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BAAR, BENNETT & FULLEN 
.fl t torneys 

r • 1 Au~st, 
2026 East 107th Str et• 
Clevel d, Ohio. 

Dear r. Au ust1 

,.. t th., ., o r son-in-law. Leoa, I :n t 
1th him P,. _<! D~. . '11'7ot- aturdai t discuss th'! que t1on or 
pplying to ~OTArnor LV64aauu c 1ve cies ey for All 

I want to giv@ yoa fr n1c1, ,., Ti on the subJect ·hich I 
to Lon an Dr. Silver at the Saturd y co ference. 

Fir~t ot al.::,;;l~~ e to say th t o on woul 
i-r~~ ~ia • ~ .h· .-e th• t-b p)i r th.n _ self to.~~ 

er.· I o that you ~t sympathy for your po 
c ot Wlderstand why h 
only a your . oo.. and a 
dictat.d by your ther' 

e ted, you AUOW h:la 
poi t ho ver• 1 

a ntt~r in 11'h1cb we 
ust us our heads a wel 

Dr .. ilv r m ' 't be numbers Govertlor 
Asid fro. the political con

~-r~~~-or through the Attorn y Gen-
of 
1n 
y 

I C 
thi s 

lis 

1 

~-..-r I am also p rso lly 
, th r fore~ be v cy 

Ho ever, I b ie~ th~t this would be the mot 
ino i rtune time to go to th Governor for y assi ta.nee. "• 
cannot oY rloo th tact th t the Goveraor• Dr. Silver . y elt • 
, d the subJ ct matter or our re ues r all Jes. The ye or 

v rybody in this tat are lay th Gover or, d very ct 
he o sis oruUnized 1th ev gre tr C"' re than if somebody 
els s t in the GoYemo s air. cannot do ything 1i'hieb 
woul )U t the GoYer or .................... a."'"'·""-' po 1 tio or . 1 on• whor he 

haTe to say • o .>e111u,fi• In the l ngua ot th 
tr ets, to &o to hi■ uld c rt ' ialy b putting h 

Governor •on th pot. 

e C 
tiJlle the public pre 
relier beinc granted 
Bee us ot th r cent 
public is ~roused d 
or cle cy. 

r c tly - durl g 
acial s sion -

ot ov rloo the , ct that t th pr 
nd public sympathy ould be opposed to 

o anyone 1nTOlved in a crille of this atur. 
epideaic in thi typ of occurrence. tb 
up in rms gai.1s t the sli t s t e t1o 

I poi tout to ou that Gov rnor Lahm 
period th tour t te Legi 1 t~r• • 

Yery tr d ermi 



rs. ili August, 
CleT~l d• Ohio. 

BAAR, BENNETT " I· LLEN 

.flttorneys 
-2- ept ber l t~, 19; • 

punishment to be et d out in c es of ·thi ind. h 1-
tion he took s fa.r ore dr stic t.11.an ythi g ve prop 

mueh so th t not ev the legisl: ture oul 
ire pro r in thi .. r ... speet. 

o long , s 

itin, Allen has 1 s 
th O l ) Tor uest th- Gover tc o -
else hi~ ~t1tut1cn 

ul.d b"' • .. 11.m t 
.,a.-...-,,~--- ive cl 7 at thi 

c is tr lly oppo 
ic utt ce I positio t kn 

, th ... rEi is not rld to get him to y-
t pQe~ t t 

ideaic a.1.1d 

In :r· 
bcrtive 

~ n r ch, lC~ thu 

tence. On re 
r nd the t .... tl mu:: 

ortune moment w 
oy 13. y o e t:b,1 

i 1other 
t..e Govarno will not do nythi t 

ai ly ai u t11 
c furor ub id .• 

,. t O t tl '":? " 
~ itate stro 
tutur of cutt 

cannot go o 
• Th.L • .ot;ld be 
onfident that it w 

u1 · a pli ca. tio .1. 

c n~idere 1 that 
onsulting the Jud 

t 

10 p s ·a t~ntence d +h 
~rticularly the form r • ......_.~ ...... ---

ey. ~oth rr friendly~ 
e1 her one or th 

oul t the pre ent ti---..-:.-. ,, elp to . T e 
, 11 public life 

ould undoubtedl 
+h to o o a g 
ev eri ti ci sa. 

In my o_ 1~1on, at l . st on d a half y r 
1e sentenc time hould xpir ; or y tt pt lo s 

or 
lln 1 mad; that 1 the nimum; e should wit lo ger. 
ma th t e should do othin until th l te Spring r u 

Th t 
r 

of l ..,. . 

I t 1 t ill ot pl a you . 
v r, I sur t • want . to be hon st 1th 7ou; that 

h'-t I .~ teyi to do. A te .t th b nning or 1 
er, I c sting side all tho • ts of p rsoual rri d hip 

·t th · om t d v ewtn it fro the purely practical point of 
vi o a lawyer doing job for client. 

I s d1 copy o this lett~r to Dr. 11v r. 

1th· ind p rsonal gards,, beli Y me to be 

Sic rel your• 



C UHTY COOT 

THE PEOPL F 

• • \.OGO . , 

T 

• • 

HEW YORK 

D f nd nt 

-~--------------~------~----------------------~-~~-x 
At the r o u ·t o 

of 29 I3ro .. dway, nh~ t t n, 

Ne York, e , h un r ~igned, 

, t orney .. t La 

-n 8tv-to of 

euro-P ychia tri s t and 6lien1 t, r ~i din , 706 e t 

l68tn tr e , ,· York City, ·. nd THOJIJ o . , K.D. 

uro-Psychiatrist n Alieni t, ·si ing t 400 Clinton 

venue, Brooklyn, New York, th ex~1miner r 
lun cy in accor nee ,1th the Kn 1 Hy iene L~ r N 

neuro-p .:,ychia ric .: min:. i vn of the 

de na ,., nt, LL N • UGO T, • .. t h e ova c pt i ned • "' t t3r • 

• uch :,tmin-- ticn .rforme 

• 7 h , 8th, 9th 0 th, 1932. . t the ti n of making ~uch 

....... in'"' tinns, t n ddi t..i.on t J ur lvds, t hsr v r 

pre:- nt IL . B , BuOCK, E ., ctt rney~ 

f or the d f end nt, nd J HN J .. o•~EILL ~Y, ·.D., 

r pr s nting the Dis t rict A torn y' s ffic 

County. 

' ' n nrvie ed he follo ing: 

I. L 'N • OGU ... T, i'.l t 

... Kings 

2. CL ICE • UGO T, 'if ,f t h d fend nt 

1. 



3. 

4. 

' , 
... I,.). H~ ... tllINE Y, ' isv ,.. r p h defen • nt J.. 

.. Cu, 1..,t r ... r th f ... nd\,ont 

5. • LEO CO , p ci · t 11 t,;on .. y 
I n " V roo_{ yn, 

.., or .. 1~chur In cddi J. n, ,e h 

from t ... e Oni t t r y ) th Aefen ~nt, .LLEN . 

~uou T. 

.Y • 

Our e ~min· ti,n cv prised complete hy ical, 

neurologiccl ., n psychi ·-- trical ev· lu ... .,ion of he dA:' .,nda t 
·lon the line· o family ' nd ~r ~ n· hio ory, cho0l 'nd 

·n ustri 1 life d r sult f 

~uc~ e nmination, e er :1th submit he following r ort 

, nd opini n. 

Th... f • 11..y ni t do: no evid nc ·ny 

neurotic tr:1ts or psychi•t ic tendenci-s or ·ny 

hospit:.1liz ti n in • n ~-1 titutl 

diseu e. 

fo • ent · l : nd nervous 

liIJTO lY 

Th .... fend· nt, aLL.6 . OGOvT, orn in 
Clev lc.1.nd, hi , on th 2nd d--y ,1f 

birth ' n evelopment prior to .;cho l a ge • • .. r .... norm 11 but 

w d thtt h . uff~red from nocturn l enurosis, hich 

cr\ndi ti n persisted t the thirteenth ye~:.r. I the ., ight 

of psychiatric determin· tin, this is r~ urded s 

neurotic trait. Thi c nditi n of cturn.::11 enuro is 1s 

pr ent in h ~own son ) to iu re nt a g or about 

eleven years. 

r 

2. 



·1 chool life both in gr,mmar · n hi h ~chool 

d r good adJustm nt in thi s field, e~p cially in 

athletic, uch Q~ r ot-b~ll, ckey ·nd trEck. He 

r uduated from igh school ju~t prior t · rriving 4 t 

eighteen yec.t.r of • D ring 1i~ school life, 1 so :ed 

m ny ambitiona n id c. l -· u n :hich n., co ld postulr te 

go9d futur citizen. From the ag~~ vf eighteen to 

twenty-to, hi" .:ndustri •l 1 if 

effie ency, pro~uctivity ~nd 

cha r t.ct rized by 

in the f~eld of his 

chosen en e·-vor, v iz. c losm n of ~adie.3 c t £:. nd uit •• 

t th~ age rt enty-t o, he enl.ist~d i th~ 

orld c r ·:nd 1gned to the Ordnanc~ Corp 0
• 

He SU n J b Cti e Cm· - t. H- honor · .. bly Lischarged gro■ 

the A my in February, 1919. The di.,ch&r~e 1ndic t ~ hi 

char...,cter ... s excellent; n o •• O.L. ~.nd no ab.;;ences 

under any other provi in~ Gener 1 Orders of' the 

Ary. Opon hi~ return to civi if, he experienced 

gr a t difficulty in a justing himv lf t o the conditi ns 

her und then prevai ing. 
f rt er __ 1_ vin the 

u c•uu.l c ... 4 refree existence r-.f h A rmy, "I seemed g along 

the lines of le~ ·t re ~1stence, --nd n.thin eemed to 

m~tt - r. Ho ev.r, I orked all right 4nd my r ver ge income 

... from $75. 00 t 

"I h ... d no ch nge 

100.00 a week." He ~trod further, 

y mode r living ~nd it took me sJme 

tim b~fore I c uld elimin'te ,rmy ~ ife trom my system.• 

In the • nth f 1921, h u rried •1 s 

Clarice Abrahams, ft -•r & thre ye. r c urtshlp. His 

m""'rried lif - :J.· happy -- n h- contribUtBd el-1. t his 

• 



home. ohortly ·ft r hi· i~rriage, h e en ~nth~ r~ 1 

estr t .s.n in urcnce busines ·. in <-=s~ociati -~ with ·s f i th r 

in l P.w. H .., 1.5 the r~ th ~r f )n chi u, a s )n, n(h, eleven 

y .. • r s of ~,g .... , -=· nd ace rdin- t his ifet ,. sta t 

~ an id0 1 husb~n nd f ' thBr up to ! pproxim _ 

two ,;.nd one-half y 0 a • ·,ri r t o the commission o 

act o ~ ct~ lleg d. tn he indic ent. 

nt, h., 

,ly 

th 

A:· ;. child, h h ad ·, • ... mbrn.n us cr ..)Up \";1th a. 

ent residua l f a r ·.ucous v ic .... , m., 1 --- r1a., .hooping cough 

nd a p~culictr physical r~dcti~n to runnin~ te~per- ture 

czceeding thJ norm· l limits conse~uent 1Jo the underlying 

c~ndition. nroughuut hi~ ~re end even to the time of 

our e .. amiru tion, he u fer d from s evere h adaches 

,. nd, 

he h~1 

n sever 1 occ sion , , h his automobile, 

to ull overt th· curb bectus 1 of th0 blurring 

vi._)ion ue t .... the ;3 e • fh • .1e • n highschool, ;,

a r ·:..::,ult of (I .:·tr .,et ccident, h sustained !l fr r~cture 

of the left rist 2.nd __ ft leg. n u se .. uently, ~ ~ result 

of en ther 'ccident, h sust~ined a crushed 1 ft foot . 

.IALITY 

Fro t e point .f v ew o ~ :max:e-up or p<~r · r .. 11 ty 

r th~t hich essentially c n titutes him· ~ an individu 1, 

e is a er n ·1th ..... 11 x .. 1t,·t1 -,n of mood~, k non 

edically -~ mild euphori . mh; s m· .nifest;?d itself 

e peciall.y in hi:.:; vuluati n of hi~ n re.l 3tate 

regardle3s of prevailing ~rk t c nditi~ns. 

ade friend a 1 y th by ho in h· th 

e trov rt type inc ntradistincti n tot 

Bowev r, h 

• s of th open 

seclus1Ye introv rt 



t ype f p r >J n 11 ty; ther~ ::& s n0 t • ng 1 nusual or nt 4 
- • ci 1 

in hi b~ avior, c n uc )r ci~ 1 r ~.,!- cti n:- until 0 ut 

t 0 and on .,-h·:lf ye:.r a o, t1. t ,1ich 1 e ht. experienced 

h 's fir o.;/ t u in s r ~v r ~ .... , "' nd b ;ime .:>Om what irrit~bl 

• nd cr, nky i n hi rJe, less t lk· tiv .... n u ""d 0 b J, 

le contidenti c. l .. 1th his ife • nd he s t urt :- d o ke p 

& y from his friend~. Durin thi riod f time, 

encing , pproxim; tely t ~o n . nc-h ":.lf y.., 'l r ..: go, : ~ hi· 

fin:...nci:11 c ndi ti: n b-?.c,::i.me incre: • • ngly a cut,:), h 0 dev .Jloped 

rant: -· tic ideas overc e the " ifficulties . ~- ong 

the . e re the purch"i- . o promi ssor not , of the Amtorg 

Tr!1 aing C por< tit)n (; t a • rice u ~t --~nti lly belo th ir 

fyce • ount, tock m-rket speculctions, entering in the 

busine s f .;Jell .:. n -: t .. ir ~- tr:blecloth.;> by h~ U-:Je t 

•1-..,;u -~ e m th d ~ . 1th u .:>U.fficien c it · l, noe of hich 

resulted in a ny uccee, but, on contrary, produced 

f:1.na nci. 1 1osse which compl.1 't.,d · n an 

a grDVi.:!ted the • l r .. ~i "'y nx1~ting c~nditionw. The ·e 

trr ns' ... ctions nt er.d _ to contr ry t th vice ~}r 

c unsel ·nd hi immedi· tv f ; ily. In · pril, 1931, he 

borrowed the limit from he Onit d Qt c;,.t.;s V t er ~ns 

Bur\,;, r- u on his dJu t d C mpen ·-· tion er·tific~t , •. nd in 

DecP.mb r, l93l, he rrowed . ney 0n .., .., c nd , rt ... on 

his h ·.; e. .t this la tt r time, h h·· d his wife sign ".l l c~r • 

nu ber of pro issory n'Jte"> i bl rul, .... hich ha t -:.. tcd 

he would h: v to u -e from time t time. His ite t -ed 

.. ht it seeme t r she 1gned • n ... nt1ro ·1 d , r ..,uch 

notew in blank. Throughout · 11 thee p riods, h kept 

a ay .. ore 

h ould situ a l ni t t ti 

-5-



· lked 

.:.. 
• l, d1~clo · .. 1..., fin~.,n 1~ l •. orry. 

