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2/11/64 

How t o l i ve • , J 19 7 

In r.is cussin • he roblem of 3s.inila in 1, st week~ cn~eavored o 

rin home to , ou ,his hou ;-h which o me is that 

asvimil tion cnn orofi nei +he • he Jew f nor hum2nity . I 

believe h· :1.t J hcive ~~ impn.,s d uoon /our minn , wi h srMe eeree 

of 0ersu2s ~ veness , the tou ,ht that the Jew can cont ribu .e nothin ~ cl 1 -

turall~- or reli ·iousl: b r destro 'ing his i en it [ n b, mer _,in ., with 

the peoples about him . I said th· . tr Je'l,c ca bel efi , humanity r.iost 

by r .t inin his own :)erson· lit , by c.nrichin,~ n0 bea tif i 
O 

th 

content of his own li f e . 

If thi s contenti on is true , th proble U en aris s , hon best 

C c. n the Jew enrich and inte i_ he content of ris - 1· f ? le . 

lem then c:!rises, ho-w to live so that his lif..., n a.r be r e s . lendent with 

rob -

becutiful ~otives n noble aspirations. For you wi 11 c: eree w j h me , 

m r f riends , th it is wori h whilE~ tf) live onl r in so f ar as we 1 i ve 

ri i ~,htil y an beauti ull/ , thn life is wor··hless if it ·s fl~ , if 

i is conventional in th~ nr1rrowest f; ense , if .:.. t is rrte1 el r formal , if it 

h s no noble aspir~tions redeem · ts mono o~· , if i 15 othin• bu 

mer~lr Pccept·nce . That ~rpe of l ife , ev n I WO 1 not a oca e 

fr the Jew . r le~s ihe Jew c n l~ve 1 • fe ha is full an 1 • orious , 

he hcJ better cease to 1 ve . How to . live , ,,n~ more rrti cul·.rl· how 

he J 1cricar Jew shoulrl lj v , for our int r mc.. inl c ntm·ed 

1pon orr own im e ia e pr ob c s , first of 11 w r ee c. an hm ric an J i~m . 

1Je h•ve no , c et , volved an /Jmeric n udaism . \ e h · ve ' r es of .. 

JurlP.is in c.:rica , both in 

of meric , bo h ransnl·nt 

e se forei·n t .he cpir:t , o he ' oi l 

here , both , not a ye , a jus ed ,o th 

e have· u ism which is · product of 

e st rn urope nn w h v . n »n Jud i::,m which j s a pro uct of w~ t rn 



Eurooe . e call the one ~rthocox Ju 'aism and he: othar ~ Lfor • Judais , 

both a rE:: the precipi tat s of con itions and influ nc.:es pcc;uli, . .r o tho E. 

~ect ions of - urope , :.rd both ctre not con~ ni. 1 in - larce m a ure , • o ~he 

oiri 1, ;:ind lifE. of \me ·ic . In a sense Ju4 ai is un:vers~l . mhe 

funda en ·•l princ · oles of Jud2.isn c:re s ubject ejther to ti 1e nor 1 ce , 

the• ,re et rnal . u orinci les must h·ve 
~ 

1 inr•iolec, must ernboci"{· . emsel~cs in so~e c ncrete exoressio . J woulrl 

2 

sP. r somE- cor';)'tfi:A, lit~ , before he e, -c s of m, n can sec nd i is in his 

cornoreal ex rE: ssion of 1 hcse r~nciol" s that lr-calj ies an ti ies iMorcss 

+ e selves • . he prjci pl-s of Ju~~ism receive a peculi r i ,orint , as ~Mo , 

a rr1ark , 1:old , s he , o, ss rom one l .J.nd to • .10 her and f rom o e ag ,o 

c no ,her ao ht~ thofe of ·ou who h ve trc: ced the histor , m for 

2 , OOO "·ears will see how , in .. -b; lon::..c1 , 1or 

stress was l·id on o ~ ph e of Ju 1aism, th 

example , a p culi r 

e · in /lex­, 

anrlriu , th 0 re t cul ron of .h· e ' i rr n,a - ----------

Whenever philo ophj c l . over.1enj s, whenever cul turr 1 mo, ements 

met • nd clDshe , a . eculi· r roe () 
<,, L 

Judais WcJ.S evolved , und • the ------

in ~rmn y -------- un~er the influence of h li1ancioa ion, a oeculicr~· 

broad univers 1 hunani • ri n Judaism v12s vol v • ~n in Pol, nc and 

e f orcE o ,nf· ,or blc circum , nee . eculi;Jrly le •&1 -

i a+ic Judaisrri , str .; gh - J ced in :i re sis l e ss discipline w s ... ve~e • 

