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LECT ~ BY RA BBI 1BBA ~ . SILV .~ 0 I S ~ 

AID CHRI STI!.. l scr-:. NC~ t" AT THJ~ T ~ IPL~ t L 

2~ , 1919, CLE'V3LA , OHIO. 

0£ g 0aree , I s:he.l not letrtu e "t111 s morning 
1."\., - .. 

on h.r.i • I pbaJJ Chri stian 

Science and Judaism/ I shall endeavor to emphm.ze their 

points of contrast, their differences. I discuss this 

subject,first~ecause it f alls naturally within the 

~ of our series 4 ''Judaism and~ 6ther 
,, 

eligions; 

secondly, beca us e the contention i s frequently heard that 

Christian Science. is Judaism perfected or supplemented, 

t hat it is the greet6st expression of Judaism; and, 

thirdly , because I am fre quently asked t he question: ' Can 

a good Jew be a Christian Scientist?" Mf(t. I shall address 

myself principally to the two last conti ente. I shall 

endeavor frankly to establish the ·1.ct that Christian 

Science and Judaism are not compa i le, and th ta good 

Jew cannot be a Christian Scientist. Having sa-id tha--t 

we m!tn now o a-hea.d. 

I shall, of course,--and that oes fthou.t 

qu-e-ati--on--treat of 'W!Pe subject in the same spirit of 
w , 

reverence •J1at we all other re l igions. I 

repeatedly said, that any religion that has helped 
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-'1 to be better and stronger has truth in it, 

and must be apokenaf in a spirit of reverence.~ftQ oa~eti'½t-; 

~ I am the last man to sa. that Christian Science 
(?,"' 

an nore than Christianity, or uohammedanism or ~:..i11lillili .. ~""· 

I 
or any othe rreligion has n ' truth in it at all and cannot 

seriou~ly be entertained. ', re 

shall speak of it reverently,but we shall speak of it 

frankly as we have spoken of other religions1 frankly, and, 
t.v-( 
~e m!~,truthfully. 

First of all let me take up , rs. ~ddy's attitude 

towards Jud.a.ism, and her conception of Judaism. It would 

r e interestin to kno~ what the revealer of Christian 

Science, the founder of the faith,has to say of Juda ism. 

on page twenty-seven of c i ence and Heal th, trs . .2ddy 

says tQ& ifoAi~ou:in~: "The Je i sh conception of God as only 

a mighty hero and king has no t yet given place to the 

true knowledge of God. Creeds and rituals have not yet 

cleansed their hands of rabbinic law. Today the cry 

of by-gone ages is repeated, 'Crucify him.'" The Jewish 

conception of God~ only a mi hty hero and king! . uretv 

~rs. ~ddy, who prided herself so much unon her scientific 

mind,ought to know better. It i the &HntlEW: en,1 iArnitire 

accusation. rt is a deliberate blindin of one's self 
(>.J( 

to t;he truth. God -w. only a mighty ~efo ··d king! 

Ba.t what of the psalmist who speaks of the "Father of 
f 

orphans, and the Jud e of the widow ''? hat of the poet 

father hathmercy on his children, 

so God hath mercy upon us,"? hat of the nrophet who says 
-2-
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"God is our Father and our Redeemer"? nd wha t of 

Jeremiah who says, "I have lo ed 1:hee with an everlasting 

love''? /hy, the iterature of the Jew is saturated with 

a s pirit of subiime l ove kins hip c:1.n d fellovJ h i P ·, i th 

God, and i i s calumny of the worst sort to s e a k of t he 
I 

Jewish conce~tion of God as only Ja mighty hero and king. 

yo u see there to ring out the glory of one 

faith you must try ~o discredit t he other. Thati an , 

old pastime co on to all theolog ians of all a ges. Show 

t he othe r f a ith up in a s dark color as you pos s ibly 

/ can, an& t hen use t h~t as a ack round to brin out the 

glorr and t he brilliancy of your own faith., · That might 

be theological but it is not scientific~ 

gain on page 30 of oience and Health, rs • 

Eddy says, "Rabbi and priest t u.ght the 1. osaic law whic h 

said, ' An eye for an e e, and whoso shedeth man's blood 

by man shall his blood be shed.' r ot so did Jesus the 

new executor f or Go d present the divine l a of love which 

bles es even those who cur e it." Jabbi and priest tan ht 
law 

the ~osaic hich " e f or an eye,"but the uosaic 

law in t he book of Leviticus also said , "Thou. shalt love 

thy neighbor a s thyself." .1hy pick out a single law of the 

hold that up as t he su otal of all that is in the bible • 

The_Jible is a collection of literature that covers a 

pe riod of a thousand years, nd the law "an e e for an 

eye"comes from the very earliest time, from the tri.bal 

period in the history of the people; but during a period 
-3-
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of a thousand years, there was a gradual and Progressive 

revolution of religions ideals, so that lon before the 

time of Jesus "an eye for an eye' had been i nter reted 

b~ rabbi and scribe as a mon tory find ae9' he law of 

love predominated in Jewish life, and it was not Jesus 

who deiare~ to brunt ni ty the golden rule but ~ a s Hillel 
' ,, 

before the days of Jesus. Now, these are scientific 

facts. ·rhy does one VJbo claims to speak in the name of ,, {,' 

~ truth delihe--rately lie? 