&.y, r ea y June, 1 9 -z ,:;, 

pre iums t hi f:, • nsu ·· nc 

e ~tricate hims lf fro t: e r · n r~n -•1 '+1 if.:.'iculti~n n ~;hich 

.. e found h.:ms .Lf . In he l • t ,'.., r )(;,rt f lut1 1 r y 

July f l9Z2, th ... ch n e in hi 

1 t for / e fir , ... t time. 

HJ ou tl si arounr the 

he bee~ e t rribly m ooy end .:., a t u: .... t n-1 n1t until ur 

or five in the ~ornin .~,di g or ... r:. lking t ., floor. 

His wif st:.:te· th~. t he r; s d pr .!:>3e , v0ry oody, un-

coa11unic~ .. ti ve ..;nd • n ..:..ev • hen ..;.ih~ a ked 

h:1.m h--:t as troubling 11 , he • v:~ 1~r either an ev:•.:Jive 

ns er or r ~1ed tor p1y. In 

neigh orh od drug .., e re ~· 

cc · :,1 _, ns • sked 

r. Leo C oper, the aruggi t in charge, .J.. .. r " :ope r 

somethi to ~ke him sleep". 

inci ents ~ follo•: 

"I h -v --- .. nown Kr. 11.u ,..,u..; t f ... r b-. u t five nd ... 

half ye~r ~; Is · h 

fello h 

on ,~\'" •r , .. ,.. ! five time a week; h 

n th go; for the l('. ~,t ix . nths 

h h2d a i.d 1 ok: 11~ eye . Ont· r OCC' J i ons in the 

onth o:f u6u t in this y ~r, h c· m into my drug 

>Jtoro u.n o iv him • d pe or ~omething 



to ke hi~ sl ep. I r .fu•· d him. n the eon occ ~si0n, 

h rushed in to my proscripti .- n room ·:n a .ike 

hi someth 1g or ~ 1~ ~erve-·" 

to ive 

Durin th :"\nth .. ugu.;;t, 1932, -. h n the 

def enCi~nt' s ~ n r.. s o. ~y '" t c m .:,.nd tu r ., a n :, xcuse 

for the def nd nt '-nd .. is re to rem .: n h"'me at nL.ghts, 

~ r fu&ed t . 1- er~ni t .. is ':'\ife t · 1:Jte : ocial en • ge ..,nt~, 

.hicn, his if unu u~i n ni~ p rt. eir 

ar und tl 

cent by thems~:v s, t aking 

h - e in a preoccupie 

h n the d ... f 0 ndantt s,:> 

c..:.nner. 

c· lks r .:>i tting 

E}rly in 

_et· rned fr cnmp, 

the boy r:~-ted his ~ther, "Whut iv theta t 0 r it! d.ddy". 

'I'hr, ugh ~.ome petty r~.fu a.l .J1 ,h " rt f his ;:,,, n, .., 

burst .: nto u furor ,~nd be .. t hi .. child unm~rcifull y, . t .. 1ing 

th t "~•;> entirely f reign to ais ke-up. Th c~ ·ti ,: ti n 

w·: a a r in xcess of .ha t th offen - merited. s 

de~cribed by his ife, it ,c 

n the point b :-.ing rut l .... n 

ruei ~ ~ to b. almost 

_ 5 ife h :.' to 

n4-. 0 rvene :~ d her.;;elf r .... c .... iv"'d m 0f t ~ tr~ tm nt. 

For .. f ~r1 f -::tpproxim~t ly t • y~-:.r . ·.rior 

t o Septe ber, 19 2, the d fen nt becume inti;l~t ly 

,. cqu ~int d in 2 bu in ,s .. . y , nd thr u . h bu ines .. , tran -

• cti n , •i th the oth r efen ~nt, Clark. The bcquaint:·nce

ship ri. e ed ,_ n .L the month of July of thi e .r, n 

discussing busine~s 

bu ~ ine s ·.·1th Clark 

tt -Jr ,.. , rt· ning to th insur -nc 

- n th .. ir int· JI' t th 

found th mselv s in 1 retty ·1uch th P- f1nanc1 l str tus. 

hen Ju u t•s cJndition Durin the fir~t rt f ept 

h•,.d ec me ~o .. cute th" t he beli v d th· t he could not m t 

7. 



• is oblig ~: tions 

on the t wentieth o • t·~ 0 • nth ::~ nc Clerk bein • .!.n the $.-.me 

postion, the defend:.nt s be g.c~n t ~i CUS !.: v:;.,ye ;::..nd rtec:-,ns 

of . eeting thAir fi ~nciL, obl1 ~~t1~ni. 

Dur_ng tn.s time, September, 1 Z2, the defen ~nt 

nt.:·l tensi n, .. nt n • .;;tress , 

insomnia , •"eP; ·,hensi ::,n, an..uety, 1:rashibility ; nd '· 2.s 

un:ible to c""rry d>n his business 1 busin ....... >~-like ray, 

especially the mechanic::11 et ·1.:.::.1 r.s evidvnce by the 

confusea ~t a te of i1is busine s records 1 t thic: time. 

Account ·-:-_nt ,.. :/ho were ~ngagcd t o .Y..'-.!1 ine hi s. books of 

account reported t ,i t they \':er:\ so .1..., cKing in rl~tr➔ il ~:nd 

so mixed t2,v that n picture of ·- 1 ,, financial c ndi ti n 

could be given ~::-1th [.ny degree of accuracy. This 3pplied, 

particularly, to the onth -f August and ceptembJr, 1932. 

Tha approach of ~eptez er 30th, is~2, - nd even the thought 

or 1 t aggravated the al:rec.dy ex1 ting ..,, nt s.i l . t r t _ under 

•hich the defendant -;r:.r lcboring. E•, im.self st ~~ ., .~,d, 

"I h·i" come to the ena ~ f: the rope". The coui s s ion f 

he ~cts lleged in the indictment follo red . The terr1£1c 

pressure of the financial obli r·n tions \ hich h l•.d to be met 

the next da.y obscured his judgment. As he stated it himself. 

a1t super1eded the th ught of anything else that 
could matter.n 

He st~t d furth .... r that n the carrytng out o.f 

the act, they both fortified themselves 1·1 th liquor. 

The uct itself . s committed 1n "echanical ·~y, their 

minds befogged and not f'ully two.re of the enormity of the 

offense or of the full re~11zation f the s~me or it~ import 

a. 



unt • 1, ,.;..; ..:; th- d fe d· nt e pre--- .... e ... 11 self, "I "id n0t 

re!)lize t e enor i ty .... t .. .,. ... off en:., - u 4 i I . ··. ,;;) in t h e 

r o .• 

Fro '- neurolo ,ic 1 ..,t~ ndpoin , t:1er•-:. i s • 

n videace ~ b y function or or,,.an1c nervou ... disorder. 

P i 1 , i 1-·ll rie'(" ., 0 'Ad ··n -:: y s c • --Y, i a 3 ..., ..... v • -

nJ.:,, the usual 
• 

r acti 1 t~ _ncL~cer ati n. 

ur 

V' ril us ej:.c...r11inc1 tions, r n ,. ft , r tt c<..i.rsful n ly .,is f the 

c .Jnstitution:....l, mentc;l • nc. emoti ·) n, 1 r~ ~ .. cti ,...ns •: J. the 

de~endQ,nt, Lugust, during the p ·· ·t t o ·· nd one-h< .. l.f y 8 ·· rs, 

n e~pec~ully in the r. onth o 

th '~Cts 1 geu ln th · indict 

t, :c..nd the fore p: .. rt 

tlle comm.1. 5S1. n or 

i=: nu 

.. ·'"! e r: +,1.· o_r.1 f"' a"'ou~-,1- i our "'1ind -· ..1..h • t he •• ,. \o - - L "' :41, \ , • < • _, , .--, 

.:uch ~- co 1.Jiru .. 1.,ion of forces .l • ch C ' u a" • ...l ..... r. ;;, ,:. d. 

• toring under 

mo-r t' 1 unr1inging 

loll this 

condi1..ion resulted inn. compelling influence ccusing 

chrnge ov r ~is emotio l ·nd inatinctive faculties 

affecting his rnl judgments a nd ethical st ndards. 

morbid 

In fine, e ~re t. f the opinion from· psychi tric 

standpoint, · t the time of the commission of the 'Cts 

rlleged in the indictment, the ef~nu nt, Augu·, • 

ment .. lly t.t sick man ..:..nd suffering frl)m / 

of m'nic-~e ressive illnes · . uch depre- ·ed ph se of illness 

9. 



• s charc;..cterized by E nxiety, r J::,tl s n°..;s c. :; .c f 

c eo.r thlnking ·hich blun.a.. .... d nis o r s • f r.>rcepti n. 

Dat d: e Yark, Dece~ .er l th, 19~2. 

~3 ectfully ~ubmitted, 

i 

10. 



Name ....... Rab. P.1 .. A .. . .H. • .. Sil.v.er •....... ... .... ... 
c/o The Temple. 

Street & NoEne.e.l .. Ro.e..d .. & . .E.a.s.t .. l.0.5'.th •. , .. .S.t. 

Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver:-

Box 248 

Attica, N. Y. 

. ... .. . P.~.<; .•. ~ 3.+., ... .... ..... 1933. 

I 

Ky Mother was here to see me last Friday, Dec. 29th. Guess only Mot~he~r~s.__ __ _ 

. would make the trip she made _on_ such a day. _!!_ was 17 below here. -~ good deal of 

our conversation was about you and your interest in my case. 
------

Don't imagine your correspondence, which I know is prolific; is very vast in 
----- - - ---·-- -------- - - -

such cases as mine, so this letter may be of interest. I have wanted to write 
------------------ --------- -----·----- --------------

and thank you for your interest and deeds, ·but hesitated until other said a let-

ter from me would be welcome. So here goes. 
-· -- -

One in prison equipped with a little education can usually make oneself use-
--ful and be used accordingly. My case is no exception. Life here, that ie physic-

ally, is beyond belief to one on----uie outside. Cleanl iness and attention to matters 

of health are perfect. Lack or- space must ma1ce me 0r1e:r on all subjects, but I 

could write on life and conditions for pages. However my Mother can fill 1n tnese 

detaile. No offi·cer has shown me-any special favor, but all have-treated-m-e with 

just using a little common sense. 

After nearly a_y_e_a~ and a half of try.ing.~o analyze .my ca.ae for myself know - -

you are interested in~ conclusions. It is very simple but THE onlY one. A real _ 
;,,y 

case, if ever there was one, of temporary insanity or reactive Jillrchosis due to 

a growing intolerable situation. I believe there have been plenty of these cases 
-·--·--------- ------- · -

since 1929; only thank God I don't believe another took the violent form mine did. 
------------------------------ ---

I certainly realize that a penalty must be paid. It is going to be. Unfortun-

ately, the powers tha t be,will not differentiate or recognize this factJ I'm a-
--- - -

fraid. In cases like mine,the penalty will not stat-rt to be paid1 until rehabilita-
----- -

tion · e~arta once more. At present my loved ones are the ones that are paying. 

'This, my dear Doctor is "old stuff" they will say: but believe me, when I say it 
----------------- ------------------ - ----------



, mine includ 

Since return to normalc and I am that wa again, naturally my one thought 

is to finish up this end of my penalty. That now consists of controlling myself 

mentally. 'rlhich means,_steeling myself against_what my _dear ones outside, I know, 

are paying for me. To get back to them as soon as possible; to start my real "bit" 

or,have it your way rehabilitation, in order to assume my share of that burden for 

them~ i s my one aim in life. Prehaps ones utter helplessness is a better way to 

express what grips one so, in these places. 

Any thing you can do to hasten this for them, must be appreciated. Personally 

I am ready, anxious and I know able, to start my real "bit", any time it is seen 
------------------·- --·----

fit to allow me. 

1ng can e done 1n -fJia.~ -matter un·m the natural expiration o my m1n1-

you could help effect my transr-er·-to Wallkill, where I could l"l!"Cieve 

-~ visit from my family oeeaeionally,-tha-t.- w-e---al~--so badly need and want9 That, 

is a financial impossiW-J.:i..t,y:.-he-re-,--.arui is my only complai-n-t-;--bu-t-y.o.u...-ea.n well im-

at1and I believe, just ane..-----------------------
In conclusion can Ql1ly_say, I have tried ~_,ixe ypu ~__Jill_ort resume of prison 

ersonal ho es and life and conditions as the exist _to_4~.1 toM_iher with ----- '-----------~....__ _ ___ __ 

thoughts. I pray it adds some i~e~us to your_ t_B~ughts and actions. Also that it 

will merit just that,and a reply as to what you have done and are contemplat_1_·n_g __ ~ 

doing in my behalf. 
----------------------- ------ ------- ----- --------

Believe me, my dear Doctor to be, 

Sincerely yours, 

{P_1Lw,-~~ 
Allen W. August, 

- --- ------------- ----- -- --- - - •. --
P. S. ffill be glad to go into any subject or detail,;such as what my lawyer 

told me after conviction; that you may want or need, if you will tell me just 

n your er. 

---------------



N8me . . R~.liQ;. .. A.l! .•... S.i.t~~r., .. q/9_ .. '.r!l~ .. 'r.~~P.le. 

Street & No ... .. E.nJl~l . . .BQao. .~ .. E.-. .. lQ5~-P:, .. .. S..t. 

City ... . . . Qi. ~V.~l ~~4 ........ ... St.a t e . . . ..... . Q n ~ 9. .~ ... . 

Der Dr. Silver•---=-~=---=-=~-=-==-=-=--=-=~------·--------------· 

Box "°J. J.i 8 

A ttica , N. Y. 

