwealth. They indicated a definite 
break with the Bergson 6roup. They will communicate with me further. 

2:00 P.M. - spent an hour with Pierre Van Paa~sen. 

He is prepared to help us in our work to the fullest extent. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

FRIDAY, LCTOBER 29, 1945 

10:50 - 11:20 - Met with Governor Lehman at the State Department. 

'!!Ascussed the forthcoming conference on relief and rehabilitation of the 
United~ Governor Lehman indicated th t the basic questions of the conference 
are still to be determined as to its scope, as to the definition of what constitutes 
a war victim and as to the extent of the participation of the United Nations in the 
contributions towards the relief program. He suggested that there may be room later 
on for non-governmental agencies to cooperate with the work of the relief ~dministration 
and that in that case, Palestine would not be overlooked. 

I discussed with him the subject of the hite Paper and the attitude of our 
Government to it. He was deeply interested. He felt that from Cairo there are 
emanating influences which were decidedly hostile. He indicated that other colonization 
possibilities had been discussed in government circles - Taganyika, Madagascar and 
others. He had taken the occasion to indicate how impracticable all those schemes were. 
He indicated, too, that the economic argument had been employed, namely, that the 
present prozperity in falestine was due to the war, and that it could not be self
sustaining country after the war. I dwelt at length on the role which Palestine could 
play in the industrial development in the whole iear East. He suggested that I see the 
President at the ec.rliest opportunity. I appealed to him to speak of Palestine when 
he next had the opportunity of a conference with the President . 

5:00 - B:20 - Saw F.dward R. ~tettinius J , Acting ecretary of otate at the 
otate Department with Dr. l: ahum Goldmann. 

1~e discussed with him the wihite Paper and our Government's C•.1ntacts with 
Ibn Su 1ud. He was very optimistic on the subject of the ~hite Paper, seemed to be 

well-informed about the subject. e told us more than once thl4t he was e ger to help 
and that we could count on him. e suggested that we should see t he President 
immediately. Je told him that while we were always aware of friendship and unders tanding 
in high Government circles, we felt an hostile ~ttitude on t he part of the ear East 
section. Mr. Stettinius replied, "You mean Murray". 

• He suggested t ha t we write a lett er to him soliciting information and asking 
for guidance on the subject of Ibn Sa'ud and that he ould reply to us. ·uch a letter 
was forwarded to Mr. Stettinius the same afternoon. 

He was highly elated with the news which had been coming in about the ~oscow 
Conference. He felt that the results would be helpful all around and would "help 
you, too" in your own problems. 

5:00 - 6:00 P. • - Pleasant hour and Tea with -r. Sumner ·•elles at his home at 
Oxen Hill 1.1anor, hlB.ryland. 

' spoke at great length about the •hite Paper, the seeming "withdra.wal" 
of our Government officials from the subject of alestine and the need which we had 



-2-

• for guidance from our Government officials as to their present attitudes. Mr. 

• 

Welles felt that the withdrawal was due entirely to military considerations and did 
not indicate any change in the friendly attitude of our Government. Those who f eel that 
President ltoosevelt has in any way changed in his attitude are nistaken. 

welles ,ts greatly encouraged by the report which Colonel Hoskins brought back. 
This is as-C as he could say about it at this time. He felt that the first step 
has been taken. The next step might perhaps be direct contact between us and Ibn 
Sa'ud. Welles had been very greatly impressed by Dr. •,foizmann and had great conf"idence 
in his leadership. 

I told 1Jelles of our concern that the President had been inf"luenced by arguments 
concerning the absorptive capacity of Palestine and that he was thinking of other 
colonization projects to meet the situation. •ielles, too, felt that the figures which 
had been suggested by Dr. veizmann -- two or three million - were too high. There 
may be need, he thought, and there has been thought given to other colonization schemes 
the Columbian Plateau, Angola, ivladagascar -- where Jews, along with others, could 
settle. This was not, of course, in any way to be reg~rdcd as a substitute for large 
immigration into Palestine and the establishment of the Jewish National Home. Palestine 
he fully realized was intended as a national solution for the problem of the national 
homelessness of the Jewish people. It is this and the oral and spiritual element 
in the movement which has appealed to him strongly. 

As to the post-war arrangements, velles envisaged an economic union or 
federation between an autonomous Syria, an autonomous Lebanon, an autonomous Palestine 
and perhaps also an autonomous Transjordania under some international trusteeship. 
I inf"erred from what he said, although he did not state it, that he implied an 
autonomous Jewish Palestine. He was aware th&t there would be grec.t difficulties in 
such a post-war arrangement because of French Nationalism and its interests in Syria, 
~nd also British resistance to an international trusteeship. He did not seem to warm 
up to the idea of a Jewish Commonwealth within the British lmpire although he did not 
declare himself specifically on the subject. w,elles felt that very fre4uently public 
agitation defeats the effectiveness of quiet negotiations which must be carried on in 
behalf of a movement like ours. He understood fully the difficulty which we experienced 
in restraining our people from public demonstrations under the tense circurr.stances 
in which we find ourselves. He would see the ?resident in the very near future and 
would convey to him our concern about the vhite Paper and in general our desire for the 
helpful cooperation of our Government in realizing the objective of the Jewish rational 
Home. Welles suggested a small executive committee to whom the President coulrl confide 
about his plans and activities, and who in turn would guide our following in a way 
that would not embarrass the negotiations and activities 0£ our Government in our 

behalf. He will write me later about it. 
10:00 P.M. - Visit with 1\11r. Eugene J.Vleyer in his editorial, rooms at the vwashington 

Post Building. 

He reported to me the conversation which he had had with the President about 
the White Paper. (See Mr. Henry Mentor's full report on this subject which is 
identical to what Mr. Meyer reported to me.} 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MONDAY, NOVEIHBER 8 1 1945 

11 - 11:50 A.M. - Meeting with ~r. Henry orgenthau, Jr. at the Treasury 
Department. 

Je spoke about hi recent visit to North frica. He had been to Cairo and 
had been spoken to by people there of the Milit&ry; also by Cyrus ciulzberger about 
the militarization of the Jews of Palestine, the tension in the country, ~he gun
running, etc. I took pains to explain to him that this was all pa.rt of the anic 
propaganda campaign to keep the White Paper in force and to discredit the Jevish 
Agency. I spoke to him of th~ Irgun, and the sharp distinction between that small 
body and the Je ish Agency and organized Jewry in Palestine. 

Mr. orgenthau was depressed bout the general fate of minorities a t this time 
and in the reconstruction period. He seemed to feel that reactionary forces are and 
will be in control. He alluded to anti-Semitic elements in our ovm State Department. 

He expressed his eager and continuing desire to be of help. I told him about 
the \hite Paper and suggested iays in which he could be helpful. 

l~-12:50 - Interview with Lord Halifax at the British Embassy. 

Very wurmly received, and the conversQtion was on the friendliest basis. 
I tool:: up t ~ o matters with Halifax: (1) Is the ,ihite Paper policy fixed and 
irrevocable? Or is it being recanvas ed and reconsidered in view of the great 
changes which have taken place in the world gener&lly ands ecifically with the 
Jewish people since 1959~ (2) In the hrab Feder tion which is being discussed 
and presumably fostered by the British Government, wh·t is the status of the Jewish ·· 
National Home? rhat was the thought of His jesty's Government on the relationship 
between the Jewish National Home and any such contemplated Federation? 

I indicated to H. that whereas Zionism has taken no position on the subject 
of an rab Federation, regarding it as a matter of ~rab concern, we ould of course 
strongly resist any attempt to build such a Federation on the principle of the lhite 
Paper and at the sacrifice of Jewish r·ghts. I stated further that any project, 
political, economic or otherwise ·1hich might be to the advantage of the Arab eoples 
would naturally meet .i. th our sympathy and a proval because a pros 1>erous Jewish 
ralestine must presu ose a prosperous Arab world enclaving it. Ho~ever, such 
development in the life of the hrab peoples must not and need not be predicated 
upon the curtailment of r· hts ackno ledged to the Jewish peo le by international 
agreement in Palestine. 

Lord Halifax stated that he was confident that the subject of the White 
Paper was being reconsidered and carefully studied. He fully understood t~t much 
has changed since 1939, and thut a re-investigation of the whole subject was 
clearly indicated. He understood fully the problem of Jewish refugees and of 
immigration after the war and th~t these would h~ve to be taken into consideration. 
He was not prepared to say when a declaration on this subject would be made by His 
Majesty's Gov rnment, nor what it would contain. But clearly, the matter was not 
closed. He indicated th·t in our campaign against the \hite Paper t,at:t-t- violent 
criticism might well be avoided. Consideration should be given to the difficulties 

in which the British Government finds itself and it whould not be attacked as if it 
were completely and altogether bad. 
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I replied that in our attacks on the 'bite Paper we have never overlooked 
the traditional friendship of the English people towards our people and taards the 
Jewish Homeland, that England has had no better friends anywhere and thut the Jewish 
community in Palestine has been the one dependable element in the Near East in the 
present war. Laughingly the mbassador replied to all this: "You r eally haven't been 
as bad as you might have been. 

know 
On t he subject of the Arab Federation Lord Halifax said thn. t he did not/how 

serious these conferences which have been held in Cairo looking towards an rab 
Federation have really been. The idea of an Arab Feder~tion appears and re-ap~ears 
from time to time. He &ssured me that we would not be confronted with a fait 
accompli, and that when the discussions entered a serious s tage t he oblig~tiollB 
undertaken with refer ence to the Jewish National Home ould be given full consideration. 

Lord Halifax told n~ that there were many friends of ours in England who felt 
t hat an Arab Federation (Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and Tri::t.llsjordaina) would make it 
possible for larger Jewish innnigration into Palestine and for doing many things 
which otherwise could not be done. I reiterated that we would be friendly disposed 
to any arrangement which would not put us in a strait jacket and would not impinge 
upon our rights. 

Lord alifax expressed the difficulties in the way of such a Federation and 
referred to the French factor. I suggested to him that our basic and original 
conception of Palestine was that of a Jewish commonwealth within the framework 
of a free association of British commonwealths and that this was the original 
thought of the men who helped to frame the balfour Declaration and who championed 
the cause of the Jewish National Home in the beginning -- Balfour Smuts, Lloyd 
George, Wilson and Churchill. Lord Halifax said that Churchill has been a great 
friend of the movement ri ht along. There would be risks and difficulties involved 
in such a set-up, Lord Halifax declared. I replied: The British ~mpire is 
accustomed to taking risks. ~hy not take the risk with us? It ould have no more 
loyal ally. 

Lord Halifax said thut he would transmit the convers;. tion to London am 
would inform us of any new developments which arise in the sphere of the two 
subjects which I broached. 

He sent his warmest regards to Dr. Wise, whose greetings arrl good wishes 
I conveyed to him . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

ONDAY, NOVEIBER 10, 1943 

11:00 A •• - r. It• Berlin of the British Embassy in ashington telephoned 
me for the Ambassador that a stateme t ,ill be made in the House of 
Commons by th6 Colonial inister on the subject of the ihite Paper which 
would not be displeasing to us. He did not know the contents, but he 
thought that it would be published in the public press today or tomorrow. 
I thanked him and ~sked him to convey my thanks to the Ambassador . 
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C O F I D E N T I A L ------------
CONFEREUCE ■ DR. SILVER AUD SEtlATOR HEURY CABOT LODGE.JR. OF S~I\CHUSETTS 

On Friday, November 19th ,1943, gt about 2 P •• , pursuant to arrangements, 
""'"2 ~ ' 

Dr. Silver visited Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. of Massachusetts, at the 

latter•s office, Senate Office Buil.ding, Washington, D. C. 

Senator Lodge received Dr. Silver in a most cordial manner, after saying 

that BXlY introduction would be superfluous since he knows of Dr. Silver and has 

heard him speak. The meeting lasted about an hour, which was racterized by 

an exchange of views and, what is most important, a meeting of minds. 

The Senator opel}8d the converse.tion by saying to Dr. Silver: "By the way, 

it isn't a Home that was pledged to the Jews in Palestine, but a National Home. 

The British, in their talks about Palestine, omit the term 'National 1 , and speak 

of it as a home. Well, National Home implies Statehood, etc." 

Dr. Silver pointed out that the Balfour Declaration which was incorporated 

in the -land.ate, is the basis for the British resence in Palestine. Under the 

terms of the Mandate, Great Britain was to facilitate Jewish immigration and 

colonization in the National Home. 52 nations are signatories to the Palestine 

Mandate; The United States of America gave its assent to the establishment of a 

Jewish National Home by the adoption of the Lodge Palestine Resolution 22 years 

ago, with which you are quite familiar. In fact, the Balfour Deel r tion was 

inspired by the statesmanship of the United States during the First World War. 

President Wilson had a hand in it. What the Jews did in Palestine io re9.lly an 

epic. 

Senator Lodge interjected by s~ing that he knows (f the creditable Jewish 

achievements in Palestine. 

Dr. Silver continued: Great Britain is now confronting us with a White Paper 
~'2, 

which, in effect, nullifies the Balfour Declaration, and after 14-h l,
1 

1944, 
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onl , about 31,000 Jewa will be permitted to enter P13.lestine, otherwise the 

Jewish National Some would be frozen and the Jewish peo~le in Palestine 

sentenced to the status of a permanent minority in their own n tional hoDB. 

Palestine, under the White Paper, would be the only country under the juris

diction of the United ations that ould have discri minatory legislation 

against Jews, as such, since the restrictions do not apply to any other people. 

What is most unfortunate at this tragic hour in the life of the Jewish 

people is the fact that the United States seems to have withdrawn from Pales

tine. The Administration has manifested a disinterestedness and an abandon

ment of the Je ish National Home, which is disturbing. 

At this poilii Senator Lodge inquired as to the underlying reasons for that 

attitude on the part of the Ad.ministration. 

In reply, Dr. Silver stated that the erican A ini tration seems to be 

impressed by the reasoning of the British Government to the effect that: 

First, there is no room in Palestine for any additional people; 

Second, the pursuit of any other cours ould res,.ut in bloodshed in 

Palestine. 

Dr. Silver proceeded by saying that the first reason has no basis in 

reality. It is a fact that long ago the British Government advanced the idea 

that immigration reached the saturation point in Palestine, and that there is 

no room even for an ADDITIOl AL CAT. However, since that time more than 

300,000 homeless Jews entered Palestine, where they established them elves 

industrially and agriculturally. The Jewish people created space in Pales

tine by their own sweat, and with their energy they expanded the absorptive 

capacity of Palestine through intensive agriculture, reclamation, irrig tion 

and industry. As to the second contention of the British Governr ent, it is 

correct to say that Palestim is as safe and free from disturbances as any 

other part of the ]ritish Empire. 

Senator Lodge offered to say that he had heard these two contentiom in 
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Egypt from British high officials and military officers, and this seems to 

be the premise on which British policy in Palestine is based. 

