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LECTT _.E BY . BBI ABBA H. SI ~ 0 

A .D TR _ ..,LIGIO 

=AST 55th ST 

F~B1 ~y 17, 1919 , CLE ~LA , OHIO . 

.. ___ .., __ _ 

AY, 

The at has always been considered the 

sniritual teacher of the I e t. The ~ast , in a sense , 

is he home of religion. ''/e have been ccustomed to 

think of the East as the hinterland of civilization . 

Because of our own ignorance, and because of the stupid 

re~orts of issionaries , and because of ROMe no-els 

written b iestern uthoritie full of untruth concerning 

the East, we have come to e r the great ~ast s the 
Cv 

backwood part of the orld. have come to look upon 

the r ces o the a .. t as upon the subme ged m s.,es of the 

orld, --the un e eemed , the benighted re a.thens. It is 

onl of late years hat ray of truth has egun to 

pierce this cloudof ignor·nce and prejudice . / have 

come to see throu h stud and o servation the v t 

s iritual trea ure store of the Eat. /e h ve come to 

res.ize what a remarkable culture the East has produced , 

and hov truly idealism nenne tes the lies of the eople 

of the Est . 

I venture to say that religion is taken serious-

ly no~here in the orld ut in the East . The Eat h s 

been the spiri tu 1 teacher of the \f st . I believe that 
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its ill has much to teach--the wise , kno ing , Latient 

Bast . So that ihen I speak of the reli ions of the ~at , 

I do not speak of semi - barbaric religions . I peek 

of religions that in a sense have reached e hig 

point of development; religions that antedate Christin

ity by five or six or ten centuries, and religion who e 

standard of ethic is as high , if not higher than the 

standard of Christian ethics. Of course, it i difficult , 

in fact impossible , to speak of all the religions of 

the ~ast in one lecture. One cannot spe of any one of 

them ip one lectur, but . o ject is n t to define each 

and every religion of the ~ast, but rather to bring out 

t e contrast s , to show the di fere ce 1hich exist between 

the religions of the ~ast a u ism. And I shall sneak 

this morning of a few o thes e reli ions . 

First of all I h 1 

of uohal1llte . I o , 

eak o I lam, the cligiori 

mis looked u on , or h s 

een until a certain oun of contem t . 

Chri 0 tian £pologist h ve been ve y profligate in their 

en ciator criticism of :oh e anism. They attribute 

t o .ohammedanism the b ckwardne s of many of the r ces 

of the ~ast. The fact of the matter is this: that 

,ohammedanism tod y , r Isl m, ·s the re]:jgion of over 

two hundred nd seventy- five million of men; that 

Ioha medanism ha hwn eings ~ i th 11 

the needs of their lives ; it has su tained them nd 

inspired them ; it has been the food o~ their d ily 
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live . .~n religion th t can ' elp \JO hund r e event -

five nillions of od 1 s children ha g eat tru h, in erent 

truth within i . Then , ag in , the phenom n·~l 

of ~ i.Oh rnr.iedanism has in it se 1 evidence of 

re truth, 0 a certain inherent stre h. 

red 

cert in 

• 1 ·thin 

hundred years after .1ohammed , I. oha ha d nre 

one 

d 

hro gh r i · 
' 

t 1r u gn ~ales tine, ... l 10 , 

' 
hrough 

. i .... in r , throu pt, hrou h nor rn '~ • .t ... .l. ri ca , throug 

Sicily, thro u~h C" 
-c in, hen hrough southern t ranee w ere ~ 

it ~l s checked. . nd ea tw rd, to Indir.. , to C ina , and 

through he i lands of he outheru )aci ic . 