Feb. 2, 1934. ., 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 19,J 

---- ----

~uite realize that I am imposing on your ,ood nature to say nothing of your 
------- ·•---------·--- ------ ---------- --- - ------ -

time with my constant requests and appeals. But as the proverbial drownding man 
--- ·- ·- - ··-··- - - ---- ••• ---·--- ------·•-- --

grasps at the proverbial straw, and as my Mother writes that my previous letter 

was well recieved; am going to do just tbat. Only this time with a more personal 
-- ·--- ·····---- --- •·•--·-· ·- -----•·••-· -·---- --------- -- -·•--·---

matter. 
- -

To be candid since leaving Cleveland haven't tc4ken much interest in religion 
---------·-· 

or those connected with it. That might have been due to the mentality and sermons 
- ------------------ ------ ---- - - -- ---

of the Rabbis, or the pettv bickering in the reformed Jewish temples of Brookly 

Their methods in all respects quite disgustea me~ -Know tfiem al~ we11, as my l!ol.her 

can tell you. However arr the congrega{lona there, t h e ·Rabbis, my w-ife and myse1.f. 

as we as tne rnoi here,·-do agr-e-e on--o-ne thing . iVe look cyon you a;s a sort of

, a ki-nd of super -man. D-on t t know whether you realize how well known and- -

- --1---1"1-A-•ught of y-ou reaH-y--a-re.-lf yo-u--lme-w---me -D-0-e-to.r--y.ou -would under-s-tand that i .t ---

-.........+H-1&t 1 sn..Lt-in---me-to..-tl-&-t-ter . ---S-O--..d-on !__t . .take i..t_ tha t _way. _ 

1-----~~,__ bel iev.e......l.._nee_d. __ a_eul)er __ man _rigb t _ now....1... and_ not __ for !Jlyself. To~ccen t~a t~ 

- -~~t.ALALX--·...1_J11S.Y-1.n.t..e.r.es t you _ to know _that the Augusts_, ... as_ a _g_~ne.!-:_~l _ r~l ~ a~~- one _ 

man or women creatures. I am no exception. i'/hatever I may be or have done or 
·-- ~-·-- - --- ---~- ---·----------·---- - -- -- - - - - -- - ·•··--- - ------- ---

whatever shape my mind was in at any time, in the back of it was first and fore-

most my wife and family. That is as it should be. Of course every man thinks he 

loves his wife and family the most. Just to say "suspense and utter helplessness" 
----- ---- ----

does not convey then-th part of what a man with normal tendencies goes through 

mentally in these placesJat a time like this. It is useless to try to describe i 

Latest reports from Brooklyn are, that due to worries both financial and 
------ - ---·-----

otherwise, my wife has had a complete breakdown. She does not seem able to re-

cuperate. It is all mental. If anything were to happen to her, I know I am alone 

to blame. In that case will ask, when the time comes, for my maximum. Don't 



believe I could face the_world, m~ f amily or so~_with that hanging on me. rould _ 

not want to. My mental perspective in this respect may be all wrong but I don't 
-------- ------ --- --- -------

think so. 

Doctor, will you write her an encour~ging letter of some kind? Know it will 

help greatly because she thinks as I do , of you. If you can get it to her quickly, 

believe that the saying is, you will be "ever bleat". _______ Her address is -C.lar.ic~Aui• 

ust, 1116 Di tmas Ave. Brooklyn, New-Y-o-rk.-- -I-f----e-v-e-rything-- c-o-me-s---out al-l--right-, -- the

_ .._..__,.,.__..,....__. _ _ _,,__~---e-my b re the r -i-n- 1 aw Mr • I saaG-s--,- -G~ ---tny:----a--t--t-0:-rney--M-r---Baar., wan t_y .ou. -

included in the conf-eumce. Want _you _ _t.o _.meet her. ______ _ 

Know this cal J apse would ntrrer have hap_p_eneJL_had._l_ been able to _e tay~ t __ the _ 

her place. I then could have seen and encouraMd her occasionall. That is wpy_ 

m makin such dee erate efforts to et to Wallkill as soon as possible. She coul 

visit me there. The trip both ways is made in a day. Funny but I felt this thing 

coming on. Know just how much she can stand. 

At present am acting here as the Jewish Chaplain's secretary. He was in Albany 

last week. Spoke of my case to a certain par ty th~re _st~ting he th~~~hln\~~e~i~~ 
. 

interested. You understand I cannot go into detail s. This party was attracted/\as 
-, 

soon as your name was mentioned; but knew nothing of the whole matter. Rabbi 0
} - ~ . 

------------------------------ ______ , ------ -----··-- -
Chaim Davidovitch, would not or could not go into details because he did not know 

what you had done or contemplated doing. He advi~ed me in my next letter to you 

to mention this and to ave you ma line so tnat you could oo--in- get--io~ 

ge er on ng could -be-a-c·compl1:shed if- --¥OU--wou-+-,ld- -

wor no ther allusion to that "sup-er-man7·i---spoke of. Anyhow -you see 

-"""tTTnar-,rrrn-~...-~~.,...-tt-T\---~~ A--'~a.Je:l-4e~p~a.a-:1r~...'.ltu=ez._..____l,HL.1iJLS -ad<k-es-8-i--s-39 8 Hi-ek-o ry s i: • -Burt al 0 • 

----tn=--e<:>-mNt1r-:t~~~~ r,ru!--l~1:-ru~~~ ~--~1s to.- get my wife .o_n_the_r_o_a.d to. heal th_._ 

-----~------Q.4-.,--U,.g.---M.....lu.l~__..~J.llj~ - ... 1._J_!m~p~our~t~a~n t , but only if she ~s we 11 • Wan_~ _ to go on re-

cord here as promisin not to bother you _ag~in~nle~_:S _Y~~ ask _for _it; if you get 

a letter to her at once. Am__p__ositive it will be of great help to her. 
- --

Just can't help saying that it has dona me good to write you. Fell better for 
- --- -----

it and if you say I may, will do so at intervals. 
----

Sincerely 



e. A. • ~•t, 
1116 Dit • v nue, 
Bro lyn, N.Y, 

d · r rs. Augu.at1 

1 l v r c ntly r c iv 
1 t\ r rom All n. He sound d r \nff 
depr• ed d loneaome. I aho ld 11 to t 1k 
to 1ou bou\ hi if l\ 1• conv nt for 7ou. 
I 11 be in w Y r oa -· ... ·- • ebrua17 
14th, t th . ,odor• Hotel. 1 t me 

ow whet 1er xp ct you. 

1th :ill good h •• Ir in 

S1nc rel1 yours, 

AHSl:S 



• T. 

d r ~. 

y l t .. -
to h ar ·:rom •,ju. 
me ro t~ . , t 
you. 

r , 11n 
in r 
lhall • :ol 
cot c\ with ... 

~ bruarJ 8, 1934. 

rec ipt of 
s • ry l sed 
b n ·11 to••• 

• d u\ 

e 
t I 

o t17 to 
a.ball 

. it you u:pon ~ return :!rom 

• be d th t 7 t 
bot, .. er1 me n you rit to •· I 11 

~• be PP1 to h ar from you. KMp ell 
and f ood cour • 1th 11 .... _ ... ,.fl...,l !.ah , 

Ir ia 

V ainc ,rely YOU! , 



Rabbi A.H. Silver. 
o/o The Temple. 
East 105th. St. & Ansel Road. 
·l veland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver;-

s t. 11, 1934. 

It isn't often that I have the opportunity of writing 
to you, and now that I may, I am doing so. 

Prehaps, it is because it is the New Year; bringing 
with it more definite thoughts and hopes of a new begining 
and a new start in life; that is urging me to write to you 
on that subject. 

Although I will not be eligibl for r lea on parole 
for several months more, the process of determining my eli
gibility will start much earlier. robably th most impor 
ant requirement is that of having a definite assur ce of 
employment awaiting me. 

I believe you still retain suffioi nt faith in m, o 
he m this resp ct. I am anxiously and eagerly ooking 
forward to the chance to male good and redeem myself again. 
Would pr~fer to try to accomplish hi in Ne York, but, if 
th opportunity is only available el here, I will be happy 
and grat f 11 to ace pt; wh r v rand ha ev r it m be. 

Knowing that you have so many in luen ial friends, may 
I sk you to ape on my behalf with any of them; who may 
be in a position to offer me employment; when the occasion 
arises? Of course I kno this takes time, but I would like 
you to have the matter in mind; therefore this early request. 
Prehaps you can do this on one of your occasional tripe to 
New York? Or, if it cannot be found in e York, then, as I 
s id, any plac e cept Cleveland will do. 

It will be necess ry to have a promise of employment 
officially recieved by me herel fort parole man's inspec
tion, not later than Karch or pril next. May I depen upon 
you to aid me in obtaininf it? It means so much to me. In 
fact almoe everything. Im sure you understand exactly how 
much the opportunity of starting life; right again; does mean. 

I will appreciate hearing from you. 111 you accept my 
best wishes for a Happy New Year, and also, my deepest thanks 
!or your kindness, trust and efforts on my behalf. 

Sincerely, 

~W½wJ-



P. s. y present address is, A.W. August. 
c/o Dr. Leo J. Palmer. 

I meant to 
Due to the 
turn d. 

Wallkill, N. Y. 
get this to you befor New Years da. 
wrong kind of aper I sed it w r 



. J.11 n . ague\, 
Dr. Leo J. Palmer, 
lk:111, B.T. 

117 de ,ia • Augusta 

Sept r 13, 1. 34. 

Le, me thank lr:AJ. for 7<10.r le\,er of 
Sept b r 11. I w· • v r, ple ed to h fr m yau.. 
I am gl d \o kaow \bat you will be eligible for 
rel •• on parole before ~ mon\ha are o• r. I ■ball, 
ot com-••• make ev r, e tort to find • earol011D8nl 
for you.. '?hia will no\ be eaa7. Oil Ollb'ecll7 know 
,he 11 t1on t.hrou,pou.t the coun\ and th large 
nwnbera of eople who are unemploye • wever, I ahall 
4o IQ' b at. II would help \o a_ ch ■Olle bu1lnea1 
or · niz tiona if you will let me know , 1<:ltl. are 
quallfi d to do an4 • \ buaine • ctiv1t1ea yau were 
e ged in. 

I h · rt117 r ciproc te your If w Y ar gree\1 •• 
I hope th t you. w111 ood ye in ev ry way. l \h 
kin e1t r rd, Ir 

V ry elnc r 17 ours, 

AHS:DK 



,.. 
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• 
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~ • 
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• Allan W. Atl&il•t, 
~Dr.Leo J, Palmer, 
allcill, ... t. 

r..y de r • AU&U9t1 

I am rit.1Jac "¥ \hi n te Just to let yau 
mow t.h· _ t, I ve b en thi.nldn ot I am in cone t , 
,ouch •-th your de r mot.her who _....., . ..,, Wormed ab I 
you. I tru t t \ you a.re well. 

I •a• in Hew ork laat wee and •noke to • 
Daily at the H • Yorker Hotel. He is v ry mu.c. inter t.ed 
in providing ployment tor 7 •h•n th lim come,. 

I know that you are goi g \hroll&h •om• very dark hou.ra 
and I hope tb: .. t, you w111 tin enough e\ren \h w1\hin you.raelt 
to enable yau. to IUl'IDOWlt your ,orrow d diaappoinlmenl. 
1 • people a.r 1trengthened and ennobled 1 their tribulation,. 

ather condition• here in Clev l d ve been bad 
but we re makin the bet fit. Ple, ae rit,e me aboul 
your elt whenever your I iri\ move, 7ou to write. 1th 

11 good wiahea, : rmit m to remain 

V r •incerel.7 yours, 



April 1. 19: . 

r. Daily. As iata t a.nager, 
Hotel or ~-r, 

Yer , • Y. 

ii d r r. ,D ily I 

• Aut,-U st, t 
ff""'{~ ... ..,t•a e se 

B d of p. 
\hi t 

lp. You so r d \o 
moment and I•~ 1 te 
a\ y ur ~ 11 t c nee. 

1th 11 o 

P.r R • 

lr r li. 
ol lett r 

o ~ e· t st 
t tl e op )or\'\lDe 

1 y 1 w uld, 
th Bo r d. 

1 ry cordi: lly ur, 

Sa 





I i 
t i 
l , MOTION PICTURE THEATRE OWNERS 

Babbi Silnr, 

% 'l'eJll)le. 
105111 Stnet. 
Cl ••land. <1110., 

J1J clear Rabbi 1-

STATE OF NEW YORK - WESTERN ZONE 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
505 PEARL STREET 

BUFFALO, N. Y. 

WASHINGTON 7772 

At Iba reque1t of ••• Ell J.uguat, of your 01'7, I am 

giTing you herewith the adclresl of J.i.qSBMBL?llil .AMBUR L.SWAB!Z, 20"1 WA.BBltf 

J. v.Bllll, ORJI) BB, 11. Y • 

A•••bl,-n Sllaris (Blpiblican) at 1111 requat waa inatrm111Dtal 

in h&Yiag J.lla tn.natern4 tio■ At,loa, 11.y. to the Detention camp at \\Ill.till, 

••'• After th11 trauter waa Jl&cle, at Ra. ~t•• request, I ap.in oontaote4 

Aasembl,-n swar,s (who bJ the -, 1a on the penal OOde OOmmittN \•r the state) 

asking that he me hi• inflaem• in ha Ying Jllau placed on parole• sans re

ported to • after a trip he made to Al'ban1 that h• ha4 oontao'94 a.rtain paril•• 

and reported baok aa tollon1 that a nqaeat tor parole had been made, but that 

it waa held in abeJ&DO• ,mtil Jeaaey lat, 1936. A.I th8 '1• .-. swarts g&Ye • 

th11 infoNation, he n.ge1te4 that no action be taken prior to the aboft c1a,e. 

!hi• •• ptmred from the oonvenation he had with the J.1~ paril••• A■ far 

swarts, it 10112 10 c1111n. I 'bl11tYe hownr, that lbe let,er prooee4ve 11>ul4 

)I along '1111 llnN of a per■onal iaM"iew betwen ,ovMlt aD4 oo-..rnor Lelllln, 

ln WhlOh oaN a pardon lhoul.4 be aalmcl tor rather '11D parolee 



fl B&b'bl S11N1te 

I .. quite .... JOU &N faaillar With th• bop pannta, 

aa 11911 •• thl earller life of .&.11.aa. !bl lto, hi.a Nl'ftcl a ntftoient 

perlo4 of dlll to aatlat, tho•• Who proMoulecl. 

I - hopetal, for the -- ot the iaNnU, that JOU Will 

be noo•••ta.1 1n •ourlng h11 earl1 rel••••• 

If theN 1• anr farther ln.tomatlon JOii dealre, or &111 

aaalatame 1'h1Gh I • able to giYe, 4o not Mlltate to oall on •• 

w1,h best wiama, 

COr41ally yam-a, 

•• CJ J .H.JIICH&BL • 



S tember 30. 19 

r. J.rthur . S ar\s, 
~07 arren v . , 
I DIIIO •• • Y. 

• de i.r. w tat 

I kn 
ca • of .111· 

• t you ve been int 
ery fr1endl 

. tli re of 
[ , (!.?' 

