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Democracy and food riot 

February 23, 1917 

q 
I 0 

If one wee to read this in a erman newspaper, one could per

haps understand. Ifl ~ne were to read it in a new paper of any belli erant 

nation one could perhaps un<lersatnd. he nations are at war. Rlockad s 

and submarines have interfered with the importation of foodstuffs. Money 

is scarce. Hence privation and sbarvation. ut when one read it in a K 

newspaper of the richest city in the MUI~ richest country enjoyin~ the 

richest period of prosperity, one i appalled. e hav heard distant rum-

blin~s of food riots in ~erman){ and ustrian and Pusc;ian towns but we had 

to wait until this last we P.k for the real surpri e of the war - Food riots 

in the cl ty of New ork. 

I. Of course we KKW rea ize that this condition is abnormal nd 

very temporary. e know its causes - spe u ation and ~eat r consump-

tion, failure of cro s . That these riots are really 

not serious, that n rrnal conditions will be res ored u these sad af-

fairs cast a stron~ li ht upon two st tlin~ 

mocracy. 

II. In qualit of distribution. 

shortcomin _s of ou de-

eastly wealth and beastly 

poverty. The extrem s which threaten soci ty. u in normal times vast 

hosts live on th ver ,e of starva ion. Durin , times of depres ion, vast 

hordes are literally starvin. Ourin~ pro~perity wa es are hi her ut 

price are raised out of proportion. I read where the dollar thi year 

has the purchasin~ poi r of 14 cents two years a o. Jro~perity enefits 

the wealthy out o f propo tion to the workin man. The trore prosperity 

the rater th~ ~p etween capit 1 and labor. Fo capital has opportu-

nity o accumu ate. -" or rru t pend o et hi~h co t of livln~. ow wt 

hold that bi• is incon isten with dem crady. mocrac ans not only 
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political equality of opportunity but also economic equality of oppor

tunit and that to starve under a democracy is no mor ~lorious than 

under a monarchy. Profit sharin~ shemes or ~overnmenb regulation for 

industry today is vast and impersonal and government must supply the 

medium-personal between worker and impersonal corpopation. 

III. ut by fat the ~reates t weakness is the inefficiency of 

democracy in handlin~ difficult problems. Its cumhersomeness and lack of 

vision. It must wait for riots to set i working. ow riots are pro-

ductive of evils ~reater than their immediate evils. They teach men to 

disre~ard laws, to depend on force, to make reason su ject to pas ion. 

Where there are lots democracy has failed for that was also the failure 

of monarchy. It d"d not respond r P,dily to popular needs. It was not a 

harometer re~isterin the people's will. Hence democracy supplanted it. 

~ut democracy~ when it is not sensitive to popular movements. 

The tra~edy of democracy has been that it waits for a ca&astrophe to act: 

in fact that has been the tra~edy of human nature. It has to be oaded 

by experience instead of hein~ ur~ed by thoughtfulness. Fire, d sease, 

(pure water) especially war. So in democracy. All our le~islation has H 

been curative, remedial, not preventi~e, anticipatin•. In medicine the 

new tendeo~y is to emphasize prevention, rather than cure. In social 

sci~nce too. We should not wait for delinquents but X~ pr vent them from 

becomin delinquent, no wait for wrecks but prevent them by chartin~ ~he 

sea of life for them and by pilotin ~ th m safely throu h. In our Jd,itical 

life too the future work must lie in the dir ctin~, anticipatin le isla 

tion. ow the present condition will resu tin le islation. National 

food control, emhar•o anrl laws a ainst specu ition. 

wait for riots!. 

hy did we hav to 

've mu t study the fundamental social or anization, of 4ist~ibu-
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tion, of social control. That's ef r iciency. We must no bun ~le into 

truth ut find it. Our commis ions are a joke. Thy ar created in 

time of stres~, of opu ar clamor and work under dif~iculties in an 

atmo~phere har•ed with pas ion ann heir findin~s are dul no ed and 

buried form lly in th t vat burial ~round - he Con~r s ·o nal c rd. 

If a little of th t po k ap ropriated for the wold he set 

aside fo c0Tm1!$ions on inve ti ation a ood de a l pf sufferi ~ etc. 

would he prevented. 'e need social ~~,~MXXX MK preparedness, in ustrial 

pre~aredness. Safe 0 uardin~ health and the ~tandard fo livi of 

citizens. 
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