Dr. Silver continued to point out that it is the considered judgment of 

experts and the impa.rtial opinion of those who made a study of the absorptive 

capacity of Palestine that there is room there for an additional 2,000,000 or 

3,000,000 people. This is the objective opinion of such an authority a.s 

Dr. Lowdermilk of our own Department of Agriculture. Palestine, therefore, 

could well serve to solve the problem of Jewish homelessness in Europe. Hitler 

murdered so many of our people that only about two million Jews will probably 

survive outside of Russian Jewry. Our demand is free immigr tion and coloniz~ 

tion. 

What we hope for is a. positive and favorab e attitude on the pa.rt of the 

Administration in order to stop the implementation of the White Paper, and par

ticularly a favorable attitude on the part of the President, who seems t his 

time to be mare interested in the Arabs who did nothing to help the United 

nations. 

At this point Senator Lodge remarked: "YOU MEAN LESS THAN NOTHING. 11 

Thus, the contacts with Ibn Saud are disturbing even though it involves 

oil. At this point Senator Lodge observed: "Oil is very important at this time. 

We cannot permit Great Britain to grab all the oil in the Near East. The 

AmericR.Il people are quite oil-minded at this time, 11 added Senator Lodge. 

Indeed, oil is very important, agreed Dr. Silver. As an American, I 8lll 

interested in the future of our country. However, thA Arabs have an empire 

and we Jews merely desire an opportunity to help solve the problem of Jewish 

homelessnes . through immigration and colonization in Palestine with a view 

of eventually establishing a Jewish Com.iionwealth which was the original pur

poee of the Balfour Declaration, as interpreted by Lloyd George and 

~. Churchill himself, who, by the way, originally opposed the White Paper. 
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Senator Lodge commented that somehow the Jewish c use has not been pre

sented to the non-Jewish "WOrld in the proper light; that "Jewish public rela

tions are terrible. 11 The recent ads and statements th .t appeared in the press 

are not helpful from the point of view of public relations. 

Dr. Silver stated that these ads and statements are not the work of re

sponsible Zionist leaders. On the contrary, they em nate from a small group 

of Palestinian Jews who are accountable to no one, and over •,:hom we have no 

control. Their importance has been exaggerated beyond ell proportions. 

Senator Lodge agreed and added that he personally is familiar with the 

facts and does not confuse that group with the Zionist leadership. Ho ever, 

oost people make no such distinction."May I say (continued Senator Lodge) that 

such a declaration from a distinguished Jewish leader, who stated that [ have 

been an Almrican only 65 years and that I have been a Jew for 3,000 years, is 

in bad taste. It creates the wro~ impression of Jewi h patriotism." 

Dr. Silver commented by sa.,ring: I assure you, Senator, that the man who 

said it is a great American and a true patriot. Of course, the utterance was 

an unfcr tunate one, observed Dr. Silver. 

11 What can be done now to meet the threat of the White Paper?" inquired 

Dr. Silver. "Would a reaffirmation of the Lodge BaleGtine Resolution, on the 

part of the U.S. Congress, be in order at this time?" 

The Senator replied that he personally would be glad to support such a 

resolution. However, before such a resolution is introduced, it 1 imperative 

th t the situation be canvassed and all loose ends mended so that when it 

reaches ~e committee, it should proceed like clock ork. All forces must be 

mobilized to avoid a violent controversy on the floor of the Sen te. I will 

be glad to do what I can. 

(Sena.tor Lodge was reminded that his grandfather took charge of such a 

resolution 20 years ago. 11 fell, 11 said he, "zrw grandfath r was at that time 

the maJority lea.der of the Senate and Chairman of the Comt1ittee on Foreign Re-
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lations, end 72 ye sold. I am indeed proud of what my grandfather did for 

Palestine! 11 ) 

At the close of this conference, reference was made by the Senator to the 

Pan-Arab movement. It was the cons dered jud ment of Dr. Silv r that the Pan-

Arab movement is being fostered by Greet Britain for its own urposP.s, d that 

Great Britain is attempting to liquid te the Jewish atio112.l Home through the 

medium of extravagant Arab nationalism. Senator Lodge ste~ted that during his 

visit to the ear East end Egypt, he had heard a good deal about the smuggling 

of amunitio~ on the part of Pelestine Jews. He was intorested to know more 

about it. 

Dr. Silver stated that he was familiar with it. In feet, the smuggli of 

arms in Palest ire is an old story, hich began immediately after the downfall of 

France. It is an established fact that with th advent of the Vichy regime, the 

French military readily disposed of their un ion for a consideration. Arabs 

were brought to tria1 on the charge of 111 al po s ssion of weapons, and have 

been sentenced to 30 or 40 d rs in prison. No fuss was made bout it, d the 

local press hardly took notice of it . It seems that the Br tish administration 

in Palestine was determined to try to discredit the Jewish ency, hence the 

trial of Jews on the alleged charge of acquiring ammunition illegally w .s st ed 

and corres ondents were called in, and undue publicity given. 

Senator Lodge nodded understandingly and continued: "Well, I am not di turbed 

at all about the pos ibility of bloodshed. I do not like it . How ~er, bloodshed 

is not always bad. We ow that it 1 histo ically true th .t some great things 

caJne into being s a result of bloodshed. I understand that the Jewish boys would 

give a good ccount of them elves~that would do the Je ish reputation no harm. 

In fact , it would go a long way tow rd damp 11ing anti-Semitism. " 

Dr. Silver was accompanied by Elihu D. Stone of Ba1 ton who arranged the con-

ference. 

The meeting came to a close ith the Senator offering Dr. Silver his coo ere,-. 

tion and support , and both Dr. Silver nd the Sen t or express d the hope th t they 

will meet ain soon. 
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Conference: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Co ress!£_all John • • McCor~,ck 
of Massachusetts, Majority Leader House of Representatives, 
and Elihu D. Stone, Friday, November 19, 1943, Tashington,D.C. 

As arranged by Mr. Stone, Dr. Silver visited Congressman John W. ~cCormack 

on Friday, November 19, 1943, at about 3 P.M., at the office of the Majority 

Leader , in the Capitol, Washington, D. c. 

The ·1a.Jority Leader greeted with warmth Dr. Silver as one whose re-puta,

tion as a leader preceded the meeting of the two men. 

Congressman McCormack pointed to a letter which he received from one of 

his constituents, with the enclosure of a poem entitled "Rabbi ~Corma.ck. 11 

The poem was anti-Semitic in tone and decried the liberalism of the ssachusetts 

Congressman. The •1ajority Leader went on to say: 11 As Elihu well knows, I do not 

care what some of them think about my doings. I will never be guilty of bigotry . 

I will treat all men alike, regardle s of the r race or creed. 11 Thereupon, a 

few pleasantries were exchanged betwePn Dr. Silver and the Congressman, etc. 

Dr. Silver proceeded to argue the case substantially along the same lines 

as he presented it to Senator Lodge. However, Dr. Silver stated with great 

emphasis 11 tha.t the most discouraging part of the whole situation is the fact 

that the eric ministration has completely withdrawn from Palestine, and 

this i particularly true of the re dent himself. The Je 1 h people are 

homeless as never before, and all our appeals to Washi ton for the purpa; e of 

enabling some of our ~eople to be rescued into the Je ish ational Home were 

of no a.vail. 11 Dr. Silver continued with great earnestness: 11 The Jewish people 

in th United States are most resentful of that attitude ••• " 

At this point, the Majority Leader broke in with the assertion th t "the 

Jewish peo le have no better friend than President Roo evelt. He is a great 

humanitarian and a great man. He is the best friend the Jews have. Its ems 

th t th President is being deserted by his friends. Labor, for whom he has 
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done so much, is deserti~ him; the colored people are d serting him 

the Jews are deserting him. Perhaps I should say the wealthy Jews. 11 

d now 

Dr. Silver replied: 11 There can be no argument about that, that President 

Roosevelt has been a good friend of the Jewish people. I share your confidence 

in his friendship. However, it is a fact that the doors of Pa estine are prac

tically closed to the Jewish people and that our gov rnment has done nothing 

to help us. 11 

Congressman McCormack interjected by inquiring: 11 Do you kno of any spe

ci.fic case cf denial of admission of Jews to Palestine?" Said Dr. Silver: 

"There are many instances of cruel denial of such admission on the part of the 

:British authorities." Thereupon, Dr. Silver proceeded graphically to describe 

the tragedies of the Patria and Strums. •...... 

The Congressman was visibly impressed and he inquired of Dr. Silver: 

11\lha.t is it that you want me to do? 11 Dr. Silver replied: 11 I should like you, 

if possible, to make known our views and our grievance to the Presiclent of the 

United States. 11 

Congressman McCormack, in a spirit of evident sinceritv, replied: 11 1 

should be glad to present any petit on or brief on behalf of your cause to 

the President as soon as nossible. 11 (Mr. Stone interjected by saying that 

a mere delivery of such a petition or brief would not suffice; thRt it ould 

be desirable that the Congress:cian convey his personal views on this matte'l 

.fr. McCormack i,emarked that that is exactly what h had in mind when he u ed 

the word 11 I shall be 1PLEASED 1 to do so 11 in his reply to Dr. Silver• s request. 

The term 11 PLEASED 11 meant that, was added by the Congressman. He further stated 

that he would be glad to deliver it to the President s soon after such a ~eti

tion or brief was given by us to him on half of our cause in Palestine. 

The .fa.Jori ty Leader inquired whether or not Dr. Silver conversed with 

any responsible official in the State Department. Dr. Silver made referenc 

to his visit with Secret y of State Hull . Dr. Silver also recalled his vi it 
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at the home of Sumner Welles, former Undersecretary of St te . The ajority 

Leader made the observation that Sumner Welles is a great man , a good friend 

of his , and that HE '·· ILL CO J!E BACK. 

The conversation developed along the lines of the absorptive capacity of 

Palestine and the security of the country. Dr. Silver refuted the contention 

of the British Government that there is no room in Palestin for newcooers and 

that there would be bloodshed if the White Paper were abandone 

Dr. Silver described vividly, even though succinctly, the Jewish tragedy 

in Europe , where only a few million will re in after Hitler 1s slaughter of 

them, and poiimd out that if Zionism wa right during the First orld \ ar and 

during the ~s of President Wilson who did so much for the issuance of the 

Balfour Declaration, it is certainly a thousand times right tofuzy, in view of 

the recent terrible Jewish experiences . 

Congressman .fcCormack odded in 8€reem nt an stated that he would cooperate 

and do all he can to help. 

At this point , Dr. Silver inquired whe her er not the Congressman would act

vise the introduction of a resolution in the United States Congress, reaffirm

ing the Pale tine Resolution of 20 years ago, and specifically call for freedom 

of Jewish immigration into Palestine, freedom of land purchase , colonization, 

etc. The Congressman thoughtfully replie that before he could give advice , he 

himself would like to consult with President Roosevelt and that he would be glad 

to d~ so at the first opportunity and as soon as possible, and get the Pre ident' s 

advice. ( The Congressman said, I DO NOT KlfO HOW SOON THAT C BE• BUT • ILL DO 

IT AS SO N AS POSSIBLE) . 

The hour was coming to a close and Dr. Silver had only a few minutes left 

to make the 4 o ' clock train to New York. In an atmosphere of mutual cordiality 

this conference came to a close, with the Majority Leader ' s ~ledge of cooperation • 

Dr. Silver expressed the hope that this vi it is only preliminary one and 

that he would like to have the opportunity in the nenr future of meeting the 
~'V WOOJ 

Congressman ag in - • ant icipa.tion-,..shared by the ? aj ori t y Leader hins elf . 
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Interview with Mr. Wallace Murray, 
State Department BOTeaber 19, 1943 Washington, D. o. 

Preeentt Mr. Mnrra7, Mr. Paul Alling, Mr. Gord.on Merriam, and one other member of 
Mr. Murra7'1 ataff; Dr. Goldmann, Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise 

An appointment had been asked for because Mr. Murra7 was said to be going to 
England on the inTitation of the roreign Office to discuss Bear kst problems. (in 
the meantime, it had been learned that for the present at least Mr. Murray is not 
going.) 

Dr. Goldmann opened the conversation by aaying that some time had. paased since 
the oonveraationa of Dr. Weizmann and hia associates with Mr. Murra7 and hie. At that 
•time the Zioniats had mbmitted their program and their demands concerning the solu
tion of the Palestine problem. Recently the preee had been carrying atoriea concern
ing diaco.ssiona in Cairo about the establishment of an Arab Yederation and about a new 
scheme of partition in Palestine ae a solution of the problem. The Zioni•ts therefore 
thought that the time had come to discuss with Mr. Murray and hie colleague a what the 
position actually 11 and to learn what propoeala are being considered in any conver
sations about Palestine. 

Mr. Murrq eaid he knew nothing about the cable which bad appeared in the press 
concerning the partition of Palestine. As for the conversation• in Cairo a0aut an 
Arab federation, he did not think they could be taken too eeriousl7. He thinks there 
is no chance of eatabliahing a real federation among the Ara.be in view of the religioue, 
political and dynaetic differences among them. Ae far aa he understood it, the program 
which ls being discuaaed in Cairo refere to a cueto•• and poetal union, and some cultur
al cooperation, bo.t thia could not be regarded a• a real federation or union. !he 
~mtians are racsially not Arabs; there are d7naetic differences between Ibn Saud and 
the Heahemite d,-Daet7 in 11'4,; the King of ~gypt may be cona1'er1ng reviving the caliph
ate and becoming caliph. Mr. Murray did not think hat Palestine played a part in the 
diecuaaion of all theae problema. 

Mr. Merria.m added that aoae Arab lead.ere took the position th.at the Palestine 
problea 1111at be aolved before the discussions proceeded, but not all the .Arab leaders 
agreed to thia point of view. 

Dr. SilTer then said that the uerican Zioniata and .American Jews were deepl7 in
terea\ed in knowing the attitude of their goTerDJ1ent conceming Paleatine. The tra
ditional polic7 of this country ia to favor the Jewish National Home, aa eTidenced b7 
the unanimous resolution of Congr••• in 1922 and the statements of eve17 president from 
Kilson to looaevelt. Recentl1 Zioniata have felt that there may be a withdrawal of 
the attitude from the traditional policy of friendliness to the Jewish Bational Home 
and Zionists sought advice and go.id.a.nee, so aa to be able to gu.ide its conetituente. 
This government endorsed the Mandate and certainl7 has the right to be interested in 
the Palestine aituation. !he White Paper of 1939 practicall7 cancel• Jewish righta 
under the Mandate and liquidates the Jewish National Home; in view of the traditional 
attitude of thie goTermnent, Zioniate have a right to feel that it will help restore 
Jewiah rights under the Mandate. 

In repl7, Mr. Nu.rra1 Rid it met be borne in mind that the iritiah laTe the m

preme responaibilit7 in that pa.rt of the world, that the7 are .lmerica11 allies, and 
that, t~erefore, it was understandable that thia government is most reluctant to do 
&D7thing which aight •baraea Great Britain while ihe war is on . 

