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. . ., T-'ICAL AT T • 
' ...J - --

~ ST 55th -
2nd , 1919, 

here are two fundamental condi ions in et'ic 1 

culture: one , the supremacy in h n lie elie~s o 

moral conduct . Righteous cond ct holds the pl ce of 

re - eminence in human relationships; and , secondl , ht 

moralit , the good life , i not nece saril dependent u.on 

theology , upon the elief in the exi ence of od. o , 

Jith the first of thee princi les, or conviction , 

Judaism, of cour e, has an c 

from the very earliest t me h 

have no quarrel . Judai m 

signed the place of 

priority and ,:ire - eminence n life not to el·e o f h, 

but to con uct--the e hical life. hri ti nit as aul 

formul ted it theology , decl res he crying f C in 

hum n li e is belie tha.t alv tion i condi ioned on 

elief th t s 1 tion cannot be ined hrou h ri h eous 

con UC onl: , ut th elief in the creed or the 

doc 8ll a enunc . ted b., ir • nd do te b the chu ch 

i a nre - reo . si e ·o s lv t·on • 
J.; -

0 t no~here in he i le nnd nowhere in he 

r b inic \ ri n co nd , ou sh 

8 

believe , 0 

do ou ·ind 

ind no such co nd · n he Dec o ue , h u 

hal believe in he Lord. J m h-s e h sized e 

thou h th t m n i elev ed and ex 1 ed olely h ou h 
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the or 1 conduc nd the moral ex erience 0 his li e ' 

--no creed but e . not the hol lo dogm ut be hallowe 
' ' 

lie u is has pre che • Bee llSe of tha u 

as a 1 ime pre che he id 0 he Nor hihilenes 

of '1 . .,.. ~ he re n experiences , the di 
' 

0 human rcla ·on hip. udaism s never epreci te 

life . t a ne r maint - ined th t lie is one ce 0 pool 

o corrup ion; th t man is a undle o sin nd errors , 

and h(; t n must e cape r m ll e i n oder o es ve . 

I e spoken o th t ver n 

oug ti f d men ·1 o 

ve ag in , c use ha 

o er concen ion of e·i h 

ism 

theo ogy. udaism ha~ ca s a ha o o o nd ncti ie ...... 

nd ignifie hum n lie , n t ere ore i h s 

ri~hteous conduct ...... cl mor 1 • ty ~und men a l , p e-eminent 

c of h m life. 

, o th ethical c ure , hen it adop hi 

rinc:iple ..1• 
0 .1. 

' 
further·n the o je of our 

.i. t . The ou.nd r 0 .1. e ' • c 1 c ure is mos r to 

c kno\ ledge i a most com lete in e ednes o he oral 

co cep ion o the prophet f Isr e • e o e n 

over t em r lit o ethical cul h as 

i ce and muin.prin- he e, u o he 

if ae • n tha poin e re on • \nd th ethical 

C ure. c·e 

1, one 

rvice . nth 

, in m kin_ mor 

mo noble n 

ho t er· o o 

con 

mo 

ct th im 

pr i eworth 

he r e ce , 

bac ,:. onl 187 , th <thic 1 culture soci i h ve 

- -
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cu 1 contri u e great d o he upli - of 

c r •· in inner communi ies , to he evelopment of more 

modern ped gogy for the tr inin of the young , o ·he 

inculcation o 

men and ~om n . 

oun ' , m ral principles in the hea 

s stich the e hie ct1lture s ciety 

0 

justified it existence . rt h,o been an agent n an 

ins rument of od. 

But it i 7ith the second contention ha 

Juda · m take issue , th t the mor 1 lie i~ indepen ent 

s 

0 od . ~ind you , ethical culture is not nti - re i iou . 

1 thical cul ure doe not den the existence o To . 

