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"THE RUSSIA1 REVOWTIO lD T J -6, S." 

Js I picked up m., morning pa.per and turned to the rar n s, 

one o! my part:1ers at the breakfast table this morning, Named me not 

to read the war nows conoerning Russia, I might have to 

revise m. leo-ture . ortwiatel y I shall not dwell this morning upon the 

Rus3ian Revolution i self. a are too near the event, prop rly to ju ge 

it, e are too near t ha evont , needlessly to dwell upon it3 etails . 

I shall speak of the Russian Revolution an the Jews . 
• 

In going thru soma of the earlior ooumento of the Russian 

R volut ionary move~ant, I c8l!la aoross t he follo ving l etter. 
1
t as 

written by one about to be executed. The lotter roads as follows: 

y dear lear frien41iand oomradosr. 

I am not sure I shall be able to say good-bye to you. Thore 

is almost no hope. In •Y mind ho,,.,ever, have said good-bye to all of 

you. ill this time I have deeply felt our a .,symp thetic attitude 

torrard me. I have only a 11 tle lon,-er t o li • Let us t ake leave of 

each other, dear friends and comrados. Let our last farewell be lit 

by the hope of a better future for our poor, poor mother land, vhich 

li s so close to our hearts. Hot om atom of power has ever been lost 

in the univsrse. Hot one human life oan be lo ; t 1 vain. ~ not deplore 

human life. Let the dead • take care of the oad. You have a whol 1 • f e 

ah ad of ou, an arduous life, sublime in communion with ·our su!fering 

moth rland. Do not think that your human life is lost, that it will, eta." 

This 1 tter Yno ritten in 18891 uring the arkest a · s 

of Ru~sia, hen the ruthless ha .d of Alexander the third, was oruohing 

every liberal aspiration in Russia. Bernstein was -taken from his 11 

a siok man, taken in his bad to he soaffold, his head was raised and 

the noose slipped over it, and then the bed was rmoved. I read this 

+ettM u a little expr~osion of the attitu e of the Jew t ards the 

R ssian Revolution, to sho ho intimately eat blished the longings 

of the Jn, with t he long~ n s of th great masao oft e Russian people. 