Dr. Silver said there had been no hesitation in the Lebuon situation. 
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'!o this Mr. Murray replied that in that instance military security- was end.angered 
and, shou.ld a similar situation arise elenhere a position wO"O.ld have to be taken. Ae 
for the attitude of the American government in the whole matter, it should hot be for
gotten that America did not enter the League of Nations and has not asS\lJlled &IlT respon
aibility- for the Mandate. ~• Treaty which wae eigned merely protects the rights of 
American citizen• in Palestine. 

Dr. Goldmann said the discussion was not about public statements of the American 
government duriog the war which aight embarrass the :British, but what was of concern was 
the post-war solution of the Palestine problem, which ia surely- being prepared during 
the war. In various conversations which Dr. Wise, Dr. Silver and Dr. Goldmann had had 
with Mr. Sumner Welles and with the Secretary of State, it had always been stated that 
this government took the position that Great Eritain alone could not decide the future 
of Palestine, but that thia government would have to be connlted on this as on other 
post-war problems and the assurance was alwa1s given that the Zionists would be informed 

about such discussions and not be faced with a fait accompli. In view of the fact that 
more and more newe is being published indicating that discussions are going on about the 
Palestine problem, Zionists felt that they- had to come to the State Department and make 
clear that they expect to be consulted before a decision is reached, otherwise a deci
sion may be made which will have to be violently opposed. 

Kr. Murray said he understood the Zionist position, but that he knew of no real 
negotiations. He bllieved that when the peace conference waa convened, the Jewish dele
gation would be there, as it vae at the Parie Peace Conference, and would have the op
portunity of submitting their demands. 

Mr. Alling added that the final solution would probably be ba1ed on "give and take.• 

Dr. Goldmann replied that the Paris Conference and the decision• about Paleetin• 
which were reached there did not fall from a clear, blue ek;y. They represented year• 
of 1>reparation. The !alfour declaration had been ne otiated before the Peace Conference 
and the American delegation, headed by Wilson, took a very active part - as a matter 
of fact, vi thou.t the euppo"rt of the .American government, 1 t might neTer hde been 1 eaued. 
Therefore the opportunity to appear before the Peace Conference ma.7 be too late, eepecial-
17 since there 1• a P•••1bility that a foraal peace sonference 118.7 not be called for 
m&n7 7ears after a transition period when all the eolutiona ma7 have been implemented, 
and onl7 the formal act of fixiag signature• mq be required. Zionists mu.at be in the 
picture while the solution• are being prepared. 

Mr. Murray •id that, to continue the parallel with the situation in the la st war 
and the Paris Peace Conference, he lid not belieTe that the atage had been reached where 
real negotiations about Palestine baTe yet been started. He then eaid that the un 
who should know most about thia was Dr. Weizmann and he was in London. Tlle Palestine 
problem would be decided by men on the highest leTel. Dr. Weizmann has had taJ.k•t with 
~ritiah statesmen on this level before and he ahou.ld know what the peeition is. Be 
asked whether there waa an7 information about these talk• and what the position of Mr. 
Churchill was. 

, 

Dr. Goldmann answered that the general impression of Dr. Weizmann was that the 
situation in London cozcerning Palestine was beginning to unfreeze: that the Britiah 
were begizming to diseu.1a Palestine, which the7 were not prepared to do in the firat 
years of the war. Aa for Mr. Churchill, Dr. ·Weizmann believes that he has not changed 
his fo.niamental pr~Zioniat attitude. as waa indicated in hie criticisa of the White 
Paper. On the other hand, Dr. WeiEmann believes, and we share thia opinion, that the 
best we.7 to enable the Britiah GoTernment to get out of it• varioua commitments and en
tanglements would be for Merica to take a hand in the matter and to make a new atart 
through Anglo-American action, and that 1• wh7 the attitude of thia goTermnent is of 
such fundamental importance to a constructive solution of the Paleetine problem. 
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Dr. Wise said he felt that the President had remained friendly and that he would not 
a ~e ready to agree to the White Paper policy as the final policy with regard to Palestine, 
W ,ut that the friendly attitude of the President would be strengthened by the underwtand

ing and cooperation of the State Department. 

• 

• 

Dr. Silver a.dded that recently spokesmen of this government had begun to express doubts 
about the absorptive capa.ci ty of Palestine, saying that th• country is too small to absorb 
marge masses of Jews. He referred to the •expert• opinion of Sir John Hope Simpson ten 
years ago which reported that Palestine could not absorb a single new Jew, whereas since 
then 350,000 have entered Palestine. Other countries for Jewish post-~-a.r migration are be
ing diecu.ssed. Experience has shown that Palestine is the best country of immigration 
for Jes and other experiments have failed, as, for example, Santo Domingo. 

(Mr. Murray said he would like some reliable information on Santo Domingo and it was 
promised to send him the ~rooking& Institute report.) 

Dr. Silver continued by saying that it would takes ten, twenty, or more years to pre
pare other countries for large Jewish immigration, whereae Palestine is already prepared to 
absorb large numbers of Jews. 

Dr. Wise added that unfortunately it vas not necessary to think in terms of many mil
lions; after the war, there may be only two million left, oo.tside of Soviet Russia and Great 
Britain, of which half a million or a million will have to go to Palestine after the war. 

Mr. Murray then asked about the confiiet between Dr. Weizmann a.nd Mr. Ben Ou.rion. 

Dr. Goldmann aaid there was no conflict between them on the fundamental program • 
oth are among the originators of the Biltmore program asking for a Jewish Commonwealth; 

JUt the Zionist Executive ie laboring under great technical and geographic handicapa;
they have no travel facilities and no diplomatic pouch. Differences about tactic and 
procedure arise which would be easily straighted out y coming together and talking it 
over. 

Dr. Silver said that even in this country there are conflicts which lead to resigna
tions without fundamental issues being involved. 

Mr. Murray asked what Jewish opinion in this country was about partition. 

Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise replied that the large majority had been against the partition 
plan, but that the majority of the Congress, in view of the plight of eastern ~uropean 
Jewry and the urgent necessity for large immigration opportunities, authorized the Zionist 
Executive to proceed with negotiatione; but the plan wae subsequently abandoned by the 
British government. 

»r. Goldmann added that those who had been in favor of partition at the time, such 
as Dr. Weizmann, Mr. Ben Ourion and himaelf, YO\lld not favor it today, because they feel 
that in the light of the tragedies of l>u.ropean Jewry in the past years, an opportunity 
mu.st be made for a radical and not a piece-meal solution, through years and decades of 
slow immigration into Palestine. A1 many as can be got there must be transferred immediate-
17 and, therefore, a partitioned Palestine nould not suffice. In one of Dr. Weizmann's 
recent letters he took the same atlitude • 
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Mr. Murray asked whether the Zionists iid not belieTe that the British govern11ent 
ealized that the White Paper could not stand, especially in Tiew of the well-known attitude 
f Mr. Churchill. 

Dr. Silver said he thought that the British h&d begun to realize that this policy would 
have to be changed, but that the friendly attitude of this government and its cooperation 
would make it mu.ch easier to bring about a change and overcome the resistance of the Colonial 
Administration to it. 

Mr. Murray said he believed that in opposing the White Paper all Jewry was united, even 
including the American Jewish Committee. He further said he thought that the American Jewish 
Committee was against Jewish nationalism and the Jewish National Home. 

The reply to this was that the .American Jewish Committee is on record as supporting 
the Balfour Declaration and joined the Jewish Agency on the basis of the :Balfour Declaration. 
It opposition is directed against any political and national ties between Jes outside of 
Palestine and the Jewish Commonwealth. On the question of the Jewish Commonwealth, their 

ain objection was that it was premature to come out with such a demand now. 

Mr. Murray concluded the conversation, which lasted an hour, by thanking us for having 
come and expressing the hope that there could be an exchange of views from time to time. 

ashington, D. c . 

et 
ec 
11/28/43 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

, ONDAY, NOVEMBER 29. , 1943 

Evening - Had dinner at t he home of 'Ir. Leichtman, 760 H'es t End hvenue, at which 
Sen~~or Mead was a guest. The Senator reported on his recent trip 
around the.world with particular reference to Great Britain, North 
Africa and Palestine . Everywhere he went he found British officials 
talking about Palestine and the tension there, but the .arabs never 
mentioned it. Lady 11stor had told him that the English vve1 e not 
averse at all to having America handle the Jewish Palestine problem, 
which irritated the ~rahs, while the English posed as the champions of 
Arab interests. Behin4 the British position with reference to the 
Arabs today is the question of oil in .b.rab countries and the competition 
for concessions with the United atates. The British are also suspicious 
of the Ru, sian influence in t he wliddle East. 

TUESDAY - November 5Q, 1943 

11:30 - 1:10 P .M. eating ivith Congressman Bloom at the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the House. Askea him about the prospect of the Rogers 
resolution. I got the impression that the Foreign Affairs Con.mittee 
would vote out the Bill but not in its present form. It will have 
no provision for the appointment of a Commission and th :..-t if it is 
passed, it will be shelved. He was ex ecting to hear by cable from 
someone an announcement which would blanket the entire matter. He 
did not favor aad·ng u Palestine amendment to the resolution. He 
thought that a Palestine resolution should be introduced in th~ 
Senate, preferabl~ by 8enator Burkley and that it had a good chance 
of passing. It would be channeled to him through the 1"oreign Affairs 
Committee and would pass the House. He urged thc: t Dr. ise, who had 
requested an op) ortunity to appear at a hearing of the Foreign Affairs 
Co.,mittee on the Resolution, should attend such a hearing. 

5 :00 P .M. - Met with Senatgr l'a.t"t at his office in the .3enate Building . ... 
Gave him background to the present situation with reference to 
Palestine and the White Paper. He indicated real interest, asked 
for additional information which I promised to send to him, and suggested 
that he would be helpful when the proper time came. 

8 :30 P .M. - et the "Cheder" group in the home of u1r. Taub, 1629 Columbia 
Road. About forty economists, scientists, etc. were present. Discussed 
with them the present status of the ~ionist ovement in America, 
gave them the story of the American Jewish Conference, something about 
the present British policy with reference to Palestine and that of our 
own government, and a general and helpful discussion developed. 

Later in the evening, at my hotel, Mr. Bliken, Robert Nathan, ~.r . 
Gass, Eli Ginzberg and a few others discussed with me in greater 
detail a surve·, to be made, to be completed within the next nine months, 

to learn the actual capacity of Palestine, reul and potential, to 
absorbe large scale Jewish immigrution after the war. 
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EDJ. ESDAY, DECEMBER 1 - 4 : 00 P . ~. -- A s ecial meeting of t he I xecuti ve of 
the ~ionist mergency Council for a consicer~tion of the emphasis to be 
placed on the hite Paper und t h e Gomrnon ·e&lth . It was the a lmost 
unEnirnous opinion of the Committee th t the Gommom· ea lth ide should be 
tied up wi th our campaign a gainst the ••hite Paper . 
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TUE DAY, DECE1 otR 14, 1 43 

: 30 P . ;n . - 1 eeting vi th l.Jolonel 1endelssohn and 1,!r . Ben Hor in in my room 

7 : 00P .~ . 

at the Co .. 1odore . AsKed t ., e.n to answer tne t,· o 1. e.,ti.ons asked o 
the Palestine Executive t ; ich oen Horin rote out u reply which ~as 
forwarded to J erusalem . 

Pr ess Conference · t tne ?ythian Temple . ~ome thirty represent· tives 
of the J e,vish pre.3s in attendance . Told t em o the .. ark o the 
~mer6ency Council . Disc sion developed around the activities 
of the Ber 5son -r up, and Jacob Fishmun m de sh~rp attack on it . 

'SDl Y, DECEh:BEI 15 , 1943 

4 : 00 P . wl . - Intervie' with idney HilL'Tian. 15 Union S re . Feel ,:> t at it ould 
not be vlise for him t assume chairmanship or be a member of t e 
Labor Com.mi t tee of tt1e Council because of his more or less off icia 
standing in ,[.tnhinO'ton. b t is prep- r d to do al he can to elp . t e 
cause along . 
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THU IBDAY DECZu!BE ~3 1943 

3 : 01 P .M. - rostmuster fl'rank nalker telephoned me r mv York and after 
excfiangi~ 6reetings of the season he sai hut he hoped thut 
I didn ' t think th' t ne h,l. ne 6 lect,·d t· e atter .. hich re discussed. 
that he simply had no opJort ity to n·tve the ,dnd of a tabc ne warted 
(The Presi ent absent fr n the country) . He could r,t..ssure m tr · t 
tb_re has been no chan~e at ~ll in tie attitude f the President 
on the 3 bject of Palestine . Th ·re is th same s -m • the ic r,derst · ding 
tnut t ere al·m:fs has been . He coul sa ely su. ' nut •rn would heur 
from the Preside11t sometime be 

I as 1 ed ~het.er there was anythin~ more s_>ecific t 
me . He re lied tmt he co ld onl say tr· t, 1'.e wu 
resident later on -- in t e next few wee~s. 

e c • 1d el L 
heo.r from he 

I in'fuired w et.1er the resiJe t 1 d .. ked tu o hers o. his rip . 
He re~lied t. • t is ans rnr ~rett , :'lell covered the entire si u· tion, 
tn t ther vo ld be further cieve o. men ts o l ich e 'i uld be t.. ri ed 
before long. and tn.- t ·~e 1oul be lease ·Jith them . 
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Tuesday, January 11, 1944 

I phoned Mr . Nathan Straus and asked him whetbe1" he 
b~d heard anything furtber fr om Postmaster Frank 
Walker . He s a.id tba t he would get in touch with him . 

The following morning the following mes8age was rela yed 
to ine through Mr . Monter fran Mr . 1::>traus: 

"That the President is planning to s ay s an ething 
terribly important most acce~ able to your people 
within ten days . He will send you an invitation to 
meet with him to give exact details of what is to be 
said and done . " 
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INTERVIEW \ ITH SECRETAR.1. OF tYl'ATE 
CORDELL HULL AT T I ~TATE 

DEPT. WEDNhSD ~, J UAfu 12, 1941..J_ - 11:jO - 12:10 

There has been considerable time on discussion of Declaration of 

the four nations at Te eran and opposition of Catholic hierarclzy-. 

Re was anxious to leave no doubt that his Departma'lt was very 

much interested 1n the subject of PaJ.estine. He had been in touch with 

the :British on the subject freque!ltly. He had conveyed to the British 

authorities the deep interest of the America'l. Government and ~he atti

tude of five million Jews among the best citizens of our country. 

He said that Mr. Churchill wishes to see the l3alf our Declara

tion put into effect and the Jewish Uational Home established. He 

feels that some statement from Mr. Churchill should be fort 1coming, 

logical.ly before the end of March. Churchill is evidently waiting 

for proper timing. 

He knows that the l3ri t1sh have been con idering various pro

posals including partition. He twice referred to partition. He felt 

that the White Paper was definitely not the la t ord. 

What he conveyed to me f ollo ed. conversations with the Presi

dent who had talked with Mr. Churchill. I aaked him whether the Presi

dent is likely to ma'cc a statement soon. This question he parried by 

s~ing that the President has alw~s been interested in whatever con

cerns the Jewish people and will at the proper time do what is neces-

sary. 

