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_,LE...,C .... TURE........,.... !! ....,RA..,.B.,.B_,I __ A BiiiiioiiiiBA-. !J.. SIL VER Q! 

"WOODROW WILSOB--!!_ _A_PP_RE __ C_I_A_T_I_O_I_"_, 

AT THE TEMPLE, EAST 55-th STREET AND -- ----
CENTRAL AVENUE, CLEVELAND, OHIO, 

SUBDAY MORNING, APRIL 13, 1919. -
___ _._ 

Thie is Ila, an occasion appropriate in W special 

sense for a discussion of Woodrow Wilson. This moment 

does not mark his anniversary or the consummation of hie 

efforts or the end of his l abors. Mr. Wilson at this 

moment is still in the midst of his greatest adventure, 

the success of which is still very unce r tain. It may 

be that President Wilson will return from Paris a 

disillusioned and a disappoi nted man, and it may be that 

we and the future generations will share his disillusion-
• 

ment and hie disappointment. It is perhaps because of 

this very uncertainty of the success of his life's 

eff ort and mission .that I am prompted to devote this 

hour to an appreciative study of the man. And also 

perhaps because of the growing host of his enemies, of 

the constant opposition that he is called upon to face 

abroad, and the constant heckling that he is compelled 

to encounter from the political incorrigibles here at 

home, am I tempted to point out this morning the 

real worth, character and high purpose of the man 

Wilson. 
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It is one of the sad anomalies of life that 

the men who are most hated during their days on earth 

are the ones who are moat beloved after death. society 

has the habit of meeting its great men and its leaders 

with animus this aide of the grave and with flowers the 

other aide of the grave. · It seems as though society is 

determbd to ma.ke the lives of its great men as miserable 

as it possibly can, md to kill them off as fast as it 

possibly can in order that their martyrdom may serve 

for the edification and the training of future generations. 

A great man must be shot before he is canonized. The 

men who wept forty days when Moses died and were 

u.nconsolable were the very men who wished to stone 

him during his life because he hei deprived them of the 

flesh pots of Egypt. 

Now, this fact is especially true in the domain 

of politics. The vehemence and the narrowness of 

partisa n politics is almost unlimited. The irresponsible 

attack upon and criticism of pQblic men in America is 

notori ous. I think that is one reason why men of a 

high class of intelligence, who have a sense of personal 

dignity hesttate a great deal before entering the arena 

of politics. Bot every man is willing to pass through 

the mire of political muck in order to gain ultimate fame • 

It is positively astoa.nding to note the utter disregard of 

the most elemintary stundarda af decenc7 and courtesy 

which characterizes political conflicts end struggles 

in America. Of course after the ll8ll who is the target 
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for all this mud slinging dies, all these strident notes 

suddenly become paeans of praise. 

we find this to be so in the life of Abraham 

Lincoln. At this moment abraham Lincoln is surrounded 

with a halo of tradition, his life has assumed all the 

grace and the charm of a legend. We speak of him with the 

refinement of reverent indirectness. But in hie day, in 

the heat and the stress and the fury of a momentous 

struggle, in which he played the great role, Abraham 

Lincoln was the storm center of the vilest kind of 

political animosity. one shudders when one reads the 

pages of history and is able to see the veritable 

miasma of the political poison that was let loose in 

his day, the morbid exudations of putrid •'•Oli tics • 

sometime ago I came across a me of the things that were 

said of Abraham Lincoln during the second campaign 

for hie re-election. The Honorables. s. Cox has 

this to say of Abraham Lincoln: "He has deluged the 

country with blood, created a debt of four thousand 

million dollars and sacrificed two million of human 

lives. At the November election we will damn him with 

eternal infaID7. Even Jefferson Davis is no greater 

enemy of the constitution." The Honorable w. w. O'Brien, 

of peoria, has this to say--mind you, these are northern

ers, not men of the south; the•e are not his political 

enemies in the south, and this is during the war--"We want 

to try Lincoln as Charles the First, of England, was tried, 
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and if :found guilt :--" , we will carry out the law." The 

Honorable John Fuller, of Michigan, has this to say: 

"Are you willing to follow in the footsteps of Abraham 

Lincoln, the perjured wretch who has violated ~he oath 

he took before high heaven to support the constitution 

and preserve the liberties of the people?" And ~. 

Stambaugh, of Ohio, says in one of the political 

pamphlets issued du.ring that campaign, "You might 

search hell over and find none wor se than Abraham 

!I Lincoln." Mr. Chauncey Burr, of Mew York, editor of 

"The Old Guard", says t his, "Argument is useless. 

We have patiently waited for a change, and the wonder is 

l 
1! that men carry out the orders of the gorilla tyrant who 
I 

has usurped the presidential chair.,, Mr. Henry Clay 

Dean, o:f Iowa, says this, "The American people a r e ruled 

by f elons. "ith all his vast armies Lincoln has failed, 

failed, failed. nd sti l l the monster ueurper wants 

more victims :for his slaughter pens. I blush that such 

a felon should occupy the highest gift of the people. 

Perjury and larceny are ritten all over him. Ever since 

the usurper, traitor and tyrant has occupied the . 
presidential chair the Republican Party has shouted war 

·: o the knife and the knife to the hilt. Blood has flowed 

in torrents and yet the thirst of the old monster is net 

quenched. His ory is ever for more blood." 

I could go down quite a list of tlis. The point I am 

endeavoring to make is that the man o:f calm judgment who 
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is not prejudiced or carried off hie feet by partisan 

politics should beware of the unconfined and anreaeoned 

criticism that is launched against any man in political 

office, and Mr. Wilson is gradually becoming the center 

of an ever-growing literature, if you can call it such, of 

diatribe, denunciation and defamation. 

There are three classes of men that are beginning 

to attack Mr. Wilson openly and unreservedly. The first, 

of course, consists of hie political enemies, men who 

prostitute politics for the sake of personal aggrandize

ment, men who see nothing in America but political 

parties and political issues, wh see America divided 

into two classes--those who are in and tho~e who are 

out of political office. The ins are to be damned if you 

happen to be on the out, and the outs are to be damned 

if you happen to be among the ins. Of these much 

need not be said; they belie themselves. The second 

Ii group of men consist of the conservative or the reaction

ary element of America, who are afraid of the dynamics 

II 

II 
II 

Ii 

II 

of Mr. Wilson's personality and Mr. Wilson's ideals, 

men who call him visionary, altruist, idealist~ 

as though these nomencla tures would damn a man--the men 

who have learned little or nothing from this great 

struggle, the men who are interested in restoration but 

not in reconstruction, tmmen who do not wish to follow 

Mr. Wilson in his world tranfiguring ideals, who fear 

him because of his liberalism. That group is found not 

only in America but in Europe as well. The third group of 
-6-
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men are the radicals, the extremists. 