on page 597 of Science and Health, 1rs. Eddy 

says, "The Judaic religion consisted mostly of rites 

and ceremonies. The motives and affections of a man 

were of little value, if onl:-- he appeared unto men to 
r 

But where does this infonnation come from? ~a&:t 

ct t t t'ne 

whole infor ti:on of the author ha-e be-en rs.wn from a 

s u~ of th~ and the w 

estament writers, being interested in presenting their VI 

ideas, ~ were 

~ others who refused to accept 
n 

You remember when I spoke of'-. 
n I 

Jewish view of ~udaum and 

Christianity, of the sermon 

throu h and through1 

)/llll(r' only those whic~ original with Jesus are really 
-4-
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$at 3 ltJ· accept,. 

ro, we shall try to be more fair to Christian ucience 

than I. rs. Eddy bas been to Judaism. 
, ,.,/ 

Then aga ·nt what i I rs. ~ddy' s attitude tef" 

the ible? That is es · ential because so many of~ 

theories find proof and substantiation in the ible. 

Mrs . Eddy so.ys t:ffl1 t 8& t he first tenet of Christian 

Science, as adherents of the truth we t-0'11k the inspired 
N 

word of the ible as our sufficient guide to eternal life. 

In other words, the real orthodox conception of the 

The ible is the inspired word of God, and therefore it 

is our sufficient guide to eternal life. But you see 

that opens up the entire question Jf what is meant by 

inspiration~ and it opens up the entire question of 

those sections and portions of th lible which on the 

face of them are not inspired, and itopens up the entire 

question equally of the manifold contradictions whic h we 

find int.he ible. Hrs . ddy's conception of the ible 

is not only a most orthodox one, but a most yeystic one, 

re, . 011 ust find 

spiritual meanings hidden beneath the aunarent surface 

of the words themselves. You must not take the words for 

what they mean ordinarily. you must find a deep sniritual 

or metaphysical implic tion, not alone in every story or 

fable or myth or legend of the i1ble, but in ever ord 

r O'iJ, for example, historical analysis of the . 
Wible and criticism hae- established beyond question of 
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doubt t he fad'f that the ~ible is a human document,~...-

~' having all the weaknesses and the failin e of 

human authorship; that it is a collection of writings 

of many ages, o-f tB&BY elimee; that it has myth and 

fiction and legends and moral homily nd ethical codes. 

And there is grain and there is chaff. But Mr1a. Eddy 

takes it all as inspired. '"tne stories of the book 

o~ Genesis, for example, which are on the face of them 

myths, common to the Babylonians and the =gyptians and 
~ 

the ebrews and all ~emitic peoples--she 

interpret, spiritual,ly, and 

and direct references to hristian science. For example, ,, ,/ 

~-- takes t he s tor. of creation of chapter one of Genesis, 

and f ter interpreting that chapter t o suit herself and 

explaining words to me , n what t hey ought to mean and not 

wha t they really do me ~n, she comes up against chapter two 
~ .,I . ,' ,,,.,_. 

of 'the book of Genesis, which is anotherfi account 

creation .. The 1fible sometimes has two, three J)r 
S' ,. , 

are documents 

refuses to accept entirely. 
/i I • created o t of 

first truth and 
1 -6-
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the econd one as mort 1 error. OV/, thi olibcrate 
I 

mystical and subjective interpretation of t he bible was 

cormnon to 11 the mystics of all~ ages, and, of course, 

_.,... a h)peless thin : . You can read absolutely anything 

into the lible, provided you agree on a ke. 1hen yo, 

find in the Lord's Prayer, "Give us th· s da. our daily 

bread," , ou take t ha t to mean not the simple pra er for 
~ 

bread, which we find in t~e ld ~ostament, give us 
II 

our food to feed our famished nd ~hen 

aul says to Timoth,y, "Take a little wine for thy 

st~mach and for thy infirmities," does no t mean 
~tJ , 

wine, k me&ftS underst nding. 

hopeless. 1e, as critical students of the ible, must 

deliberately give up the entire idea of a key to the 

' 
r.;" -scriptures, any ore than VJ e a ke to t he works 

j!l The only ke we is the key which • 
~ ___..._ 

history and the science 
' 

of lan uage 
II- , • 

can ive 

a.t.~►~FMi~~. But any arbitrary interpre-
Vt'\ MT"" 

ta.tion of the bible we, refuse to accept. 

a key to the jcri tures and a 

bel does no t mean the 

' Goa,4, but ie rosJ.i:.+ d:ec ■ me•11 self-destroying 

error, a kingdom divided gainst itself which cannot 
I 

stand. And c~anan does not mean oaanan, but it means 

m Dan, the son 1f Jacob, does n t really 

~ Dan; i ru ne animal agn tism, o-c llea mortal 
-7-
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· nd con ro11 ·n or m • n , e o • ,or n ou t ..... e 

ns o e e ove so en o the 00 ·ory 

men ut s of i.in 

pu.rit 
' 

n e ... • ver 

ot men the er p it 

iv ·ne enco p ssin the un· erse d n, e 

tru d. e n 

·t me t e ci il 

e 

nd 

ci 

' Ci 11 • 

' • 
nee d 

cons 

t bl. 

