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ST A TE BANK of the LI. S. S. R. 



The 9 /0 RAILWAY BOND _. LOAN 
OF 1927 



. , ·~ The · 1st Standard Printing Office, 
M Jscow, Piatnitzkaja, 71. Order ,Ng 5843. 
Circulition 5.000." Mo gooblit M 434. 



The 9 6/ 0 Railway Bond Loan of 1927, guaran­
teed by the Government of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, is issued by the People' " 
Commissariat of Ways of Communication, by 
virtu.e of a decree of the Central Executh·e 
Committee and of the Council of People's 
Commissars of the USSR, of October 1st, 1927, 
and has for its object to increase fund designa 
ted for railway construction. 

CONDITIONS OF THE LOAN 

1) The loan is issued to the amount of ~her 
vonetz 6 000 00J (:S30 870 000), in 60 series of 
Cher\ onetz I 00 000 each ( ~514 500), and in bond~ 
of denominations of Chervonetz 10 ( 851.45), Cher­
vonetz 25 (8128.62), Chervonetz 50 (S257.25J, 
and Chervonetz 100 ($514.50). 

2) The loan is issued from September t t 
1927, and its redemption will be finally completed 
on September 1st, 1934. Redemption takes p1a(e 
t\\ire annually, on March 1st and September 1 t 
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of each year, begin ,1ing on March 1st, 19~9. 
Five series of the loan, amounting to Chervon­
e tz 500 000, will be redeemed on each of the 
aid dates. The number of the series to be re­

deemed will be determined by amortization 
drawings to take place on'"" month before the 

; i • respective date of redemption. The redemption 
• of the loan will take place according to the 
following plan: 

Date of Rcdemp- Am unt Amount to be 
tion Redeemed ~cdcemed 

March 1st, 1929 Chervonetz 500 000 Chrrvonetz 5 500 000 
epL l t, 1929 1000000 fl 5 000 000 

March 1st, 19,30 1500000 ,1 4 500 000 
Sept. 1st, 19,30 ,i :1000 00 ,, 4 000 000 
March 1st, 1931 '2 500000 3 500 000 

ept. 1st, 1931 ,,, 3 000 000 3 OOJ 000 
March 1st, 19.1;2 3 500 000 ,J 2 500000 
S"'pt. 1st, 19.32 4 000 000 ,J 2 000 000 
March 1st, 19 33 • 4 500 000 • H 1500 000 
Sept. 1st, 1933 5000000 1000000 
Match 1st, 1934 5 500 000 500 000 
Sept. l t, 1934 G 000000 • 

3) lntere t is payable on bonds of the loan 
at the rate of 9 °/0 per annum from date of is 
ue. The· pa} ment of interest takes place once 

every 3 months on coupons due March 1st, June 
1st, September 1st. and December 1st, beginning 
with December 1st, 1927. 
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4) The ·holder of rede med bonds are ·paid 
the nomin·a1 value of same as indicated above. 

5) The payment of due coupons and of 
redeemed bond i effected within the boundar­
ies of the USSR by the State Bank of the 
USSR,. and abroad, by specially authorized cor­
respondents thereof. Such coupon are also accept­
ed as payment at all railway booking office . 

6) The bond of the loan may be freely 
old and ptedcred and are accepted as securitv 

on tate contract and deliverie , as well a 
for deferred payment. of exci e and custom~ 
duties. 

7) The bonds of the loan and income thereon 
are exempt from every kind of general and loc­
al tax and duties. • ; 

8) All claims concerning payment of coupon,. 
and redeemed bonds must be made during a 
period of 10 years from the date when respect­
ive payment shall have become due. 

9) Payment of intere t and redemption of 
bond of this loan circulating abroad, and bear-.: 
ing the certificate of the State Bank of , the 
USSR, is effected in the country where payment 
is made, on the basis of the gold parjty of 
the chervonetz ( one chervonetz contains 7.14231 

O'rams of fine gold and equals 5.14s dollars.) 
10) The loan i , issued at 98 per cent anct 

wm be redeemed at it nominal value. • 1 



An analysis of the condition on which the 
9 °/0 Railway Loan i issued result in the fol­
l owing conclusions. 

Taking into consideration all recently issued 
loans, both in the USSR, a well as in other 
countries, this loan i i ued for the shortest 
term of year . On the other hand, the conditions 
of thi loan do not provide for it retirement 
prior to maturity. These two condition 
are decidedly favourable for the holders 
of the loan. Invested capital is on the one hand 
not tied up for too long a period (average -
41/, years) and on the other, secured against 
premature and unexpected release. The payment 
of interest on this loan, four times annually, 
i in it elf an actual increa e in the revenue 
of thi loan, as the frequent payment of inter­
e t on. due coupon increase the revenue of 
the loan by 0.4 °/0 • . For small holders of the 
loan, to whom intere t thereon con titute a 
supplementary source of income, this system of 
payment of interest is doubtle s of actual value. 

Further, it is neces ary to point out that the 
i ue rate of 98 per cent, pointed out in Para­
crraph 10, is decreased to 95 per cent. The State 
Bank of the USSR, which receives special terms, 
i able to offer purcha ers of bonds a bonu ~ 
to the amount of 3 roubles on every 100 
rouble bond. 
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A comparison of th redemption plan with 
the actual pure ha e price thu • how further 
advantages for bondholders of the 9 °/0 Railway 
Bond Loan. 

The redemption of the bo 1ds of thi loan 
will commence on March 1st, 1929. This is 11/ 2 
year from the i sue dat . The bondholder i 
thu in a po ition,. commencing with this date, 
to realise the difference between the purcha e 
price and the nominal valu . Sin e redemption 
of the loan will commence on March 1st, 1929 
and will be prolonged over the following 51/ 2 
year , the average chance of being r deemed 
i 2:1; 4 years., Adding to this the 11/ 2 years 
during which redemption of the loan doe not 
commence,. the holder of the bond ha an aver­
age chance to receive the nominal value of 
the bond after 41/, years (23/4 + ll/2). The bond­
holder may thus receive an additional revenue 
of 5 roubles on the average after 41/, year , 
making 1.18 °/0 annually. 

A ummary of the revenue off red by this 
loan shows the following: 
0 / 0 "n invc ted capital (9 rouble on 9:-) . . . . . 9.47 
-0 '0 from further invc ted receipts on coupon · . . . 0.4 
Difference betw 1 en p 1.1rcha e pric and nominal value 1.18 

Total ) early r enu on b nd of luan - 11.05 11/ 1! 

The arrangement for due coupon and redeem­
ed · bond payment which . ha been pointed 



out above, .makes it possible for the holder of 
bonds to rel:eive urns due on thi loan not 
only from specially authorized correspondents 
of the State Bank, but al o at a tated address, 
or by transfer from any bank at the expressed 
desire of the holder, To receive such payment 
it is sufficient for the 1atter to mail coupon 
or redeemed bonds to the State Bank of the 
USSR,. with a corresponding request. The latter 
will without delay arrange the transfer of money 
in accordance with instructions received. 

~ The exemption of capital and income of the 
bonds of this loan from every kind of govern ­
ment or Ioc·al tax or duties constitutes a decid­
ed advantage to bondholders of this loan. 
This privilege is common to all Soviet loan . 

The establishing, of a 10 year period for the 
payment of due coupons and redeemed bonds 
gives th.i loan an exceptional character. In gen­
eral, this period doe not exceed 3 years.. The 
9°/0 Railway Loan is the only firm income loan 
with a 10 year term for redemption claims in-
tead of the cu tomary 3 year period. 
The fact that the certificate of the State Bank 

of the USSR i printed directly on the bonds 
of the loan, and not in the form of a separate 
supplement ~ to the bond, is obviously of great 
convenience to bondholders. Loss of the certi­
ficate might otherwise result in great dif[cult-
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ie for foreig11 hoider • of th loan, wh 11 pay: 
ment is made in for ign currency. 

The pri r1tina of the c rtifi ate of the State 
Bank on the bond al o carrie with it obliga­
tions, although the loan i covered by a Gov­
ernment guarantee. The ~ignificance of the 
certificate lie in the fact that in view of the 
'Ontract between the Stat Bank of the USSR 
and the Commi:s ariat of Way of Con1111u11ica• 
tion, all sum reali ed by the latt r are depo it-­
d in the State Bank, which handl ~ th xpend­

itufe account of the Cammi ariat of Way 
f Communication. Under the e circum tance , 

the State Bank has on hand a ecurity asily 
realisable and guaranteeing the regular payment 
f intere t a well as of bond redemption. Thi: 
ecurity i all the more real sin e the r venue 

lf the railways of the USSR by far exceed it: 
expenditure. Such an excess has been r gister• 
cd during a "Ucce siv · period of vear. .. , a i~ 
. een by the followin table: 

lY22-23 
1923-24 
192-1-25 : 
1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 

Gro Income Cuo Xfh.ndituF • .lear 

. (in million roubles) 
372.l 
691.8 
~J53.6 

1365.7 
1555.3 
1706.5; 
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3H.2 
665.5 
796.6 

118-l.8 
1.10.~.o 
l-!06 0 

Profit · 

-1.1 
26 .. 3 

157.0 
180.9 
250.: 
~J0.5 



The figures for 1927-28 are act:ording to Estim­
ate'. 