It i rue th t _ oh edanisrn s o og ed b ,. 

t he ~ord, al o. t is true at it las li Jon o 

con uest . u t here ce .L. ·n1 7 some d n mic fo e , v 

ome propellin an .. ivin p ack of this con e in 

eoplo t' c hrille hem d in .. pi re t h m v. i a rpose 

to o :forth and con ... uer tho ·10 rld. The , ag i , 'Ne mu .. 

not forget th t during e dark e o Jur pe , ~hen 

n tions o~ th e t h 1 re ct lly steed in in nee 

0 he f lest ort, in u er titio , in intel ectu 

gloom , hen a p ·ll o d~rkne spre ov r u .. ope or 

ca ried th 

t r h o ci •iliza ion nd cience , 0 learnin nd of 

phi 0 ophy . ,/herever .. oha med nism c me · ver ity 

of learning wa .. e t lish d , d the Y'JlO le d~e of the 

ancient reek 
' 

·1hich 'I di rded comple el e 

Church, a pre er ed .oh edani m, n through 

ed ni m, ·t c me into Europe and h stened the d 
_,x_ 
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o the :enai ance and ·he ~eformation . reek culture , 

r reek philosophy. the hilosph of Aristotle nd .lato 

we e unknown to :.i u. rope in -the d rl" ges , but \ ere t r u ht 

in the school of .ob rnme anism , and tbrot h r bic , 

Syri c and ebrew translations , they 1e e c r ~ied ultim te ◄ 

ly into ~urone. The seeds ger~in~ted into the revival 

of le rning which m ant he ~en iss nee , the eformation 

and modern Burope .. 

_hen, g in, .1oh mmed nism actu lly taught nd 

teaches today an exalted and perfected nd complete 

monotheism . The creed of u.oh mmed: '_here is no God 

but J llah a.nd .:oh mmed is his pro het," is a very i ferat 

thing from , 'I believe in the F ther , t e son nd the 

Holy 

and 

host.' ... harmn d nis 

he tr di tion VJ hich te 

u ht an a olute monotheism , 

of he death of ,'"ohammed is 

significc....nt . Viohamme n tradition th t when 

.ohammed died , b ~ehr, hi closet discinle n friend , 

~en out to worship with host o Men , nd said unto 

them: " et those who vorship 1 oh mmed , kno ~ th 'o mmed 

is de , bu let hoce Jo wo ship J ll=h knov th· t .ll'h 

li -es an will never die . nd because of thi a eolut e 

mono hei m t t .. oh r. ed nism tau._ ht , he Chri ti n 

co. m ni ties o ~.J ypt and sia .i. •• inor easily succumbed 

o its influence , ecause in si inor and ~g pt the 

t initari n hristi nity never took foothold . _here 

were lways heresie , in si ~.inor and gypt ; b t 

10h mmedanis comin ,ithits creed , ' here is n 

God but 11 h , " n tur lly appe led t o tho e comm itie , 
- 4-
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and within a genera tion or two both of these Chr istian 

commtmi ties had become Mo edan. 
not 

Do that we need/indulge in the ancient 

pastime of denouncing ar ther faith because we have one of 

our own . There is a great deal of truth and grandeur 

and nobility in ,_ ohammedanism. .1ohammed came at a time 

when the tribes in Arabia were heathens 1when the ancient 

local cults of Arabia still held sway over the peo le . 

ohammed,himself , an ignorant man , and .et a great 

enthusiast and impassioned dreamer , of a contemplative 

frame of mind, came to realize the we knes of the fath 

of his peoples , the tribes of rabia , and he conceived 

the idea of preaching the ide~l of one 1llah , one God . 

Of course , he re caved that belie from the Jews , who 

dwelt in Ar bi at the time , nd the 1~oran is full of 

allusion , no t only to the old testament but many of the 

traditions that were passed orally among the Jewish 

people . .1ohammed , s re dy to make great co cessi ons 

to the Je\ , in orde r to win them over. He was ready 

to make Jerusalem in tead of I~ecca the center of the 

l, o mmed n world i he was ready to ake t he ten h of 

Tishri the day of the pagan , the universal fast day in 

t he 1. obarmnedan world ; he was ready to accept carte.Jin 

dietary 1 ws of the Jews as binding upon hi follow ers , 

providing the Jews would regard him as the last o 

t he prophets . The Jews ~ere not re dy t o do that , and 

tha t is why t he or an abounds in so many at tacks opon the 

Jews . However , be t hat as i t may, J. ohammedanism was an 
- 5-
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offspring of Judaism in its fundamental, basic doctrine 

of the community of God. Of course, here ere reat 

differences betv,een ::oh~ mmedanism and Judaism, and I 

sh 11 point o ta few . 