Ju aism , my fr:i ends , .lwa rs ----- - - to Jnvironr1 nt , it lwa, s a ~ otc:d 

it self o e i .in > ci cunst ances , and h·t perh~ sis the secrLt of its 

vi ·.li • 

Ju aism was ev r • f rl to ; s~imilatc part of cultures ~nd 

j eas of he neool e c.bou . . ih , bu in so ·s-i ~•tin· the~ ----------~, ~ 

to i s own t::culir r interpretation . It c e - ev:.}llua cd t he cul ure nd 

civilieatinn about it . Jou 1 sa, t rthodox Juda· ~m it is oda , 

is a ror·uct of he l if of he Jew in • ste_ n ..... nnop du:rin th last 

two o hre hundred :e 1·s , c nd . fo me Jud ism s i i tod~ is the 



3 

pro uct f th8 life o"' the Jew in wes e n .,uro e , • n he both of t} ese 

nre , n sense , forei ·n to hes irit , lif an n ds of erj ca , that 

you "'nd J must c vel ve an Am icnn Jud aism, somt::thin , to respon ,o our 

own im 1e i hte nee s . ur Judais mus no lonuer be • n ec ho o • 1 • fe 

bror 1, it must be s~ ethin which snrin·s fr he v ry 

soil of merican life . J hol that both •J t .ern -nd a t Jrn Jun ism , so 

called nrthodox and formed Jud· i sr1 , are ro ts of t.he ·olus and he 

exile an ' ther forJ fnrt-i·n to th s ♦-ri 
r ric· . Jow I sh 1 k 

0 .! 
spe 

frc nkl .. < n h ne s 1. · bou wh&t to -ie ·ppc rs he tru h , )ecaus 0 - be-

lieve h Ju aism is '" rong enou h o f a ce ·he ru h . I aeli •✓e th· 

rt o ox Ju'?jsm anrl reforned Ju~·ism s we hcvc i 

nrorlue s of he olus , of ,he exile . ow ht; Je T h s contribu,e ,h wor 

" rolus'' to C vocc bul· y of he worl • T~i ~rall: i ,ans ex:·1e , ..,T)j rit-

uc1ll i me ans mor h·n h·t . •Jhen 0 l e .:.k ot' H it th. • DiXX 

h;. ve jn min nersecu inn, ex·le , e c . e ple 5p k of i he think 

of he ex ul5i n o ... .h J w ... m C ct -- 1196 -'XP !3i0 0 ht; 

Jewre rom Por ugal . ·he peopl sp k 
. " olus ,h· • h ve in min--! ~ he 

0 

i nquisi +ion, etc . Th n p o le spe k of the {,Ol C 

.., ' the.: have in 

m'nrl rio C" bloodsh ghetto walls . ~'h t i r 11 th'=sc r 

..., ' , • 

harrowin ~ exu r · enc of ,h ph, ical golus bu 0 me hey do no , 

re r e sent he gh· •tline ~s , he r aged of the rolus . he Teat tr ,dy , 

of h~ golus i no foun in h. ph ical oer~ecutirn bu r ther in 

,heir spiri ual · n P./ sical r actions upon the life nd he oul and h 

outlook of h J ws . he a- st i r ged, of ,he ,o u , I seeit , a 

b foun first of ·11 , in inc rceratin he gre , wj e chan in 1orld , 

he sw er1ing of + he spirit o Judai m in o the bed of form 1 • sm nd re 1 -

ism . sin confint in, h ,rea s iri of he Jew, ind nin• it , 

in s ifl :i n it, . "'h ,r a 

~ 

of ,he olus i in this apothsis of 

he 1 r ov r ,he n:i.ri , h law ovt:r life in h& attitud of -------



}_ 

to look upon -----------. h trD red. of h golus is in brenkin · , in 

a sense , th fine E- piri t of )rophc ic Ju(1 .... ism , • n hen • I: in ,,nother 

ph fle of he 0 he ~olus rn, be .:·ound in thi. frenzi , 

feverish , uncou h --------- of he Jew this ab ormal life of hin, this 

re ovin • him fro .he . ·e nl nc ucli j . s of---------. 11 this intense , in -

re 1 mystici ·m th" swe s over f cti--ns of our eople a v rious imE::s 

a 1. he re ... t cst r ·e'"'~r of he ·ol s cy be found in ht.,; 