I showed him our propo ed resolution on Palestine, which he 

read very carefully. I asked him whether it would embarrass the De

partment of State if such a resolution ere introduced. He gave no 

indication of any disapproval. He did not say that the Department saw 

no objection to the resolution becau.se he said that that might be con-. 
strued as indicating that the Department approved. That was a matter 

for Congress. He preferred to be cautious on all such matters of legis

lation. 



• 
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I raised the question of the persistent hostile attitude of the 

!Tear Ea.st Division towards our cause a..'1.d confidential reports which were 

circulated ostensibly in the name of the Department of State among 

Congressmen and others suggesting that our Government was opposed to Jew

ish aspirations in Palestine. This, he said, was without a..'1.y justifica

tion whatsoever. He would look into the matter. lh~ever he talks to 

the people in his Department he makes it quite clear just how he feels 

on the subj ect • 

• 



., . ' 

• Wed.'les~, JanuarJ 12, 1944 

10 A. M. - 11:30 A. M. 

Interview with Colonal Hoskins 

A.fter exchanging pleasa:i.tries, I took up the subject of his earlier 

memorandum, which I criticized severely. I told him that I believed that an 

Arab could have written it without changing a dot or a. comoa. He replied 

that he was only interested in giving the "other side" since the Jews had 

full opportunity to present their side. I replied that his report was not 

presented as such but as an objective stuey of the situation in Palestine 

which had back of it presumably the authority of the military and as such 

was misleading. He replied that his sole object was to keep the peace 

• during the war. The purpose of the joint statement of Churchill a.'ld Roose

vel t, which was not issued, was not to muzzle t e Jews of America but simp-

• 

,{P 
ly in the interest of not irritating the situation. He thought that 

there was the danger of arousing a..'lti-Semltisrn in this country by too 

strong Palestine aggression. I told him that what Poles · and Czechs and 

other .American citizens were doing during the war to see that the intel'

ests of their ancestral homes should be saf egua.rded the Jews in America 

will also continue to do. And if that makes certain people anti-Semitic, 

well that is t too bad; they would have to get over it. Poli ti cal de-

ciaions of the most decisive character are now being made with reference 

to many cou...'ltries, a"ld possibly also with reference to Palestine, and we 

do not wish to be confron.ted W'i th the fa.1 t accompli If He thought that 

everyone is agreed, even responsible Arabs. that the White Paper cannot 

sta..11d. The reason why the government of the United States or of Great 

lk'i tain baa not taken us more fully into their confidence is that they 



• 
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• simply did not have an policy to talk to us about. He ref erred to the pos

sibility of a conference between Jews and Arabs. I reminded him of the his

tory of the London Arab-Jewish round-table a'l.d told him that such con er

ences are doomed to failure unless Great lritain and the United States are 

prepared to put the moral authority of their government behind a just solu

tion. He said that he is very eager to be most helpful; that the situation 

is fluid; and that he is most eager to continue contact and further discus

sion with us • 

• 

• 



• 
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INTERVIE iITH SENATOR BENNETT CHAMP CLARK 
VEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12, 1944. 

2: 30 P. M. 

He asked for reasons for opposjtion to Zionism. I 
explained to him that it was largely fear. He thought 
he understood that. The Jews and Catholics in his State 
were afraid to fight the KKK after the last war. 

He felt strongly that Engla nd has been treating P~lestine 
as a crovn colony instead of a mandate territory. 

He will vote for the Palestine Resolution. 

5 p • M • 

IN TERVIEW "'ITH ENATCR 

He thought the Resolution was a g ood one - mild enough -
and will vote for it . 



• 
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CONFIDENT! L 

Palestine Resolution introduced in the House, Th sday Janu~.r '7 1944 
by Re resentatives James . right (D) of Pa. and Ranulf Compton (R) of Conn. 

Similar r solution introdu ed in the uentate of the united 0tates by 
en tor agner of Ne~ York and 0en~tor Taft o Ohio on February 1, 1944 . 



• 
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CONFIDENT! L 
.EDNESDAY , FEBRU1RY ~, 1944 

9:30 A.M. Called on Senator Taft. Discussed the resolution. 

10:00 A .M. called on Senator agner. Discurned the resolution. agner 
brou;ht the tter uo the same morning before the Foreign Relations 
Committee. Senator Vandenburg wanted to kno what the attitude of 
the ~,ar Department and the Secretary of State ~ ould be. Cornmi t tee 
decided to await word. 

3:00 P.M. Called on Congressman Sol Bloom, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee. Have t e definite impre sion that Bloom is in com lete 
sympathy with the resolution and ill work for it. He~rin5s nave 
been set for Tuesday, Febru~ry 8. olsey for the Council for 
Ju:iaism, asked to be beurd in opposition . 



• 

• 

• 

CONFIDENTI L 

THURSDAY, FEBRUAR{ 3, 1944 

9:30 A .. - Saw Congressman James ,n. ,adsworth, of Nev, York. Concerned with 
the British und military angle. 

10:30 A.M. - Saw Congressman Frances Bolton. 

11:30 A.M. - Called on Turkish Ambassador t1urir Ertegun, at th - requevt of 
Shertok, to request a l~rger quota of transfer vises for refugees 
through Turkey. Turkish Ambas Jador said th~t he would convey 
the re uest to his Government. 

1:00 P .. - A Press Conference at Hotel Willard attended by a very reJresent tive 
group of vashington news aper men representing all the revs services 
of the country and uite a number of import.,lnt American ne is papers. 
opent an hour and a half in questions nd answers about the hite 
Paper, Palestine, etc. 

4:30 P.M. - J.ent forty minutes ·th Assistant 0ecretary of State, ~g]f 
A. Berle a-Jr. Berle indict:.. ted wh t was being done as the first 
acts of the V r Ref ee Board: (a) to ease up many transfer 
regulations, (b) to work ith the underi round, especially in 
Hu.ng·_ry to help as m ny esca e from the Nazi clutches as pos..,ible, 
(c) notice has been served on tn s~tellite st.tcs ho h~ve been 
putting out all kinds of peace feelers that the consideration 
i . ich will be shown to them will depend very much upon their 
attitude to the Jews. 

Took up the matter .,ri th him of Turkish transfer vises. Said he 1i1 ould 
follow up tnat line and perhaps a plane CCllld be made available 
which would transport taily ref ees from Istanbul to Palestine. 
Told him about the cable hich I received from Chief Rabbi Herzog 
with reference to Rabbis stranded in .Shanghai. He as afraid 
that not much could be done for them at this time Mith the Japanese. 
There is difficulty even in exchanging prisoners and getting 
American citizens out. He thouJht perhaps somethi :r could be one 
thro h the Interuo.tional Red Cross or the Y CA to ease~ their 
pli 7 ht in Shanghai. 
He said th the could arrange priorities for transportation to 
England, if necessary . 



• 
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Appointment with the re ident through Nut'.an 8tr us dnd Postmaster General 
Frank 1alker . ' egotiations ~ere carried on for the last fe weeks concerning 
an interview with t ' e President. Such an inte vie was finally granted to us for 
11 ednesday, February 2. Dr. vdse, who was instructed by me,in th~ n me of the 
Emergency Council to asK for the interview at an earl/ date, received word from 
General Nutson t • t the interview would be nad on the t date. Dr. 1 ise, ·:ho had 
a lecture tour scheduled for the Pacific Coast, then asked, on his own, und 
without consultation. for a µostponement of the interview to Februa 14, when 
he ¥ill be back from t e Coc.1.st. The Emer~ency Co ·ttee greutly resented this 
fact. I urged upon Dr.wise before he left for the Coast. to re 1uest t e 
re-in3tatement oft e original ·ate. This was not done. 

On February 3rd, I received a telegru from Dr. iise, in Los 11n 1 eles: 
"If you an eel he should substitute for me I am entirely sutisfied. 
This cannot be done without c0nsulting Judge otien~- " But in the meantime. 
I received word from General ,tc.1.tson tlli t the date was fixed for Febr ary 14. 
An effort is being made to bring rroskauer and others into this appolntme t . 
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cmFIDE TIAL 

TUE D1~Y, FEBRUIBY 8 , 1944 

Hearing be::."'ore the l1'oreign Affairs Commit tee of tne House on the 
Palestine Resolution . I spoke in tne morninb • 

In the afternoon -- 2 : 00 P . ~r . -- I spent nearly t o hours ith e 
~amuel osenmcx.n in the 1hi te House . 'fie talked of t e delegcction hich is scheduled 
to meet •Ii tn the President on February 14 . I conveyed to Rosenman the information 
• hich I had received from 11,r . • onsky tha.t Blo.uJtein and ProsKauer had • formed 
him that should the uestion of the Jev:sh Commonwealth come up for discussion at 
the President ' s Conference, they would be compelled to speak a ~&inst it . It was 
therefore thou-,ht advisable to postpone the Conference . 

1' e discussed the advis bilit of tne resident issuing a stutement on 
the 0 hite Paper and the ,Jewish Common ealth, in reply to the . any petitions ~ hich 
have reached him . I drafted a statement for submission to the President . J ge 
nosenrr,an &lso asked for c::i. copy oft e statement which I made at the ncarinas in 
the mornin~ , because he ~s especially interested in m treatm~nt of the Je·ish 
Conunoni1ec::1.lth an6le . I send him a copy lc...te in the afternoon . 

The hearings continued through uednesd • 



cm FIDENT IAL 

• THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1944 

• 

• 

At the request of Judge Rosenman I called to see him again at the vJhite 
House at 12:30. Was with him about forty minutes . The meeting with the President 
has been postponed . He had not yet submitted my draft of the statement to the 
President. He will do so and let me know. ~ e talked about the hearin~ s. He 
knew that the ~ar Department had sent a letter to the Foreign Affairs and 
Foreign Relations Committee speaking ugainst the considering of the Resolutions 
at this time . He sug:~ested t hat the Presid ~nt knew about the letter. ~ told him 
that the Administration would e ame or it as in the case~f the Cremieux 
Decree . Judge Rosenman thought that the Commonweal th idea shou rl not l-u vebeen 
pressed at this ti.me . A resolution against th : hi te Paper could pa·~ s very 
easily, and from there we could move m easily . The President was not prepared 
to discuss definite proposals about Palestine w~ th the Zionists becaus e he did 
not believe t h~t that stage has yet been reached. 

I talked with Judge Hosenman about the need to huve someone close to the 
President with whom we could take counsel frequently in regard to Palestine . 
Rosenman thous;ht that an excellent suggestion and he mentioned the name of 
0tettinius . He suid t hL.t he would talk to the President about it. 

Nah_llill Goldmann had be§n calli~g on h~~ fre .uently repres enting himself 
as the official spokesman of the Liionis t .c,rnercency Council. Goldmann had agreed 
to the t_oi~t delegation to the President . 



• 
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Visited • shin6ton 1 'ednesday and Thursday, 
with rs. Silver. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

On ednesday morning Chief of Staff. Gfil}eral %Ar~all, appeared before 
the Foreign Relutions Committee of the Serute in op~osition to the Palestine 
Resolution. Senator Connally hastily called that meeting. Neither Senator 
,;agner nor Sena tor Taft was present. No action as taken. 

At the invitation of r. John ~cClox. Assistant Secretary of 1 ar, F.F. 
had a meeting ~ith him at whichne went over the 0 round. cCloy indicated 
that he would more circumspect in his decl· rations on the attitude of the 
ar Department towards the Resolution. 

The hearing of the Foreign Affairs Committee which was schedu ed for 
Thursday, February 24, us posponed at our re½uest. 

Contacts were made with 1 r. 
Heller, also through Lubin, to get 
Resolutions or on the ~hite Paper. 
wire the President. 

Ni]es,at the ~hite House by Feuer and 
an expression from the • hi te House on the 
It was agreed that our people be a.ked to 

On Thursday . February 24, around noon, I saw r. Stettinius briefly and 
at his sug~estion, r. Breckenridge Long, forubout three-~uarters of an hour. 
I made it clear to both that the failure of the State Depa~tment to express 
itself negatively hen it was o ns lted enc a ed us to JO on vith the 
Resolution, and tll~t the present interve1tion of the ar Depa.rtm .nt has 
greatly embarrassed our Movement. Neither cou a ive anJ advice. 

To r. Long I spoke very fort right abo t the indefinite and gener~lly 
ne~ative attittrle of the tate Department over a period of years to 
Jewish as irations in Palestine. I left no doubt in his mind as to the 
growing resentment of the Jews of erica. 

Senator ' agner is to see the President next .Monday. So is 'r. Niles. 

Have not heard from Ju:ige Rosenman . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1944 

12:00 Noon -- Talked \,ith Postmaster General Frank alker. He said that he 
would inquire of the President as to tlie ,hole situ tion and vould let 
me know. 

3:50 P.M. Interview with Secretary of the Na Knox. Knox is friendly but 
called attention to the militar situation in I aly and to the oil 
negotiations in which America is vitally interested. He asked whether 
in view of th se facts we regard the pre :,sing of our case as iwmediately 
urgent, and whether we c uld not wait. He too sai .i th t he would see the 
President and inquire whether some st tement clarifyi the si uation 
could not be made by the Chief Executive. 

wEDNESDAY,. CH 1st. 

t 4:00 P .. I telephoned Fr.:...nk \ alker from l,hicago h ·re I ,ent to 
address nearly 2000 electors to t e .nmerica.n Jev ish Conf ~rence. He 
stuted tha.t the 0tate De~artm nt vie, prevails. He is in no osition 

. to 4uote the hief, but tru:..t the attitu e of_the ·ar D :tme t 
holds. I asked him hether we should see the Chief Executive. He said 

at he could not say any more but thr t the view of the Stute and 
War Departments hold. It may change in the future . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

S TURDAY, 1ARCH 4, 1944 

Rabbi Feuer phoned from Washington saying that Senator w&gner had had 
luncheon with the President.on Fruday, ~arch 5, and tl:ht the President had given 
him reassurTog°words about Palestine: that rso thousand Jews would be permitted 
to enter Turkey with the understanding that they would remain there no more than 
six months - the thought being th t they would in due course findtheir way to 
Palestine. Senator 1 agner suggested that the President ee the leaders of the 
Zionist Movement and convey that information o em. The President said that 
he would be most happy to do so. • 

I telephoned Wagner and he repeated the conversation and indicated that the 
President would see me and lise on Thursday, March 9 at 12:50. I telephoned ¥ise 
in Florida, told him of the appointment, asked him to come on and if he was unable 
to leave, that Robert Szold would substitute for him. 

MONDAY, !t~CH 6 , 1944 

Judge Fisher called. He is in i• ashington seeing some people. He had 
a long conversation with McCormack, majority leader of the House, who had just 
come from a conference with the President. Like ~Ja.gner, McCormack conveyed 
a reassuring report. He indicated that the Pres·dent would 6et in touch, Monday 
or Tuesday, with Churchill. 

In the meantime, it was reported th ta meeting of the Cabinet was held 
last Saturday, at which it was decided not to do anything about the matter at this 
time. Vice-President lallace, who is scheduled to address a public dinner of 
the American Palestine Committee, next Thursday, may have been dissuaded from 
making his scheduled address on that occasion. 

