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"THE PROMISE OF AMERICAN LIFE"

At an hour when nstions are bheing weighed
in the bslance, when institutions are being swept by
cyclonic changes, when the destinies of neonles are being
tried in the crucible of the great war, it might be well for
America, fscing the greatest ordeal of its bi;tory, to examine
its life, to teke stock of its sniritusl resources, to defihe
more elearly than ever before, the vurpose of its 1life and
the m thods which we have adonted for the attainment of these
purnocses. Would that I could sneak of all of these things,

but I hsve chosen to snegk this morning, upon one phase of

tmericen life. merhans the most glorious of all, -- its »romise,

the promise of Americsn 1life, for I believe that ther® is a

promise to American life - firstly = hecsuse American life

is demoeratic snd because if is demoergtic, it believes in the
nerfectibility of the common man. It has identified its déstiny
with life 1tself. It is one with the rythm of the Universe.
Demoerser has faith in the erowd, it believes in the weltering
masses-of men. It hes faith in the gethering forces, the
justifying nurvnose, the clerifying vision, the growing intelligence
and the evolving discinline of the rank and file. Democracy

atakes its future unon the latent nowers of the masses, the

nowers which but wait for the nrcessafy gtimulus of knowledge

and exnerience, - Democracy is the most empirieal nhilosophy

of 11fe end withal, the most ideslistic. Its ideslism is besed

on exnerience, on ‘he records of the common man's nast aschievements.
In democreey nothing is ultimate but the good. Demarecy ie not

blind to the »revalent ignorance, the ungoverned vnrejudices, the




$®e uncontrolled nasssions, the abhsence of elear, discinlined
thinking among the masses of mankind. Democracy knows

the weasknesses, the vices, the gstupidities and the deficiencies

of the man mem, but democreaecy also maintains that these weakneéses

eare but nromises of great potencies, that these deficiencies are

but evidences of great excellencies, that these vices can be
transformed with the magic wand of educat ion and opportunity
and exverience, into resnlendent virtues.

Democracy does not nlace a helo of glory sround
the head of the common man hut it does nlsce & halo of glory
around the destiny of the common man. American life is full
of nromise because it is democratic and democrecy is the
greet, vast project of social reclamation. It irrigates the
desert lands of humanity. It turns the waste nlaces of society,
the myrisds of lives thet are blinded dy ignorance, the myriads
o7 lives that are barren of opnortunity, into blooming gardens
rieh in the flowers and the fruitage of cividlization ---- But
democracy is even more then that: It is not only an extensive
movement, & movement which aims to reach out and include all the
childiren of men - that is its first work. But it is also aiming
to create ever greater values, to refine and nerfect them - it
gims to distribute -====and ju-tly, all the advantages and oppor-
tunities of life to 2ll, it is qualitative as well as quant itative.
It sime to enrich life, to create new values, to deemen life, to
exalt it. When this is achieved demooracy will enter upon the

second phase of its sctivity. It will set higher standards and

inspire = the concerted massee movement +,u99q4 them., 71+ will
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marshall the forces of civilization for & still further advance.

American life is rich im promise becanse it is
democratic because it believes in the nerfected democracy of men,
because it X believes in the extensive and intensive movements
of demoeraey, but it is also rich in promise because it is rich
in color. ‘merican life is a rainbow life - the rainbow of

here

nromise. The cultures of a hundred peonles are merged xmrsm the

civilizat ion of 8ll the races of the world. The myriads of men

who come to our shores, poor, low-born,unlettered, are really

the gift-bearing emissaries of glder civilizat ions coming the

Americe, the cultural treasure house of the world. OFf course,
they bring us nroblems too, grave, difficult problems, These
millions of men coming from foreign shores bring us old lives

to be made new, & soul-hunger to be satisfied, wounds to be healed,
prejulices to be eradicated, ambitions to be fulfilled but it is
the vroblems as well as the gifts whieh constitute the nromise of
Americen life. Tor the »nroblems will ~timulste our nat ionel thot
and brosden our outlook, They will destory our isolat ion and

drive us into the arena of the waid'é life.

In our efforts to meet these great and difficult
nroblems we shall discover heretofore unsusnected powers within
ourselves. We are growing and we shall continue to grow becauce
of these véry great and difficult problems, out of the gifts
which these meonle bring unto us, we shall construet a civilizat ion
sueh &8s the world hes never seen. Ve shall construct, thru years
of petient planning and building, & temple of himanity, grounded

in the soil of a hundred peonles and rising to the glory of all




their highest aspirations. Americen life is rich in promise
beceause it ie rieh in color but it is also rich in nromise
nerhans nrincivally because it is young. The weight of the

centuries and the burden of petrified institutions do not

hamper American life. It need not always tear down o0ld structures

before it can build up new onese. We have a keenness for edventure
end a zest, a relish for exneriments. American life has not

vet become rutted. It has not vet become honelessly stratified
into clssses., The forces of sécial canillarity are still at

wmork in America. Its institutions are stil d hot Thev may
be beaten by the harmer blows of new exmeriences intq new chapes
and forms. American 1ffe is rich in promise hecause it

1ife in the making, because it is still groming.