Mr. ~ilson ie not a visionary and not an 

unbridled enthusiast, because he is first and foremost a 

statesman who deals with realities: he knows that perfec

tion is impossible and unattainable, that men must learn 

to yield at one point in order to advance at another 

point, to compromise in order to gain an ultimate objectiw. 

The extremists who believe that the world can be t ransformal 

into one absolute and glorious perfection in the briefest 

moment of time just by willing it ee in Mr. ilson a 

reactionary. They fail to realize that he is one among 

many, that he is struggling to harmonize the conflicting 

~•-•l ambitions of fifty races and peoples, that he 

is endeavoring, to the beet of his ability, to bring 

opposites to meet, that he must pay due deference to 

traditional animosities, to t r a ditional prejudices to 

traditional ambitions of peoples and classes and races, 

that he is not toying with the new world and not making 

things to suit his own fancy, that he is trying to mould 

an almost unwieldy mass of crude matter and whip 

it into a for.n of greater beauty. These men are 

impatient and intolerant, and eo 11r. Wilson becomes 

the object of their pet aversion because forsooth he is 

not a radical. 

Now, I am not a partisan, and I do not have to 

defend Mr. Wilson's every act, but I am sufficiently 

enthQeiastic about the great men of America\¥,~ ••t,~ 

ready to defend this great man in hie great acts end 
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in his great ambitions. 

I maintain that Mr. Wilson has a decided claim 

upon posterity, that Mr. Wilson's position in history 

is assured because of four things. Even if his present 

mission is not entirely eucceesful--and I believe that it 

will not be entirely successful--(! am not that much 

of a novice in nolitics or di nlomacy to believe that the 

great charter of international rights which Mr. Wilson 

enunciated in hie fourteen principles will receive the 

absolute unquestioning sanction of all the nations of 

Earope this year)--even if these fourteen points which 

summarize the mission and the destiny of the man 

Wilson, are not entirely corporealized in laws md 

institutions, I still maintain that Mr. Wilson will have 

a claim upon the attention of history because of the 

things which he has already achieved • 

First of all I maintain that Mr. Wilson's 

course of action since the beginning of the great war 

has been solllld, consistent and wise. When the war 

broke out, when the issues of the struggle were still 

undefined, when everyone believed that it was a 

struggle of empires, a struggle between goveimmente 

for selfish purposes, President Wilson adyieed hie 

countrymen to remain neutral in thought and in speech, 

and justly so. H• said, "l4Y thought is of America • 

I am speaking, I feel sue, the earnest wieh and 

purpose of eve17ithoughtful American that this great 

country, which is, of course, the first in our thoughts 

1, 
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and in our hearts, should show herself in this time o~ 

peculiar trial a Nation fit beyond others to exhibit the 

fine poise of undisturbed judgment, the dignity 

of self control, the efficiency of dispassionate action; 

a Nation that neither sits in judgment upon others nor 

ia disturbed in her own cansels and which keeps herself 

fit and free to do what is honest and disinterested and 

truly serviceable for the peace of the world." 

In the oo urse of a few months the war developed 

and Mr. Wilson saw, as many of his countrymen saw, that 

America may become of · - great •ervice to humanity by 

offering itself as the medium through which peace may 

ultimately come about. He saw in .imerioa the great 

champion of human peace, the great arbiter among the 

nations, and so in his addres o Congress fo ur months 

later, Mr. Wilson said, "We are,indeed,a true friend 

to all the nations of the world, because we threaten 

none, covet the possessions of none, desire the 

overthrow of none. Our friendship can be accepted and 

is sooepted without reservation, because it is offered 

in a spirit and for a purpose which no one need ever 

question or suspect. Therein 1 · es our greatness. le 

are the champions of peace and of concord. And we should 

be very jealous of this distinction which we have sought 

to earn. Just novv we should be particularly jealous 

of it, because it is our dearest present hope that this 

I 

i 

11 

ii 

character and reputation may presently, in God's providence, 
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bring us an op ~ortllllity such as .has seldom been vouchsafed 

any nation, the opportunity to counsel and obtain peace 

in the worli and reconciliation and a healing settlement 

of many a matter that has cooled and interrupted the friend

ship 0£ nations." I beli.eve that the .American people 

at the time shared this conviction, that all prayed for 

this great opportunity to serve the worfd. 

However, soon thereafter, in February, 1915, 

Germany began m SQbmarine campaign. The United , tatee 

protested the violation of international law and the 

inhumanity oft.he campaign. Then followed the 

sinking of the Lusitania. Mr. {ilson came to see 

at>wly nd gradually the sort of government he was 

dealing with; he came to see that sooner or later 

there will be great friction between the government 

of Germany and that of the United states, and so he 

warned Germany. In one of hie addressee delivered toward 

the end of 1915, he said: "So that the very 

uncalculating, unpremeditated, one might almost say 

accidental, course of affairs may touch us to the quick 

at any moment, and I wan tyou to realize that, standing 

in the midst of these difficulties, I feel that I am 

charged with a double duty of the utmost difficulty. ID · 

the first place, I know that you are depending upon me to 

keep this nation out of the war. SO far I have done so, 

and I pledge you my- worl that, God helping me, I 

will if it is possible. But you have laid another 

duty ppon me. You have bidden me to see 
-9-
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\\ that nothing stains or impairs the honor of the 

United states, and that is a matter not within my 

control; that depends upon what others do, not upon 

what the Government of the United states does. Therefore, 

there may at any moment come a time when I cannot 

preserve the honor and the peace of the Un i ted states." 

It is true that Mr. Wilson did not precipitately 

lead us into war with Germany. Neither did Mr. Lincoln 

lead u.s into war with the south. I recall a statement 

of Mr. Lincoln at a time when the temper of the people 

was at the boiling point, in which he said, "MY country-

men, one and all, think calmly and well upon this 

whole subject. Nothing valuable can be lost by 

taking time. If there be an object to hurry any of you 

in hot haste to a step which you would never take 

deliberately, thnt object will be frustrated by taking 

time, but no good object can be frustrated by it." 

I believe that Mr. Wilson followed in the 

spirit of Mr. Lincoln when he moved slowly and deliberate

ly before he led this great nation into war. uoreover, 

he had to ohmge the temper of the people. It was not 

enough for Mr. Wilson to make up hie mind that the United 

States ought to declare war on ~ermalJ1'; it was up to him as 
~ 

the ohie~ magistrate to convince the people of the United 

states to think likewise. And the people moved elowlJ 

and its mind was made up very, very deliberately. 