On Sunday and onday of this week, the New York Times, and also the 
Herald Tribune of New York, carried front page stories of Gener-dl ~arshall's 
intervention in the Congress Resolution, and extensive reports in the New York 
Times of the protests of the Arab Governments . 



CO FIDENTIAL 

. • THURSDAY, March 9, 1944 -- 12:10 - 1:00 P.M. 

• 

• 

Dr. /ise and I were received by the President of the United tates 
who authorized us to issue the following statement: "The President 
authorized us to say that the American government has never given its 
a proval to the White Paper of 1939. 

"The President is h·ppy that the doors of Palestine a.re today open 
to Jewish refugees and that when fu ~ure decisions ~re reached full justice 
will be done to those who seek a Jewish National Home. for hich our government 
and the merican people have always had the deepest sympathy and today more 
than ever, in view of the tragic plight of hundreds of t r ousunds of meless 
Jewish refugees." 

FRIDAY, arch 17, 1944 

Congressman Sol Bloom hastily calls a meeting oft e Foreign Affairs 
Commit tee at which wlcCloy arrl the mill tary are resent. Take f ormal action 
to defP.r action on our resolution c1nd issue a public s t ate ent: "advice 
and information given us by those responsib e or the conducting of the war have 
convinced the committee that action on the Resolution ~t this time would be 
unwise." 

!..ARCH 21, 1944 . 

A great demonstration against the • hite k'aper held in 
Garden, addressed by Senators Taft, Wagner, Barkley atthew 
Thompson and myself . 

adison S~1uare 
oll Dorothy 
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MONDAY, MARCH 27, 1944 

8 P. M. Meetin~ of the full Emergency Committee. Serious 
set-to with "W" over the calling of a conference of Community 
Contact Chairmen which had been voted at the previous meeting 
of the Executive Committee. He had not been aware of the fact 
and felt that he had not been consulted . 

MONDAY, APRIL 3, 1944 

All-day session of the Dnergency Committee. (Morning and Evening). 
Executive Committee in the afternoon. In the evenin~, nw• presses 
for the appointment of a political steering committee - a sort of 
office committee, which I abolished when I took over. He ie 
defeated and the matter is referred to the pro~ram committee 
where it will probably rest . 
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3/28/44 

Dictated by Gene Kelly over the ~hone today at 4:30 l\f to Naomi Boroweky 

The President had his weekly presa conference at 4:10 PM at 

the White House. At the press conference, President RooseveltK said 

that because a tem~orary military situation is involved, he could find 

no fault with Army om>osition to a continuation of Jewish immigration 

into Palestine. 

Mr. Roosevelt waa reminded that Rabbi ise and Dr. Silver 

said thes President had authorized them to announce that the .American 

Government never ha• given ita ~roval to the British White Pat>er. 

He wae asked how his ~osition fitted in with the Arrrrr opposition to 

further immigration. 

Mr. Roosevelt said one waa a military subject and the other 

entirely different, a civilian matter for th• future, to be worked out 

when there is a more permanent peace. He said the military situation 

causing the temnoraey ban was a very serious matter. 

Asked whether there was an:r fear of disturbing the situation 

in the .!iddle iaet, the President aaid the main ouestion was wh~t to 

do with refugees and not all of them Jewa. He said refugees were 

coming out of Europe throu~ Spain and through the Balkans into 

Turkey but beyond this he would not enter into a general discussion 

of the Palestine situation • 

1h 3/28/44 
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APRIL 4, 1944 

A visit to Washington. 

11:30 A. M. to 1 P. M. visit with General Hurley, 1210 Shoreham Bg. 
( See attached report). 

2 P. M. Benjamin Aksin called to see me at the office. 
He approved of the introduction of the resolutions, thought that 
much had been accomplished, even thou~ action on the resolutions 
had been deferred. Su~~ested that we mi~t have informed the 
military authorities further. Also advised greater action to 
stimulate editorial opinion. He thou~ht that an informal 
meeting of some representatives of the Revisionists and of our 
group would be helpful. 

3 P. M. Called on Mr. Leo Wolfson at the Land Office Department 
of Interior. Consulted him about the proper person to head our 
Washington Bureau. He will think through the subject and make 
certain recommendations. He is ea~er to be helpful. Would be 
glad to serve in an informal committee or cabinet around the 
head of the Bureau to be selected. 

5:30 P. K. Met with Colonel Wainhouse in the lobby of the 
Shoreham Hotel. He thought that the British might welcome some 
form of shared responsibility with the American government in the 
Near East to offset Russian influence. He thought that Ben 
Horin•s article in Harper's this month had something to it. 
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C OI FIDE TIAL 

TUESDAY, .,AY 2, 1944 - - Luncheon :.th athaniel L . Ltoldstein. Attorney Gener 1 . 
State of New York at the Commodore Hotel . Discussed with him the 
introduction of a plank in the Republican Platform and the imµorL:nce 
of he epublic ns acting to bring the Palestire esolutio onto he 
floor of Congress . He ¥ill alk to De ey about the proposed pl K. 

, EDI ESD Y - April B, 11: 45 A . • -- Interview ii th 1r . Fort s at the ew In rior 
Building, ~,a shin~ ton. D. C. It • his belief that an arrangeri.ent be wee . 
the United utates nd Greut Britain i the matter of Arabian oil vill 
help the Jewish National Home . 

le su.,gl3sts t 1;At the Jewish rl0 ency should maKe so e 
'audi rabia through urRAH . 

sture to assis 

He is convinced thu t ~• allace urray is a hostile element ....1nd should be 
removed . Ickes bad seen the President about him . He was not tall 
. mpressed with the interver .. tion of the military i, hich he re'-'arded as 
unwarranted . 

THURSDAY - kay 4 -- 10 : 00 . i . - et v·ith Senator Va 'enburg . The 'enator is still 
of the opinion that the military objection is .ecisive and ht the 
resolutions will not be aQle to be aced upo until the military 
situation has cleared up . The nevly a· w·nted .::ienu.te Committee on 
Post-'ur Planning is con irlering the la er us ects of orl organizations 
after the ar and is not lil(el to discuss etailed subjects . 

11 : 30 1 .M. -- Interviev w"th benator Ltillette . 
. ,ri tain has been behind the ac io of the mili t 
situation li( s in his judgment th:re and in the 
He is uite anti-British as is anderburg . 

He f eels tha Great 
ry . The Key to the 

ate Department . 
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CO~FIDENTIAL 

~iEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 1944 -- 3 : 30 P . vl . 

I •. ent with Isaiah Berlin to the Dri tish l!.mbassy toget er .vi.th i. r . Lourie . 
Ber lin has j st returned from Lond n wl ere ne nad seen heizmann . ad nud ca vansed 

• the whole sit ation . It is clear tnat a decisio nas been entatively re ched. 
dtanley has stated as much . The .dri t ish Golonia l uffice is fc:,.r rier1dlier t ar 
it was . They are waiting for the pr oper time . Agitution here is not li-<:ely to 
alter that decision one way or c.nother . It was Lot clea.r from vm· t Berlin s:.a ed 
whether t e decision is linked u~ with rtition or not . It miJht well be . Te 
r ealization is gaining ground in En6land thut t. e Uhi te .r'aper t>olicy cm not 10ld 
.. nd tha.t a new r'olicy based on a new poli ticul formula is Culled for . The ew 
policy will pr obably be · posed rather than negotiated . 

TUE0DAY AND ,vED ESDAY, h AY ~3 md._24, 1944 

Conference of Community Contacts Chairmen held at Statler I otel. 
iashington D .C. An excellent meeting . Good spirit . On the mornini:; of the 
second day the delegates contacted their congressmen and sen tors . The 
Confer ence closed "i th a. testimonial ban uet iven to Dr . Lowdermilk which vas 
a 6ala event, both delightful and im ressive . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

• MONDAY, June 12, 1944 - Senator Taft called Long Distance from Washington to 

• 

• 

say that Senator Bridges and he had been requested to submit a letter 
to the State Department or the President on the rights of the United 
States in Palestine. They had been requested to do it by the Bergson 
group. He asked me what he should do about it. I asked him to send 
the letter on to me, which he did, and on June 15, I sent him the 
following reply: 

"Thank you f or your kind letter and f or the inquiry which 
ou have addressed to me. There are t wo reasons whi.ch suggest 

themselves to me why the draft of the letter which was submitted to 
you should not be sent. 

"The first has to do with the people who, you indicated, are 
back of the project to send this letter, am who will exploit the fact 
that their letter was sent as proof of their politic~l effectiveness in 
ashingtan 8.Jld, by contrast, the ineffectiveness of the official Zionist 

bodies which have so far failed to get any action on the Palestine 
Resolutions in Congress. This small Bergson group which recently 
opened the fake 'Hebrew Embassy' in Washington, and is now launching 
a rival organization to the constituted Zionist bodies in this courtry, 
has been repudiated by all sections of American Jewish public opinion. 
They represent nobody in this comtry, and in Palestine, a small 
terrorist group which has been outlawed and which the official Zionist 
bodies in Palestine have condemned. This small group which has created 
one f ront organization after another and ·,hich keeps itself alive by 
sensational full page ads in the publ ic press should not in any way be 
encouraged. 

"The second and more important reason is that a statement such 
as is being suggested, covering the rights of th0 United States in 
Palestine tmder the terms of the andate, was presented to our Government 
a few years ago. This detailed s tatement, properly documented, I bad 
read into the record of the Hearings on our Resolutions before the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs last February, and it is now published 
on pages 47-64. The mly response which this representation elicited from 
Secretary Hull at that time was that the United St~tes would do its best 
to protect the rights of American nationals in Palestine, and e uality 
of treatment for them with all other foreign nationals. I am afraid 
that another representation along the same lines at this time will 
elicit from the t ute Department another negative statement similar 
to or worse than that issued in 1958. Obviously the effect of such 
a statement would be very bad and would in a large measure nullify 
the assurance cmtained in the President's statement to Dr. Wise 
and myself on March 9. 

"The cause of the Jewish National Home, in which you and 
Senator Bridges are so vitally interested, can best be served at this 
time by a strong pro-Palestine plank in the Republican Party Platform 
and by action of Congress on the Palestine Resolution. The feeling 
among our group is that the Resolution should be brought up for 
action some time in August or early September when it is hoped the 
military situation will be considerably and favorably advanced. 

"With all good wishes, I remain 

AHS:BK "Most cordially yours, " 
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June 12, 1944 -2-

"P.S. Under separate cover I am sending you the statment on the 
•Rights of the United States to Participate in any Disposition 
of Palestine• to which I refer above; also the account which 
appeared in the 'New York Times' of the representct.tion made to 
Secretary Hull." 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

I called on Senator Taft at his office in Washington on Wednesday, 
April 26, at which time I raised the subject of the introduction of the Palestine 
plank in the Republican Platform. Senator Ta£t seemed agreeable to the idea 
and stated that in all likelihood, he would have much to do with the drafting 
of the Platform. 

• At that time Senator Taft suggested that I see Mr. Dewey am elicit his 
opinion. On Tuesday, May 2, I saw Attorney General Nathaniel L. Goldstein 
of New York, and to1d him of the conversation which I had with Senator Taft, 
and the advisability of eliciting an opinion from Mr. Dewey. Mr. Goldstein was 
very friendly to the idea and said that he ould arrange a meeting between Mr. 
Dewey and myself. On May 5, I wrote to Senator Taft and told him of my meeting 
with Attorney General Goldstein and of the contemplated contact with Mr. Dewey. 
On May 19 I received a letter from Senator Taft stating that he is drafting the 
Palestine plank and that I would have an opportunity of seeing a copy of it 
before he went to Chicago. The thought was that the Sena tor's plank would 
follow closely the Resolution which he introduced in the Senate. He suggested, 
furthermore, that we do not agitate publicly for it. 

On June l, in company of Attorney General Nathaniel Goldstein, I met 
Governor Dewey at Hotel Roosevelt in New York. I told him of our hope that a 
Palestine plank would be included in the Republican Platform and I showed him 
the Resolution which had been introduced in Congress. Governor Dewey read it 
very carefully and said: "I agree mqst heartil.y." He said he would talk 
to Senator Taft about it in a few days when he planned to see him. On June 2 
I wrote to Senator Taft and told him of them eting which I had with Governor 
Dewey in New York. 

In order to indicate to the Senator more definitely the kind of a plank 
we would prefer, I had Mr. Herman Shulman draft a plank which I sent on to the 
Senator on June 9. (See Exhibit A) 

In the meantime, Attorney General Goldstein suggested that we publish 
an attractive folder <m Palestine to be distributed among the delegates and 
members of the Resolutions Committee who would attend the Republican Convention. 
He requested that a statement of his on Palestine be included,among others, 
feeling that that would give the endorsement of an important Republican leader 
to the cause. This booklet was published and distributed. (See Exhibit B) 

On June 16, Mr. Harrison E. Spangler, Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee, telephoned me from Chicago and invited me to deliver the 
invocation at the session of the Republican Convention on Tuesday, June 27. 
I accepted. The invitation was coofirmed in a telegram and letter on June 20. 
The Resolutions Committee of the Republican Convention met in Chicago beginning 
Wednesday, June 21. I arrived in Chicago that morning, together with the staff' 
from our office including Mr. Manson, Mr. Leo Sack, Ur. Elihu Stone. We 
stopped at the Shoreland Hotel, a considerable distance away from the 
head uarters of the Convention which were at the Stevens Hotel downtown. Our 
purpose was first not to give the impression of a lobby and secondly not to 
announce our presence in such a way as to arouse any possible opposition on the 
part of anti-Zionist forces in the country who might have bombarded the 
Resolutions Committee with telegrams, etc. urging it not to adopt any Palestine 

plank. I remained in Chicago for the 21 and 22, going to Cincinnati to attend 
the sessions of the Central Conference or Alnerioan Rabbis over the week-end and 
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returned to Chicago Monday morning, June 26 and remained until after the Platform 
was announced and approved by the Convention. 

On the 21st and 22nd, I saw Senator Taft who gave us the names of the 
members of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and of the Drafting Committee who 
might be contacted. I spoke with Attorney General Goldstein long distance to 
Albany (the Attorney GeneYal did not arrive until Suniay morning) suggesting 
that it would be advisable for Governor Dewey to telephone to his campaign manager 
in Chicago, Mr. Brownell, and through him to his other representatives that the 
Palestine plank must be inserted in the Platform. I called upon Mr. Brownell, 
and at th t very time the Governor called him up and spoke to him about our 
plank. Mr. Brownell indicated that there would be no difficulties at all. I 
also saw Mrs. Anna McCormack Simms, a 184(ier of the Dewey forces in the Mid-west. 
Mr. Manson, Mr. Sack and Mr. Stone interviewed 4uite a number of other leaders 
including Miss .Mary Donlon, Senator Austin of Vermont, William L. Hutc~on 
of Indiana, Representative Joseph W. Martin of Mass. who was the permanent 
chairman of the Convention, Mr. McCaffer of New York, Senator Danaher of 
Conn. and quite a number of others. 

hen I left at midnight on Thursday, June 22, the situation was well 
in hand. But it had completely changed when I llllli returned to Chicago on June 26. 
Opposition to our plank had developed. Numerous changes in the plank were suggested. 
The original authors of these suggestions were not always revealed to us. It 
may well be -that some anti-Zionists had made their opposition known to Mr. 
Goldstein. It may also be that opposition developed among the members of the 
Drafting Committee. But by Monday morning, our representatives in Chicago 
received two substitute drafts which the Committee was prepared to act upon, 
one prepared by Miss Mary Donlon (Exhibit C) which was completely negative am 
worthless. The other one was given by Senator Taft to l\,lr. Leo Sack (Exhibit D) 
which omitted reference to "Commonwealth." 