-

ressons why I believe in/ fhe nromise of American life.,

Now what are the promises of fmerican life?:

Pirstly - In the realm of Teconomics Amer'ca
holds great promise. Our land has been blessed with sbundance, of
nsetural resources. Its vest treasures, heve not, as yet, been fully
exnloited., It still holds us reward for the brave and the
jpdustrious snd because of that we can hone, and we are Justified
in honine thet the stendard of life and of living will slowly &nd
gredually, but surely, rise,constantly rise, befause there is
enough of & social surplus to go sround to satisfy the needs and
sunply comforts to every deserving humen being, and not only that
but the wealth of America is full of nromise for & rich civilization

and eculture, for a starved lend can never nurture & great culture.

The Rabbis have long ego discernedad this trutha=====<=-= ===




There is no culture without bread.
hand that we s'all not remain
uture with a formal democracy - a democracy
We can foretell from
the me thematical curve which wx¥x the future

-

and the curve is ummistakably in the direect ion

of socialized democracy, & democracy that will extend to all,

not merely the right to partake in the politicel ¥m goods dut

£l1so in the Tconomic and Social goods of America, & democracy

rtunities of elementary

and higher education, a2 democracy that will insist unon en equitable
distribution of the nation's weslth, for the coﬁie%é%t?on of the
1ife snd heelth of all mén -+~ in & word fme thst will make for

a progressive impvovement 6f the physical,intellectual, moral

end aesthetiec life of all. That ig the »romise of the politicsl
destiny of America, & socialized democracy in the fullest sense

o the word..

The promise of American life lies in the possibility
of destroving noverty in al its forms - actual physical poverty
and the equally real mental poverty. Americam will not have
fulfilled its destifly if.one toiler remains disposessed of life's
goods, if one life is stifled by poverty, &f one soul suffers
from economic wrongs.

And in the social realm, the promise of American
1ife is the sxwwm¥max super-man and by suver-man I do not mean
the blond beast of GCerman pseudo metaphysics, by suvner-man I

do not mean that immoral concoetion of arrogance, zaneesf con-

ceit and crueltv,-I meen the higher man, the nobler man, the




freer man; the man, who released from the bondage of noverty

end ignorance, will live a life more worthy of his station,

richer in high impulses, more abundant in the blessings of the

things beautfful in life - a life of greater confidence and

courage, of greater hone and faith - a 1ife morenearlv divine.

That is the social nromise of American life. How are these

nromises to be redeemed or fulfilled. Surely not ;;Zalms.

This lend is not the nromised land.

This land is sometimes called the lsnd of nromise but wvou and

I must redeem those nromises - vou and I, the weavers of America's

destiny, you and I will make or mar the degtiny of America. If

these nromises are to be redeemed than it is'um to vou and me

to do it.. Humanity hss in the past, most tragically‘ most blind-

ly destroyed many such wonderful promises., If we are to fulfill

these wonderful nromises, we must first set shout systematically
=every notentiality of American life. By concerted

effort, guided by poliey end governed by diséinline, me must

make ¥xm every devartment of our nmetional life thoroly effiecient.

Our indusfries, our schools, omr press, our religious institutions,

our political»organizations,all must be deminated and contr-lled

by the one great impulse of social democracy.

If these promises of ‘merican life are to be
redeemed then we must destroy that spirit of soeisl irresnonsibility,

and which

thet baneful individualism whieh is ramnant among us,/is the
heritage of our pioneer days. e must not saerifice our freedom
of aetion by remaining the slaves of ancient intellectual conceits.
7e must mold our lives and institutions, we must re-internret

our lews and conventions, we must re-construet omr institutions

a8 the pressing needs of the new day dietate. We must remain true




to the snirit of the man who founded this land of ¥m ours, and
who wrote the constitution of this lend, but we must not insist

-

upon remeining slaves to the letter of their law which was all

in sdvance of their own day. "e must remain »rogressive in
the en‘rit of our nromise which nrompted men of old.
If we are to reaglize these nromises of American
will

life, we must do so now, for this generet ion,/im my mind

determine mwem the trend of ‘fmericen life for msny a generation

to come. American 1life todav, due to the war, is so much more
sugscentible to fnfluence, Our thoas, our institutions, are like
molten metal which -egn-be-poured ex-east into any mold we choose.
t is for us of this generation - for vou and for me, to determine
the charscter, the shane and form of this mold which American

life will be poured into.

If American 11fe is to be privileged to announce

the vear of the Jubilee for the—yesmr 1if it will be American's
sgered privilege to »nroclaim freedom in the land and to ell the
inhabitents thereof so that every men will return unto his possessions
end everv man unto his divine netrimony. If this is %o be the

glorious destiny of ‘merica, it is for us to begi‘n the work, now

gt once.
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The nromise of fmericen life is dezzling, it is
glorious. Our life is unique, our institutions mey beecome unique,
The snirit which animates us is something novel. We hsve within
ue the whetewithall, the msterial, to fashion out of this land,
which is & ministure universe, we have within us, the mo~er to

fashion a peonle, & nation, such as the world hes not vet seen.

If this »nromise is to be realize, then you and I must »nrevnare

ourselves by & rigid, intellectuel diseinline, by a strong sknse
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