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it the Eoff street temple Fridéy even

! Rabbi A. H, Silver deilvered an in-
-sting sermon dealing with ‘“The Un-
rsality of Geod."
of child labor mignt make the world
elter place and how they might give
little children the rights they are de-
ing them, if they only knew a little
re_about God. ¢
Rabbi Silver said:. “Verily God is in
is place and I did not know it.” In
¢ mind of the primftive man the deity
iginally Was associated with the place
¢ his worship. He was bound up with
18 mountain, the cave, the well in the
ek where his shrine was erected. These

e

s the deities themselves.
‘eedom of locomotion for the gods of
lyv man. They were incarcerated in
deir own images. They were the pris-
mers of their own shrines.
The second stage in the religious de-
~tlopment of man was characterized by
the facet that. gods were able to leave
their abodes and for a time work their
“iI! in other lccalities. Their ‘original
.smes, however, required their perma-
aent dwelling places while their so-

There was no

ration.

But this new quality which was at-
tributed to the gods—the quality of
movement—was 2 momentous one. If

the power of the deity is no longer ra-
stricted to his immediate environment,
if bhis will ean be made manifest away
from home, what is there to check the
‘Towta of the idea that the deity may be
#il powerful and omnipresent, that his
POwWer may permeate all things and his
oresenee be all pervasive?

" The second stage in religious thought,
therefore, leads directly into the third—
that of the universaiity of the gods,
and this concept culminates in yet u
fourth one—the prophetic :dea in Which
gods give way to God; the idea of man's
thesis is of one omnipotent being, whose

| Presence  is manifest in the whole of
i1 reality.
The story  whichi I read this even-

( Ing from the twenty-eighth chapter of
Genesis illustrates a ° God—conception

| Which rightly belongs in the second
stage of religious evolution.” Jacob .in
L his™ wa 2Tings * through the land o
{ Canaan, stumbles across a holy place,
a_magon, the habitat of a Jdeity. He is
unaware of it at first. Night coming on
Jacob selects one of the sacred stones

the place for a pillow and lies down to
Sieep.” The Deity appears to him during
.the night in a dream and reveals His
‘name to Jacob, coupled with the prom-
ise of guidance and protection for him-
| self, Jacob, and of prosperity for his
i descendants. Then Jacob awoke from
his sleep and exclaimed, “Verily God is
in this place and I uid nov know of it,”
and he was afraid and said, “How beau-
~tiful is this place; this can be none
| €lse but the house of God and the gate
: 0of ‘heaven.” = So he took the stone upon
which he had slept and set it up as a
sacred pillar or monument and anoint-
ed it with oil. :

It is apparent from the narrative that
the Deity is still the God of a specitic
locality; that the Deity revealed Himself
i1 to Jacob only because Jaeob had acci-
dentally come umpon His dwelling place
and that only this sacred place was “the
hiouse of God ‘and the gate of heaver
And yet tilis narrative related in classic
simplicity. has somehow always appealad
| to me. It seemed to detegt in it, in spite

i
J

iol' its religious immaturity, symptoms
- of greai truth.  Leoksd at as a simple

{ patriarchal legend apart from its histor-
| ical background, the story may he inter-
preted to yield much feod for thought.
H Jacob, wgo L WA hypature w—“tent
| day iy o who "had never left his
home befote, is now Wandering, alone
rand sorrow laden, through strange lands
among strange peopics. At home in Beer-
sheba, he knew ‘that he was under the
protectipn of his God; for had not God
evealed Himself to his father Tsaae
here? DBut now away from Beersheba,
_—~ v

He told how employ-:

1ysical objects were ever looked: UpOGIT

journs abroad were but of temporary du-i

Hn

e¥s; he 18" a préy to t}

j thoughi that his God w»

him now that he is awa,
main.
through

He lles down anc
the magic of tl

new thought is borne in u,

his God 18 with him there
open sky, in the lonely waste «
as surely as He was with L

homey

that this desolate

SL

\yilderness is as sureiy “the.
God and the gate of heaven’

the fertile flelds and the wi
of Beersheba, and that the roc
ladder whose head reaches to t.
nd anywh

of
gre

erywhere,

deringly exclaims

pla

"

' Driven by the iron rod
dren of lsrael were forced to leave their
their temple and wander |
away into the great world that looked !
i like a vast wilderness to them, even as
the road from Beersheéba to Horan ap-
They were crushed in

potid-
They felt that they
"had been driven from the presence of
not God dwell in Jerusa
They echoed the plaint of David
when he was an exile among the Philis-
tines, fleeing from the wrath of Saul, |

homes and

pea
i bod

v and in spirit.
l euLa»d-*lep’féléM

God,
lem!