Toward the end of 1916, Mr. Wilson made another appeal 

to all the belligerents to state upon what terms the7 
-10-
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wou.ld entertain the project of peace. He received 

repliea from both the belligerent parties, and in that 

famons address of his of Jannary 22nd, 1917, Mr. Wilson 

made his greatest move to bring about peace. In spite 

of the fact that at that very time we were in a terrible 

entanglement over the submarine qQeation with Germany, he 

moved for peace; he strove for it tmtil the last 

moment. The address of January 22nd was inspired by 

a conviction that Germany was ready to entertain 

peace, that Germany was willing to abide by international 

law. Nine days after that, on January 31st, Ger~ny 

SQddenly announced the most complete. unrestricted submarine 

campaign in the history of the war. something transpired ! 

in German_y dQring those fateful nine days. The 

militarist class tookbontrol of the situation, took 

hold of the reins of government, and Wilson was bronght 

face to face with the issQe. FOQr days later, on 

FebrQary 3rd, Mr. Wilson severed diplomatic relations 

with Germany and gave the German ambassador his passports. 

Even at that moment when diplomatic relations 

with Germany were broken, Mr. Wilson said: "~e do not 

desire any hostile oonfliot with the Imperial 

German Government. We are the sincere friends of the 

German people and earnestl7 de•ire to remain at peace 

with the Government which epe~ks for them. We shall not 

believe that they are hostile to u• unless and until 

we areobliged to believe it; and we purpose nothing more 

than the reasonable defease of the 11ndOQbted right ■ of 

-11-

'I 
i! 



• 

• 

• 

of our people. We wish to serve no selfish ends. we 

seek merely to stand true alike tn thought and in action 

to the immemorial principles of our people which I 

songht to express in my address to the Senate only two 

weeks ago,--seek merely to vindicate our right to 

liberty and justice and an unmolested life. These are 

the bases of peace, not war. God grant we may not be 

challenged to defend them by acts of wilfu.l injustice 

on the p~rt of the Government of Germany!" 
~ 

But when Germany continued U~ dastardly 

crim~against civilization, Mr. Wilson urged Congress 

to de~lare war, and in his famous call to war he said: 

"Neutra lity is no longer feasible or desirable where the 

peace of the world is involved and the fedom of its paople~ 

and the menace to that peace and f reedom lies in the exist

ence of autocratic governments backed by organized 

force which is controlled wholly by their will, not by 

the will of their people. We have seen the last of 

neutrality in au.oh circumst ances. we are at the beginning 

of an age in which it will be insisted that th• same 

standards of conduct and of responsibility for wrong 

doae. shall be observed among nations and their governments 

that are observed among the individual citizens of 

civilized states." And when once President 'l ilson 

made u.p his mind that the only logical course was war, 

it was war to the finish. When that appeal of the 

Pope came counselling pea.ce,in .Au.gust of 1917, Mr. 

Wilson said that the time was still mtJipe, the moment 
-12-
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was immature for peace. He wollld not mnke peace on any 

terms with German autocracy. and one of his last and 

most eloquent statements in the war was hie reply to 

the German challenge: "Force to the utmost until 

victory is won!" 

In his history of the United states, sneaking 

of Abraham Lincoln's policy during the war, Mr. Wilson 

said this: "Abraham Lincoln so12ght to follow a course 

of policy in which firmness and conciliation should be 

equally prominent, and in which he coald carry the 

plain people of the country with him. Abraham Lincoln 

was not afraid to take the initiative, but he would 

not take it rashly or too soon. He knew the mettle and 

temper of the p,ople who had put him in charge o~· the 

government." And I believe that every word of it may be 

justly said of the policy of oodrow Wilson during the 

war. It was deliberate. It was consistent. It was 

logical. And every step was backed by the consent, 

the wholehearted conemt of the plain people of the 

United States. 

I believe that his first claim to greatness is his 

policy and conduct before and during the war, and hie sec

ond claim to greatness was his contribution to the war. 

Mr. Wilson gave the moral definition of the great 

struggle. Kr. Wilson made articulate that new etirring,that 

new longing, that Wldefined, chaotic craving of the souls 

of myriads of people that were weltering in the blood of 

-13-
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the war, that something which was struggling for expression, 

that something which when embodied into a creed, into 

a definite phrase wou.ld symbolize and summarize those 

ideals th t were being born out of the agonies and 

suffering of millions of people. Mr. ~11son with a 

spiritual dexterity and a phenomenal intellectual acumen, 

caught that new stirring, that new spiritual sap that 

was creeping through the lives of men, and gave it a 

local habitation and a neme by fixing it into a sacred 

creed and calling it "The struggle of humanity for 

greater d.emocracy." Up to the moment that .w.r. Wilson 

came into the arena of European politics the war had not 

expressed its soul. Mr. Wilson with remarkable 

intellectu.al dispatch cu.t his way through all the exter

nalities and the incidentals of thew rand focused 

the attention of the world upon the elemental and 

basic issues involved in it. He consecrated the struggle 

by discovering its clear issues, its clear object. 

That is r. Wilson's contribution to the 
. 

ideology of the war. He spiritualized it with the gift 

of imagination and poetry and statesmanship. That is 

his second claim to greatness. 

His third claim was his gift to hwnanity. 

Mr. Wilson clearly defined what the submerged races 

of the world were hoping for--self-determination and 

-14-
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freedom, their right to live their own life. The 
~ 

powers t-Jtat ea sought to keep this notive out of the 

war entirely. The diplomats of the old school, the 

wise owls of yesterday that croaked in the night, sought 

to suppress these volcanic eruptions of the racial 

and national passions that were here and there finding 

vent in the great struggle. Mr. ilson knew and Mr. 

Wilson divined the struggle as one for the rights of 

peoples, great and small, for the sovereignty of every 

cultural unit in Europe. 

The full ap reciation of this fact enabled Mr. 

Wilson to reinterpret the idea of a league of nations. 

The league of nations is not an idea new to Mr. Wilsoa. 

Mr. Wilson never claimed authorship or originality 

for it. But Mr. Wilson added something tremendously 

significant to the idea of the league of nations. 

Before the war people spoke of a league of nations, 

meaning thereby that the nations ae they existed at 

that time should come together and agree to arbitrate 

I their differences, thereb.r insuring peace in Europe. 

It 

1: 
Ii 
I 

'I 

,I 

1: 

:1 

Ii' 
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But Mr. Wilson knew th8t there could be no neace 

as long as the claims and aspirations of the 

smaller nationalities of Europe remained unsatisfied. 

you could not have a league of nations one half of 

which was autocratic, and the other half democratic. 