The development of cargo movement is char­
acterized by the following data: 

l913 

1921 ... 22 
1922-2,3 
1923-24 
192-1-25 
1925-20 
1926-27* 
1927-28 _1 ·~ 

Amt. cargo transported 
(mill. tons) 

15~.2 

39.9 
58.0 
67.5 
83.5 

116.7 ~ 

136.6 
150 .. 6 

Freight Rnn • 
(milliard tous-

kitometer:)) 

76.R 

16.1 
23.f> 
33.7 
47.--l 
69.1 
83.fi 
91.8 

The growth oi the average freight run is called 
forth by the necessity to transport several types 
of heavy freight greater di stances (coal to the 
Baltic Sea instead of importing same), and the 
increased goods turnover with Siberia. In spite 
of this growth, the net of railways of the USSR 
is not o overcharged as was the case in pre­
war · times. Some of the roads are however very 
heavily loaded and require an increase in carry­
ing capacity or the building of new lines. 

The freight ~urnover is similar in its makeup to 
that ?f pre-war times. A ten~ency similar ~o that 

* for 192&-27 thta i preliminary 
** for 1 Y27-28 dat:1 per Estimate 
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of pr -war time of a rrrowth in industrial cargo 
may be remarked. 

The railwa n t of th US R and it track 
length exceed that of pr war, notwith tanding 
a d crea e of about 11 000 kilom t r which 
following the war to th r with certain t rritory, 
cea ed to be part of the USSR. DurinO' the World 
War and th Revolution, a erie f line tart d 
during the fir~t year of th war w re complet-
d. Among the e lin are to be found uch 

important lin a Kazan- \ erdlo k (form rly 
Ekaterinburg) and a numb r of r ad through 
the Ural , Siberia and Central A ia. Du to 
thi we hav a net of tra k coverin in round 
figur 75.5 thou and kilom er , while in 1913, 
pr -war Ru ia had onl 70. thou and kilom t­
er . 

S veral thou and kilometer of road ar now 
being con tructed and in 1926-27 o important 
a line a the Turke tan-Sib rian wa comm ne­
ed. A rie of road 0 1 the gr ate t conomic 
importance, a the trunk line conne tin the 
Don tz Ba in with Mo cow, the Volga with 
the Azov S a (Saratov-Mill rovo ), tc., will b 
on tructed in turn. 



STATE BANI( . 

OF THE UIIIOI OF sonrr SOCWJff IIPUBLl<S 

CERTIFICATE 
The State Bank of the USSR hereby andertak• 

to pay the coupon• of this bend and the nomlnal 
value of the latter wllen redeemed, In the currency 
of the couatry where paymeilt Is made on the buts 
of the pld parity of tH Cltervonetz. One Cher­
vonetz contalu 7.1'234 ~ of fine gold and 
equal IS.m. 

Board oJ thl Stote &11• of th~ USSR: 

71'UPJl,ODld ■ HHIITDOl&Dld ■Pi.llTa.lMITIO■ C CDP 

&UB IIOr&_..... Hl■l 

nora.t1111e !Mlli.d .,..,1141h1ts •fTUI I z ,..,po111r 1i, Ill S00.000 
'ltplOllql'& u.111i, IIG'lllllll.ll C I J!IOJlft t,2~ raid II 1011,a, 

I rtN'Tll6p11 19314 1'1!11. 

Ro D6nM11111u1 mua JN1U1C111tTCa c• ilH■ u1yra , ,. NMJo■•x. 

YuGT!l apoqellftll 1po11noitt11'l'II 'Ill .... TIil! ■CTHIIIM J!lrl'IIJl• 

• llflGIIM, C)ll'IN I ,.CIPTG. I ...... ' ,m•iP,I • \ "ollp■, 
,ia•11,w l ku6P11 1121 r . 

CpOI 8/111 ll'811MIMIUI I •III.Uffll q1011n• 11 18' U • 'I'll,.. 

lonb( HJIII Di,,11n1 ■Ii ~M'IOM'l'I:■ 'fttlAf"ffl ll i. (' 111 11 '141l"1• 

IUltllllll r.pown 'IJM!IIGJ M. C,OU! • l'Cll!l NH Q4.lllflllljllli , 

PU■ ... .,._ lll■■nffl ., Tai JAA_J ce■r••··· 1,1 
■aALIJl'DI II ftS Nna■■PT ■r n• , ••• 

'l"fle l'!dt11pllon ol lhe loan it df«tNI ., MNns 11 P t . all! rlllllltlOW 
llralihtp a111ounlh11 lo 500,000 Cher OMla ,ad,. ._.V nnlnr fro• 
.llcartll ht, 1929 and ending OIi Sepli■w hi, 19:1' •. 

Llllereat 11 paroble al Ille rat ti 9•~ ptr 01n1u■ h11111 "" ctdl r Ille 
l1tue •F lhe loa11, The l)GJINIII ti lnl1rt1I la• plncP l'\' ry lllr 11tOnll11 

on COUftn■ due Marrh I.,. JIM UI. ~pl•••r ' I o.nd • r "'· 
,'ltfla11ll'lf lt'illl III r hi, 1911. 

All clal .. ro11cemlJir pa, ..... , CMJOH Md bond1 yl\l II hGV \uft 
redttma1 11v I •• ,11rh1f • ,ulod .r \en vec1n fro• tlle ute 
lillea lhl rtlpedlvt f4l,mu1a lh4ll b4 ' MCOIN dllt. 

loft •ON•t11•1 kA& 

lf of redt•Pllon •f 
tt1e lou. 

1 ,IIIOJ"O (~rth 1 l) \ !129 
I «14T. ( . pl 1 t) 1929 
1 ••PTA (Jllarrh I 11) 1930 
1 ttNT, (Sf-pl. t I) 1 !)30 
I ••PH (..llar(II I I) 1931 
I mn-. (Sepl. hi) t!l31 
I ••lml (JI\Grth hi) 1'32 
I Ulff. (StJI. h1) \93? 
I ••""1 (.Ma.rdl I t) I 933 
I l'tNT. ( ' pl. 1 I) 1933 
I APTII (.al rdt Ill) 1931• 

I wn (Stpl I al) I 93'e 

noro.r1tltQ1 
'IQCTI. :tali.Ila, 

Amov■ I ,... .... .... ~ 
500.tOO 

1.000.000 
UH.000 
z.000.000 
U00.000 
3.000.000 
3.SOl.000 
uouoo 
U00.000 
S.000.000 
S.S00.000 
1.000.000 

KP11ore•t1111•• 
KT'll1'tll MIUIO 

AINVnl 
"11\ondlnf, 
'kfa - ...... 

S.S00.000 
S.000.000 
4.S00.000 
t, .000.000 
J.SOO.tlOO 

.J.000.UOO 
?.S00.000 
Z.000.000 
t . .S00.000 
1.000.000 

S00.000 



Union of Soviet Socialist Republios 

9f RilLWJ..Y BOID LOil OY 1927. 

Authority. - !he Loan is issued b7 the People's Commissariat ot W&JS 

of Communication b7 virtue of a deoree of the Counoil of People's 

Commissaries of the u.s.s.a. of October l, 192?, and is guaranteed by 

the Soviet Government. 

Bature ot Issue. - !he nominal prinoipal amou:nt of the loan is 6,000,000 

chervontzi ( equiT&lent to tzo, STO, 000). fhe bonds are ottered at 95 

and interest. Bo public offering is being ma.de outside of the u.s.s.a., 

but subscription oan be ma.de either direct to the State Bank of the 

u.s.s.R., Kosoow, or throu.gh certain correspondents ot the bank abroad. 

J4atu.rity. - September l, 1934. 

Pu.rRose of Iaaue. - !o inoreaae the resouroea intended for railway 

conatruot.ion. 

Intere■t. - 9~ per ~nDD■ payable qu.arterl.7 cCIJlmenoing Sept. 1 on ll&roh, 

June, Sept. and Dec. l. (ii'l.tere ■t coupons call for panent in rubles 

and copeoks. 100 oopeoks • 1 ruble. 10 rubles• 1 chervonetz). 

PaJJD,ent of matured ooupons and redeemed bonds may be etteoted at 

all offices ot the State Bank of the u.s.s.R. and its oorrespondents. 

Payment■ .Abroad. - Bonds of this issue subsoribed for outside of the 

u.s.s.R. are tu.rniahed with a apeoial oertitioate of the State Jank 

ot the u.s.s.R. guaraateeing to pay the ooupone and redeemed bond■ in 

the ou.rrenoy of the oount17 of the holder on the ba11a of the gol4 

paritJ' ot the oherTonetz. One ohenonetz oontain■ 7.742k grama of 

fine gold and equals f5.145. By speoial arrangements made with the . 

banks mentioned payment may be obtained in the ourreno7 ot the 001U1tr7 -

in Berlin at the Deutaohe Bank and Garanti• und Xredi t :Ba.ilk :tu.r den 
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Osten; and in London at Llo7d8 :Bank Ltd., Jlidla.nd Bank, Ltd., Jloaoow 

Baroclny Bank and Bank for Russian Tra~. 

Similar arrangement■ are being made with other bank&. 

Price. - 95 and intereat per 100. 