First of a ll t he c atus of an i • the faith of 

Isla is much inferior to t he st=tus which .an 

occupies in the religion of the Jew. Islam means the 

surre-1dering of one 's s · lf to God, submission--absolute 

s uhmi~sion . L.an is insignificant; man is small; God 

is the nly realty and m n must submit bsolutely and 

unquestioningly to God . The idea of the indwellinB' of 

God in man, the idea that man wa made in the imar e of 

God, the idea that man is the son of God, that man is 

a co-vorker of God in creAtion, that idea which exalts 

and dignifies man in the conce s of Judaism, which ives 

~otive and im ulse tom n's e orts nd endea ors,--that 

does not exi t in 10h •!'TIIled nism t all . .ian is the rain 

of dust 0 1 th wide stretches of the desert --he i in

significant . .r.nd bee u< .. e of' that and out of that follows 

the terrible fatali m of .ohammedanism. :an has no control 

over hi life and destiny; he i merely a pupuet in the 

h ..... nd of fate or -.. i met --fate ; the inalterable, u.nv ry

ing, eternal 1 w which control all the actions , r.iorally 

"nd nh ic lly, of man . L n has no choice. He is 

rooved from the be innin of a e. He is the plaything 

of cause nd effect --fate. 

sut because Jud ism accepts no such doctrine, 

-6-



bee use the ide off te dis roy the mot necessa 

n he orally fundament 1 ide of ree ill ,--if every-

ting is re e e ned , you .have no rec \ ill, you h ·ve 

• • 

no choice; if you haven free ~ill . u 1ave 10 mo-ality . 

It mens nothing. Yo c not e k of mo ra i y t al 1 

un cs Lo u prosu. ose th,t. ou ave a definite choice 

or ltern tive , un ess you c choose th r .,_ 1e 

C • re i .. 110 ch c ce , i yo l action is 

pre e ermined , raor lity is merely ord meanin less . 

Judaism insist up n he doctri e of free ,., ill . OU C n 

see ~here the i eal of redete .rnin tion , ould Q lll ti 

the onru ... l:i 7' spirit of man. rt i s pessi i stic: it i -
~isc r ing- . If ·-ou c nno u d d ete mine the 

world abo t you , if . ou c nno t ke t'1e or.ces o 

• n tu e nd r~ve them into c el suit ble to your 

welf re , hat u , hat ll .t.: se, ~ h t ject i there in 

h an stri "'in s d a·nir . ion nd so Ju ai m cannot 

gree ;;i h the doc ine of fa ism , of .oh mmedanism. 

... hen , ag in , there is lso th · s di erence , 

and very important iffe ence: ,""oh med nism elie es 

in one od , t that is n in lectual concep . tis 

a ne ative concept . T'1 people elie e in m ny od . 

Ioha e n m denies t e exi t ence of many od b t 

insi ts u on he epistence o one o· ; u i not 

• en emotion 1 concept ; it is n t e od ' ho is he 

o rce f morality; the 0.od a th holy God . o do no 

find in Joh mmedanism he concep uch s t i e 

e holy , fr I , he Lor , ~our od , am h 1 . ' u don 't 

-7-
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find in .!oh mmed an idea such as this: ' e sh 11 

fol n tion.' be un o. ea kingdom of ,rie t nd 

Y u don 1 t ind in Iohamrne nism, 

is the ord of 11osts." .-oliness i 

oly , holy , holy 

he ense 

Lerfect·on , of moral qualities; holine sin he s en~e 

o being a p ttern, a model for all the child1en o m n 

of llo~. In ac , the idea of ~11 h s a moral od 

is alro st foreign ... ohammed ni m. You see , a ... ood 

de 1 of the ens 1·ty of the ~a~t has crept into 

~.Ioha1 edanism , and ..... ohammed himself wa n ot free fro 

thi 0 corrosive sensu lity of the ~as . . o th t in 

hi per anal life, in his vi ion of the here ter, he 

~aradise which he holds out as the bit for 1 the 

i thf , .} u h ve conce of herea ter tha i 0 

mat ria , o e 1, so vol tao ls, so entir ~ i~ er nt 

rom the Jewi ,h idea , ht in the herea te there will 
. 