.. y the 

t ·s i not 

e ..... t • It 

r orte "'"o 

r. tru h 0 

11 the led 1e h e 

0 C -'- e un~rid ed l, 

th . dle e , 

. 

e n r t 0 ~ 

do o 

ere ·ncident 1 c itici 0 

ver~ it 1 bee u t e ibl 

ed br·n t st · 0 y 

u C 
. en 

e e ohut our to 

C u ted ·n nt ie d 

d un ontr lled 0 

u t 

te Y, cce t r h 

scr e or 
4'All... 

.$cri tu.r ~ J,; 

t e 

cc t 

•
1ould 

rb · r 

other h 

e 
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can construct a 

thousand religions a day nd find t hem all in the ible. 
r 

ow, then, let's 1!JiO to the metaphysics of 

Christian Science, d:i.iP@eifl • Let us have I rs. ,. ddy 1 
define Christian Science of 

S.Cience---•- He 41th. n·1. hat i. .. the scientific statement 

of being? There is no life, truth, intelligence nor 

substance in matter. All is infinite ]ind and its 

infinite manifestation, for God is All-in-all. S irit 

is mortal Truth; m tter is mo rtal error. Spirit is the 

real and eternal ; matter is the unreal and temporal. 

Snirit is God and man is His image and likeness~ hence 

man is spiritual and not J terial.n In oth r iords, 

cie-nce, God is 

s irit; therefore God can createnothin but what is of 

the spirit; therefore matter doe n ot exist, it is not 

real, it is an i l lusion, an error of the mortal mind. 

God is ood; therefore everythin that God creates is good; 

therefore evil has no realt , nd sickness, disease and 

pain and uffering are me rel errors and i l lu ion of 

t he r ort nl mind. I think th~t is a fair and l most com lete 

statement of the fundamental doctrine of Christian 

Science. 

Let me say, to begin ith, this is no t a 

revelation of :_rrs. :, ddy's, nor is it peculiar to 

Christian s cience. This is a metaphysical conee, t which 

was common to the philosophic schools and theolo ic 

schools hundreds of years ago. t ong before the time 



0 J us t er I S ch ol o· il soph rs in re e 

o. n s the le tic school, 0 s t e 

repre ent t denied on s--not on 

:reli --the realt 0 m te:r . l; • . 

ny y t. C SC ool n 0 t ever 

:reli ion, e peci 1 he re i i n o t e oh e ..... n 
' 

nd in t e :rel· ion he Je d ring id le e --' 
s li e tot is conce t t Go 

' 
/ bein ,;.,pirit, ever t in t1 t h s re e istence ust be 

sp·ritual , n t t Goa., ein ood, no ev 1 c n e ist in 

orld. 

he onl contri uti n ich r . d y s de to 

t . co ce t is no tribut·on, but lies 

• . n t .• s f ct: s i en i ied t -
" 

hysic 1 not·on J°th hr· ti=n y n t t she em h sizes 

the he ling u lit o_ thi princ · 1. 

t · Ju is 1 
Fft-t.., • t . not ten ble on 

phi l o ophi g ound , on t eolo i o 
(J,.., 

groun , ic 1 

hilos op i c l ly 
-10-
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this concept is ~nown side l 

exist butte i e --t es irit. 

1 onis ; t tis, noting 

Butt t 1 eakness of 

tis theory, s vell t eory, is this : • ere 

do thee err an i riginate? 

not in tis 

illu ion or error o m tter sr :i:g i I? rtJ o? OU S y i t is 

n illu ·on of he mortal ind. ,here doe mort 1 mi n 

o ig·n t ? OU m y se rch throug 11 the p ges o oi ence 

and e 1th , , and OU Se rch 

hrou h 1 e P ges 0 11 e 1·ter t 0 1 these 

hilo o hi C or n n er tot i ue tion n OU 

i 1 not it . 

. t n e or 

• d moni 

re lt of onl· on . it· ut t t ~ e me t i me 

s e ge you to de nd illusion ,( ng 

du lism . n ctu 1 li e. e e 

does t is p rent du lis or·gin .oreover, must 

istin t ee n ·11us · on nd ppe ranee. t 

bee u e on t in is not r 1 s e ot er , i 0 not 

o 1 1 h t · t i unr l enti ely. Ju t C 

my not e e s e t n re l s s . it 
) 

ubject 0 e 1 s 0 C n e n on ts 0 time 

an pac ' 

, i oe not ol o t t 

i""' · s i lusion. 

-11-
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n il usion is be i in somet in oes not 

e i t· 
' 

n pe r nee i elie:f in s et ing ic is not 

. ple s .o t ink it is . 0~ examp e, en you see 

t e rise n yous y t ctu lly ovin 0 er t _e 

• brim o t e e an i nsion ec ..... u e t e u.n do 

no m V • 0 t i broug t thi s i f"" 
v t into 

t t e P ese1 ·1 usion , but t t t e ·gt 

br u.ght . uh ...,n oenc s a e r nc . d e is ... ' 
erence et ee t is ·11 si o nd t i 

p e 

, i o ophic ec use OU 

c not ccount o t e existence error 

t er in t e :,or d. heo 0 OU C nnot 

cce t it. OU S Go i p . 
' 

re eve h ·ng th t 

• e i t is ir . h uni er i • e e ore re ect ·on 

0 u- 0 b 1., o be e lee io • t t be re 1 cted upon 

so t 1i 
. s 

t e 

. sel 

-oreove 
' 

.r • .uddy e k 0 God ere or. 

