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Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi: 

Box 486, 
Huntington, W. Va. 
December 5, 1940. 

I am sorry I do not have some of your gift of 
expression so hat I could convey to you the feeling much 
of the Huntington populace has for your collegue, Rabbt 
Stephen S. Wise . All of Huntington Jewry had looked forward 
since last spring to the time when Dr. Wise would bfing his 
message to the members of the Marshall College Arti~t Series, 
and so certain were we that his talk would impress the public 
that Jews were like other people that Dr. Oscar Biern arranged 
for the sale of tickets to the public generally for this one 
program, rather than to confine it to season ticket holders. 

We Jews have always elt tha Huntington was more 
liberal-minded than most towns of our size and that Jews were 
discriminated against less here than most places. As you know, 
Dr. Biern has been head of the Medical Association here, Dr. 
Hirschman and I have been Presidents of Rotary, Dr . Hirschman 
has been President of the Chamber of Commerce, Bert Landau ha 
been President of Life Underwtiters, Ben Romer and Sam Samson 
have been heads of the Legion and many other J ews have been 
signally honored here. To say that nothing in recent years 
has harmed Jewry more than the visit of Dr. Wise is putting 
it mildly. 

Dr. Wise came here to talk on "'Ihe World as I s ee it" 
or some such subject and except for the last two or three dozen 
words of his lecture he confined his talk to himself and 
President Roosev lt. I am a Democrat and a strong supporter of 
our President, but I feel that the elec ion is over and it is 
ill-mannered to gloat over our succes at the polls. To tell 
an audience "You cant have your Wilkie" when they came to hear, 
from a learned man, something of world conditions 1 certainly 
very poor taste. 

I have several non-Jewish friends who, I regret to say, 
I importuned to attend the lecture and who, to my great 
embarrasement, phoned me the following day to ask what I thought 
of the lecture. The talk~ possibly have gone over at 
a B 'nai B' ri th lodge meeting- (tho there even some llepublicans 
might have been resentful) but certainly not at a meeting of 
Jews and Christians of reasonable intelligence. 
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Rabbi Wise missed one of the grandest opportunities 
we have ever provided in Huntington to tell a select audience 
something of our heritage and tradition, of our patriotism and 
our idealism and yet show how undifferent we are to all other 
Americans. Surely no one couldmore eloquently plead for 
unity than Dr. Wise, but he certainly missed the boa here. 
During his talk he became so enthusiastic against Wilkie that 
several people left the hall, to which he remarked to the 
effect that those leaving evidently voted for Wilkie. At the 
Rotary Club where he talked for two or three minutes he 
facetiously remarked "Rotarians are what Kiwanians would like 
to be." One of our Catholic Rotarians accosted me at a Marshall 
College Celebration last night to tell me he didn't like that 
remark a bit and considered it entirely out of place. His 
brother was President of the Kiwanis Club last year. 

I'm certainly glad of one thing -- the Jews of 
Huntington were not responsible for Dr. Wise's coming here. 
My object in writing you is to preven , if possible,. the public 
appearance of Dr. Wise before a mixed or non-Jewich audience 
if a recurrence of the Huntington incident is to be avoided. 
If you think it ad isable o contact some one else I would have 
no hesitancy in doing so. I read ttQpinionn frequPntly, I like 
Dr. lise's editorials and for years I have been one of his 
admirers. I am sorry he came to Huntington and hope he never 
again appears here. 

I talked to Ben Romer this morning and told him I had 
in mind to write to you. He said he was glad to hear that 
someone else felt as he did. At noon I talked to Ike Schoenfeld 
and he called my attention to an editorial in Dave Gideon's 
Herald Dispatch. It might intere~t you .o I enclose it. 

I have often hoped to have the good for une of seeing 
you again and of hearing one of your inspiring sermons, but 
Cleveland is a little off my line of travel. With kind regards, 
I am 

Sincerely l( 
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abbi Abba H. Silver , 
The Temple, 

sel Road & 105th St., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear abbi ilver: 

e tvo books noted below have been 

requested by some one. If you are not usin them 

I should a ppreciate it if you will return them. 

1th kindest re ds , 

s. 

