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RUSSIA O '£HE EDGE OF '.fHE ABYSS 195 

lish a government founded on loyalty, on devotion, on obedi
ence, on good faith. From the scattered fragment of the 
" Provisional Government," I am convinced that we need 
hope for nothing. I think they have shown them elves de
void not only of the 1·udiment of state manship, but, what 
is a greater matter, pretty completely devoid of moral prin
ciple. 'l"heir pact with the Sociali t ufficiently demon-
trates that. 

For Ru ia, I am quite con inced, th only right govern
, / ment is a monarcby, one in which the mainsprmg will be 
V loyalty and devotion, not the grossest selfi hnes and elf

seeking. If there hould be any possibility of the establish
ment of uch a government, whether through Gen ral Kale
din, or by any other means- except German int rvention
let us learn from our mi take ; let u not only not criticise 
r oppo e uch a government, with a narrowne which can 

. ee no good in any institution but our o-wn; let u on the 
ontrary, welcome and trengthen it. Let u clear our minds 

of hadow and the superstition of names, and ee things as 
they really are. We have optimistically- and omewhat 
credulously- called Rus ia free, a r epublic, a democracy. 
Ru ia has not, f'or a single day, be n ither a republic, a 
democracy, or free. Under a monarchy which make the high 
appeal of loyalty, she may be r,eally free, and may have ome
thing of genuine democracy also. But we must, I think, 
remember that, if it be necessary to make the world safe for 
democracy, it is even more necessary to make the world af e 
for honor and justice. 

It is with deep shame and a sense of per onal humiliation 
that a life-long friend of Russia writes of Russia as I have 
felt compelled to write. Yet not without hop al o. For in 
the Russia the world has known in the Russian one has 
known, there wa so much that was fine honorable, inspir
ing, that there is yet room for hope. It may be that, even 
at the eleventh hour, all the force in Russia that make for 
righteou ne and they are many may find the unity and 
strength to bring Ru ia back to the path of loyalty and 
honor, justifying all that her friend have hoped of her of 
nobility and ju ti e and genuine humanity. 

CHARLE JOH 'ro . 
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•A YEAR OP RUSSIAN REVOWTiow• 

I believe that it was Zarathustia who eaidt •or all that 

is written, I love only •hat a person hath written with his 

blood." "Jrite with blood, and thou wilt find that blood is 

spirit." The record ot the spiritual progress of Russia during 

the past twelve months has indeed been written in the red of its 

blood and in the ~old of its dreams. And some or us love that 

sacred writing. I say some of us. But how fewJ How few or us 

have sufficiently dive•ted ourselves of our provincial prejudice, 

our native conceit and our fearful intolerance, to read dispassionate

ly and intelligently the great document of spiritual re-- ---

whioh Russia ie writing today. 

Some people dislike any human document that is written in 

red. Men should write in black and the blacker the better. Red 

is beastly, startling and disconcerting. The Revolution they 

hold, was all a mistake. Think of ttJ '!'he crows-current*.,....**~• 

ot law and order desecrated! Obedience, think of it, Obedience 

the highest duty of man, whirled to the winds! Loyalty to the 

dynasty, inculcated thru the centuries by the ,tc,.r,-~~-r-r-~~.tt.,.,rp.,.,,~_.,, 

suddenly renounced the Little Father, imbecile guardian of 180,000,000 

of human beinys and the idiotic tool or Rasputin, sent to shovel snow 

in Siberia, and all the ~ultured, refined members of the old Russian 
ttnceremoniously 

families, the nobility, ***~~•~kicked out o~ home and office. Horrible 

beyond measureJ That must not bel That would mean the end of the 

world! ------ So we read this choice bit of dastardly re-action 

in the February issue of the Worth Amerioan Review, which reads as 

followat •For Russia I e.m convinced the only riyht Government is 

a monarchy, Etc., etc.• 

Honor and juetioe1 Which means, of course, the honor ot the 

nob111 ty o.nd the juetioe 4'--r.r ..... rr.~--r-~1·~·"'·-!• 1 !.1· 1•a-,-.,.~,.,·. Honor and 1ust1ce, 



I believe you have heard those owl screeches before. 