.fh . d er t ? He did no C e p i t C U e . 
i s ted ni est tion ri mseli'. 1, 

her . n do t e e i e t ion i er 0 no er . 

ht ccount 0 t 1e di . e ence 

• et ee t i ner ki d 4, t e et in do 
' 

e i n 0 ' 
nd t k ·ngdom? h id t e 

di erenc C in? brou ht t e . to orld . e 

11 ~ t . i er ly re lect·o 0 irit? e e d "' 
-1 -
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this p rent i"V"e sity 0 h o en or1 ·n y us y 

00 ; t .er ore e could not 

ho re ted t e i lu ion o evil? 

s t If , ... you h v 

It 

hie lly, t e 

h ve ethic unless ou 

pe 0 

ere 

i 

n ble. 

ree 1i 1. 

. ell, 

evil or 

·nste do 

You '--"nnot 

You c nnot 

s no ree 

Y0tt 

ill, o You ens e o ethics only 

h n you ea de iber te c o·ce, c 10 ce bet ee 

1 ern tive --bet een ood and e il, bet een ht w ic 

0 ower diet te o you and that ic 

elf dictates you 

f OU den 0 

ean·ngle s. 

o eover, • e e 

hr t· n cienc 

o one 

~ 

il, 

mor li ty coo e 

:t e text b o .. 

i goo? 
,,,,. 

0 OU lmo 

bout 

e il. 

solute ood? You 0 oo onl ec OU knO 

If thee 1ere no evil in th 

ov ht goo is. 

you ould ne er rea 

I ther er n 

th re ere no sveetnes tot te you 

bitte nes i . t e "e not b 

o d e no music int e orld. 

11 lie i 

- 13-
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contr 

of 

\ ood n evil r t e obver e nd the re ere 

e coin vil i not n in erpol tion in lie, 

minn ou,--·t is not 

int e sc eme o lie. 

disso nee, it is not 

It is rt 

se note 

of the ver 

h rmon 0 .J ithout ich 11 e is impos ible. 

thic lly it is untenable, nd scienti ically it 

i unten ble. 

ctio o m t er 

o eny t e re t o m tter n the inter-

d id i s to deny 11th ccumulated 

sci ti ic kno,ledge o the es, b c is 

e er· ent tio i tter. o. our 

' r·ve sen es, to c 11 our ch els o ognitio, our sense , 

estion nd de y 

t~e validit of 11 an kno il g bee us e 1 heh n 

o· led e is tter of e .. nt tion J t physic l 

lie n t e 

f OU ience doctrine 

out to eir 0 ica conclusion,- , 

log·c ly e 

d 
' 

you ·o d 

i e i e s ut do· ery 

cienti ic school, e er. p 1 mic 1 1 bor tory 

e ery in us t i 1 pl nt; OU oul ... ut n end i mmedi te y to 

11 h ·ntellectu 1 e ort ec use hum n inte ectu 1 

e ort or s t ouo- tter al t ought e ph ic 1 orld. 

t . the me nin 0 1 bo 0 invention, 0 

i prove e t, o· C"loc . 1 elior tion, 0.:1. or ? If you s y . 
th t n the ~orl bout OU is . t an · 11usion 

error,~ t ecome o the dignity o h an labor? 

- 14-
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beco.e 0 t e i nit .. 0 our spir tion nd our e or ? 
C. . 

t is 11 llu in, err eou • t eco e 0 rt? 

t t? t emp • to e s iritu 1 

--in cl , in i ent , n 

11 t i illu ion nd erro t rt itsel 

an illusion. 

o; ~c·enti ical yo e c not cce1t tis doc rin; 

nd o course it i ery fortun te t t ·sti sc·ent· t 

d believers in this ph·loso y o re not hri ti 

c enti t do not c rr out their contentions to the·r 

lo ic 1 

li 

i ter ib e co es ion o 

t e kn ss o· C nt ey 11 liv in ho e 

m ny o t r . ul h some 0 e u in 

s lendid c i t t re ch cteriz d more eir 

t b . eir 1·t • 

ctu 11 do rr . in c·rcles not 

Christin cience s t 1 error. 

• dd a sitatin conce s·on to 

ge, h c is, o cou.r e, 

i i th 1 g 1 

conces ion to the phy ic 1 

d moral r vi ion or 

g n tio n h ind. nt·1 .o s ·ritu 1 c e ti 

i di cerne int 

i do co 

here ·t car o l ense 

sen e a r el d ro 

h ded, 

ion of e 

toed, nd Hi 

o 1 se,--

c tout n it iritu l 

rri e ·11 con inu 

-15-
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ubject to sue mor 1 regu ation ~i l sec r incre sin 

vi1tue." hey not o ly ma e conce sions to ~ i g , ut 

s. ~ddy pp rently m kes onces ions to the ypoder ic 

needl. O p ge 464 of c·· ence nd 

If rom an in ury or :from y c use 

t r . 

i tian 

J..:Jddy s s: 

cientist 

er seized ·ith pin so v·o1ent t t e co 1 not tre t 

him elf mentally--an t_ e cientists d filed to relie e 

him--he cou d c 11 eu.rgeo ho ould gi e im hypoder ic 

inJectio, n en t e pince sed ndle 

0 c" e ent 1 . nus e 'rove 11 ting and hod 

£ st ht hich i ood. '" 

y f vor should e sho b C 
. ence 

·o-t e ypoderm • c nee le nd not to instr ent, 

or hy, 0 t e e - ound, 1 n ooth p in you 

ri l t u ly, 0 e tr ct 

it, one f il consent to di e. e 

JOU d t i t Chr·· <":<ti n c·enti ts n 1 be i ever 

th· ne e di Of cour e 

WO ds 0 not ch re . li e a OU 

nd I re conce d 

, en 
.-/1..P 

eople de d liia 

• I de h is no re 1 y, 

hy is es e 1 U 0 
z 

' ' t t hey e peo e rom 

0 ot ive uch doct ·n C n i tently 

be use it . not n. It ch 1 n e her ion l , e 

lo ic 1 , he intell ctu l, t ctic ..... n tu:re# 0 n. 