You could not have peace as Abraham Lincoln said--

in a nation one half slave and one half free. It was 

-15-
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an artificial notion. A league to enforce peace on 

the statue quo before the war was unsound fundamentally. 

The contribution of Mr. Wilson's to the 

idea of the league of nations was the primary need for tre 

democratization of the world. Satisfy the cravings 

of every people that is justly entitled to a control 

of its own destiny, rectify the ancient wrongs, heal 

the ancient festering wounds of peoples, and then 

having established confidence among peoples, and 

friendship, you will be in a position to found an 

abiding and serviceable league of nations. That is 

Mr. Wilson's contribution to hwnsnity, and that is 

another act of his life that will insure him a place in 

the rank of the immortals. 

The last contribution of r. Wilson's was 

his contribntion1D America. Bo one has so beautifully 

and so comprehensively defined the destiny of America 

as has lir. Wilson, and no one has succeeded in making 

the American people so conscio\18 of themselves, of 

their greatness, of their universal obligations 

as has Mr. Wilson. In hie address on the meaning 

of Liberty, Mr. Wilson said: "MY dream is that 

as the years go on and the world knows more and 

more of America it will also drink at these fountains 

of youth and renwwal; that it also will turn to America 

for those moral inspirations which lie at the basis 

of all freedom; that the world will never fear America 

unless it feels that it is engaged in some enterprise 
-16-
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which is inoonsistent with the rights of humanity; and 

America will come into the full light of the day when 

all ehall know that she puts human rights above all 

other rights, and that her flag is t~ flag not only 

.America but of hwnanity. What other great people has 

devoted itself to this exalted ideal? To what other 

nation in the world can all eyes look for an instant 

sympathy that thrills the whole body politic when men 

anywhere are fighting for their rights? I do not know 

that there will ever be a declaration of independence 

and of grievancesfor mankind, but I believe that (and 

that is significant, it was said in 1914) if any such 

docwnen t is ever dram it w 111 be drawn in the spirit 

of the .American Declaration of Independence, and that 

America has lifted high the light which will shine 

llDto all generations and guide t.be feet of mankind to 

tnat 

of 

II 
IJ 

the goal of justice and liberty and peace. America for 

~ 
1 the world! nAmericans for big .merica," ea.id Mr. tilson 
i:' 

1, 

I 

I 

in his speech of aoceptance--"Americans for big America," 

not for a provincial, tyrammal, easily irritated America, 

not for an merica that is suspicious of the world, not fer 

an America that endeavors to confine itself in a narrow 

sbil of isolation, fearing to meet the world and face 

the responsibilities of the new day but Americans for 

a big America! America that would be the prophet, the 
whole 

leader, the guide,the inspiration of the world! That is the 
" 

America that ur. Wilson has preached to the Amer.loan people. 

-17-
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These are Mr. Wilson~ claims to greatness. 

I know that some of his policies went awry, and I 

know that much in him some may criticize, but I doknow 

that fairness and honest judgment leadf us to realize 

that in Mr. Wilson America and humanity, in an hour of 

crisis, when nations we ' 8 weighed in the balance,--America 

and humanity found a champion, a genius of political 

stateecraft, a prophet of a new day. Hie work can 

never be undone; America will never become small 

again,and humanity will never again lose the light that 

he held before its tear-dimmed ayes. Hwnanity may not 

obtain its desired wishes this year or next year, but 

they cannot permanently be denied; for an ideel, once 

it has become vital, once it has become intelligible 

to the minds and the hearts of millions of people, cannot 

be permanently denied. The 
4~ 

war has been wMoi for 

humanity through the intellectual contrihutions, the 

imaginative and poetic gifts of the man--Wilson. 

we may be justly proud of him, not because 

he is Mr. Wilson, but because he ism American, because 

Mr. Wilson, after all, is t·he product of American life. 

No othemation could have produced a Wilson just as no 

other nation could have produced a Jincoln. He is 

peculiarly the endowment, the product, the sum total 

of all that is finest in American life, and in exalting and 

praising him we are praising the man not only, we are ale o 

praising America, that voiced itself and fou.nd itself in the 
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mind and the soul of one of its children in the hour 

of need. 

It seems to be en act of providence that when

ever America faces the night. whenever trials beset 

it, whenever it has lost its way in the world, some great 

soul appears on the horizon and brings up a light of 

guidanc ~. That is an inspir•tion snd a holy testimony 

•• to the wholesomeness, the eound.neas, the dtvinity 

of democracy • 
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L OTURI BY RABBI MBA HILLEL SILVER 
0 • OODROI WILSOI • AB APPRECIATIOl1 

T THE TE PLE, AST 55th St. & O.entral 
SUNDAY 'ORNI G, APRIL 13th,,1919 

This ia an occasion appropriate in no special 

sense for a discussion of oodrow 1lson. This moment does not 

.. art hie niveraary or the consummation of h efforts or the 

end of his labors. r. 1lson t this moment is still in the 

midst of his reateat adventure, the success of hioh is still 

very unoert · 1n. It may be th t President 1lson 111 return 

from Paris · d1s1llue1oned n a disappointed man, nd it may 

be th t e d the future ener tions 111 eh re his d1s1llus1on-

ment and his disappointmen~. It 1 perh pa beo use of this very 

uncertainty of the suoceaa of his life's effort and mission 

th t I am pro pted to evote this hour to ppreciative study 
of them • And o perh~ps beo u of the groin host of 

his enemies, of the oon tant oppost1l1on th the is o lled upon 

to face abroad, the oon tant heoklin that he is compelled 

to encounter from th politic 1noorr1g1bles h re at home, am 
I tempted to point out thia morning the real arth, oh raoter 

nd high purpose of the man ilson. 

It is one of the s omal1es of life th t the 

men ho are most h ted dur1n their days one rth are the on a 
who · re oat beloved after de th. Society h s the h bit of 

meet1n its reat men d its leaders 1th imus this side of 

the ave nd 1th flo era the other side of the ve. It seems 

s thou h eooiety is determined tom ke the lives of ita great 

men· a miserable a it possibly c , nd to kill them off • faet 
e it possibly can 1n order that their martyrdom m y serve for 

the edification and the training of future generation■. A eat 
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an must be shot before he ie canonized. he men ho ept 

forty dye hen o es dies d ere unoonsolable ~ere 

the very men ho wishes to tone him durin hi life because 

heh d eprived th m of the flesh pote of ~ ypt. 

