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J:IC'YP II MUI AW!!• SJicYIB .91 "PJ>PJJE!IC 

iJ1DAI811." 4' !Bl HKPL!• us; 561h S!RD! !& 

CD!RAlf AJBIU!. SJllDAY llOHIIIG. J!ll y. 1919 • 

----------
In ou last lecture•• aaw the hmabl• origin of 

lhe great faith of Israel. we alRdied the aoil, Qll&ttrao­

tiTe, lllllnaplrlng. ,a., lhe ■oil wh1oh oonta1De4 the aee4 

of fa.tare greatn•••• yom will reoall that we aai4 th• 

religion of prlmitiTe I•rael ••• Te17 ■a.ca lite ,he rellgloa 

of all pr1m1,1Te men. the worahip of pri■itlTe Israel 

••• the worahlp of apirit■,, of 4eitlea whioh aeemel lo 

inhabit almoat eTerJ' pqaloal ob~eot. When Iara.el oo■•• 

out into the vi• of hlator., alreatt one deity ha• aasaae4 

a plaoe of pre-eminence, and that 4.eit, le lmona •• 

J•?-Maor Jeho-rah. lhe oreator of life and the oovenanlel 

4e117 of I■rael. !hat••• out of the noaa41o elage of oar 

people's hi■to17. When the7 entere4 canaan they o ... into 

oontaot with a more e1a,orale, a ■ore a4T&Doe4 rellgloua 

01111. and 117 oonqa.eri11g lhe oanaaall•• thq ••~ oonqmerel. 

,7th• religion and the ollllare and the olvlll■atlon of 

lh••• oonqa.ere4 cana&Dltes. BaTlng beoome an agrlollll11r&l 

people lnatea4 of a won4ering ahepar4 people, the7 aloplel 

all the agrioaltanl leitl•• of lh• caneanl,••• neTer, 
I 

Jloweffr, aaarrenl.erl111 'Jl• 1nat go& of the 4e■en. ,ae 

peollliar I■raelltl•h 4e1~ Jehofth. the7 fon114 ■oMthllll 

like,_ prlaltlTe pan1JleOll•112,V gob,-~ go44e■ae■ • 

'" one ■a,n• gol, wJlo l• JeJloftJl. 
•l• 
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we - al■o, if 7ou noall, that the religion of 

the primitive Jew ha4 ve17 little of the ethical or the 

moral about it. The ~•ligion of primitlTe man••• purel.7 

a ceremonial an4 a rltuliatio religion. Bia relatioa 

with hla deit7 ••• a purel.7 formal relation. Th• 4eit7 

demanded oenaln righta and certain aaorifioe■ and the 

obaervanoe of oerta1D praot10•• and outom■,-•the teeplng 

of oeriain fe■,1Ta1■• the offering of the first-born an4 

■im1lar th1Dg1. If the worshiper performe4 the■e thing■ 

falth~ull.7 he wae acceptable to the cleit7 an4 won the faTor 

of the deity. If he 414 not, he enraged his deit7 an4 

■ub~eoted hiaaelf to the wrath and anger of the infuriatel 

go4. the notion.that Goa is the aoaroe of ■oralit7, the 

ln■plration an4 the goal of the ethloal life, that re la 

the lndwelliJ:11 ethical impalae of man,--that had not come 

into theaental hori■on o~ primitive l■rael. 

'°"• I aa14 that all people• paaaecl throagh th••• 

elementary atagea, bat fw people a4ftlloe4 be7ond them. 

IQpt and Bab.ionia, for uample, aunt gradually 111to 

a Teritable moraa■ of iclo~tr., or polythei■m or prieatoraft 

and neTer emerged from it. Bow I ■rael came to out it■ 

wq through all thla and -•rge in the light of a greater 

truth 11 ■iapl.7 a a,e,er., llte all phenomena of geniu are 

a ivatery. one can onl.7 deeorlbe, one oamaot ezplaln. •~ 

the Green anl not the ROUDa ■hould o&rYe the moet 

,eautifal marbles an4 ■ing the moat •••utiflll aonge one 

oennot '811, •-• of all the tend.ng tribe■ of the gnat 

•l14erne■■ of Arabia, th••• t• 1oatt1re4 trl•e• of I■rael 
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alone. aholllcl faahion a Gocl idea which woald endure 

