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The function of reli~ion in life. 

Friday, September 4, 1915 

Life is forever evolving new concepts, and coinin~ new terms fo 

express these concepts. The successive concepts of an a~e are the his

tory of its development and the new terms which an a~e produces or the 

new meanin~s with which it endows old words are the milestones of its 

pro~ress. Our a~e has ~alvanized an ol<l term and imbued lt with ~reat 

si~nificance. 1'hat term is "function''· unction has hecome the watch-

word of our times, the ma~ic word which serves as a touchstone for all 

the verities of life. hen we behold a new fact or experience we imme-

diately inquire into its function. When a new truth is promul~ated, we 

at once we ask, is it workable, does it function? In fact we no longer 

ask, is this or that true or untrue. He state it thus - is it ~ood or 

bad? In a wo d, can it function benificen ly in our life. Will it en

hance or retard it, enrich or impoverish it1 

Our a e is intensely practical. Its standard of evaluation, 

its way of determinin~ the intrinsic value of thin~s, is utility. There 

were times in the history of mankind, when men thought differently, when 

men WKU jud~ed not by standards of life and practicality, but by ideas, 

of other-worldliness, of ultra-mundane considerations. The more stripped 

a thin~ was of earthy value, the less prAtical it was, the truer and the 

nohler it was. Rut a chan~e of attitude towards life came over mankind. 

~en are bu in~ th mselves ver earnestly with this world of God, com

batin~ its evils, stru~~lin,- with its perplexities, clearin~ and beauti

fyin it. An in this practical work of life-hulldin , man utilizes 

all the thin~s that can be of service to him. Fe accordin~ly asks of 

all knowled~e - can you function in my cheme of thins? Can you help 

hetter times(?) Can you Mlft~ make my life fuller and more purpo eful" 

The thins that can answer yea - are adopted a true. Those that cannot 

are discarded as false. 
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e i•ion must su mit to the same test. It can claim no special 

privile .~s on the stren~t of a~e and tradition. i~e i impatient with 

traditional thinn s which have outlived their u efulness. Can reli ton 

function in life, in our busy, practical, everyday life; that is the 

question that confronts us today and in e innin• our re i >iou activi

ties for the new year, it behooves us to pause and consider. 

Reli,ion may be characterized as the supreme hope, confidence 

and optimism in life. eli~ion, in positin an intelli ent and benevo-

lent creative spirit in the universe, makes life purposeful and dowers 

man with a spark of divinity. "Faith", said Tolstoy, "is the sense of 

life that sense y virtue of which man does not e e stroy himself, but 

continues to live on. If man did not elieve that he must live for ome

thin•, he would not live at all." In a world uch a th mat rialists 

conceive, a world t rannically ruled hy an inexorahle. lind fate, life 

is reduced to hrutal instincts, man 1 o bed of free om, initiati e, 

ideal m, in fact of all virt1e which ma e life livable. hy hould 

man strive, la or, hope, wh n all i pr~-determined, when that which 

shall be ha already heen fixed y that which wa. a, more, why live 

at all" urel, there i enou•h of mis ry and suff~rin• in lif to make 

one, who dou t the u timate trium h' of he ood ov r the evil, question 

the very value of life. 

****portion mlssin~ 

.• hi ,her self. .~Ii ion KKXXXK hold that the world, and especially th 

w rld of man i bin ere. ted. Life is not complet, perfect. Surely 

not the life, the piritual lif of man. Life i an<l ever will e in the 

proces of becomin ever more perfect. In the wok of perfectin life, 

man i the in trum nt of God. n, s y th Ra i , is 

th co-worker of God in the act of creation. Th man tho has no ideals 

has cease to he a co-worker of God hecaus for him life 1 compl tely 
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and definttely closed . our idealism 1~ the divine assertin~ itself 

in you. It is r.od revealin• Himself to you. eli , ion, then, in relati 

God with Man, has afeguarded for all times idealism in life. 

that channels does idealism always follow? Evijently, those of 

social service. A western idealist alwajs thinks in terms of hu nity, 

in terms of morality. ~eli~ion then is the asis of all ethics, of all 

social service. It is a fundamental principle of all r ligions that 

man comes to ~od tbrou~ man, that we realize ou God ivin~ faculties 

throu h socially enevolent acti ity. The ladder whose head reaches the 

footstool o God's throne i uilt y man and its run•s are the deeds of 

kindness, and of love and the s en iments of bnotherhood and cooperation. 

