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"ABYSS OF DESPAIR" 
For the fir t time, En Ii h 

read r ha e acce to the famou 
17th centur Hebrew chronicle, 
"Y even Metzulah" by Rabbi 

athan Hanover wh re orded 
the horrible ac ount of the 

hmielnicki ma acre which 
swept o er Ru ia and the 

kraine in 164 -9, a p riod con
sider d at the time one of the 
darke t chapter in the life of 
Ru ian Jewry. 

Thi fir t Engli h tran lation 
of the "black book," "Yeven 
Metzulah" is the re ult of pain -
taking effort by Rabbi Abraham 
J. Me ch who undertook thi 
work in commemoration of the 
300th anni er ary of the hmiel
nicki ma acre . 

Rabbi Me ch has added great 
ignificance to thi tragic hi -

torical chapter b including in 
Abyss of Despair a lengthy hi -
torical introduction, a biograph
ical ketch of Rabbi Hano er, a 

ontinued on back flap 



011ti11-ued Jrom Jro11t flttp 

v ell a ·planator) note and 
fa imile p rtraic an I a map. 
Dr. olomon Gr, •z I, •ditor of 
th J v i h Publi ation iety 
of merica, ha \Hitt n a Pre
fa e to ch book from v hich 
the folio ing i quot d: 

"One mu c cher fore admire 
ch devotion of Rabbi braham 
J. M h and b grat ful to him 
for hi fTorc in pr nting u • 
with chi exccll nt cran lation of 
the " Y ven M t:rnlah." The lit
eralne of hi tran lation r pro
du e the tone and flavor of the 
original it horr r, it patho , 
it piet . Hi intr I I ion gi\C 
th c ntial fa ·t n de<l for an 
under tanding of the chronicle 
and hi not enc to r mo c 
ob uritic . Otherwi he I t the 
author p ak for him. If. Rabbi 
M ch ha don v ell and ha 
unque tionabl) r ndered a r • 
ic to tho c v ho ek to undcr-
tand the hi cory of the J i h 

peopl . 
"On dare hope that, e en a 

Chmielnitzki ' h rd tri d but 
failed to upr t Jewi h life, 
Hitler' c en mor b tial gan 

ill b pro d to ha c left the 
r t of Jc i h life untou h
abl . " 
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roul ton ar I ~- 10,000 . - In orde vO obtain 

that ave dec..:.ded to Fu.blish at :'irst c:: ljm· ted 

s ecio"' ·site :,di ion o a co ple o· Lw1'lre ,ooks, 

to te 11 v bound and orinted on the o.:)st • -oe 
~ ~ • 

bt:.. • n n thi~ cot1ntry. c.a.ch nd ever" ook ... ill be 

n, he c, ,ilJ ca ·rJ a ae., ~.cution • n the na 1e o ~ t. 

per en paid its e 1..ti v c 1 en t - L . 2 5 • - in a van c e • 

1.he f': ct t'~.at I have • Jrea ·y gone to ri.1t _;oes to o • 

t b.. t ... l. e r r (' e ~ e Op e in ~ ...:, r a e 1 ,. ,' 0 are \' i 1 i ~ ~ t, 0 ls i Ve I 

e. .'."1 J: ing .. a.· , by s bscribi.r.. &n . ayin2, i~ t.dvl.nce for 

such b"'ok .... .. llt the trouble is , ti:a owinr to tbe _:re .... en 

diff"ctlt conomic sit~ati on in Israel, t' e roject do€~ not 

r~n ab sm o~.lY as it shoulJ an~ time is running hort . 
I 

I t .. ere1.u_~8 t10:1ght it ·.,ould be a goo iiea to asK. you 

\•.net er ,/O .~0..11 .... be able to s scribe ( ,:-or t/~e fa1r ily, 

frien 3 e t c . or a certa·n number of ooks (of t!1e :aid 

first e i t icn J ~nd ad vance tte money, t h ew~· it is done 

in ~hi::> COlAn ·) .. . 
l1Q soon a 

to so or dir 
indly ' Swtp ly 

ar-e r a <1y l shal 1 hA 

he a dressees as Jer 
e t l.en f rwarded 
i ·t y • • ill 

s ,/ o ,\ ill 
only a hel fir 

ee · t i not re l i _f o 
t}PL _ _ 

1ort that I'~ Kin~ 
01.· a )erio of ~ 

nand ~ an advance ~ ... -

2 - 3 months . 

.L ,-_ this _ · ., .. st limited uy the V'1 ,, .• ~r, dition ·.,·11 also cot· in : 

1 . .tt.n .tngli .... h tr...,.ns ~tion of the p 0 f8CP . 

2 . " 
II of the Foreword . 

(Bv • .... ernste i n) 

3 . II ti " of the Index . 
4 . " fl II of he list of I ll strations . 

5 . II fl II of significant ev nts of t !".e 
Life of .JJr • 

' . 01..,_ver . 

s rega£ds the :cu.res I err cafra·d t1erc i~ a mistak 

son ey: ·lere . he number of pict ires I i tend o .csi ve ould 

actually be bet een 8 ~na 100 altojether . 

, in Kindest regar 3, 
i ally yours , 

?':71rb 
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Cqpstance Lurie is a member of our senior class in our T•ple High School 
-Department. fflle has attended both our Elementary and Jr. High Oepartmenta 

ot the Religio 1s School as well as High School, and in the latter taa been 
ver,y active in extra-curricular activities. She has demonstrated real capacities 
for group leadership. 

She is a very lovely young lady; possesses fine personality; makes a fine 
appearance; and is capable, rcliable,and serious in everything that she 
undertakes. Constance is a gocxl student and is also a good musician. 
I am very confident thnt she will ~ucceod in collcco atmosphere and I take 
pleasure in reconne~ding her to you. 

Rabbi 

The Teaple, AnNl Road at East 10Sth St. 

Cleveland 6, Ohio 
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William E. Sanders is a member or our High School Department and,at the 
mo nt ,is seriously considering preparing for the rabbinate. William is 
a "ery serious student, and I quite sure he will do very well at 
College. 

He is a boy of extraordinarily fine character, possesses a good persaial.ity, 
and i n ~ .eral has the 111a}(-in~s f or a succet sful career. I reoamnend hill 
very highly. 

Rabbi 

The Te ple, Ansel Road at East lOSth St. 

Cleveland 6, Ohio 
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