\011Ch with ..... "'.... ir aon. 
:inyth I c lp th m. 
~th th,- t 1 unwi1e t t w 
purpo • I im w thut you. •• e 1 t 
Allan ferr \o ,1c..A.11..all d I 

ted t 
helpt\11 

empl• tor 
co• unt 

r to do 
'.J ilh to do 

t t 

int r in ha.vi him pl c d on • role. 
cl • t t btJ7 ba.1 suffered enou.g;h and • paid 
tor hle folly. T amily a bee urgl me to • 

perao l e l to Governor Leh! I do not wt.ah 
\o do • \ 1th.out iou.r adYioe. I woul a ..,rec1u.te 
hearing from 7ou • t your conveni nee. 

i\h 11 glod wiahea fr 
1e·r, p rmit me to remain 

Y r1 slncer l our, 

AHSa.BlC 



REPUBLICAN ASSEMBLY CAMPAIGN 
356 ELLICOTT SQUARE 

ASSEMBLY CANDIDATES 

lat District 
FRANK A. GUGINO 

2nd Dittrict 
HAROLD B. EHRLICH 

3rd District 
FRANK X. BERNHARDT 

-4th District 
WILLIAM SHEA 

5th District 
RAYMOND PECH 

6th District 
FRED KOEHLER 

7th District 
AR THUR L. SWARTZ 

P•b District 
R. FOSTER PIPER 

~23 

BUFFALO, N . Y. 
WA. 6237 

WILLIAM L. MARCY, JR. 

Chairman 

October Zl■t, 1935 

Abba Hillel Silver, D. D. 
Eaat 105th St. At Anael Road 
CleTeland, Onio 

My dear Rabbi: 

In reference to the oaae of Allan Auguat, I 
would auggeat that you call upoa G~ ernor 
Lehman peraonally, a1 I would not recommend 
aending a letter to the Gov rnor. I believe 
a peraonal interview with the Governor 
would be of valuable a1sistance to Mr. August. 

I reapectfully aubmit thia a, my very bet 
judgment. 

With all good wiahea for aucoeaa, I remain 

Very einoerely youre, ~ 

ar~cl-~ Y • 
/" 0 Jll //', 

ALS1I 



LAW OFFICES 

EMIL N BAAR 
.JOHN u BENNETT.JR 
WILLIAM G FULLEN 

BAAR.BENNETT & FULLEN 

29 BROADWAY 
TELEPHONE 

DIGBY 4 -6350 

CABLE ADDRESS 

"BARBEN FU L ' ARTHUR BLOCK 
.JOHN P . HURLEY 
.JAMES E WHALEN 
DAVIDE.WINER 

Rev . A .. Silver, 
he emple, 

L,leveland, Ohio. 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

NEW YORK 

ovember 4th, 1935. 

Yesterday Leon Isaacs , son-in-law of the 
late Mrs. August, telephoned me and advised me of your pros
pective meeting with Governor Lehman, and transmitted to me 
your suggestion for letters from different people which would 
be of assistance to you in discussing the matter vith the 
Governor. 

It would be impossible to get such letters 
for the following reasons: bO far a ~rs . Russell, the mother 
of the boy, is concerned, I have every reason to believe that 
she feels just as bitter today as she did three years ago when 
the incident happened. My personal bel ef is that it ould 
be dangerous to go near her. 

~either the District Attorney nor the 
judge could write such a letter as is su gaestcd, without 
first being asked by the Governor to give their opinion. In 
the case of the District Attorney, under no circumstances 
would he write such a letter today because he is now standinp 
for re-election and the campaign is a very bitter one. Char es 
have been made apainst him by his opponent that la enforce
ment in Brooklyn has been most lax. He mi~ht very well seize 
upon a situation of this kind as an example of what he has 
done, and the reaction would be most unfavorable. 

Although I state that Judge artin would 
not write an unsolicited letter, I am positive that if the 
Governor wrote him, he would do everything in his po~er to 
be of assistance to us. I had a talk with him only last week 
about the situation and he was still very much interested and 
c nsiderably exercised because of the attitude of the Parole 
Board . I repeat, I am certain that he would, if requested by 
the Governor, write a favorable letter. 

It might not be amiss to tell the Governor 
that I am very much interested in this matter. The Governor 
knows me and knows of my association with his colleague, the 
Attorney General. hould the Governor deem it necessary to 
talk to me about the matter, I would be very happy, of course, 



, 

hev. A. H. Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

-2-

November 4th, 19~5. 

to go to Albany, if necessary, to talk to him about it. My 
intimate knowledge of the entire situation might be of some 
benefit in helping him come to a conclusion. 

I should appreciate your advising me of the result 
of your discussion with the Governor. 

bincerely yours, 
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Rabbi A.H. Silver. 
c/ o The Temple. 
East 105th. St. & Ansel Road. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Si lver;-

November ~5, 1935. 

Mother kept me so well informed about your 
various activities, attentions and general help
fulness to her; so knowing as I do the pressure 
on your time, I hesitated to write, although temp
ted to often. However you could not of realized 
how much help you were to her, Doctor. I know; 
for she wrote me every week religiously and there 
always was that something of you. If idolatry 
from that good woman is any satisfaction for your 
kind thoughts and good deeds to her, then rest as
sured Doctor, that you were amply rewarded; for 
you were her ideal on earth. 

For these things% now, can only thank you. It 
is hard for me to express my appreciation for that 
intangible good you did for her, more especially at 
this time. So take the will for the deed, at present. 

To answer your last; I am and have been going 
through some very very dark hours, in fact years, 
and they do not seem getting the least bit brighter. 
I hope, as you say, that I have the strength to sur
mount these setbacks and sorrows, and not come 
through a bitter, vengeful being. Often it does not 
seem worth while, but if I do you can rest assured 
it will only be for her sake. 

In closing just let me repeat that you did help 
her greatly, for which I thank you. I know too my 
good Father also deeply appreciates your many kind
nesses. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~ /jj, 



• ~l • .Baar, 
·29 Broauwq, 
Bew York, • Y. 

d ar . • Baara 

OYemb r 8, l 3 

Thank 7ou very nnch tor ~our letter of 
r 4. 

I • d apprec1at 1 t it you wau.ld Hnt • 
all th nece aar.v data in \he c· • ot r. AugU.al eo 
that I c· pr n\ it \o the Gov rnor. ile in a 
general • , I Allow the f eta, I a ld w t to be 

t• accurcj.t • 

AHSa JC 

1th 11 good w' eh a, I remain 

Ver cordially y • 



OY m 81' 8, 1935 

e Honor le Gov rnor Her~ert H. Lehman, 
1'he Capi\ol, 
Albf.Ul7, • Y. 

d r Goy rn r Le I 

I• l be ln AluaJ>¥ on edne cia_y, ov oer 20 
for mee\1n • would ppreciate 1 t Y r, Dllloh it y 
would epare me f n momen\1 ot your ,1m \o pre•en\ \o 
you. a mel\er concerni.Dg YQQDC man, the eon ot member 
ot 11..}' oongre • \ion who 1• u\ pre,ut , alkill. H11 
aother died two • . ka o. Hie t thv who la aeven\7• 
1ix, ia loa hie el ,. The • l 1 \oce\h r ou 
which calla tor ympa\he,10 concen. I •hould like the 
pr1Y11 ge of pr • nl it ,o 1ou. in _ raon. 

1,h all good wiahes, I remain 

Very eincerely our, 

AHS1BK 
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LAW OFFICES 

EMIL N BAAR 
.JOHN v BENNETT. JR 
WILLIAM G FULLEN 

BAAR.BENNETT & FULLEN 

29 BROADWAY 

ARTHUR BLOCK 
.JOHN P . HURLEY 
.JAMES E . WHALEN 
DAVIDE WINER 

Rabbi A. H. bilver, 
he Temple, 

NEW YORK 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 1th, 1935. 

TELEPHONE 

DIGBY ◄ -63!50 

CABLE ADDRESS 

·eARBENFUL' 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of ovember 8th in which you request data in connection with 
Allen Au gust, to be presented to the Governor. The best pre
sentation of the entire picture with which I can furnish you 
is set forth in the report of two psychia trists whom I retained 
at the time of the commission of the crime. Copy i s herewith 
enclosed. 

The crime was committed on September 19th, 1932. 
Au gust and his confrere~ Clark, hel the boy, a child of about 
seven years of age, captive for about three days in an apart
ment in Brooklyn rented for that purpo se. Their efforts to 
collect a ransom were in vain, and in the evening, they put the 
boy on a trolley car going in the direction toward his home. 
The boy was well treated during his period of captivity. 
Au gust and Clark then fled, Au gust going to Cleveland or 
Columbus, but on October 12th returned surreptitiously to ew 
York and was immediately apprehended. He has been in custody 
ever since. 

The crime was committed in a most amateurish 
manner, and from the little that I learned from the police offi
cers, the perpetrators left a very easy trail. It was just a 
matter of days when they would have been apprehended. The 
police knew where August was but also knew from their exper
ience that sooner or later he would come back to New York, and 
their reason for not having him arrested in Ohio was that they 
wanted to avoid extradition proceedings. 

The court appointed a lunacy commission whose 
report as to facts is substantially the same as our own here
with enclosed. Their conclusion, however, is significant and 
it reads as follows: 

"Conclusions: In view of all the facts 
and symptoms elicited in our examinations and an 
analysis of the reactions of the defendant, we are 
of the opinion that at the time of the commission 
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of the alleged acts mentioned in the indictment, 
he was suffering from a hypo-manic state with a 
preponderance of the depressive symptoms but he 
is sane at the present time." 

As you know, I was a friend of Allen's for 
about ten years and entered into the case purely on that basis. 
I received no fee and did not expect any as the families were 
without funds. On my advice, August pleaded guilty of attempted 
kidnapping and received a sentence of four to twenty-five years. 
Under the statute, he would have been eligible for parole early 
in July of this year. 

I trust this gives you all the information you 
require, and shall await your further advices as to whether I 
can be of additional help. 

ciincerely yours, 

~ 
Enc. 



HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

GOVERNOR 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
ALBANY 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Doctor Silver, 

White Sul hur Sprin s,w.va. 
November 15th, 1935 

Your letter of Novemb er 8th, has just 
r ached me here in White Sulphur Springs wher e Mrs. Lehman 
and I are having a few days rest. 

I greatly regret that I will not be in Albany 
on Wednesday, November 20th. I can assure you it would have 
been a very great pleasure to greet you. I will, however, 
not be back in Albany until some days aft er the t wentieth. 

If you will write to me about the case for 
which you ask executive clemency, I can assure you I will 
give it my v ry careful consideration. I would suggest that 
you address your letter to me personally at the Executive 
Mansion so that it will prom11tly come to my at t ention. 

soon, I remain 
1th kindest regards and hoping to s ee you 

Very sincerely yours, 



Hovember 19, 1935 

Governor Herbert H. Lehman. 
Exeeu.\1•• Chamber, 
Al arJ1', New York. 

Uy dear Govenor !Ahmani 

Let r!l thank ;;ou Yeey much tor yata kind letter 
of lfover:1ber 15. 1 am glad \o know that 7ou. are w1111DC 
to intere1I yourself ln \he ~ ,,e ot Allen Augual. 

The beet presentu.tion of bia ca•• is ••t tor\h 
in the enclosed report of t.ba two pqcbia,r11I• who ••re 
retained ~Y the attorne7 ot Mr. ~slat the \!.mt at the 
commtaaion of the crime. Bit attornv 11 hfr. K!!l11 u. Baar, 
or Baar,Benne\t & Jul.lo, 29 Broadwa,, N • York, who waa 
frl•nd of Allen and ot hia family tor DMlJlY year, and who 
Nce1ved no ta• tor his e~n1cea. hls ad.vice, Mr. A'Ugu•' 
pleaded gu.ilty ot ~\' empted kidnapping and received a eentence 
of tour to twen~-:t1ve 7eara. UadPr the atutute. he would 
have been eligible for parole earl.7 1n Jul7 of ,h1, 7eer. 

Th@ crime wa1 CMU1tte4 on September 19, 1932. 
Allen g.ial &lid hle oaatrere, Clark, held thet bo7, a. child 
of auout aeven yga~a oa G-3•• captive tor ~bout '1lree dqa 
in an apartment in Jrooklyn rented for that pu.rpoa•. Their 
etfon, to ooll~ct a ranaom •ere in vain, and 1n the evening, 
tbey put the bo7 on a trolley car going in the direction of 
his home. 'the bo7 was well tre~'8d during hie period ot 
captivity. Allen .A:u.guat and Olt rk then .tled. AU.gult going 
\o Cleveland or Columbus. but on Oot.ober 12. 1e nturne4 to 
New York and ,. aa l anedi~tel.7 apprehended. 

The court appointed a lunacy com 11 . ion who•• 
report a• t o f 0\1 is subat{~ tlall7 the same ae tba\ of 
th two psychiatrists eng· :red by thr.- attorney of tl e:te ••• 
which is enolo1ed herew ·th. The concluaion of the luna.07 
c~leaion read a1 tollowa1 

•In view of all the fac\1 and s:,mp\am1 elic1te4 
1n our examina\1ona Md an aoalyaia of the reaction• of the 
defendant, we are of the opinion that a.t \he \1me of' tbe 



- r 19, 19 

co 1 ai n of 1 lioned in \1- ind.le 11\1 

be I t rin hypo- lo et t• wl\h r pond r ce 
of th re lve \om1 'bul h 1s • • \ \ reaenl 
t.lme.• 

• I at~ted in pre 10111 1, er, All n A 111 

th r • 1eve4 tr ,1c 117 OY J • \ n. ened, her 10n, 
dle4 \hre • • o. Hia I er, wh 1• in 1 11••• 

blind. He • • • p~ ealed \o • id len•• mo\her 
en r lime , \ o \o "¥ for cl GO¥ or their b 7• 
I bell •• \h t 111 r cord t, t r1aon will ■how , be 
h • b n d 1 pr1aone:r. Should he b rele aed. I ould 

o I t,o ti • lo t tr 1 

1n\ r a\, .,. th 
11 ood 

V ry •inc r 1y our, 



dear • Auguat I 

Let m acknowledge receipt ot your • 1 le\ter. 
Som tim o, I wrote to Governor ~ebraa.n a -1 ao \ 
Allen. Th• Gov rnor requ t.e4 me to eubmi t t .1m the 
full facla in the c. se,which I did.. I vin ob\ 1ned 
\lem trom ,he attorney, .. Baar. I o ~a1\1 \o 
h u.r tr th Governor. B1a le\ter • v r:, cordial 
&nd be ~.romis 4 to 1ve tb mal\er hi close t\eu,1on. 
Al • ' n • I h r 'from him, I shall b y ry happ1' ,o 
co· i: iwii ·, te w • \h you. 

1th 11 oo wish . a, I r main 

V ry cordially y,,urs, 

AHS1BX 



HERBERT H. LEHM A N 

GOVERNOR 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 

ALBANY 

Rabbi J bba illel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th s treet at luisel Road , 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

~· y deo.r Dr . uilver: 

Deceillber 16, 1935. 