.o If 



In 18971 20 y3ars ago, the Jewish Laboring Classes of Russia, organizod 

an institution ~hich has beoome known as ttTbo Bund•, an association of Jewish 

Working en, whose aim was, not only ameliorat ion of their Economic condition 

but moreso, to keap constantly before the min s of the Russian Jews, the 

ideal of a Russian Revolution, the glorious ideal of a liberate, an emancipated 

people. Many an many a brave son of Israel, offered his life, even as 

Leo Cohn Bernstein, upon the altar of Russian freedom and the Yild astes 

of Siberia have kno m the blood of Rus:1ian Jewish exiles. The Russian Jey 

threw himself heart and soul into the Revolution. The Russian R volution 

of 1905 and of 19171 were both the aohievements of all the Russian people, 

irres active of race or creed or olus, but they were n:10reso, the aohieve-

ments of the oppress d nationalities of Russia, the Poles, tho Lithuanians, 

and moreao ere they ths achieve nt of the most oppressed nationality, 

the Russian Jews, so that hen the Russian Revolution finally succeeded, 

i t was the Russian Jar that gloried in it r t han an other group or 

cla s in Rus~ia, for to him it eant a n , h av n a.n a ne earth, to him 

the aw .ra meant the end of oppression, the end of disoriminations, the 

end of political an social isabilities, for him it meant a new ,orld 

rich in wonderful.. opportunities for him, it meant the end of poverty, for 

then- ie a--- -- ------- - broa in the land, t at the J~ in Russia------- ­

---- - ---~--is prosperous. The va,gt nw:abers of the Russian Jsws, ere 

povert -stric . en paupers on the verge of constant eeonomic ruin. The 

Russian Revolution cm:ie as a law d after a terrible night. The people 

that walked in darknes, saw a great light, and if I could interpret the 

spirit of the Jn, eight months ago, it as a whole-soule· pra er, "Bl sso4 

art thou, Oh God, King o the Uni,, r:ie, that Thou hast permitt . d us to 

live, to exist, so that our os may behold this blesood hour•. The 

Russian Jsw loved the Revolution because he loved Russia. Hot aJJ. the 

maasaor&1 not aJ.l the perseoution and oppression, not all the infamous 

act of Russian bur aucracy rora abl o quench the fir of de pat love 



3 

for Russia in the ha.rt of the Russian Jff. The Jew loved Russia and I 

am bold enough to say that Russia--- ---

when tho Russian Revolution brolle out, ahd provisional overnment was 

est alished, it was the Jew, thru his reprao ntati es, thro his labor 

organizatio:1s, thru his Congress of Rabbis and other men that threw 
and • 

themselves back of the Provisional. ~overnment/with all their heart and 
and 

soul endorsed 1 tJ! fought for it• ysteriously, tho word has gone about, 

that t he Jews of Russia are baok of this last uprising o! ti. Bolshewiki, 

that tho Jews ware instrumental in overthrowing the Dnnaty Gover: ent, 

conseqqantly the implication is mads, that the Jews are oppos.48d to 

Russia• contliaation in the great strugglo, that the Jews a.re Pro-German. 

The ,ro rd has cone around, it 1 s gaining in ore den ce eve ryv,ho re • No thing 

more stupid and infamous was evor invented. J'br the Jew in Russia to be 

Pro-G·erman is ludicr"?uo in the first place, because the Russian Jn lmo s, 

as the Russian peopl itself Jen , that nruch tha as abominable in th 

Russian administr tion was tn• product of t he spirit of 

Russia. The Rus ian Jew kne, t hat r.JUch of the anti-semi tism t at pt 

over Russia, had its forco and main spring and to 
. 

a ccu e the Russian J of bein ro-Ge nan, is th height of folly and 

to believe him in favor of the Bolshewicld. movement is equally stupid. 

Half of the Russian Jews are amall t radaspeople I hnt e call capi t ali a ts. 

Only ~ of the Rus ian J are ngag d in ri ulture. If t e Bolshe:rick i 

progr goos t hru, the vast nwn r of them faoo actual pauperization, o 

that from the point of vi of self-inter at, it oulc bo actual suicide 

for the Je to an orsa the progr of the Bolshewioki, and, moreover, the 

Bolshe icki have bo n roved, beyon h o of doubt, to e in 

In man of the headquarters of the Bol&hmcki 1 amon t heir 
• 

own literature, ao foun an infinit number of pamphl ts an loa.flets 

ur ing h ignorant onas •f Rusoia, tori a against the J and maaaao re 

them. The Bolshewio.d era aotuall nn are to a.,, aarr;in1 on a program 



of Jewiah prejudice 

the Gennans into the 

as wel oming 

The Bo lshewiki 1 

favoring, mat they c l, a permanent revolution, the Bol3hewiki 

favoring dots and disturbances because thoy feed on it, the succ as 

of their program are anxiouo 

from a theor ~tic point of view, that Jorish riots contin e in ssia, 

so that the Hussian Jew must be foolish ibdeed to favor the Bolshewiki. 

The most radical Jewish organizat • on in Russia, the organization to 

hich I ref rred moment ego, "The Bund", at the convention, voted 

t • following. I hold in my hand, a clipping from a llaeatan paper. I 

shall translat it. "11th all the energy in our po,er, etc." 

If , ou have follo··,ed the ne a_ apers of Russia or the Russian Jewish 

newsp pers of America closely, you mi~t ave noticed here ever so 

many follo ,ers of 11oniam, etc., t e fir t thing they did was to 

pass a resolution of who1e-hearted sup ort of provisional gov rnment. 