Denomination■ . - Coupon bonds payable to bearer in denomillationa of 

10, 25, 50 and 100 cher'fonetz each ( l.45, 128.62, 257.25 and 514.50 

respeotivaly). 

I■aue. - 6,000,000 chervon •1 in 60 series of 100,000 chenontzi each. 

Redeemable. - 5 series of the loan amountj.p.& to 500,000 chenontzi 

are to be redeeaed at par on eaohJlaroh land September l beginni~ 

March 1, 1929, by drawing■ held one mont b fore the redemption date. 

Schedule of outstanding .blounta: 

Sept. 1, 192'1 
Jl&:roh 1, 192i 
Sept. 1, 1929 
Karch 1, 19ZO 
Sept. l, 1910 
Jl&rch l, 19Zl 
Sept. l, 19Zl 
Jlaroh 1, 19Z2 
Sept. l, l9Z2 
Jlaroh l, l9ZZ 
Sept. l, 1911 
)la;roh l, 19M. 
Sept. 1, 19k 

Chervonts1 
6,000,000 
5,500,000 
6,000,000 
4, DOO, 000 
,,000,000 
3,~00,000 
z,000,000 
2,500,000 
2,000,000 
1,500,000 
1,000,000 

500,000 -
:Pre■cription. - ill olaimB oonoernilig pa,ment of cou.pon■ and redeemed 

bond■ mu.st be mad within a period of 10 years from the due date ot 

paym nt. 
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fax lxemEt• Principal and interest are exempt from every kind of 
general and looal taxes and duties within the u.s.s.R. 

Marketability. - The State Bank of the u.~.S.R. has announced that 
it wou.ld repurchase bonds beariJl8 its speoial oertiticate making 

them payable in dollars or other forGign curr6uoy whenever offered 
to it and without limitation aa to amount at the then ourrent price 
guoted on the Moscow Stock Exchange and effect payment therefor 

in dollare in Hew York. Arrangements have been ma.de with bank& 
in London and Berlin tor repurchase or the bonds when offered in 
aey am.ount for payment in the respective ourrenoies. 

Bonds of this loan may be freely sol~ nd ~led.gad in the a.s.s.R. 
and are aooepted as security tor S:tate and deliveries and 
also as security for de~erred payments and customs dutiea. 

llatured ooupons are aooe:pted tor payments by all railway book­
ing offices in the u.s.s.R. 
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AFTER FIVE DAY RETUR 'l'O 

Cleveland, ObJo "10--'1 c/ ~ ck -
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Da. EaNEST L. TALBEaT, 
Presidetd 
University of Cincinnati 

REV. THOMAS I. REILLY, s. J., 
Vice-PrendeMt 
St. Xavier College 

Da. AaaAHAM CaoNBACH, 
Scrretary 
Hebrew Union College 

WILLIAM s. KELLER, M. D., 
Treas14,rer 
65 Groton Bldg. 

PEACE HEROES MEMORIAL SOCIETY 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

.... 2!5 

We acknowledge, with much pleasure, 

the receipt of one dollar in payment of dues 

to our organization for a period terminating 

three years from the present date. We are 

happy to welcome you into our fellowship and 

hope to have the benefit of your counsel and 

co-operation~ 

Most cordially yours, 

COMl\IITTEES 

Miss M. Eo1TH CAMPBELL, 
Chairman 
Mrmorial Records 

Mus ]JtNNIE D. Ponu, 
Chairman 
Transportation 

Da. GEORGE A. HEDGER, 
Chairman 
Extension and Publicity 

RABBI ]AMES G. HELLER, 
Chairman 
Program and Music 

~1~1~ 
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lab'bi .l~ba Billal Sil-Yer 
'fhe Teaple 
lle~elu4, o. 

Dear It.bbl Sil r: 

llr. Slmoa Glasner 
o/o ne1a 
13'1 lf. 119th St. 
Bew Tork Cl\1 

In Vie ot ha 1'1.ag to leave he 
Uat.\ed 8\&\e !l 1' r1 ahor\q, zw \em of 1v.,1ng here 
exp1re4, I Yenture • in to 1 \ you 1n order \o 
red. ,ou ot \b -• ot I bbl Olaaa r•• famil7 re­
pMillg Which I have .pokea \o JOIL• 

I '°ula b• ex\re 11 iZ'&\etul io ,011. 
it 7ou will s1•• rq r•1••1 ·-,ou,: klnd at Dt1oa, ad 
I am sure tmt 10u will d.o wb&\e'f r s 1 l• tor the 
tamlq of m, t \ r, th• lat bbb1 Glasnar. 

Ill ... ,Joseph l3aron4-a, of Bew York ha 
1a\er•l•4 himaelt iln the oaae and bR. agr ec1 \o 
a ccep\ all oontri ut 1ona to 4 th1 • au • 

,. 
I 
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,jz r ,nu(y oj,) lh~ lr~1~ 

;-!/t,"l,~'l'P-71-d f/loc/o, • t~~r,nuu h · 1/4)~).Joh,n 

??'o l;;/4i{y nrkl1011•~4?M 

t'yoa/JU ~f?td M;/t,rfJ./4-~on o/4;Y'7npnl1y 







Irina Kraft 
Author and Lecturer 

Organiz r of the Internati nal 
Playhous , M mber f the ociete 
Internationale f Pari , Me1nb r of 
th Advis ry Board f the Prov-­
incet wn Playh u , th Ex cutiv 
Board of th Civic R pert ry 
Th atre. 

Author f "Play , Player , Play-­
hou e - r nt rnati nal Dran1a f 

Today," "Th P w r f Purim and 0th r Play ," "Silk," 
"Peopl of th Night," "Bord rland ," etc. 

Contributing corr spond nt to The Daily Telegraph, L n-­
don; The ]ewi h Chronicle, London; and the Central Pre 
A ociation of An1 rica. 

LECTURE TOPICS 

"I TER TI0N L DR MA" 
•• T lED I TERVI w ,. 

"EUGE ILL" 
''M R EL PR U T'' 
"TH M H ROY" 

R C " 
"LIFT! HE IL I YPT" 

•• THEW RLD J W" 

"THE REBIRTH o~ THE JEWI H W M 
T L I~R CE" 

MIL LUDWI : " 

''THE TRE D FM 
"FR M IB E 

D Y" 
LITERATURE'' 

• EILL" 

LECTURES ALREADY DELIVERED IN 

LO DO , PALE TI , IR , P RI , RK IT , 

PHILADELPHI , B T , B LTI R , L L D, 

CI CI TI , M TR L, RK, T. 

DRAMA GROUPS IN 

EW YORK, EWARK, BO TO , WHIT PL I -. w R H LLE 

ATLA TI CITY, PHIL LPHI , T . [ R] 



BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 
Irma Kraft has for years been concerned with literature and the theatre. Her 

first play produced in Wheeling, W. Va., at the age of eighteen, had a succe sful run 
with a Liebler Stock Co. Her second, written in collaboration with Frank Mandel, 
"Silk"- sold to Klaw & Erlanger. ince that time she has organized "The Inter­
national Playhouse, .. produced "The Bridge of Distances" at the Moro co Theatre 
and written "Second Sight," the epic of an American boy. Miss Kraft lived abroad 
for four years during which time she was ent on several occasions for a ur ey 
of the theatres of Europe. She was the representative of the Jewish Chronicle in 
Palestine and Egypt; Press Representative to the International uff rage Conference 
in Rome and to the University Woman's Conference in Christiana. Hence her 
knowledge of International theatre and other conditions is gained from fir t hand 
contacts. Her book on International Drama- "Plays, Players, Playhouse , .. 
published by George Dobsevage, 11 West 42nd Street, is available at all book­
stores. She is at present concerned with many of the important theatre movements 
of New York City and is the author of much dramatic critici m. 

~ 

PRESS COMMENTS 
From "The Philadelphia Public Ledger" 

"Irma Kraft spoke to a packed house last night on The ew Viewpoint in 
Drama. She is best known perhaps as the founder of the International Playhou e. 
But as author and lecturer she has traveled the world over. A keen observer, she 
has not only become thoroughly acquainted with world topics in general, but has 
given particular attention to Modern Drama and its problems ... 
From the N. Y "Times" 

... If Barrie had tried to write "Peter Pan .. in a College Class Room it would have been up­
pressed by the cut-and-dried teachers of drama because it did not follow the old ideas,· Irma Kraft , founder of the International Playhouse of New York, said at the Round Table discussion of college dramatics at the Conference on the Drama at Yale University today ... 
From "Canton Repository" 

'"Experimental Theatres are the hope of the Drama; declared Irma Kraft in an address to 
the College Club today. Miss Kraft plans to go abroad in the Spring to study Russian Drama under the Soviet Regime and to Salzburg for the Drama Festival under Max Reinhardt . Later on she will go to the Drama Conference at Oxford University, where 'Recent Continental Drama' will be the Round Table Discussion." 

From "The London Daily Graphic" 
"The article which appeared in the Daily Graphic yesterday, entitled 'A Frank Talk to Our Timorous Women,· by Irma Kraft, a well known American journalist, has attracted so much attention that we have invited Miss Rebecca West to reply to it. 
"According to Irma Kraft, British women remain in a state. of comparative subjection, due 

to sex jealousy which still plays a potent part in the affairs of life in spite of the franchise and what is termed emancipation." 

