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#*THE WORLD RE-DEDICATED™

Sesje ek ik e kRt Ok
It was Oscar Wilde, I believe, who said that "A cynic is one
who knows the price of evsrything and tho value of nome"s If I
wers asked to define a materialist I would say that a materialist

is one who knows th> origin of everything and the worth of none,

With the coming of Darwin, our mental attitude underwent a radical

transformation. We began to subjoct the human phenomenun to the
doctrine of evolution. Economics, Sociology, Politics, Religion,
avery human value was no longer looked upon as something static
that may be studieznihnalyzad logically, but as something dynamic
which must be studied historically. Wo bogan to study evolution
of things rather than their constitution, we bogan no longer to
define things by thoir attributes, but to explain them by their
antecedents, in a word, we began to secarch for tho origin of all

moral or spiritual values, just as the school of evolution sst out

in quest of the origin of spacilogkkikck Lk Teliiix

was frought with great damgery Bomoe of us were unpropcored for so
decided a change, somo of us wore compelled to accopt the docirine

of evolution, because of its logical potency, boecause of its appeal
to our intellect and some were actually thrown into the depths of
despal ¥k icakiciicr oikkkiokk raymass and crudities which had attended
this same imetitution, its low, sarthly orligin, fairly appalled us.
Then wa boegan to realize that man was not created perfect in ono day,
that wisdom did not spring fullegrown from the brow of Duse, that
Religion was not revealed in all the glory of perfection, en some
mountain hoighte When we began to realize that man was the imporfect
product of many ages, struggling for perfection, when we began to
perceive that our much-gloried wisdom was, after all, the crude,

many=-colored**« i kxthry myriads of years, that our religlons were,

aftor all, the muddy, ground waters of Etermity(?) before they merged
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in the crystal rivers of truth, then some of us wore hurled from the
heights of enthusiasm to the depth of degpair*******¥groping in the
gloony depths of history, to find the lowest stratum of thingg¥¥*¥¥kik*
with the rich soil of human possibilities, that stratum which 1s deckad
with the f;owers of rare personalities and warmed by the sun of still

higher visions, we bscame materialists, knowing the origin of evorything

’
but the worth of none. Now soms of us escaped this greatdilﬁ')( A~

bomb, where armies have¥**¥¥ikikixgome of us got a glimpsse of‘the greater
truth, The lordly Hudson rolling in its majesty down to the sea, was
no less stirring becauso mf its origin was a little stream in the
Adirondacks****;.‘;;F:*f**fi#f?ﬁ‘{nef;?b%nglory of a Beethoven symphony
is not at all *#¥¥**¥py the fact that the musical soul of man km first
found expression in some wild bsating of thoe tom=-tomy and religious
aspirations are no lesa rsal, no less truo, no loss vital today, bocause
fogsooth, theso same aspiratiomms, in days gone by expressed themselves
in crude rites,zmz ceremonies dnd suporstitions and like human
institutions, myﬁfzigiig; ;hst not be valusd by their origin dbut by
their presont worth and utilitye The human institution, once established,
is absolutely independent of the source which gave it life, Ve must
gauge the value of our institutions by thoir functioning ability, by
their powaer to enrich and ennoble our presont day life and not by its
origin or smxx® its source. Now that is a tremendous truth and it has
bearing upon the subject of Chanukah and upon the subject perhaps ,also
of this great war,

The festivals of Israsl, som; years ago, were sube
jected to a most devastating criticiTn. The ghree great festivals
of Israsl, Paasover, Chanukah and Succoth, were found to have been
originally nature festivals, common to all agr}cultural OO plegkkiiik
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!
the Spring period of early harvest aﬂgjthe period of the later harvest,

