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This morning I esire to y tribute o a man 

·horn more t an anyone has left the i rint of his reat 

personality upon merican Jt1.dai m. I desire to s 

this mo nin lso of the significance of .hi s 1 bor and 

0 he worth1hileness of his efforts . I did not h e 

the "- ri ilege to know Isa C . . l ise . I ,as not favore d 

iith the bles ing of such c uaintance. I kno th t 

it would h ve b n able sinR, ~or to kno, him as to 

receive beatitude; to co under his influence, am 

to gro ~ conscious of an~ coneecration; one 

ne er for o him. 

able nd a able tod 

did not kno1 him and et I as 

at his moment to construc t 

likene s of the n; for, ~hile i odil r ence 

did not e throu h the h 11 of the colle e uring 

udent da s , Isac r . i e w s 111 li in 

presence there, hd memorie clustered round the h lls 

and the 11 , memories of Isaac . . li~e, nd the ve 

tmo here Jasch red ~ith he character of them n, 

hi irit move cro the face of th tin t i tution; 

it ,as lmost pal ably real,--his kindne , hiss int-

lin , hi h ilit , hi 

-1-
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spirit of indulgence, bi 0 wise , kn wing sympatb . _t 

H1S something like the echo of a on or the fra r nee , 

the sweet roma of a great orsonality. .Ind yet it is 

not so much Isac 1: . lise, the man , a I ac 1. •ise , 

the achiever , the unifier, the great organizer th t 

1111 live in history. 

_here is very little that could be said of the 

early outh of octor 'ise. Born in a little village 

in ohemiuJ His father a poor school teacher of that 

village, Ic-aac I • ·l ise a.ssed a rather colorless, r e, 

and unplea ant youth. He seldom refer to it. I must 

ve lacked mot of the cha.rm that e as ociate with' 

infancy and youth. At the age of twelve rsa c ... ''ise, 

wit a bundle of clothes ncl t ·,enty-se en kr 1 i 

his pocket, left his litt[e village nd ent to r ue 

to continue his studies,and here for a period of twelve 

or thirteen ears he lived the life of the t pie 1 

bokh· of his day , stud in hard , occasionall hungr , 

oing i thollt ny of the necessities of life , nd et 

inspired by ze 1 and desire for the tud of the torah 

and the law of his forefather . t the a e of twenty-

three he 1as ordained rabbi . n the same ye r he 

ccepted a call to the on of _Bdnitz . hat \'I s in 

the year 1843. Isac . lise was , b temner ment , by 

association , liberal d democr tics irit , nd he 

oon eg n to fret t the ma re triction, litical 

nd soci 1 and religious that his po ition entailed . 

He ~· s stifled, he s , in that little village, 
- 2-
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so ht for avenues of escape, nd final ly a voice 

seemed to say unto him , rr et thee out o the land 

thy f thers unto the l .nd that I ~ill show thee, r nd 

Isaac !. 1ise dete nined to sail for erica. 

In his remniscences h describes ·just what 

otive made him go to i merica nd some of his experience 

on the "'vJay . He says , nark ni ht , still brooded o er 

.ustri . io a er constitution stood a . et be ieen 

kin nd people in russia . Germany still snored 

beneath the P-otection of thirty- six monarchs. 

icholas tyrannized over uaaia n d ~ola nd and longed 

to populate Siberia. 'he pope h d not yet begun to 

n them tize ; everythin~ Wa s commonpl ce , ordinar , 

nd excee in~ly dull . On h commonplace twent -third 

day of Jul in th t commo 1 ·eyer 1846 , l anded in 

ew ork ·11th ~ife and chil dollars in 

pocket . I d gro n hea til wea of Jurope , or , r the 

of u t rin ; h d resigned po ition in . ednitz, 

Bohemi , ~here I had peached nd tu ht for three 

e rs ; h d gone ~ith my ~ife and child to remerh ven 

ithout a assport and embarked on the sa:i lin· ves el 

_ rie; spent sixt -three tor days on the oce n, 

did what I could for m 11- ox atient s , ~ i ed on my 

e - sick wife , carried little child bout, e 

onion nd he rrin s nd smoked poor tob cco, riled 

at the tupidity of surrowi~in s , nd hoped for 

be tter ti es, until fin 11 this t enty-third da of 

Jul released me from thee ills." Thus , then, in 
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1846. saac .Iayer •• ise arri ed in e ork . He 

immediatel beg n to identify hi elf ~ith the 

religious life of merica, and from the ery moment 

of his arrival he became a powerful force, a 

tremendous influence in merican reli~ious life. 