breckin of th backbon o 

self r igni t. , thu 1·t., 1 trag 

hL Jt,1,1 , in the loss of elf respect , nd 

of the golus , ocrh ps • ~ b ound in 

this • tti tu e of c ingin,. , fawnin rr , and cm j n: favor in 4-he dcscen • -

n s of . ac ;abbus . ':'h _r ·at st tr, ged r of h_ 6olus , icn and wor n , is 

not the .., 1:. llo\c ba but the ellou streal· . it behin on of hos 

----------- 1ho crin e oci'Ol'tj the powers hat b strip his hici n 

.1 ou will f j nr i 1 l • s oul • /ellm bar ,e which nei ,h r i nor 

wash cle • .'h. tr ~ ed. f h :lo s is f nun i n the 

in+.ellectu 1 and p: ri u?l • ke - p of he Jew . :. ow hold i h a b h 

' estern Juc1aism nnrl • ac:- r n Ju a· sm • re in • ense nro 1u of this 

golus snirit · nd bec~usc oft at the c.nno h ilip us much in our 

pr lems her ~ in m ic . ast rn Ju ism, hrou.,h hundr s f r rs of 

persecu inn , h,~s b co e n~rrowed , ht.s los i ,s visi n . I h s los c n­

tac w~ h h >i • moverr1 nts rd ,reat iti als of the world , it~ soul is 

s c ped deep in c remoniEl\, ii eli ·j ous disc· nlin • Its int ests e 

sole he interes s of he J witjh roup wh • ch has lost .he outlook and 

vision of pro he ic Judaism < n~ reformed Jur ism h< s los . in ~ lur "e 

as ·e ,h s n • o r up lo· lt , +he ens of self identjty . ~ne hun -

rlred e rs c o , the J ws in ~ rm· . were comp 11 c to oui·chr s thl,ir 

~. m cip· ion . P • lE said unto ob lik us , 1h don ' t 

.. ,OU i u rou pecu i < r m .. rm rs • n customs and b lik n us in 

uve hing". nd the J rn r oec:c~ed o iv u , un il Jue aism 
> 



wns stripped , stripped , strj •Jpcd --- a n not hj n , was 11-ft , but a group of 

religious abstrPcti ons , of moral tilati tudfos which can never s c::.tisf, the 

hiGher soul of man or woman . ::ow I a111 not cri ticizi r; hem . It i o 

of ------- c2vil , I am inter stcd in the perpc.tua-Lion of Jud?ism . J 

dar e f ce the truth as I see it . ~'he people 100 years , o iICre br · ve 

coura eous souls , i1ho sens .d he spirit of the time and responded o it . 

'l'hey Llpok sit was ·iven in them to speak, rnci the.,r h u ht that ,hey 

uoulc sav c1 nd o rpetu .te Judais 'Tl b 7 th~ means the • ,~ opte but other 

times h · ve cornt' and a new sniri, j s nbroad in he: worlc . _n merica 

t orJ~y , neither he narrow, clbnfincd Jurr1ism -------- pal . , fl , 1ilu ed 

c' mocrac r, othin ; th;, h::..n \. r s he r r velopment of each individu· 1 c n 

reriain , no hinr: but wh t is purcl' .MI an· essen i .lly humanitarian c;:in 

remain, • nd orthorlox Ju 'aism .hrit. or:·e ches ------------ has o place 

jn Am ric n life . Judaism mu' 1 r ~;~i n its sin. Ju aim mus ( appr e -

ciat _,) -'-Jhe great spirit f ~.sr el . It mus not bt n-Trow, it must 10t 

remain oriental, it mut> b-, bi, , vii th h bi -->ne c~ of j er ica life , it 

must be broad with he bro d visi n of .merican life . I am not a voe a j ng 

a --------- of ha can ht.. lp us ow arc a bet+ er , a fini.:r , a 

nrnr c. effE..ci ,ve life . i .. 11 i n ... i ut i n~ --------- etc . are not b hem-

selves v·lueless , the re v· lu·bl to us o lr j n so far ·s ,he, c:n hel ) 

