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]~though the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, at 

the request of the State Department, postponed action for 

the time being on the Palestine Resolution, we wish to 

record our own personal approval of the Resolution which 

calls for the free eritry of Jews into Palestine and full 

opportunity for colonization so that the Jewish people 
. 

may as soon as practicable reconstitute Pal estine as e 

free and democratic cotr.mowr ealth. 

I 
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From Leo R. Sack 

For the American Zionist E!rergency Council 

For Immediate Release 

,.-r h. t " uas .ing on, :.,eo. 14- Twelve members of the Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee, seven Democrats and f'ive Republicans. which earlier this 

week postponed action on the Palestine Resolution at the request of 

the State Departm:,nt today signed a joint statement recording their 

apersonal approval" of the resolution. 

They are Senators Joseph F. Guffey, Pennsylvania; Claude Pepper, 

FloridaJ Bennett Cha np Clark, Missouri; Elbert D. Thomas, Utah; JaI!!Bs 

E. ?lurray, l:ontana, James i.r. T~ell, Delaware and Robert R. Reynolds, 

North Carolina, Democrats: Senators P-obert 1l . !.£\Follette, Jr., Wisoons in; 

Arthur Capper. Kansas; Gerald:P. Nye, North Dakota; Henrik Shipstend, 

}.~innesota and James J. Davis, Pennsylvania. The twelve Senators con­

stitute two-thirds of the Senators who participated in the Foreign 

Relations Committee discussions. The Resolution was rejected because 

Secretary of State Stettinius told Senators that passage "at the 

present time would be unwise from the standpoint of the general 

international situation." 

Here is the statement of the Senators: 

"Although the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, at the request 

of the State Oepe.rtt!!8nt, postponed action to~ the time being on the 

Palestine Resolution, we wish to record our own personal approval of 

the Resolution, which calls for the free entry of Jews into Palestine 

and full opport\.Ulity for colonization so that the Jewish people rray 

' 

as soon as practicable reconstitute Palestine as a free and Democrtti~ 

Cormnonwea l th•" 

Senator T'.agner, Democrat, of New York, one of the sponsors or 

the Resolution is out of the city. Senator Tart of Ohio, the other 

sponsor, is not a member of the committee.----
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HERBERT BAY.ARD SWOPE 
745 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YoRJ{ 22, N.Y. 

Dr . Abba Eil.., el Sil vor, 
T:1€ ~~ er.ple, 
~ast lu,th St. a~ ~~se: :~ad , 
Cl eve~an.:i , Ohio . 
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PALESTINE FCP?!ULA AGREED UPOU BY MR. BEK-GURION AND MR.MAURICB WBRI'HEIM 

June 5, 1942. 

l. To act in comma~ 

a) For the maintenance of Jewish rights under the 

M'andate in Palestine for the immediate future. 

b) For the fulfillment of the original purposes of 

the Balfour Declaration, whereby through unrestricted 

J ewish immigration and large-scale colonization 

under a regime designed for this purnose Jews may 

constitute a majority in Palestine and establish an 

autonomous commonwealth. it being clearly understood 

that 

l) In such a commonwealth, all the inhabitants. 

without regard to race or religion~ shall 

enjoy complete equality of rights. 

2) The establishment of this commonwealth will 

in no way affect the politictl or civil status 

end allegiance of J e1,.•s .,. .. ho are citizens of 

any other country. 

2. To set up a sub-committee to study and define the ways 

and methods best calculated to secure the ach:srement of 

the abo~e e.ime. 
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( TELEGRAM1 

DECEMBER 5 1944 

WE ARE GLA.D TO LEA.RN THAT PALES·I'INE RESOLUTION SR 247 IS Ai30UT 

TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE FOREIGU RELATIONS COMi.llTTEE PASSAGE 

OF THE RESOLUTION MOST EA.RITT:STLY DESIRED BY ENTIRE AMERICAN 

JEVIISH COMM.TI.H•ry \i'E FEEL IT VITAL TO CAUSE Vf.tIICH WE REPRESENT 

AND TO AVOID FUTURE AIIBIGUITIES THAT THE WORD QUC'l'E ULTIMATELY 

UNQ.UOTE BE OMITTED FRO!.t PRESENTLY PENDING ~SOWl'ION AND THAT 

THE TERM QUOTE JE·«ISH UNQUOTE BE RErA.INED BEFORE QUOI'E COMMONWEALTH 

UNQUOTE KNO '{ING HOW FRIENDLY YOU ARE TO OUR CAUSE WE APPEAL TO YOU 

TO SUPPORT THE RESOLUTIOU IN THAT FORM 

DAVID WERTHEIM, NATIONAL SECRErARY 
POALE ZION, LABOR ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

45 EAST l 71:h STREEI', NEW YORK 

• 
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(Telegram) 

DECEMBER 5, 1944 

WE EARNESTLY URGE YOU REPORT OOT FAVORABLY PALESTINE RESOLUTION 

FOR ADOPTIO:M BY PRESENT CONGRESS STOP IMPORTANT REMOVE WORD Q.UOTE 

ULTIV~~LY UNQ.UOTE WHICH HAS ALREADY LED TO MISUUDERSTANDING LIKEi',1SE 

IMPORTANT RETAIN WORD q,UOTE JEWISH UNQUOTE BEFORE WORD QUOTE COMMONWEALTH 

UNQ.UorE YOUR COMMITTEES FAVORABLE J.CTION WOULD BE DEEPLY APPRECIATED 

AS FULFILLMENT PRESIDENTS MA.GNIFICEUT MESSAGS TO LAST ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

CONVENTION AND OVERVfHELMING AMERICA"N OPINION AS EXPRESSED RECENTLY IN 

BCY!'H PARTY PLATFORMS 

• 

ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, PRESIDEHT 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF A.MERICA 
41 East 42nd St •• New York 
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(Telegram sent to Senator Wagner and Senator ConnaUy) 

DECEMBER 5 1944 

WITH REFEREHCE TO THE PENDING RESOLUTION SR 247 PBESENTLY 
BEFORE THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMiiivxEE, I HAVE THE BJNOR TO 
SUBMIT FOR YOUR INFORMATION THE FOLLOWING ~OTATION FROM A RESOLUTION 
ADOPTED TODAY 111 THE SECOND SESSION OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 
HELD IN PITT SRJRGH, AND REPRESENTING THE GREAT MAJORITY OF THE JEWS OF THIS COUNTRY, Q,UOTE 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE GREETS THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES AND HAILS HIS FORTHRIGRr ASSURANCE TO THE JE .',1SH PEOPLE THAT IN ACCORD WITH TRADITIONAL AMERICAN POLICY, AND IN KEEPING WITH 
THE SPIRIT OF THE FOUR FREEDOMS •• ~ EFFCETS WILL BE MADE TO FIND 
.APPROPRIATE WAYS AND MEANS FOR THE OPENING OF PALES1l'INE TO UNRESTRICTED JEWISH IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION, AND HE WILL HELP TO BRING ABOUT 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PALESTINE AS A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC JEA'ISH COYMOlf,'iEA.LTH 

THE AMER.IC.A .. ~ J~-lISH CONFEREl~CE NDrES WITH SATISFACTION THAT 
IN THE FIFTEEN M0?1THS SINCE ITS FIRST SESSION, ITS RESOLll.!:ION ON PALESTHJE HAS WON THE WARM AND SYMPATHETIC ElIDORSEMENT OF AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION. THE A?AERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE IS CONFIDENT THAT THE CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED S?Pl'ES WILL RECORD ITS SUPPORT AND HELP IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE POLICY ENUNCIATED BY PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. THE AMERICAN JEWISH COUFERE'NCE LOOKS TO THE MANDA.TORY POWER .AND TO THE m·ITED NATIONS FOR THE SPEEDY AND 
EFFECTIVE FULFILLMENT OF PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S HISTORIC DECLARATION UNQ,UOTE 

HEMRY MONSXI 
CO-CHAIRMAN AMERICAN JE'~ISH CONFERENCE 

HGrEL WILLIAM PENN, PITTS3URGH, PA. 
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(Telegram sent by Hadassah to Senators as per the 
atte.ched list.) 