I have not replied to your letter of 
Hovember nineteenth at an earlier date as I mshed an investigation to be ade concerning t he matter about which you write . I have looked i to the case care-fully and have received reports from the correction authorities. 

·.rhile I have very great sympathy for the family of the inmate, I feel that i t is not a case that would justify executive clemency at this ti ie. The crime was a most sinister one . Iidnapping strikes at the very roots of society and it is the duty of the tate to stamp it out as energetically as possible. 
The man has served less than three years of his sentence ,certainly not a severe punishment considering the 
seriousness of the crime . 

The Parole Board feels that the man should not be released at this time and in view of this fact and the seriousness of the crime, I feel that I would not be justified in intervening . I have the deepest 
sympatly 1th the yo man's family which apparently is a highly respectable one . Unfortunately many of t hese cases work more of a hardshi p on the i rmocent fami ly t han on the culprit hi , elf . Obviously, ho ever, sympat y for the family can not be permitted to influence 
the decision of the executive. 

1th kindest personal regards, I remain , 

Very 



Herbert H. Lehman 
GoT rnor 

ST TB OF HE YOBX 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 

ALBANY 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105\h St. t An el R • d, 
Cleveland, Onio. 

My dear Dr. S 11 veri 

December 16. 193 

I have not repli d to our letter of 
November nine,eenth at an rlier cL. te • I wished an 
investi tion to be made concerning the matter abou\ which 
you write. I have looked into the case carefully and 
h • received reports f r m the Correcti n authorities. 

ile I · v very great aymp ~ for \he 
family of the inmate. If el t tit i not a case that 
would justify executiv clemencv at \hie time. The crime 
waa a mo•\ ainiat,:, r one. Kidnapping s trik • a t the veq 
roota of society and it ia the d t7 of tb State to stamp 
it out·• energeticall.7 aa poeaible. '?he baa aened 
leas than three yea.re of his aente ce, - cert inl¥ not a 
seYere puniahment consider the aeriouane a of the crime. 

!rhe Parole Board feel• t t \he ahould 
not be rel • a d \ thia time and in view of this f ct and the 
aeriouanese of the crime, I feel that I would not be Just ified 
in intenenin . I ha. e the de peat aympa~ w1 \h \be young man 1 • 
family which apparently ia a highly respectable one. Unfortunately 
ne.n_y of these caaea work more of hardahip on the nnocent 
family than on t ne culnrit h 1 aelf. ObTiosul.7. however. eympa.~ 
for the f 11.y Ct..ll not be p rmitted to influence \he decieion 
of the executive. 

1th 1 at personal regi rda, I remain 

Very • · nee ely yours, 

(a 1ed) Herbert H. Lehamn 



Dec b r 18, 193~ 

• . 11 • • 2D Br \h.ldW~, 
w York, .Y. 

d r . Baar& 

I nclo• h rewith c y of 
the letter which I receiv@d fr Governor Lellman. 
'?he lelter 1 elt-expl· ton. Ia 1h r all1'1hing 
further~ wruld • t t~ do? 

. th •1 ., 

V 7 • nc e • 

Isa BK 
c. 



D cember 19. 1935 

• Eli --·~--st, 
• 1 ~s\ R d, 

onec.c. • Y. 

de, r • AlJ6Usta 

I have Just received t noloeed letter 
trom Gov rnor ,,~u..a.Mli of .le York. I d epl so1T7 
that the G vernor • unable tJ d t~r Allen what I 
noped he would - p rdon 1~im. vi n i, t P ole 
Board ve him an unt vor le repor\ refuaed lo 
recor.111MN14 him for ardon. I don• t a poM th re much 
to e done now. but l ,er on, will t17 a . in. 

A.HSI K 
Enc. 

1th o.ll ood Wlehe1, I r in 

Ver-; co1·dially yours, 



EMIL N . BAAR 
JOHN J BENNETT.JR 
WILLIAM O . F"ULLEN 

ARTHUR BLOCK 
JOHN P . HURLEY 
JAMES E . WHALEN 
DAVIDE . WINER 

LAW OFFICES 

BAAR .BENNETT & FULLEN 

29 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 

r ecember • 'rd , 19~5 . 

....,r • .nbba 1.1illel 0il ver, 
c/o 'i1he Temple, 
Last 105th 0treet at hnsel ~oad 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

Liear l.Jr . 0ilver : 

~nis is to acKnowledve re eipt of 

your letter o Dec _mber 18th enclosing cony of the 

letter from ·overnor Lehman to yourself . ihe repl 

TELEP H O N E 

DIG BY ◄ -8350 

CAB LE ADD RESS 

"'BARBEN FUL' 

is almost ~hat I e oecte( . On-er th circumstances, 

l de n t ti1inK that there is n hinr-r th t \re can 

do at the resent ti~e . 'erhaps next .Lall , ··.e can 

try /c.. in . 

'hanK you very nuch ror your int~r

est anct assistance , and at the same time , permit me 

to extend to you ry cordial reetings for the new 

year . 

uincerely yours , 



• 



Dr. A.H. Silver. 
o/o The Temple. 
East 105th. st. & Ansel Road. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Dr. Silver;-

. January 5, 1936. 

Up to now, I beli•ve I have always avoided writing you anything person
al about my case. First out of respect for your time, and secondly, I was 
sure my dear Mother, amply presented that side of it whenever she had the 
opportunity, prehapa only too volubly. 

on New Years Day, my Father, was here to see me. He brought along the 
correspondence you have had with Albany and also with Mr. Baar. As you have 
evidently oonsidered my oause worthy of your efforts, and because of the 
results to date, I beleive the matter calls far an explanation for possible 
clarification of any future action you may see fit to take . 

• 
First, Doctor, neither I nor anyone else could begin to even _suggest 

a man whose reception from the "powers that be", would receive more atten
tion. It hardly beoome necessary to dwell on the fact that you are now an 
1nstitut•on in American Jewry and no longer just a figure of national im
portance. I say this not in flattery but rather, that when you finish read
ing this letter, you will, I hope, oonfirm your own opinion that the cause 
you are championing is really wotthy of your ef f ort, and not one to be side
tracked, if at first rebuffed. If I did not know this fact in my heart and 
soul Doctor; I could not write in such vein . So you see, I kno , of no one 
else, who could do what I know you can and will do, or receive ha lf the 
consideration, f rom whom consideration has to be gotten. 

I did not see r. Baar's letter to you concerning the f acts of the case; 
only his letter appending it. From the results and replies, I am assuming, as 
I said that some of the really worthy elements may have been missing. 

So as I see the case, after three long years of pondering on nothing 
else, I submit the following: 

First of all I do no t need or expect " executive clemencyn. At the pre s
ent time y·i t h th newspaper notoriety attendant to my particular charge, 1 t 
would be foolishto even think of such a thing as a pardon or a commutation. 
And only pardons and commutation of sentence embrace what is known in New 
York State, as executive clemency. As, I have already served my minimum sent
ence, my case is entirely in the hands of the Board of Parole and that body 
alone. There le only one man however who can advise them on changing their 
attitude regarding the setback I received1at my earliest release date. And 
that is the official you were in contact with. The Parole Board can release 
me at any time, and on a dbYS notice, if they so desire·. The preliminary 
work has long been completed in my case; a simple release order alone, is 
lacking. surely with twenty years parole to do; the Parole Board under whose 
jurisdiction I would remain for that time; will have plenty to hold over my 
head, should I do wrong again. so you see Mr. Baar'e letter, which I am pre
suming led you to ask for executive clemency may have been, at least, con
fusing. Let me add here that Mr. Baar, is not a criminal lawyer and took my 
caee out of friendship alone. • 

. 

. 
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Next: Mr. Be.ar is my friend as well as attorney. However friendship has 
its limits. In actual cash Dootor, I don't think I will ever be able to pay 
him. But after all, he ie human and mu~t make a living, Therefore, you see 
he cannot, in all fairness to himself and family, give me such attention I 
require or that I could demand if I had the money. And in any event, no matter 
how well aquainted, politically, he is, and even if he and his partner would 
be willing to make such efforts as they could in my behalf; I am positive 
they could not get to "first b&@~", alongside of yourself. The case just does 
not call for legal aid or political influence. 

On your next attempt for me there are three things that I think{ requir
ing consideration on your part. All of them I bel~eve were overlooked this 
past time, and most probably because you didn't know of them all. They are, 
the events and losses preceeding my action; my record in prison; and the poaQ 
sibility of my ever returning to prison. 

My early history you know of, or can get very easily. My history since 
coming to New York, I believe you also know or can ascertain. surely with a 
friend such as Mr. Baar is and will contirru.e to be to me, speaks for itself. 
You can get it all from him, if you haven't already, for he is intimately 
acquainted with it and me, from the time I came to New York, upon my army 
diecharge after the Annistioe. 

I count my losses ell those abstract things so dear to and necessary to 
enjoy a natural1nonnal life. I don't speak of money at all. For instance, my 
-~1other' s death, helped a lot by my in-carceration, my good name, my friends, 
my home, my social standing in the community among other things, and probably 
my son, who I am not at all sure of any more, and last but not least the de
sertion of my wife; who, whether she realizes it or not, is prehaps partly 
responsible for my present predicament. I say this without animosity Doctor, 
because the mental psychosis I labored under was due to my frenzy in her be
half and that alone; my fear of losing her, and not being able to supply the 
luxuries to which I had accustomed her in our home life. Pretty sad, you say, 
to have such little faith. Well, that is how it works sometimes, and, in this 
case, just that way. And I was right, for she has abandoned me in my time of 
need, due, no doubt, to~ predicament through foolish efforts for her. Pretty 
mixed up isn't it:; but in these past few years there has been plenty of men 
who have has mental instabilities, only,praise be,they haven't broken out as 
violently as mine did. But to return, you can guea~ at a lot about my "ex', on 
your own account if you will recall your own efforts to meet with her for my 
benefit. 

Enough to lose for a mental psychosis of eight houri duration, I think. 
And that was all it was, because as soon as realized what had been done, I 
imme*iately gave up the whole thing. So what more can I lose or be further 
punished after remaining in prison three years; by the authorities holding me 
longer? Be assured Doctor, I shall do nothing in the future to jeopardize my 
liberty or mental peace. It has become too valuable. To say the least it is 
sheer waste; both of my life and the state's money, for me to spend two years 
more in ~rison; and that is what I am seeking to show you,of course. I assure 
you that · I had undergone the rehabilitation process before I ever got as far 
as the prison gate. 

The institution where I am confined is a Medium security Prison. By way 
of explanation: there are no walls or fences; the attitude of the personnel, 
almost to a man, is one of helpfulness and decency to those who need it and 
want it, rather than brutality and cursing meanness. Dr Palmer, the rarden, 
quite a young man for a position of suoh responsibility, while ruling with 
the iron fist under a kid glove, makes that faot apparent only when absolutely 



necessary. The diffenence between living here and the other prisons is in
describable. From sanitary, humane and mental angles it is almost the exact 
contrary. Thank God for that. And I really think if it weren't for the ig
norance of the public on these matters ancr the political jealousy of the 
good job he is doing; that I suppose nhamstrings" him at every move: he 
could and would do more. 

For thirteen months, and this takes up to November 15th. last or over 
five months after I had received a two and one half year setback. I was a 
pass man. By that I mean: my job took me quite a distance away from the 
prison itself without any supervision or attending guards of any kind, for 
three and four hour periods. I mention this because it is unusual, and the 
recent change I made was at my own request, because I liked the work better. 
The reason I mention this at all is because there is no connection between 
the Correction Department and the Board of Parole, and surely the opinion 
of the, prison authorities here should mean something to the official we 
have been refering to. My prison reoord to date is as spotless as my pre
vious history has been, up to this one mis-step. From that prison record 
and conduct otherwise, as well as the personal observations of Dr. Palmer, 
who is a psychiatrist, and thereat of his staff from whom little of any
thing worth while escapes attention, I don't hesitate to stateJwould give 
give you opinions, at least orally, that I am, ready for the street. If they 
didn't think and know so, I am sure I wouldn't be here today, or continue to 
hold the job I do. 

Despite all this Doctor, the urge, necessity and reasons to get out are 
obvious to us both, and moat natural. I have a son who I want to know again. 
I have a big job ahead of me in earning his and my own respect back and the 
money to educate him. Among other things I have a father of seventy seven 
who needs me in many ways,right now. I am going on forty. The comeback will 
be hard as you can well r8"alize. My real "bit" will begin when "!hit the 
street". The sheltered life one leads in pri son, physically is very easy . 
It is the mental strain that counts~and, I do t ime twenty four hours a day. 
I know and am sure I have amply pain my debt to society. Fully paid for 
those ei ght hours of mental instability. 

I have told my Father to t el l you of a plan f or your approval. I be
lieve it is the best possible way. After he presents it I wou ld like your 
opinion. ·1· ill you write me one way or another then_,how and about when,you 
are going to try again~ I am certain it will be advisable to plan any re
newed action so I can meet the April parole board., in as mu.ch as in June 
it will be a year since I was first h eld back. The additional year thus 
served may be considered sufficient penalty in addition to what the Judge 
evidently considered sufficient by my minimum sentence,which is already 
se rved. But it will help me a lo·t to know you are still with me, and that 
you do not feel that your efforts are misdirected or in an unworthy cause. 

I have tried to put all my cards on the table faceup and to conceal 
nothing. ~aturally if any little point is not clear I'll do my best to 
clarify it. 

I n closing, and I'll bet you are gl ad of that, my opinion is that you 
can hardly accomplish your purpose by mail. But a personal visit with this 
and you r othe r information, with the party in Albany, will do it,r am sure. 
Also the pre sent moment may not be exactly ripe(on a ccount of the New Jer
sey mes s ) for a coupl e of months yet. But it will surely be then. I am 
nraying that the intervening time will be used in the· .. way my Father will 
suggest i.e. in consolidating these different points and people so that 
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when you do make that visit, you will have all the facts you need to come 
out on top, for a cause so worthy and just that. -You, the Parole Board and 
the "real big man" will never have any reason to regret. On that score you 
have my word. 

Awaiting your reply, I am, 

Sine erely yours, 

~ {J;_ 

A. W. August. 
c/o Dr. L. J. Palmer. 

Wallkill, N. Y. 



r. ~11 AUt;U t, 
!ne clid-Lou· Hot 1, 
9607 • cl1d ve., 
Cle la.id, lo. 

d r r. Aueu, ta 

L·.t me thank 1ou. f r 10 ..... r l tter of 
. I lhall be in l • Yor~ n Thur•~• 
aud I ah.~11 be v ,~ry _ 1 e d t mee, with 

, r. Baar ,£•• ther r, allon, it arr • 1\. 
• al 11 ul 10 wri \ to your eon in r two. 