Religiou conditions in American srael , at the time 

~ere very woeful ; unorganized , Jithout leaders , dominate 

by boors , ret ining all the cumbersome,outlived 

ractices nd custo s ~nd notions of the olden d s , 

unad~nted to meric n life, Judaism in Pmerica in 

1846, the kind of Judaism thu t Isaac .~ . 'T ise found as 

a very ungainl and unpleasant and u.nimpiring affair . 

Let me uo e again his ov1n words to describe 

the condition o Ju ais t the time: " a-thirds 

of all the Israelites of .m rica befo e 1848 ere 

uneducated and unc ltured. ~heir u ism consi .. ted 

in a nrunber of inherite customs and obser ~nee . The 

le s thee were understood the h lier they ~ere 

con idered. ery one made thin a eas and as· 

con enient os ible in practice . e nle did n_t 

ob ere he sa b th . hey ate tt ef from home , 

·n ., . not la t'f'illin; but at h me an i n the syn 1 

e erythin h 0 e con ucted in the most ortho 0 

f shion , ·ha i ' 
intle m nner in ich eve yon h d 

,een it in is e rly home . owe or , the eople c me 

from 11 land • ~v r one h d hi own inha im , nd 

eve one l nted to h e the e minha i m ob erved g ner-

lly . Hence ro~e a bel -like confusion . lo~ .. 

- 4 -
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in a cert· in syn ~o ue in , w rork on r 1 'idre eTe 

ecau e the one rty insi ted that at t e close 

of I ne ervice the t!e t i:'1 J. n . on 1 r:i be ,._ ung 

..c;•i r t , and en he con·entionbl co cludin h 

1 . ~hile ~he o her rty inci 0 ted on the o o~ite . 

~udenes,._ oes ·n ~ 1 h nd 1jt i~nor nee ; a fi 

t the co p:re etin ' n e Cupe of then rn s 

Y • ,:ind • in rde~ ·o avoid threntene d n er , 

length ~ un1ro.Lit ble' tcrca~ion in li~ce f ... 

e ates -- uch things 1ere not r~re , no art· cul rly 

in ~l any , but ever ~here . r the· y , in 1846 , t'e 

e r of 1i rri·al , Doctor Ii e ec er bbi in the 

ci OI lb n. . " e t • s there H l.o 

re len· t e notion of th shubcd , ·he r· bi , 

preB.c er , c ntor , se ~t . , serY n , n - of- ll - 1 r , 

co chm n , n o ort , Jere 

tl e :er r for si: m nths . 

e h ~. 0 , e the e 

·n eni 1 , or else he s ch 

t lie? 

0 ed 

a d , i o 

elf-under. d 

1::foon 

Ov 
' 

I C me 

mono- the e pe le ith con .. ciousne f i de endence -
.. tor. hicJ ne • r e er s e, n i h . e s 

on ,,..eli ion n p litic 1 n s ci 1 condi ·ion so 

r di e lly di feren • from their'' t 1at str le nd i 1 -

fcelln e_e bound to ensue . 