forever, while the canaan1,ea who preoedecl th•• in 

Paleatine, and who were alao the original tr1,e• of 

the deaert. ooalcl aot, one oaDDot say. Wb7 ealden.17 ln 

I■rael a gro11p of Jl8D, titanic and inexplioable, shoal4 

arise an4 epeak o'f net and an'famlliar tr11ths, 11en who 

woRld ■oorch with the fire of bmrnlng wrath ancl heal 

with the balll of soothing lo-Ye, Mn who woald oane their 

•67 ,hroag.h the larkDe■e ancl open new ancl wonderful Ti■tae 

of bPJMD progre■■ ancl hcMn prOllllee. one oamaot eq. 

standing before t.be pilenoMna of gen111■, whether ln41Tldaal 

or racial one oan onl.7 ■&7, one oan OD17 predicate of it-­

lt la. !hat l■ all••lt l■• 

oat of the Ta■t allenoe■ of the al■o■t en4l••• 

w114erne■■, th••• f• ■oattere4 \rib•• of I■rael ca• 

■oaehow, bearing withla their eoal■ a latent paeelon ana 

1111i11Jled and laartlolllale longing for 41Tlnlt7 and for 

Jt1■enit7, whloh paaaion and wbloh longing, ab141ng t.broagh 

oentarl••• germinate4 ln the aolll o'f ~e people, awaiting 

tile IIIOlleDt of fllll tr11itlon an4 exprea■lon, and then lt 

o ... , aato111141ng the wor14. 

IOW, thla •• movement, th11 novel thlllg which the 

palu of the J• OODtrlbutel lo the hiato17 of •DklD4, 

thi■ v1Tl4, ra41oa1 reinterpretation of life al re4etlal• 

tion of religion whloh I■rael gan to the wor14 •• oall 

propu,io JadalD. th• prophet■ of th• ninth, the eighth 

an4 th• ■eveath ontln•• before th8 ooaaoa era attaotel 

tae prllllllTe nllglen of I■rael a, lt■ weate■t polat■• 
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!'he 1111aa1oa of the prophet ••• a two-toll one: tint. 

•• ~•lro7 pol7lheln 1D I■rael. an4, eeoon417, to azotise 

or moral1H religion. Bl13ah ••• perhaps the tir■I of 

the prophet■• thoagh not of the lltera17 proph•'•• lhati■, 

thoee -prophet• whose wntlng■ h&Te 4eaoen4e4 to oar 4q, 

to olearl.7 ohallenge the people. "If Jehovah le 7oar 

GoA, wor■hip M; lf Baal l■ 7our go4, worehip him." !her• 
ot O.iTlnlt7 

08111101 be a plarall t7 of aonrelgilt7" 111 1a:rael. There 

oannet be a pantheon,a ■711theal■ ot go4a ln 1arael, jut 
., 

•• there 414 exist ill Greeoe, 1n ROme, ln B17Pt an4 ln 

Babylonia. !hey went a atep fllrlher. There were maPJ7 

I■raellt•■ at the tlae who were reaq to agree that Jehon.h 

••• the God of Palestine. the G04 of Iarael, all•powerflll 

and aoTereign, bul that other ~oplea who l1Te4 in other 

lan4e ha4 their god■ equally a■ powerful and e,aa117 •• 

great. we haTe an eoho of that lhoaght whioh ha■ been 

4ea1gD&te4 b7 ■tudenta of ooaparatiTe religion aa 

--one God for onl7 one people. we have an 

example of that ln the book of Jlldgea. Jephthah write■ 

a letter to lh• Ellll ot 1--oa and 11&7• to hi■ ■outhlag 

like thl■: "Wq 'be eneld.eaT I.el u be trlen4■• !Jaat .. 

