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A Jewi h view of Jesus 

Jan. 26, 1cn7 

I. Introduction: The motive which prompts these comparative studies 

of reli~lons i not intolerance nor love of polemics, hor disputations. 

l)Tt is an honest seekin~ after the truth. Rab ls have said 

, and the prophet of azareth is quoted as sayin~ 'And ye shall 

know the truth and the truth shall make you free". Our object is dis­

cover the things which bear the seal o~ God - truth. Our aim is to ex­

tend the spiritual domains of man's freedom by destroying the confining 

walls of error. 

2) Antother q,otive which prol}1pts these lectures is the wish to define 

clearly our attitude to the reat reli~ions about us. ~n are approach-

ing one another more closely today, in social and spiritual inte course. 

This intercourse brin~s ahout a free exchan~e of views llH.M«X concernin 

the vital thi~s of life. And reli~ion, in~ of the most vital, is 

frequently the suhject of such exchan~e of opinions. It hehooves the 

Je ish larman to he well posted and informed. 

3) And the third motive is this: that we are firmly convinced that he 

who knows but one reli~ion knows non~. ~eli~ion is man's attempt to in­

terpret the ~reat mysteries of life and to brin~ him elf into relation 

with them. Interpretations vary and he who knows his interpretation only 

and consciously i~nores th many others is stultifyin~ his mental and 

piritual nJWth. No one can be a scientist who deliberately refuses to 

take co nizance of oth r people's theories or discoveries. o one can be 

a philosopher who knows but hi own little philosophical system. So 

with rel l ion. 11 r Ii ions have a nucl us, a kernal of truth, th 

seekin after God and truth. The ways may differ, their methods may 

vary, but we should know them. 

II. Introduction : Th re was a time when a •tydy such as ours - "The 
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Jewish view of Jesus" would not have been discussed in a Jewish pulpit. 

There are still today sections of Jewry where such a discussion would not 

be countenanced. And it isn't mere bisotry and narrow-mindedness which 

accounts fo this attitude on the part of many of our p ople. Let us 

fac the• facts. Jesus was, in the vyes of Jewry and of the world, th 

found e r of C ristianity and hri tianity ant for the Jew th a ncy 

which oppre ~ed and persecuted him for 16 centuries. Christianity sp lt 

for the Jew not the messa~e of "love your enemi s", "for iv them for 

th know not what h do'', and similar no le teach i n~s of t entle 

proph t of azareth, but hatred and intolerance~ exile and mob riots. 

Fver festiv~l co or tin ~ the alle ed birth and resurrec ion of the 

founde of hriqtianit wa the i~nal for anti- ewi 
then 

demon tra ions. 

Is it an~ onder(\t at the name .Jesus b came anathema? Tim s av chan•ed. 

Ven have learnt K X th t de,otlon on f 1th do , not entail hatred of 

another. e ha• also learnt tnat th errors and sins of Christianity 

cannot ri htly be laid at the door of its founder who lea t of all men 

would countenance them. The Jew today can without compunc ion and with­

out pa sion tudy the lif and teachin~s of Jesus as he would study the 

life and teachin s of an, other teacher of his people, of ny oth r Jew. 

III. In our study of he Je ; is v ew of Jesus we shall <livid 

th su ject into two parts. 1) The Jewish view of the life of Jesus which 

view w sh r . in coTTJT1on with all advanced students of history and hi her 
the 

H,lical critics, which view is c1ent1fic vi and 2) Th Jewish vie of 

the teac in~s of Je u which is mor u j ctive and interpra tiv. 

I'• he J wi h vie of the ife of Jesu. 

A. nifficu ty of u t: It i n ce sary for u, in the fir t plac, to 

hink in terms of the ~a • nuote p. 6 f elitzch. i.:very ff'ct i dis-

torted, swathe in my h, exa •er ted and mir cleOized. 
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• Scarcity and unreliability of documents. 1) ot one hi torian men­

tions his name. Josephus dos not. On pas~a• in Josephus which is 

spurious and in~erpolative. 2) Talmud does not pr serve historical data 

of life and eeat of Jesus. About 20 ref~rences which are indistinct 

echoes of N. T. traditions . . -fost references are from 3 and 4 centuries 

and from Pa ylonian sources. 3) ?aul who is earliest of .T. writers 

never knew Jesus and knew 1 tle of his life. l.) odern criticism has 

estahli hed the €act that the four ospels are not the works of the TTM!n 

whose n Me they ear. They are not the statements of eye-witnesses. 