us so that we nust subject hem ell to th acid test of usefulness but 

not to the stupirl tests o r ationalism. Jou must no ro ch wj h h 

------- '11in i ( ccordin ;l •. u mu task of hese jnstituti ns 

11 Cen ,rou hel p rr:e , can rou Dmkc o hom , fin r placL? an ou r.iak. of 

r cervices in the s~· aGr. , e some h::..ns bett -r , c· n you helo ' c ? f c:, 

~ ! rill hug ,h~r.i clnst. io ,. bo·om . 11 be an echo 

of snci,~l lift- , for j o h rwise is ead • nn mus b thrown off-- so 

that A CJ ricnn Ju aisrt , : sa 1 must _ir st of all be bro·d in its sco L , 



i n j s ision , but i ust b· Jewish . L, st wc~k _ c-poke ---- 1i h a vi w 

of r ,t j ni rrn a sm cif. cally Jc1,( sh cul ure 's a help to Jmeric· n li 

mh t hou~ht to me is ui in 0ne . ·c must no· b afr~j 

e ·icr·nism ill ecre::ise as ur Jur.aism i creases . ha, w· s round -

les~ fe r ha imc h ~ 'issol d . ur ·ne ican ci tizenshj_p will incr eas 

and grow in USl:ful n •ss , s ur Am ~- can JuriaiGm b .com s mor re<'11 , r10re 

elling in our li vc:s . 1,Je must h,1v~., <' J u a ism ,al v:tnized , rec1l, power ­

ful , not som thin, . ale , col orl s , rJry , formal . American Judc.i~:m will 

be wi,1e in its s o )e but intense : nd r .• ch in its conte • will b 

a t n..., nll of its mm having the ost of , ester ... urone a d the be t of 

_.,ast rn uro >e but hav::..ne; somethine; which is oec liarl :· its O\Jn . ow • hen 

if such ~ Ju ~ism is esira le , what Xt"'tJ he rns +ob Uuecl in ~t.J.cinin~ 
l . 

it? Te h:.v four a;necics in our li e h!") .., ecome ooer tive . e have C: 

the s •n~r,o ue , w• h·vc 1 he sch 01, w h ve the h , 11 we h·ve he 

C U'1i t r • hese four e:1ci ~ ~ 11 m or ak m r .:_., r:tn Ju , 1 is , be -

CcUSe rican Ju iEm , ·emcmber fr: ery•s , is n exp rimen :md nothin 

else . .l is not a c .r ain . . e arc not c-ur e 1e will sue cet:: . 

OU 'nrl uill make of ·he cxDe::riment u i her c f a:lur or· succe s . 

-oynago -ue MUS be a ,al a nized , vi liz d --------. ,.,h s.,,n .u 

Xj n reali t. beco c a u i ·i n; force in the conunu.li "'. o_ c:r el. It 

must not be xcl.usi ve , o it nus, c,tand J.·or some eculim thin sol ly . 

J t ust b -rea c- orE haou&e X of spiritu 1 ener • ,..he na-

mu t ll'O\J----------0 •e ' ve r mo vment in Jcwj h life . I 

he 

us be j n h soli m· sc:. of ol of he meora outof which will r ach th 

br,nch s--------- '"he synagr: ,u must in e ruth b c e------------. 

; u~t i s sco :, nd include eve . p· l ~e o J wish life . Per -

hap a some fu ure irnf~ 

visi n of the s nr o:u 

shall e k ~r ha+ ore i e ail . Bu he 

s a hou·e o ,ah rinf ,ppe· s to nos • I 

6 

• 
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is he eat wond(.;r of Israel h·t hes nago ue stands for --- firs 

m+- the hous of g hGrin hat our :... n;-t o UE.; mus bee om~ and hen 

the s chools • --------. Why , d'd / OU ever sto·) to hink , ny frienrls , 

how anpal\. nf thr- ignor ance of tho Jewish laity har become ? fold , the 

Jews were people --- ---- of the b ok , of ol the Ju·ish l·ymen ws in-

ellectu lly the equal of tho Jewish minister , her bbi was onl the 

firs , c1r10ncr eq 1al s , the entire community was in close touuh with the law, 

learninp: • nd literature of he Jew, bu we h· vc omehowm through nc lect 

perha s , brough vb ut " ~ener~ tirn thc1t is tr gica.ll r unin.formel· , ig­

norant of ,hings Jei ish , of actu~ll informa ·i 0n, of knowl ~dgo . I is ap-

palling. •ow, of course , ~ m n crn be 

Jew just as much as an Ame jean c·n be, 

·ood Jew without being en er li,hte ed 

oorl uneric·m without l: owin
0 

the 

life , langu· ge , liter· ur ... nrl hj s o of ' erica but how 111 ch c • n he 

cnntribu e to thE:: grow h f A erican inst· tt.tions an,., how much c·n th 

Jei , who i4oes not kno the f hia peopl~ , who oes 

not Jr ow it 1 . .(' . t 
J .1.l, , J. ~ ------- j s m~vum ts , how much c;-n he ~on-