whloh ooanote■ 7011r go4 ha■ oaue4 thee to po••••• that 

whloh thoa. po■N••••• an4 that whloJa cheaoah ov got 

hath oaue u to po■•••• that we aball po■•••••" IOII, 

tu prophet who ooaoelTel of Qo4 •• lhe anlTer■al 004, 

tM onalor of hffTeD ua4 earth who•• 4oll111loe 1■ ltallel 

not lo one plaoe. not to one people. wJao la the Qo4 of all 

people an4 of all rao••• it••• ,helr aabltloa to lllpn■• 
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upon the minda of the people thla thoaght: that the 

god■ of the Gentiles are 14ola witnout reality, without 

aubatanoe--imagea, the oreation of the hand of man. And 

over again and again throagh all the inspired worda of the 

prophet■ 1a aotel and reaoted thla thoaght; that the 

goda of all peoples are idols, the7 are nothing; they do 

not exiat; there la no reality in them. God is the God 

of the Ph111etinea and the God of the xoabite■ and the 

God of the A1111onitea, an4 the Go4 of the canaanitea an4 

the God of ihe wreeta, and the Go4 of the Bab7lonlans, 

an4 the God of the E87J)tlana. B• controls their deatinlea 

~ut •• maoh aa He controls the 4esti117 of Iarael. I ua 

quollllg the Prophel I■alaa. ICM, lt took oentulea to 

1mpreaa lndelibl.7 mpon '4• oonaoiouneas of the people that 

which to u■ toclay ia a platitmde; bul the prophet~ went 

a atep fmrther still. !he people aa14, "•• uo.,t 

Jehonh •• our God, ,a.t then there le no harm in 

obaerving these praolioea and oaatOlll8 whloh haft oo• 4owa 

from the pa■t." tJaeae practioea of d1Tlnat1on of whloh I 

■poke last weet. "!he7 are helpflll.; we oan 41 Tine the 

tu.ta.re b7 aeana of oaatlng rocle, or throagh water 

4iTlnat1on, or throqh oonalllting the aplrlta of the 4ea4. 

WJl7 nolf". !he prophet■ loote4 upon th••• praotio•• a■ tu 

praolioe■ of the heathen. !he7 mew that the■eiraotioe■ 

preaappoaed the worship of •117 demon■, or go4a, or deiti••• 

ua4 the7 ■e, abom, lo uproot it coapletel.7. Bo••• aa14, 

"lf7 people oon■alt their woo4en bloot■ an4 •••t the oraole 

fro■ their ■taff"••NferrlJlg to the praolioe of 41TlDllll 
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b7 ••• of rod■ an4 b~ohe■ of tne■ and wooten atatte. 

Th• Prophet Ieaiah n14 1111to the people, "When the7 

aa7 anto you con■ult the gho■ta and the faaillar apirite 

I.bat ohirp and that mutter, ea7 unto them, •shall not 

a people oonalll.t 11■ Go4T Jor the ■ake of the 11T1ng 

■hall we conaull the dea4T'"AD4 the Prophet Micah 
'' 

in anger ea14, "The ti• will come when G o4 will 4ewtro7 

all the witchcraft frta aaong 70a. and uproot all the 171111 

aootheu7era." !he prophetawere opposed to divination 

not onl7 beoauae the7 preauppoaed pol7theiam but al■o 

beoauae the7 preauppoee4 lhl■ faot: that a man oan 

divine the future b7 meane of artificial, meohanioal mean■ • 

!he prophet who oonoeiv•d of God ae aplrit tnn that the 

future••• the hidden book to the eyes of the children of 

•n, tha~ divination is a lie, that onl.7 in the moral life 

oan -.n ■eek ga.lclance from God b7 endeavoring to lin 

a perfect moral life, and through Mditation and self• 

ezamination • .lDd ■o the prophet■ eet about to 4•~ thia 1D 

lhe faoe of the religion which reoognized the TB11d1t7 of 

the dream a■ a aeam of nvelatlon. You •111 reoall 111 

ao• of lh• ■tori•• of the ,1,1e whioh are oo■poae4 of 

the 41■, 41■tant pa■t, Jaoob Ne■ Qo4 •• ln a dream, 

Qot appear■ to Solomon in a rilion al nighl. It wa■ th• 

al.moat al veraal belief of the 4q that the 4rMII •u the 

obannel throggh whioh G04 revealed Bl••lf to -.n. 