From "The Newark News" 
"'Broadway is sick of cheap sex plays and sophisticated cynicisms and today is reverting to an epoch when decency and purity are regarded with tremendous seriousness,· Irma Kraft, author, journalist and critic, declared in a lecture on 'Current Plays.· " 

" The New York Theatre is experiencing a wave of internationalism. One finds plays from almost every country in New York, today. Undoubtedly from internationali m comes art in its broadest sense. There can be no doubt that the American viewpoint must be broadened by this influx of colorful foreign creations." 
Irma Kraft, in The Daily Telegraph of London 

"Irma Kraft is one of the few writers who has made an intensive study of the drama of many nations-drawn from her own observation. Her impressions are not the result of mere super­ficial knowledge. They are the outcome of years of study during which time she has lived in a number of the countries of which she writes." 
The Preface of George Arliss in "Plays, Players, Playhouses"- by Irma Kraft . 

Irma Kraft Makes Contrast-
"While Jewish women of the Old World are experiencing an intellectual and religious renais­sance which will have a powerful effect upon the cultural and ethical development of the future, the Jewish women of the United States are becoming glutted with money, success and ease," 

The Gazette- Montreal, Canada 

For all particulars concerning Lectures: 

Nassau 1327 

PLEASE CONSULT 

ROXANNA WELLS LECTURE BUREAU 
745 South Centre Street 

Orange, New Jersey 
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~ principles of Democracy aa outlined by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 

1. That every citizen shsll be equal to every other citizen before the law. 

T.nat no opportunities shall by law be denied to one group, and 
granted to another. 

3. That any citizen shnll be priviledged to hold any otfic to which his 
fellow oi tizens ish to elect him and that cl tizen shall have the 

right to 

4. That political controversies shall be ettled by referendum and not 
by forco. 

. . . 
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From a sermon preached last Sukkoth at the London Great Synagogue 

By 
DR. JOSEPH HERTZ, 

Chief Rabbi of the British Empire, 
President of the Board of Governors of the London Rabbinical Seminary 

:tvlany a Jew says that he is proud of being a Jew. Thereon a renowned French co­
religionist, some years ago, remarked: • I will not say I am proud of being a Jew. I will not be 
proud of something that is not my achievement, but has come to me as a matter of birth; I would 
rather say. I am happy in my Judaism. 

Are we happy in our Judaism? Are our children happy in their Judaism? This is 
the great problem for Jewish teachers and parents to-day -- how to make our children happy in 
their Judaism. 

Now, they cannot be happy in their Judaism if they do not love it; and they cannot 
love it if they do not know it, if they are unfamiliar with Jewish ideals and Jewish teachings, with 
the triumphs and the martyrdom of the Jew thruout the ages . 

I do not for one moment underrate the difficulties of this educational task. Thus, 
until recently, there were very few books on Judaism in English, and even the cultured Jewish 
parent had no access to the Jewish knowledge requisite for this sacred purpose. 

It is only 25 years ago this Sukkoth, that the Jewish Encyclopedia began publication, 
the first organ;zed effort to place the whole content of Jewish life, thought and achievement, 
the history and literature, the religion and philosophy, the customs and institutions of the Jew, 
within range of everyone. 

I referred to this 25th anniversary of the Jewish Encyclopedia in a sister-synagogue on 
the first day of the Festival; and I gladly do so again to-day, hecause that work constitutes a 
notable milestone in our cultural history. It has led thousands of Jews to rediscover the loftiness 
of the religious civilization entrusted to Israel's care for the moral and spiritual welfare of human­
ity; and it has helped them voluntarily to identify themselves with this living Jewish civilization. 

Letter addressed to Dr. Singer 

By 

DR. ISRAEL LEVI, 
Chief Rabbi of F ranee 

Professor of Jewish History and Literature at the French Rabbinical School 

I remember well the heroic efforts you made here in Paris, more than thirty years ago , 
to bring out your Jewish Encyclopedia. Well, you were fortunate to realize that enormous en­
terprise in America to the profound satisfaction, both of the scholarly world which constantly 
uses this vast repertory as an indispensable and reliable instrument of labor, and of the cultured 
layman to whom it offers an attractive survey of the psychology and life story of the J ewi h 
people. 

Owing to your work the knowledge of Judaism has also penetrated, directly and indir­
ectly, into the widest non-) ewish circles. 

It gives me, therefore, great pleasure on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of your 
Grande Encyclopedie to render the homage that is due to them, to all those who upheld you in 
your enthusiastic endeavor -- publishers, writers, editors, and subscribers -- and to congratulate 
yourself in particular on the unshakable faith of the apostle with which you clung to your life's 
ideal. 



The late Profe or of Rabbinical Literature 
At the Univ rsity of Cambridge, England 

DR.ISRAEL ABRAHNvfS, 
Dr. Singer has done many good things in the cour e of 
his active career. Everyone is.however, agreed that it is 
as the inspirer of the Jewish Encyclopedia that he has won 
his permanent place in the history of literature. That 
master-piece has been the source from which students have 
derived their starting point in several fields of research, and 
no greater compliment than this could be paid to a work of 
reference. 

The Jewish Encyclopedia presents information to be 
found nowhere else. But above all it stands out as the ful­
lest expression of what may be termed the Jewish spirit. It 
does not merely record facts; it also illustrates a theory of 
life. 

ow, to have designed such a work, to have persisted 
in the design in spite of di couragement, to have secured 
the co-operation of hundreds of prominent scholars of vari­
ous nationalities, and to have carried through the plan to 
triumph and success -- this was one of the most significant 
accompli hments of modern times. He who dared, and so 
won, could not be an ordinary man. or does such a one 
d_eserve an ordinary eulogy. o ingle voice could do jus­
tice to the case. I am, therefore. proud to be associated in 
this paying of a long overdue debt to one who i not merely 
~ man of _ide~s, but with hi idealism combines a rare capac­
ity to brmg ideas to practical fruition. 

REV. DR. STEPHEN S. WISE, 
Rabbi, The Free Synagogue, 

President, The Jewish Institute of Religion 
ew York City. 

Dr. Singer's service to American I rael is become a 
part of American Jewish history even as his Encyclopedia 
is become an important item in the great I iterature of Israel. 

To have originated and to have edited the Jewish En­
cyclopedia was to have helped the Jews not only to be under-
tood by the world without, which up to the time of its 

appearance had an excuse for confu ing facts and fictions 
touching the Jew, but above all to have moved the Jew to a 
pride-giving, withal humbling, elf-appraisal. 

I wish that those of us who feel that we are Dr. Singer's 
dehtors might take a leaf out of hi book and a urning his 
role for a moment, plan something that would lift him above 
tho e \:orldly cares which have sat so lightly upon the 
schola.~ s ~row, o that when age come to thi "unaging 
youth , his may he an otium cum dignitate or , a Singer 
him elf would say, that the "trouhle bringer of I rael .. be 
free from troubles for the re t of hi days. 

The late I R EL ZA1 GWILL. 
The Jewish Encyclopedia , to repeat the truthful state­

'.11ent of my friend Judge Mayer ulzherger of Philadelphia, 
1 the greatest J e\\"i h achievement ince the compilation 
of the Talmud , and corresponding honor hould be paid to 
its moving pirit 

Dr. inger in dimini hng the \: orld • ignorance of 
J udai m, of J ewi h literature and histor through which 
the J e\v ish cau e uffer dail and will continue to uffer 
unle s we be tir ours Ive , ha made no mall contrihution 
to the ultimat' -,alvat,on and prestige of hi people. 

GUTZO BORGLUM 
Sculptor 

ew York City 
As originator of that piece of constructive Jewish schol­

arship, the Jewish Encyclopedia, which for all time to come 
will remain connected with his name, his people owe Dr. 
Singer a debt, I may say, without prejudice, they will never 
be able to fully repay. 

As a Gentile and an artist, I look upon his achievement 
from the angle of constructive art, in the best sense of the 
word, as the creation of a great, beautiful and lasting thing. 

And in this sense, I am bold to state that Dr Isidore 
Singer is an artist, a creative genius--for since his earliest 
manhood he has been the agent or instrument of great ideals, 
and with them, he possesses in phenomenal proportions the 
two most genuine birthmarks of genius--unquenchable en­
thusiasm and infinite patience. His Jewish Encyclopedia 
published--and this is characteristic of our great country 
with its broadness of view and religious freedom--by a Gen­
tile publishing firm, in its very conception is a work of real 
genius, a work of literary art. 

This little man, with his vast dome and sparkling eyes, 
whom I tried in my own modest way as a tribute to my 
friend, to fix in bronze as a type of J e'Ni h thinker, involun­
tarily reminds me of his great predecessors and models, 
Leihnitz and Diderot. 

The late Rabbi of Temple Beth-El, New York, 
President of the Hebrew Union College 

REV. OR. K. KOHLER 
The J ewi h Encyclopedia should be hailed as a bene­
factor, as a source of light and instruction in every Jewish 
home. How little does the Jew know of his own hi tory and 
literature! Who possesses the comprehensive knowledge 
to form a correct judgment of Jewish life and thought in all 
its relations to the world, past and present, social, intellect­
ual and religious? 