ribu e to ·h8 future ·rowth nd X evclo n of Ju aism . gnora ce 

~us be---------- from J_ ish runks . ... ,fo m Jurlaism oes no pell 

unle, ,er d Jun j ·r.1 . P forr11 Ju .:.sm rlo-s :-10+ sp 11 i nor· n Ju is'll . he 

.:·ounrlers of e orm Ju .:-ism w re m n of le<- rn; 1 · , who apnreci te so 

her win eform 

Ju aism a • b olute flt_; d and neces.>it' for the preservation of th fu ur 

f ith of th peo 1 . duc·tion o he chil ren . In th ci of ·eu York 

ode!~ , th re :_ re 150, 000 J wish chilrlre who receive ctu 11 no 1Jewjsh 

ectucat;on . 1,0, 000 of hem and we hfv ot ---- - w have not ------. 

1 suppo e in hi· i to ·rom .. f'.i..rs 
- l 

h· s y ------- of hin ~s , 

er e .r , 00 o 6 , 000 , who r c ive absolu c l no J,J ti.sh UC in . 'ow 

OU lnc: o r,ise c1 erira ion ---------- c j ,nor nt Je\. will b e a 
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Jtnr , perhaps out of habit or t ru.di ti n , or no Jm a all . o man ~an 

b~come en husias : cover it , unless he knows h soul of it . J'ucation , 

the school( hat fact must be revitclized and p rh·ps t.he ho some -
\ which 

wha too , the home , was the cit~del of Juriaism in the past , a 

home whcr he chil r £cei~ed thor-.:e influences which re,.., aine with him 

thr0u~hou his life . 'Then e child is .; n that l a stic X! star 

. 0ur hor1es h· ve b·,c me so terribly prosaj c . Je each our children 

in th schools to p :- deference to th sabb th or hol,r ay [n<i when th y 

~01e home iher find no such rlefercnc~ p id . ~he hoem clo~s no , co- ooeratc 

wi h the ·chool . rou ro L1 ot help us in -'-he work - ----- a 1..:..t le moi'e 

-t 
Jewish lii'e , a lj tle rr1ore of the aro na and pcetry of Jewish life in he 

hom an 1 stl , the corr wLj ty - ----- we have-------- h s nse of 

co unity life . }cli·ion moralitr-------- is an outgrowth of ·roup 

lj_fe . ------ down which ,he i £,,htv uat\:::rs our • nd tn 'urn the whe e. ls 

8 

----- but the mi hty waters come from e ~r: ocean or social experi ce 

of c :,r u: al life , re mu t preserve our ·o unit.: 1-" fe throu ,h n wsp< p r , 

rigazincs, liter ur, clubs, etc ., so.th·. ,he ,oun ~ rYnvill find h·t 

he is i~en ified i h "' ,he f re at group, a va t umber of----- ---- -

I ri on 1 ant o leave he tho~ h wi h ., ou hat Ju ~aisr1 in 

P.n ri.ca h(; s been heedlessl.. negli -..m of he eoplc . 

wh n ~· ou st o to consi er th· t ::.n the; .... p ce nf f j ft 

e havt:! one !"'luch 

e;;rs ------

I believe h c:: t the hings which WE. h,.ve 3 .,hieve re wonder ful be ·on 

cm .:re , bu he are no e nou ·h . •Je ve a won er ful ro r· of ork 

:1"1ead of us . < wo derful 

~ 
1-re need eve ,. lo ~l Jew and J t:wss to help u • e need ;you all , 11 n rn' 

women , ./nun; dnd ol rl . "'he promise ico won erful . /,meric· Jur t isn faces 

he mos wonderful Lhhse of its history . I believe that wi· hin 100 

ars - - ---- -- that m ric n Ju«4 aism will b . he i in st typ · o Judaism . 

--- ------ - - er, makin _. for hu e olcen ypE. of Ju aism . Th. pro:ni es ere 

won erful . he --- ar8 eat . ~nan worn n let s Yet o iork . 
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