,( 
I 

Look at Trotaky, t he leader of the Bolshowilds. He is a Jew. Yes, 

unfortunately, a Jn by birth. A d.eplitation of Russian Jews approached 

him som months ago in the name of Russian Jewry to 

for they said "Should t e provisional govermnent fall, the Jew will 

suffer terribl in consequonoe. 1 ther the right shall have control 

or the le!t, the extreme radical , nd thei too, -,e shall have 

massacn,s. Pl ase stop, for the sake of our own people., this needless, 

this groundless attack upon Kerensky and the provisional. government • -

and Trota.y publicl and fonnally stated that b wa not a J6W1 that 

he had no inter at in Judaism, that his inter st N s purely a nationnl 

and socialistic, an that h woul Jllrsue his policy without an 

r gard to its effect on the JtYWs in Russia. He repu 1 te fonnally 



his 

It is said I.elin was a Jew just as it was said that lerensky was a Jew. 

It is no~ said that Lenin is a Jew in an attempt to 

I was infonnad this woek, that a speakor that 

holds forth from a citadel some ~hore in the Statlar Hot l eekly, 
• 

in his omniscient, all-kno,rlng spirit, that the Jews of Russi are 

pro-G rman. Lenin is not a Jew. Lenin is a mem er of an old Russian 

!m:dly. Hi right name, if I remen er correctly 

born a out 1817 If the 65 Boshewi "'i members sent 

to the preliminary Parlia.'116nt ■Ulll!lonad by Xerensk , only 5 were Jews 

·and yet the word h s gone around t hat the Jews ere inst:ru.mantal in 

trying to ov rth row 

e are th• scapegoat for all tim s and • e 11 be or a good many 

years to come, but for our own enlight nment, ft is well to know and 

kno i statistically, that the Russian Je is baok of the provisional 

governm nt, that the Russian J_ew is opposed to Boshnild, that the 

Russian J 8'\V is mo · erate, that ho is osirous 

mo than he had ever expected. H8 is satisfied. Ho is con ant. 

The Russian Jew prays for the time hen t he Bahff11d. pow r will either 

be overthrown or 

This all for the sac of apologetics. I wiah to say a word or two ho ever, 

about the Hassian Revolution 1 tself and the Boshewiki movement. Now 

1 t is a very asy matter to say that the Boshn1k1s are pro-German, that 
an 

their leaders are agents of Germany, /thoreby declared 

but for a student of history, that is a most superficial ,ray of judging 

things. ~f the soil or Ruasia, the ground, ~ar3 not prop red to receive 

the see a of Boshewild ideals, the Boshewik1 move ant, in spite of 

Ge an ould have failod mis rably. It is sai the Bosh iki 

ovo t h rev, the { rons governm nt • The Kerensky ov rnment :tmfa fell 



• • 

because of weaknoss. A little ove r six weoks ago, at the preliminary 

Parliament in Petrograd, sur.mio ·1ed by ren:J"Y hm olf1 a motion wa 

introduced by a n and that motion vas carried 

and at that moment K rensky overnment proved a failur • It was 

at that junction he Kerens y government !ailed. y'? Not alone 

because of its onlmess in handling the situation, not alone because 

Kar nsky turned Russia into a great ebatin~ society permitting 

t hem too many 11 erties of speech and dmonstration, not only because 

he as too much of a theoretist, but moreso because K rens y failed 

in his foreign Policy, hi h the Russian pooplo ant d to see thru, nd 

e Anerican people might as well sea the conditions as they really are. 