Upon my being informed or the situation, I called Attorney General Goldstein 
and told him that these substitute planks were untirely unsatisfactory, that 
they would insure the defeat of the Palestine Resolutions perrling in Congress 
because if the Republican Party was not prepared to refer to "Commonwealth" 
in a Party Platform which is, after all, not legislation, its representatives 
in Congress would certainly not feel inclined to vote far a "Commonwealth" 
in a Congressio~Lresolution. I told him that rather than have that kind or 
a negative resolution I would prefer none at all, and that if a revised 
resolution such as was presented is insisted upon, I should have to leave the 
Convention and not participate in the Tuesday evening program. The Attorney 
General said he would re-canvass the situation am let me know. At the same 
time I got in touch with Senator Taft and expressed my misgivings. I told him 
that I would send down to him a revised draft of the resolution ·mich I thought 
would meet the situation, although preferring the original draft which I 
subnitted to him on June 9. My revised draft (Exhibit E) and the accompanying 
letter (Exhibit F) are appended herewith. 

At 10:15 that morning, I telephoned Dr. Wise in New York, read to him 
Senator Taft's draft which eliminated the "Jewish Commonwealth" and asked him 
whether failing to obtain the inclusion of "Commonwealth" in the draft we should 
accept Taft's draft, or reject it and have no plank at all. It was Dr. Wise's 
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thought that the Taft Resolution, while it does not go as far as we should like, 
should not be turned down if we cannot get the "Commonwealth" resolution . 

At 12:50 Monday noon, Mr. Dulles, who is political adviser to Mr. Dewey, 
telephoned me, evidently at the suggestion of Mr. Goldstein, to discuss with 
me the proposed revised resolution. He read it to me over the telephone, and 
what he read was another revision of the Taft resolution eliminating "unrestricted 
immigration" arxl substituting the word "constitute" for "reconstitute." He 
argued that no nation had unrestricted immigration and that if the Jews had 
a state of their own they would not accept such a principle. To meet his 
suggestion, I suggestion that the sentence should read "in order to give refuge 
to millions of Jewish men, women and children" (instead of men, women and 
children) ••.• "we call for the opening of Palestine to their unrestricted 
immigration" (inst ad of to unrestricted immigration.) He also announced for 
the first time the intention of the Resolutions Committee to irelude in the 
resolution a condemnation of the President because of his failure to insist that 
the mandatory of Palestine should carry out the provisions of the Balfour 
Declaration in its Mandate while he pretends to support them. I urged Mr. Dulles 
not to inclw.e that sentence as it was unnecessary and provocative. His reply 
was that that was not the concern of us, but of the Republican Party. This 
was not a resolution which the Zionists were adopting, but which the Republican 
Party was adopting and that it was their right to express themselves on the 
wealmesses of the present Administration if they so wished. 

The draft of the resolution as sul::mitted by Mr. Dulles over the telephone 
Monday morning is appended here as Exhibit G • 

This was the situation as of onday evening. The Resolutions Co~.mittee 
and the Drafting Committee met to the early hours of Tuesday morning. Towards 
the close of its long deliberations on the Platform, the Palestine plank came 
up for discussion and here strenuous opposition developed to the resolution at 
the hands of Senator Danaher of Conn. who was opposed t o the "commonwealth" 
clause and also to our telling Great Britain what to do in a matter which 
really did not concern us. Senator Danaher was a problem to us in Washington. 
As a result or his objections, our plank w~s tabled, and as of Tuesday morning 
th ~re was no resolution on Palestine to be included in the Platform. (This 
information was conveyed to us early Tuesday morning by Attorney General 
Goldstein.) 

On Tuesday morning, the entire Resolutions Committ~e reconvened at 
ten o'cbck. I got in touch with Mr. Brownell and a~prised him of the situation. 
He said th&t he would get in touch immediately with their supporters on the 
Resolutions Committee. We telephoned about extensively to members of the 
Resolutions Committee whom we believed to be our friends. The situation 
lined itself up as follows' e could have a resolution such as was shown to 
us by Senator Taft passed, but this would exclude any reference to "commonwealth" 
and wmld endanger our position in Congress; or we could ask that no resolution 
at all on Palestine be introduced. In spite of the opposition hich had 

developed, I felt that our position in the gene al political pictut'e was 
strong, that the Republican Party leaders kne •• that it was worthwhile 
to consider the desires of the Jewish citizens of America. I therefore took 
the chance and the responsibility to notify Senator Taft that unless the 
term "commonwealth" were included in the resolution, I preferred that no 
resolution at all be adopted. I dictated aletter to him which I sent down 
with r. Leo Sack around 10:50 Tuesday morning. It is herewith appemed as 
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Exhibit H. 

At noon, I went down to the Hotel Stevens where the Resolutions Committee 
was in session. Shortly after I arrived, the Resolutions Committee adjourned 
its meeting. We were then apprised that our resolution came up for discussion, 
that Senator Danaher had opposed it, that Alfred Landon of Kansas, Miss Mary 
Donlon, Mr. McCaffer of New York and others spoke enthusiastically for it 
and that the Resolutions Committee approved of it and authorized the Drafting 
Committee to make the final revisions which would meet sane of the objections 
raised. 

At three o'clock, Senator Taft gave us the final draft of the resolution 
which is appended as Exhibit I • 
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WIBIT "A" 

Draft of plank by Mr. Herman Shulman submitted to 
Senator Taft • 

In this most tragic hour for the Jewish people of Europe, 

of whom millions of innocent men, women and children have been 

brutally massacred by the Nazis, we favor the taking of immediate 

and effective measures to rescue those who still survive, and in 

accordance with the traditional American policy we call for the 

opening of the doors of Palestine to the free entry of Jews 

into that country and for the granting to them of full opportunity 

for colonization and settlement so that Palestine may be reconstituted. 

as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth, in which all its 

inhabitants shall enjoy religious, cultural and civic equality, 

and in which the holy places, a heritage to mankind, will be 

fully safeguarded • 
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EXHIBIT "C" 

Substitute draft prepared by iss Mary Donlon 

In der to give refuge to millions of Jewish 

people driven from their homes by tyranny, we call for the 

opening of the doors of Palestine to the entry of Jews 

into that country and for the granting to them of 

opportunity for colonization and settlement . 
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EXHIBrr "D" 

Revised Draft By Senator Robert A. Taft - 6iven to 
tr. Leo 'ack on June 25, 1944 

PALESTINE 

In order to give refuge to millions of distressed men, 

women and children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call 

for the ~ening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immi ~ration 

and lan:i own rship and the establishment in Palestine of a 

national home for the Jewish people, all in accord with the full 

intent and purpose of the Bal.four Declaration of 1917 and the 

resolution of Congress adopted in 1922. We call on the 

President to insist that the mandatory of Palestine carry out the 

provisions of the Balfour Declaration con andate • 
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EXHIBIT "E" 

Dr. Silver's revised draft to 'enator Taft 
Submitted onday morning, JW1e 26 

In order to give refuge to millions of distressed men, 

women and children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call for 

the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and 

land ownership, so that the Jewish people may, in accordance 

with the full intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration 

of 1917 and the resolution of Congress adopted in 1922, 

reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic common ealth. 

·e call on the President to insist that the mandatory of 

Palestine carry out the provisions of the Balfour Declaration 

and of the and.ate . 
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EXHIBIT "F" 

Letter sent b Dr. Silver to Senator Taft enclosing 
revised draft. 

Hon. Robert A. Taft 
Stevens Hotel 
Chicago, Ill. 

!y dear Senator Taft: 

June 26, 1944 

I am enclosing here ith the revised draft hich 
I think eets the objections ich ve been raised, and 
at the same time does not do harm to the chances of the 
resolutions still pending in Congress. I am followi 
closel the draft hich you g veto r. Sack 1st ni ht. 

I am still of the opinion that t e ori inal dr ft 
hich I sent you some time go is the one hie most 

ade~uately meets the situation and will o e the re test 
satisfaction among our eople. Ho ever, us your own good 
judgment ~a to which of the two should be opted. 

I am rofoundl grateful to ou for your continued 
nd loyal interest in this great cause. 

ABS.BP 
Encs . 

,ost cordi lly yours , 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
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EXHIBIT "G" 

Draft of Resolution submitted by Mr. Dulles to Dr. Silver 
at 12:45 P.M. - June 26. 

In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish 

men, women and children driven from their homes bJ tyranny, we call 

for the opening of Palestine to their unrestricted immi ation and 

land ownership, so that the Jewish people may, in accordance with the 

full intent and purpose of the Balfour Declar~tion of 1917 and the 

resolution of the (Republican) Congress ado ted in 1922, constitute 

Palestine as a free and democratic commonwe 1th. ie dondemn the 

failure of the President to insist th~t the mandatory of Palestine 

car out the provisions of the Balfour Declaration and of the 

Mandate while he pretends to support them • 
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EXHIBIT "H" 

Letter sent by Dr. Silver to Senator Taft on June 27 . 

Hon. Robert A. Taft 
Stevens Hotel 
Chicago, Ill. 

My dear Senato;- Taft: 

June 27, 1944 

I have been informed that there h· s developed in the drafting 
committee certain op. osition to the inclusion of the term commonwealth. 

I think it will be a serious mistake to drop the term, inasmuch 
as it ould .r~ctically make the resolution valueless. It would also serve 
notice that the Republican Party has offici lly declared itself against the 
resolution vhich you introduced in the benate and bich is now ending, 
which resolution embodies the true aspirations of the Je ish people and the 
only practical solution for the salvation of several mil ion of our oppressed 
people and for the age-old tragedy of Jewish n tional homelessness. The 
revised plank, therefore, far from being elcome endorse ,ent of Je ish 
as irations would, indeed, be a whittlin down and a repudiation • 

I do not believe thut the objection of one or two people 
ought to be sufficient to force a revision of e plank to which Governor 
Dewey and many of the foremost leaders of t he Party have given their 
unqualified a proval. If it is sufficient, then I would like to re4uest 
th~t no plank on P~lestine whatsoever be included in the platform. 
Against the present political background here nd abroad, a plank hich 
calls for less than a commonwealth is a defeat. 

The n.erican Jewish Conference, meeting last eptember in 
New York and representing organized erican Jewry, voted almost 
unanimously for a Jewish commonwealth. 

S:BP 

I send you my warmest greetings. 

ost cordi lly yours, 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

P.S. You may re ch me t t e above address (Plaza 1000) all morning. 

A.H.S • 
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EXHIBIT "I" 

Final draft of Palestine Resolution ·mich was included in 
the Republican Platform. 

In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, women 

and children driven from their homes b j- tyranny, we call for the opening 

of Palestine to their unrestricted immigration and land ownership, so that in 

accordance with the full intent and purpose of t he Balfour Declaration of 

1917 and the Resolution of a Republican Congress in 1922, Palestine may be 

constituted as a free and democratic Commonwealth. We condemn the f ailure 

of t he President to insist that the maniatory of Palestine carry out the 
of 

provision of the Balfour Declaration andTthe Mandate while he pretends to 

support them • 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MONDAY - July 10, 1944 

At the meeting of the Executive of the Zionist Emergency Council, I 
made a full report of the adoption of the Palestine plank in the Republican 
Platform. I presented a resolution to be adopted by the Executive hailing with 
satisfaction the section of the plank which put the Republican Party behind our 
cause. Consideralµe 0pposition developed on the part of Goldstein, Levinthal, 
and from the Hadassah, Mrs~ Halprin and Mrs. Epstein. They felt that we should 
specifically dissociate fronr that pa.rt of the plank which criticized the 
President. Behind some of t heir reasoning one could detect the feeling that 
the Republicans may have made some friends among the Jews because of this plank. 
Most of the leaders of our Movements re in one way or another entangled in the 
Democratic machine. But by a vote of 6-4 the recommended resolution was passed. 

I understand that Goldstein and others met in the offices of the 
Jewish Agency where all sorts of proposals were made to counteract the effect 
of the resolution which was adopted. They finally agreed to ask me to call 
a special meeting of the full Council. On Tuesday morning, I received a 
telegram from Israel Goldstein, attached herewith to which I replied with a 
letter, also attached herewith. 

Upon my return to Cleveland, ednesday morning, I received a te.J.egram 
from Goldstein calling for a special meeting of the Executive of the ZOA, 
evidently to consider what action the ZOA should take. I phoned Judge Rothenberg, and 
Herman Shulman, and Irving Miller telephoned me. I advised against any ime~~dent 
action in the ZOA which could only be interpreted as a repudiation of the Emergency 
Council's action and which would also re-introduce the practice of the constituent 
agencies of the ~rgency Council going off on their own in political action, 
thus undermining the very purpose for which the Emergency Council exists. 

I was informed by Rabbi Miller that at the meeting of the Executive of 
the ZOA, a motion to issue a special statement was decisively voted down. Those 
who spoke for issuing such a statement were Levinthal, Szold am Boukstein. 
Rothenberg, Shulman, Fishman, Rabbi Greenfeld and many others voted against it . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

THE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION 

Wise and Shulman arrived in Chicago, Friday morning, July 14. On 
Saturday morning, I returned the call of Dr. Wise who tried to reach me on 
Friday evening. I spoke to him and Shulman and anson. 

Upon his arrival in Chicago, Wise went to McCormack and asked for 
permission to appear at the public hearings before the Platform Committee. 
Permission was granted. Our people were later infonned that following ~ise's 
request, permission was also granted to Rabbi La.zaron to appear. I told them 
all that was highly undesirable. Later in the morning, I drafted a memorandum 
which I telephoned in to Chicago for Wise and Shulman. (Copy attached herewith) 
Manson read the memorandum to Dr. Wise. Dr. Wise did not agree with my position. 
He felt that his appearance before the Committee was sufficiently important to 
over-ride all my objections. 

MONDAY, JULY 17, 1944 - Noon 

Mr. Manson telephoned and reported that on the surface everything looked 
all right. They had seen the members of the sub-committee. They had notseen 
Mr. Hannegan nor the draft of the platform which had been expected from Washington. 
They were afraid of a postcard platform which would be bad for us. The New York 
Times had carried the news that Judge Rosenman had made the original draft of the 
Platform which was~later reduced and revised by others. 