-.-
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The spirit of refo had just then begun to 

assert i tself. i little before that time _the congre

gat ion of harleston,south C rolina , had been agitated 

by the desire on the nart of an ber of its members 

to introduce certain necessa . reforms i n order to 

mode rnize the synagogue. In 1824 forty-seven of the 

membe rs of the congregation of Ch rleston memori lized 

the board sking force t ~in, to them , nece 0 sary 

reforms , such as the introduction of the vernacul r 

into the ervice , introduction of =nglish , abridgement 

of the lengthy prayers , and similar , to us , rathe r 

unimport nt reforms , but at the time tremendousl 

i 1 ort nt . Their memorial wa turned down , rejected .. 

completely, nd t ese forty-seen men then organized 

wh' t bee· me the fir st reformed congreg t ion in the ni ted 

·t tes i n 1824 ; but from th t day unti l 1846 refor made 

ve little progre s . There were rhaps t\ o _ eform 

synagogues, besides thi one org nized , the H r i n i 

congre tion in altimore , and the an uel con reg t ion 

in the ci y of 0 1 ork, and 11 the remainin 

con reg tions ere orthodo; .d lacked ev t hin th t 

could pe 1 to the i in gener tion nd coul d insure 

the perpe tuation of Judaism in moric . ·1 1th the coming 

of ' ise and with the coming of a rew gro u of i mmi gr nt s 

f rom Germany in the forties and in the fift'es, th t ro up 

which c rried Jith it e anant leaders and rabb i , ·:1ch 

s Lili enth 1, inhorn,i.dler, Hirsch an el enthal, 

and any ore , a nei irit of reform be n to thrill nd 
-6-



• 

• • .. 

• 

·italize the life of the Je, i sh COilll unities in erica. 

.. hat as the eneral motive back of t ·_ is reform 

move. ent. To my mind it was this: first, the esire 

to ·i tali e Judaism . There U1 a frightful, fri id 

indiffer nee existin up to he late forties in 11 the 

merican co uni Loies . ~he syna og e v· s no t vit 1 

force in the life of t e comrnuni t . it s .ethin 
' 

added to nd extraneous to the vit 1 e eriences 0 the 

Je'f i h c unity. e~ple pre ched one thin in the 

s7na ogue and in isted upon one itu 1 in the s. n go ue 

[;lld nracticed tot lly different thing it'out the 

. - na.~ gue . he e is need to de tro th t ... al __ of 

indif erence that the tened to tifle he err life of 

Ju~ ism in erica . he fi t 

of it lization , energizin 

~a ~ one of oderniz tion , to 

e ent , t'en , s one 

• 

ke it 

'he eco d o e en t 

.it ho new con i -

tions to odju tit to Ahe ne, life nd the ne ex oriences , 
it 

tom ke t 11- • ·th the s irit o· meric n life d 
A 

.. e ic n fr e in 1.1· tltions, to lough OJ.. , as it were, 

om o t e accret ions of the dle e , to tro 

rie ted g rb of mediev lis , to oderni ze i . 

Th t v~ the ccond 1 o ement . nd • e thi d to 

refine it , o introduce a bi of th s he tic into 

the ervice to decoru , to rit al , a o i in· 

nd the fourth • to educ te the chil ren nd the 

1 men . mhere ~ fri ht ul i norance on the .. t 

of oth; th re were n school , t ere ~ere no te cher, 

there ere no le ders --e ery [ o 
-7-
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i netuous arnass ruled the con re _t ion , n e er 

• orth -nothin ad enturer bee e a teacher and a leader 

in the comm ity; and the last otive was to bro den 

out , to regain the nrophctic pirit of Jud ism , to show 
in 

th t there ~as ore Ju· aim than. erely ormalism nd 
A 

lvg lis ., to stress anew the ·reat religion 0 the Je J nd 

.)" the ewish eo le . 

These were t~e five dri inc- impulc:-e of tfe ef 

0 .ment of the fortie and the fiftie 
' 

and the,·e 

still rem in the do inant notes of t e reform r1 ement 

o t oda . Is~n c f . /is e realized it , d c .1 . ·1se 

set ab out to actualize t _e e hin-s . f cour e e et 

·,ith tre. endous o po i ion . ~emembe t1 t I c : . ... i .. e 

became 1 bbi f n orthodo con ction in " l an . . . t 

as j_s de ire to eform ii ation , ·u t is 

ov n view ·1e • au 11. ein o ed u.nd e ol d • but 

he met there the tremendous 0Jposition 1hich nstur 11 

~nd ine ~1t bly meet the re armer . 1i ere 'i s the 

inerti , the dre d of o thodo , the fer of r dicali , 

◄ nd octor lise spent a fe ·1 un leas n and uncomfortable 

ye r .. in 11J ny . 