Theje ish Encyclopedia went forth at the beginning of 
a new century to mark the achievement of the emancipation 
of the Jew which was wrought by the nineteenth century. 

It sets forth his claim to recognition before the tribunal of 
the world, as no other power will do. It offers no plea or 
argument; it give ter e, incontrovertible facts. It neither 
flatters nor whitewashes the Jew, but presents him as he is 
and was, with his virtues and vices, his merits and demer­
its, his strength and his weakne es, with all his noble traits 
as well as his frailties and idio yncrasies. 

Pointing to it content , the Jew can say to his fellow­
citizens and fellow-men throughout the world . "m ny of 
you have hated me, some loved me, others ignored me, 
while most of you have simply tolerated me, but none has 
thoroughly learned to know me and see me as I am or , 

triven to put him elf in my place, to understand my rela­
tion to the social structure of which I am an integral part, 
LO the civilization in which I have played no in ignificant 
role. to the religiou and intellectual sv terns and currents 
of thought, to which I have contribu

0

ted no mean share. 
Look at thi faithful record of m life throughout the cen­
turie , and see whether, with all my shortcomings, I am not 
th re r and equal of any other race, cla or ect 



JOH HAYNES HOL 1[ 
Pastor, The Community Church 

New York City. 
I am glad to take advantage of the approaching 25th 
anniversary of the publication of the first volume of the 
Jewish Encyclopedia to send my congratulations and rev­
erent salutation to publishers and editors alike. 

The stupendous publication stands by it elf as a lanJ­
mark in the history of Jewi h scholar hip and of Judaism 
generally in America. Indeed, its importance carries far 
beyond the bounds of the Jewish world . It is a monument 
of scholarship in the eyes of all lovers of knowledge and 
takes its permanent place among the great achievements of 
learning in our time. Surely the place of Dr. inger, as 
the originator of that immortal literary master-piece, is 
secure in the long and noble list of the great scholars of 
Judaism. 

JULIAN MORGENSTERN, PH. D. 
President, Hebrew Union College 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
The twenty-fifth anniversary of the publication of the 

first volume of the Jewish Encyclopedia warrants suitable 
commemoration, for it is of more than passing interest and 
significance in the history of Jewish scholarship and likewise 
in the history of Judaism in America. 

Not only has the Jewish Encyclopedia been an invalu­
able source-book of information, but it has also given a 
mighty stimulus to added research in many directions and 
has thereby sponsored many subsequent publications of 
scientific value. It is no exaggeration to say that the Jew­
ish Encyclopedia plays in relation to modern Jewish scholar­
ship a role very similar to and commensurate with that 
which Maimonide,. 1oreh . ;ehukim played in relation to 

medieval Jewish philosophy . 
It contributed very much to the movement so notice­

able in the last two decades , of the formation of Jewish 
study classes in congregations , sisterhoods and the Council 
of Jewish Vv omen, for the study of Judaism. 

JOSEPH H. COHE , 
President, Beth Israel Hospital, 

New York City. 
The Jewish Encyclopedia has given to English-speak­

ing Jewry for the first time the opportunity to gain a thor­
ough knowledge of the whole extent of growth philosophy 
and religion, history and literature. Being only 67 years 
young and judging Dr. Singer from his past records thejew­
i h people may look forward to even greater achievements as 
he grow from strength to trength . 

J\I OLP! f Lf ~\\ ' lSOl L 
ferchant and Banker, 

t cw York City. 
I wi h to extend to Dr. Isidor Singer my heartic. t on­

gratulations. Dr. Singer has been a very acti e worker for 
the benefit of the community. By hi many cholarl ruh­
lication , he has rendered a great ervice to ciencc anJ Jud­
ai m. a writer he is forceful and accurate in his rntc­
ments. I wi h him long life and happinc s, anJ hope that 
the general community will continue to have the benefit of 
his good \\·ork for many year to come. 

DR. GEOR JE F. 100RE 
Prof s or of the History of Religion, Harvard University 

Cambridue, (ass . 
I followed the progress of the Jewish Encyclopedia 

with great intere t, and the appearance of the fir t volume 
completely dispelled any doubts I might have entertained 
about the uccess of the editors in enlisting and retaining 
competent and often eminent contributors, and in ecuring 
from them articles not only of high intrinsic merit but--a 
more difficult thing--adapted to the different, and what 
might seem incompatible, classes of readers for whom the 
-ncyclopedia was designed, and, finally, in carrying it to 

completion within an unprecedentedly brief period of years. 
I have had the Encyclopedia in my hands almost daily 

since the volumes were successively issued, and can bear 
t timony to its incalculable usefulness as a piece of learned 
apparatus. Jewish scholars, brought up in this learning, 
and Christian scholars who have come to their tudies in 
the field since the beginning of the century, may not suf­
ficiently appreciate what it was to work with even the best 
apparatus previously available. To mention only one 
f eaturc, the biographical articles made ready reference pos­
sible for names and subjects which before had to he labor­
iously and not seldom fruitlessly hunted down in collections 
not to be found in every library, and many of them long 
out of date. 

To students of the New Testament or of Church His­
tory the Encyclopedia opened sources of information other­
wise inaccessible to them; and it may perhap be added , 
the neglect of these advantage made le s excusable the 
perpetuation of many error till current among them on 
the e subjects. 

The late JACOB H. SCHIFF 
It is certain that the Jewish Encyclopedia, cremcd 

through Dr. inger's energy, will long remain a monument 
to him, and of much value to Jewish intere t and affair~ 
all over the world. 



H 
Former upreme Court Justice, 

Pre ident , The Educational Alliance. 
1 ew York City. 

o higher encomium upon his extraordinary ability 
and enterprise and his untiring and unwavering zeal in 
the cause of Judaism and of general learning can be given 
to Dr. Singer, than to say that he is the man who conceived 
and succeeded in launching and carrying that monumental 
work, the J e\\'ish Encyclopedia, to its succe sful completion. 
Res ipsa loquitur May he be spared to us for many 

ea rs of usefulness and happines . 

REV.DR H G. E ELOW 
Rabbi , Temple Emanuel. 

ew York City. 

As originator and managing editor of the Jewish Ency­
clopedia, Dr. Singer has made a unique contribution to the 
spread of Judaism and to th knowledge and better apprec­
iation of the Jewish people. His achievements have had 
the additional merit of stimulating similar works in other 
languages, such the Jewish Encyclopedia in the Russian 
language, and I. D . Eisen tein's Otzar Yisrael, thus increas­
ing greatly the benefits of his own enterprise. 

REV . DR H PEREIRA ME DES 
Rabbi Emeritus, Spanish and Portuguese Congregation 

ew York City 
Every student and lover of Jewish literature can ap­

preciate the tremendous work that Dr. Singer has done, 
is doing, and certainly will do. There is much yet for him 
to do, even in connection with the Jewish Encyclopedia, 
the publication that has immortalized him 

The Jewish Encyclopedia is an epochal work , but it 
open the way for one of larger cope. Dr ... inger is just 
the man to do it . 

HE RY M . TOCH, 
Trea urer of Temple Emanuel 

, e'\ York City . 

May strength and vigor be with Dr. inger for very 
man years to come to enable him to continue the excellent 
\\'Ork that he ha done in the field of J ewi h literature. s~ 
that the world be enriched through him with other ma5ter­
pieces vying \\ ith the J ewi h Encyclopedia . 

PROFE SOR L D\: IG BL , Ph .D . 
President, Budap t Rabbinical eminary 

I congratulate Dr inger upon being the author of 
uch a work and hope that the noble aim of the Amos Move­

ment will succeed to the best of whole mankind 

RE DR. FREDERICK CARL E(SELE , 
Dean, Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, Ill . 

Dr Singer deserves to be congratulated on the pub-
1 icati n of his book I am ver much impressed with his 
keen insight into the present ituation and the loft id alism 
looking fonvard to the time when the ideal of the old pro­
phet ma • be realized in all human relati n hip 

ZEBI HIRSCH MASLIA KI 

ew York City 
(Translated from the Hebrew ) 

May God grant to Dr. Singer the vigor and the number 

of years of our first great teacher, Moses, the son of Amram, 

so that he be able to add many other works to his many 

mighty deeds in the field of Jewish letters. The Jewish 

Encyclopedia is his immortal monument and generation 

after generation in Israel will bless Yissroel Singer ·s name 

as the man \,·ho has realized the dream of the heroes of 

Jewish scholarship in the old continent since the year r 844 

when Moritz Steinschneider and David Cassel, two of the 

greatest luminaries of the Torah, timidly produced a pro­

spectus of a "Juedische Enzyklopaedie" - but things did 

not move further . Baruch attah posser ha-chalomoth. 