From the very 100 ont t hat the erensky gov0:nu:iant came into o,v r 

the ques ion was put "What ar9 we fiehting or rensky sent an appeal 

to all the allies, asking them to re-s nt t i r war aims, to convince 

the Russian poopl.8 that t hey are not fich 1 for the imporial ambitions , 

but that +hey wa re actuall fighting for de110oracy and xerens s nt 

th appeal. It ras never an~ red. He ple8'114, he begged, he asked for 

the alli s to 0 ive him that ad i tiono.l rength so ~~at he could come 

before all s t ri ing to ~~ka the world safe 
e a.: : 

for democmoy,4 " e, too, are a democratic paople. e oo, shall con-

Una. the struggl for demo~racyJbut the Allies nover i that, so th.t 

the people who ha suffered so much, eoame di gruntled, became suspicious. 

* ******** "Shoul we suf fer more and sh d mor of our bloo so 

that llheland or France or sor.ie other ally ...................... an 

the erens.:y gov rmn nt began to ea.ken, until final.l , ri thout y 

ai from the allies, the erensky government as overthrown and if the 

Boshewiki government will be owrthrown, this fact ill constantly 

re ain un challen ed, the Rusoian peo le 111 not fi t unl so it is 

m de c nr to them that the are fight- or i ala, for rinciples, 
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for democracy, and for nothing elso . The Russ : an people are not averse to 

fighting. The Russian Revolution, if ou remsnbar correct-

ly, began as an a tempt on :t.he part dfthe Duma, to run tho wnr properly. 

The Russian goverrment had thrown the country int.ea frightful state of 

isorganization. 'Iha Russian peo le favored the war, even uring the 

reittn of the Czar. The Russian people, first of all, meant to ef n th ir 

fatherland, and secondly, the Russian peo le hated the ans, who had 

the highest places of Petrograd. Tho Rua ian people rememb rd 

tho Russian eople remembered General ......... . 

The Russian people remenber Colonel •........ who made himself notoriou 1 

th rough those 

mich follo ed the collapse f the Russian people in 1905. The Russ ~an 

peo le had bo uso for the Gennans 

the nwna in 1916, appealed to the Czar. to pe it he peoplo to organize 

so that they coul thro the eight of a unite people, the union of 

Russian uni i 11 i e , th In· -- . i_itari~, all. the osganizat ons 

p1N:a,cl for SU reapoaaible gov rnment ao that the people might ack 

the wnr, but Russian autocracy look d ith is! vor upon 

and actually supprea ad all councils, evert ing, until finally, after 

those terrible def ata and after ~he concluaive evi enc a tha troason 

invaded the hi hast ircl s of the Ann, the Duma took the stand and 

th po er rom tho hands of Russian autocracy. I •r, the 

Russian Revolution begaa as a movement to aid the allies, but that the 

allies failed to ai th Revolution. Froa the vory earliest days of 

tho Revolution, the allias manifested too much of an anxiety to use the 

Russian people, and the Russian people, 1so,O0O,ooo strong, refuaed to 

p nnit th ms lves to be uoed. It is well, from the sheltered plaoea 

1he re ou and I are, to c ri ti oiso the Rus 1 ian people e, w o for two long 



years were too prou to 4 ight. e, who have mad no sacrifices. It is mi ty 

easy for 1ou and me to cri ticiso the Russian people, . o have lost I!lOre lives 

than all the allies combined. The Russian poople who ret reated from Polan , 

leaving ton and huntnds of thousands of their sons upon the fnzen plains 

of Poland. Tho Russian eople, who sank by the tens of thousands into the 

is---- lakes, fi~hting bravely...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... fighting • th 

their fists and clubs as it ere , for f eedon. 