0\

They had nothing of tho later significance with which Israel endowed
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themjzikezafores and therefore, it was said these festivals, becauso

of their lowly origin, have no longer any appeal to use They should be
abolished. Now we celebrate¥k¥kkikkickickidiiiiiiixikfestivals, not for
their primary meaning but for their present significance. Now Chanukah
was also made the butt of this superficial tide of criticism. Chanukah
was originally the celebration of the winter*******Zommon among all
early pooples. Chanukah perhaps, by a different name, was celebrated
long béfore the victory of the Maccabees and lights were kindled to urge
the sun to return on its course,s The yictory of the Maccabess, perhaps
took place at the samé period of the year and ultimately this cel@bration
crowded the natural celebration out and Chanukah came to mean purely
the victory of the Maccabees and soms said that because of its lowly
origin, it has no significance for us today, bwt Chanukah has a meaning,
irrespective of its origin. Chanukah moans té you and me, somathing so
supremly beautiffil that it appsals to us more than any other fastival
of the.yaar. Thenever Chanukah comos around, the Jew feols some added
dignity,amixpridx a pride, a glory, he bocomes conscious of the great
heritage which is his. It has meant the festival of light and the

festival of freedom. Chanukah is called the festival of lights, it

should be called the festival of light. Have you ever stopped to think
how reliziously fond the Jew at all times was of light, light, light.
The first cry of creation was "Let there be light"s One of the most
terrible afflictions that the Joewish mind could conceive of*¥iiiiickikk
****5Let there be darkness in the land of Egypt", and the puhdshment

of the sinner was that his light should be put out.and the roeward of
the righteous is that his light should be upon his way. Israel kax is

urged to™alk in the light of the Lords"™ "The Lord is my lighti® says

the psalmist. "In thy light shall be seen light™ and the people that

made of its soul, the dwelling place of light could not be content
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to hide its light under a bushel so that the prophet sees the glorious
day of the Messiah when darkness shall cover*¥¥kkkk¥¥phyt the light

of the Lord shall be upon them and the nations shall come to thy

light and kings to the brightness of thy**¥¥¥¥*i¥that was the passion,
the spiritual obsession of the Jewse The festival of light always
remind***k*k¥kkof this supreme mission of our people****¥the torch
bearors, the light bringers of the world., Israeel has'hated, with

all the hatrod of its thousand year old suffering, all bigodry and
enmity. everything that beclouds the bright rays of the sone Israel
cries for light,and Israel, though a little cruso of oil, outlived

the nights of Eternity, even as that little cruse of oil that was found
in the Templs and which gave promise of bur-ing but ons day, burned
with ever-hurning splenlor, the eight days of the -festi-ale 1t 1s

a festival of light but it is glore so a fastival of freedom, freedom —
that mmx is the key-note of Chanukah, It breathesof the spirit of
brave men, it breathesof the spirit of men who dared to skm live and
die for their faith, thoir froedom, thoir independence, of the strength
of the minority never to submit to overwhelming oddse The festival of
Chanukah breathes nothing of that humid, emnervating spirit which is

so common among men and women of our people today, it breathes nothing

of the truckling, craving, self-analytical spirit of our people today.

Chanukah is essentially the festival of free men, men of pride and
dignity of their posssssion, men of might and of conviction and because
of that, how much akin is the spirit of Ohanukah to the spirit of 1776.
It was the same struggle, the struggle of a handful of men to preserve
themsolves, their life, their independence, their soul as 1t were and
how much is the spirit of the Maccabees akin to the spirit of 1917. 1t
is the same struggle, my friends, the struggle ofkthe Macabeos was the
struggle of Judaism against Paganiam and the struggle of today, in its

deepmost truth, is tho same identical age-old almost eternal struggle




of Judaism and Paganism, the issues involved in this struggle are
essentially Jewisk, they are certainly not Christian, but the struggle to
us******;******the second great truth which Israel evolvad out of its
soul and its life, that truth that a natlion, as individuals, are not
jazwx laws unto thomselves, that nations arc not exalted abeve the
*kkxkxkFi¥moral ambition, that the same moral *¥**“**that holds good
botwoen man and man, must hold good between nation and nation, that
righteousness and righteousness alone, exalteth a nation, no$ wealth,

not prosperity, not territorial conquest, but righteousness, even as
righteousness exalteth a man, so righteousness exalteth a nation, and
this, I take it, stripped of all its super-imposed motives, this I

take it, is the bed-rock of this war, Shall there emergs out of this
struggle*¥kkikkkik that nations will submit themselves unto this law

or shall we smerge out of this struggle in z:i veritable type of
intarnational amarchy? I say that this is a struggle of unbridled
Paganism¥***++¥and the im‘ernational moral implications of Judaism

