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IC T3Dtt 

It was Osco. , il e, I baliove, o aaid th t "A c *mic i one 

o "now the ric o .avJ yt 1 • ng an tho value of nona • I I 

10 re as a to e f n a mat aliat I ould aay t1 ta material_3t 

ia ono tho o-,. th origin of eve thins and th , rth o none . 

th the o ing o! Da 1in, our mental at itu e un. or-, nt a ra ical 

tran f ormaJ.ion. e be nn to sub'3ct t1e uman heno enu: to tihe 

doctrine of evol tion . Economics, Sociology, Politic , Religion, 

av r h n alue rs no long r look du on as somot ing tic 

tnat 

.. ic 

, be stud.i 

ust be.s i.u i 

a_ ,rze lo~· ca. l , but as aor ot in-; yn 

i -',.;orical Y• a oc;a .. to s u .... y evo-ution 

of thi ~ rather t nth ir con titut~on, 1e bocan no longer to 

ef.:.n ings b h9ir attri.bu ao, but to ex.lain th~ b t air 

C 

nte e·.ents, in a or , e nn to s3a.rch for ·10 orir;in O- l 

moral or spiritual values, just s th n 0 avolution st out 

in qu~st o 

me of uo ara un rop- rod or o 

eci ch g, somo o us 7 re ompellod to accopt the doctr:n 

0 volut.:.on, becaus o it loGioa.J. potonc, oc u o its appeal 

to our intellect n ome ve a aotua.J. thro int 

i .., "hie .. no.• atten 

• 1 S S e i titution, it lo 1 oart 'I 0 ; in, r Y le us. 

en 0 gan tor iz t o.t n rran no~ create perf oct in on0 d 

t a s om id no spr nu ull- ~r04'!1 _ro I., ::) bro ·1 of Dune, tha.t 

Religion f no r voal • in all the glor 0 erfoction, en aome 

Y, 

noun ain he • en • beg o reaJ._z ha.t . t. i .. orfact 

pro uct o many ge , trugglin~ or erf ction, •rhen 110 a~an to 

percei ,e t. a ur much- g or ft r all , t 0 cru , 

n coloro t 0 y nrs , l n ur reli i on 10re, 

t)r 1 , h , roun :,a: r 0 E e t ·~( ., ) ore th • ere 

JO 



• 

• 
:fJ:2 

in the crystal ri ers of truth, then some o us ·:1 re hurled from t h 

heights of ent husia m to the depth of e_spa-~*******groping in the 

gloom~r epths of hi tor , to fin -... the lowest st rat o things******* 

111th the ric(l soil of human possibiliti s, that st ratum t ich ia .. e c d 

with the flo·.vors o r re personali i en an.... arm d t sun of 1 ill 

highe r vis:ons, ; e b 3c e mate rialists, o 1ing tho or gin of 

bu the ~ort of none. or some o us escap t his great 

bomb, where anni ave*******:~*·:· : some of us got a glimpoe o. t e greater 

trut. The lord_y Hu son rolling in ito mn·ost down to t 1e sea, was 

no less stirring becauso B1 its origin as a little stre in the 

A irondac s*:ic~ • -♦=:~·>-=** :-:·::: ****the ineffable glory of a Beethoven s ... ony 
01.., .. l L , 

is not at all *~:::**>.<*by t he fact t :· at t he muoi J 1 oul o an ka f :r,.,t 

found ax preas 'on in some wil eating of the t om-t om, an religious 

as ir tion are no les re o.l, no les truo , no l a'->s t al today, be cause 

fonoot , t he s smne a '-> i a io ·zs, in a:rs gone b express d h n . l ·r s 

in cnvo ri t es,a:xri c9reI!10nie3 and sup rsti ions a like h man 

t not ba vru.ued by thoir origin but by 

their pre ont worth and utility. The htmllln institution, once eatabliahed, 

is absolutely in ependent of t he source v ich gave it 11 e. We must 

gauge the value of our _n tit1t· o1 s by t oir f nc ionin~ abilit, by 

h ir o,•rer to enri c and ennoblo our pre nt ay li an no t by its 

origin or 1 ■1n it ou r ce. 