PITTSBURGH PA DECEMBER 5 1944 

WE HAVE LEARNED THAT PALESTINE RESOilJTION SR 247 IS SCHEDULED FOR 

DISCUSSION BEFORE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE TOMORRClf WE 

KNOW YOUR DISCUSSION IN THIS MATTER IS PROMPTED BY A SENSE OF 

URGENCY FOR EFFECTIVE AND SPEEDY ACTION TO MEEI' TRAGIC NEEDS OF 

JEWISH PEOPLE ON BEHALF OF HADASSAH WOMENS ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

OF AMERICA: · A.ND ITS MORE THAN 125,000 MEMBERS T3ROUGHOU1' THE COUNTRY 

WE MOST EARNESTLY PLEAD THAT THE RESOWTION BE FREE FROM ANY POSSIBLE 

AMBIGUITY WHICH WOULD SUBJECT IT TO VARIED INTERPRETATIONS IN THE 

FUTURE WE RESPECTFULLY URGE THA.T THE WORD Q,UOTE JEWISH qNQ,UOTE BE 

INSERTED BEFORE THE WOBD Q,UOTE COMMON'!t""EALTH UNQUOTE AND THAT THE WOF.D 

QUOI'E ULTIMATELY UNQ,UQr:E :BE ENTIRELY ELIMINATED WE MOST EARNESTLY 

APPEAL TO YOU TO SUPPORT TIB RESOLUTION IN THE FORM .A.BOVE INDICATED 

JUDITH EPSTEIN, PRESIDENT 

HADASSAH WOMEN 1 S ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

1819 BROADWAY NEW YORK 

. . . . . 

.... 
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(Day Letter) 

(Telegram) 

DECEMBER 5, 1944 

ON BEHALF OF RELIGIOUS ORTHODOX ZIONISTS OF ~RICA WE DESIRE 

RESPECTFULLY CONVEY THE EARNEST HOPE THAT FAVORABLE ACTION WILL 

BE TAKEN ON PALESTINE R3SOLUTION SR 247 IN ENLISTING YOUR SUPPORT 

FOR THE RESOLUTION WE FEEL IT VITAL IN THE INTERESTS OF CLARITY TO 

ELIMINATE FROM THE RESOLUTION AS AT PRESENT DRAWN THE WORLD Q,UOTE 

ULTIMATELY UN~UOTE WHICH IS LIABLE TO MISIN·rERPRErATION SO THAT 

THE CONCLUDING CLAUSE SHALL BEAD Q,UOTE THAT THE JEWISH PEOPLE MAY 

RECONSTITUTE PALESTINE AS A FREE A..lID DEMOCRATIC J~WISii COMMONWEALTH 

UN~UOTE 

LEON GELLMA.N, PRESIDENT 

MIS.RACHI ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
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(Dictated b7 Dr. Goldmann to Arthur Lourie over the telephone) 

12/15/44 

Minute of Conversation with llr. Stettiniua 
Wednesday, December 13, 1944 

Mr. Stettinius called Dr. liae and me into his room 

before meeting with the delegation. He told us that he 

had been in touch with tbe President about the statement 

which we had suggested he should issue. Be said that the 

President was in a ver1 bad mood because we had gone ahead 

with the Resolution and instead of acquiescing in his 

request to hold tbe matter up for the time being, had sought 

to bring pressure to bear through the Senate. Be felt that 

the Zionists bad . lost confidence in him and Mr. Stettinius 

said that in the circumstances it was difficult to discuss 

such qu.estions with him at this time. It would not be 
< /'(.1-.r) 

possible for bi°t'to iEsue the letter au&gested. 

N .G-. 

/ 

.. 

.. 

.. 

... 

.., . . . 
f : 

, ..... 
t:::. r .... 

t . . 

•••••••••···· ••••••••••••• ••••••••••••• •• ••••••••· ·· •••••••••••·•• •••••••••••••• ·••········ .. ••••••••••···· ••••••••••••·• :::::::::::::. 
•••••••• •••··· ••••••••••••·• : ·:::::: :: :::: ... 

········-······· ••••••••••••••·• ·••··•···••····: 

••••••••••••···· 
••••••••.•·•···· .. 
••••••••·••······ .·.·.·.·.:·.::::::::::-;, 

···•·•"'········••.o ·········· ... -..... •••• •••••••••· ·· ·· 
.•. :_:_:_=_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_\.\.\ 



:-:-:-:-:] 
··· ·· <II 
:::::J 
:::::~ ..... ' ·····t :_:_:::1 
:::::1 

.·.·.·.·.·.t 
::::~ 
:::::t 
:::::1 ····-, ·::::.-, 

····:i 
~~] 

~ .... .. ..... , 
:::::? 

·::::J 

.. ..... ., ......... 

.:rlr. James t. Brown, Asst. to the '-'ecretary of .::itate, advised t :iat Dr. Golcb.an's memorandum" was not quite in accordance trith the Secretary's record . 11 

"The Secretar-.1 told Dr. 11 is. that ho had been L"l touch 'N"~th the Pre .s ident as he had offered to do regarding the sta.te:r: ent which Dr. Wise a nd .9r. Silver had req_uested him to make. The reaction tnat Mr. Stettinius ob t o.ined ·,,as tha t the President felt t hat t l-. is group should ha.ye confidence in his ihndling of the matter d.Ild that it would not be ap.-1ropriate for ;Ir. Stettinius t o issue the statement." 

"r,tr. St ettinius as ked Dr. vvise i.f he would be g ood enou~h t o give t :: is inform'" tion to Dr. 0ilver." 
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Dr. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

RECEIVED 
December l_,, ~ BY I REFER TO 

I ¥,-" -OATE 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

question up '."ii th the Presi6.ent. 

terday efternoon and I took t he oppor-

t'l4"1ity of his visit to expla.in the 

reaction uhich I obtained on this. If 

Dr. Wise has not already told you of 

this, I am sure he will if you rtill 

make an incuirv of him. - .. 

nith best ~ishes, 

American Zionist Emereen 
342 I,Iadison A venue 

Ne.; York City 17, New York 

z_: .._; DATE 
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The Hoiiorabl.; Uw&rd R. Stettiniua 'l'he Department or State 
Waahington- n. c. 
My dear l!r. Secretary, 

Deo•ber 12,. 1944 

r ·&m eneloalne herfffdth the draft of the statement which we discuaaed yesterday momillg a.zid copy of which you requested at the earliest fflOment. You were to receive this copy !'ram Dr. 7i!.se by telegram tram 1;ew York. Your secretary infomed me that you httve not yet received i t and I am. there­fore• d1apatching it to you by ~eesonger. 

I believe. Jtr. Secl'"otary. that the issuance or thia statment promptly to the public will help to allay some or the misgivings and reaentr:iants whioh have already made their way into the public press. t'he Jewish preea particularly i1 reacting bitterly and violently to the intervention or the State Department in the •ituat1on. and the Pre1ident•• poaition ia b1:;i~ laid o;>en to grave misinterpretation in view or hi■ public pronoWJ.oement on October 15th. 