~thi cal culture is no~ even agnostic . noctor dler , 

who is the found r of the et '.ical cul Uie movemen , 

i imself a deeply r ligi 

ou an I ; t the conten io 

n , believin in od , 

e hical cul ure i 

s 

th t 

ou can have mor·l code nd n e h'cal culture Su ndard 

devoi of any t heologic content --th t societ: ma s up 

or is go 1 the ethical oc ie t and not neces aril od . 

nd the id al that unites the men an r in~ them int o 

ello ship o e hie 1 culture i n t one theology or 

no her , one creed or another , t the r or 1 i on .LOr 

righ eo ne s . the esi e to develop hem~elve an 

h lp other to develop them elve mor l ly . 

o~ , d ism main ins th t ou c nno have a 

moral code without res uppo in e exi tence o nod . 

i n you , o not t man canno e moral 1i bout 

believin in God . OU d I Y-Jl ~ of many men who r e 

exempl i n t hei r mo r 1 lives , and do not el i e ve in 
- -
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od. But then you and knm of any men ~ho 0 elieve 

in God and ho are not exemplary int eir mor 1 conduct , 

ust as i is po si ble to 0 moral vi tho t believ·ng in 

od, 0 i i pos ible to believe in od nd be i oral . 

•!hen ay " ssible' me n that t ere re men of th t ,J 

t pe. em int in that both po itions are illogic 1 , 
type o 

th t bo h "men have 1ot become concious of the full 

im ic tions of their po itions. · ie n intain and udai m 

main r ins that no man can e trul religious wi ho 

at t e same time eing trul 0 
' 

n th t no m n c n 

be t ul mo 1 11i thou t he same time ein trul 

religious. B t e do recogn·ze the t that men y be 

mo 1 Wi hout havine- rea oned Oll the why nd the where ore . 

of their mora i y ' and tha m y led mor 1 lives ecaus 

0 soc 1 pre SU e 0 pu lie i ion, or d 

or r a inin...,., or h i --for thousand don reason --r1ith 

OU having the selve critically an lyz the re son or 

h moral cond ct in t .he ir moral lives. t i he n v'8 

b in to .. k the ,hy and the herefo e h e re driven 

ack pon the concept o . God. 

he 0 itionof ud i m is hi . un e s 0 . 
beliov th t there is n intelligent guiding and con roling 

iri in vorld , that s ures for out e wor hwhil 

n s 0 you of yo or 1 endea ors , h t rant es , 

sit ore , or OU the intere t pon the investment 

0 your 0 :Ir nd yo r nd labors- - unles 

OU lie e th t there is a ri 0 ide 0 our elv • 
that make or righteou ne unles OU el · eve h t our 

' - 4-
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efforts wil nev r prove futi e , that y Jur endeavor Jill 

never be in v in , tha yours c ifices can ne er e en i 

ly for no account , beca e there i~ sniri 

sures the moral pur. ose and he morul go 1 o the 

unive se , our e ors , our exertions nd ~our gonies 

mind an soul w il e in vai n. ., hy should m n choose 

the good when the good involve depred tion an~ u fering. 

f lie is d minted by fate. f e are not conscious in 

or elves that here is irit that propel u , and urges 

us to do the right ting~ 1d if that spirit wil see 

that 01r righteous acts ill tell , why hould a man cndeavo 

to devel p himself t gre t cot , at cost of remen ou 

di co ort o hirsel or grea sacri ice , i e e is not 

in the orld ujding s~ ·t th t cunts our e ors d 

give un o th m n • lti tee ect·vene nd ur o e ul-

ness? 1 lhy s1 uld ve ·r to uild more ec y 

or he u nd t t ame time suf er OU se ve . 