Honor and justice --- why they remind me very rruch of that~~~~~ 

crimes were perpetrated. Honor and justice----•~~ that reminds 

us or that 1,aw and Order Committee of San Pranciaco, which ie bent 

upon having Thoe. f. Mooney the innocent victim of a horrible con

spiracy -----Yael some people like black - but not red. 

But even the common people, perhaps the all too-common 

common people have rrown impatient with the Russian Revolution. 

Ped on the crumbs of information gathered ~rom the columns or the 

newspapers, which have, since the Revolution, excellod their 

traditional stupidity a thoueana-rold, the averay,e man, at heart 

a true lover of democracy, bas beoaae thoroly bewildered and fretful. 

He simply cannot understand. One morniny he is instructed by hie 

Guardian Editor to bite hie lips, grit his teeth and roundly curse 

the Bolshevik!, which, of course, he proceeds to do in the submissive 

spirit of the true patriot. Then &(le,in, he reads of a messafe of 

good cheer and cont'idenoe sent by the President of the United States 

to that ~~,r-~t-r-~-assemblage of the enemies of society and pro- ermans-

the ~.r,-.-.,r.~ #,'--r--r--r-~~t.r,.. The followiny morning he 1s informed to eoonomi ze 

on his profanity for the Bolsheviki are denouncin~ Germany and caus

ing riots within the Central Powers. Piret Lenine and Trotsky are 

both ostracised. Then Trotsky ia miraculously redeemed and Lenine 

alone remains in the Inferno o Editorial castiF,ation. And so 

the rood reader is b•ttled and irritated. Perhaps the y.reatest 

sou.roe of irritation is tpe refractory quality of the R.R. It 

has absolutely no rerard for precedent. It 1sn•t amenable to 

reason. It's too beastly original. Why can't those Russians run 

their revolution as it should be run -- depose their czar, draft a 

constitution, elect a oonr.ress, hold meetinys, appoint a River and 

Harbor committee to see that the little streams or Russia do not 



who nre tryinr to i ssia thru the night are almost all 

book-men . Thy are n t chi l 4ren , o c o , nor oolH . But their 

knowledge of politi al and economic organiza t ions is b ooY kn w19drP . 

~h y li ve in a book world. They have never been able to put th i r 

theories to practical teat. They arc t re~ore , far removed from 

practical l ife . "lhen tPe Re;ol 1 t i0 came, they immedi~taly ·et 

a.bout trying to fit thia already-made ~acl- e t of t e :y p n th 

body of the Russian people, which , of o rs, did oL fit - and then 

the trouble began. The In---------- of Rt sai are b"o -m'-''"' , men who 

because if tre u liness and vicio v ~ n ~ tha life a out them , have 

been driven to form utopias of p rfect order c nd eauty and '!:""ien t _ e 

opportu ity came thy thot that they could immediat ly stablish theee 

utopian ide~l of j s tioe which they conceived in their rev~ ieh 

y9ar of i aoti v· ty. 

And ~., n yo a d to • 1a, peyehio fact thi s other , a ct -- the 

cornpa.cltlve ly littl, help which the 111 e rendered R. Ru8oia and 

the man .. tre,ric di lo ,, t.:.c ,l 1d r w • cl they commi tted , then one 

is further inclined to C eek hi i p'3. ti noe ,Ii th ("! ;j 
. ':h e Al i:: . • 

aa.ve one , h'"' 0 ~ever sh:-11. n r I "' tr1 • for Rev. Russia. Th0y did .. 1' 

not ven try t un lersta,1,1 - .{' . .fhi3n t g 0 • j A, 

9 _, ( }1 'J.;., t '1 . from a tpree years' unequal t l(" 1 atai t 13n 
. 

es ·•it~ -n 

, 

t and traitor \Yi thin -- w11 ~ R BBi 11 i :1 fnr Cz -b"-3 ~!'3.r, 

2 , 0 ,000 in killed, wounded and pri , "'T. P, i 119 t th; 

Allies for a repudiati on t old . mp i li.:Jtic tfal"' '3 ti 3;) : n ') 