Pl se come in t 
th: t ., •1 ah. I alwt1.7a 
u st wiahea, I r mu.1n 

V ry c ;,rdial l .tour , 



7eoruary 13 •. 936 

r. Allen • A !!U. , • 

c/ Dr.~- J. nlm r, 
o.1.1,--111, t • T. 

d r ll.n1 

·ved ,ur 1e,ter of Jan ry 6. Pl • 
d 1~ in •• ri.1 , it. I • e bee 

~tu al in th l a t few week• in 
i th v. 1oue Forei~ eli t o· igne and 

my cor e o l c, ccord· "61Y l ,.ed. Hut I ha•• 
no\ lo ·t 11 t .r.-st 1n yau or in 7 ,>ur c 'foui"' Dad 
03IJl i t ,ee n• aome time a~o t r h -,:.r fram 
t1 ov rnor nd t · lked tM i r v r in t , 11. 
r d . letter ran i.im ~ te c 1, hiCA he 
ep k o! • ~oosible e\1~ aetw 
-·•t er ~ llon in ~• Y r· in t · . • r f ture. I 
told h1. t ~t ! would be v~ry bapoy to attend euch 
a mee\i~ if 1 t o. ·1 be uran d, I shall ke in 
mind 11 t t yau write to me in yaur le\tera. Please 
b pati .. nl ind beli ve . th t yCJUZ f ri nda a.re doing 

11 ti t c ::.n u done for y Ju at t pJ• e .. t \ime. 

recei'I 
u 

o rite io me often even it¥ do not 
rompt, repli • tr m me. ! am tW extrem .lJ 

d a f rom th city f • • ever;y nek. 

1 ith all ood I r 

Cor i 11 yo •• 

in 



Dr. A.H. Silver. 
c/o The Temple. 

Allen rv. August. 
Box G. 

·\Tallkill., N. Y. 

East 105th. st. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver;-

February l?, 1936. 

Your letter o!' February 13th. at hand and hasten to reply. It goef 
vrj_·tnout saying that I realize how much you and your services are in de
mand, so no excuses are needed for the delayed replies on your part. It 
is just that they are so gratefully received and that they do me such 
inestimable good. So whenever jossible, I do want -them. 

My Father in his letter mentions something about I~rch 5th, next, 
for that meetihg. As you know he is seventy seven, and sometimes may be 
a trifle confused in certain things, so I'm taking no chances, and writ
ing you myself. 

I spoke to Father Scallon, yesterday. He also, Dootor, is really, 
one in a million. S~ wijh his knowledge of the workings of these things 
in New York State, I'm confident that together, you can do muoh for me. 
As I expected, he told me, "anytime and anyplace except Sunday A.M. " 
He is also loaking forward to meeting you Doctor, foryour reputation and 
good work have even penetrated to these back parts. 

He only asks ~ou to give him as much time as possible, at least 
three or four days notice in advanme of the meeting. I'm sure it would 
please him immensely if you would drop him a line direct, when you are 
ready; as to just when and where. It would help me a great deal also, 
doing it that way. Mr. Baar's presence is not at all important, but to 
ask him is merely ooJkesy. So if he is not there, why it won't make 
any material difference. 

It really gives me a thrill, this meeting, because together I know 
you can "do the trick''. But I'M taking your time again. So, if you will, 
his address is, Rev. James B. Scallon, Box G, Wallkill, N.Y. And again, 
well, allI ~OJl say is, God bless you. 

Sincerely, 







~ ~ ~ ~ -
~t11b dJ~/~ 





Rev. ,T a B. 5,.,-4 llon, 
:ao.x o. 
Wnllk111, • Y. 

r kno• of ur t • ~d c timed 
int r~ \ 1u t P. c c1 o-f Allen ~s,. HG has 
i're(lu tly 1 ti to ah :ru.i y in ,ess 
tow d• hlm. Both he d b1a r i. h :l::> is :m 
bonore c tizen in the 1tr 'I ~ ested t , 
per pa•• o0\114 mee\ talk ov~r th~ sit tion. 
I a.!!1 cheduled t be 1 1 w ork 11 • es • • and 
Thur • • , rch • ,~ 5, t~olng t tt.e Co· 10dore 
Hot 1. I ea f • n@e\1n s schedUle4 for \ho•• 
da.7• but I uld b -Pree Oll 'fhllrsdLi.;{ r~rl 11 ' q 
fro, n to t lve o1cloc . . culd be free ,, meet 
with m lrl p rhc.pt with .!.r. B,:;.ar, o A len•• 
a\torney1 

1th b t w11he1 and 1 \ , I 
• • have t... ple~ eure ot •••lnc 1 )U, I re:na1A 

V ry cord1 ly y rs, 

HS I 



LEO J, PALMER, N, D. 

8UPl:IIINTBNDBNT 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 

WALLKILL PRISON 

WALLKILL 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, D.D. 
THE TEMPLE 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

February 26 1 1936 

! shall be happy to meet you at 
the Commodore Hotel on Thursday, March 5th at 10 A.M. 
to discuss the case or Allen August and talk over the 
possibilities of his receiving consideration from the 
Parole authorities in this State. 

I will write to Mr. Baar and in
quire whether it will be possible for him to be pres
ent with us. 

Looking forward to our meeting, I 
remain 

J:BS/f 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~c:1~ 
Chaplain. 



_ R'bbi A. H. Silver. 
o o The Temple. 
East 105th. St. at Ansel Road. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver;-

March 9, 1936. 

Of course after Father Scallon came back last Thursday 
night, he at once told me about the meeting with you, that 
morning. 

I feel sure that you can now see why I considered it 
so very impo:»tant. Let me tell you Doctor, that what he told 
me Thursday night, has indeed helped me a great deal, and, 
renewed the courage so neceeaary1for my facing the coming 
year. 

A year is a long time for me in my present situation, 
and I'm in hopes that it won't be that long. But in any event 
I now know that when the proper time comes, you can and will 
do whatever you intend doing, with the fullest knowledge of 
how to go about it, and I'm sure, convinced, in your own 
mind of its urgency and fairness. 

It was also very comforting to know that Mr. Baar, ie 
still with me to the fullest extent and from what Father Scal
lon tells me, if you desire or think it necessary, both of 
them stand ready and willing to make that visit with you. 
Again,I'm so glad you insisted that he be there. 

Kee~ing in mind that your moments are so precious, let 
me assure you of my gratefulness and appreciation of the time 
spent in m.y behalf. Aleo to again assure that I will do l1J.J[ 
utmost to merit that well spent time. 

Vb.en you get the opportunity, please drop me a line. It 
would be deeply appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
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TEL. MAIN 7585 I i 

CIIERRY4isr 
GARFIELD 4133-W 

ELI AUGUST 
General Insurance 
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CHERRY 4255 
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ELI AUGUST 
General Insurance 
and Mazda Lamps 
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. Eli ugust. 
2026 East 107th. ~t. 
Cleveland, O io. 



STATE OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 

WALLKILL STATE PRISON 

LEO J. PALM ER, M. D . 
WALLKILL 

SUPE RINT ENDENT 

'?.abbi .,, bba Hi llel il ver lJ . >. 
J.!J' st 105ti ..:>treet L..t , .. nsel >oLd 

Clevelu. d , Ohio 

ear Doctor vilver: 

: ove1-ber b , 1 ~)36 . 

You x~~ recull th~t on t~e occusion or our little 
m.eet i n,~ c..lt tile Com.1, ... odore Hotel on 1 ·- rc•.1 1.- _1 01 L,ni& year , it 
\~st ou~~ best ~o Qorer ~ny hction seeki' reconsiferLtion 
in J.e Chse or .Ulen uPust until Bft~r Election . ccordin ly 
I L: - .rit,llL-<7 to you c.t tni'"" tir. e t..) • dv ise you of recent uev 
elolJJ. .. ents and to cnlis1, ,,our t., iu in_ len's ben:1 lf' . 

~1.bout t ;o 1:.or..t:1s &go .1. r . E. il B,;;_ar, _ r . Leon Is: c cs, 
,r . , 11-er, t, ie ~,hr lvl.:. <....S ell . I e ..1._. TI';. self :11.. not er 

lil,cle cret Lo - ret lt:r 11ere 1..,0 :ocio.e 011 1 ore dei'inite proctt-(Ure 
for L, 1e e..,rl:1 1)ert of' 1 over.·ber. 

On t.n • t occ asior.i t1 11~atter of our k i nd ofi'er of 
a1) ron cn ins:r LJ.1e Governor in llen ' s bei1 lf' once in c .. L _e U1') 
1'01· aiscusoion •• nG it ,as deer ,e a visuble Gi. L, -eL.cL of our 
bot. eri1i.~ His ~ .. ce lll- , C;j , V, .0 lu i ... ueec, '-- JUSV I TI L ... 1ese c:l°'rS, 

t_ E: ... t.i..t -er .i • .\., o o ·-c .... r v· L :.:i...c: e 0e ~ ,. 1.i. 1.t::: ir....,ctl.. i '1 
t 18 I L-.!i. \i;llOI _le .. OV6I 110 ' lL..3 .. Si ',1ed l,O Cc:.. ... ' r, OT! .lio ' or1~ . .. 
1 uedless to "'i:iY an intro1 'Lt tiol vO ct.,; OiJ. t t ~ .!. l, i t ' 1 v ... j s 
e;ent leman , !Jr c.. O.::>e~Jh • • . oore , t 10 ;_1 ·:1i •1._... of' c ... 1e 3o re o • 
~[..role , : .c u.e b"' cne Governor fo::· ~ou , .. oul be i 1Vc. lut. 1Jle . 

c is -c_1c ·e.. .re , ...,ctf 11 SU''""es c ~ t . t rou 
~ 

';rite t,0 Hi .,J ... ~cell~11cy c.... • i _1 \.oulo e ""OO (, .ou.,. o 
:.. J. e l u.p-4~0lrLeLt .,1.-C . ...i. Dr LOOre I Or · OU . I ~sli.UC.l as iv c.....:> 

L ... 1ou_r1t t,1 c..1.lJ ,our • .)peu.l coul i. ~ctrti oe b sec OJ., t e ]hristr1:-s 

/ 
opiri t e,,i,lJ.C ec:....u0e t_ ... c. • .. --01 o,_r\A n ets nere on ti. e secona ol 
LJecer. oer c1.s \-bl l t: o be c u.use tJ.1e '1overr ... or }l in& -co r o ' '.!L .. - .i.O ... o. 
Vu.Cc. tion ,itl in 1e .c. _t te11 C.· :,s or so , i • r. i t •t ·J~ ell t,o co 

I 

n,1,1.1.iCu.Le ,.l"L-1 ~overr_o Lei J. ell .J soon as possible . 

I re · lize i tlDJi 1·t this cofilmnic·tion so fc....r , h~s 
thou,...ntlesdl disre""c...rcied our conve. 1i0nce c.n<.."' :;l· ... r. f'o __ this 
L.LOnth . et 1 :e as~,ure .. rou t ~ t bo·LrJ. llen and h is 1' · n.: il r • ,.re ex-
c e inn-1 rG.Gt...ful fo ... ,our inte ·est ttll. dee .Jl c.. ppreciute the 
sL.crif' ice "'ot1 ...... e r .. • _inP- to i d t ... em . 

r , u rden here enuinel interest d 
in llen ' c·se nt • to ·av .J.1 .. !'or ~or visit b 
a c.e i i e reco1 .ena tion to r .1 oore to t :1e e • ect t ·1 t lle 



I 

e - ·., - .ov .b r I.., ' 1 9!3o . 

.. bbi . bb· Lillel il ve r D. ... . 

is ost ;·. o ~ y 0 e - COl si r:...tion . .,,.,., 13 .. -- ro oses to see . .L • ( L 

r ot .,r _ .er er ol' t.1e 3o· r., of ~ r ol e • nd ..... tt : "C t ... 
0 ._l~~ vor b • ~r , v·sclf i terc to se t e ...... ' . .J,. 

0 .... ..,o + t . ca .1. C...c.;.L'ir1i -.,,,1- t e. -rro u .... .. . ...., 

no ob 
. __,c-cion 0 .llen ' ~> relec..se t --C 1li S ti! .E. . 

I c rclos i 'O uL Ccse fa ... 
Ol.1 r(;f't::.r'nce 0 

l • 1 llrvllCI' iL 
0

0 ... l 
tior : o <: e s i::: e . n • u o r E;; ~ t o u .., 

11:1 or e. "To .. ~ ..,j_ t,~, for y •-4- C'3.ll o 
Doct.Jr _ oo r e . :l:t. ioes Jot S!::;1..;; ___ ~o .,_e to ) • d.vic 
s l.1 co .cvo·, :p _.. ~ O .JO~ LOl' .. oore 
i ' ' to c 1 o s e t ... 1 , i c c 1 re - ~ kn o . soft y - so 
re · dy co i .tc:l' vL.u.e nyone ' s beh 11· . .s -: . et,:; -- r of' t 
001 vinccc._ u u ... e e;t: 1 ould ... u..v _,_o re '; eirrnt .ere ri 

c...-=- :;e ar ir i -c o s c , ·e 'l t , 11 . 

r tur llv octo:r , vou .l'~nO', I o-clct. .o oe .. rit1.n@: to 
you in v!lL., c __ se u1 less I .. ..is convj:nced tn t 1ere 11,faS r.c rit vO 
it .. lle :?.1 i s .... b_ lci... i. c.n.ap r... .as ,c1a _n e.1.e ry r cor d s i ce 
11E;; c . .J.__c r ere . 1 e ,1.t 1or·i ti s ·... 1 vouc .1 1·0 a t 1 I tJr .. 

ure Doctor '...l er .,1. r oi t ~ 1 t out in 1is let -e r to octor 
j-oore . It i s,. :/ ir J.:p ... ession t ... 1:.~t ·1e s u \ ittin ly been IldU.e the 

o t l'or __ re·-:t 1 01' b .. - ,teri..... o ecteu .. itn 1 otiorious kid.-
" n __ - ... i _._P's -c 1. t broke or ere st i ll . fore th JUblic eye bo1,t ch 

i1 1 ne L.~.L)ec.. r be ·o .: t 1e ___ rol · 3o -- rd . 

L,Q CO - Ol)t.r 

l t. n c..ll 

J.3J/L 
• nclosurE- . 

_ ... ssurin 7 01...'.. of .c.1.y s inc -r i nter8st n 
e . it ..... 'OU 1r: L, is . orthv , 

~ ·tE. l_l CV 
' 

~ 

OOt.... •. is .... es \.,Q 
'-

O' 
' 

I re::' u i n 

Yours ver ..... core' i 11 v 

J-~ ~- fl ed_f~ 
·vc. es i . ,0•·110 .. 
~ :1· .... l in . 