Since~ 
J 
i'br 

.'7,,on n•:i 
.O"il?~? tty 
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December , 1940 

"r . David a. Slcall, President 
The Oak ood Club 
1620 arreneville Center Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

y de .. r • r. Sta.111 

I received notice from the Oakwood Clu concerning 
the 1"estlv1ti s of the Clun durin the folid y aeon. I 
notice t there ,iill b a Chri!tm .. rty on -· ed es ny-, 
December 25. T t ay aleo h ~pen to bet first da. ot 
Chanu.kah - t he roud gl riouc Je h Fe tiv l of Freedom. 
I a ,or.derin t r in ~ending ut ounce ent , 
you not a s i c ude t h c t t 1 rrood Clu ia 
also celebr tin t e C nukah , ...... .,.,.... m ondt1ring, 
too, h th r in he Clu nee tion ht ck, the 
hea utitul symbol or th Chamlk h Li )lt n th C'ltar ot Im vid 
ma not figure. 

It 1s ve important, my j ear r. 11, th t e 
begin, ea eci lly in these da s hen o much is ha. enin in 
th orld to undermine Jewish mor le n self-re ect, to 
counteract ae £ r ae oe1ible these trends building up 
among ur eople, an p rticularly t\JIO our youn people , 
& respect for the eautit\tl traditione or their O'ffll lite nd 
their Olin ·eople1 e history. 

1th a.11 good s ee, I rema.1 n 

V r. cordially our , 

AdS1BK 
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OL• Oa, Leu•r WESTERN 
TeleKTam or Cable-
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NT•Ov•mlah< Td •sn• 

,.ram unless Its de-
ened character is In- LC• 0.f<rttd Cable 

dicated by a suitable 
aymbol above or pre- NLT• Cablc N'8ht Letter 

ceding the addrus. ' R. B . WHITE NEWCOMB C A RLTON J . C. WILLEVE:R Ship Radlosram 

"" PRl!l!ltDll!NT C HAIRMAN 0,, THI!: 8OA R0 ,,IR8T VICl!:•PRl5:910&NT "" 
Tho filing time shown in ihe date lino on telecram.a and day lettol'll is STANDARD TIME at point of oririn, Timo of recelpt Is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 
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THE COMJ>A T WILL APPRECIATE SUOOE TIONS P'B0M ITS PATRONS cor-.CERNJ •o ITS Sl!lRVIO 



RABBI ARMOND E . COHEN 

CLE V EL AN D.OH I O 

Rabbi . Silver 
The Temple 

ael Rd . !G :tor:;th s . 
Cl evel nd , Ohio 

Dear Rabbi ilver : 

Dec ber 
10 

1940 

The Religion d L bor ounclation wo ears a o established 
a eveland section . Reve nd Ch les F . facLennan h s been 
servi as ti Dir ctor , and on the members of he 
oard re Henry Busch , R ssell 1..1hase , ro fesso Corwin , . . 

Katovsky , lizabeth cGe , Dr . Ewin oteat and Beryl ep er-
corn . Yo are familiar w th the u e of he Hali on and 
Labor om1 dation which se ks to deve d express a ministry 
of interprets i n d W1ders an ,e reli ious nd 
labor rouns o rester C s t at Re i 

d Labor alike must have a ocial conce 
res onsibility , and that in the then ocrnti c 
ideal Labor m st vo e ri ht , n safe uarded , to or-

ize and ba in coll c i vely . 

O the ro Em of the o anization a h followin roj ec ts: 
prep ation o study- 1nvesti ation co e inter lir~on and 
1 bor ield ; R li ion and L bor city inars ; mon hly "Reli -

ion and Labor re ~s Letter , ' a is suanc of factual st t en ts 
on acute 1 or issue ~hen they arise . 

This worthwhi e or anization is n •1 lounderin on t rocks of 
inancial co 1 se . They are in des erate d of raisin sev

era thousand dollars . I order to do so , 1 r 11 oua and 
labor u s that mi t e int rested are bei p ro che I 
have undertaken o wr ite o you d ~h other Ra bis to sk for 
your hel b way ei hr of rs n 1 cont bu on or from s me 
Con re ional d . 

f o be iev 1 the cener 1 
ounda ion and an man e som 

be ate 1 ap r ciat d . 

lE :S 

of h R 1 i .,ion and a 
r'b t1on , I s re it i 
n ed is irnmedi . 

ully ours , 



,1r. J oneph Rauh 
4-1 , o.f~lin ton A enue 
Eb i.a, Jhio 

Dece oar il, 1940 

Thanlc you o much for your :--ind letter of' 
December 9 .:in~~ for th~ choct: .:hich y u enclosed . 

run for·ardi it t the Uffice or t he United Jew·eh 
A " )O l h • ch ;ill undou tedl • r.:e a irect cknov:1 dgemont 
toy u. 