o eat·n 0 nd no drin in. Only tho righte u ones 

i 1 crm·1ns upon t eir he d n nar 

of the _lory o the i ·ine re ence . -- n bsolute 

spiri u 1 conce •ion of fut re life , 1h'ch o hc1mme d ni m 

canno t bee u e of . teri 1· m, e . 

1 nd 1 stl here · s hi other di rence be 1ee 

ohanmedanism nd J i m-- the fe r ul in oler nee of 

h rnme an m. t d ·v· d s sl m, d·v·de the orld into 
.! 

t 0 part 0 : the te rito of I 1 m and he erri ory of 

1ar. r,hc t r::.i tory of 1 m u.nd the terri 0 of he 

s ord . ~t n e , i it not , ho 1·gion , od 
I 

greate t 
.... 

gift to m n, wa at al \times the urce 0 so much 
- 8-
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in olerance nd hatred and bi_otry. st nge , is it not , , 

t r t every religion th t came to preach love-- Loe 

thine enemie - - kindness , rgiveness , reach tha onl~ 

as ar as these things concern the aithful nd the 

believers? The heathen , the unbeliever , the heretic , 

he belonged to anothe • world entirely ; he should b cast 

into outer d£rkne s here there is' eeping an gn shing 

of teeth. ' am quotin the nev te tament now . 

.1ohammed nism , like ~ise, in its passion of conquer · n 

the world forte ide~ of the one 0od , sto1ped at no 

act of brutality nd in oler nee to ~orce eo)le into 

an acceptance fit. Judai m ha never reached the 

doctrine of intoler nee bee use Judai r h~s never , to 

ny 1 rge degree,been a relig· 

ud ism has nre ched 1h t I 

o 1..issionaries . 

re erred to in 

lat add e --the ighteous, even amon the heathens, 

iill part ke of the ~orld to co e • . aken all in J , 

,_ohammed r:i m has been an in t ument o :r d in the . orld . 

A daughter re igion of ud ism , it has nre ched t e 

ide 1 o on od, and ·th 

p r uit , cultur 1 earnin 

al o re erved intellectu 1 

n science or the eople 

o the wo ld. 

ift of od to 

.r. ow • 

s such it ,as a real boon , a real 

o world . 

·o d about the re gio of I di . 

Indi i e home of many rcli~ion , nd one c rmot 

in thi brief moment lef to u take n e ch one of the . 
rcat ml.igion se rately , whe her · r hmini m, or 

a · nduism , or Buddhism. But , fortun=tely , there are ome 
9-
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sic~ inci~ e ru1 orlyin 11 thee religions of ndi 

n of t 1e e i ~rinciples , in so fr ~ 

Ji t e rinciple o ud · sm , I wi 1 spea tt i 

m rn:n. e e : e three th·ngs that are und ment 1 in 

al the rcli ion~ o I 1d · , an- the re the e: i s 

of llthe a solute , unque tionin 5 convic on th t ing 

c;.,t is i ad ; that e-.. is e 1c is solute e il· 
' 

C 11 effort an 1 1· C nd 11 ein;; is p in , nd. .c . .1.ering. 

f I t n .. is ont 1 concept in t' e r i ion of di • 

:,xi .. tence 0 ny and e C - orm na over esire , 
' 

ev r- h n ri . n e 0 thin~ 0.J.. 
. 
l. e , 

i evi • is n ·n e n d t lease 

ro t L .. C il , bee U'""e t h doe not u eu., to 

' exi tence . e=t i ssing num n n De:, orm~ n , 

om one exi e C i to t d tha otho exi nee 

lso e il i, e- · steno • t ma 1 ·ttle 

le inful ec nse o· go od acts that u pe r or d 

in h . ex · tence , ut it · s evil ·u t he ne . ence 

t e h t nsm . tion o Ot 1 r m one e i ence 

in a o er. - n , hen , is c • in chi 

or b in f ic he n t _eo himsel i. h. 0 

e c pe the ev of e .. i t ,nc . o t t t e ur ose 

o reli ·on in t he eat is t' i 

C reno m n how to re e ~e hemselv s om e 

tote 

ckle 

and t' e ch in o ex · -.>tonce . 