On 

.. y ico.11 

"er ' .. e ~c , lGr-;O, Doctor I i e Jas 

Gulted in i~ pulpit nd e ecte f r o it 

m 

be e use he d red to te on reviou occa ion in nothe 

cit th the doubted a e on 1 mes i h , or , ether , th t 

he did ot bel • e e i n one . I w s ot unt i l t er 

actor i e loft lb ny , in he er 18 41 nd cce ted 

the c 1 1 of the co ro tion of e e hurun, t 

- -
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incinnati, th t be h 

those necessa efo 

a freer scope to introduce 

measures n ich hi~ soul er ed 

nd Jhich he knew ere absolutel nece s r for m., ican 

life; nd i n the rem inin orty- .. ix er )f hi life , 

until the d ,., .. - of his death , ~ rch, 1900 , octor ·ipe 

remcined the c·a1pion of con~tructi e .meric n ud ism. 

rt i. 1orth while re ernbe ... --in th t is ssion snot 

refor ; he s not a neg tie ind . If thin ... , 

Doctor ise' ind was tremendou ly nd mot em k bl 

constructive . He snot r dical , and so1e of his 

re te t and seTe est o onents nd critic ere the 

r die 1 reform rabbi of thee st. S'=C • ise anted 

to h e n meric n Jud iP 
' 

Jud i m that JOUl d ec 0 

the s i it of J eric n lif 
' 

he Y. s re d. to sacrifice 

n hin in JU isr that i meet the re ui ement 

of t L1e new a 
' 

but he 1.0 eager to ret in everything 

that ~as vital and nece;s to he re er .... ion of 

Ud r.1• 0 m 1.·n er · ca ""' . l. • 

s c . • •• i se as fort u.n te , extreme 1, ortun te, 

in t rtin OU hie- C reer in .. •• i th ce t in 

d finite 0 jective t and thr u u his life he Je rked 

and <lro ·e t the 0 e ob jecti es until he had obt ined t em. 

It i bl how qnickly, ith 1hat l:een insi ht 

octo r i .. e ized up the Si tu. tion of me -- ic n JUdai 

the ve ry ir t vear he a here , and o uickl. he a 

ble to defin b t s nece ry to ccom li h these 

refer e suree,-----~hat in 'titu.tion ere e ential o 

· 1 rn 1848, to er afte r his rrival 
~ c ic n Ju a am. - -
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in hmeri ca , Doctor ,ise laid dm~n a rogram of ·ark 

for .mericu.n Judaism nd ne ·e • s ~erved fro that ro ram 

until he had chieved it . 11he v ry fir t thin.o- that he 

se t s his go 1 ·Jas uni ty--to or anize the unorg nizcd 

life of .. me ... ic< n Israel; and in 1848 he issued vhat h s 

noJ beco.e an hi .. toric and f mous cull to the mini r 

and other I raeli te of meric . I w nt to Te d to ... u 

th' t cill , bee u~e it illustr tes the r hetic ift of 

:Qoctor ·; ise , his 1onderful rac-p of the situation , and 

it delineate .. all his future activit i ec:. . nherc is n thin 

th the accomplished i n the fift - t~o years &ft er th t 

but ~hat has had its ke -note nd its .. e in is C 11 

0 ho rninis ter c;.n othe r .. r eli e of meric • 
' 

n 

inci ently i l ill ·i e , 7 0ll o ·t eJcellent idea o the 

con ition nrev iled in h' 