Should you wish to reaoh ••• I •hall be at the Willard &tel tm.til thic eveni ng. m th all cood wiahea. perm.it me to rernaui. 

Fno. 

Very ainoerely your■• 

A( 
.......... ........... ............ 
........... ............ ........... ........... .......... 
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WALTER ,r, GEOIIGE, GA., CHAIRMAN 

DAVID I. WALSH, MASS. R08ERT M. LA ,rou..rrTE, JR., WIS. 
AL.aEN W. ■ARKL£Y, KY. ARTHUR H. VANOEN■CJIG, MICH. 
TOhl CONNALLY, TEX. JAMES J. DAVIS, P'A. 
JOSIAH W, BAILEY, N. C. JOHN A. DANAHER, CONN, 
~1·::. ETT CHAMP" CLARK, MO, R08ERT A. TA,rT, OHIO 
.::: ·:.: Y "'-00D IIYRD, VA. JOHN THOMAS, IDAHO 

·};{ H G;.°aEu".."..::.,~;.~. ;,u:~!~!.~;;1:::: cot.o. 
EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO. OWEN IIRrNSTEft, MAINE 
GEORGE L. RAOCLll"l"E, MD, 
SCOTT W. LUCAS, ILL. 

CHRISTIE ■. KENNEDY, CL£RJ< 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver, 
The Temple, 

COMMITTEE ON l"'INANCE 

January 18, 1945. 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

I cannot begin to tell you how much I appreciate 
your thoughtful and generous note of Janua:cy 15th. 
Commendation could come from no more appreciated 
source. I think you know what profound respect 
I have for your opinion. 

-- -- --l ........ 
······- I continue to deeply regret the little "unpleasant­

ness" in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

·<·:~ 
·· ·:;JI 

, Let us hope for greater success next t ime. I want 
always to be at your service in any way I can be 
helpful. 

With warm personal regards and best wishes, 

Cordially and faithful.ly, 

R 
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THE SECRZTARY OF STATE 

WASHING'IDN 

.April 23, 1945 

Dear Dr. Wise, 

Immediately on my return to the Department after 
talking to you this noon I requested that your letter 
of March 21. be handed to me personally for attention. 
I ddeply apologize that it has not been acknowledged 
sooner. The letter arrived in the Department during 
my absence and, through inadvertence, was not referred 
to me when I returned. 

You know I sm sure, that I desire to do anything 
I can to be helpful to you. In this instance, however, 
it is not possible for me to encoursge you to send 
:representatives to San Francisco and I believe you will _ 
agree with me when I explain the matter to you. 

As we have said publicly the San Francisco Confer­
ence is limited solely to the preparation of a Charter 
for the new International Org~nization for Peace and 
Security which will be subnitted for ratification in 
the various countries of the world in accordar!ce with 
their respective constitutional processes. To put the 
matter another way, the Copference at San Fr~nciscx:> s1 
not designed to be a peace conference in any sense of 
the word. Questions of boundaries, the future disposition 
of any specific territories and like questions emerging 
from the war are not within the province of the Con­
ference. In view thereof, I believe y~u will agree 
with me when I say that it would not seem appropriate 
for the Palestine question to be raised at San Francisco. 

I know this will be diseppointing to you but 
trust, in view of t h e explanation I have given, you 
will understand. 

With b rs t wishes, 

Dr. Stephens. Wise 
Americcn Zionist Etnergency Council 

342 Madi son Avenue 
New York 17, N.Y. 

Sincerely yours, 

( ~ · . \ 
ED ( signed) \ ,_:_ . 1_· .. ,_ vJ..~ ) 
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Ur.Ar:s-ro~n, Asst. to the. 
noe·quite in accordance 

Secral:.~sed that Dr. Goldman I s 
with the· Secretary's record11 

• 

~emorandum" was 

Mr. Jrro-,,n had- not __ talked
7

wi tn Secretary Stettinius himself regarding the 
statece::it tha.t ---Ste.t,tintus made ' to"Drs._ Wise and Goldl!lan. but had talked 
,41.h: se.ve'ra.'i" §£~p;o~>/ ir(" the_.~Pepe..!"tment,_and !"':'ported back " it was not 
•quite in aoc'ord·ahce with the Secretary's record". 

11 'Ihe Secretary told Dr. 1,7ise that he had been in touch with the President 
as he had offered to do regarding the statement wnich Dr. Hise and Dr. Silver 
had reouested him to make. The reaction that Mr. Stettinius obtained ~as 
that the President felt that this group should nave confid~nce in his ha.~dling 
of the matter and that it ~ould not be an~ropriate for Mr. Stettinius to issue 
tile staternent 11

• 

11 Mr. Stettinius asked. Dr. ·sise if he would be good enougn to Give this informa­
tion to Dr. Silver." 

----
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
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-~-·:: Extracts From Letter Received From London, dated 
July 28, 1946 

You cannot imagine my consternation-- ----- The Americans were going 
about quietly to accept everything the British. suggested. There were a few 
minor skirmishes going on in the financial sub-committee but nothing serious. 
To sa3 that Grady was acting as a British "stooge 11 is a. gross understatement. 
He was actually publicly reprimanding his staff for venturing t ·o differ with 
the British even over secondary matters. In private he explained to them -
that there were things more important in Anglo-American relations than the 
question whether 100,000 Jewe were admitted to Palestine. 

Gaston folded up like an accordion. Dorr has merely made a public fool 
of himself. The staff has been somewhat better. Hanna, some d~s ago, recom­
mended that the Americans formally brea.w::;.:off negotiations over the 100,000 
and go home. Mikesell has taken the same line and bas tried - against Grad.y 1 e 
P.nd G~ston's stbotage to fight out acme financial issues. Villard has also 
filed a memorandum of protest against the July 24 subrnissfohs to the two 
Governments. Even Rood says, "We~ fight tbe skirmishes but cede all the battles. 11 

It is impossible for you to go too far i n emphasizing to our friends and 
to the press the complete abandonment of the President's declared program 
by Grady. I assure you that I writ_e with measured words and in full knowledge. 
For insta.~ce, when the British were veering toward suggesting a starting rate 
of 10,000 per month, Brady broke in to indicate that 6,000 would be quite 
enough. There are a score of such incidents . The British sireply have n2!. 
been ~ressed to go ahead with the 100,000, to grant the area of Jewi~h 
settlement adequate frontiers. to give the proposed provinces any real power, 
or anything of the kind. Grady merely says that t here is a strong Jewish 
lobby in Was hington but that Truman exaggerates its voting strength: he, _ 
Grady, is going to ignore it. 
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 
MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

David R. W~hl~ 

DATE: September 6, 1946 

On the advice of Harold Manson, whom I saw· yesterday 
in New York, I am undertaking to send memos directly to you 01 
activities of mine which impinge on areas of interest to you. 
A few days ago, Robert Hannegan 1 s office got in touch with 
me in connection with their concern over the Jewish vote in 
New York State. As_ a result of that conversat_ion, I spoke 
with Harold Manson, Bartley Crum, and several people on the 
Democratic National Committee. The attached memo is now re­
ceiving the attention of Robert Hannegan and several other 
selected individuals in the administration. There will probably 
be some developments following from this on which I vrill in-
form you currently. In connection with your visit to Secretary 
Wallace on Friday, September 20 at 3:30, I should like to have 
some discussions with you bef'orel:tand. It would be desirable, 
before seeing h alle.ce, that you spend about one-half hour or 
an hour with Harold Young who is the solicitor of the Cor.nnerce 
Department and Wallace's most trusted advisor. 