I .m sorr:/ t i' t " d d not lyr1 
after the lecture,. I njoyed t.,.~ ucn. 

•ith all 00 ,h ... , re.Jl· 1:n 

Ve oordi 1 y ll'R , 

APS:BK 



ce:nber 11, 1940 

r. G. A. G1 on 
H nna uildi 
Cl ve nd, Ohio 

r d r G dfr 1 

rec ived, th 
h1ch 01 sent me n I 

thou htfulnes. Th 
.. 1c • u send from 
other of my boys' room 
c rm to the room. 

Tru tin 
ood h , Ir 

l 1B 

mornin, h b u Mc 1 nd r 
nt to t1 nk ·ou 

c ly u r 
r r in on 

h , th 1 

ur 
Cl l 

or the 
add 

. ell, th 11 

o.t cordi lly I 

r 
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Rabbi A •• Silver 
c/o The Te1•1ple 
Ansel Ro· d ~ -~ . 105th St . 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Der Rabbi Silve : 

December 13, 1940 

Just b note to remind you of the work that i.ss ·, ila Baves , 
princ ipal of' Superior School (Superior Road nd Lambert Avenue, E· st Cleve-
1 nd , ,hio) has beon doing, in cooperati on wit;h our P . T. A., 1ith re 0 e d to 
foste r ing better relationship and mutual appreciation bet ;eJn Jews and 
Christians . 

Houghly spee Ying , one- third of tne ptlpils of Supe ior School 
are Je-,is h , one- third are Catholic , and one- thir are Protest nt . .cast 
Clevel nd is predorninantl: Protestant . 

Since he r arrival at Superior School three years ago , I jss 
Bayes has been trying to inculc te in the children not merely a feeling of 
tole1·a c.ion l'or out respect i'o .1· and n ~ ppreciotion of the religious be
lie1's ol' the others . In line ith his objective , Miss .a~es h s ho.d all 
the children , both Jevrish and Cr. ·istian, particip te in decor tint:; tvro 
la r gu windows on the Lambert Avenue side of, the b ilding, one with a Chri s -
mas theme nd the other with a C nuknh he • his year, the Chanukah 
window por tra. s child with his grandf ther ting the Ch nukah lights . 
There is a ] enor h nd tho . tar 01' vid . 

At s chool ssetnbl ies l i. ss B yes s rr nged fo.· Jewish chil -
dren to recite the or ochos for the lighting of the Chanukah li hts and to 
explain the story e.no significance of Cranukah . 

At our P . T •• holiday festival 'rhursda: , D camber 19, 1940, 
t 2 : .,Q n . m., :vo re presenting sever l of o,~r parents ,,ho .vi 11 tell how 

the coming holidays a r e c elebr ated in thei r ences .. r 1 lanas . ~s . Joseph 
... -l;asho ·rer will spe k on Chan1 }rah . The ock or' Ages as \'Jell s Christm&s 
c rols vii l be la •ed by t . scnool or hestra and sung by tho udience . 

On the morning of Decemb9r 20th, the child en rill assemble 
around the school Christm s tree and 11 c~ild ~n , Jew'sh and Christian, 
will sing the Rock of Ages . 

The children are making ifts and r~otin c rds !'or their 
pirents and the Je-uish childr n re inscribin their c rds " appy Chanuk h 
to F ther and Mother . " 

I fee l th t the splendid atliitude nd ac cou1plishmen'-s of iss 
Bayes should not go unnoticed but should be commended nd encouraged . I 
'eel thet either a lett er or a pe ·sonal word from you to Li so ayes will 

go f r to show the appreciation of the Jevlish people ; to insure the con
tinuance of her constru tive wor k in Superior School ; and to encourage 
similar action in other schools . 

Si nce rely yours , 

~- !B~I .. ~ 
/ J ,J' 7 t.,lJc,•3 ~ If~. I C, (! • 
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D c mb r 1 ·t , l -

abbi ' b~ a Hillel 0llver 

.ae ,,., mole ... 

ast lJ5t 1 treet a ! n el ad 

Clevel n , hi 

ear _abbi ilv r: 

I vi ,?h to t~ nn 

personal invit ion to the 

o f r our ind 
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Dec~m e 2 t h . nf tu at 1 , a 

union 

OU h ve 

le rn fro ~ ~. T ei tz, Cl ri • 1 ave at t ~ e 

has bee c n c led, o t h· t 

ill b unable to atte • 

-o r si cerel , 

If~.,.._{, f ~~ 



\ 

' HONORARY CHAIRMEN: 

Prof. Loui• FinlreJ.tein, 
Pres. Jewish Theological Seminary, 
New York, N. Y. 