'ho knows l that u ure w 11 be. rho lmow ihe her 

OU effort are not fter all merely blind gro ing 

leadi no ·1here. od i th axio 0 the mor 1 li • 

. r. m s , in 11 · p ycholo y 0 cl i io 

exper · ence , up hi hough hen he y 
' .Tod ' 

exi ence .&.;' e r ntee of an "de 1 or e tha sh 1 

be er nen ly pre erved . 0 may e merel po ul t 

0 0 r or 1 1 · ·e ; u i tb.o od C n no 

mo 1 f e. or ocie • r . dle r, ho o under o et ic l 

cul ur him el eco n ze f C yo u cannot 
t 

i l d u beaut i ul struc r i thout rs t ding an 
- 5-
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endurin ba i for it , 'Jhich is ,.od. • ~n so he y t 

'So believe t t there i a hio-her e n t ate 

divine realt in things. his aing is not like man , 

is no he , or she , or it. 
' 

id not make the worl as 

c r en er k • table , or s n arch tee build.s ' 

hou. e . n attempting to descri e his Being nguage 

fail , imagination rows d.i'7zy , hou ,ht is ar 1 ze . " 

mo ral gro n and in the 1 t n 1 sis on ora gr~und~ 

on y , ass me t he exiatence of such bein • h t 

can y b wa~ of de cri~tion i that t ere erll exi~t 

h hich corresponds to the r 1 ideal, th ~ there is 

pov,er back o the e fort to ~ard.s right ., ou nes , ... ich 

gi es e ect to i ey n our inite p er • 

ovJ , i it i O tr e t t e hi cal cul ur , when 

iven to a ogical cone u io must likewis he 

nee OJ. f:'!O , it i r fr m u 

It i fer in thi one thing: th · cal culture m int~ins 

t e kno o i le abou od th od cannot eco e 

he motive , the ri ing orce of 0 r e hical li e , the 

attern 0 r mor 1 ence V r 0 - - i i too r nscend. n 
' 

too far re . oved. , 11 ge cannot e r s im , Oll • h 

cannot gr p • e i ~ ut we kn nothing o im . , 
' 

nd 0 the . 
1 e 0 tle e hical cu ure li e cannot 

keep GO 
' 

i mu ha e eifie societ 
' 

Ci 1 

org niz t ·on ... e ec ,ed in he ut re , h vin~ 11 r e t 

nd 11 o er, all lor of he ide 1 m ral ta e 

and dut th t u t e dr ·vin 
' 

mo ve pow r 0 one 

ethic 1 life . 
- 6-
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,hile • t . s t ue th e c n no l i le 0 

od , onidus cen ur· e .. 0 id h u cannot 

pply t God any ttributes 0 goodne 
' 

or greatne t 

or o er, ec ~e eve ttrib te th -4 . you e plo is a I.I 

h an att ibute , n no h e.n. he only 1 • ng 

n .. ,t 0 t at e i • OU C n pos ul te 

ence n othin e se. t a ti .e 0 

. 
muc C n ~e po t 1 e of an i d 1 so i at do ~ 

YJlO h ociet a hund ed t 0 e r ro 

today '/ u e? he i eal society n thin more 0[ 1, -
more apparent , more ·n piri , posses i m ~e dr • vin 

and COT pe n p 1Jer h n us ec use we C nnot 

k '1 UC r:!od i, e a.ny re we t 

rel ate 0 a p itiOn eme an cendence , 

enti e 0 co an of o r deil liv s an 

0 d ·1 .. n e u ec e l litt e i i 

em din ~i ·ste 
' 

ill for 11 i rn e rem in 

hrouded i n er 
' 

s th re son ilb i/C m s 

th· od is lu e y o t 0-C' el tion ·th u 

.Lhe fo ndor of e C cul ur 1 p 

h r o 1 1 s he up eme hin n i e ore wlich 

men st ra e hem el e ... en Cal e r ·1 or hi • I.I 

1 m 0 no ro tr e t' m elves C or t e VI 

0 1 on-- hey o e 
' 

ill" 1 0 illingl • 

i c nnot force in heir i ve 0
' 

. 
C not help ec m 

t m; it c nn t co fort the , it o ·n • 

C ot o d m on o the uprcm hei 0 

th m, t 

er· ice. 