low, the proph••• a• that man reoeinl the wor4 of 

Oo4 not la a lreaa anl not ia--,. abol'llllll etale, bat when 

Jii■ 111n4 ••• moat aolifl anl hie eolll moat alert, when all 
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the epiritul energies of hi■ boq were •••ting and 

thirsting for God. An4 ao Jeremiah ■qa, "Let hl■ 

who baa a 4ream tell hi■ dream; bat let hi■ who hath 

reoelved the word of God tell the word of God. What 

hath chaff to do with the grain! The dream la ohaff." 

Tr~• prophesy, tru revelation, true inaplratlon depend■ 

upon no meohanical artifice■ and upon no ■uboonaoiou or 

abnoraal state of mind and aoul. That led the prophet■ 

11lti•tel7 to redefine the meaning of the word "prophet." 
• 

What ie a prophet? The Hebrew word nalmi which mean■ 

"prophet" originally meant one who atanaered and 11a.ttere4, 

referring u4oubtedly to the practice prevalent in tboae 

4&7• and ■till toda7 in aoae of the eaatern ooutrie■, 

e■peoiall.7 among the fatira an4 4eniahea of India, who 

whipped themaelv•• lato a fur,: b7 some artificial mean■ 

such•• a wild 4anoe or b7 drinking the blood of 

aacr1fio1al animal■, and then in that state of frenz7 

or poaae■■ion to ■utter wort.■ , inexplicable to the orclinar'7 

bystander, but interpreted and explained b7 the priate who 
• 

mew the aecret of it all. !he original nabhl , then, 

wa■ a poasesae4 derTi■h or aoothe■qer. You remember 

the ato17 of Xlag sau1. salll aeeta a group of euoh 

prophet■ and he la lnfeote4 with that ma4n•••• and ■trip­

ping hiuelt he hurls hluelt upon the groaa4 ant for 

the llveloag 4a7 muttera ancl ohirpa and orle■, an4 people 

•14, "I• Saul al■o among the prophet■!" !hat wae the 

original prophet. But the prophet•• 4eflne4 •1 the grolll' 

_,_ 
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prophet was not a aootheeayar at all. B• did not 

prophea7 of the future at all; he was the aoothaeayer of 

the people; he was the epokeaman of .God; he was the incor­

porate oonaoience, the articulate soul, the emlodied idea 

of the people. and hla fanotion waanot to foNell the fmture 

t~ help people 1n their 4ail.7 occ~pationa. to re1olve them 

of their 4ou~I• and dreads. ,u, his f11nct1on was, as 1■ 

expnaee4 in the word■ of the prophet, "To tall Jaoob 

his sins and Iaral'a trangreaaiona." B• was the voice of 

the people calling, call.ling to 3ustice. to righteouanee■, 

to faith in one God. 

~hat was the first great oontribat1on of Israel to 

religion--• denial of the ex1B1-Doe of maD7 gods, a 

denial of all artificial means of eToking the will of the 

deit7 and the eatabllahment of the great trath for all 

time, that man can oome in contact with God only throagb 

bie moral oonsoiouane••• through his aoul alone. And the 

seoon4 great oontr1,ution ot the prophet■ wae, aa I ea14 9 

to ~ , or moraliH religion. ·' Por all Hi■ •a;r• are 

,uet, a Qo4 of faithfalne■e and withou, iaiqllit7. :uat m4 

righi ia B•~ that 1• the definition of the 4eit7 giTen 

b7 the prophets. Jut and righl; Go4 la a Godo~ ~ut1o• 

and righteoa.eneae, ,he ■oa.roe, the foantaln-hea4 of moral 

oonda.ot aaoq 'I.he oh114ren of man. !he relation• of aaa 

are the 41reo\ oonoern of the dell7•-"Jmat1oe belong• ,o 

Go4." J.n4 when '-he prophet mrgee upon the people to be 

~ut, t.lle rea•oa la alwqa, "Por I amt.he I,ort.• ADcl 

when the prophe, 11rg•• apon the people that ■upreme al ••t 

-s-
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the ■old, I.he lnepiratlon of lhe ethical life. !hal 