Best regards • 
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9hioh will go lnw the Repibliou poon, only 'beee.u• the J..-lah popul•• 

tlon d lew York l• uatnc 1t a.a it• oalJ aetbod ot tlgh\lnc baok a.g&luis 

&a acbdni•vation •bi.oh tb97 think bu hil•tl .-. ri~ re.,-n to Pal••lM• 

A 1lnelo •ltilllnS.Oll ~ oantQ1lon and a1--4•r•tudlng -· tma art .... 

Pr•1eeworthy aotlou et the adalzd.nntS.on. beoaue tMJ an oonoeal-4 

tr• the wtera, a.re ao-.ally drlring Toter• into the oppoalilon oaap 

while ~o•• a.otlon•• U .-cl• pub11o 1tould gain ,ro1sea and obtain troun4ou 

political support tor the acbdniatratlon. two •t•p• oould be taken whloh 

oould turn the ~idea (l) To make knowa the real po•ltion taken b7 \he 

Preaident T1•-a-T1• Attlo.•• which la underetood to be, ln ottoot. ~ha.t 

t.he Preaid•nt will h&Ye no p&r-1. ot tbe Orady-lllorrlaon report, and in taot 

wUl not ooiuide~ M.7 klnd ot plan for Pal••tin• wh1oh doe• not 1.uolud• 

th• pre-eond1t1on ot the baaed.late granting ot 100.000 oertltioatea, nor 

will th• Fred.dent conalder &117 plan ot the pan1t1on, eto. which doea not 

111eet with the oomplete ta Tor or tho J.Jaterican J•1•h ooaauni ty and ti. 

i:~alestlne Jewish OOIUIWlity. ThoUgh it I.a \1nd•retooc1 that the Preai4ont 

ha.a ma.~ theso ata.toaenta tc Attlee. no publ1o announcemont ha• been 11&.d• 

to thi• etf&ot• and, ao tu•• the ~l'iCA.'1\ publio e&n know, the Preald•nt 

ha• not taken th!.11 tortbright at4nd. the Prealdent la aald to he.n delayed 

1n making hi• po•ltion known ~ Aaerioan TOtera becauae of mtig.mc1•• ot 

Anglo•Aa•rio&n-60Yiet Mgotlaticma, and a deair• on hla part, upon tlw 

&4T1o• ot Byrnea, not to rook th• boat with whAt would•••• 'to be a •all•r 

lasue. Hor nea-. eno~h information about ,he Pre11dent• • poaltlon baa 

beoo-D k:DO'WD to informed pereon• t.n the Vnlt.d State• and .. broa.d IO t.bat 

th11 oountry• • po1ltion la no diploaatio eMre~, wall• the lane ot the 
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attind• ot Jew lork ancl other Aaer1oan y~tera ~ grown to be ot Mjor 

blportanoe. Ther•~or• polat 1. in Mlva.g1ng the 1'..- York ..-ot• for the 

Party., would oall tor a wry ol...r. atrong atand upou ~ pan ot the 

Preaiden~ 1n the .rona ot a publlo natement or an open lettff troa 

hiaaelt to~ British Gow~. 

(2) ft.re bu been an witortunate l&ak ot 11a1aon t.ween tbe 

Jfbi te Hou•• and ottloial authoritati"ff l"dttah1p ot the A'mllr1oan .Jn1ah 

co,mmni V• ?ha 11oet $.aport.nt &Jld author1t&tift •l•O't•d ott1oial in 

tJew-iah l~ 1n Aaer1oa la Dr. Abba B.illel Sil'ffr, who io tlw eleoted 

Preaident ot ti. Zloniai Orgc.nise.tian ot Aller1oa. and Oo-Cha1na&n ot the 

hmergenoy tloniat OounoU. Ho ta alao a lffll.ber ot the l!Xeoutln Ooeaittee 

ot the Jewiah Age1107 tor hleatlne. t:U.noe he la b)' tar the aoast intlued;lal 

leader and apok•ama.n ln Aaer1oan Jewuh l lte. 1t would be aoat dealra~l•• 

and 1n tact •s••nt1al, that there be oontlnuing opportunltiH trr the 

President and Silver to confer to the extent tb&t 1)ho Preaident would 

be able to haar direotl)" trO!D. Sll nr or his clwputy the moat; repreaeni;atln 

'Ghinking ot t.be -American Jewi.ah oommunity. 11,nd Silyer would 1- able to 

pas• on to the J"l•h l'lOIJl'ln1ty authoritative and authori1-ed report• ot 

the Preaident•a attitud••• •t&tement1, a.nd aotivitlo• •1th respeot to 

matter• ot grees.t int.Nat to tb811. 

?hen ha.a been an untortum.te To1oing ot the -,th tJlat Silnr 

1• oloeely tied to the Republioan i-rt1• and partiou.larl7 Senator ra.tt. 

Thi• l• defllnltel1 not ao. It theff two •tep• a.re ta.ken at ti. preMn\ 

tille, !t 1• poulble that 811T•r•• iapreaaiff leadership lzl Aaerioan 

Jwiah ll.t• oan be••• an blpor'PDt polS.tioal t&Lotor aoorv.bg to the 



(ii):= ad'ftllt&ge et the »-oon~l• ~. It lbOuld ~ borne ln aln4 tila\ 

~ in Ootober ,here •Ul 'be the na.•lonal OOl1flnt1oJ> ot the &lonia1s Orpnilt.­

tlon ot AMl'loa la Atlan'i1e City. IA lonaber •1-re will '- \M 1'or14 

ZS.onta• CngNas ••••lOD 1n 8wlt1erlan4. 1A 1-oth ot 1ahe1• pl.a•• Ba.bbl 

8Unr•1 ~lo• wUl 'be tM M~lnltlft TOlN la pollq ll&kln&J theretore, 

1'he a'bne outllMd atepa ahOul d be t&kell at the -..rlle•t; po•albl• aoMit.\• 

It 1• apeeltloal.ly NOGa8nded that Pa.Ill Pit•patrlok be the pereon to 

arrange tor a ...-ting wi\h Bil'ffr and the Pr••S.dents 1n the near tutu.re 

to eatabllah the relationllh1p. 

ln addition to the a'bow two-point progna, there l• one 

cspeoitti.o act •hioh would han a drau:t1o and 1=.odiately calculable value 

with reepeot to the .Jniah YOte. That 1rould be a publio atatement tba\ 

LOT Henderaon bad been rwved or trnn.aterre4 t'ros. hi• preaent poe1tioD. 
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CONFIDE?:TIAL 

~r. Harry Shapiro, Exceuti ve Director 
American iionist .E.,:iere;ency Council 
342 UE.dison Avenue 
New York 17, Ne·r, York 

Dear Shapiro: 

August 7, 1946 

In connection ·Klth -t:10 British lo~n controversy, it ?;as sug­
gested to tile t!1s t I give you t1-:. e: details of whr..t Oscar Cox told us et 
& lunch ls.st Se.turd&?, .August 3rd. l~y reci ts.l of th~t sto:ry is be.sed 
on the combineo recollections of Tuvi~, Ech~lson ar~ myself. 

J.. t that lunch, Coz to 11 u:. th11t J-.ches on .he.d L-1fo:":1ed him that 
Congrassrr,a n 13100?:1 ht.d violently ex; ressed his opposition to the British 
loen in a te.lk with !lr. Balfour, the Britisr, }linister in ·.\·ashington. 
Balfour wes very perturbed by B1-,om's e:!.?hs.tic st e.nd {;.nd took the m&tter 
U? ·,ri th .h.:.:he son. The St ate Depnrtr.icnt people tried to bu 13 i::e llr. Elooo 
but couldn't. Acheson had asked Cox to try to persuade hin, but Cox did 
not want to get involved in the natter ~nd rcfr6ined from r.~king &ny 
such pr anise. The state Department people he.d even thought at that 
stabe or asking the Fr~sident to ?ress Elooc to chr-nbe his attitude, but 
apparently that becru:\a un~ecessery ~fter the consult~tions between Bloom 
6.nd Dr. ~:ise. 