~, J.1 • n - t fight in opi te of our exhauati n , if 1 0u 

·vill th s imp (3 i 1 i :, i a· 1 ti n 

A they must figA t for 

vic...,ory a h n_1 ') . 

and hie ehamof'ul treati , Ru i 

l J principles which had now come into th ir -lv 



justic an ernooracy • Bu s 

tr~" ti Js 'V:. i t 1 ir b lo d .- N'?v~r 1 1Je h r v .., n t e n ·~ 1.•t•o JJ. I.., 

ose t'!1e G v e rn·r,0r1 t t o t i t :nr r~ 

. -., 
11 ,:-, ... • ... l. 

J - .4..., 

two brave, c urageous newspapers ara cor oct, t''1 n -'L' -

stand why the Russian Revolutionsi ts r efused to fight. According 

to som8 of' t . s o ~t· pu- ti na, Prance wao not only to rat 

Alaaoe-L rraine, which ia hers by rig~t but a slice of purely 

German territory. C-erllla y'a R.~i 0 provinc ~ ~~r t 

in..,') in e. d 1~t political entity. Italy ~v tor cri [I.-· -

1ovt hal~ the Austrian &npire, Al ania, part f Asia Mi~ r, and 

of t}'le German-African coloni es an h r sharo of the c0nt ·. p 'l.t'"' 

" l ir J .1i ti _ • ') A p 11~1 and so, also, Russia. 

G c rmany Yra c- to ex J 

!], J .:J. ~ 1.., J l t, ., ".\ ~ t to the +ender 

meroies of Russia. Rm.unania., bee us h h d n ff r .... d r 0 

,... r l''Y ' ., " u ") .:. cee are 11orth, was to be exploit · y Ru~ ia 
~ V . . . 
t th0 e d () ~ VI "' I( sJty i ~ Y'lt q,. J. •.., :18 .. . v l 

o ... - )-
. ~ - t ') .._ t, 1 T .. --'J d -•. l..i. - ~l e 1, , V - V • 

. l ') .1. ~)(l..l.J l ,, l A l 9a ) ueh by publishing t B treaties • I 

• anc C F' ~ ul .. y t i aa.c 113 id. t . )i1d "7 J. t:1 G I'na·1y. 

s · C 3 i l ') .1 , t 1 • A, le.J 11!\ VI'!) 1 
:)~ C:) 1: ~, d i ... .:. !3 

' '1. .J. 1 '1. 1d ) ... ... 
.L ~ 

. 
--- J 1 1_ "' ., ".} secret tree.ties ·:\ 

.&. I J -- l, J .. 
which v0re bas 1 on indemnities an annexation. '"is s been 

ef:r ct . .Li 110 i "'cJ. l , th1• t 1 ti1 

.i. .1Lo the war. I have no hesitancy in eayinr 



"'1 "'1 -·1-. Ll. .l , , ,J I.I~ ~ ; v- J u1 _1 .... 1.., :1 i:. ve of the war. And the 

United States thru its fer-vi si ne ~ t9r of statesmanship, 

has alone understood Ru.ssia nd t_ 9 ~o 

this sympathetic understandi~ r of Rus i , -..,~.s fi .., at: 

• s _ e sent by the president o th Sovi tin l oso ~ · n 

•)CO:-id .{ ' ' j -
,. n part of the presid---nt to r,ivc , C 

ev n t cit co Gllt the 1•0 
.., 

0~ ., e,n to invade Russia . .... a 

Rus Bia has l e rnt its lASGO as it had to learn it. Rueeia 

has l earned that 
. ust bect?u ... o an i 

. n~ .i..'1.,,,~s h, Ga A 

truth and righteous ess f hi oaus , it de s no i- ~ j 

rollow that the other man l ess id aliHt·c, ~ill ~~x1i o t hat 

The Ru~ eie.n Revolu t oni C! t ha.a 1Ae.rned t p ace no r~ l th 

l 
~ 

...... v German Socialist ,yn 80 ahow d aJs b~e· i vi ect d 

~it t: irit ') th 'J..::>.)-,3t 
. . )'!.met as p ~ 

are the junkers t h t t1 y R. i t , ct n. a d m '1. lly -

tti 1:.1-- -~ i8 ' 
. ., 

.L. on the Hun today in all his ur iness • 

an Ru sia i .i rdin , 
• 

. 
.L. 