••• lhe eapreme oontr1,atlon of the prophet• of I■rael • 

God le more eapeolal.17 the »roTlder, the proteotor, the 

defender of all the anfortanate-•the blind, the lame, 

lhe deaf, the orphan, the widow, the tatherlea■, the poor-­

a God of love. "!h~u shalt not hate th7 brother ln 1117 

hean for I am the Lord." •LoTe t.bi' neighbor•• thyeelf 

tor I am lhe Lord." Beoauee of that the pro~hete beoa11111 

the gnate■t ohamplon of eooial luetioe iD the history of 

hamanit7. With what bitter iDTectlve■ the7 laehe4 eTe17 

eTllenoe and manlfeetatlon of inJatloe in I■raelt Bow 

rutill••• lhe7 were, how 11Dooaprom.■ing in their attita&e. 

how aflll in their 4enunolat1on1 the7 m• ,a.et•• I■rael 

of a maoh later u,e expressed It, that the aeaaiah would 

long ago haft oome were it not for the faot that bi■ bani■ . 
and feet were ahaotled with chains of the cult. the7 
I • 

tne11 the oorruption which wealth, 1117 gotten ,ring■ to the 
' 

·•olll of man. the7 4enomaoe4 him ,eoamae of their intense 

·ap1ritaal conception of God. !b.eJ aleo were forced to 

4enoance thoee 1nat1tut10118 an4 practice• whloh lhe peo~l• 

ob ■erve4 ln tJloae d&J•, and which in theuelTe■ perhap• 

••re not haraflll. ln1t beoaa■e th•r plaoe4 1ae oenter of the 
' 

rellgiom■ life in the inaitmtlon aad the oereao~ 8114 the 

obHnanoe aa4 not la th• ■oral life, the prophet••• 

oallecl m,- lo ·liuaaoe th••• Yoa aow that one of 

the gnat faillag• of laG■ID llfe l• lhat •• reacll~ late,-



• 

• 

/ 

• 

I 

fora for the oontent, the bo47 for the •oal, the .organl••• 

tlon for the eplrlt whioh eTote4 lt. J&an hae a tendeno7 

to ••co• lnatitmtlonallze4. to become oTer-organise4, 80 . . . 

that the 80.ul ie nathecl ln the artiflolalltiea and the 

lrapplng•, the clree■lnga · aa4 forma and oeremonl•• antll 

lt etlfl••• !he prophet■ tnew lt an4 80 the7 ea14 anto 

the people,"that la not what Qo4 desire■ of 70a. 

sacrifioea! Did you forefathers aaorlf~oe forty 7eare in 

the •114ern•••T Bo. I am weary of 7oor eaorlfloes; 11 

la an abom1nat1on,--7omr holl4&7e and oeremonlea an4 7oar 

, beoaoae 7our hands are fo.11 of blood. 
I 

yo11 oannot atone to·r 7oar ■ina .b7 ••1ng foraall.7 plo11a. 

wuh 7our hande, olean 7omr eollla, oeaae to do eTll, learn 

to do well." !he7 ezpreeae4 eTer and anon a eplrlt. a 

aolll, not the ltoq ud IJle oere o • !hat today le a Ter,' 

1 

pertinent taot, a tnth whioh ut not lie forgotten. 

1 
. Todq lltftl■e MD think that the7 •7 appease the clelt7 

I 

an4 atou tor ~•t al•• by ,rtaglng ■aorlflo••• !Oiq 

th• aaorifloe■ M7 not be in th• natv.re of a la■b or a 

aheep. It tel:•• another tona••enclOlflMnt of edo.oatlonal 

lnat1t11tloa .• ,alldlng of hoapltala or aillilar deeds, 

but when a 11811 oo•• to regard hi■ oontr1,utlone to th••• 

thl11g■ aa uorlfloe■ to win the faTor of the deity or 

of ■oolet7, the7 an aboalaatlona • "thu ul th the 

Lord." What ••• the or, at the prophet throaghollt th• 

age■T •Juetloe ■halt tho111".eOelTe." AD4 •h•n•••r a ... 

to4&7 ■trugle■ .,.1aa, the 111• of lite, the ia~utloe 

ad lh• orael Ti■ltalloa• of ■oolet7, hi• Tolo• 1• 811 
~ 

-10• 
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eoho of ,he anolent Toloe of Iarael c17ing, "Th• 

of all timea, jmetioe, 3uatioe ehalt thou pmraue." 