1v. il l i n ness , ... y }) OS S • blv , ~ .., 
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If it \;ere t 11 ...")ossibl~ to (!)point .1GLt ·o • t . .a. t 
d'"""-te , it ~ oul see oest o oe octor .oore by ov . 2Utn 
so th LJ .e L.i 1 t , v· L,.1, 0 _Jo1·tu1 .:_ tv to h1. / ... llc ,._' S c· se 
rc-inve~ti t~d ir L.e fo.1..· u1L r,eetin of' t'lt.:.- _ a role Bo d 
c1 t t i in0ti-r.ution on ec1:;, .... er ~no - in ct se t .. e ou d c e 
cic)es to , iv : ir.. re or.si r tion or -1 ri·~tr- s . 

resent Jt·tus . ---·---·-- ---
~len zLur:-ust - 4G. ears of s,....e - r ~rried - one child -
illi'I - lv ye & of' a e . Jresent urit 1 t t1 ~ - un

certeJ n , bee, use o.t' lonr. bsence • Li... is.c:-r··ce iL conr ec 
-Ci.) ! 1J it.1 t .... of lE.-nse . .o, ·ever .. r,., . .. u t'st is b r no eans 
bitt ....a.nc... thorL arc definite pos ibilities of reco cil-
i· tion - i1 :J.is ir pris ni ent is not furt 1er deferrel . 

-J i.. .. ce hi 
f L., 'll: _ no. 

Ofl'c-n so . 

inc&rc r tion , 
76 re;- rs , is 

e :J. s lost his . ot:-i.er . 'is • c 
•nY.:lOUSl r .. ' it i ncr .1is rel , '"'e. 

Te .. n co- ctel u.nt , .reor 'Jl ~r k , foJ.r 1 r. instr-
~nce ro ' r , ~ersu~ded L., e .us ell oJ , e~ 7 , t.o uccm -
p ~ 11 1:,,1 L i1 1 • utor obile u.t noont ime, und brou,....ht hirJ. to 
a flf- t u t ilo \,ay . 'rhe ' he l d ~1ir there -bout eir:-ht or nine 
nours . fhe s&.e vein , tn6: heLrt ~L~ their nerve 
und releB.se iLi . t no ·Li e uri tt..y ·. it • ,1cri. \,as 
the c 1ila no.ri..ed or &ve.u scure in al.a. ~ u . _ earn ,hile t ey 
enc1.e ..... vo ed t.o c ontt-ct t __ e _parents in ~n aGt&t r)t to obt in 
money - 0u~ of' course , to ~o ctV~il . 

It is true the t t,he pare11ts ellc;,-e th _t 1,· •c c 1ilu. 'Jb. S scured 
but t 1is ,,.as not until 1fterY.ards \ :1.en t, t.. younrrster 1.. as r., ae 
conscious of l is escc-pu.de by t.d.e result r..t i)ublicit •. 

en·J. l t y . 

.r3ot .. 1 Len re sentc- ced bJ Judn-e ~rtin in in,.,.s Cou ... .,ty t o 
a per i od of f r o~ 4 to 2~ ye&rs for attcr~ted kidnnppinP . In 
i mposin,~ sentence t~1e Jud'""e UL oub edly took into consid8r
&t~on .. iGi ~1 tin'~ circurst ti.riccs t L.t .,i hol..t c..ouot ere in
volved - ~uc ... 1 s - t:.ie • r tre-.1t .. e. t of t 1e chilC: , the 'a ct 
t~1'- t no . one r - a } ssed , t..1e a1.1uteuris .. ness of t e 1 ole 
ct ·fair, ... lb re~)utation of t .Le e ~ 1d tl eir f '"'r:iilies i_. t e 
cor.r unity , ;:, 1ell ...1s t e undoubte al r L· ortunt ' c tor tL1r..t 
0.1E::-"'! ·~ere under seve e r ent"l str· in Le to business set 
bu.cks : rd - orries so preYulcnt •• t t • t tl1 e t. e .. : fore 
lost their I ers~ ectiv- to suc .L a e ~tent s to oeco. e in
volvE.-d in tnis en , pet , ar~teurish tnd 2ssinine verture . 
In f o.ct it '. ~s uO unbeliev,,ble t -:. - . Sb..1 ity cor • ssion 

~ l)oint d -co i 1 nose .ller ' s r otives • ~d s "" nit.,, • t the tir~e . 



) 

- 2-

Tine . 

~11en rc,ccivec ~ .... n erce o.r J.I'OL _ o 2L ?e 1:. rs . le w s 
rbce i vecl in pr lson c..bout, _)E:;ce1 ber (JG th 19,58 . J._ ~s ...... uc.1.1 a .:, 

€.;l: coJ.1 itted 1.,0 ... .:irison rec1.:-ive '- rontris off e, ch :,e .. r fo 
c:ooc: beht vior , __ llen u.s eli,C'i blt; to r eet t ,o -3o~ .. d of 
l~role ir. June of 1000 , for co~_Sllcr tion int e i ... b.l.Jv r o • 
releo.se hS 01' July 24th 1 c,0 . 

.. hen e ~ ... .L.)e· rec oefore t ... e 3o~rd cor,sistir P- of .!.Jr Jose 1h 
J. •• oort; , hc.,..irr. .. :....n o.nd COLiLi ssiofiers c~ n&v::...n t.. d .. ~ nscor. , : e 
,us t.o l a t ..... ut • e .ould be held unt.11 l. cnuury 1938 for re 
consia.er tion . 1:e \.cts tole.. tht t. t·_e re2sor1 for deferrinr- his 
dtJte ol' rel0c.se \,as u..L1e serio1...s .1.ess of t' c 011.·ense a ... a the 
coL .. pLr i t, i vel ,. s1.all sentence i posed. 

I iGht inJect ~ar ntnetically 1ere , th~t. tLe thou ht behind 
t ... ~t lon~ ~etoic .~s , tu~t ut the tir£ of. llen ' s ap1ear in~ 
before t .. 1e Board , t 1e lindberr &nc1 e~ erh· user C'·ses had not 
been disposed of - in f~ct tne r ,,ere very r uc..L i __ tne lirte 
li l1t anc before t~1e publ ic , ,. 1:C~ th6re ·ore undoubtedly even 
thou··h uncons c iousl colore, t. e 301:...rd' s decision in llen ' s 
Ct..-SG . 

• ... he "'u.role 3oarcl in t.~e .)t 1te of : e • Yorlr be ing i n the T, ,cec 
ut ive ~ep~rtront , ~~s cor~lete nc sole jurisfiction over tne 
release or 'irst offendero . :s s ue , they c~r release ~~llen 
uny tir_e the:> see f'it , urter th- e~{pirc.1.tion of his r.....inir_u1 .. 
sentence , less ais ~ood tin£ of four 1~nths per yehr . T~.t 

/ tire \~s of course , July ~4 , 19~5 . o lOU c 1 see th· t t this 
~ Gire , ne l i t> oeE:.n held seventeen r ont i-1s ov0r his 1 .. ini. un 

rele~se d~te ~ire cy . 

1he poin t then i s , to try to cor. vince t-iem of tJ.1.e reri ts and 
extenu.;... tin("!' circunstt1.nce in this c .3e ; ~r1c ~o r:r to no int 
out to t em. th, t it ~.ill best ~erve t:1e t,IlC..s of all concerr.ea , 
if d1e., ,.ill reconsic.E:r is cu.5C t t t:1eir __ ectinrr ere on 
De C61 bcr 2nd , of' t .. is year, 1.,0 ~2..lo\. hi:,1 to rro : orr.e for ..1:iri0 t 
r: .. .. .3 . II t ... 1v,1 1-rc.,;.1-t v .. 1 • s consic ru-cion ... 1e ill ,. ve servE..a ' 
-ear • 1 l,. one h:3lf over is ini: lill•1 stSntence t1nu t1 ey •. ill be 

·:tllo .. in:: ..L1in .. one y .. ,r on the ori ine.l t\.o '.:..LC :., .:.i lf' e• r set 
b ..... ck , .hic11 tne:· 'c:, ve ... i I in une 1 °.3b . ~nis is .. ot ar u u Ucil 
t inr· l'or vil .. i.,o L-O , a t .ey l"'ive re - cor.si ~e 'ution in some 
cases • 'ter t .. GY n~ve -&de • uecision . 

t see~r s o I.le t.d<i ii' t e ;:.,\ t ori· ies intend o rel use ,.1 en 
tt.G t..n .L'utu_c i ne , !O .. is t e tir:i.e . 1:e is horou:-hl y ponite t 

1.c. has e l d up \e l l s o ftt.r. It i s my ori11ion t,t1 •. v he a r \ ell 
breu¥ p <ind ~o to p i e ces alto~ethe r if t e ~ar ol e cuthorit i es 
insist on exact i nP tJ.ei ound of flesh . sincerely und 
• bsolutel"! convir_ced t11,,. o 1si erat ion u.1., -c ... is t i Le 'J~ill h&ve 
a J:uch !.Ore enefici 1 effect th· .. n n th i t .. 1Jt c n be e:cpe ctc 
f'ror. ·c 1e per..1.unctorv routine of' , r ... ot ,.t;r 'B&r of' 1' .. :t ,.er i m-
riso .. ent . 
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November 16, 1936. 

Emil B ar 
29 Broad y 

e· • York City 

D r • .r Baar: 

The ootor w4u u· o Alb ny to- y and euw 
Dr Moore. It is his opinion th t the P role Board la 
not illing to consider Allens o ee at this time unless 
there are tacts brou~ht to light hioh ,,ould tend to 
ohan e the complexion ot ;·\eir position in the matter. 

coordin lJ it ould em to me tutile tor 
Dr ~11ver to approach them unless be h d a letter from 
J\ldge .. rtin in Brooklyn tat1ng t t hen the Judge 
sentenced Julen to a term or tour to t nty tive years, 
he m.eant that he hoUld be relea d t the end ot hie 
minimum, 1r his conduct in prison were satist ctory. 

I onder it you teel that you ooul~ t suoh 
letter and it you could, v·ould you be ood enou )h to 

send it on to Dr Silver as oon es possible. 

It my interest you to kno that I ea 
Russell laat eek and hereas she had not telt a year 
and a halt a o, that Allen and his co-defend nt in th 
o se had served an ppreoioble len th of their sentence 
in prison, she is not of the opinion that r, .rther ti 
will do no good and has no objection to th ir release 

t the res nt time. 

venienoe. 

JBS/m 

Trust1n to her fro you t your e rly oon-

Cordially yours 

James B. ~aallon 
Chaplain 
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LEO J. PALMER, M. D . 

SUPERINTENDENT 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 

WALLKILL STATE PRISON 

WALLKILL 

R' bbi i1.bb'"' Hillel .3ilve r T) . D. 
' s t 10.Jth ._., treet et .. msel _ or d 

Cleveland , Ohio 

½o~r 1 octor ~ilver: 

:overrLber 1 6t h 
1 9 3 6 

I FI t akinrr t ... 1e liberty of enclosin,... 
fo your )erus 1 2 co~J.T of r letter ,. hich ..llen . t ust 
recently rote to Dr Leo ., . ?~ 1 1 .. er, t i e '.t rde here . 

I t' senc.inr· tn. o \ i -1 tho "thOUn"i t t l . t 
it r1J.·.::y !"'ive you s01 e notion oft e err1e r of i.llens feel 
inp;3 in the n .. L.tter of his i'urt er i r._:)ri sonLent t h~ t rlE y 
be of sor.e vulue to you in your L. ..__ e ul . 

. HS I __ entioned in n.,r l as t letter to you, 
it is Dr ub~r's intention to tit e •pt to p~ve the ay 
for your visit to Doctor ~oore by brin~in~ out the point 
tha t n.llen has made a s plendid institutional adjust ment. 

It Dly interest you to kno th~t I recent 
ly cont· cted .rs ... ussell, the mother of the boy in the 
cas e and whereas she had not felt a ye a r nd hu.lf f! O, 

th't .i.i.llen ana his co-defendant in the cas e hPd s e. rvea n 
ppre ciable lenp;th of time in prison , she is now of the 

opinion that further i 1e ,ill do no ood and h s no ob
jection to their release at the present time . 

JBJ/r. 
1.nclosure 

.. i th every r~ ood ·,ish 

Cordi '- lly yours, 

d~ 8fa .. U:-. 
James B. JCtllon 

h pl ain 
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·ove b r 17, ?56 

Rev. J s • Sc&llon, 
Wall ill rrieon, 
Wall -111, l~. Y. 

dear Father Scallona 

November 6. 
fact th t 

Let me thank ·ou for our kind letter ot 
I ould '1 ve e?lied onn r but for the 

h ve been awa from Cl v land. 

I h ve acted Ur'.)On • ur advice 6 ,d h ve 
written to Governor Lehman requestin him to .ake an 
appointment for •1th Dr. oore. en I her from 
H_ txcellency, ! 8 ~11 i ediatel inform · u. 

I am Jrofoundl a •preciative ot t . e i nt reet hioh uh ve rnaniteated right along in Allen ugust. 
Please convey to him my best iehee and tell him th t 
we aro doing 11 that e can to help him. 

AHS1DK 

1th all god iehea, ermit me to remain 

. ost cordiall;> oure , 



STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
DIVISION OF PAROLE 

ALBANY 

.habbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th &treet at Ansel hoad 
Clevelt.nd, Ohio 

Deel' Sir : 

COMMISSIONERS 

JoaEPH W. MooRE, M.D. 
CHAIRMAN 

JOSEPH J . CANAVAN 

FRANK I. HANSCOM 

FREDCRICK A. MORAN 
CX ECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The Governor has received your letter of November 17th 
ano. hes sent it to me for reply, as the case of Allen Aut,ust 
is now entirely wider the jurisdiction of the Pal'ole Boal'd, 
and the Governor will not interfere • 

.hs to giving you an inte1·view re a1•di:ng this case, I 
must in:!:onn you that that is impossible as the Pai·ole Bo rd 
is prohibited by law fr-om receiving applications ±or parole 
for any prisoner. I can assure you that the action or the 
Pa1·ole Boc1rd in not releasing August -as taken after· ca.re1'ul 
consideration 01· the circumstanc.:es of the case, and was fully 
justified. While the Pa.role Board has sympEthy for the 
relatives of this men, it takes into consider&tion also 
the relatives of his victim and of the kidnapped boy himself. 
It is probable that you do not appreciate the seriousness of 
the crime and are wiaware of aany other factors connected 
~ith the case, which &re in the possession of the Parole Board. 