Thy are collection of fra~m nts which received their pres nt shape, at 

the earliest, durin~ the openin~ years of the 2 century. t least two 

enerations intervened between those who wrote down the events and those 

who could have been eye-witnesses to hem. 5) r~noranc which ~ospels 

betray with regards to institutions and parties durin national(?) life 

of Jewish people ~ives one h impression that they s re the products of 

the lat t er half of the 2 century. 6) o thet for a century and over the 

story of Jesus passed or~lly from mouth to mouth ,aining in sup rnatural­

isrn an legendary character as it went. Embellished, overlaid with the 

mi aculous, many account floated a ou in primitive church until these 

fou were cAnoniz d. 7) ~ e were written y men who were not historia s 

hut whose aim was principally to pro,e that Je us wa~ the essiah and 

Saviour of he Uorld. 

• 1th o li tle authoritative evidence at our dispo al, we 

mu t proceed car fully, pickin~ the ,rains of truth from the chaff of 

le end. bat can we sa with any de ree of certainty cone rnin~ th birth 

life, crucifision and the al e~ed resurrec ion and divinit of Jesus. 

VI. ~irth. Mt• culous concernin• - 1) Jesus and never make m ntion 

of it. 2) Paul doe not. alat ian and Pomans - "made of the seed of 
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f)avid acco din~ to the flesh' . 3) "fark earliest of 4 osp ls and io,.­

ra her, does not. MtaXMH 4) ohn (c.120 does not hut ~P aks of him as 

son of Jos ph. ) arly church fathers, Cl ement of ome, Po]ycarp o 

myrna, and I natius of : ntioch (end l cent.) did nor know it. 6) p 

to the middle of XM 2 century not a sin le Christian writer with the 

exception of 1atthew and Luke make mention of it. ut here two discover-

ies of old manuscripts have proven that th se ref r nces are interpolatio 

In 18 2 Sinaitic mss. which is the Syriac translation of ~tthew and 

which is 200 years older than the Gr ck, was discovered and "iatthew 1:16 

reads in it 'Jacoh be at Jos ph and Joseph be at Jesus". Th Gr ck, a 

later product, reads "And Jacob be~at Joseph, the husband of ry, of 

whom was born Jesus, wh~ is called Crist". 7) hat ave rise to the 

idea of ti'gin birth of Jesu ? 'lhen Jesus came to be re arded as the 

Me siah, his followers, espcially 0 ho lived 100 year after him, 

cam to find predictions M in the • - • M concernin his comin~. The 

ten ency to all~~orize the qcriotur was r mpant. Text ~ere distorted 

and taken ou of their con exts to serve their i ediat . purpos . im to 

find in 11-=e of Je u fu fi llm nt of O .T. prophesies. Ther is a pro-

ph cy in Isaiah 7 .14, lh. haz Yin., of Juda is ar pr s d y ram and 

Israel. Isaiah prophecies that r--m and Israel will oon e laid waste 

and in sin o tl at he ays that a ~oman 1ho wa th n with child W t 

ha 1 he ab e to nam er ·on ~mn nu 1 - God is wi h us, since wit in 

a very f m nths d liv r nee will come . . ow I aiah would not iv a 

si~n that will come to pas 700 y ars later: now the HMM Hebrew of 

Isaiah's prophecy is 

The Kl6t • • aut or depended on 

translated a virgin. ow 

reek translation \1hich had 

is not vir in but woman. is 

le rew for vir in. A Catholic scholar arl a 177 point~ thi out 
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at risk of his life. Sine~ O. aid a vir in will •ive b rth and 
to 

ince this pas~a c Yefers ~X ~ssiah or Jesus, hence Jesus had to b b rn 

of a vir in. ~) This is not the only distortion &f texr. Had I th time 

I would show !{MM where the story of Jesu~•s birth i Rethlehem ori~inated, 

where his jonrney to E~ypt, of which all hut .'1atthew are if!norant, ori­

~inated but suf ~ice it to say that honest cri t ical research forbids u 

to accept the story of the i oulate hirth of Jesus. This is exclusive 

of the scientific, physiolo ical ahsurdity of it. 

1 II. norn in ~alilee about 4 .~., son of humble parents, car-

penter hy trade. neared in a Je• ish en iron 
th~ 

his p ople, fille<l wi h M love for hi people. 

nt. ~d CPted in the lor 

Acquainted with old 

ro hetic plrit. Peard amonP poo folk, fisheY n. ryeeply spiritual 

man. ecam irn ue with the i ea and ac;pirations coffi"TlOn in his ay. 

The hope for a Mes iah which peopl w r l okin for. e O y of the 

ord. Jesu hear John th ap ist pr ac in 29 A.~. e impression is 

over owerin~. Uns orn hair, le ther ttrdle. Announcin~ comin:, of ay of 

the iord and urr,in~ r :,pentance. Je u is aptized. Identified himself 

with prophetic move nt. h n John is arrested Jesus take up th work. 