From the Address delivered by 

DR. HE RY M . LEIPZIGER 

President of the J udaeans 

At the J udaean Banquet 
May 2rst, 1901. 

o other land could have produced the Jewish En­
cyclopedia . ln no other land could it have appeared 
unuer uch favorable auspices. At no other time could it 
have appeared so au, piciously as at the beginning of a new 
entury. . n omen, it seems to me, it is of closer re­

lationship and better under tanding between the Chri tian 
and the Jew, stimulated b _ the faith of the enthu ia t who 
went round from lanJ to land, like Columbus did , searching 
for a patron, coming here to this city, with its half million 
almo t of J e\,·s. Where did this dreamer, this "singer" in 
l rael , find not alone words, but help, good help" At the 
hand of the believing Christian, who justifie hi faith hy 
his acts 

1 helieve in all sincerity, when I look into the eyes of 
Dr Funk and into the face of hi co-laborers, hi manager 
anc.l editor , that it 1wa in the belief of their duty to bring 
about a better relation hip between the Jew and the Gentile, 
that they tarted the J e,, i h l.:ncyclopedia. 

And the doubting Thoma es were all among the Jews! 
The sincere believer wa the non-Jew. 

We O\ve it to the oreat entile publishing firm; we owe 
it to the glory of our name to become acquainted with the 
magnificent cholar hi1 of thi book, but also to make thi 
colo al ma tcrpiece of learning and lore spread and become 
known to all, Jew and non-Jews. 



Colonel HERBERT f f LEI Ii\ f 
\le,, York City. 

. Bani er , 

,,·ish to join ~ ith Dr inger man friend in con-
gratulating him and wishing him many more year of u ef ul 
service. 

The communit i great!. indebted to him for hi de-
votion and energy . 

HO. SAMUEL D . LEVY, 
Judge, Children·s Court 

ew York City. 
To Dr. Isidor Singer we are mainly indebted for the 

conception and successful carrying out of the Je,vish Ency­
clopedia. If he had rendered the world no other ervice 
than the bestowing on it of that monumental work, human­
ity and, particularly, his co-religionists would have owed 
him an incalculable debt of gratitude. For, the J cwi h 
Encyclopedia has done more to acquaint the Chri tian 
world with the history and psychology of the Jew, his enor­
mous contribution to civilization and hi great potential­
itie for further service to mankind than any other work 
since the famous History of the Jews by Heinrich Graetz 

But, in addition, Dr. Singer's pen has been, for more 
than four decades, in evidence wherever the Jew has been a 
target for unjust criticism and vile attack, ever defending 
in the forefront the honor of the Jew. 

In brief, I consider Dr. Isidor Singer a one of the mo t 
progressive and representative Jews of our time. 

ISADORE FREID, General gent, 
ew England Mutual Life Insurance Company 

New York City. 
The expres ion of admiration and good-will voiced by 

o many of our people and tho e beyond the horder of the 
J ewi h camp, on the occasion of the 25th anniver ary of 
Dr. Singer's life work, con titute a collective trih.ute of \\'hich 
an _ man may well be proud. And thi trihute i full cle-
erved, for few men have labored so per istently in order to 

realize a beautiful vision. 
But I entirely agree with Dr. Stephen S. Wise that 

omething more than paper compliment fit this particular 
occa ion . \; ould it not be more appropriate for Dr. Sin­
ger • numerous well-to-do and wealthy friends and admir­
ers to inaugurate a movement to provide the creator of the 
Jewish Ency lopedia with a purse of honor large enough to 

ecure to him peace of mind to the end of his da ? urcly 
that is the lea t that a people can do for the brain that evol­
ved the Jewish Encyclopedia ... A Religion of Truth, Justice 
and Peace", The Amos Society. etc. 

HO . 
Ju ttce. .ourt of ,encral :c . ton , 

,,. York ,ity 
Permit me to add m tribut of admiration for the 

labor of Dr. inger, that di tingui hed cholar, to whom 
Judai m i o la tingly indebted 

Hi Jewi h -ncyclopedia ha been a potent f r for 
the unification of .J wry throughout the world . 

LPH 
Puhli. h ·r. 'l he , C\\ 

. e\\ York ,it 
J wt h to j m \\ 1th th great ho t of [ r inger • friends 

and admir r in Len ling congratulation to him on the 
approaching twent -fifth nniver ar of th publication of 
the fir t volum of the J wish Enc clopedia It i a 
noble and useful ,vork, and a contribution of incalculable 
value to the world • torehou of knowledge and informa­
tion 

H LBERT OTTl 1 GER. 
Attorney Ccneral of the tate of . ·ew York 

Former pupil of Dr. inger 
!ban_. . Y. 

Dr I idor inger has erected hi own m nument in con­
cci ving and diting his immortal work--th Jewi h L:ncy­
clopcJ1a The Jc~ of th whole world hould pay tribute 
to him for having hccn the fir t man properly to plac t e­
fore hum nity the universal knowledge of the Jew in all f 
his a pect 

I knew Dr inger thirty-0ne year ago, when he came 
to thi ountry, after having fought in France with mag­
nificent courage in behalf of the revindication of Captain, 
now Lieutenant-Colonel, Dreyfus . 

Dr inger came here, a almo t all pioneers, pennile . 
truggling again t almost in urerahle oh tacle , yet hie, 

c,pttmL t1c idealism triumph d in the fac' of all oppo ition. 
c1nd finally, produced hie; life'c; work 

Rev Dr. DA ID PHILIP 
Rahbi , B'ne I rael .ongregation, 

1cmber, Board of overnor of the Hebrew Union Col leg . 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Th Jewish Encyclopedia, "the dream come true,'· of 
that re ourceful and indefatigable toiler, Dr Isidor inger, 
to whom all praise i due for thi ignal achievement ma~ 
indeed he termed a magnum opu in the fullest sen e:: of that 
rhra e There i nojewi h literary production \! hich dur­
ing the pa ·t quarter of a century ha h Id quite th amc 
po ition in thi country a-; ha~ h en th ca. e with thi I :. nc~ -
clopedia 

II \\'ho \\·ere privilege I to rarticirat tn the rroductt n 
of thi mighty litcrar structure, the I I· nncr Dr ingcr \\'ho 
with undaunt\..'.d determination \\Ould recognize no uch 
word a. fail, the puhli her ·. editor , man . of whom have 
pa sed to the " cademy on high , .. the con ulting editor . 
the contributor . m ieed huilded hett r than the knew 
The J ewi h Enc:vclopedia tandc; in the front rank of 
American Jewish achievement The ervi e it ha. render J 
cannot he overe timat d . 



REV. DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
Rabbi, The Temple. 

Cleveland, Ohio. 
Permit me to extend to Dr. Singer and to all who made 

the Jewish Encyclopedia possible, my heartiest felicitations 
on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the publication 
of this monumental work. The Jewish Encyclopedia has 
been a boon to the intellectual and cultural life of American 
Israel. Students, scholars and laymen alike have found 
it invaluable. 

PETER \VIERNIK 
Editor-in-Chief of the Jewish Morning Journal, 

New York City. 
The beginning of the fulfilment of the dream to publish 

the Jewish Encyclopedia dates back to the end of the 19th 
century, when American Jewry was, numerically, about 
one-fourth of its present size, and proportionately much 
smaller in spiritual and material possessions, hardly of any 
significance for the world Jewry of that time. Dr. Singer 
has been dreaming that dream for years before, and what 
happened twenty-five years ago, when the first volume of 
his projected Encyclopedia actually appeared, in the Eng­
lish language and in America, was the materialization of a 
splendid idea which seemed well-nigh fantastic, before his 
persistence and endurance demonstrated that the thing 
could be done. 

It was a tremendous achievement for that time and for 
all times through the great cultural treasures which were 
brought together in those massive and stately twelve vol­
umes, the sea of facts and figures, the amazing diversifica­
tion of the subjects treated and of the men and places de­
scribed. 

JOSEPH L. BUTTEN\VIESER 
Former President of the Hebrew Technical Institute 
and of the Federation for the Support of Jewish F)hil­
anthropic Societies of New York. 

In this materialistic age when men pause only to ap­
plaud and celebrate material success, it augurs well that we 
Jews stop for a few moments in our business transactions 
to commemorate during his lifetime the fine achievements 
of Dr. Isidor Singer in the cause of popularizing the know­
iedge of the Jew • contribution to the progress of the human 
race. 

The Jewish Encyclopedia will forever remain a monu­
ment aere perennius to Dr. Singer ·s rare scholarly endow­
ments and his indomitable energy. 

Ma the future realize his high hopes of further and 
larger achievement in the field in which he has own so lib­
erally and o wi ely! 

REV. DR. JUDAH L. MAGNES, 
Former Rabbi of New York's Temple Emanuel 

Chancellor, Hebrew University, 
Jerusalem. 

The Jewish Encyclopedia is one of the great monuments 
of the Jewish life of modern times. The man who conceived 
it and whose energy and enthusiasm brought it to comple­
tion is, to my mind, something of a genius. 

DR. GEORGE ALEXANDER KOHUT 
ew York City. 

One really does not know what to admire most in Dr. 
Singer - his creative ingenuity, his resourcefulness, or his 
initiative. And when to these are added a colossal capac­
ity for work and an exuberance of energy, one has a good 
mental picture of this master-b~ilder of encyclopedias. 

By the outside world Dr. Singer is known and esteemed 
as a classical scholar, journalist, editor, and promoter of 
gigantic literary enterprises. To the initiated few he has 
endeared himself for quite other reasons. Above all else 
he is a warm-hearted Jew! 