' To Bother Israelit e in o th .meri c~ , I c 11 

in the arne of l 0 • e fir and let u st en·then each 

other i n beh lf of our pe ople . 1.h _ev , :,di tor of this 

e_ iodic·l l s .nte ue the ·ou: .. to gi ,. e 

bl. ci -.. to ie s • u the .. _,rociB tion 0 I rel-

itish conrregat ions i n orth mcr · c t rod ce one ubl i m 

nd r nd end 0 defen"' and aintain our cred faith 

to the lor ... of o nd for the enefit of rel nd 11 

nkind . B ethren , thou h I a str n er 

un1cnown an uni portant , ke u e o h d • ' e __ e • ..., 1. or s 

. s ·i on to pe 0 re ubliol· n ·ie 1 01 
.. is ll 

im ort n ect . It i one of e 1 e nd of o r 

·eli i on to \ 1 i the w 0 0 • God i unit, . 
-10 -
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•. herefore 11 . cnkind 1ill on e united for one e t 

end , 1orshi in truth t e ost Hi h , to Ldo.e is ol 

1 me itt hum ni ·.,. nd purit~ . hon will c...lso e ful -

filled th .. Go .. ' ;_ nc...,me Jill e one . 0 bring , bo t i I., 

u1lime unity J"od h s selected the eo le of 1·.,el. 

he efo-e ,e mu, u tly C, • • ur C' G i 1 e C "Se f 

~--nkin ~ "'O i rdor t fu l ... il our s c1ed is ion , to • , 

sen 
., 

OU ... i po --t.--nt . e s r nkind it e 0 e .. ll to 

11e united u one 1 , to e linke toge t he r he ties of 

e , u 1 ·ie\/s, concerning eli iolls ... ue tions, b, un • or i IJY 

in our st er d customq in our form of ·o sJ i ·nd eliai llS 

dicu ion . e ht to 1a ea unifo s s em for our 

sc .ool , 9,·1a o-~ues , bene • len socie ies, • o 11 of 

our reli iou in t i ·u~ions . u .. no ~ di ect our atten

tion to the com r he e 1e an the circ1 

in bich e re l ced . ~he m jorit~ .c r e -.1. 

g tions in t i CO l nt ... b ·e been e d llt e 

: ea rc' the. e b e fo·1nded ·nd re o ·erned 0 t he 

o-re·ter t b nen of -~o C n ider le e 1r 

reli ion , nd 'f no p rt·c li ze 1 for r 

C se . io natu all oduce 11 cnorm U,·, oun f 

n i i' e_· nee n e ' en CO! re •ion ue i 0 ' 

h ·ts 0 "JI) C b tom n f · o i t it 0 of 

tbinl'i bottt religious UC t ion .. , from ~ jc C u e i 

t'en re ultr t' t one Jew i .. E str n er in the syn 0 ue 

0 th o h r l • I is 
' 

• t to ob er e n n 

i 0 to lie nse 0 1 er , ro 

.om unkn ·111 ne . on , C n 0 Te ini er 0 co re -
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• t· n 'nd the t cac er of u i u n, roof 

of his knowledge or religion nd in the b .. ence of n 

evi nee o. conQuct s a ov. ill e silen the 

~lfl le c· s ui .. t • c t11eolo y bnd sk onl., the co. 1 unit, t 

1 rge, h t ill ecome of our n gog e. 'h t of 

our yo 1th. OU ee e h ve n s tern for our \ 0 shi 
' 

nor fo ... 0 r ministr and schools, and ·,;e re t .e ef re 

d. -ided in a n ·ra ... , ent • s t '1ere are c ngre t ions 

ln .o th tis 1 m e , ut true, th ti 

v1e do not uni ·e our.:elvc betir.1es to devise 

ct· cable s;- tern for t ~e inistr =nd relia-ious 

education t ltlrg , if ~e do not t ke cure thau otte r 

ed.uc ted 'n fill the ulpit and the sc ool ste 1 <:< chi 

i~ve do not tirulae 11 

gooc schools n- to institute 

co regations to est blish 

re~orrn in +heirs n o ue 

on r .odern e • sh rinci les, the ouso of t e :Jord , ill 

1.c esola.te ne i.-1 .. ,o in less th~n .. en ye rs. t 

needs no op etic .. ,.. i it to read this horri le • .t re 

in the pre cnt circum tance . 