,oes throu~h Galilee preachin the comin , of the in dom of Heaven and 

of 

ur in men to prepare the selves for it by repentin. (People XKXM~X iden­

tified this in~ om with the re-esta li hment of the Throne of avid and 

the su jection of all heathen nations to the yoke pf Israel.) Henls the 

sick, 

of i 

uct - S 

thers di ciple around him. Crowd~ follow him. In these group 

iate di ciples e.us annunci tes hi pri siples of faith and con-

non he u t. r70es to Jerusalem to preach comin of in~-

dom of Heaven. s ma e to ride in city on two sses. 

idin~ upon an s ta i to ay 

an as s ' s co 1 t . ( tat . 
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nt T"s the mple and is dis~usted with rooney chan ers and slau,hter. 

ti hou:.e shall be called a house of prayer'. ttacked sacrificial 

stem and like Jer miAh of old pr icted destruction of the Temple. n-

ta onize harisees and adducees. Arre ted at~ thsemane. 

TIII. Trial of Jequs. Ille al acco din~ to ospels. Sanhedrin. 

1) Court eould not convene at ni~ht. 2) ould not condem a person on 

the sam~ day tat his ca e was taken up. 3) rould no sit in a day efor 

~ hhath or festi ,al. 4) (crosqed out) see rnsq.) 5) In case of h asphemy 

cou d not convict unless the utternace was a plain bla phemy 'S) id not 

have power over life and death. 7) Jews did not use crucifix on as form 

of execution. There isn't even a word for it in He rew. It was abhor­

rant to them. Four methods of death - bys ord, hy throttlin,, by lapid -

tion and y burninv.. 

Jesus was put to d ath by Pil t in true Roman fashion. The 

rulin, priestly class which was intimate with Pilate denounced him to 

Pilate asap ssi le dan rous rebel and he had im executed. In the 

idea of X ~ssiah Pilate saw dan~er. 

IX. esurrection. lX 1) nesurrection tory not found in 

ori~inal mss. of · ark. Sinaitic rn ! and two earlier mss. do not have 

i . (~uot Sch dt, p. 3q3) 2) Physical scienc de death. Such a thin 

wou d stultify science. 

v. eachinP, - Jewish. ~ermon on the cunt. Jesu a lo al Jew. 

l) a no op oqed to law. "Think no that I am com to e t " he law, of 

t e p ophets. estr v u to fulfi 1. ~or. erily I say 

unto you, till he ven and earth pass, one Jo or one tittle shall in no 

w is pas fr m h law, ti 11 a 11 e f u 1 ft 1 Jed" • tt. .1. . att. 23.3: 

"All therefo e whatso er hey bid y u o serve, that observe and do". 

2) His mi ion to Jews - "l am not ent ut unto the lo t heep of the 



7 

into 
h tse of I rae ". "r.o N not in o he wa" of the ent i les, and X Kl!f 

an city of the camaritans enter ve not, hut o rath r to the lost heep 

of the house of Israel." 3) T)id not claim that he was e siah or divine. 

1. "'h callest thou me d tood, th r is none ~ood sa e {ff one, that is 

Jod". 2. Tau~ht men to pray to God. 3. new of only one way of remission 

of sin i.e. by penitence and prayer. 4. For ade disciples to call him 

, esslah. 5. If he thou the was Messiah it was in human ense. 6. ever 

c med to be the physical son of God. 

I. ~hortcomi s of Je us. 1) 'as unmanried. 2) ithout proper­

ty. Hated wealth. Coul not be our uide in complete sense. 3) o prac-

tical selp fo life. 4) oo musch MX~~MX)()!IM en•rossed in coming cata -

trophe to thin'< of social duties, rela ions, etc. 

'II. '.Jas rea t man, Je,.1 amon Jews one of the a laxy of great 

spirits of Isra 1 who ou~ht men n ar t r,od. 



ANNOUNCING 
A erie of Lee ore o '' u ai m an Other aith ,'' at the 

off Street Te pie, begin ing 

FR D Y E I G, JA UARY ,2'61th, 1917, at 7:45 o·'clock. 

Jan. 26 The Jewi1sh View of J ,e u . 
e -. 2 an Chri tianity - Judai m? Juda1 man 

Chri tianity compared,., 
F b. 9 J ism and Christian Sdenc . re t y m 

patibl ? 
Feb. 6 J __ ,..,. ... 1.:J'.l,ILL nd , thic Cul ur . 

o an our f le are c rdiall lco 

Rabbi A. H. IL VER. 
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