He does not align himself with any formal creed. He 
is neither "orthodox", "conservative", nor .. reformed"; 
neither "Zionist", nor "anti-Zionist". He belongs to the 
class of the unforgettable Jacob H. Schiff and his worthy 
succe sor in the direction of American ·communal life, Louis 
Marshall. Hebelongs to Kol Yisroel, and, although standing 
foursquare upon the anti-ceremonial platform of the Pro­
phets, harking back to the souvenirs of his youth in an old 
Moravian Kehillah, he is, since his arrival in this country, 
thirty-one years ago, honorary member of the People ·s 
Synagogue in the very heart of New York's East Side. 

WILLIAM ROSENAU, Ph.D., D. H. L. 
Rabbi, Eutaw Place Temple 

Associate Professor of Post-Biblical Hebrew 
at Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland. 

I well remember that when the Jewish Encyclo­
pedia was first projected, many a person never dreamed that 
the work would be completed. However, with Dr, Singer's 
executive ability, and the collaboration of 400 prominent 
scholars, Jewish and non-Jewish, one volume after another 
happily appeared, until eventually American Israel ·s most 
worthy enterprise stood complete before us. 

I make bold to assert that if it had not been for the in­
spiration that the Encyclopedia gave, the Translation of 
the Bible by the Jewish Publication Society, the production 
of the Hebrew Classics, originally also a conception of Dr. 
Singer, and other literary ventures in the Jewish field, might 
never have been launched. 



A RELIGION of TRUTH, JUSTICE and PEACE 
A Challenge to Church and Synagogue to Lead in the Realization of 

the Social and Peace Gospel of the Hebrew Prophets 
By ISIDOR SINGER, Ph. D. 

Originator and Managing Editor of the Jewish Encyclopedia 
With an Introductory Essay by EDWARD A. FJLENE and an Epilogue by 

ISRAEL ZANGWJLL 
PRICE $2.50 

A FEW ENDORSEMENTS 

REV. DR. GEORGE ELLIOTT, 
Editor, The Methodist Review, Member of the 

Amos Council. 
Dr. Singer is one who so thoroughly has absorbed the 

spiritual message of the prophets of the eighth century 
before Christ that his passion for social justice and the un­
iversal brotherhood of mankind makes him a citizen of 
the Kingdom of God. He is one with such modern pro­
phets of today as Mahatma Gandhi, whom the spirit of 
Jesus is guiding into all truth. 

DR. CHARLES A. ELLWOOD, 
Professor of Sociology, University of Missouri, 

Columbia, Mo. 
Dr. Singer, through his book, grasped an oppor­

tunity to do something worth while; that is, to bring 
about a genuine rapproachment between liberal Chris­
tians and liberal Jews. There is really no difference 
today between liceral Christianity and liberal Judaism, 
and that fact ought to be proclaimed from the house­
tops. It is time that these foolish di sens ions between 
those who are working for the same ideals should cease, 
and that some of us should have the courage to say so. 

DR. CHAS. P . FAGNANI, 

Prof. emer. of 0 . T . Literature, 
Union Theo!. Seminary; 

Secretary of the Amos Council 
Paris, France 

"A Religion of Truth, Justice and Peace .. 
What is this? A new thing under the sunl We 

have known religions based on uncritical traditions, not 
on truth; on sacerdotal zeal for worship, not on the prac­
tice of justice between man and man; on quarreling and 
mutual excommunication, not on peace. New? Yes, 
because it has never been tried, but oh, old as Amos and 
his splendid successors, the prophets of Israel. 

It is Isidor Singer, the creator of the Jewish Ency­
clopedia, who was inspired to put the Shofar to his lips 
and blow thereon a blast which announces to the 
stricken world wherein its salvation lies. 

Letter of 
EDWIN MARKHAM 

Author of "The Man with the Hoe" 
Member of the Amos Council 

Dear Dr. Singer: 
You have written one of the most important, one of 

the most illuminating volumes of our time. I wish that 
it could go out in a million copies into the hands of both 
Jews and Christians. They ought all to welcome the cen­
tral teaching of the book - that the cry for a new social 
order based on social justice can be heard in the pages of 
the Prophets a well as in the Gospel of Je us. This shows 
a common ground whereon both Jew and Christian can 
stand in the fulfrllment of the great social task of the world . 

It may interest you to know that I am writing a volume 
on the social vision of Jesus, wherein I shall mention your 
volume, and shall touch upon some of the lines of your 
discussion. 

I salute you, Isidor Singer, as a brother of my spirit. 
I hail you as a man of the people, as a man with a great 
mission. 

Letter of 
PROFESSOR CHARLES C. TORREY 

Head of the Department of Semitic Languages, 
Yale University. 

My dear Dr. Singer: 
I thank you very cordially for sending me the copy 

of your "Religion of Truth , Justice and Peace". 
It is an inspiring book; containing also much informa­

tion which is not easily found elsewhere. I hope it may 
have a wide circulation ( I have no doubt that it already 
has this ) and be carefully read. 

PROF. DAVID STARR JORDAN 
President Emeritus, Leland Stanford Junior University, 

Member of the Amos Council 
Dr. Singer has, indeed, to use Professor Fagnani' 

terse term, put the Shofar to his lips and the blast he ent 
out seems to indicate that the line from Amos and tho e 
who followed him as defenders of the faith i not extinct. 

Religions die; religion never. But all religion tends 
to become encrusted with superstition, tradition, sym­
bolism, sacerdotalism, and from time to time some firm 
hand must cleanse the temple by sweeping them all away. 
When a religion becomes solidified into an in titution, its 
creed must be written again. 



THE AMOS SOCIETY 
President: Dr. John H. Finley, former State Commissioner of Education of the 

State of New York. 

Vice-President: Dr. George F. Moore, Professor of the History of Religion at 
Harvard University 

Secretary of the Amos Council: Dr. Charles P. Fagnani, Professor emer. of 
0. T. Literature, Union Theel. Seminary 

William H. Short, Secretary David Steckler, Treasurer. 

Dr. Isidor Singer, 
Literary Director. 

THE AMOS DINNER 

On the evening of March 23rd, 1925, there met at Town Hall, New York, on the invitation of Dr. John H. Finley, 
President of the Amos Society, and Mr. Paul M . Warburg, member of the Amos Council, a company of prominent 
men and women, Jews and Gentiles , dedicated to the restoration and propagation of the teachings of the Hebrew 
prophets, the immortal harbingers of a RELIGIO OF TRUTH, JUSTICE AND PEACE. 

That meeting seemed doubly fraught with historical and spiritual significance. There was in the atmosphere of that 
modest banquet hall, something electrical, compelling and uplifting. It was almost as if there rested on those who spoke 
the very spirit of prophecy. Nothing pretentious there, or showy. No exhibitions of cleverness or of oratory. Only the 
sincere sense of a welcome duty, and of the high privilege of leadership in service. 'Surely the Lord was in this place·, to 
speak with the patriarch Jacob, and not a few of those men and women gathered there that night both knew and felt it. 

DR. SAMUEL HARDEN CHURCH 
President of the Carnegie Institute 

Member of the Amos Council 

I have always stood for law and order in the country, 
but I have sometimes felt that there is one act of anarchy 
which I should like to perform - just one. I should like 
to feel free, regardless of law, to go up and down the land 
with a hammer and chisel and cut off the names from 
every church and temple in this land and say only, Thi 
is God's House of Prayer and Service. 

DR. ISIDOR SI GER 

Why should it not be possible to gather gradually 
under one roof, the roof of the Amos Society, those hun­
dreds of thousands of Jews and those millions of Gentiles 
who persist in remaining aloof from Synagogue and Church, 
but are united in the belief, not that the Me siah has come, 
but that the Messianic Age, the Kingdom of God, fore­
shadowed by the Prophets can be realized here on earth 
by the children of man? 

THE PLATFORM OF THE AMOS SOCIETY 

From the Presidential Message of Rev. Dr. Ahram Simon, Member of the Amos Council , submitted 
to the 36th Annual Session of the Central Conference of American Ra bbis at Cincinnati , at the 
occasion of the Golden Jubilee Celebration of the Hebrew Union College, October 24, 1925. 

"THE AMOS SOCIETY was quickened in the fertile brain of Dr. Isidor Singer, projector of the 
Jewish Encyclopedia. Believing that the Hebrew prophets furnished in their ethical and religious 
idealism a platform upon which earnest minds of all faiths could find common ground, he gave life 
and body to his vision by calling together in the month of August, 1913 , in the City of New York 
a group of men to form the Amos Society. Be it understood that this society was not organized 
on the specious plea that Social Justice was a new ethical phenomenon in Jewish literature and re­
ligion, but rather that the time was favorable for investing the old idealism with a new driving force 
for it practical applic tion to modern life and for the publication of such literature as would present 
the historic aims and spiritual contributions of Judai m and Christianity in their true light and 
r lation to each other for the eventual cultivation of understanding, sympathy and tolerance. 