o, this f ti especially true in the domain 

of politics. The vehe enoe and the n·rrowneae of rt1san 

politics is almost unlimited. The irresponsible ttaok upon 

d criticism of public men in America is notorious. I think 

that ie one reaeon hymen of hi h ol a of intelligence, 

ho h ve s nse of person 1 di nity hesitate reat deal 

before enterin the aren of pol1t1oe. ot every m is 

1111n top as throu h the mire of political much in order 

to ain ultimate f e. It i osltively etoundin to note 

the utter disre d of the mot elem nt y etandardB of deoenoy 

nd courtesy which oh r terizea polit o conflicts d etr lea 

in Amerio . O course ter them n ho ia the target for 11 

this mu slin 1n die , all these strident notea suddenly become 

p eans of praise. 

e find this to be so in the life of br~A~

Lincoln. At thi moment Abr am Lincoln is urrounded with 

h lo of tradit on, his life has assumed 11 the r e nd the 

oh m of a legend. e ape k of him with the refinement of 

reverent indireotneaa. But in hi d y, in the beat nd the 

strett nd the futy of momentous etr le, in which be pl yed 

the eat role, Abr am Lincoln as th storm oenter of the 

vileet kind of politic l animosity. One shudder■ hen oner a.de 

th p a of history nd 1 ■ able to ee the verit ble miaema of 

the politloal poison that w I let loose in hi ■ ~ay, the morbid 

exud tione of putrid politi01. Sometime go I oame roae so■• 
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of the thins th t ere sa id o br ham Lincoln durin the 

second c pain ~or hie r -election. The o or ble . s. Cox baa 

th1 to ay of br h Lincoln: •Heh delu ed th country 

1th blood, ore ted debt of four thous d million dollar ■ 

nd saorifioed tn million of h . n lives. t the ovember 

election e ill d n him 1th etern 1 inf y. ven Jefferson 

D vis 1e no e ter enemy of the constitution.• The Honor ble 

.. O'Brien, of Peori, hla thia to y - mind you, these 

re orthernere, not men of the outh1 thee re not his 

politic l en mies in the outh, d thi 1 durin the 'r -

• e t t o try Lincoln · s Ch rlee the irat, of n 1 d, as 

tried, nd if found 1lty, e 111 c ry out the 1 w .. The 

Honorabl ohn ull r, of 

you 1111n to f ollo in th 

chi , h thi to s y: • re 

of braham Lincoln, 

the p rjured tch ho h s viol t o th he took befor 

hi h he ven to oon t1tution r serve the 

liberties of the people " n r. t b sys in 

one o the politic p• phleta issued dur1nr, that om ign, 

•You mi ht ee oh hell over and find none ors th n br am 

Lincoln.• r. Ch uncey urr, of e York, editor of Th 

Old G d•, says th1 
r eat 1 useless. h· ve p tlentlJ 

ited for ch n , nd the onder 1 that men o r y out the 

orders of the orill tyr nt ho ha usurped the presidenti 1 

ch 1r •" 

peopl 

r. Henry Cly 

re ruled by f lone. 

ha filed, f a iled, filed, 

of Io a., ye this; •The Amerio 

1th 11 his vat rmie ■ Lincoln 

d still th onater usurper• nt1 

more victims for his sl hter pen. I blush th t suoh felon 

should oooupy th hi he1t ift of the people. erjurJ d 

l roeny r ritten 11 over hlm. ver s1noe th u u.rper, 



tr·itor a.nd tyr th s ooouptad the preeidenti oh ir th Republic n 

P rty has shouted ar to the knife nd the knife to the hilt. 

lood he flo ed in torrents nd yet the thirst of the old monster 

is not quenched. Hie cry is eter for more blood." 

I ooul o don quite 11st of this. The point I 

ende vorin to make is th t them n of c lm judgment who is 

not prejudiced or o ried off his feet by p tiean politioa should 

be are of the unconfined n unreasoned criticis th t 11 launch d 

g inst ny man in olit1c 1 o fioe, nd r. ilson is gradually 

becomin the center of· ever- ro in literature, if ou oan o 11 

it such, of i tribe, denunci tion nd def at1on . 

There re three cl sses of men t~t th t re beginning 

to att ck ~r. Wilson openly d unres rndly. The first, of course, 

consist■ of hi politic 1 ene 1es, m n ho pro titute politio ■ 

for the sake of person·l e dizemen, n who see nothing in 

Amerio but political p rtiea and pol1t1 l issues, o see 

Amerio divided into tw ol see - thos o re in n those ho 

re out of political off1oe. Th ins re to be damned 1 ou 

h ppen to b on the out, n the outs are to be ed if you 

h pp n to be among the ina. Oft ese much need not bee· id; 

they belie themselves. Tbe second roup of men oonsi t of the 

oon erv tive or th re t1on ry le ent of Am rio , who re 

fraid of th dyn ioa of r. ilson•s p rson lity d r. 

1lson1 s 1de le, men ho oall him vision y, ltr 1st, ide list, 

as thou b theae nomenol t res oul m - them n who 

h ve 1 rned littl or nothin from thi eat truggle, the men 

ho re interested in restoration but not in r oon truotion, the 

men ho do not 1 b to follo r. 11 on in his orl tr af1gurin 

1de la, ho fer him beoauae of hi1 11beral1am. Th t roup 11 
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found not only in Amerioa but in urope 'swell. Th third group of 

men ether d1c·ls, the extremists. 

'-r. • 1lson is not 

enthsiaat, beo· use he is first 

vi ion ry {n not · n unbridled 

d f oremost · st teem who 

de ls 1th re itiea: he kno s that perfection 1a impossible 

and un ttainable, that men mu t 1 · rn to yi l d at one point in 

order to 

th t th 

in ult1m te objeotive. The eetremists who believe 

orl on be tr formed i nto one bsolute d lorioua 

perfection in the ri feet moment of time jut by illin it see 

in r. 11 on r r ~Dt1 on y. They f ail to re lize th th is one 

on any, th the 1 etru lin to h rmonize th con liotin 

mbit10ns of i f ty r n people, that he i nd vorin, 

to the t of hi lty t brln oppo 1t e to m et, that he 

Ji must p y 
I 

ue deference t o tr d t on· l to tradition·l 

nd cl · see nd 
I 

prelud1ce to tr dition 1 

raoea, th the 1 n t toyin 

b1t1 n 

1th t 

things to suit hi on noy, 

lmost un ieldy mas of oru e 

h t h 1 

o.tter n 

reater be auty. Th e en re 1 atient 

l e 

o 1 nd nnt ~~king 

tryin _, moul 

hlp it into form of 

d intoler t, nd o 

r. 1lson becom th objeo~ of their pet ver ion beo u e 

forsooth he is n t r 1e. 1. 

o , I not p• rt1san, nd I o not huve to 

defent r. 1lson•e .very ot, but sufficiently enthus1 stlo 

bout th et men o eric to be re y to fend this great 
1 ,man 1n .nie 

I 
eat ti din h1a reat bltions. 