ut 

m rel de crip ive thin; i i not d n mic 
-7-
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forc e. u ism says i od mus be postul t as he 

cau e of i,e mo al li e , a the suret and uar ntee 

0 he ;. oral 1 . .c 1.1.e , then 0 also e pos t ulated s the 

ideal , the driving 0 ce , he urge, d the im ... 1 e and 

the goal of 0 .or 1 li e . n tha is ud is 

a .. s , 1 e shLll e holy . 1 lhy. e , ' I ' he .!Jor t 

0 ' holy .' udaism sa·s , ' ~hou ~halt ove 

tb nei hbor as th sel . 'h m the Jord . ' 

law --the r or 1 1 hat expres es i el in our 

live . ou become conscio of --of practic·ng nd 

obeying he mor ] .la . .nd moral 1 l ic 

revelation, the tochnic through w' ich 

nd becom., realized in your lives . n 

ch nnel o 

move nd c 

n the rabis h ve 1. an is made in the 

image o God . e a inly Gol • 

n can e e in i ... it e . 

t 

st 

ic 1 ing t'.a.t 

mm r c i ul 

so be tho 0 m n , merciful ; . st a t am racious , so be 

t OU gr cious ; j t as 1 ·ust 
' 

e bou jus • ' o 

is he t rn ~ h ife , and .L id.ea o n 

li ·e is l,he imitation of 0 • re cribe un o od , i t 

s true , all th t • f 'n st in ur oin ives ,-- 11 our 

ef orts nd llour p er aised to he n h degr e . 

Th t i od , nd th t i 11 ie ca kno•J 0 rod , and th~t 

i 1 e n .. to do OU od . d ism elie e in 

~)O for its own aka ; 1n doin 00 without ex ect ing 

re\:J rd . One 0 the r bi i-
t ' Be not sl vs erve 

thei mas ers in orde r to their re~ rd · t b e 

ike men erve t hei le er i t hot t e pectin y 
-8-



• 

• I 

•✓ 

reward. ut i has l~ays sumo he existence 

o Jod as the ttesta ion , the gu rantee, 

of ur oral exis ence . 

e Cl ncti ic tio 

m , wh t prom ted ical cu ture in o in 

i the ac at i de .. 1ire .. to bring en together or 

mor al act· i ies ithout n ref rence to their theolo.....,ic 

belie s. Th i prai eworthy; th t is n old hin • 

ut ~h mu OU 0 g ni~e ne 1 eligion for th t urpose? 

The reliR'iOU e lOVJ ip is not the only fe ow 'hi in 

our i e. e 1 nd entile may be united into mn another 

fellowshi for the sake of moral activit. ethic 1 

culture \ ere e 1 societ aiming "'·o ring en o 

all iths and creed' togevher ~or the s e o doin, 

f r expe i ent in ~Ji th ce ·t • n al eat tires , then here 

f uld be no comp -int t be e of it , nd ·ts e fecti e -

nes and u e ulne s ~-0uld have been much re ter o a ,--if 

it h d endea ored merely 0 up lem nt e c1urch, to 

dd eth n to i • u ihen i e 0 0 u ti u e 

the ch rch , to become a ... hurc n nd eligion 

it el , mu t il. mus E . ic 1 C 1 

ack ogm -- om h ...,h gre in in o -4- e orld , v 

do m ha turned m n ag in h. ro r , og1 h een 

re pon ible for w:...r , .l.Or lood hed , for yr a • h t 

• s rue . ut u ism ha . never p eac ed ogm . t w 

onl ith e ri e of ed n·s nd he pro ... e. nd 

h t · anit d i corn 1 to e end . l f 0 en 

ag in t t ac rom o her rel· on 
' 

th it ca led 

upon to 0 la e pr·ncip e 0 C in C ee • ut 
- 9-
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the e ogma er never bindin3; he~c dogm never 

carrie the a hori 0 sinner t t eel red · 0 

e epre ent tively e ish . creed i necess ry . 