Let us be a :).ittle more modest, a little more humble in our criticism of tne 

RUS3ian people • en the Russian Revolution broke out, o ia had 

decreased 6~, the urso of the countr • as emp~. • 

Hunger and a arvation ore facing the Russian mww,.n:e:tx people. 

not lose our heads in a needless condemnation of the Russ an 

people. The Russian people may yet fight for democr cy if they are convince4 

that they are not fighting to uphold troaties uch t Russian Gov mm.ant 

h s since rev al , treati s teen Rus ia and lap n 1th ref renco to thJir 

( of China Russian people, a true democracy today, in 

ever7 s ns of tho wor, re!us s to do it. If you mugt expend our accumulate 

issati fac t ion • i th con i tions as the exi t to a , o not on he Russian 

people. Ca t our e s west o! it, and so a nation, strong and po··rorful, 

coining the tears and the blood o! the worJdinto ealth, oing nothing for 

this struggle. Let us thin:c a little more of Japan and a little less of 

Russia, for, aft r all, the on great achieve et of the war so far, a. the 

Russian Revolution. e have fail d to make the orld safe for democracy. 

e have succee4ed in maki Russia demosre.tic, and if no other beneficial 

result com s from this struggle, the liberation of 1801 00' 1 000 of eopla, 

of new opportuni i s to 18010001 000 of human beillgs, all t~f suffering of 

the war, all its blood, and all its tears, all its pain and sorrow, wer 

not, I say, were not spent in vain. Russia is passing thru a night, a nigltt 

of darkness, ghosts, shado Let uB net a4d tot eir miserJ 
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to their fears, by the ruthless policy of condemnat ion. I am hap y to 

note that our government in ashington is pursuing such a ~olic r• 

Ihlsaia epends 1 to a grea ooaauro, upon the sympath and un erstan i ng 

of America, for certainly, ~many uoes not un erstend Russia end a.many 

is not in sytipathy with Russian as irations. Russia is bound to beco•, 

I feol it, t he grent arena of spiritual activities in the da ~~ to come. 

The Russian people are on er !ully religious and idealist ic. ey combine 

t he aa t and the ,est, the roligiou mystieism and idealimn of the iast 

and the practicability of the ost. The Russ ian people hav gi ve evidences 

that t hey are ca able of wonder!ul sac'-1.fices !or ideals. The Russian 

people, thru. their literature, have given onderf'ul promise. Think of 

it. In ' the e:.rly 40••, hen English li emt uro 1as nt its lo · st ebb 

·******* · • ·* *********w s writing in Rus ia. Russian literature has no t ing 

of dishonost I certainly it knows nothing 

characterizes so ch of Ainoric n literature. 

th i eipid** *· ****~* t t 

as~an litera uro is 

honest, it ia r al1 1 t can anal ze the human soul. Russian literature 

is the truest full of love for humAn beings, 

full of love for everything that is fino and no le in civilization o.nd 

th• RU&sian peoplo will emerge out of the night riUI!lp ant 

ovolutio s and cou t eI'!-revo~tiona rill mr ep over that nuch-tried land, 

but Russia will come out of it all1 prified by its suffering, refin d 

by its t rials •adxgxx a greater and finer people1 and Rusaia, I believe, 

will load the orld in true In uatrial democracy, for if I understand 

this revolution correctly, it is more t . an a palJ.Uoal revolut!on. 'At 

first the atte t as made to give to the revolution, a purel political 

tone. The ussian revolution, if I understand i t oerreotly, has a decided 

cono ic an ocial pur o e. They aim t o intro uce in Russia, thota that 

will raise and elevate the ssian 1,oople an tho Russian people will do 

things on a large scale. They will dare to experiment, nd you and I ill 

prof t from their experiment, oo that, if my meaoage this morning, ere to 
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be swmned up in a phrase, I woild say that, at this unsettled hour, rhen 

tkings are rising and onunbling in actual embroglio, let us "lOt pen¢.t 

our passions to run awa with nr bettor udgr'l nt. Let us not become 

prejudiced against the Russian people . It took France 100 yoaro t o 
• 

a ponnmnent govornnent. It will take Russia much less than 

that , but it nust talce somo time. atovor you do, do not -- accuse 

the Russian people of treachery, of turning thoir backs against the 

alli s. IU'he Russian people would love to shed their blood for democracy 

ns well as we 1 but they have not been shown the way --they have not been 

shown the way• 

; 