- 1 6-
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t is e is titude to 1 t is. 

Jud . s does not de y t e r ty 0 m tter; ud oe 

not t t 10 enses ie. Jud is pl ces m tte 

econd r osition o spir·t. I.) ir·t m y do in te nd 

control matte . hi tex ma e sub·ect to c n c, to 
' 

fluctu ti n, • pir·t is ete_n l· 
' 

spirit 

y contro l ut tter is re 1. 

Yumy s 1' is on y re tively re 1, re to you, 

re -l to your e~_ erience . but ter 1 is 1 .... t • 

a '1 I V 
~ 
.I. • C ot et 0 t of 0 

ki • t is e t e ~ erience t ing t nd i it i..., 

re tive o us it · s ·ery re to u t u 

• tel ectu 1 notion th t ·n t e presence o God there is 

no evil is not to rel' ve u 

vit 1 eri nces 0 our 

i . d i 

id m tter come into t e or 

ad re te 

t m tter is to 

d 

Je • 

nru ... 

• 

p 
" 

d? V group 

' od is 11-no 1e ... 

bter; to deny 

oes 

nd co pellin 

0 

0 il so 1er 

ul, 4od 18 

d t 'lit 

God ·s 11-

e n 

ere t·ng so et1in o to not ·n. 1 er .J ..., never t • n.e 

hen • e 1orld w snot, ec use ime is not re lity, it 

exited. i o 1 an i cident o mot·on. he wold 

dist 

orld, 

irit ind~ 1 ing int e orld n dom·n ting 

ere tive. int e li ent ' ·rt, co t ntl 
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croat·n t conotantl • unctio i nd cont ntl domin ting 

th un·ve e. ly int t en c~n yo s a of 0 

ere to " • --z 
I 

OU 0 t. r? h t i n 

or t e ret of the rn n is 

nd od. h s e en tten ed n ~er t t 
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In discussing Christian Science and Judaism, I 
shall endeavor to emphasize their points of con­
trast, their difference . I discuss thi subject, fir t, 
because it falls naturally within the scope of our 
series, "Judaism and Other Religions"; secondly, 
because the contention is frequently heard that 
Christian Science i Judaism perfected or supple­
mented, that it is the highest expression of Juda­
ism; and, thirdly, because I am frequently asked 
the question, "Can a good Jew be a Christian Scien­
tist?" I shall address myself principally to the last 
two contentions. I shall endeavor frankly to estab­
lish the fact that Chri tian Science and J udai m 
are not compatible and that a good Jew can not be 
a Christian Scientist. 

I sha11, of course, tre-at of this • ubject in the same 
spirit of reverenc 1e with wh:ich we have treated all 
other religions. I have repeatedly said that any 
religion that has helped men to be better and 
stronger has truth in it and. mu -t be spoken of in 
a spirit of reverence.. I am the last man to say that 
Christian Scienc,e, any more than Chri tianity, or 
Mohammedani.s,m or Bt1iddhism, or any other re­
ligion, ha no truth in it at all and an not be 
seriou ly entertained. We shall speak f it rever­
ently, but we shall speak of it frankly as we have 
spoken of other religions, frankly and we hope, 
truth£ ully. 

First of all, let me take up Mrs. Eddy' attitude 
towards J udai m and her con eption of Judaism. 
It would be interesting to know what the founder 
of the faith ha to say of J udai m. On page 27 of 
Science and Health Mr . Eddy ay "The Jewish 
conception of God as only a mighty hero and king 
has not yet given place to the true knowledge of 
God. Creed and ritual have not yet lean ed their 
hand of Rabbinic law. Today the cry of bygone 
age i repeated 'Crucify him.' " . The J ewi h con­
ception of God a only a migh~y hero and kmg ! 
Surely Mrs. Eddy who prided her elf o much 
upon her cientific mind, ought to know better. I,t 
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Now for example hi torical anal • he Bible 
and Bibli al ritici m ha e e tabli h nd que -
tion of doubt the fa t that the B human 
docum nt having all th weakne e and the fail­
ing of hu'man authorship· that it i a llection 
of writing of many age ; that it ha myth and 
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fiction, and legends, and moral homily and ethical 
codes; that there is grain and there is chaff. But 
Mrs. Eddy takes it all as inspired. The stories of 
the book of Genesis, for example, which are on the 
face of them myths, common to the Babylonians, 
and the Egyptians, and the Hebrews, and all 
Semitic peoples, are taken and interpreted spiritu­
ally and hidden meanings are found in them and 
direct reference to Christian Science. For example, 
Mrs. Eddy takes the story of creation, of chapter 
one of Gene is, and after interpreting that chapter 
to suit herself and explaining words to mean what 
they ought to mean and not what they really do 
mean she come up against chapter two of the 
book of Genesis, which i another and a contradic­
tory account of reation. The Bible sometime has 
two, three or four accounts of the same tory. The 
story of The Flood i a blending of three di tinct 
ver ion . Thi earlier account of Creation found 
in chapter two Mrs. Eddy refu e to accept entire­
ly, because it , tates th.at man was cr,eated out of 
du t and similar "un dentific" fictions. She accepts 
the fir t account as truth and. the econd one he 
reject as mortal error. Now, this deliberate mys­
tical and subjective interpretation of the Bible was 
common to an my tic of all ages and i of course, 
a hopeles , thing.. You can read ab olutely anything 
into the Bible provided you agre 1e on a key. When 
you find in the Lord' Prayer "Give u thi day our 
daily bread " and u take that t mean not the 
imple prayer for bread, whi h we find in the Old 