bear n 0 u on the subject o 

of this grant r. 

o th tis t remon· ous t t 11 an it as 

ukah and upon th subject perhaps,alao 

!he festiftls of I rul1 aom y nrs ago, ere sub­

je ct d to a most devastating criticism. The s}lrae great fa tivals 
• 

of Israel, P sover, Chanukah and Succoth, e re foun to have been 

originally nature fe3tiv s, comnon to all a,ericultural peoples**** '* 
{ 

the pring erio of early harvoot an of the lat r h rvest. 

They hn nothine o th la r oi ificance ii h rr. 1 ch Iorn l n o • e 

, 



• 
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ilaem;zia1s1len and therafora, ·it va sai t he e festivals, because 

of their lowly origin, ha e no longer any appo to us. They should be 

abolished. O\V ·-ne celebrate***** '******: ****** ~e ::* festival , not for 

t oir prima. meani ~ but !or the~r present igni ~cance. row .anukah 

, s so ma e the butt of t is st erficial ti e of critici • Chanukah 

as origin ly the c lebrntion o the J·nter:ile******common arnon~ all u 

early peoples. Chanuk perhai,•, by a different name, ~as celebrated 

long before the victory of the accabees an lights were kin le to urge 

t he sun tor t urn on it course. The ictor of the accabees, rha 

ook lace at the s erio of the oar an ulti ate_y t his cele ra ion 

cro o the nat ural cele rt on out and anul" c e to me purely 

he , icto • of the accQb a an soma sai that b c uoe of its lo ly 

origin, it has no i ifica 1oe for us toda , 1-t Chanu :ah has am aning, 

irres ective o ito ori in. anukah a 3 to .ou nd me, som3thing so 

uprer:ll.y beautif11l that it ap als to us r t .1an an other f 3Stival 

of the ear. n var anukah comas ar0und1 t he J ~ fe 3ls some a ded 

ignit ,arbqu:ttia a ri a, a glory, ho becOI!l.es conscious of the gr¥at 

h rit e which i hi. It has m ant to f stival of lieht ani tho 

fas iv of fr om. anukah is called the featival of light•1 it 

shoul be call d tha festival o! li . t. Ha.vo ou ever atopped to think 

hor r ligiousl fon~ Je nt all tines ru1 of light, li ht, light. 