IOI flee fro■ it,; bat puraRe it. The prophets ••re ..y 

not diplomat■, the prophet& were not aoolaliata, the 

prophets were not politital eoonomlete. the prophet■ 

ha4 no theories, eoonomio,. or politloal, er eoolal, the7 

had one theo17 oal.7, and that ozae theo17 waa· God, and that 

ls theory enoagh for•~ man. The7 aoaght juatioe in 

life, to rego.late all relatioas of men and peoples •1th 

the principle of 31l8tioe. 

If I were to aam up the work of the prophets. it 1■ 

aimpl.7 thi■: ethical and monotheism. waen the Prophet 

Micah a&71, "thou haat ,een told, oh man, what ia God and 

what the Lord doth requireof thee, but to do justice and 

love mero7 ant walk hmabl7 with tq God," he la giving 

an ethical and monotheistic conception of Judaiem. 

To do ~uatioe and love •~--that le the eynoretiem of 

religioa life. withoat it your religiou practloe■ anl. 

ob■errancea are so mucJt olap-trap or foole17--aeaningleee. 

to do ~uatloe and to love meroy, and then to walt humbl7 

with tq God, the one God of the anlverae. !o be au~e, 

the prophets were extremiata. ITe17 prophet 1■ an 

extremist, that ie why he le a prophet. !O be ■are, the7 

an ldeallet1 and abeolatiata, el•• they WOQ14 not haTe 

,een prophet■• Yoa know•• an lempted, eapeolall7 la 

thie practioal age of oars, to .look down with a oertain 

aaomat of oonteapt upon the 14eal1et azad the e•trelliet. 

Ile 1■ 1apraot1oal. Wh7 1 he live■ la awor14 of abetraotlon. 

-11-
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th• worl4 ooul4 not get along withoat th••• dreamer■ 

of 4re&ID8. theee vi■ionariea, these extremists. After 

them mut oo• the paotioal aoraliat■--the aage, the wl■• 

MD, the lliniater, the prieat, th• rabbi; he auat endeavor 

to incorporate these 14eale and to give the• a local habit­

ation and a name. After the prophet 11111at come the exeoa­

t1Te of aooiet7, tbe man who shows ue how to do it; eooiet7 

woald never get along without these lnesplicable, th••• 

tremendous peraonalitiea who ■eea to coae from nowheN in 

some m,aterioo.s, unknown way, and apeak with lipa to~che4 
the 

b7.burning ooal of inspiration. uttering wcr4a that blend 

the11111elvea into the aoul of hmnaD1t7 and remain theN •• 

·• ooueoration an4 •• an inspiration. 

proph9ttc Ju4a1■■-•that la the essence of Jadaiam. 

we shall sea in ou nezt leotu.re Jiow the aagea an4 the 

wi■e ••n and the rabbi■ endeavored to make these ideal■ 

effioient and practioal, how the7 aet about to aafegur4 

them by eatabli■hing a wonderful 4iao1pline of conduct. 

_ ••shall••• how the apirit of the Jew, onoe having beooae 

oonaoloae in the eolll,ia never,from that day on,oompletel.7 

forgotten. It paaae■ MD7 ma.tatioae IJld modifioatione; 

there are ma117 oroae oo.rrenta. ba.t the 4eep o.hannel• tl09 

on nif'l.7• e■oothl.7, freel.7--the 4eep ohannel■ of ethic■ 

an4 of aonothe1••• "!hou hast \een told, oh •n, what 1• 

Go4, for ,he Lord doth reqm1re of thee, bat lo do ,matl7, 

to love mero1 and to walk hwnbl7 •1th t~ God." 

----------
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