Te tament al but a pra er ' to feed ur famished 
affecti n ' and when Paul ay t Tim th., "Take 
a little win~ f r thy t mach and f r thy infirmi­
tie " Paul d e n t mean wine, but "under tand­
ing ' the tudy of the Bible be me ab olutely 
hopele . e a ritical tudent f the Bible, 
mu t deliberately gi e up the entir idea f "a key 
t the cripture ' an m re than , e an a cept a 
key to the w rk i Homer r hak peare. The 
only key w an a ept i the ke hi h hi t ry 
and the ci n f language and the tud of m­
parati religi n an gi u . But an arbitrary 
m tical interpr tati n f the Bihl ,e mu t refu e 
t accept. 

Mr. dd 
ture and a 

a k t th rip­
r e ~amp] "Bab I ' 



d e not mean the Gate f God,' but ' elf-de troy­
ing error a kingdom di ided again t it elf whi h 
can not tand." nd Canaan doe n t mean 
Canaan but it mean '·a en uou belief the t ... ti­
mony of what i termed material en e. Dan the 
on of Jacob d e not reall de ignate Dan, but 
animal magneti m - ailed m rtal mind con­

trolling m rtal mind, error w rking out the de igns 
of error." The do e poken f in the flo d tory 
doe not mean a d e but a ymb l f di ine 
cien e purit and pea e h pe and faith. ' The 

River Euphrate d e not mean th River Euphra­
te . It m _an di ine cience ncompa ing the 
uni er e and man th true idea f G d." .. nd the 
Ri er ih n d n t mean the Ri er Gih n. It 
mean ' the right f n a kn wledg d m r-
all , i ill and iall . ' h the Ri r ihon 
h uld mean ri ht f , m n and n t pr hibiti n 

, e do n t kno,, ! 
v thi i n a mere in id _ ntal criti i m of 

ien e and Health It i ver vital becau e the 
Bible i on tantl re orted to and caHed t bring 
te tim ny to e tabli h the truth of Chri tian ci­
ence. Unle , we hut our eyes to all the knowl dge 
we ha e accumu]ated in centuries and go back to 
the unbridled and un ontroUed mystici m f the 
middle age wie mu t ay d Hberatem can 
not accept ,either thi key to the S riptu:r r any 
other key becau e th cripture are human docu­
ment and , e mu t tudy them a we would any 
other human document. We can not accept any 
arbitrar key so a t r ad ur wn n ti n into 
them, el e we can on truct a thou and religi n a 
day and find them all in the Bihl ." 

ow th n let look to th m taphy i f hri -
c·en e. L t u h_ave fr . Eddy her elf de­

fine hri tian cien e. " hat i the cientific 
tat m nt f being? Th r i n lif truth int lli­

gence n r ub tan in matter. 11 i infinit find 
and i ii fi. 1ite manife tation f r d i 11-in-all. 

pint i mortal ruth • matt r i rtal error. 
pirit i the real and ernal; matt r i th unr al 

and t mp ral. pirit i od and man i Iii image 
and lik n henc man i piritual and n t mate­
rial." In other w rd od i pirit • th ref re, 

d an reate nothin but what i of the pirit; 
therefor matter d e n t e i t. It i not r al. It 
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is an illusion, an error of the mortal mind. God is 
good; therefore, everything that God creates is 
good ; therefore e ii ha. n reality, and sickne , 
di ea e and pain and uffering are merely errors 
and illu i n of the mortal mind. I think that is 
a fair and almo t complete tatement of the funda­
mental d trine f Chri tian Science. 

Let me ay, t begin with that thi i not a rev­
elation of r . Eddy' . or i it peculiar to Chris­
tian cien e. Thi i a metaphy ical concept which 
wa known t the philo ophic chools and theologic 
chool hundred of year ago. Long before the 

time of J e u there wa a hool of philo opher 
in Gree kn wn a the Eleatic Sch 1 f which 
Parmenide wa the repre entati e that denied on 
philo ophi gr und - not on religiou gr und -
the reality of matter. And many my tic chool in 
almo t e er religion e pecially in the religion of 
the Mohammedan , and in the religion of the Jews 
during the middle age likewi e held to thi con­
cept that God being pirit everything that ha real 
e i ten e mu t be piritual and that God, being 
g d, n e ii . an exi t in the :\1" rid. • 

The nly ib • • . Eddy ha 
mad t thi ep ia ntribu-
ti n. but li thi h d rat ly 
id ntifi d thi ap h ri tian-
it and that h m ling qualit of 
thi prin ipl . 