Very tru 

/ 
Chai1man. 
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E MI L N . B AA R 

WI LLI AM G F'U LLE N 

A RT H UR BLOCK 
JOH N P H UR LEY 
J A MES E W H A LE N 
D A VIDE W I N ER 

LAW OFFICE 

BAAR . BENNE TT & F U LLE N 

29 BROADWAY 
TELEPHONE 

DIGBY ◄ -6350 

CABLE ADDRESS 

"e A RBE N FUL' 

Rev. Abba Hillel Silver, 
c/o The Temple, 
East 105th Street at Ansel 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 30th, 1936. 

Road, 

This is to acknowledge receipt of 

your letter of November 27th enclosing copy ot a 

letter received by you trom Joseph W. Moore, Chairman 

or the Parole Board or the State. I am rather sur

prised .at the tone or the repl.7. 

At the present moment, it appears to 

me that it will necessitate a change in the 

procedure which we had planned to pursue. I expect 

to have the opportunity to talk the matter over fur

ther with Father Scallon in the near future, and I 

shall then communicate with you further. 

In the meantime, please accept my 

warm regards, and believe me to be 

Sincerely yours, 
j I ---;? 



December 1st, 1936 

My dear Dr. Silver:-

Enclosed is a transcript of a letter I sent to 
Emil Baar. It exolains exactly my status, feelings and 
expectations. 

I won't ta e uo any more of your valuable time 
exceot to a ologize for the devious and undi:; rhanded method 
in which I am forced to send it. I trust you will under
stand m desoeration in daring to address you in this 
fashion, because I am indeed despe rate - and guide yourseli 
accordingly in whatever use you may put the enclosed to. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ G_~. 
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STATE OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 

WALLKILL STATE PRISON 

LEO J . PALMER, M . O . 
WALLKILL 

S UPERINTENDENT 

Rabbi Abba Hillel dilver D. D. 
The Temple 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr .:, il ver: 

December 5, 1936 

I ·know of course that you will t re at our 
correspondence as a confidential matter and I will there
fore give you my frank opinion in the matter of the reply 
to your letter to the Governor. 

Inasmuch as I read in the papers yesterday 
of the Governor's return from California after a three 
weeks sojurn on vacation, it is most unlikely that he ever 
saw your letter of November 17th. Undoubtedly it ~as turned 
over to Dr Moore in routine fashion for reply. 

It is my opinion that he was, to say the 
least, ungracious in his answer. In the fir s t place, even 
thou _h I do not know what you wrote to the Governor, I feel 
certain that you did not call upon His Excellency ''to inter
fere". 

The statement - "As to giving you an inter
view regarding this case,I must inform you that that is im
possible as the Parole Board is prohibited by law from re
ceiving applications for parole for any prisoner" - appears 
to me to be be gin the question. s far as I know you did
n't "make application for parole" on Allen u ust's behalf 
but merely re quested the courtesy of an audience to present 
certain aspects of his case. The formal "application for 
parole" undoubtedly has reference only to lawyers and their 
ri~hts to ffiake application or seek a hearin in a man's be
ha f. I m sure that it was not the intent of the law to 
exclude the possibility of the Board's bein courteous and 
listening to facts that might be presented by reputable 
parties in certain cases from tiEe to time. 

It is true that the Governor has a great deal 
of confidence in the Board and that the Board itself is very 
highly regarded in New York 8tate s far as its sincerity and 
integrity is concerned. However I might interpose that it is 
made up of three human beings, who to my knowledge are not 
infallible and are, I know, so overworked by reason of their 
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Rabbi bba Hillel Silver D. D. 

responsibilities that it is questionable hether they can do 
full justice to themselves, their job and those under their 
jurisdiction. 

You know of course that the Board of Parole 
is in the Executive Department and as such there is no appeal 
from its decisions. I mention this because it is my personal 
opinion that this results in their often being very arbitrary, 
absolute and implacable in their actions. Too, they are in
clined to bend over backwards in their unwillin ness to listen 
with an open mind to even reputable persons, both, as I see it, 
because of their self-ri hteous endeavor to be considered free 
from anythin that would savour of influence or pressure as 
well as to build up a barricade around themselves that will 
save them a reat deal of further trouble and as they probably 
see it, endless annoyance. 

The statement - "It is probable that you do not 
appreciate the seriousness of the crime and are una1ivare of many 
other factors connected with the case, which are in possession 
of the Parole Board" - is typical of the defensive mechanism 
employed by them of throwin an atmosphere of mystery, omnis
cience and infallibility around their decisions that in TIY op
inion is unwarranted by the time they are able, or better un
able, to ive to a consideration of individual cases. 

' 
The point is this the Police, the District Att-

orneys office, the Probation Department and the Judge ave a 
whole lot more time to the consideration of this case than the 
Parole Board could possi bl ~r ever hope to give. Before Allen was 
sentenced the Judge had before him the probation report, comp
laining witnesses and every conceivable''factor connected with 
the case' which the Parole Board professes to possess. The Judge 
was bound by law to impose twenty five years as a maximum sent
ence; his j d ent and discretion were to decide the minimun:.. 
~'hy then a·a ne say four to twenty five years, instead of let us 
say, twelve ' nd a half to twenty five years? Perhaps he had in 
mind Allen's institutional adjustment. Well that can be vouched 
for by Dr Leo J. Palmer, the superintendent here as being an ex
cellent one. The only other thing that I can see is that the 
Judge was incompetent or guilty of malfeasance. I wonder what 
they think? 

I did not mean to o to such lengths, Doctor, and 
to burden you with my impressions, but I am so conscious of this 
attitude of the Parole Board as well as the vagaries of the law 
itself that I am tempted in cases to strip the bandage off the 
eyes of some people's oddess - Justice. 

I realize that it is futile to 
little is accomplished by acrimony. But I must 
at a lo s s at present as to just what course to 
et in touch with Mr Baar next week, talk thin 

et excited and 
confess that I am 
su est. I will 
s over with him 
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Rabbi bba Hillel ilver D. D. 

and let you kno if unythin . develops. 

It may be well to keep in mind that the Parole 
Board is adamant once they have made an oracular pronouncerr.ent. 
The point is can they be softened up? 

JBS/m 

ith kind personal regards, I remain, 

Very cordially yours, 

fJ~ ~- fie~ 
James B. 'callon 

Chaplain 





C-i I 

o ll 
THE EUCLID-LOGAN HOTEL 

9507 EUCLID AVENUE 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

,,..J//fM-• ;~ /h:d! al f rtvl ~ /46 /4. 

iJ, ~! 1;.d/ ~ ~I -i,td L¼duu£t ~ 
I kiut ~/44£1 f ~ I • 

~'(~~ 



I 
J ; 

' f i 
f STATE OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 

WALLKILL STATE PRISON 

LEO J. PALMER, M . D . WALLKILL 
SU PER I NTENDENT 

February 2?, 193? 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver D. D. 
The Temple 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi: 

Nothing new has developed in the case of 
1llen ugust since last I wrote to you, accordingly 
you have not heard from me. 

I understand that you met with Mr Baar 
on one of your trips to New York and discussed with 
him various aspects of the case. 

Allen is still here with us and doing 
splendidly. To be honest with you, I was afraid he 
would have cracked mentally long ago because of his 
enforced further imprisonment. But of course, hope 
is the thing that keeps him going. From my position 
here, I am most conscious of what an unsuspectingly 
large part it plays in all our lives. 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter which 
I have to-day written to the Judge who sentenced 
llen. I shall keep you advised when he replies. 

If I understand correctly, you are call
ed upon to make trips to New York from time to time 
in connection with your work. lould it be possible 
to arrarge to meet with you on one of these occasions 
to talk over Allen's case? 

be, 

JBS/m 
Enclosure 

1th kind regards to you, believe me to 

Sincerely yours 

jj~/J~c_~ 
James B. Scallon 

Chaplain 



Bon. o orf:6 ;: • rtin 
Kings county Court 

120 Sahenierhorn street 
Brooklyn, l'. e • York 

Ju ..,e .. rtin: 

Fehruary 27, 1937 

I rop~e 1n to 7our ohn ber one a 
and m ed ,:ou by only . fe,; inutes. I ha v 
1th -our a oret ry, u- • oyce and he su te 
ou line on th ·tter I ~1te~ to 1 s 1 

le.st .eek 
nlce chat 

t • drop 
~on. 

call th oa n vrho as 
sent b r .. o on Deee bcr 21st t foHr to 
t nty "iv ye ~r~ to~ .:·1.tt r.n:t d ted to 
in • j n on J n • r:r 11th l 33. v o - it .. ,~· r( .•. .:1 tr ns-

:ferre to ·.ttio· n on ,1 v l . 1934 e : . .t here. So 
thet you c nee h he been t ~h is in titutlon almost three 
years, rir__ ¥ hiull ti , by reason of the cor~pe.rntivoly smell 
numbers, (504 oap city - average about 400) one le inn pos
ition to obt~ln fair estimate or a mttn and . am111 rize one•a 
self 1th ls o s. or th s re~aon a ell ns the ruot that 
~r mil Ba~r, ~ttorney n ral B nnett•s la partne_. tmd 

Re.bbi illllel -.. llver, . D., a ro10.ln nt Je 1 h 1 .a er from 
Clevalund, have b eJ1 renuinely lnteres~... I'! i-. Q case, I am 
t kin the liberty of oommun1oa.t1ng •1th you to advise you of 
the status ot h1s case at present nd 1n u1re at as your 
mind· t th ti r aenteno . 

ugu t ppe red b tore t e Board •Of arole here 1n 
Jun or 1935 tor consider tlon 1n th matter of release as ot 
July 24th 1935. On th t ooo aion he es told that he ould be 
held until Je.n.u ry 1.938 tor reoons1der tion. Inasmuch as his 
prison record oat th t time - and 1no h s been - n ex
empl ey one, th - only re son that one oen pos lbly deduce tor 
the Board's decision, is it's h bit or adjudicating the action 
and sentence ot the Court by holding a man tor further time in 
vie • or h t it terms to be the seriousness of the . offense and 
th comparatively small sentence imposed. 

In reply to R bbl Silver or 1 o? mber 24tl1 l93S, 
Dr oore, Chairman or the Board or o.role said in part "It la 
probable that ou do not ppreoiote the seriousness or. the cr1 
and a.re una ·are or ny other taotora co nected 1th the case, 



Fage 2. 

Hon. Oeor e • rtin - continued. 

~1oh re 1 posse sion of the rol Bo rd'. In vie · of the 
taot that the Court •as undoubtedly ~ bit s ~11 informed 
e.s the Farol Board would ever ho:>e to be on this oase, and in 
vie or ~11 n ugu t•s splendid 1nst1tut1onnl adjust nt !nee 
his incarc ration, ot h1oh the· arden here, Dr Palmer, is ful-
ly oo 1z ut re dy tot stiry, ould you b ~ood enou h, 
Your I cnor, to tell us ·hat ·as your intention at the time th t 
you iiuposed the a ntenoe of four to t\ ·enty ti ve ears, viz, 
hether you l~t ~6 t • t ~ugust shoulo b rel ad at the end 

ot 1 1n1mum term less ~1 tor ood behaviour, 11 thins 
bein , u 1 1. e., th the de good adjust nt in nr!son -
or ~·as it your und rstandin th t the P rol., oerd •ould o.rbit-
rnril •• 1 pose t rt r time - rh' c use it t J.e 1 ,-
or · nu er t1 o 1_ oi" tn6 u • •h\ ks: 

over 
111 

tor 
t1 Le 

• .u t hut, .... lrea.dy bee.. he 1 
his 1n1rnum term nd it is tmllkoly 

h1 cotoid r ti~n to not·e4 y 
y t s on f ·o · 

of s-nt 

I • .1g t d over t.o 
or t e boy involved out four .u~onth 

sure Jou t ' t he tol~ t th t ti , thut 
ugu t - nd hi~ oo-d fend nt Cl r :·· , h d served 

length ot ti!tla in prison and that there a nothln 
by rurt r inc~rc ration. 

nt .. .... onths 
role Board 

·oul there
ntion t the 

see the 
. o and 
elt th 

sutf1c1 
to be 

other 
I oan 
t 
nt 

n d 

s urin you ot our ppr ci tion for your interpret
tion of this senteno, I am 

S1noer ly yours 

J tries B. ·• o llon 
Ch ·1 in 



ch 1, 1937 

C . lain J a- 'lfl& l3. Scallon, 
a o.l.l! .. 1 1 St .. te Pr1eon, 
o.llk111, • T. 

y de· r Fat er Scallon: 

Let e thank~ !or our kin letter 
ot P'ebrn.ar-J 27 d for t e ncloaur • 1 an not 
lnn ine to be in l -" Yo in th turo, 

but 1t I do, I sl 1 of • te with 
y-ou and , for a e can disC\laa 

1n Al.lon'3 cano. 

I 01 ould bo ry much int r sted to he 
w rlt Ju e J. tin rote to ou in reply to your 
letter. 

1t· bet is a, I renain 

Ver cor 1all yo .... 



LEO J . PALMER, M . D . 

SUPERINTENDENT 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 

WALLKILL STATE PRISON 

WALLKILL 

.:arch 12, 1937 

Rabbi bba Hillel 3ilver . D. 
The Ten.:.ple 

East 10th dtreet at nsel Road 
Cleve and , hio 

Deur abbi: 

I am enclosinp a copy of the reply 
I received froL udge ·-~· rtin in answer to rr.~ 
letter concernin, ~11en u ust. I oulc be 
gl ad to let you have th ori i1al if you cared 
to use it any time. 

It seems tor~ that a letter from 
Dr Leo ' . ·ulmer 1 .... D., the warden here, vou
ching for Allen's splendid institution~l ad
justn.ent in con·unction wit1 this letter of 
Judge _artin 's mi ht move the "po ers that 
be" to e;r nt him some consideration at this 
time. ,vha t do you think? 

JB /m 
Enclosure 

i t .J. kind regards 

Cordially yours 

James B. Scallon 
Chaplain 



COPY COPY 

COUNTY COURT 

KTI\fG COUFTY 

COPY 

GEORGE i.: . 1~iARTIN CHAMBERS 
COUNTY JUDGE 

Rev. James B. Scallon, Chaplain, 
\lallkill State Prison, 
\~allkill, N. Y. 

Dear Father Scallon: 

BR00KL r , r . y. I,:arch 4, 193?. 

I have your letter of February 27th, and wish 
to state that I am quite familiar with the facts and circum
stances surrounding the case. 

When I sent _tllen : u ust t p prison, I never 
intended that he serve any more than his minimum sentence. 
This was not truly a kidnapping case in any sense of the word. 
They took the boy, kept him a little while, and then returned 
him the same afternoon. I doubt very much whether they had any 
intention, at that time, of keepin him. Ho~~ver, under the 
law, I was obliged to sentence him, which I did. I feel that 
if he served his minimum sentence he would be justly punished. 

I am sorry to have missed you when you were 
here, but trust you will stop in again to see me the next time 
you are down. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Si ned) Geo. V . Lartin 