he first cry of creation s "Lt there ba li t"• One of the most 

te r rible afflictions thut the Jewish in could conaeive of* ***** ** 

*** "Lat th re b arknJ sin t .e 1 d of 

of the sinn r as that his light shoul 

t", an th puhishment 

e put out.and t er 3ar of 

the righteou is t nt is light shoul be upon hi m.. Iarael ma is 

rged to"llal1c in th lie t of the Lord." "The Lor i m, llg'bt 1ays 

the peal.mist. "!n t light shall bo aeon light"' and the ople that 

made o its soul, the welling place of light could not be content 



to hide its light umler a buahel so th t the prophet se t e glorious 

ay of the !essiah en arknes3 shall cover"'*~*****but the light 

of the Lord shall be upon them d the nations hall como to thy 

~ight and king to the brightness of thy"********t at as the assion1 

the s irltual obsession of the JaJs. Tho fntival of li t al~nys 

reoind**··** **of this supreme mission of our people ****the torch 

bearers, the 11 ht bring rs o! the world. I rael has hated, with 

all the hatrod o its thous d year old suffering, all bigo*ry nn 

enmity. everything that beclo g the bright rays of the son. I1rael 

cries !or light 1an Israel, though a little crus of oil, outli ei 

he ni :::h of Eternity, even a th little crune of oil t hat a .. :found 

in the Tem l an ,hich gave rooiso of bur inr; but on a 1 burne 

it ever-·urnin3 splenlor, th e ht a., • 1t is 

f stival o 

that ax i 

ligh u t it 1 Jl,o re so f 

o! h .f sti 

i o fre om, freedom-

the key-note of Ch 

brave men, it breath .. o ! the 

ukah. It breath•of t e spirit of 

1 r1 t of men who are to .tia li nd 

ie for their faith, thoir fr edom, t eir independence, of the strength 

of the minority never to aubmi t to overlrhelming o ds. he festival of 

Chanu ah br the a nothing o that humi , annerrnting spirit which is 

o common ong men and roaon of our poople today, it br athea nothing 

of the trackling, raving, self-analytical spirit of our people toda. 

Chanukah is ess nti lly the f t'val of free mon, on of pride an 

di nity of their po•o s ion, men of might an of conviction an be ~auso 

of that, hov much ~in is the spirit of Ohanuknh tot a irit of 1776. 

It ~a the s me stru~gle, the trugGla of a han :ful of men to pre-serve 

th moolve, h ir life, th ir indepan once, their oul sit were and 

ho much i the spirit of the accabees akin to the spirit o! 1917. It 

i the same truggle, my frion s, tho struggle of the acab ea s t h 

tru gle of Judai gain t PaGanism and th t gle of to ay, in is 

eepmo t truth, is the e i onti~nl ae -old oat et r tru gle 
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• 

of Ju aism an Pagani , the issu involve in this struggle ar 

essentially Jeri~, they are certainl not Christian, but the struggle to 

u *************the secon gre t truth, :L.,h Isr el evol'/9 out of it 

soul an it life, that t t Jt at a ~at~on, sin ividual, ar not 

nm laws unto tha~sel es, that nations are not exalted ab.-ve the 

***** • *')<*moral ambition, that the same moral *** "**that hol s goo 

b t en man and man , must hold goo bet~ean nation and nation, that 

ri hteousnes~ and righteousness alone, exalteth a nation, no; wealth, 

r~t prosperity, not territorial conque t , but righteousness, even a 

r.:ghteouanass exalt th a man, so righteousness exalteth a nation, and 

t _s, I ta it, stripp o all its super-imposed motive, this I 

ta e it , is the b -roe o thi 1ar. all thore emer~a out o thi 

struggle********* that nntions rlll submit the elves unt o thi la 
a 

or hall we e erge out o! t is st ggle in t2la verita la t• of 

in 13rna.tional aarchy? I sa•r "'" at this i s ., ruggle of unbri led 

P gani *** *:: *an the in ' en1a ional moral plic tions of Ju ai 

***so ha. thi ar, my fri n 3, hen looko upon from th po'nt of 

vi of i sour ce ni it origin, is the most terr'ble, the mot depress-

ing o all ar • ith an e e to 1ts ource, this war 1 the mo t tragic 

of a-1 ~rs , - o fs rin~ of an unscrupulous, cynic&+, gre~d-maddened 

civilization, concoive in sin an begotten of hate, an· lu tan envy, 

thi ar loo like t e most grewoome 1 terri lo of tr edies, it appears 

as though humanity ,ere imnolatin itsolf u on th altar o a Go w o has 

long sin :; 

hi noe l 

i • Ho bli , o··r sb,l0 b tal, ho1•r tu i 1 t all appe r , 

illin: of preoious bloo, t. • o truc ' ion of countl a 

oung lives, thi p 11 of sorrow that haa t tl lie ni to r the 

orl , hi 3t of glorioua en rgy -- ho •r b ind, how brutal, ho~ tu 

it all so .. , wh n ju g b, the cau a, the o i cin, the ource of thi 

•truggle, but hen look upon rom ita r s nt implications, its no 

moti , it ne~ con aeration, th n ,, ooul hich humani y has gi en to 
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to the s:rugglo, it appanrs as the necess y an inevit ble rel ie 

to t e ~reat u anu cah, the craa.1. •. or d re- tion, hen the ar 

·,as but the n ces..,ary truggle to c rus 1 the S rian ho ts o- rkne s 

efora the templ of humnnit co·li bo r ica , bo ora t .. o alt rs 

rich hn boon efile , ofore the halls of the tern le that h be n 

tainted by the pollution o se_fi hness coul be cl anse, efor the 

light that ha oen quenched an darkened in the hall of humanity 

coul be re-kindled. 