11 on h s 
I 
I , Im int in th t r. ecided. ol 1m 

upon posterity, th t 

asured beo use o 

ia not entirely auoo 

r. ilson•e position 1n history 1s 

ur thin a. ~ven if hie pres nt m1aa1oA 

aful - d I beliey th· t it will not be 
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be entirely auooeeaful - (I • not th· t much of a. novice in poli tioe 

or diplom oy to b lieve th· t th reat ch rter of internat1on l 

ri bta hioh r. 1lson enunciated in hie ourteen rinciples 111 

reoe1Te the · bolute unquest1on1n s otion o. ~11th tions of 

.. urope this ye r) - even 1- these fourteen points hioh eumm rize 

the mi sion nd the destiny of the n ileon, r not enti~ely 

oorpore lized in l · s · nd in t1tut1ons, I still int in th t rr. 

ileon ill h·"'v a cl t 1 upon th , ttention o history beo use of 

th thins .hioh h h· s alre dy hieved. 

of 

con 

the trug le er 

it 

1st f 

1 • 

t 

for sel isl r o e , P e 

1 T aintain th t 

the a b oke out, 

11 eon I e o ourse 

h b en 80Wl 1 

hen he 1 uee of 

e ne, hen veryon lieved th t 

ent 

n :) ver ents 

ed. his countrymen 

to re in n ,utr 1 in ·h u ht din ju tly eo. He 

am pe in, I feel sure, s id, "~y tho ht of er oa. 

the earnest ish ~nd pur oae of ever t1ou htful 

this re t country, hio 

nd in ur he arts, ehoul 

tri 1 ation fit beyon 

undisturbed jud ent, the 

of dispassionate t1on; 

upon oth re nor 1 di tur 

herself fit 

is, of course, the firet in our thou ht1 

hertelf nth t 0 oul1 r 

oth,re to xhibit the fine poise of 

i nity of self oontrol, the eff1o1enoy 

tion th t n 1 hr it in jud ent 

in hr on ooun els n hioh .. eps 

t 1 honest nd disinterested and 

truly service ble or the p oe of the orld." 

In th cour e of fe month th developed 

nd r. 11 on s e y of hie countrymen ea, that America 

may beco e of eat serYioe to huamnlty bJ offering lt1elt a■ the 
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medium throu h hich peace mff ultim tely come about. He aa 1n 

Amerio the great champion of hum n pe oe, the reat biter among 

the n' tiona, nd o in his address to Con resa four months 1 ter, 

r. ilson aa1d, • e re, indeed, a true friend to 11 the nationa 

of the world, beoauae e thre ten n ne, oovet the posseaaions of 

none, deaire the overthro of none. Our friendwhip o be oepted 

nd is ao~epted without reservation, beo use it is offered in 

spirit nd for a purpose hich no one need ever qu ation or suspect. 

Therein liea our re tnese. re the oh mpions of pe oe nd 

of concord. And e should be very jer lous of this distinction 

which eh ve so ht to earn. Jut no e should be p rt1oul rly 

jealous of it, b o use 1t is our de eat present hope th t thia 

oh oter d reputation m· y presently, in Go •a providenoe, brin 

us n opportunity such ah a seldom been vouchsafed y nation, 

the opportunity to counsel ·nd obtain pe o n the orld d 

reoonoil1at1on and~ heal1n settlement of m y m tter th·t baa 

cooled and interrupted the frinesh1p of n tions.• I b lieve th t the 

Amerio people t the t1m shared this conv1ot1on, t ~t 11 pr yed 

f or this et opportunity to erve the orld. 

Ho ever, soon thereafter, in bruary, 1915, erm· y 

be n hr submarine camp 1 . he United t tea protested the 

viol·tion of 1nternat1on 1 1 d the inhum 1ty of the o· m 1 . 

Thenf follo ed the sinkin of the Lueit 1a. r. 11 on c e to see 

lo ly nd r dully the sort of overnment be as de 11n ithJ 

he c e to ee th t sooner or 1 ter there 111 be reat fr1ot1on 

between the overnment of r · ny nd th t of the United State 

and oh ned e ny. In one of his ddreaae elivere toward 

the end of ltl5, he ea1: "o th t the very uno loul tin, un-

premeditated, one mi ht lmoat a y oo dental, oourae of ff 1ra 
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my w•ach u to the quick t ny moment, n I ant you to 

re lize th t, et din in the mi et of theae d1ff1oult1e , I 

feel th t ch rged 1th double uty of the utmost diff ioulty. 

In the f1ret pl, e, I know th t you re depend i n upon me to keep 

this n·tion out of thew • So far I h ve done so, d I pledge 

you my ord th t, God help1n me , 111 1 1t is po eibl . But 

you h ve l aid another duty upon m. You h ve bidden me to ee t t 

noth1n et ins or imp ire the honor of the United t tee, nd th t 

is a matter not ithin my control; th t depends upon hat o h ra 
o, not pon hat the o ernment of the Unites t tea doe. 

Therefore, there m' y t ny mo ent come time hen I c · nnot 

preserve the honor nd the pe e of the n1ted t · tes." 

It is true that r. ilson did not preoipit telJ 

lead us into war 1th Ger y. either d1r r. Lincoln le us into 

ar with the South. Ir oall etatem nt of r- Linooln t time 

when th temper of the people a at the bo111n point, in hioh he 

said,• y countrymen, one and all, think c mly nd ell upon this 

hole subject. othing v uable c be lost by t 1ng time. If 

there be an object to hurry y of you in hot hate to a step which 

you ould neYer t ke deliberately, th t object will be frustrated by 

taking time, but no good objeot oan be frustrated by it.• 

I believe th t r. ilaon followed in the spirit of 

r. L1nooln when he moved slowly d deliberately before he led 

this eat n tion into ar. oreover, he had to oh the t mper of 

the people. It waa not eno h for r. 1laon to m·ke up hi mind 

that the United St te1 ought to deal e war on Germ 1; it w • up to 

h1m aa the chief mag1atrate to convinoe the people of the Un ted 

Statea to think likewise. And the people moved slo ly nd its mind 

as m de up very, very deliberately. To ard the nd of 1916, r. 
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ileon m de other ·ppeal to 11 the belli erente to state upon ht 

ter e they ould entert in the project of p ce. 
from both the belli rent p rtiea, na in th t f 
of J u ry 22d, 1917, ·r. 11 on m de hie re test 
pe e. I spite oft f ot t t t th t v r tie 