**%go that this war, my friends, when looked upon from the point of

view of its source and its origin, is the most terrible, the most depross-
ing of ell wars. With an eye to its source, this war is tho most tragic
of all wars, - offspring of an unscrupulous, cynical, greed-maddensd
civilization, conceived in sin and begotten of hate, and lust and envy,
this war looks like the most grewsome and terriblo of tragedies, it appears
as though humanity were irmolating itsolf upon the altar of a God who has
long since died. How blind, how xXHE brutal, how stupid it all appears,
this noedless spillinz of presdous blood, this destruction of countloss
young lives, this pall of sorrow that has settled like night over the
world, this waste of glorious energy == how blind, how brutal, how stupid

it all soems, when judged by the cause, the origin, the source of this

struggle, but when looked upon from its present implications, i1ts nowe

motivs, its new consecration, the new soul which humanity has given to
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to the struggle, it appoars as the necessary and inevitable prelude
to the great Chanukah, the great world re-dedicationy Then the war
was but the nacessary struggle to crush the Syrian hosts of darkness
bafore the temple of humanity could be re-dedicated, befors the altars
which had beon defiled, before the halls of the temple that had been
tainted by the pollution of selfishnessg could be cleansed, before the
lights that had been quenched and darkened in the halls of humanity
could be re-kindlede When looked upon from its present purposes and
motives, then thess men who are struggling and dying, are not blind,
foolish victime of a blind, foolish passion but thoy are the veritable
Maccabass who are building the new Jerusalem of America, Jerusalmny_
the city of peace, and the men and women who bleed and weep, are
watering by their blood and their tears, - watsering the waste places
of the world and they are the husbandmen of the mew day. The hand
of God has written upon the face of the world "Weighed, weighed and
found wanting®, This age must die, this day must pass, thls civilization
must be destroyed and befors our vory eyes it is cracking, it is crumbling,
it is dyi g, but even as the old day is just ndw passing in blood and
- fire, the dawm of the new day is breaking, the dawm of peace, the dawn
of promise, the dawn of glorys Even at this hour, which to me is perhaps
the darkest hour of the war, oven at this hour, when the ghastliost, most
depressing of thots comes to the mind of one who loves his country
doeply, even at this hour, millions of hands are magically transforming
the world, are magically transforming the tears into jewels for a crown
for tomorrow, are blending tho sobs and bitter words into a profould}y
soft and sweet music of a redeemoed humanitye A logend tells that when the
Maccabeas entersd +the Temple of Jerusalem, they found eight spears and

taking the spears and placing tapers upon each spear, they turned them

into torchos and ilurmined the templee I believe that this is symbolic

of the new chanukah, the re-dedication of world that is coming. When
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the alam of war is stilled and the hue and cry dies away, we shall
take each threatening spear and turn it into a torch, we shall take
the sword and turn it into a plowshare and each knife into a pruning
hooke The day will come, it may be far distant, but blessed be he
that waits and hopes for the breaking of the dawne Until that day
comos, we can but hold aloft the bonmer of the Maccabees, upon

which was inscribed "He who is for the Lord, come to me, he who is
for the Lord come to mef for I beliove, in the depth of my soul, that
the new motives be kept constantly before our mindst eye. If we do
not lose ourselves in the labyrinth of msedless hate and rancor, if
we remain true to our vision that this war is in truth/;?:ar of God,
the war of hummnity --it is the last great struggle of a long-suffering
world to reach the Iamlof promise, of brotherhood and peace, so = to
the men that fight and suffer and to the men and women mpg who remain
behind, let this Chanukah festival of re-dédication, breathing the

spirit of life and freedom, bring a message of cheer and comfort. They

are the fighting people of the Lord,‘even as the Maccabees of old

fought, (people of the Lord) even as the Maccabees of old, overcame
enormous obstacles and succeoded in dedicating the new house of God,
so we hope and pray, will the noble,brave Maccabees of ‘oday succeed

in re-dedicating the house of God which is the world of men. Amen.