be ore the t h one f hi to 

1 y doln thee lines 

' ole rotes a.gin t 

the s irit of ~e ·rte action n f i iffe enti m, 

. n bold on 0 m n noble min 0 
,.. 

our reth 

d I rocl i 1 before the rl" 
' 

e ore t 1·esent nd 

·u t ure , . my sine e conviction th t ust b done 

to e en nd m· • nt in OU C ed i th. 0 '9 it 

t 1 tc . verythin C n be ne if e a e united e ore 

od . " 

, 

en 

e conclude this ·em· rkable ~ 

- 1' -
e 1 in ' 

"nd 
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may ou the great ~ather of all unite and bless the 

house of Israel! .iay he enlighten &.11 men ·Ji th the 

shining light of truth . be gracious to all who ecek 

Him , a.nd be merciful to a.ll who have forsaken him. 

Amen . n This \7as in 1848 . Isaac r.: . --rise We,..i ted twenty 

five years , waited and labored , and exnerinented and 

failed and tried~ain , until 187~ when the union of 

American-Hebrew congregations was finally organized; 

and he waited enty- seven years until a college for 

the training of ministers was organized ; and he waited 

forty - one years, until 1889, until a central Conference 

of ... merican Jabbis was finb.ll organized , progr m 

whi ch he laid down in 1848 end which he toiled and labored 

for . e was blessed; he hed seen the fruit of his labors ; 

he succeed.ed. Tni ty--which u t find e pression in an 

organization of all the congreg~tions; education--which 

munt find e,£ pression in the establishment of schools 

for the tr<-ining of the young , or a chool fo r the 

tr~ining of ministers; and authority-- ~hich must find 

expression in organization of ministers in the united 

States. These were the th:--ee pillar in the _re t "enple 

of .m rican Ju i sm vhich noctor Isaac ise endea ored 

to rear and v1hich he succee ed in rearing . 

1dded to that was his great pass i on for 

~mo ricanization . I don ' t kno1 o ·another~ iri t i n 

~merican J~ ish histor - that w· s so er eated , o ur

charged with a love and· deep appreciation of t r ue 

Americanism as wa Doc tor ··1t,e . In fact , h s ees i n 
-1~-
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1 eric n i ... , he s in i• t th im . cur for 11 

th ill '"' ~ '1ich exi ted in he h 1schold of ls el . 

- vant to re d :ust 0 e ore a e for you 

fro, Lis o·vn H • tinr• • wO 1 ;- li e to ha ·e t e m n 

spe ~or hi self and for is vOrk-- ju .. t ~h~ C : . 

i e a.. o thorov. hl~ mcric n . es id: 

long op .;;res ion h s de .or li ·.ed the Ge an nd olish 

Je , and robbed hi of his self-res,ect. hb.s no 

self-re D~ect , n pride left . The he ! hep! time ill 

weigh him down ; he bo~s t..nd .. era e and. cra~l nd 

crin es. he Je, res ect not t.be e 1 o·· n in 

anothe~ ew , becat ~e ' e lacks the con ; o .. ne .. s of m n -

hood in himself. e parodies nd imit e e ' n 

lo t him elf . fter ia no ·i t e evil I e m .. elf 

to ekin a me • 'The u t be ericani ed , ' 

I~ 
I i to If, ' f:>r e cry er. n boo 

' 
e ·er~ er 

10 d emin shim o the old ~i race. If he continu 

n c er n influences as the. ' e no·, in this 

co ntr , he u t become either a bi ot or· theist , 

a tellite o tr nt. He , ill never be roused 

to elf- con ciousne 0 , or to independen· thou ht . 

be Je1 u t become n meric n in orde to 

p oud el - consci u ne c OJ. the ··ree - bo n 

i11 tho 

n . ' rom 

th thou 

... un a 

I e an to Jme ric nize ·ith 

as enthu iastic oft is as I wa 

11 mi ht 

for r form . 