I was inforilled that Rabbi Binstock would offer the invocation. Wise 
informed me that he had refused. Manson now reports that Wise is sorry that he 
had refused. Manson reports conversations with Wise in which Wise was considering 
what they would do in case no Palestine plank .is included. He is probably looking 
for an alibi and for a way of defaming the Democratic Party. Judge Fisher of 
Chicago, a Democratic machine politician, in a conversation with Vise, already 
defamed the Democratic Party's possible failure to include a Palestine plank 
and expressed deep regret that the Republican Party had included such a plank. 
Wise agreed with him. 

Dr. Goldstein is in Chicago, having been invited by Dr. Wise to join him 
(without consulting me) . 
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MEMO TO DR, ~ISE SATURDAY, July 15, 1944 

It would be a great blunder to have a debate on the Palestine plank 
before the Resolutions Committee. 

1) Public attention will certainly be drawn to it by the press. 
It will dramatize the sharp division among the Jews of America on the subject 
of Palestine. It will give the minority an important sourrling board which it 
craves. 

2) As a result of press re~orts our op osition throughout the cwntry 
may be stirred into action and will flood cCormick and his co ttee with 
telegrams against the resolution. 

5) In order to satisfy the opposition and to satisfy ev~ryone the 
resolutions committee will be inclined to pass a whittled down and washed out 
Palestine plank which ould be acceptable t o Americ..n Jewish Committee and to 
the American Council for Ju:iaism, the kind of a plank which,from hat has been 
reported, is in the mind of Mr. Rosenman. 

4) It was a mistake to have asked for a hearing before t he committee. 
It is not too late to 1ithdraw the request especi Uy if Lazaron's re~uest 
as based on the assumption that our side ould have a hearing before the 

committee • 

5) cCormick should be seen at once, t e situation explained to him, 
and he should be urged to advise Rabbi Lazaron at once that inasmuch as the 
Zionists will not be heard by his committee, there is no occasion for the 
anti-Zionists to be heard. This should also be explained t o the Baltimore 
representative who presented Lazaron's request. 

Lazaron has probably not yet left Baltimore and if ·a telegram is sent 
to him today he will probably not come on. 

What Dr. Wise has told me about t e constituency of the committee, is 
very favorable to us. You can work with the members individually as I am 
sure you have done. A public appearance is the last thing we want, nor do I 
believe vill the Resolutions Committee be happy ov-r the spectacle or a sharp 
class or opinion among the Jews overt s issue at a public hearing. It will 
only embarrass them. 

If the Palestine plank is not included followin your appearance it 
will be a public repudiation of our representatives . 
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MONDAY, JULY 17 -- 11:50 P.M. 

Manson telephoned from Chicago to report on the Public Hearings. Lazaron 
did not show up. Wise, Israel Goldstein and Herman Shulman spoke. Judge Levinthal 
was present. The gist of all their remarks was that the Republicans had included 
a platform which had made a great appeal to the Jews of America and that as good 
Democrats they pleaded with the Democratic Convention to inclooe a similar if 
not a better Palestine plank in the Democratic Platform. Wise indulged in an 
anti-Republican tirade, said that the Democratic Party had performed nobly in the 
past but that it needed now the romise of backing a Jewish Commonwealth in order 
to counteract the Republican Platform. This was in reply to a question by 
Senator Hatch. Goldstein spoke as a Democrat and warned of the effectiveness 
of the Republican plank among the Jews of America. He quoted Cleveland from 
which he had just come. 

The draft of the Platform sent by Washington was not yet available. 
Hannegan, Chairman of the Democratic National Committee was avoiding our 
delegation. 

TUESDAY, JULY 18 - MIDNIGHT 

I telephoned !anson in Chicago and got the following report,: 

As of the hour there has been no change 1n 'the picture. They have been 
unable to reach either Hannegan or Rosenman or Niles or ~-{agner. From Marton 
Agronsky they learned that the statement on Palestine will be in the most general 
terms. 

Congressman Caller had appeared before the Resolutions Committee with a 
Palestine plank of his own asking for unrestricted immigration and the fulfillment 
of the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate, and /ise later on persuaded him to 
withdraw his plank. 

Wise and Shulman had decided to telephone me in the morning in order to 
ask my opinion on what they should do if a "Rosenman" washed-out plank is offered 
whether they should accept it or not. The idea, of course, is to involve me in 
their failure and to unload the responsibility for a decision on me. 

Wise, Goldstein and others have been making the rounds of the delegates 
warning them that Silver will stump for Dewey and that he is mt to destroy 
the Democratic Party, that he intends to use Zionism to attack the Democratic 
Party. All these arguments are being used to persuade the Democratic Party 
to put in an ade uate Palestine plank. The gentlemen seem to be afraid of 
failure. They are "shivering in their boots," "mad with mvy" at the fact that 
I succeeded in getting a plank in the Republican Platform and terribly worried 
about their prestige . 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, JULY 19 - 9:00 A.M. 

As I had expected, Mr. Herman Shulman telephoned me from Chicago recounting 
what I already knew. He stated that neither Hannegan, Rosenman, Niles or Jonathan 
Daniels would see any of them, that they had finally written a letter to them 
requesting in strongest terms, a meeting. He then confronted me with the problem 
of what they should do in case a short platform is adopted arrl Palestine referred 
to only in the most general terms. They wanted my judgment. I told him as 
follows: 

The last time I talked to you was Saturday. It is now Wednesday. So 
much has happened that it would be folly for me to attempt to advise you. 
I advised you and Wise on Saturday not to make a public appearance before the 
Resolutions Committee. You ignored my advice. You must now see it through in 
your own way and I hope that you will succeed. 

I also told him that a newspaper man had telephoned me from ~ashington 
asking me whether I would stump for Dewey and thut the Zionist leaders were 
circulating the information among the delegates that I am out to attack the 
Democratic Party and the President. You know, of course, that 'Wllike Dr. Wise, 
I have never stumped for any presidential candicate. This irresponsible use of 
my name is unwarranted and dangerous if I am to continue to work for Zionism 
in Washington. Please pass the word down that my name is not to be used • 

Mr. Shulman said that Dr. Wise had said that if there is no adequate 
Palestine plank he would remain silent in the campaign. I told him that silence 
is not enough. If he means to accomplish anything fie should' serve notice that 
he will denounce the Party for failure to include a proper Palestine plank. 

3:00 P.M. - July 19, 1944 

Mr. Manson called, and in the course of conversation Mr. Shulman also 
appeared. The situation hasn't changed. The question is th~t the Platform 
will be as it was written in Washington. The hearings before the Resolutions 
Committee will be almost entirely wirrlow-dressing. Wise is to see Flynn and 
the N.Y. delegation an:l also Mr. Hannegan this afternoon. The general feeling 
of our men in Chicago is th.,.t if the Rosenman plank is included they will do their 
utmost to have no plank at all. I told them to try to see Byrne and Senator Truman 
and to concentrate on one man who will spe&k up for us when the Resolutions Committee 
final~ comes to draft the Platform. I also told Shulman to tell the En not to 
be discouraged. The situ~tion is far from hopeless. I suggested that Wise 
take a very aggressive position with the key-men at the Convention . 
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JULY 19, 1944 - 12 o'clock Midnight 

Mr. Manson telephoned. He reported that Ir. McCormick had told Dr. 
Wise thut the Resolutions Committee had adopted a plank on Palestine which 
calls for unrestricted immigration and for a policy which will make it pos1ible 
for the Jewish people to build a free and democratic commonwealth. Mr. Manson 
was not sure whether that action was fin~l or whether it was subject to the 
a proval of higher-ups. He would let me know. 

JULY 20, 1944 - 11:30 A.M. 

Mr. Herman Shulman phoned from Chicago. He thought that there is a 
serious possibility that the term "Jewish people" would be eliminated from 
the resolution so that it would read: 

"We f avor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigr· tion 
and colonization and for such a policy which would result in the establishment 
of a free and democratic commonwealth." 

They are in the dark as to what will be the final upshot. Shulman, Wise, 
Goldstein, Levinthal, Manson are of the opinion that t he resolution even if 
it omits "Jewish people" and "canmonwealth" should be accepted rather than 
ask.fur the complete omission of a Palestine plank. I told him that naturally 
I would have to go along with th m. I asked him whether it was still possible 
to include reference to the Balfour Declaration and the andt.te. Shulman 
thought that it was too late. I told him th~t I was afraid that our Jewish 
enemies would make capital of such a resolution. He felt that the references 
to Palestine in both political party planks would help us in our future 
negotiations. 

JULY 20, 1944 - 5:15 P.M. 

Mr. Herman Shulman telephoned and he said that Congressman Cellar had 
seen the official draft of the resolution and that it includes the phrase, 
"Free and democratic commonwealth." If true, this is highly gratifying . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MONDAY, AUGUST 14, 1944 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Emergency Council, ise 
read a letter from Nahum Goldmann in which Goldmann reported conversation hich 
he had with Stettinius in which the latter thought that the meeting with ~ise and 
me could be postponed for a later date and that no announcement about the new 
policy would be forthcoming until after the end of the war. Goldmann 1s visit 
to Stettinius was a deliberate intrusion un er some phoney excuse to horn in on 
the situation. The matter is explained more fully in the letter hich I wrote 
to Mr . Emanuel Neumann and to Dr. ise, attached hereto . 



• 

• 

• 

Dr. Stephen S. Nise 
Camp Willamette 
Lake Placid , New York 

My dear Dr. Vise : 

(COPY) 

u;:,ust 18, 1944 

I received your letter of August 16th but you failed to enclose the 
report of which you spoke. You did enclose a copy of the letter which 
rou addressed to Stettinius. It were better if you had not suggested a 

date so far off as August 29th for the meeting . This would encourage him. 
if he decides to see us at all, to suggest an even later date. In the meantime, 
all the preliminaries necessary to prepare for action on the Resolution in 
Congress are stymied, as well as most of our propaganda work. 

You have probably been informed that I sent in my resignation a few days 
ago . I find it impossible to carry on under existing conditions. Two 
separate agencies doing Zionist political ~ork in th United States in the 
name of organized Zionism is stupid and dangerous . I have called attention to 
the situation time and again. As early as last February Nahum Goldmann injected 
himself in t e prolonged negotiations which vie ~vere carrying on with Judge 
Roserunan touching a meeting with the fresident, and while we were insisting 
on a meeting of an exclusively ~ionist delegation 1ith the President, Nahum 
Goldmann was agreeing with Roserunan to a joint delegation hich would incltrle 
iroskauer, Balustein, Held. und so forth. Te situation proved terribly 
embarrassing and led to considerable unpleasantness but nothin was done 
about the matter . 

hen Goldmann returned from England recentl he immediately rushed to the 
ar Department to discuss the question of a JewishArmy and got in touch 

with Amer·can oil interests and <i'ficials in 0 overnmental de~art ents to 
discuss the delicate oil question -- all on his own without consult·u.: the 
En rt.ency Council, l:lS if these matters v·ere none of our business. 

I appointed a speci&l committee with Judge othenberg as chairman to h ndle 
thir m· tter; t he committee never et . I ag in referred the subject to the 
ro5ram committee , and on ay ~5th I ·rote to Shulr.r n urging im to t<;lke the 

matter up with his comrli"' tee. I am enclosing h re dth a paragraph of the 
letter ,;hich I wrote toShtl.man. Nothing was don . At the nee ting of the 

rogra.m committee last week I a ain urged th t the m--tter be taken up. It was 
again ..)OStponed on the sl;im excuse that the hour was late. 

And then at the meeting on .t-.:onda~ I was confronted v,i th this outr&geous business 
of Goldmann calling on Stettinius on some phone) excuse and upsetting the 
apple-cart. (He pulled a similar excuse in horning in on the discussion· with 

osenman . The many organizations with which he is identified orfer him ample 
op1.;ortunities for acting as a sort of a roving ambassador in iashington for the 
Jews of America , the Je s of Pal stine and world Je ry.) You must have seen the 
shocked expression of ever me at the meeting . The onl one ho tried to 
defend Goldmann was yourself. 
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I am r epared to put u with a lot of things and much aggr avation to 
serve the cause, but it would be the heibht of folly for me to spend m 
time and energies day and day in behalf of the cause and then see carefully 
laid plans frustrated and out-maneuvered b.,r a gentleman V."ho resumes to s e ' k 
in the name of a superseding bod and hose actions are not subj ect to the 
control of the American Zionist Emergency Council ~hich is charged ½ith the 
responsibility to carrJ on the work in the United States. 

This is not an issue betv,een Dr. Goldmann tnd myself and it should not be 
put on t hat plane . This is a matter for the erican Zionist Emergency Council 
to determine whether it has the authority and possesses the competence to carr 
on t he full Zionist politic· 1 pro6 ram in the United Stutes visavis our own 
government and the British Embassy or whether it re uires the intervention 
of another Bureau. 

I had asstn1ed tllli.t the pur ose of the Bure~u of the Agency in this country 
was to look after its Latin American interests and the economic j rojects 
which Dr . i; eizmann in the name of the Agenc had initiated here . 

·ith all good ishes, I remain 

Very cordi·lly ours, 

(Signed) Abba Hillel Silver 

P. S . I received the enclosed telegram this afternoon from the 
Revisionists . \',hat ans er should I give them? 

• 

• 

• 
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COPY 

Mr. Emanuel Neumann 
Commission on Palestine Surveys 
521 Fifth Avenue 
Ne11. York, N.Y. 

My dear Emanue: 

August 16, 1944 

I am sorry that you were unable to attend the meeting of the Emergency 
Council last 1,Lond&y. Irving Miller who was there could tell you the story 
of how Goldmann pulled another one of his shyster tricks, ~ent to Stettinius 
last week on some . hone excuse in anticip tion of our a ointment ith him on 
August 15th, and messed up the situation in the same way he did with Ju:ige 
Rosenma.n, you will recall, some months ago. As a result of his intrusion 7 Mr . otettinius, who promised to see us on August 15th, will not see us until 
perhaps the end of eptember, and no announcement on Palestine will be 
forthcoming until the end of the war. These were the tidings hich Y1ere 
conveyed by Goldmann in a a letter to Dr. Wise . I was kept in ignorance of 
the entire matter until ,/ise pulled out the letter a.t the meeting. I, of course, 
blew up and told them plenty. Everyone was shocked b~ the ac+ion of Goldmann, and 
the only who tried to excuse it was, of course, our friend Stephen, who 
undoubtedly has been in collusion ,ith Goldmann right along . It v s voted to 
have the program committee look into the matter immedia~ly and bring in a 
definite recommendation for the next meetin of the Executive Committee. I have 
been urgin5 ction on this, as u kno •1, for a Jon, time . I kne\·, the situation 
would deteriorate very rapidly, knowing as I do the character and ambitions of 
this political gigolo, and the im ossibility under any circumstances of carrying 
on a consistent political activity in ashin0 ton through two competing agencies. 
I wrote to hulman as far back as 1 ay ~5th about this matter . Prior to that I 
appointed a special committee to handle the matter, rhich never met . I also 
wrote to Dr. Weizmann about it some months ago, but of course he passed the 
buck back to us here, undoubtedly guided by Weisgal and Gold~ann. At the last 
meeting of the program committee, when this matter should have been brought up, 
it was again postponed on the slim excuse that the hour as late and that Goldmann 
had to leave. 