Prof. Lowa Ginzberg, 
Jewish Theological Seminary, 
New York, N. Y. 
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Rabbi Saul Silber. 
Pres. Hebrew Theological College, 
Chicago, Ill. 
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Committee in formation 

AMERICAN TORAH SHELEMAH COMMITTEE 

2 WEST 20th STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 

WAtlc.ins 9-2797 

D a erilier 16 , 1940 . 

Habb i 1 r . bbo. Hille l ilvor , 
East 105th Str ~ot Temple , 
Cl eve l and, Ohio. 

Dear Dr . S il't er : 

T alm udlc-Midrashic 
Encyclopedia of Commentaries 

on tho Bible. 
Rabbi M. M. Kosher, 

Author-Editor. 
28-28 35th Street 

.As toria, L. I., N. Y. 
RAvenswood 8-7920 

I ~ gro"t ly surprised not to ho.ve r coived n repl·r , 
either to nw lnst letter or to the tel egram I sent you 
la.st weok . 

I hope you • re in good heal~ . 

As I reca ll , you 10ro good enough to promise me thnt . ou 
would , dur i ..,g the e r l y rt of' the Fal l , try t o secure 
f rom y our community , a sum suffi ciont to cover cost of pub -
lishing one volur.ie of the 'r SHEL, .!A.H . 

I wa.s rece. tly in t;levelo.nd i'or the purpose of seei you 
but you ,ore out of to . 

~on •t you ple~ e l et e her from you by eturn mail. 
Tho. k you . 

. ith k dest personal rec•rds , I 

Sincerel y 

~ 
abbi M. 1.i. Kasher . 
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December 17, 1940. 

This will acknowledge the receipt from a messenger of 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of an envelope containing a manuscript. 
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orr1c1as 
GIORGI J. D.IIN, Prendent 
ALrRED A. BINISCH } 
MTl\ON GURIN Vice PrH. 
B. H. SINO 
MAX I. J.:OHRMAH, Treumer 
PHIWP H. GOODMAN, AH't Treae. 
NRS. S. H. VACTOR. Secretary 

* DR. AZRIJ:L IISIHBDG, Dlreotor 

December 20 , 1940 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, President 
Cleveland Zi onist ~ooiety 
Anse l Hoad and E. 105th Str eet 
Cl evol E.nd, Ohio 

Dea r Rabbi Silver: 

Although I should vory much 
have liked to have been vnth you ~t the Chan koh 
banquet and dance Sund~y evenin~ , Jeoember 29th, 
I regret that, beonuse of an engagement to addrn.s 
e J ewish Eduo~tion Chanuldco Dinne r at Dayton, Ohio, 
I shal l be out of town t at evening . 

I am pe.rti cule.rly sor ry to mis s 
hear ing Salmann Sohooken f or whom I have the hi ghest 
and wnrmost r egard . I haven ' t as yet had the pleasure 
of meetinG and li stening to him. 

' "fi th kind r egards , 

incerely yours , 

AE : ~G 

AJJILIATID WITH THI JIWISH WILJARI FUND 



RABBI VICTOR E . REICHERT, O.O. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS CITY 

KANSAS CI TY. M I SSOU R I 

December 21st 1940 

Dear Rabbi dilver , 

The enclosed lette .. ,uas illilPl-s forwarded to e be m· staKe b 

the exce Jtionally inefficient postmaster at Charlottesville, 

but I a~ lad of the op~ortunlty of learni n vhere you are . 