"The program i ambitious, in keeping with the earnestness, scholarship and enthusiasm of the 
3 I leaders of the ciety. I am impressed with the possibility of multiplying small Amos group in 
every large city a radiating centers of practical religious and fraternal work. I am directing your 
attention to this Society because of its unusual opportunities. It merits your con ideration and 

1 " mora support. 
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R bbi bba Hillel ~ilver , 
Be th Temple , 
Eas 105th St & nsel Road , 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

Dear Rabbi Silver t 

You probgbly rer.1ernber the time I isited 
Clevel~~d , about two years ago , when a 
comnittee w~s established in the interest 
of the Kitzur Hatalmud . Thi was during 
my early residence in the count~y when I 
naively believed in committees and promises , 

During he three years I hav ived in the 
United States , I have not achiev d pr ctical 
result . • However , I myself hav become more 
practic8l during t jq pPriod ; at last I know 
the value of committees - nd pl·dge , 

I am now firml y conv inced that if s ometh i ng is 
to ~e ~ccomplished , it Jan only be done t~rough 
ind i viduals who are inte rested in the c· us e and 
are wil l ing to make it their~n. 

It was Maimonides wh-;'~{!iP,!
1 r: r trfk .:1tJJJ fer ,ollr~ .. 

~The man who does one th i ng only , can conquer me .n 
J ewish history is the v i ctory of individua l s ovP.r 
the masse s. Jewish history ~us been gui ed by 
spiritual me n, wh o thr ough the efforts of their 
conv iotion and persistence paved a way for the 
f :ture . 

I am n ow addressing myself to you . I have read a 
numbe r of your ~rticle e and speeches ; I have also 
had the leasure of your cqua i ntance toge ther with 

KXKCUTIVK ••c .. KTA .. Y 

the ex chan e of a few word s; and a ll this g ive s Me 
reason to bel ieve that yo a r e the man to take th is 
cause i n your hands . I f you sho uld conside r i t worthy 
I know tha t you will be ableto he l p me tnrousr your 
inf l uenee not only in your own community , whe r e I am 
lanni ng to v is it short l y , but a l so throughout the 

count r y in gener 1. • 



ADVISORY COMMITTICIC KITZUR HATALMUD PUBLICATION SOCIETY 

.J..O.Wl.al:.42 .. ~ 57.JiE.X,. 

NATHAN STRAUS 

0 11 , CYIIUli ADLl:11 

■l:NJAMIN ANTIN 

J O HN L , 111:IIN ■Tl:IN 

LOUI ■ L . CHALIF 

JACO ■ H , COHl:N 

JACO■ DI: HAA■ 

P'IIOF, LOUI■ GINZ■l:IIG 

NEW YORK 

400 1 est 150th t . 

HONOIIAIIY C HAIIIMAN 

HICRMAN ■ICRNSTl:IN 

C HAIIIMAN 

JONAH J , GOLDSTICIN 

VICl:•C HAIIIMAN 

JACO■ DI: HAAS 

VICl:•CHAIIIMAN 

PIIOI', MOIIDl:CAI M, KAP'LAN 

■OLOMON LAMP'OIIT 

■IENJAMIN WINTICR 

Tlll:A ■ Ulll:11 

IIA■■I ■ . Ll:VINTHAL 

P'IIOF, ALl:XANDl:11 MAIIX 

l ■ IIAl:L MATZ 

011 , JULIAN MOIIGl:N■Tl:IIN 

DAVID L . P'ODl:LL 

■1:IINAIID Sl:Ml:L 

IIA■ III ■Tl:PH&N 8 , Wl ■ I: 

- 2-

JOSIC~H ■ARONDICSS 

HONOIIAIIY 81:Clll:TAIIY 

1:Xl:CUTIVI: 8 1:Clll:TAIIY 

I am inclosing herewith a copy of a let t er I addressed to 
Justice Brc.nJeis . Upon his invitation I later had tl1e 
pl asure of meeting h i m. He impressed me as a genui r ely 
wise person -- like our Jewish sages of old who were able 
with the i r cl ever minds to s ee through the complete chain 
of Je1ish ~isd om throughout the generations . 

Justi e Bran eis expressed the opinion , th&. t al thou~h he 
is not ac1uainted with the Tal mud , st i ll he beliPVPs that 
if it was a source of life for so many generations , it is 
proof that there must be deep-r•1 ted livin~ elements 
therein v},ioh c n still gu ide our people form ny ge ne:r:-., i ovi s 
in t h e uture . 

I hope that you wi l l give this matter s e ri ous consideration 
and give me a cle·lr and def i n i te answer as to whether or 
not I may rely upon y0 11r help and to ,1ha t e:x tP~t 

I am incloaing herewith a few p 
see the a i m an purpose of the 

. hlets from ~hich ycu c n 
itzur Hatal ud . 

I am reudy to furnish you with further deta ils about the 
progr ess of the society un t i l now if you are i nterested a nd 
would like to particip~t e i n the cause . 

By t hew y I wish to t ell y ou that I ½~.J. r ri t}1 :t0 1
,~ t 1;, 

"1: ',tf' ""':·~r • ~t~ r criticism on re uns ou.Yl !'!ess of Reformed 
J udaism as it has dev e loped in this country . 

Yo . ~ave proh~bly taken note c f similar critic iam I made 
at one of t½) Rcbbinica l Assenbl i cs ~hi ch ra · sed storm of 
excitement on the p~rt of t b e Ortho ox J ew . 

I am now ublish i ng th is art i cle in the 
fte r i t is pub l ished I shall send you~ 

tha t you \ i 11 be o!'l of tr, e sympa thize ra 

iith my very k i nd r ega rds I a. , 

~ fJ/\n ,C2e 
cop!, , f or I fe el 
with my proposal. 
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Dear Mr. Silver: 

I realize your poait1on in regard to matters antago-

nistic to the lnbred 1deaa, set op1n1on1, rather, of your audiences, 

aa I realize and sympathize with any one's reluctance to fight with 

their daily bread and butter. Mias Stella Hatch, President of The 

Animal Protective League has Just finished telephoning me and she said 

she thought 1t was a wonderful concession on your part to take an in­

terest 1n our work and to investigate the matter. I felt that, too, 

at the time you wrote me, but I felt that you, 1f any body,would in­

vestigate so grave a charge, and would, if convinced of the truth of 

our statements , voice your opinion publ l cly. Since meeting you, I 

did sense a reluctance on your part to discuss tne matter and at fi r st 

l was disneartened so far as you are concerned. Then, I put myself 

in your place. You are doing aa much good in the world as pe rhapa 

any one other person. One good is as valuable as another good. It 

you, bj discountenancing the set ideas of perhaps a large proport~on 

of your congregation, l ost the opportunity of influencing tnem 1n 

~ays to vh1 ch they are amenable, and have spent years 1n the prepara­

tion of that ministry, the act would be an unhelpful 1n stead ot an 

helpful act. Perhaps that 1s the reason minis t ers, who should be the 
. 

f1rst to discountenance the acceptance of relle:t· from physical pai n 

by the crucifixion of animals , seldom reply to our pleas. As I 

aa1•, you were the first one, so far aa I know, to reply, and you re­

plied in so kindly a manner that I had hoped. I at111 hope, but 1n a 

different manner than I did. Miss Hatch sa1d thls morning, .. If he 

will Juat take a personal interest, that Vlill be wonderf u." I t w111. 

Ve do net as a oody countenance v1v1-sect1on 1n any :rorm for any reason, 

feeling as Bro'" ning did, "I would rather aubmit to the worst ot deatha, 



so far as pain goes, thA.n have a single dog or cat tortured on the 

Nevertheless, any alleviation of the torment of animals for the 

relief of hW!lans would be welcomed by any of us. 

The reason the organization takes the drastic stand that it 

doea 1a because in England regulation of the v1v1eection oi- auJ.u..a.Ls 

,.as tr1.ea for tw~uty-r.1ve year•s only to increase lt ' a horroL·s r.,y leg­

alizing 1t. There seems to be no way to place restrlctions. The law 

at present upholds any act, no matter how fiendish, if ,, sciencen or "the 

good of human1 ty" be attached to the act. 

~e can only get at these people through votes. At present 

our president has been appo i nted Field Secretarj, his mission being 

the starting of amall organizations in every small to~n ~n the United 

States. You get the reason. 

Very sincer0ly yours, /J _ , _ 
__yv 4-IJ _.:_. , ~ 

Carol i ne Bathrick, 
b31 E 108, 
Eddy ~18 , ' 
Cleveland, uhlo. 

4
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Miss ttatch has again telepnoned e 1n response to request for newa in· s. 
the il1omay ed1 tion of The Cle lam Times, to be edited entirely by C\ 

The Business Woman's Club o Cleveland , This 1e her news: '\.I 

Because of the , wn1cn prevails tnroughout the state, The ·{ . 
Cleveland Animal Protective League are raising a fund for) ·1 ~ 
the employment of a State Human Agent whose business lt 
w111 oe to inveatl~age and remedy caaes of cruelty wn1ch 
are most frequent, e specially 1n the rural diatr1cts, ad~ ­

which cannot be reached by the local humane societies. 
Seven hundred dollars have so far been donated. ror the , 
t'und oy the people ot Cleveland.~ And then she adds, 
"Ask our humane agent here about the dogs now at the • 
estern Reserve wlth their vocal chords cut." "The wnole •r 

Nation should rise up against these atrocities." 
You know how they cut the vocal chords to keep the dogs 
from snrleklng under the knife wnen curare is not used 
and ether prevents the studying of pain. Couldn' tJ:you ~ -y: 
couch the thing 1n terms other tnan v1v1-eect~on ~ ~e~~, 
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