He received replies 

ou ddrees of is 

ove to brin about 

e ere in 
terrible ent n ~lement overt e aubm rine question 1th er ny, he 
move for oe; he trove for it until th 1 at o ent. he ddress 
of J n ' ry 2d s inspired by · conviction th t Ger ny area y to 
entertain pe oe, th t y a willin to bi e by internation 1 
l · • ine d y fter th t, on J nu ry 31 t, n r m ny u denly · nnounced 
the moat complete, unrestricted ub rine c pa1 ninth history of 
the r. omethin transpired in G r ny dUJ"in tho e fateful nine 
dye . he mi11t ri t cl es took c on rol of the it tion, took hold of 
the reins of overnment, un 11 on brou ht f·ce to foe with the 
iesue. our ye 1 ter, on b. 3d, r. 11 n severed diplom tic 
relation 1th er ny nd th erm· n b ee·dor hie passports . 
,ven at th t mo nt hen dipl tio r l • tions 1th ~rm ny ere broken, 
r. ilson e id: "e o not esire ny hostile confl ict 1th the 
mperi 1 Ger · n Govern ent. ~re the incere friends of the er n 

people n e rnestly ee1re t o re in t p oe 1th t he over ent 
hich pe · s for th • e eh·ll not b lieve th t they re oetlle 

to us unless until e re obli ed to b lieve it; n e purpose 
nothin ore th nth re n ble defense of th undoubted ri ts of 
our people. is1 to serve no elfi hen a. seek merely to 
st n true like in thou ht n in otion to the im e ori 1 pr1no1ples 
of our eopl hioh o t to express in y dress to the en te 
only to eeks o - eek erely to vindic te our ri ht to 1 erty 
nd justio n unmolested 11 e. h ee re the b· see of pe e, not 

• God rant e y not b ch llen ed to defend the by ts of 
ilful inj tioe on t p rt of the onrn ent of er nyl• 
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ut h n ~ r riy contin d hr t · r dly crim s 

int c1v111z·t1on, r. 11 on ur ed Con re to cl · re r, n 

or desi r ble h re th 

of 1 s peo 1 s n · t 

r he id: "e tr lity 1~ no lon -er fe · ible 

ce of th . orld 1 inv lved · nd the freedom 

n ce to t l: t nd freed 11 in the 

exi tenoe of utocr tic overnment b· c ed by or· nized force hich 

is controlled holly by h ir ·11, bot by the 111 oft eir p ople. 

eh ve seen t.e l st of neutr lity in uch circ et·noes. re 

t t e be 1nnin of an · 

st di rds of c on uct n 

in hich it 111 b insisted th t the s e 

f reepon ibility for ron one sh·ll be 

observed· on· th 1 ivi-u 1 citizen of c i 111zed t te ·" 

hen once reei ent 11 n e up hi mind th t the only lo io 

course 

Pope 

s • r, it rt th finish. hen th t pp 1 of the 

e coun el l in pe ce , in u u t f 1917, r. 11 on a id th · t 

the ti. e 8 till not ripe, the oment 1 m ture for p oe. He 

ould not m· e pe· eon ny term 1th r · n utocr·o , n one of 

hie l · t . ·o~t lo uent t t m nt in t h · r hi re ly to the 

G r ... n oh llen : 11 oroe to th utmo t until victory 1 -on l" 

n hi hi tory of the nited t te 
' 

pe in of br · 

Lincoln' policy urin th r, ' r. 11 n id t • " b • h • 

Lincoln 0 ht t fo llo cour e of olic in hie fir ne nd 

c nc111 tion hould b e lly ro 1ne t, n in hich he co c rry 

not the pl in eo le of the country it ~him. Abr·h Lincoln 

th initi•tive, but • fr 1 to 

too oon. th ettle · nd tempt oft e peo le ho h put 

him in oh re oD t he v rnment." . nd b 11 ve t· t ever ·ord of 

it y b ju tly id of th ol1cy of oo""ro ilson d rin the 

r. It s deli rte. It a c on ietent. t e lo io 1. And 

v r.. tep b · o --ed by t h hol he rted on ent of 

th pl i n people oft United t tee. 

am 
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b 11 ve th t hi ir t cl 1 to re tne 1 1 is 

polic y • nd con uct before n dur n the ) nd hi ec on Ol e i m to 

r , • .. tne ·e hi s c on ribut ion t o t he r. 

r. il~on ve t he . r· l def nition th re t 

stru le. 'r . 11 on . • rtic l t h· t n tirrin t h· t ne , 
lon in, t ,tun efined , ch· ot io or• vin of t he oul of myri· ds 

of eopl th · t er ~ lte rin in the bl oc of t h t omethin • 

hich 

t o a creed, into 

11n f or x res · i on, th t o t h in 

def i nite phr· se ould ymboli e n 

hen embo ied in

m rize 

jbose 1 els h~t e r e be in orn out of t he :,Onie a • .nd s uffering 

of .1ll ions of 0 1 . • l on ·1 h • ir t u· 1 dexter! ty • n •• 

ph no n 1 intellect 1 cw n , cu ht th· t ne etirrin, t h t ne 

pi r tu· l s · p th t a oreepin t hrou h the l i ve of m , nd ve 

it t loc · 1 h·bit ti on ~n n· e b y f i xin it into ored creed 

nd c ·· l lin 1 t " h tru le of h m• ni t fo r r e ter e ocr y.n 

th· t : r. 11 nto h U t o t he . 

politic the r h· d not expressed its soul. 

re n" of uro e n 

r. 11 on 1th 

rem rk ble 1ntelleotu 1 di p' toh c t i s y t hr u a ll t h xter-

n· li t i s nd th i nc dent le of t h " r d f c ·1eed t h ttention 

of t orld u on t h . l e ent 1 · n b ic 1 us involved in it. 

o ns or ted t l 

cl • r obj ot. 

tru l e b di oover in it ole 1 s ee, it 

h , t 1 r. 11 on• c t ribution t o he ideolo y of 

the 

n 

• e p ir t u liz d it 1th the 

t·team nship. h t i s h 

t hi r cl .. s l i 

ft of 1 in tin nd poetry 

e. 

ift o h nity. r . . ilson 

cl r l y d fin h' t t he ubmer ed r ee of the orld ere hopin for -

eelf-det r 1n· t1on · nd f re dom , th 1r ri ht t o 11v t h i r on lif e. 

Th o rs h · d o t to e p this motive out of the ·· r entirely. 
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The diplom ts of the ol c ool, the ise o ls o~ Y~Sterd y t • t 

croaked in th ni ht, o ht to u press these vole n1c eruptions f 

the r,,.o 1 1 nd nation 1 passions th t ere here and th re f • ndin vent 

in the re t trug le. r. ileon kn w • d r. ilson divined the 

tru le as one for the ri hte of peoples, gre t · n 

soverei nty of every o tur · l unit in 1 yrope . 