o i es, then t e~s 

en +ooked upon fro its roaent purposes and 

n Y'ho ar struggling an dying, are not blind, 

foolish vict a o 4 a blin, fooli paoo.:.on but t.10_ are the vorita e 

cca.baes ho ar bu l ing t e new Jerus ................ o Junarica, Jeru ale 7" 

a c.:. o pace, nn t.e men ronon ~ho bleed and eep, are 

\'I r:n6 t a r bloo an t a r t n.r", - wn erinG the r, t place 

of the worl an h re e hu bnn n o~ th no•, Y• The an 

0 Go as ritten upon the f C of the orl eighod, rn ghed and 

foun ranting"• 'i his age ust ie, this da mus ass, thi civil z 1.ion 

must be st ro :,,e an befor our vocy eye it ia crac. ing, it i crumbling, 

it is d 1 ig, but even no the ol ay i jut nh pas ing in bloo and 

• fir , the awn of the nEJ\V ay is br nkine, the dawn of peace, the dawn 

of promi e, the am o lory~ en at thi hour, whi h to me is per a 

the arke t hour o the nr, even at th·s hour, rh n the tliaat, mo t 

e r ing o tho comes to the nd of ono who lov hi country 

ceply, even at this our, milliona of hnn a are magical.l transforming 

the worl 1 are magically tranofoming tho t ar into jewels for a crown 

for tomorro , re blen in tho obs d bitter ~or into a pro o~l, 

so n ieet music of a re e mo hwnanity. A legend tells that vhen the 

ace bea1 n r 3 

ta ing ho pe r 

th Templo of Jo ru a.lom, tho 

pl c_ng t p r u on ch 

oun eight spear and 

r, the urn d them 

into torch an illummin d tot mple. I bell ve that thi is ymbolic 

of the new Chanukah, the re- e v tion of Jo 1 tat 1 comi g. en 



• 

the alarm of 1ar is till an the hue an cry is e:~ay, e shall 

take each thre t. tening sp ar an turn it into a torch, ·No s all take 

the s ord an turn it nto l)lowahare n~ each knif into a pruning 

hook. The a.y will come, it may be r is t, but blessed be he 

h t ai t an hopes for the brow ing of the awn. Until that da 

comos, ·re can but hold alo t the . nner o the accabeea, upon 

hich .as inscribed "Ha vho is for the Lord, come to me, he who i 

or the Lor come to me1 for I el: e, in tho depth my soul, that 

the ne,v motives be kept con tantly before our mi ds eye. If e do 

not lose ourselves in the labyrinth o naadlass hate and rancor, if 
the 

e rem in true to our vision that thia wnr is in trut /a ar o God, 

he war of h---nity --it i the lao great atrngGle of a lon - u fer'ng 

orL to rea h the 1amof pro e, of broth rhoo an eace, o - to 

the men that fight an suf r an to th men an ro en ~ o re n 

behind, let this Chanukah fee ival of re- ddic tion, breat!ing the 

irit of lif and freedom, bring a message of cheor a.nd comfort. They 

re the fighting people of the Lor, even as the accabees of ol 

fou t,(poo.le oft Lor) even as the accabee3 of old, ov reams 

enonnous obstacles an succeo'-d in dedica+,ing the nevr house of God, 

so Ne ope an~ pra. , will the noble,brave Maccabees of ~oday succeed 

in re-dedicating he hou o o h_ hi the orl o en. en. 