This information jives very muc~ with whut Ur. Grnhr.m, the 
publisher of the WASHINGTO.N POST, told :ne -rrhen I se:w him on July 8th. 
He said that Bloom had been Vier.f vehenent against the British loan, and 
that the Dept,rtment of State then got in touch with Dr. ·:; ise, who per­
s~adod Bloom to change his 1tand. 

~ 

Sinc;rely yours, 

Benjamin· AJczin 
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M!l!OIWlDQM - THURSDAY, lfOVDlBER 141 1948 .. . . . 

INTERVIEW WITH MR, ERNEST BEVIN IN THE PRESENCE'Ol" LORD IHVERCHAPEL AT THE TALOORF ASTORIA 

(·••••• ...... 
..... . 

·ss50 to 4120 P,M, 

. . 
I greeted Kr. Berln' by saying that I ·•hould Uk~ to •••t tbe man whaa I 

have. been attacking so much. Mr. BeTin • Bpent aost ot the tiae defending the position 
of hi~ goverDJDent, criticisinc the taUure ot the Jews to cooperate, and es~clally 
criticiaed the American GOTernment tor utilisinc th~ Palestine issue 1n connection 
with its on ·election need.a. • • • · , ·,· .. • 

I ' His government had tried' to do all that it could. It had continued ·Jewiah 
immigration at tJig rate ot 1500 a ~month in spite or the White P•per and -his 
government waa by way ot making a satisfactoZ7· solution when the President intenened 
nth his request tor 100,000 which threw the whole Arab world into a turmoil. 

He wa1 critical ot th~ resistance in Palestine, illeg~l jmmig~ation and acts 
of terrorism with which the Agency at times was associated, and which ma.de it 
necessary tor England to keep troops in Paleatine which should have been demobilized 
long ago. He resented the fact th~t a good dea.l or the tincU1cing ot illegal 
immigration ca.me trom the United States. His government had recently made Ea..nother 
gesture or good will be releasing the prisoners from Latrun and elsewhere. He 
implied that there has not been a corresponding move on the part of the Yishuv. 
As a result ot what was happening in Palestine, the killing or British soldiers, 
etc., anti-Semitism ia growing among the common people in England. 

His government was beset with many grave problems Eill over the world and 
~e should have been more patient with it. The Balfour Declaration 112d made commit­
ments to both peoples of Palestine, & national home to the Jews, and the protection 
of their rights to the Arabs. Thia m~e the solution of the problem very difficult. 
A Jewish 3t~te was never ?romised to the Jews. 

The British Government is trying to solve the problem. It it fails, it 
will have to submit the nhole issue to U.N.O. He himself stakes his political 
career on the proper solution of the problem. Ile will not, however, yield to force 
maJeure. 

He looked upon the Grady..:lorrison proposals as the implementation or the 
Anglo-AI:lerican Coramittee Report. His government wants these propossls to be on 
the agenda vhen the London Conference reconvenes. Re w-;, 8 u.~are ot the .Agency's 
proposal tor partition. The Agency is tree to present and to discuss its proposal 
at the Conference. His government did not have a closed mind on t~e subject. It 
is prep~red to consider it. 

I took occasion, of course, throughout the interview to refute end correct 
some or ta. Bevin's statements, which was not difficult to do. I need not restate 
them here. The answers would readily sugsest themselves to any well-informed Zionist. 
I did take occasion to point out how the American people felt about the whole 
matter, and the terrible aisconception that ~any 1n Englo.nd seem to be laborin1 
under - that the subject ot Palestine is only a by-product ot American political 
campaigns. This ia a dangerousl.7 misle~1ng piece ot propaganda which will make 
sound political thinking and action on the subject impossible. _ The American people, 

r:::::: not to speak of the American Jews, are determined to keep this is.3ue alive until • 
a just solution is arrived at. 



,. ...... . 
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I carried away the followine impressions with me from the interviews 

1) Kr. Bevin is dee?ly disturbed and deeply concerned about the whole 
problem. It has gotten under his skin. He knows more about it now than he did 
when he spoke so cavalierl7 about the entire subject a year ago. There is still 
much that he does not know about it. 

2) He does not seea ·to have a clear plan in his own mind, His conl'idence 
1n the lorrison-Grad7 Plan•• a solution seems to be pretty well shaken. He rlU 
probably not insist upon it u a basis for discussion when and i! the London . 
Conference reconvenes. He doea not yet seem to be prepared to accept the Agency 
proposal a.a a basis for diacussion. He expressed no criticism ot the -Agency 
proposal and repeated two or three timea during the inteniew that the7 haTe an 
open mind on it and that they are prepared to consider ,it. 

5) Pressure trom America, while it is greatly resented, is very much 
present 1n Mr. Bevin's mind. He is not under-estimating its importance. Should 
the A:ueriean Government very firmly and determinately now -begin to insist upon 
a quick and satisfactory solution, Mr. Bovin would be clearly urged on to a definitive 
solution he does not wish to make at this time. 

4) He is very anxious £or the Je,Yish Agency to come to the London Conference. 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio -- U.S.A. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Grosvenor Hotel 
London, England 
January 29, 1947 

Following is the account of today's meeting between leaders of the British Government and of the Jewish Agency, as reported to me by Emanuel Neumann: 
~ ~ \-f The meeting lasted approximately t ~ '1rsJUt> &~ .i.11J;i. ~ Present were: For the British overnment--Bevin, Creech-Jones, and various officials of both the Colonial and Foreign Office, including Brook, Sir Douglas Harris, etc. For the Jewish Agency--Ben-Gurion, who led the delegation, Uewna.nn, Shertok, Brodetsky, Locker, Goldmann, as well as a few members of the Agency staff. 

CreechfJones presided. In his opening statement he avoided any suggestion that this meeting was part of the formal Conference ~ on Palestine now going on. He described it as another occasion for consultation with the Jewish Agency, at which the difficulties involved in any proposed solution would be examined. In the course of his opening remarks, Creech-Jones referred to partition as one of the proposed solutions and mentioned the difficulties that one must consider in connection with such a proposal. 

.. 
L. 
F 

~ .. .. r· t ••• 

l
::: ... 

r-· · . .. f 
... 

t ::. 

Bevin was to follow Creech-Jones, but he indicated that he was prepared to wait and listen. Ben-Gurion then took the floor. He stressed that we have two objects in view: 1) to secure the return of Jews to Palestine; 2) to develop Palestine in the interest of the Jews,~of the Near East as a whole. He also emphasized that we have ~-~~ independence in view. He said that the Congress did not preclude our I:: : considering anj proposal tha t may be made to us regarding a viable • ... Jewish State in an adequate area of Palestine. That if such a proposal for a really viable Jewish State in a reaiJ.ly adequate area were made to us, we would submit it to our people for favorable consider­ation. He made it clear, however, that our view is that the whole of.Western Palestine should become a Jewish Ste.te with a Jewish maJor1ty. He said that 1,2oopoo Jews need to emigrate to Palestine. 
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Then Bevin spoke. His remarks were not well-organized, and he 
touched on many things including partition, .(Wlifcli~SpoJj:~ui) 
in a negative way. He said: (The words are £hose used by Bev n, 
so far as Neumann can recall) "Just what partition scheme do you 
have in mind? Put all your cards on the table face up; don't keep 
any up your sleeve. If there's any proposal for partition, let's 
hear it." • 

But at the same time Bevin indicated clearly that be was not a . :J 
believer in partition. He stressed that a "viable Jewish State" r :: 

will not permit the development of a "viable Arab State" in Palestine. } 
He indicated a strong preference for what he termed a "bifnatione.l \ 
state," but which turned out to be a scheme_ of federalization -- a. ~~: 
unitary state with provinces having a large measure of autonomy. _/ 
In the Jewish area there would be opP::orturii ty for immigration ( 
( both Bevin and Creech!!Jones indicated that they were prepared to (.: 
go beyong the Morrison Plan in this regard), but a cehtral ,::: 
Federal Government (British, of course) would take care of services .... 
for the whole country. r= 
With regard to partition;Bevin also said that he 
th<:.. u. N. would supl(.ort such a solution. This was 
mann, who pointed out that a solution having the 
U.S. and the Jews would certainly be upheld by a 

did not think 
answered by Gold­
support of the 
2/3 majority in UN. 