rom he ett r o ex 

e e1y ope , e e e ire , eve 

•i 1 b bee mjng indi feren 
-10-
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o joy an p. in n or ow n every hing . 1he o 0 

lie , then , in the~ st i~ n· i a ion , the loss o 

con ci ous in • alit~ -- he per ect usin of ur 

in ivi u.lity , of our s l] ii th vbG orl s ul, i e 

r 0 , ater .c ses d lend i th he \la ers of the .1. 

ocean. hat is the ideal 0 the ~a t --' 
or·et ulne s , 

e .L - nnih.la ion , se -de t UC i n. 

"f 
~ ' that is a so ute y ~ i C 0 1 e 

reli ion .. the ~ st . ,0 th i Buddhi .. n , ~· ich , b . 
e way , is a religion th t 

co e o~ ethicc th tis do 

ion , the o no le tru hs 

.. an ex 1 cd code et ic , 

a e u i 1 o er -

doctrines o dhism are a· o _o. Llir t,the no le 

th of SU e i ' 
th ever in._. is p in an e ery bing 

i evi . en , secondl· , he t u b f he C u 0 ' 
fering. The C u e s .1. f i do ire· 

' 
e ... ire 

is he cause o· existence ; exi tcnce is ev· . thir 1 
' ' 

he no le truth h t releu.se ..l' 0 erl Release .1. ~· 
rom er co its in relinqui h·n de ire , in 

lute urrender f eve mbi ion and h 2e or i 

tenc u.n e e fte , for 11 of it • evil· • , t 

y , thJ o le truth oft 0 ele .e rom 

f ring , n the of rele se o su erin con·i ts 

r n izin ce in tru h , he ru h conce ning 

e ul ii te of e , nd , secondl , in devo · ng o ' life 

o ome s int , om point 

h w to the 'tta inmen o hi rt , o thi enli_ht -

en ent , that ~ill lead to Ti vana , nd , stl , sco t ic m, 

-11-
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he ona.stic li .e , he gi -in up o:' every hin th·.t --ou 

hol dear an li ing the li e of the 11 rni t , 0 the 

ascetic . 0 
' 

th t is the asic incipl1e 0 a 1 e 

el ' ions of Indi ·• 

Tho idea of Judaism C llenges 1 t • t . u ism 

does no ay t al tha vorl is evi . u is ~ y , 

l hen od -VJ creation e sai t •it ;as good. ln J ld ism 

s : s • n the ng age of ib , "All th.D the o d do 

is for the good . ud iom even Bid t ea hit elf i 

very e-o od. .._ ud ism does not den the exi tence 0 e i in 

t' e world t all . I is too .i.:r ctic· 1 . r .., i~ion , fo i ..... 

p y too muc de erence mind , 1 gic , a on nd 

experience. t not a --st · cism to den h pr ctic 1 

e . ... rience 0 h m n life . ys t ut there is 

evil in he • o J.~l d , ut d . 
0 sa .. h ev 1 no t 

u1t ·m te , it is not i al , evil it elf , t rough 

hl ef·'·o t and tri - ·n 
' 

n in rumen 0 be 

god ; t evil is t e ·mpul e , h dri in ow r h 

lie o o t inge ter good and gre te per ec ion; h 

it he di cip ine o~ evi , t e educ t·ve , e emental 

il th t make 1 · e • 1 _e n orth e . u a 

n 

doe no ep1eci tee i ence . • ism do ot th 

n i a bun le of evil nd error n o row. 