11, for the 

The full tion of thi f o en bled !r. 11 on 

to reinterpret the ide' of le ue of n tione. Th le gue of n tions 

1 not n ideu. ne to r . 11 on. r. ilson never cl · 1med • ut orehip 

• 
or ori int..lity for it . But r. ileon l dded eor et in tremendously 

si nificant to the 1 e of the le gue of n tion • Before the r 

people spoke cf . le ue of n• tions, • ning thereby th t the n ti ne 

ae they exited • t th t t . e e ould co .e to et er ·n "'"'gree to 

• rbi tr te their iffer noes, thereby in rin e oe in ope. 

ut r. 11 on n th t t re coul be no e ce s l onf! s the cl ims 

!:I nd • a ir· tions of the sm·ller n tion liti 0 nrope re .. ined 

un tiefied. You could not h ve 1 0 ti on one h lf o icb 

· utocr•tic, · n the oth r b lf de ocratic. u coul not ve 

pe e • a br h' Lincoln id - in n tion one h 1 1 ve · n one 

half fre 0 • It e n rt1fic1 1 notion. A le to nforce pe eon 

the st tu quo before th q·r ·s un~ound un • nt lly. 

The con r bution of r. 11 on• to the i de of the 

le .. ue of n tion '8 t ri ry n ed for the em or ti tion of the 

,orld. -tisfy th or·v·n e of ever people th tis ju tly entitled 

to · control of its on e tiny, rectify the · ncie t r n , h ·l 

t~ • noient festerin ~oun of po 1 e, · n th ~n h vin est bl1 hed 

confidence on peopl n f riendship, you 111 b ·n oeition to 

found n · bi in nd ervice ble le ue of n tion. 

11 on•s c .tribut on to h · nity, n th· t 1 nother t of is 11 e, 

th t 111 insure him · pl oe in the r nk of he 1 01t·1a. 
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h 1 et o ntribution of r. 11 n's hi 

contribution to rio • 0 ne u ob . tifully o oompre-

hensively e n d th est n of r1o 8 8 r. 11 on, • nd no 

one h· s sue eded n 1 · kin th r c n p 0 le of 

the lve , of t :i tne th ir univ ., r ·l o 11 t one 8 

h .. ·r. 11 on. I i l 1 ddr on c n n cf i bert r. 11 on J 

i d : y re ! 1 t t the n n th orld kno e more 

nd m re of . r c· it 111 ~1 dr nk t.. t t e ount t in of youth 

n r n l; th tit 1 o 111 turn to Am rio • for tho e mor,l 

in pir'•tion hich lie · t the b is f · 11 freedom; th t the orld 

111 n ver fer er c unl . 

nt rpri e hich 1 inc n tent th th of h nity; nd 

th t eric· 111 com 

kno th· t h put 

nto the full 11 ht of the 

ove · 11 oh r r 

• hen 11 sh 11 

t , n th t her 

flr . 1 th fl · n t o ly of eric• b t of n ty. ht other rea t 

peo l h · evote itself to th o h t oth r n tion 

in th . orl " c-- 11 loo or n int nt th· t thrills the 

or 1 ir ri hts? hol dy 11 c h n 1~n n ,here · ref 1 n 

o .not no t h· t t r 

nd of r1 v· o s 

1 nif c nt, it ·s 

111 verb 

n·in , but 

·eel r ti n inde e denoe 

b 11 e t h t (·nd th t 1e 

uch oc nt ver dr n 

it 111 b r' n nth 

in 1911~) 1f 

1rit o the erio•n eolrration of 

In denoe, n t t m rio h 11~ ,ed hi gh th 11 ht h oh 111 

" 

hin unt · 11 

o 1 of ju tioe 

rio n for 

ocept no - " 

U pi OU 

ner tin rt 

rty 

g 

r o· n r 

1rr t ted 

1 , n 

eet of m nkln to the 

oe." er o r t h orl ! 

r. 11 n n h1 eeoh of 

r o ," n .t or provin 1 l, 

er c , not r • n .r i o th t 1s 

f r n r1c· th· t ende vors to confine 
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it lf in l n rr o h,11 o • ol · tion, f e· r·n t t t h orld 

· n ce t h y b ' r c· n for 

bi eric I , er c 

of tl n 

ould b t roph t, the 1 · der, the 

u1 e, t i t in of t e ol or ' Th· t 1~ t J . ric • 

th t . r. '11 n h pre ohe t o t h 1 rio n peo le. 

he e re r . 1 0 ' t o re tnes I • 
no t ·.t e of hi ol i.., es en r T kno t · t much , 

·1n him 0 C iticize, but do no t f irn e hon t 

jud ent u t o re 11 e t .• t in r . 11 n, ,r c · , nd hum 

in n ho 0 cr1 1 I 
rh n tion ere ei hed in the b 1 ce, -

ity 

., 
1 

America an hum\ nity f oun oh· pion . enius f p litio 1 st tee-' 
;: or· ft, propl et of . n Y• 1 or~ c n n ver b un n • Amerioa , 

111 never beoome all in, nity 111 n ver • in lo t the 
_ight t t h el before its te r- e. um• nity ,.y not 

obt in its desired 1 n t '11 Y., u.r or xt r, but they c nnot 

per • nently be enied; f or n id • 1 once 1 h as beoo e vit l, once 

it h e beoo e intel l i 1bl t t he m n s o.nd t he • rt of millions 

of peo le, o· nn t be r : nently enied. The ar h· e been ved for 

hum nity throu h th intellect 1 contribution, th im in · tive 

, nd po tic ifts of th , n- 11 on. 

·e m y be ju tly prou of him, not beo use h is 

r. 11s on, but bee u 

r duct of 

he 1 n meric 

eric • 11 e. 

o se r. 11s n, · fter 

o other n t1on oould have 11, 1 th 

1·0 uced 

L1ncol • 

11 on ju t • no ot er n t1on could. h ve pro uoed a 

1 o 1 rly teen o ~ent, the pr o uct, the um tot 1 
oi ' 11th t 1 finest in 

him e • re r ~i ing th 

erican life, n in x· ltin d pr· ieing 

n not o ly, ·re ·1 o pr 1s1n - merio, 

th't voic d itself ,n found itself in the mind 

of its ohildr n in the hour of need. 

oul of one 
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It ee1Js to b • n ot o providence t ~t henever 

America f' es t e ni -·ht, ver tr ls et it , h never it 

he lost its yin the orl 
' 

:,Om ovJ, ppe 

horizon ~.nd br·· ·e , 11 ht o .. • i ·nee . Th t 1 ins ir• tion 

• nd holy testimony to t e hol someneee , the oundn e, the 

iv1n1t of e ocr y. 