v ~1A. _ 0_ .. hope lies not in t!erme.ny, the. t her h pe 

li s ·t. the 1 es nc aus,.... 

to approach t he Allie b C U } o ... it nd t -:. :n n ,,. is t o p t.:.n V 

t.11 t ') t·11 .l r ... 
i) i .. si d "") 1t 

... h a a :19 e ..! ~ . ) ... 

u .. t -; ..) \, l..88 • 

Twelve months of Russian Rov t j n e co 1vi 

of the frailty or human nature and h " de r y 1 mu t ay r r 

a 1 t \0 '1 inr,e which we prize and hold deo,r. Russia ia stil 

p asinr thru t 1e n • One form of ~ov rnmen t ~i 1 follo, 

t . Yl,.., ·~ n d c .r1t r- v0 S y y t ., , p 

t t JU .) '1, tried country, but if denocra cy ia truth 

if t 1 th 1 di vi O , t n c l 1 o c 1Yf 1 J,:, • t t -~ li • 



rile Russian people are s trug -l inr, ere olimbinr, are 

suffering , e.nd ti-e 1 8.s t t r.a t y u a. I ca"l do , J. vprn 

OJ t rt n • n '1.~ C _., • , 
• ' >,, ·1,.., + · C 

... ., l., ' 

' 1 '1 , 0 , , . 1 
' l • l l;, "' :. l • 

I cannot close my remarks today, ·.iri thout r 

t t h r r t s t at t-- 0 ·'"' . 0 • 

today, out on the plains of Fra ee , the att , f ffk-i A ' 
.. ,, ' '- - I . 

ha s m .f 1 ,.. ,,. ,-., 
I.J V '- r ci i li r .:. u . 

, . 
w ,... ., I , 

, I .,, l 
C _.. , 

is suret That democracy may l ose a p eopl, d ~oc acy ay lose 

a war, b t moc oy a no t definitely and permanently b e 

d ni ed . El esea i s t e me n o has faith to e w ~n al 

o J d r Y 

civi J iz3.ti on . DA"1ocrac r ca '1 t b ~rnanently defeated . 

~hr is no a ter nativ in t m t t a • and t here la no un-

certainty i n t he ~attar. Nap o An d r p at hie reet, 

more prostrate than Germany can eve r have Europe at its 

feet, and within f if to n the rock s 

of St, He lena. The Conrr e a s of Vi 0n a had playAd vith 

t hem as p ecpl c i:: .fl ·.vi ,. ... oo l ,- but ' V t i n fifteen yea.rs 

the treaty of Vienna. waa a ecrap of paper, r.or the people 

of Europe, whose craving for self-expression had been denied 

were eeething, were toilin p, , ·,o atc.11 1 

t- o break forth. 

or the mom .i?nt 

Bemocracy can never be denied for within it ie stored 

the eternal energy of human faith and proyress, so th&t 

whatever happens on the front, we should have faith and 

believe in our cause, in the holiness and rifhteoueneea 

of our cause can say we are reooncilad to what aay happen 

because we shall never Five up, we shall never surrender 



until the holy purposes of humanity are achieved. Somehow 
this sony comes to my mind' •tord, how many are mino adversaries 
become, --- many are they that rise up arai ns t me, ... 

y o~l, . "~~ere is no salvation for him in God.• 
But thou Oh Lord, art a iel d a t a, my plory and the 
lifter-up or my head. r1th my voice I call upon the Lord 
and he answereth me out of his holy mountains. I lay me down 
and I sleep. I wake for the Lord suataine i h me. I am not 
afraid of 10,000 of peopl es that have set themselves against 
me round about. Arise O Lord, save me O my God, ~or Thou hast 
smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek, Thou hast broken the 
t 0eth of the wicked -- Salvation belongeth to t~e Lord. 
Thy blessing be upon thy people- -----:- en. 
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