Both Bevin and Creech-Jones said that they could not go back to the 
Mandate, which Brook mw£twmt~explained as meaning that they could 
not go back to the Mandate "as it was." In this connection Creech-

1::-:­

t :: 

c:: 

Jones made some fine comments like : there is now an alien govern- , ... ;. ::. ment imposed upon unwilling peoples ... the situation is intolerable ... 
and the Mandate in its old form could not be continued. If continued 
at all, it would have · to be mo~ified considerably. 

Neumann then pointed out that the basic question involved was: 
D Are Jewish immigration and Jewish development to be dependent 
on Arab consent? He pointed out that the Arabs will oppose anything 
that permits of such immignation and development. 

-. -·-- - - - - - --·-- ------... 
Then Bevin xai~Wmngmi0wazt•t•gzxs)l••t made a number of vigorous 
and uncomplimentary references to America's role. He said that he 
had been quite prepared to accer.t all 10 recommendations of the 
"American Committee of Inquiry,' but that America wanted only im­
migration. He referred to the Committee of Inquiry twice as an 
"American" committee, until Neumann reminded him that it was an 
!nglo -American Committee. 

In the course of his remarks about America~Bevin said that Roosevelt 
had made promises to both the Arabs and tne Jews, and that some 
of Roosevelt's promises to the Arabs went further than any commit­
m§nts which he, Bevin, had made -- which was embarassing to him. 

,- .. . 

f· ~··· 

Shertok pointed out to Bevin that as "an old negotiator" he surely t\: 
understands that it is not easy for us to put forward any proposal f:":~\ 
without the slightest assurance that it will be taken up. Shertok tj 
pointed out that this would involve a. waver of our historic rights,etcf2 
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Creech-Jones replied emphatically that he understands'lk••tilaa· this 

r,oint of view, but that we should not worry, there are no tricks, 

'it is entirely wdlthout prejudice," it is simply a matter of 

exploring the possibilities. 

Both Bevin and Creech-Jones pressed our people to give serious 

consideration to the idea of a unitary state -- without a definitive 

partition -- in order to see if .the problem could not be worked out 

on that basis. Creech!Jones urged our people to state at least 

the principles regarding partition: "what are the elements required 

to make it a viable Jewish State?" Creech-Jones also wanted 

to know exactly what were our objections to the Morrison Plan. Could 

we give him an analysis stating our views,. as well as an analysis 

of the Arab proposals and of "other plans~ 

···i ··-, 

Our people stressed the urgent need for immediate immigration, ;-.-.-. 

pointing out tbPit without such immigration the tensions will increase F 
and greater catastrophes may result. Creech-Jones stated that this (:-: 

question was very much on his mind and that the Government might 

consider interim measures;f,~«~· ~l;h ~ ... 

The meeting ended at that point~ Ben-Gurion and the British 

leaders agreed on next Monday, February 3, as the date of the next 

talk. Neumann, Shertok and Broo7r drafted the official communique 

of the meeting. 
Neumann says that he thinks Creech-Jones is a decent, sincere man. 

---It is significant that there was no discussion whatever of the 

present situatios.- - - - -~-- ------~- ----- in Palestine -- sup-

presion of terrorism, etc. 

XXUXll 
We have received the following additional information which we 

regard as reliable: 

1) Bevin is reported to have told the Arabs informally (at a 

reception) that he favors a cantonization plan. 
~ve reached London _ _) 

2) Repoots afic••~isiJi:;(that a cpmpleted plan for cantonization 

is in the hands of British officials in the Middle East. 

With kind regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

Harold P. Manson 

;::: .. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

I called on Senator Taft at his office in 11ashington on ~ednesday, 
April 26, at which time I raised the subject of the introduction or the Palestine 

plank in the Republican Platform. Senator Tart seemed agreeable to the idea 
and stated that in all likelihood, he would have much to do rvith the drafting 
of the Platform. 

At that time Senator Ta.f't suggested that I see Mr. Dewey and elicit his 
opinion. On Tuesday, Ma.7 2, I saw Attorney Generru Nathaniel L. Goldstein 
of New York, and told him or the conversation which I had rlth Senator Tart, 
and the advis~bility or eliciting an opinion from Kr. Dewey. Mr. Goldstein was 

very fli.endly to the idea and said that he '.fould arrange ·a :ieeting between Mr. 

Dewey and myselt. On llay 5, I wrote to Sena tor Taft and told him or my meeting 
with Attorney General. Goldstein and or the contemplated contact vtl.th Kr. Dewe7. 

On May 19 I receiTed a letter from Senator Taft stating that he 1s drartin& the 
Palestine plank and that I would have an o~portunity or seeing a copy ot it 
before he went to Chicago. The thought was that the Senator• s plank would 
follow closely the Resolution vmich he introduced in the Senate. He suggested, 
furthermore, that we do not agitate publicly for it. 

On June 1, in coc!)8.llY of Attorney General Nathaniel Goldstein, I ~et 
Governor Dewey at Hotel Roosevelt in New York. I told him of our hope that a 
Palestine plank would be included in the Republican Platform and I showed him 
the Resolution which had been introduced in Congress. Governor Dewey read it 
very carefully and said: ar agree most heartily.• He said he would talk 

to Senator Taft about it in a few days v;hen he planned to see hi!n. On June 2 
I wrote to Senator Taft and told him of them eting v;hich I had rlth Governor 
De~ey in New York. 

In order to indicate to the Senator more definitely the kind of a plank 
we would prefer, I had Ur. Herman ShulJ:ian draft a plank r;hich I sent on to the 
Senator on June 9. (See Exhibit A) 

In the meantime, Attorney General Goldstein suggested that ;:e publish 
an attractive fol:ler an ?alestine to be distributed w:ion6 the delegates .:...r.d 

~embers of the Resolutions Co!:!cittee 7iho would attend the Republican Convention. 
He requested tr.Qt a stateoent or his on Palestine be included,among others, 
feeling that that ~ould give tne endorsement of an important Republican leader 
to the cause. This booklet was published and distributed. (See Exhibit B) 

On June 16, ~. Harrison E. Spangler, Chai.rtlbn of the Republican 
N~tional Committee, telephoned me from ChicQgo and invited me to deliver the 
invocation at the session of the Republican Convention on Tuesd~y, June 27. 
I accepted. The invitation was con!iirmed 1n a telegram and letter on June 20. 
The Resolutions Cowmittee of the Republicml Convention met in Chicago beginning 
Wednesday, June 21. I arrived in Chicago that morning, together with the staf'f 

from our office including Mr. Jilanson, idr. Leo Sack, L!r. Elihu Stone. V:e 
stopped at the Sboreland Hotel, a considerable distance aw~y from the 
head~uarters of the Convention which were at the Stevens Hotel dOll'Iltown. Our 

purpose was first not to &ive the iA~ression of a lobby and secondly not to 
announce our presence in such a way as t ::. &rouse any possible op;>osition on t..l\e 
part of s.nti-Zivnist forces in the country ~ho might have bombarded t'!le 
Resolutions Co~ ttee ~i th telegrams·, etc. urging it not to adopt any Palestine 

plank. I remained in Chicago for the 21 and 22, going to Cincinnati to attem 
the sessions or the Central Cont'crence ot American Rabbis OYer the week-end and 

f. 
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returned to Chicago Monday morning, June 26 and remained .until after .the Platform 

,-ras announced and a;,proved by the Convention. 