This philo~op y of reli~ion which have endeavored to re ~ent 

to vou is peculiarly Je~i h. I should rather s~y consciously Jewish. 

In no ot er re i~ion have th se een so clearly and forcibl 
/ I 

eminated. ~od i called the "the kin• who de ireth life'. 

he morality is called the the tree of life. 

JudAism loved life ecause it believed in lif , in the triu ph of the 

ood, over the evil, of light over darkness. nd cause of its indomi-

table faith, ecause of its reat opportuni~m, it was equipped to endur 

sufferin~ anrl humiliation, to turn his ack to the smiter, to be de -

pised and rejected, oppressed an afflicted, ecaus it knew that God is 

in H he ven and all will e ri~ht with he world. 

nd because of its •rea lov of lif, Judaism as supreme! i-

dealistic. Judai m was al a s kin ne r alms for th human soul, n • 

fields fo man's spiritual activi ·1 • Its at le ~ry was 

onto h hei',ht. ev rat a stindstill, always pro r ssi e, ol in~, 

se~rchin,, inclu ive - tha . 1 (th) secret f Ju aim' lif . R cently, 

a Je -1, ose lexan r, ov nor of Idaho, h s en occa ion to call the 

id ali m of sra into quer.tion. 
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****portion missi 

And the idealism of Israel was the father of Jrldai m's rea ., 

messa~e of service. er ice is the keynote of Israel's hi~tor. 0 

what end was Israel redeemed froM ~~vpt anrl ~ent fo th upon a car er of 

an independent national xistenc"' • y was Israel chosen b ,...od? <;o that 

it, too, ma stumr1e throu~h a life of ~luttonou~ se f-in ul .,ence? o 

tha it too ma conquer, despoil. enslave people, then in turn econ

quered, despoiled, enslaved? The answer i ~ ~iv n h the aut or of the 

s to ry P. i ms e 1 f : ' c:; nd for th lllAf my 

peo le' - wh? So that Israel, too, may wrt e it lit -le name on the 

shif in~ sands of time to he washe out hy then xt reat wave of histor ,? 

n end forth my people that they may serve me!" Service% shall consecrate 

itR lif eri ce shall ctiv'te • And twic in that iblical 

passa"e is the si nificant ~o d "in the Hi lderness" added to 

th phrase "send for • people that they may serve me". 'ea, in th 

waste, houlin~ wilderness of life, wh re th oases ar few and t here th 

lindin~ stormc; ra .,e \- ildl/, where t e lips e n : parch d and soul are si l-

with mis~ivin s, there let my people fo and serve m ! "In he wi J dern ss'! 

tn,ere the lonel~ carDva stum le aimles 1 thrcu~h he scorchin~ sands 

of adversi , not kno inn ~h th r to urn. here let XH my people o and 

s rv me' <;e 1 ice and er.vie alone ~a~ h pur o e of sra 1 's redem -

jon and e ection. 

he func ion of Jud~ ~m Kin ou 11 e is coexisten ive with 

that of reli ion in neral. It i to serv a anctifica ion of life 

as th divine ur~e for upward climbin, . th c 11 to s rvice and soc al 

s fulnes . 

,1e pray, almi hty o , that in th e innin of our reli ious 

activitie for he ear, thi me a of our reli ion ma e firmly im-
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ressed upon u. we he true to ee and to ours Ives y enno lin 

our lives with h~ eauty of Thy truth, h, dedic~tin~ ou . el es to the 

service of idealism. Amen. 