God.may be fou
at world ofs

ce and I did not -know

0

red to Jacob.
R

for did

er

ity -

The fate—of Jacob evertook also his
aren —of~—Tsrael.
ome, the chil-

ere-des

Salnd eV~
and Jacob :rawakens to the,
realization of this great truth, and won-'
, “Verily God is in this

iversality of Gc

| he experiences that_vazur

A

“They have driven me out this day from
abiding in the inheritance of the Lord.”

But soon the great souls among the peo-
ple, the men in whose bosoms adversity

had not extinguished the fire of will and
of courage, ihe will to live and the @ours

age

to face the

tribulations of ¢
had a vision and behold, they:s
ladder whose head reaches to the
of the Almighty standing in theip:
and they awoke with a start to

thep

ception-of -the-great truth, and “triuii-,
phantly exelajimed, “Verily God \isdin til

place, in.this exile, in this heartbe 2
ing, spirit-erushirg, se@l~corrdding eter-!
nal wandering, in this blindin
and burning ‘pain,

2 |

2. SOFrow-i
in this Gehennah of"

rancor, spite and maleyolence; yes, God

is in.this place and weidid not know it> i
Here is “the house of God,” Where we!

must worship in the full fervor of our|

dav

trec

otion .here in the

1 breeds :strife, here

‘“the hous

great world ofz
men, where prejudice blinds judgment,
where ignorance stifles love, 'where ha-
is

e

ol God,” whither we must bring our of-'
ferings and our sacrifices, our i6ve and

our

labor.

This vast arena of the world,

where the peoples of the earth writhe
in the agonies of a new birth, this is;

“th

And

e gate of heaven.,”
stirred by

the potency of this

new truth, Israel set about building a|
new Jerusalem, a Jerusalem whose lim-|

its are the ends of the earth,

whos

e |

foundations are justice and truth, whose

towers

and pinnacles are

human

as-

nperations and in whose templethe thou-
, sand voiced choir of humanity will sing
the praises of the God of Justice and of;
Love,

: |

n - exXile, in sorrow and

in' sufferin

men have sometimes found God and

vis

ish

ity
bat

which men
and  vices that accrued to them in the
comfort and luxury of peace.
to the=impassioned words of A private |
in the French army, who claims to have
been baptized by blood and
lifé of nobility and spirituali

of;

s

A
' .
O ¥

hiood drenched tr

ion

captain,

that the war has bee
h for many a soul, a
were. purged

thousands who have ex
ill of altruism, of self=&
sation ‘of dying for a

tens of “thousands
ches, w
e

of “the gate of heaven.”
wreck and ruin, -the pain and the pas-
sion, the fever and fury of the terrible
war that is devastating Europe,
men have found God.

som
wh
n a

crucible
of the evii

n into

perienced th

i3
se 1

I ‘listen/|

I hear:

reat _cause .
fop the first time in their lives. I
pra;

o
-

a|

In the

!
|

“the

I little ones of whom
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ith that God can wé \(’orshi{) in the
op and in the factory, in the office and
in the store, in the field and in the .aine.
in.the school and in the home, with the
spade as fwith the hymn, with t_he ledger
as with the prayer book! Some day
men: Vil gﬁ moved by the. great vi=i
sign, ‘and the employer will then look ?"
hﬁ ledgers and his pay envelopes, to
the comfort and health of his working-
men  and exclaim, ‘Verily (EQd’xs inf
his place and I did not know it. An_d‘
laborer will then look upon his
work with the eye of an artist and notjy
of a serf, and he will realize that his
tasl is “the house of God and the gate
of heaven.” & Then labor will rise as
‘monument dedicated to the service of

Some day meépn will look for the ladder
thai leads heawenward, not only in the
templées and in \charitable bequests, but
it the thousand \situations of life, hum-
ble as they mayY be. §yThen the glass
manufacturer whyp mutilates the handi-
work of God by stunting the growth of,
little souls  in.  his factory will l00K|
into the frightened eyes of one of these
is the kingdom ofl
heaven, and seeing'\ that 'haunted look,
that weary look, that hopeless look, that

look which speaks bf the\ hunger for
the little joys of life which he denied!
it, he will break down and sob and

rising, a better man, he will say, ‘“‘Verily |
God is in this place and I did not know
it~—this is the house of God where 1|
must worship—this is the only\gate .that:-
can lead my_seudk-to heavenly \felicity.

When the vision comes, fatlers an
mothers will realize that “every homg
may be a “house of God” and ‘a gate o
heaven;” that the ladder of spiritual jg
and happiness can rise from the fir

side where love reigns as from t
holy of holies in the temple.

‘When  the vision comes, men W
cease from seeking God, as the ¢
children in quest of "the bluebird,
far and distant lands, in a world dist
from the everyday one; but retur
to' their daily tasks and duties, they
say, ‘“Verily God is in this place a
did not xnow it.”
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I read of a Brit-|
wounded in the war,
asserts with deep conviction and sincer-
spirituall
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