n 

ince ten, m ter· o • co 

here s ell' in Ge h 

e , the Ger n element 

completely c· n e , lthoug 

Judeo hobia (h tred of the J,w) n mcouthness ve 
-1.1. -
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sur ived in ma ~ but at that time it a e red t 

there was but one re ned~ th 

co - reli~ionicts, nd t. t is to Ame ricc nize t'em 

thorou hly . emu t be noG onl- meric n citizen~ , b t 

become American through nd thro ugh outside of the 

syn~ o ue . ~his w s my cry . t ~en, an- muny . ear~ there -

iter. Phis , too , incre sea the atred of 

con ider bly . " 

opponents 

:' ram 1824 to 1919 the reforr . o ·ement in 

~mo ric grew and gained omentum. Ith s achieved uch , 

rincipally due to the wonderful energ: nd t t smanship 

nd po Jer of or nization of Is c ... . Tise . I h~ e no 

hesitancy in sayin. that the reform move en in 

merica ha helpe- to brin i reater r ount of- -what 

s11all , di t of e f -

ele ed he ep- eci tion , that reform J a~ism h 

tand rd of tho Jev in meric ; it has c~ ieve much· t 

it as n t cor.pletely been succes ful , and Ir c 

{. iso realized it in the declinin -er of hi 

life . ~merican Judi mis not et; it is s methin 

still in the recess of ecoming. merican re orm 

Jud ism has failed icn 11 in its rogr m f e uc tion. 

The i nor nee Jh ich Is c ~ . liee found rev lent ong 

the e i9h 1 ity in thee ly fortie~ h not dec1e sed. 

decidedl in the econd decade o~ the t ~entioth cen ur . 

Im an ignor nee not on ene r 1 thin~s, in ecul r 

.n ,ledge , in cultural v lues , ut , in oth r ~ord , 

concernin thin J wish. our reli iou 
- 1 -

chool edu.cation 
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h not ro ed the succ es th t ie ~ould a·e iished 

it , 0 that actor i se ould e Ji bed • .4-
iu. meric n 

s ye t filed to roduce the gre t ~cholars 

that erm n Jud ism or ~u sian Judnisn stcceeded in 

prouucin ~fter a century of schoolin~. ur ~Oram 

of eduction ha 0 n t orked outs c .ssfu "T"' 
I • hen , 

in, refo Judci ~ has re_ ined sit was int e 

~orties and the fifties --the u is a c-rou, and 

incipall of the _,.erm n- .ustria.n '""'roup of ei B. .t 

L not yet erv ded the nd t _e , sses o the e?. er 

i i rant that a e as uch in need o it a the er n 

i r nt in t l e fortie ad th fifties. Ten , 

ag in , referred Jud is i still the religion o ~ 

ce tin ~efini e ec no ic ro1 of he niddle 

nd o the lell - to - ~o . It ot et become , o a 

e • rte de ree , he f ith o: the poore r cla e , 

of .e m es , of the )eO >le . 

The, e , to 

s ort - coming 0 f 

ind , constitute the three 

erican reform u ism , but t hey 

n 

are b no men fa 1 . e aro il experi entin~ , 

and the in 1 

ol nd nd ni 

igr tion co in f om Ru~si and 

n G licia Jill con ribu e 

re t OJ rd ener z n re ent ef rm d ism. 

It i belief that tho Judai mo tom r o -- mean 

Ame rio n J i m-- 1ill be hlendin n u in 0 t e 

t JO t pe of J m, the e m n t e , ro ht 

to th. s co n r,7 b erm n i mi ant i the ya 

before he eightie d t e u . or u ri n 
t 1 
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brought to this countr. b 

the .: u i n irnrni"'ru.nts i the d ~I after the eig·hties . 

The erm n Jev it:. brought with him t·pe of religion 

1hich s prophetic in ch~r cter, bro, n piritual, 

b·t 1t lucked a good deal of i cipline, nd it 1 C~'"ed 

ood e 1 of roup - concciou ness , nd it 1 eked a 

good de.l of content , of 10 1th , or richnes , of cult. 