I reme ber hearing you apeak at a meeting at the Ropal Albert 

Hal l in L non many years ago , and thou I reme .ber not: in7 of the 

content , I remember that your speech seened to me t o be he most 
~~ 

eloquent of all . You are also the onl .. p erson I know"who 

has not changed the name of Abba int o so ething else when 

writing it in English characters . .n n I • :as ve r y :, oung 

and .. ,ent to element ary school in lion on, t. e school teacher 

bullied my immigrant fat er into ace pting Abraham as the ~ gl-sh 

equivalent, but {/hen grew up I r ~be ed a a 1s t th~t an have 

al ': .. -s creattd s ome curiosi. ty by s ·nin myself 

_p 
~ 

bba P . Lerner 

(A s t . rof . n ~ono~i os ) 



RABBI ' S STUDY 

111011 SOUTH ■OULKVARO 

DAVID LEF'KOWITZ 

RABBI CONGREGATION EMANU · EL 

DAL.LAS 

ur. bba Hillel · ilver 
.11 he empl e 

. 105th and nsel d. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

e a r ~riend ilver: 

ecember 23, 1 4 0 

I have our letter of the 18t h instan t concer in · r. 
and rs. Harr . Lock1ood and their son, ~ichard. I 
was ver r glad to le r 1 about the from ou, but .rs. 
Lockwood a few eeks a o introduced herself to me at 
one of the services as ell as t isterhood meeti n g. 
iohard has beer oo i ng re gul &r l our Hi gh chool 

Ue part ent and Youn eop le's G He is a fine 
fellow. Yesterda; he a tte de o r p re-Hanuk kah pro r a m 
at the e i ious uchool, and It ok occasion to tell 
bi of the tine letter you rote abo t hi lli and his 
parents. ' adie an I shall be most ha pp y to visit them 
and exte1 d any courtesies within our ; ower. 

1th very best wishes to you and our dear ife, am, 

incere1~ a n cordially o urs, 

J~ 
JJL/ e ri 



S . B . KOMAIKO , PR!:t.lOENT PHONE WA ASH 0324 

METROPOLITAN 

UP RVISING AGl?NT 

S. B . KOMAIKO & CO. 
INCORPORATED 

INSURANCE 

175 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 

CHICAGO. ILUNOIS 

December 2~, 1940. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Fast 105th Street at Ansel Road. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear fri end , 

I beg to aoknowledge with thanks 
the copy of your spiritual crea.tion,nrsraeln. 

As I read it memories come back 
to me of June 27, 1935, when you thrilled an 
appreciative audience under the canopy of a 
clear heaven. 

With greetings , 
a.a ever, 

Yours, 

SIK/VB S.B.Komaiko 

A . GEIER , TREASURllR 
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SOLOMON COHEN 
ACCOUNTANT AND AUDITOR 

11 WEST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

PHONt LONGACIIS s-eeeo 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland , Ohio . 

My dear nr . Ail ver, 

136 Vest 55th Stree t, 
New York , .i'T . Y . 

29th December , 1940. 

I an wri ti n.F you at the sttgP,"estion of Dr . 
1'vise to intere c-t you in a 11ew project for youth which Hadassah 
and the i ionist Organisation are undertaking here in New York . 

J t last the needs of our youth are in some 
measure being realised and it has been proposed and accepted 
that a National Youth House should be organised in N'3w York 
i n which a nossibility would be given of training for leader
ship of which our movement stands in ~uch need , Apart from 
thi3 trtiin inp; there won.Ld also 1-)e the possibility of ·Norking 
out those programs for the youth organisations v'1ich would 
reach a wider group thM we .have yet had, besides enriching 
thA progra,s of ~hose alre dy in existence . It is hoped also 
t h,. t the country viill send to ue on fellowships t he pick of 
their youth to be her0 f or a uerio of a pro,i 1ately six 
months , coverinr three summer months in ca.rap, to pertici pate 
in such research A.Yld exnerirnPnts s ill allow them this next 
September or October to ., o back to the · r cornrormities and serve 
t hem in a positive way . 

Hadassa~ and the Zionist organisation have 
voted ,S-12 , 000 for t (') purchase of this "house", Hadassah als0 
havin~ voted $2500 a year for its upke~p providing that the 
Z . o. A. would give an equal ~ount . You know only too well 
how depleted the treasury of the Z. O. A. is . I have undertaken> 
therefore, to raise this %2500 for the Z. O. A. end of the 
a r ral1gement plus another ,32500 for the furnishings . 

It would thereforP. give great ·mpetus to the 
realisation of th · ~ basic project er 0 you to find it possible 
to contribute ,3100 this year and next to effect its purposes . 
Ti me is of the very essence of its success and if the year is 
not to be wasted, the house must be purchased immedi tely . 

Wi1ih the season ' s greetings nnd hoping to have 
a favorable reply, I am sincerely and gratefully, 

Yours , 

ILT,/bw 