On the 21st and 22nd, I saw Senator Taft who gave us the names of the 

members of the Committee on Foreign Af£airs and or the Drafting Committee who 

might be contacted. I spoke with Attorney General Goldstein long distance to 

Albany {the Attorney Gene al did not arrive until Sunday morning} suggesting 

that it.would be advisab~e for Governor Dewey to telephone to his campaign manager 

in Chicago, .Jlr. Brownell, and through him to his other .. representatives that the 

Palestine plank must be inserted in the Platform. I -called ·upon Mr. Brownell., 

and at that very time the GOYernor called him up and spoke to hilll about our 

plank. Kr. Brownell indicated that there would be no difficu.l:ties at all. I 

a1so saw Hrs. A:ma McCormack Simms, a 184,der or the Dewey forces 1n -the Mid-west. 

Mr. Manson, Mr. Sack and Mr. Stone .interviewed ~uite a number of other leaders 

including Miss Mary Donlon, Senator Austin of Vermont, Tiilliam L. Hutchison 

of Indiana, Representative Joseph w. Uartin of Mass. ~ho "as the permanent 

chairman of the Convention, Mr. McCaffer of New York, Senator Danaher of 

Conn. and quite e number or others. 

When I left at midnight on Thursday, June 22, the situation was well 

in hand. But it had completely changed vhen I._ returned to Chicago on June 26. 

Opposition to our plank had developed. Numerous changes in the plank were suggested. 

The original authors of these suggestions were not always revealed to us. It 

may well be that some anti-Zionists had made their opposition known to Mr. 

Goldstein. It may also be that o~ .. :)osi tion developed among the members of the 

Drafting CoJ:Jnittee. But by Monday morning, our representatives in Chicago 

received two substitute drafts which the Committee was prepared to act upon, 

one prepared b7 ~iss Mary Donlon (Exhibit C) which was completely negative and 

worthless. The other one Nas given by Senator Taft to ~:r. Leo Sack (Exhibit D) 

which omitted reference to "Corr.mon:i·;ealt..:-i. 11 

Upon my being inforz:ied of the situ&tion., I c~lled Attorney General Goldstein 

a.'ld told ~in: thi..t these substitute planks were untirely uns ... tisfactory, that 

they would insure the defeat of the Palestine Resolutio~ pending in Congress 

because if the Republican Party ~as not prepe.red to refer to "Cor:imonoealth8 

in a Party Platfor~ which is, after &11, not legislation, its representatives 

in Congress would certainly not feel inclined to vote for a "Commonwealtha 

in a Congressional resolution. I told him t!~at rather t han h~ ve t?J.a t kitd ot 

a negative resol,ition I oould prefer none at all, and that if a revised 

resolution sach as was presented is insisted upon, I should have to leave the 

Convention and not participate in the Tuesday evening program. The Attorney 

General said he would re-canvass the situ&tion and let me know. At the same 

time I got .in touch rlth Senator Taft and expressed my misgivings. I told him 

that I would send down to him a revised draft of the resolution -dlich I thought 

would meet the situation, although preferring the original draft which I 

sua.uitted to hiJ:l on June 9. My revised draft (Exhibit E) and the accompanying 

letter (Exhibit E) are appended herewith. 

At 10:15 that morning, I telephoned Dr. Wise 1n New York, read to him 

Senator Taft's draft which eliminated the ffJewish Commonwealth• and asked hiJll 

whether failing to obtain the inclusion of •commonwealth• 1n the draft we should 

accept Tci.ft's draft, or reject it and M.ve no plank at all. It was Dr. Wise's 
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thought t..\.iat the Taft Resolution, while it does not go as far as we should like, should not be turned down if we cannot get the •commonwealth• resolution. 
At 12:50 Mond~y noon, Mr. Dulles, who is political adviser to Mr. Dewey, telephoned me, evidently at the suggestion of Mr. Goldstein, to discuss with me the _prpposed revised resolution. He read it to me over the telephone, and what he read was another revision of the Ta!t resolution eliminating •unrestricted immi6ration" and substituting the word "constitute• for areconstitute." He argued that no nation bad unrestricted immigration and ths.t if the Jews had a state of their own they would not accept such a principle. To meet his suggestion, I suggestion that the sentence should read •in order to give refuge to millions or J' ewish men, women and children• (instead or men, women and children) •..• ••e call for the opening _or Palestine to their unrestricted i::.mi6-ration" (inst ad or to unrestricted immigr~tion.) He also announced for the first time the intention of the Resolutions Cocmittee to include in the resolution a condemnation or the President because or his failure to insist that t.~e mandatory of Palestine should carry out the provisions of the Balfour Declaration in its Usndate while he pretends to sup~ort them. I urged Mr. Dulles not to include the.t sentence as it was unnecessary and provocative. His reply was t."lat that was not the concern of us, but of the Republican Party. This was not a resolution r.hich the Zionists were adopting, but v.hich the ?~publican Party was ado~ting and that it was their right to express themselves on the \·,eaknesses of the present Administration if tr..ey so wished. 

The draft of the resolution as submitted b ' i1r. Dulles over the telephone ~ond~y morning is a~pended here as Exhibit G. 

This was the situation as of Monday evening . The Resolutions Co::.ruttee and the Dre.fting CowDittee n.et to t:i.e early hours of Tue3da.y morning. Towa.rds the close of its long c:elibera.tions on the ?la.tform, t he Palestine plank ccune u~ for discussion and here strenuous O)~osition developed to the resolution at the hands of Senator Danaher of Conn .• ,;ho wat1 opposed t :_, the •co~:imon-:;es.lthA clause and also to our telling Great Eritain wh~t to d~ in a c~tter Khich really did not concern us. Senator D~naher was a ~roblem to us in ~ashington. ~s a result of his obj ections, our plank w~s t&bled, ::.nd as of Tuesday morning th .• e was no resoiution on Palestine to be included in t he Platform. (This information was conveyed to us early Tuesday morning by Attorney Gener~l Goldstein.) 

On Tues.~i.: .. y morning, · the en.tire Resolutions Co_,,mitt :.·e reconvened at ten o1 cbck. I got in touch with hlr. Bro~nell and ~~?rised him of the situation. P.e said th ... t he would ~et in touch L.medi~tely with their sup.)orters on the llesolutions Committee. We telephoned ab-~,ut extensively to members of the Resolutions Co.umittee whom we believed to be our friends. The situation lined itself up as follows= te could have a resolution such as was shown to us by 3enator Taft pasGed, but this would exclude any reference to ~comnon~Galth• and wru.ld endanger our ?OSition in Congress; or we could ask that no resolution at all on Palestine be introduced. In s;.ite of the opposition rhich had developed, I felt that our position in the gene al political pictufe was strong, that the Republican Party leaders lcne ;·; that it was worthwhile to consider the desires or the Jewish citizens of America. I therefore took the cha.nee and the responsibility to notify Senator Tart tru.:..t unless the term •commonwealth• were included in the resolution, I pre£erred that no resolution at all be adopted. I dictated aletter to him which I sent down with Ur. Leo Sack around 10:SO Tuesday morning. It is herewith a"J;>ended as 
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Exhibit H. 