The ?us in Jew as brou ht ith him n orthoao rom 

the eastern uropean countrie th tis Jerha 11 : rov,er 

in iew , ins eep , in outlook , but th tis richer in 

content, mo e colorful , ,;armor . I. \J , these tv.o , to 

inu , vill blend in the to co 10 , ubject both 

of the1 , a t ey ill be , to the tr nsfor in alche 

of merica~ life . 

me ic n u ism oft r o v 1ill rem in 

prophe ic in ·one nd in outl ok . It Jill ot 

confine it .. elf to a nar· ov1 leg li "'r ancl form li m; 

it\ ill not surren e it i ch' 1' ct e , b • it 

ill at the me time t ke on ood d 1 ~h. ch i 

nece s ry or it.. it li ion . t ill o ~ er .it 

of 11 its content · itself to e denuded nd tri 

it ·111 not beco e dr , r cele code or~ em 

Oi or 1 b t c ion. t will 1Jo a reli ion and n t 

reli 

1 ceum 

c...nd ce:re nie 

11 the r 

·n f he 

mphlet ... , ; it will be a eli ion a nd not 

o ,r- ; it 1ill be a religion of c stoma 

nd er nee and r ditio 

nd th rom of re i iou 

t . , di ill be ree because the 
-17-
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of America will speak through it. 

The vision of saac :: . ' ise vr1ill he fulfilled . 

He s&id more th nonce that American Judaism will some 

day beco1r.e the most glorious and the most perfect t pe 

of Judaism th' t any age or any count y has e r 

evolv nd I believe in it . I believe in it fully 

just as I believe American life in general will some 

day evolve a t ype of man and a type of manhood finer 

and sublimer than any age or any land has ~Te t evolved , 

because here on these gracious shores 1e 'ave all the 

elements anc1 all the hopes and all the aspirations o:f 

all the people to fuse and blend anc create a nobler 

type of manhood . nd so lo I believe that the lmeric&n 

Jew , coning fro.., all art e world , brin~ing vith 

him all that is fine and beau · ul in his reli~ious 

life , Ji ll by f sin~ and blending of t hi s and su jecting 

it all to the trc: nsfigmra tion of J1me rican life , --th t 

the American Jev. will evolve a type of Ju~ ism th will 

be the glory of the future . he golden period of 

Judaism in Spain will be as nothing co pared to the golden 

period o -:: Jewry in .merica in the duy to come . That 

is ideal , and as a disciple of Doctor vise I ha e 

taken that ideal rom him. I believe that it places 

a tremenclou.s responsibility upon the shou.lder f e ery 

Jcv who lives toda to see thatthis 1onderful is1on 

become a reality , and you nd I 1ill make it re lit • 

Th communities of -r.iu o e have become di a,rganized 

and dest r oyed ; the schools of ~urope establishef in the 
- 18-
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zone h ve been u - rooted , life there has een 

completely emor lized , everythin is at a st ndstill . 

It is only here in merica that Jewish l i e i, still 

dnep- rooted and sound , and bec!use of that it behooves 

us all , ~s disciples of the greats irit of iise , 

as believers in merica and be l ievers in .. erican ud ism , 

to throw outselves into the great tas: o uilding here 

in meric a Judaism which 'IJ ill be at the ~me time 

free, unconfined , sweepin0 in its i ion , ro hetic , 

1Jut also vin-orous anc re 1; ca a le of s tisfvin ., -

the spiritual hunger an· thirst of an , a u~· ism bet 

will tell in the d ily life of men and omen , ud ism 

that ill be d anic f rce in our life , a Ju aism 

that Jill not be • ele .te to the 

inister , ut i 

feel himself o~ hers lf to be 

11 ,... n l rV om m ·Ji 11 

priest in the s nc uar 

of the :- o d , ser nt o the Lor . 

hat , to mind , is the great est tribute th t 

you nd I can pa , the mot b autiful lreath of ribute 

tha 7e c n 1 ce at the h ine of the emo - of the 

reat le der , of the ,ro hetic s irit , e v n erf 1 

s ates .. n an o nizer o~ t eric n Jud is --Doc t or 

I C • I i e. 