Phil phi all r thi p • a -- ideali -
m ni . m • • hat i in the idea-

pirit. But th hi th ry, 
, ll ~ f an u h th w her do 

and illu ion f matter riginate? If 
hat i piritual 

ilJu i n r rr r f matt 
i11u i n f th m rtal mind. rtal 
mind originat ? the 
1a f in 1 rh 
hr u h all th p 
h ~ 1 hit p hi al 

i n and • u v ill n 
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of human life. Where doe thi "apparent duali m 
originate. 

More er one mu t di tingui h b t, n an illu-
ion and an appearan e. Ju t b au e n thing is 

not a real a the other it d n t foll v that it 
i unreal entirely. Ju t be au matter may not 
ha e the ame eternal reality a pirit, ju t b cau e 
it i ubject to the law f hange and the n-
laught f time and pa e it d e n t f 11 w that 

it i an illu ion. "An illu ion i a belief in me­
thing that doe not exi t; an appearan e i a belief 
in mething which i not a impl a u think 
it i ." . 

Phi hically it i difficult t 
becau ne can n t a unt f r th 
the il n f matter in th w rld. 

Theologically, al o n a t it 
d i.. pirit; th e • er 
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tates to you and that which your higher elf dic­
tate to you. If you deny evil you deny free will 
and morality e meaningle . 

Moreover, f good an(\ the text book 
of Chri • an eak abundantly of good. 
What i go ne ha ever een ab olute 
go d. ha n w ab ut ab olute good? 
You k w becau e you know evil. If 
ther , e n the world ·ou would ne, er 
kn w at . If th re were n darkn in 
the w rid • ou would never realize what light is. 
If there w re to ta te) ou, ·ould ne er 
kn w , hat bi . If there wer not a back-
ground of ii ld be no mu i in the 
w rld. II lif ibl through ontra t . 
G d and evi e and the rever e of 
the • -1 n interpolation in life, 
min n t a di a nee. It i n t a fal e 
n t me f life. It i part of the ery 
har with ut hi h life i impo ible. 

, racl i u I i \ Te h uld not 
kn a uch a thin • ·u "d inju ti e 
not • * * Health o atiet and 
re 1ade . • t b k ril. hunger 
and f e. 

th T it i untenable and ci ntifi ally it 
i untenable. T d ny the - reility of matter and 
the int r • • • ter and mind • o den all 
th a u ti kn wledg f th ag 
b cau e e rim ntat , ith mat-
ter. To tel lidit 
en e , • hann c nitio 
ntir 1y rr call 

and den i human k 
cau human k e i a 
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you say that matter and the w rld about you i 
ju t an illusion and error b the 
dignity of human lab r . \ b the 
dignity of your a piration a ur It i 
all illu ion ain erroneou . art? 
What i art? rt i an attempt t 
itual idea through a material m di , in 
pigment in tone. If all that i illu rr r, 
art it elf i an illu i n. 
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. mentally. Thu we 'pro e all thing and hold' fa t 
that which is good.' " 

Why fav r houJd be hown by Chri tian Science 
to the hypodermic needle and not to any other sur­
gical in trument or why, on the same ground, 
when a tooth pain you frightfully a denti t should 
not be alled in to extract it, one fails to learn. 

Chri tian Scienti ts e en con ent to die! One 
would think that Chri tian Scientists and all be-
1iever in thi theory would never die. Of course, 
they u e other name for death. But word do not 
change realitie . 

A far a you and I are concerned, when people 
publish "the lander" about a man that he died, he 
is dead-reall . If death i not a reality why i it 
that Chri tian Scienti t pride themsel e o fre­
quentl upon the fa t that the ha e a ed people 
from death? 

Now ne can n t li e uch a d ctrine con i t­
entl r becau e it i n t human. It hallenge the 
rati nat the logical . the inteUectual , the practical 
nature f man .. 

-,.,, what i the J ewi h attitude to all thi ? 
J udai m d e not deny the r,eality o f matter. Juda­
i m doe not ay that the en e • lie. J udai m place 
matter in a ec ndary po ition to pirit. Spirit may 
dominat nd control matter· matter ma be ub­
j t t hange, t flu tuation, t time, t pa e. 

pirit i. ternal ; pirit may control matt r, but 
matt r i. real. u ma a that it i onl rela-
ti rely real. real t u, real t ur e 6 ped n e • 
but aft r all hat i all that u and I ar intere ted 
10. et u of ur . kin. It i that 
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nothing. There wa never a time when the world 
wa not, be au e time i not a realit . It i only 
an accident of motion. The world alway exi ted. 
God i the Spirit indwelling in the world and d m­
inating the world; a creative, intelligent pirit, 
con tantly creating. con tantly fun ti ning and 
c n ·tantly d minating the uni er e. Only in that 
en ,e can ou peak f God a a reator." 

In either ca e, whether e a ume that the uni­
ver e i an actual creati n of G d r nly the eter­
nal dwelling place of God, , ho d minate it the 
material a pect of it i generall ackn wledged. 

Why then, if God i the Lord and reat r of the 
uni •er e omnipotent doe He permit e il to exi t? 
J udai m maintain that in God's si.ght ther i n 
e il. Good and e il are ne. But a far a, human 
life i concerned. e i1 i f it very warp and woof. 
Evil make Iif e po ible. J udai m maintain that 
it i good and evil, truggle and a hie ·ement, joy 
and orrow that blend into the perfect harmony 
of e i tence. J ud.ai m ha , dedared, "I form the 
light and create darkne : I make peace, and re­
ate e il.' ( I aiah 45: 7.) Judai m ha aid, "B ,_ 
hold. I have et before y u thi da lif and d 
death and e il. h o e lif ' Deuter n my 13: 
15. 