u isms t i man that r:ihou art m· nd ul 

in. 1 nd h on of m n eg d h hi e h u st e 

m li ttle 1 \ e th n vhe n h her n d i 

, i th lo n honor . t f n , he a· i 

o· n , e -i ni 0 n, th t i vh t J d ism e ph ize 

-l r:. -



so ·J i t e - e ion oJ• ud n, Br hmin · , or 

1 ·n to ce ro. e for , 1ro r , 

r om en e ·t 1 u eles , it i :") , 

• u.n l> 
I • to 1 or i to -· . n p . ' 

or· ec e 

y ·r rk Jill C ct · e in +- e . t - le f, "' , 

tr . ..... e ec u.ee u • . t r- "r i -· • ng n r e tl.D 

e in r·e e 1 nd ore ec ,0 1 • 

T •. s 0 e ncnt ... . ,. ence be .I- .• I een u e re n 0 

n i n he rcli ion 0 i · • 

ni':\ 0 t'c inc oct i o. .J e v 

r 1 . • 
-lul. 11 of .J.nd . .... l. the C s~ ter • The C e 

t Lt oci 1 n n O 11 • +- . 
re i I., 

- ·tern . i se C ted inct 

C e e t j_ l .J r ion • • 0 
., . e oc C e ' .l. 

' 
ri .J e - n e u r 0 tho rel· . 

l> ... 

r · te ·nd ccrer on • re I., 0 '/',/ 1.,0 e er e 

e n e C e • e· e 

0 ci .I-
vY • ... ,ven 3 -d e 

ot n - eli ion 
. n ndi t 1 

. __ ion , 0 • 
cceu • t 0 th di 

. i 
,. 

0 .1. e • ... 

. ~ co d 
. m ne r " 0 ion . .L e l> 

0 e i i m _e , no C men , 

u e .t:' m n . "· . ·er. i n n co e v 

• en-'enc e ·ho h re n he 

t-te h ' ch n • 1d 

~ ·e n en 0 v 1e aronit .J 
le ·o 

' 
I., 

e 
' 

0 to t11 1· e 0 n .J r • l, 

1~ - -



hem-- 1 p l e , 11 r nl". ' 
cie • 

r., • so . te e l C m on Cl ning 

d ec u e ~ .l •• -'· i "i "" 1 rom e ~ L, lJ 

. ions o· ... ni " • r • 

e"' .::- t 1 b evi t of time. J.. 

0 r ti ... h e cc ion . 

,.. 
the r 1 · r i on of onfuc · u +' gi ' 

lJ e ·e n 

0 ons in C i n -:-;, r the :p_~escint ·e . ... 
• .l 

cl relt,; "'~' e e ion ..r. d n .I.. 

e' t r ion 0 dh . , r'h ini m 

u ' C ne oJ• .. eli io .I.ea h s re t J 

. conce n n 0 e 0 m a X 
.., 
.l 

. 0 ,. et, 1i . e h ne lel e 1un - e f 

0 t n ncl rich . i e ' 
• • 

c _no\ J: 
., . t '1e e 11 · 11 n ... 

th .J.. ne m nt in I 

I., rie 1 n 

0 s i] 
• .l i "', .. el als ~ 

d tan ., c...r ' ven e 10 C • 

m doe not s . t -' · • ec • 'eli i on . 

h. er ct el · on i il lrinP: . :i1 .h ,._ e ec 

re . 
i e on t.o 10 ~ e no e .I. • 

t I· Je ... e a er n to .I. 
l, 

e "·o "·he n J. men ' 
ec e le 1 d n. '1i n is C • 

• do T he s u . 1 he r 1 · ion e ..... _ 

ol d. d I 1e e u uO e r. 0 
' 

e 

v · c · on 11 . n C m e '1e r i · o 

C un ·"' d e ; nd · n e hi e 1 

-1 -



J. ndar o ·" . li 1um 11 rt H l 
. 

C i s I., Ina.TI e .n 

' . her . h -'- C n"·in in n;r of t . ions n 111 _. n l., e 

✓ 0 ·he \OT C. th t bile the edan ill • ' 
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