nd D . ... dler hir, sel sa. 
' 

n ·e do no s that croe 

i unimportant . on he contrary , ones ould tr~ to hink 

out h • s own creed; bu no one sho 1 at tempt o -Poree 

his creed upon another. " .c ou Nant to have a uni ied 

lie , you must devolve you own cree . You c nno o 

through life merely doin~ cer ain mo r 1 cts ~i ho 

ex erience and initi ed . ~he emu e a un • ied 

princ ple in our lie , and tha i a c eed . 

ud ism h s th t creed , and that cree is 1ot 

s·athe in dog s 

ultr - cientific . 

e an i- cien i ic. u a i s 

tis s ience plus. ut it i .. "' not 

anti - scianti ic. 

t eon 0 l 

be n able o ,ith .. and 

c en i ic discoveries for he last 

one h mdred - ears , and aism il e to with nd , 

n y , o 1elcome 1 the discoveries o cience fo a 

tho11sand e r to come , withou i any ,a hurting its 

und nt 1 '30undnes of mind d 0 • 

thical culture i rBlj ion ccordin- 0 he 

ounder and the ciples . Th t m 1 e great concession 

to religion. · e ha e a ine 0 c nno 

h ve r • on ~ th o" cer monie and w· t hout ri tu l an 

11i th ut r e • .. e have 1 ma t in , th t m n c nnot 

live rely •i h n r C y .. te 1 or code 0 ethics . 

t i logic 1. i re.,·olutionar 0 h . co e. t 

st · mu in i i n help ul. .. n nee t he n 1 

-10-
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i rm h , he enthusiasm, he th ·11 o.r. eli ion , nd 

there ore m n nee the C rernon es d e y ol nd 

the ritual . .11 li e , in ense, i mbol nd ceremony . 

Speec is s , b 1 and thou~h is a sy 0 • n he 

r itual of t ... e re i ion . 
l. ... me rel he r .o re ig on; 

an the cerem . of the eligions are T, he 

dro.matized impulses of eligion an t e s ol 

0 t e i ion re merel the mu ic 0 ion 

eople thi t e e · Y, he wo uld lti .; e 

co~€ t o ~c in acer ~in de ini e ~ay , and in he course 

of time th t il l become conge led in rel · ious ceremony 

in acer r in religio d 

decidedl help ul , so much o 

h· s e u o dopt hem. 

t ethic 1 culture itself 

culture 0 k it 

adhere ts to a end serVice on nda morn · n . 1he are 

not c e e vices , ut the- reall ar~ ervices . ~here 

re in o uce into he ervice music and re din 

C O in VJOr .... t t ta ce the pl ce of pr ers , nd he 

e hie culture societies o..c- \n lan h ve even e rte 

o al orn·l : u 1 o~ t ir qerv~ces an h e 

ole ized rriages , th 

h vo even adopte a sort o 

ha e o ·ciated a de th, hey 

ap iL , hen Min~ o a 

chi They ha·e fonded their unday School 
' 

h 

h V ende vored to ke over a 1 h e wort h ii e in it -

tion o-" the church , proving concl hese e 

e sen i 1 0 h m n life , olu. e e enti 1 of 

um n li • n ac , • dle , com lain none o hi 

lect res , virt ·e 0 the t sks ·t is an in titu ion 
- 11-
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sacred to it member as a church. s pu lie 

e ercise , in ee • are simp e ,and e ackin in he 

c arm nd grace os essed b older in ti u ions • 

erh ps we may ho.et tin the u ure it 1il cq_· ir 

~ grace o its own , seemingly , in which 

it i ... nm de icient." hey crave f or h ch rm an t t 

grec o a religion hich u.d.ai m poses es in e und ce. 