J udai. m further maint • t · • ~ i i ipline 
in lif gr , thr h 
th u n, . and t 

l b hr n 
di , and f • , and 
orrow, and pain. Th That 

i d tra· an u 
t the fi t i i 

aft u ha 
• 1 pu~ 

• d 
e 

f 

. f 
r a n 

• th 
thi n-

Sorrow is salutary. 
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Thr uo-h r at tribulati n we enter into the king-
d m. Trial are pr f of d are. 

Bu ill ou ha e aid nothing of the 
h ali r tian ience. D esn't that 
pr th? If the principle of a faith is not 

un n any aid t ha e been produced 
b th rin iple e traced not to that princi-
ple it but to incidental ir um tance of 
that prin iple. I inciple of the unreality of 
matter and e il i phi phically theologically, 
ethi all and • n call true then the effect 
of that t ed me ther ource than 
t th r d we can trace it to another 
our 1 po\J hri tian c1ence 

no m h truth o • tian ie e than 
the healing p r f Lourde or t. 

n B a a nd othe acred 
h • f t da a f primiti da 

e tru 1 he hrin or of 
t i f er religion. e 

n the other· 
ri h rin t. nne de 
r Lourde , er and of 
i rformed feats of healing. 
cept t all but we make a religion neither 

of one nor of the. other b cau e ba k of it all i a 
ientifi truth hi h i being more and more rec­
niz d and defit ed. 

P h -the ti though a new "' cience has 
alread e ta · d the fact that man ailments f 
the human b nd their ource in th mind, in 
mental ab nor • • n p ych1c di turbance e pe-
ciall • b aberration • and when any 
d fi ul g bear , hich bring the 
• ind to through ner ou chan-

• a a ·1 t a definite 
tr the aberra-

1 e • d and a 
d. That h demon-

b n f blind-
nd hun of oth r 
-t rap di-

• P · p ch -
tic not a re-

lt g o do with the Bible or with 
J u r ~ 1 i tianit r with Judai m. It is 

12 



a science and as that science continues to develop 
greater boon wiU come to humanity. 

In other words, it is not the creed, the religion, 
the shrine, the holy man that performs the cure. 
It is that release of nervou tension, or that im­
pulse that comes to you through ab olute faith in 
the curative power of the faith r th hri e, or th 
object, or the man, or God Himself. That is the 
efficacy of prayer. Hundreds of million of men 
have known that for centuries. They have prayed 
and have been cured, and it needed no new revela­
tion to establish that fact. 

Such faith cures may be effected by object 
which are palpably fraudulent. "The Heretic of 
Moncone," says Paul Sabatier, in hi life of t. 
Francis of As i i, "made a portrait of the Virgin, 
representing her as one-eyed and toothle aying 
that in his humility Christ had cho en a very ugly 
woman for hi mother. They had no diffi ulty in 
healing several ca es of di ea e by .it mean . The 
image became famous, was venerated almo t every­
where and accomplished many miracle until the 
day when. the heretics divulged the deception to 
the great scandal of the faithfuL" 

But you will say,, "You pray to God be healed 
and then you run to the doctor ."' Well, you pray 
to God to giv1e you your daily br1ead and then you 
run to the bak1er·., And Christian Scientists who 
believe in the unreality of matter al o have constant 
recourse to the baker. 

It is no reflection upon the Deity that we run to 
the doctor or the baker. On the contrary it i a 
realization that God work through man. We do 
not sit ack with folded arm and expect bread to 
drop from heaven. We go to work we toil and 
labor and a k of God to give us trength. We use 
our hand and our mind to upply u with our need 
and we u e the hand and the mind of men­
whether they be phy i ian r baker r miner or 
teacher - to uppl certain need of our liv . 

It i of our e a purely arbitrary thing to iden­
tify thi cience of healing with hri t1anity. You 
might a we11 identify it with an ther religion. 
J esu n more di covered it than onfuciu or any 
other man. J e u believed in the r ality of evil, 
and even more than that he believed that the whole 
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w rld '\'\i a · il and he anticipat d th 
Kingd m f d , hi h would de t 
world. If we read the Te ta 
he en belie ed in the d 

To a t • 
h d p 
d 
e 

t 

t 
t 

ming f the 
thi wicked 

rrectl 

the 
g the 

an h aling 

l 
t e ng. 

• act hich 
J p r-
a hi 

en-
h ha 
1 nee 
n . It 
rth f J u 

- at in th mind of 
a r .-, 111 n c i u f Mary the 

truth amel that n t be en of 
man but of God - that man i pirit. But to k 
up th y f th Virgin Birth and we aw that 
the tor .. i ba p n a fa tran ation of 
a Bib ord in th • k of I ai . It i entirely 
a fiction read into the epic of J e u b ca e a cer­
tain man read hi Greek tran lat n and did not 
read hi Hebrew original. 

I d ri tian 
ep m nt 

e e e learn i d criti-
call. erning the characte u the idea 
of Chri t or t\te Logo . 

J udai m an not a ept hri tian cience, fir t 
f all becau e it can not accept the unreality of 
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matter a a fact in li 
all human in titu • 
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