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The syna1!;o~ue 

The syna~o~ue! hat hosts of memories that ~ord con;ures up! 

~-:hat le~ions of min~led feelin~s ! What throngs of sacred emotions! One 

can no more sp ak of the syna.go~ue without stirring a world of tender 

thou~hts and sentiments than of home or fatherland: for the syna~o ue 

was for 2,000 years the home and the fatherland of the Jew! 

The synato~ue - how inextricably interwoven is its history with 

that of the Jew! How faithfully does its life reflect the trials and the 

triumphs Mt and the tra~edy in the life of its devotees. 

The syna~ogue - How truly representative it is of the sou of its 

worshippers! ~.Jhat sul-lime simplicity? What calm nobility! \hat strenP,th 

of chAracter and hei~ht of vision! nhat sanctity an<l kindliness, what 

humanity. 

The syna~or,ue - the secret of Israel's survival - the sourc of 

Israel's stren~th, the oracle of Israel's inspiration, the altar of 

Israel's devotion, the ~oal of I rael's vision, the syna~o~ue! 

"Of all the institutions that man has e er •· , remarks 

fr. Herford in his splendid history of Pharisiism(?), "the one with the 

lon~est history is the syna•o~ue0 • And no human iastitutlon has so com-

pletely cnrapt itself in the KltM~Ilt IX1 mystic grandeur of fancy. lore 

and legend, swathed its lf in the sacrificial love of m n. nor been so 

''eternally clo(Juent'' as the syna~ogue. 

It was in exile that the syna~ogue was firs conceived and the 

unfortunate circumstancef of its birth ~as somehow attended it throu hout 

its history. And yet, who can tell, perhaps this very circumstance con­

tributed to its effectiveness later on when the people wer a ain in 

exile. 

he xi e to a , on at first broke the sp~rit of the Jew. 
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God had for ak n him. "How can we sin the son s 

of Zion in stran~e 1 nds". ut the syna•o u was a re ponse to it - h 

Temple was destroyed t,u: the syna oiue exists. The physical fatherland 

is in ruins ut we shall erect a spiritual "father' land \·7hich neither 
of 

the hosts of the destroyers can deves a e, nor the fury X.K~ hatred lay 

waste. And so the s rna~ogue has een for 2,000 ears. The home and th 

fatherland of the Jew - his buttress and his hi~htower - his refu~e in 

the dar of affliction. 

The yna~o~ue has MO suffered with the Jew. ~o where I read 

t at you can read th h !g:or of th Jews for the past l cen ur i es in th 

razed syan o~ues of Europe - hes na~o•u first met th ons1a1~hts of 

persecuti0n. The yna o ue are the tomb tones of many a Jewi h co . ni-

ty , 

supre 

by lin and infernal 

act of holy martyrdom. 

h. The s na•oPue wi ness d 

• ~u~ heard th pr11yers of men 

an women hesie, d. he syna~o ue it essed acts of fu • and madness 

and bl odthirstiness and intolerance and th syna o u saw th da ning of 

the new da,. th comin., of mor.nin~ not onl, from without ut from wtthin. 

It aw th triumph of th Jew. he synar,o ue vibra ed and throb ed in 

one fundamental chord of constant pain. he syna o ue meant for the Je\ -

I. a i th. r,od d lt in hi midst. 

he firs of true faith were never xtin uished. Th heavin villain(?) 

of adver. i ~ lad not o e power d hi . It wa the distant ~l .a which 

the wander r 5ee at ni~h whic in pir s hi in hi war pil~rima~e 

kn 1in~ h h ci 1 

faith - univ sali .,' ( 

pomp or circu stanc ). 
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