here ore, to s up , the attit e of Judi m 

to ethica culture is deci edly a riendly one , for 

J aism recognize in i product of is 01n mind , and 

· ts o,n pl e. ud ism dif er~ it et ic 1 cult re 

upon one ct on ethic 1 C' ture main • ns th t v 1 

bid up net ic 1 cheme of lie ithout re erence 

to od. Jud ism m intains sue h cheme of 

ethic th t u uild u ·1 loc 

the • vi P- orce and realt , n 

o it· ene sand 

h po·er nd t e 
I 

surene s that one m sthave in order to ka he ethic 1 

lie. nd the fo1nder o ethical cul ure himsel h s 

ccepted the poi ion of d · a ~i hot en ea orin 

to ·mpose hi individu 1 conception upon o her m er 

o the e hie 1 c 1 ture ocie • 

n e eligion , religion o pr er ·nd 

no reli ion f p phlets . ·e nee re i ion of 

e o i n , and en i m n 
' 

nd ot e 1 ce m. Th 

ca.nno t. ·y hwn n li e . n hav e e ed 

th tone o h gr e kne 0 re ormed i m 

hat i s denu ed it elf 0 con en • h t i h 

t 

trippe it elf of th anti 1 thin 0 eligious 
-
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life , h t · th s nde vored consistently to deli it 

itsel to sys em of ethics, ·o getting tha man c nnot 

live in the re lm o the a tr ct t 11 t · mes , tha a 

mor 1 i e c nnot tain him and con ole hi. in nee t 

i l sorrow , in sicknes ... , in bereave. ent. he e insti tuti 

hich ges have bit up are urrounded wit so much o • 

glo io s memories and association th t reathe o much 

o~ sane it and glory, th become so .an be utif 

impulses in our live , - - these things re ess nti sin 

i e . And even tho e hich the ethical cul re iscip es 

h ve endeavored to o away i h , t e h ve inevi bl 

been compe led to return o them. e need a riag te 

m~n - c lored , a p lpitati - reli ion , a reli ion ht 

is b se upon the elicf t t o 1 in i 0 ·or d , rO 

is in he ven ; all is ell wi h he iorld ; we are 

workin out he pu o e of rod , and the pu.r10 e o ~od 

ndure or e er . hat is e ewi h cone ion . 

o um p in a f ords as pos i e , then , 

he seric o ive leo ure 11 ic 

udia m nd oth r th 

the be inning o· 1 

s , I Jill 

firs lee ur , 

ve iven on 

gin h id in 

0 ect 'as n t , 

and hope tru tit ha not proved o be , to de reciate 

other 

the 

itb nd other reli ion , o e lt udai rn t 

en e of her religion . Y ob ject h s been o 

o · nt out th ch r cteristic i e ence be en ud ism 

u t and o he f i h , nd to 0 Je ' e 

1 

c nt nue to 1 ve as ow if e b ieve th t t e rinc lea 

0 ud ism iVh n cle r l unde 
-13 -
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0 n nd ~ ole ome for hum n soc · e t • n he 

e . I 1 to ., ecome ee 1 consc o· hi u m, n 

no · t m n 
' 

to 0 00 on h . 

• ai n a n urden ha p· st age ... e ace 

upon h "s ' ul n .. • .C' t 1ne eque -'- e 1nto t V l . .L 0 l, 

J • ic' he can .j.. ke 0 ec of e r 1"' C t l, .L 

0 in . on or ... u lie e . Lire . J n y ., to eco e 

of e fac .... .. a you £ -op C 
I 

V fo 0 - e \I 

C e he 0 co ·en .rJ h r cont .1. t 

ere t undyin_ t ru ~ ich t 101' r i . on h ve C en e 

C 0 r C .1 n~e Ln n e 

0 t' conven io of 0 r i ·t, 1 
' on 

he · c .. 
l, • 

• n e e h . fet C ~ 

et e u . e en ism n ' 
. 

. h nism ; n t rel· . 
0 he .. 

et ., 
is h i 1.ii n c · e et n e 

n 1 re. 1 e n 

"T n n • ty re is n cJ 

u n lu e • h i i n --o ,, h n 

"· . 1 r n n . en e ' l, • 

n 0 0 on , e· r 

lle C 1 or oric i , -'- in · "ti, l, 

' 
n e no .I . ~ n n • ,L 

l, l, • 

· on • m lv ion 

r-e · ce n e · nn 

n es 0 n i i n e 

i n nd 0 t ' ml no h 1 e . e ,.. e h 
-
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