At noori, I went down to the Hotel Stevens where t."rie Resolutions CoI!lIDi ttee 
w~s in session. Shortly after I arrived, the Resolutions Committee adjourned 
its meeting. ITe were then apprised that our resolu~ion came up for discussion, 
that Senator Danaher had O?posed it, that Alfred Landon of Kansas, Mi .:3s Mar-J 
Donlon, Mr. McCa:ffer of New York and others spoke enthusiastically for it 
~nd that the Resolutions Conmittee a~Jroved of it and authorized the D~ting 
Committee to ma~e the final revisions which would meet some of the objections 
raised. 

At three o'clock, Senator Taft gave us the final draft of t he resolution 
Khich is aJpended as Exhibit I. 
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EXHIBIT •4• 

Draft or plank by Llr. Harman Shulman submitted to 
Senator Taft. 

In this most tragic hour for the Jewish people of Europe, 

of whom millions of innocent men, wocen and children have been 

brutally massacred by the Nazis, we favor the taking of k.mediate 

and effective measures to rescue those who still survive, and in 

accordance with t.~e traditional American policy we call for the 

opening of the doors or Palestine to the free entry of Jews 

into that country and for the granting to them of full op9ortunity 

for colonization and settlement so that Palestine may be reconstituted 

as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth, 1n which all its 

inhabitants shall enjoy religious, cultural and civic equality, 

and in which the holy places, a heritage to z:iankind, will be 

fully safeguarded. 
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EIHIBIT "C• 

Substitute draft prepared by Miss Mary Donlon 

In crder to give re.tuge to millions ot Jewish 

people driven fiom their homes by tyranny, we call £or the 

opening or the doors ot Palestine to the entry of Jews 

into that country and tor the granting to them of 

opportunity for colonization and settlement. r- ····· 
t· ······· 

·····-· 
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EXHIBIT "D" 

Revised Dr~ft By Senator Robert A. Taft - ;iven to 
Mr. Leo Sack on June 25, 1944 

PALESTINE 
In order to give refuge to mil.lions of distressed men, · 

. 
women and children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call 

for the opening or Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration 

and lard own rship and the eotablishment in Palestine of a 

nutional home for the Jewish people, all in accord with the full 

intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the 

resolution of Congress · ado~ted in 1922. We call on the 

President to insist that the mandatory of Palestine carry out the 

provisions or the Balfour"Declaration contained in its Mandate. 
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EXHIBIT •g• 

Dr. Silver's revised draft to Senator Taft 
Submitted Monday morning, June 26 

In order to give refuge to millions or distressed men, 

women and children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call for 

the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and 

land ownership, so that the Jewish people may, in accordance 

with the full intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration 

of 1917 and the resolution of Congress adopted in 1922, 

reconstitute Palestine as a free 6lld democratic commonwealth. 

Tie call on the President to insist that the mandatory or 

Palestine carry out the provisions of the Bal.four Declaration 

and of the Mandate. 
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EXHIBIT "F• 

.• Letter sent by Dr. Silver to Senator Taft enclosing 

revis.ed draft. 

Ron. Robert A. Taft 
Stevens Hotel 
Chicago, Ill. 

My dear Sen~tor Taftt 

June 26, 1944 

I am enclosing herewith the revised draft which 

I think meets the objections which have been raised, and 

at the same time does not do harm to the chances of the 

resolutions still pending ill Congress. I 6Jll following 

closely the draft which you gave to Mr. Sack last night. 

I 6Jll still of the opinion that the original draft 

which I sent you some time ago is the one which most 

ade~uetely ~eets the sitWltion and will arouse the greatest 

satisfaction among our people. However, use your own good 

judgment 6.S to which of the two should be adopted. 

I am profoundly grateful to you for your continued 

and loyal interest in this great cause. 

AHStBP 
Encs. 

~ost cordially yours, 

Dr . .Abba. Hillel Silver 



(:::~ . 
. .. . . . 
1 ··· 

EXHIBIT "G• 

Draft of Resolution submitted by Mr. Dulles to Dr. Silver at 12145 P.M. - June 26. 

In order to give refuge to millions ot distressed .Jewish 
men, women and children driven from their homes b-.1 tyranny, we call 

' tor the opening or Palestine to their unrestricted immigration and 
land ownership, so that the Jewish people may, in accordance with the 
full intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the 
resolution of the (Republican) Congress adopted in 1922, constitute 
Palestine as a free and democratic commonwealth. We donctemn the 
failure of t he President to insist that the mandatory or Palestine 
carry out the provisions of the Balfour Declaration and of the 
J.iandate while he pretends to support them. 

,. 

,. 

•· 
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EXHIBIT "H• 

Letter sent by Dr. Silver to Senator Taft on June 27. 

Hon. Robert A. Ta.ft 
Stevens Hotel 
Chicago, Ill. 

My dear Senato..- Taf'ta 

June 27 1 1944 

I have been informed that there has developed in the drafting 
committee certain op~osition to the inclusion or the term commonwealth. 

I think it will be a serious mistake to drop the term, inasmuch 
as it would pr~ctically ma~e the resolution valueless. It would aleo serve 
notice that the Republican Party has officially declared itself' against the 
resolution which you introduced in the Senate and ~hich is no~ pending, 
which resolution embodies the true aspir&tions of the Jewish people and the 
only practic~l solution for the salvation of several million of our oppressed 
;>eo;,le and for the age-old tra6edy of Jenish nation&l homelensness. The 
revised plank, therefore, far from being a welcome endorsement of Jewish 
aspir.::~tions would, indeed, be a whittling down and b. repudiation. 

I do not believe that the objection of one or two people 
ought to be sufficient to force a revision of t he plank to which Governor 
Dewey and many of the foremost leaders of t he Party have given their 
W1~u.alified a~Jroval. If it is sufficient, then I would like to request 
th .... t no plank on Pulestina whatsoever be included in the platform. 
A~~inst the ~resent political backgroW1d here c.Ild abroad, a plank which 
calls for less than a commonwealth is a defe~t. 

The A~::erican Jewish Conference, meeting last September in 
New York and representing organized 11flerican Jewry, voted almost 
w-umimously for a Jewish co1.1monweal th. 

A11S1BP 

I send you my warmest greetings. 

hlost corditlly yours, 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

P.S. You may reach me at t he above address (Plaza 1000) all morning. 

A.H.S. 
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EXHIBIT •I• -

Final draft or Pales tine Resolution -;,hich was included in 
the Republican Platform. 

In ~rder to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, women 

and children driven from their homes b:t tyranny, we call tor the apening 

of Palestine to their unrestricted immigration and land ownership, so that in 

accordance with the :run intent and purpose or the Balfour Declaration or 

1917 and the Resolution of a Republican Co11g11Tess in 1922, Palestine may be 

constituted as a free and democratic Commonwealth. ne condemn the failure 

or the President to insist that the mandatory of Palestine carry out the 
of 

provision of the Balfour Declaration and/the· Mandate while he pretends to 

support them. 
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The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

CONFIDlDl'?IAL I MEMORANDUM 
Augu.s t 7, 194? 

.American Section of the keau.tive 

r 
f 
r.·. 

FROM: Arthur Lourie 

I am enclosing herewith copies of talks Major Comay had with 

General Smuts, July .24, 1947, a.nd Mr. Hofmeyr, Jul7 31, 1947. 

• 

encls. 