Under the circumstances I see no other wa· out of it for me than to send in 
my resignation, which I did this morning . I am prepared to put up ith a lot of 
things and much aggravation to serve the cause, but it would be the height of 
folly for me to send my time und energies day after day and to seem· work 
periodic;...lly frustrated and conspiratorially out-maneuvered b · a £:,entleman who 
presumes to s 1;,eak in the anme of a superseding body arrl whose actions are 
subject to no control by the American Zionist Emergency Council 1hich is 
burdened ~ith the res onsibility of carrying on the work in the United States . 

I am sorry that I must do it at this time and m the eve of momentous events. 
I should have liked to remain on with the Emertency Council unti our new status 
in Palestine is defined and to help direct the Council toward maximum effectiveness 
in bringing about a satisfactor solution for Palestine; but it is impossible to 
work under the present conditions, no• &o I feel justified in assuming the 
responsibilities of leadership when the authority which should go along th 
such responsibility does not exist. 
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It is bad enough to have to put up with the manipulations and the 
hysterical prestige-complex of vrise. You iill recall that astounding 
incident with the President when without consultation with me or with the 
Council he brought about a postponement of the critical interview with 
the President for more than two weeks because had to be on the Pacific 
Coast and could not tolerate the idea of anyone seeing the President in 
his place. You will recall how hard he tried recently to force through 
a permanent political committee in an effort t , curb and control my 
activities. I say it is bad enough to have to put u with one major 
source of aggravation and interference. With two it is utterly impossible. 

I send you my best wishes. 

Ver: cordially yours, 

(Si ned) Abba Hil lel Silver 

• 

• 

• 
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WEDNESDAY - AUGUST 16, 1944 

I sent the following resignation: 

"Mr. Arthur Lourie, Secretary 
American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

My dear Mr. Lourie: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Please present to the next meeting of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council my resignation as its co-chairman nd as chairman of its 
Executive Committee. I need not here elaborate on t he reasons which 
force me to take this step. I point ed them out as forcibly as I could 
at t he last meeting of our Executive Committee. 

I regret t hat I will not be able to at ~errl the meeting of the 
Executive Committee on August 28th . 

Ver y cordially yours, 

(Signed) Abba Hillel Silver" 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AUGUST 22, 1944 

A meeting of the Program Committee, to which my resignation was 
referred held . As a result of the meeting , which I did not attend but which 
Goldmann attended, and a.t which Neumann, Lipsky, Shulman 11 ertheim, Halpern and 

Gellman spoke for the position which I took, some more affirmatively 
than others, vise being restrained in his criticism, Goldmann and Weisgal vehement 
and Rothenberg strangely e4uivocal, the following recommendations were adopted : 

"It has been agreed by the .Program Committee that all the a ~roaches 
to the American Government or its officials on matters related to the program 
of political activities of the Errergency Council shall be undertaken by representatives 
of the Movement only with the approval of the Executive Committee of the Council 
or of such sub-committee as may be designated by it. 

"It is suggested that the co-chairmen of the Council alone or with 
additional persons designated by them confer 'Ni.th Dr. Goldmann with a view to 
the procedural implementation of these decisions. 

"In view of the action taken the Committee expresses the hope that 
Dr. Silver will withdraw the resignation he has tendered which should not be 
made a matter of record." 

On ednesday, August 23, Neumann read me recommendations and I told him 
the third paragraph nullified the first, and that the resolutions as they stand 
are not acceptable. He said that he would revise them and let me hear from 
them. 

A further meeting of the Program Committee was held on August 24 at 
which the following resolution was adopted : 

"The .Program Committee reco1mends to the Executive Committee of 
the Ameri_an Zionist Emergency Council for favorable action t e following: 

"1. All approaches to t he American Goverrun nt or its offici~ls 
on matters related to the program of political activities of the Amer-ican 
Zionist Emergency Council shall be undertaken by representatives of the 
Moveillent only with t he rior a ~roval of the Executive Committee of the Council. 

11 2. Dr. Goldmann, as a member of the Executive of the Jewisr Agency 
has assented to this view and has agreed to act in conformity therewith and 
in fullest cooper-cition with the Emergency Council and its co-chairmen. 

11 5. It is agreed thut tne co-chairmen of the Emergency Couhcil, and 
Dr. Goldmann confer between meetings of tl1e Executive Committee of the Council 
with the view to carr ing out the purposes of this understanding and acl-iieving 
the fullest measure of cooperation between the represe11t ..... tive of the Jewish 
1-1.gency in t ''le United States b.nd the Emergency Council." 
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This resolution was presented to a meetins of the Executive of the ~ionist 
E1 ergency Council on August 28th, (See flinutes), ·hich adopted the follovling 
resol:.ition: 

"The following motion was adopted b the affirm· tive vote of 11 the 
member s pr esent at the meeting vvi th the exce,t->tion _Jf I\1r . eumu.nn iho Nished 
to be recorded as not voting: 

"The Exec tive Committee finds it impossible to accept the reslgrn;1.tion 
terrlered by· Dr. ilver as its chairman and earnestly re uests him to ~i thdraw 
said resignation ·which should not be r..1.ade a. , c1.tte :' rec 1 ,l. 

"In viev; Jf ' ,e ~dtw.i.tior. ,hich lts arisen the Execu ive Commlttee 
ex resses its a_? roval of the rincipl,. er bodied in rat,raph one of the 
resolution drafted b~ the Pro...,ram Co umittee 1 1ict re&ds ts follo·.rn : 1 All 
a_t)proc:.,cbes to the American Goverru cmt or its officials on uc..tters rel til 
to the 

4 
rogram of politicu.l activiues of the American Zionist Emergercy 

Council shall be undertaKen b., re,.Jresentati'\,es of the \oveuen o l y "ith h e 
rior L-pprovi:il of the Executive Committee of the Council .' 

"It urges Dr. Silver to c nfer ·iith a sub-co . ittee of the 'xecu ive 
Committee to discuss ho I this Jrinci le can bes be ut ir.to e+--fect in or er t c ins re 
the maximum • .ount of coord • ation ir. the olitict 1 ·,ork . 11 

. 
I notified the Co1..mi ttee th t the resolutio s ; ·er nhcce ~Jtable t ough b. 

statement ihich v,as read by ... abbi Feuer from m office to Mr . hulmr O ug st 50 . 

On u ust 1 another r.reeting of the Execut • ve of the Emergency Council 
,&s held at ,•.ich it was decided to ostpone the n .... t er for fin· 1 action to a 
full meeting of tle enum of the Americun Zionist Emer;ge er Council on 
'e tember 14. In t ie meanti 1e I •c.1.s re uested to hold my resi .,n tion in 

abe.,. ,a.nce . 

THURSDAY, SEPI'EMBER 14, 1944 - 8:00 P.~. 

Full session of the American Zionist mer~ency Council to consider 
my resignation. I did not intend to attend the mEting but the Mizrachi, 
Poale Zion, the Office Staff and eyer Berlin's cable from Jerusalem and others 
urged me to come on. 

On the preceding Tuesday , the matt er was discussed at the ZOA 
Executive Board -- Goldmann present -- Heller doin the talking for the 
opposition. It was resolved t ere to a point a committee to meet with me 
and work out a satisfactory formula , failil'l5 which the ZOA members of the 
Council would vote as a bloc to a rove the reso 1 tions ado ted by t he 1Jro1- ram 
Committee. Goldstein. Szold, iJise, Boukstein , Heller etc. regarded this a n 
opportunity to force the acceptance of my resignation. 

On iednesday evening, I met with Rotenberg , Shulman. Lipsky Newnann 
and Feuer at the Commodore, where a satisfactory formula was worked out. The 
following afternoon, the committee api><>in ted by the ZOA, with which I did 
not meet, tried to alter the formula in such a way as to embarrass me. 
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Thursday evening, prior to the meeting, I called Lipsky and Shulman 
in, but Goldstein, Levinthal and Heller trouped along. A heated argument 
ensued and I told them that their revised resolutions were utterly unacceptable. 
They yielded. So th~t at the meeting of the Council in the evening the 
following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

1. All approaches to the American Government or its officials 
on matters relating to the program of political activities 
of the Americ· ... n Zionist Emergency Council shall be undertaken 
by representatives of the movement mly with the prior 
approval of the Executive Committee of the Council. 

2. To further the implementation of paragraph 1 between meetings 
of the Executive Committee the co-chairmen of the Emergency 
Council and Dr. Goldmann and ~tr. Lipsky on behalf of the Jewish 
Agency Bureau will consult with respect to all emergency matters 
or courses of action not previously determined upon by the Emergency 
Council or its Executive Committee which involve ap roaches to the 
American government ; and all matters relating to the program of 
activities of the Emergency Council which come to the attention 
of Dr. Goldmann and I~r. Lipsky requiring immediate action in order 
to determine what immediate steps should be taken concerning 
such matters, by w om and in what manner. 

3. It is understood that nothing co tained herein shall be deemed 
to limit or restrict freedom of action of the American Zionist 
Emtrgency Council. 

After the adoption of the resolution, I stated forthrightly that 
the resolution did not go far enough even as it was, that the agency Bureau 
should be closed, that I intended to insist that all political work shall be 
channeled through the Emergency Council and that I intended to direct London 
and Jerusalem to direct their communications hereafter directly to the 
Emergency Council. There was no objection to my declaration. 

Rabbi Miller had informed Feuer that a few days before this meeting 
he had been called in by ·Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldmann and high pressured into 
declaring himself against me and for them. Rabbi Miller flatly refused. 
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CONFIDENTIAL . 

TUESDAY - SEPTEl: BER 5, 1944 -- NOON 

I telephoned Senator Taft to ask his advice about the Hesolutions. 
He t hou~ht that he would write a letter to ~ar Department forma lly inquiring 
as to its present a ttitude, and that ht would also speak to Senator ,iagner. 

Senator Tc:1.ft mentioned getting touch with Connritl.y and calling a meeting 
of the Foreign Relations Committee. I suggested that no meeting be ca lled until 
he will have found out the opinion of the liar DepartL1ent. 

FRIDAY - SE TE1viBER 8 , 1944 

At noon today I telephoned Zc1ritsky and asked him to get in touch 
with Senator 1•agner w4 ich he ,Jr omised to do immediately. 

TUESDAY - ~e pten: ber 1~ , 1944 -- 11 o I c 1 ocn: 

I telephon ed 0e11ator Tat. He : ad wr·tte. to St'111sc-r. but , e had 
not yet heard from hi.111 . 1 e L.~d been i r.f r .1ed "· 1at 'ei1ai,r1r ,a or ud 81;->< ken 
to him bu7, he c0uld nul-·, lec:1.r11 aS t ~.1 a.t was Sa. ·ct. denutL) T ... f I. _ ad .... c..lKed 
to Senator Con ally. Connally was nor -c ommiftE;t.l . He tov r:1e11ticm ed . 1e 
fact th t Vi, a .:,ner t ad heen ir, contac t vri th S • i s ur vide.t tly , s L result. of 
my conversation with Za.ritsk.>· · Ile thou _:~:h t C m,ress n .. t.y ..... djourn oc-t0rier 
1-7 . 

TUESD.rtY - SE~TEi. .. BER 1~, 1944 - noo. 

I spoke to 1,.r . ~:.:..ritsky . He had 110t. et been able to .,ct, il, touc 1 with 
Senator •c:1.6ner 't,ho is out of th e city both as to ,7c:1.shi1 gtc)n urid Nm, lorlr . 

TUESDAY - September 19, 1944 

Leo Sack called from Washington. He had seen Connally. Connally had told 
him that there would be no action on the Resolutions unless the 1/ar Department 
removed its objections, that Senator agner had seen him a few months ago and 
was c:1.nxious to have action on the Resolutions. Connally advised Wagner to see 
Stimson, but since that time Connally had not s•->n Wagner, nor did agner report 
to him on his visit to Stimson. Connally assumed that timson's rely had been 
negative or non-committal. He felt that Congress would adj our,< probably this 
week. He was sure that there would be something done immediately after the 
war about Palestine. He himself is rot against the resolution. 

Following the conversation with Sack. I telephoned Herman Shulman and 
told him of what ~ack had reported. Be informed me tr.at an appointment . ad been 
made by our delegation to meet with Assistant Secretary of War McCloy~ tomorrow, 
Wednesd~y, at 4:30 P .. I told him to get in touch with Lipsky or Goldstein 
to reach Bloom. Possibly quick action could be gotten on the Resolution in the 

House. He said that he would get in touch with them. 
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co ·FIDENTIAL 

5:30 P.M. - SEPTEMBER 19, 1944 

I telephoned Taft to see if ne nad received any reply from Stimso to his 
letter. He had received no reply. I told him of our committee and Senator 
Vtagner calling on cCloy tomorrow afternoon and suggested to Taft that he 5et 
in touch with ~cCloy since McCloy ·s a rtepublican. Taft, who had previously 
hesitated to get in personal communication wit.n Stimson very readily said he 
would ,et in touch with ·ccloy and would let me iCllow of the conversation. 
At the time that I called Taft Leo Sack was with him. 

Taft also said that he had spoken to Senator Austin about the possibility 
of his communication with Stimson but th t Senator Austin was not in favor of 
taking any action on the resolution before the adjournment of Congress. 

4:30 P. M. - September 19, 1944 

Senator Taft called back from ,1ashington. He had talked to cCloy. The 
whole matter had been referred to him. He had made official inquiry of the 
Ohief of Staff and asked his o inion. He had not yet received a report. 
Senator Taft asked him if he could have a reply by Thursduy. hcCloy thought 
that that was possible. He thought that the visit of our delegation, with 
enator • agner, would be helpful. He had impressed on UcCloy his desire to 

have action on the .H.esolution before Con 0 ress adjourns. 

8:45 P.M. - September 19, 1944 

I telephoned r. hulman at is home in Strunf rd and :informed him of what 
Senator Taft had told me and also what Vct.11denbur ~ bad said about t e difficulty 
of getting a quorum of the Foreign ·elati ns Committee. Be said tnat ne had 
been in touch with oldstein and that tne latter would get in toucn with 
Bloom . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

SEPTEMBER 20, 1944 

r. Leo ~ack phonai from ashington and at 10:50 P.l'. r. Herman Shulman 
phoned from New York reporting on the meeting with cCloy at 4:50. 

The War Department is not yet prepared to withdraw its objections to 
our Resolutions. The report from "B" too has been negative. ·cCloy is still 
sounding out the Chief of Staff and Stimson. and will let us know in a cou le of 
days. He did not see why we should take a chance in pressing for the Resolution 
now since the war is coming to an end now in a few weeks. He himself has read 
up a lot en tne subject and has become friendlier to it. 

tiack said that _-agner had indicated to him tbcl.t ht would see the President 
oo Thursday after the latter returns to lashington. 

Szold, ••ise, Shulman b.nd venator •Jagner constituted the Committee .. 




