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yc,o;g n MBll ABBA !• s1LVEB, .2! "RABB111c 

,IP'DAISll", A! !lb !Bl(PJ,11 IAST 56th STRBE! AID 

9ll'1'RAL AVE!YI, SUIDAY KORIIIG, J!!I !!• 1919 • 

-----
In oar 4iacua1oa of prophetic ·Ja4aiaa laat week 

70a will reoall there ••re two chief oontributlona of pro­

ph•liaa in religion--the one, monotheism, and the other 

the i4ent1f1oat1on of religion with ethios. I lligh, haTe 

apoten ot still a th1r4. aii4 that la the 4eYelopaeat of 

the 14ea of the ale■ion of Iarael, a unique idea among 

peoples and of tre•ndous laportanoe and signifioanoe to 

the world. ID the Bab7lon1aa ezile the Jew became awaN 

of a great truth. Be oame to loo apoa . hie aiafortane, 

hie exile, hie auffering, •• pain and atonement for th• 

alna not of h1118elf onli bat of the world. &Del he o .. e to 

loot apon liMelf a■ apon a ■enant of the Lord, a witDe■■ 

of ,he Lord, the ■poteaman of the Lord. Ia the tl■11laaioa• 

MDt whloh followed the 4eetruotloa of the t .. ple aid the 

great aafferlng whloh attended it, the Je• foanl a nn 

■olll aDA a new oonno,s.oa. which ••• ,h1a: 1ot onq 

la ta people of Iarael a people of prophe,a, a people 

that oan pro411oe the great prophets, 'bat that Ille people 

of Ierael ltaelf la a prophetio people, lhat I■rael lleelf 

1■ a prophel aato tile people• of the world. 

the fuotloD of lh• prophet••• to•• I.he epoteealll 

of the 11Tiag Go4 u4 tu fanotloD of J■rael therefor• 

to'• •tke 1S.,ht anto the nat1oa1,w a 
.• . ,, -1- ,t 
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ooTenant eaoag ,he people■• '°"• the idea of a ■iaaloa 

hu '••n ■aoh 4epreoated and aaoh abue4 in recent 

7eua. It ha■ been abuae4 pr1noipall.7 '117 ano,her 

people ,aa, olalll for itaelf ,he prerogatiTe of being 

the ohoaen people of the world, to iapo■e it■ xultare 

apon all people■• I aaialaln that there la a radloal 

41fferenoe between th• Pru■ian concept of a mi■aion an4 

the Jewieh oonoept of a lllaaion. !he PrG■■ian, too. 

regar4ed hie Ealta.re •• of aupre• nlldlt7 and 

i■porianoe to the world, and he ■et about lapo■lng lt 

11pan the worlcl. !he J• llkwi■• regarded hie tnt.ll 

•• aa.preae ant he, too, ha■ for thouanl.ll of 7ear■ 

en4eavore4 to make 11 preT&ll in the world. Bat the 

41tferenoea are ftat and nlloal. !he Pru■l&ll aet 

u ~e goal u■ler,; hie alm aa to maeter the world ant 

iapoae hie xalture upon the world. !he 14ea of the Jew 

••• ,o be the ■erT&Dt of the wor14,--•the aenant of lhe 

Lor4.• !he Prualan en4 .. Tored to i■poae hia nl,ture b7 

foroe; the Jft. en4e&Tore4 to oonTlnoe the world of hi■ 

,ra.th b7 lo••• Yoa oamaot preach o1T1111atlon aD4 0111,an 
. 
through~• moath of~ c&m1on, and 70~ oanno, thraal 

14eal1ea into 11&DtlJl4 with the point ot a ,qonet. 

!Jaa .1111illh ooaoepl of IJle ml■eloa of the people wen, 

haa4 la h•d w1,a . the lhoq.lll of the lreMn4ou r .. pon■111-

lllt7, of the all-luplrel reapou1,111t7 whloh 11 ealalle4; 

1, ltroaght wllh 11 a ••••• ot Jallll1llt7, of Ja1111,1eu■ 1 t!le 

Prll■■laa 14" o ... la a •,1r11 of arrogaaoe ant prlle anl 

lloulfalne••• !he te■t, the proof ot th• trath of tu -·-
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Praaelan lila■lon wa■ ,o be Tic,017. 4oa1n1on. control. 

••b~eo,1on ot other peoples. !he truth of the Jniah 
I ' 

ideal and the a,amp aild teatimo117 of hie miaaiona17 

appola'tment was to be suffering. If a man would clala 

for hlmaelf the title of leader of hmnanit7 he ■uat 

proTe it b7 hie rea41neea and hie. willlngnese to suffer 
I 

for the sate of b11JDB.Dlt7; he auat pay for it in blood am 

!he Jew baa ~utl.7 earned hia title of ~The w1tnes• 

of the Lord," "!he ■erT&nt . of the Lord," "The light 

u~o the peoplea," b~oauae of hia two thousand 7ear old 

I uintain that the ideal of the lliaalon 

la one not to be aooffed at eYen b7 thoae who are 

intense nationalist■• I aa1nta1n that the Jew 11U1st haTe 
I 

a reaeon for remaining aeparat and 41at1not in the wor14-­

• proteat~t aiia9rit7. I •in_tain t.bat the Jff!I, mal.e•• 

he ,11 at all tl•• oonsoious of a peculiar deati117 

whioh he ■ut 1ene, of a ,.111ng, &11 lDTOklng ■la■ioa 

which he aut follow 1D llfe,--anle■■ there 1■ a ue4 

an4 a oall for hi■ ■enioe■ in the world and to~ hi■ 
. 

■uttering. there ia no reason for hla exl■tenoe. ne17 
' . 

people .baa a a1aa1on in life. !he . mia■ion of the Jn, 
I ' 

,o-, Blint the ■oat exalte4 '•o•~•e the aoat neoeeaa17 

ln ,hmnan life, le to preaoh Qo4 to -.n aa4 haanlt7 ,o 

IDAD• IOII, \hen, prophea7 i■ ,after all,onl.7 a program. 
I 

a pronoanoeHnl; 1, ha■ to be ap,l1e4; lt u■ to be ma4e 
' 

real ucl Tlkl aa4 ,,111111 lathe 11n• of •n• ltropaeq 

1■ lite ■ee&e that haft ,o be •••4 aDI watere4 aal 
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atten4e4 an4 weeded an4 prepared for halDUl oona11111ption. 
I 

!he prop~et~ e~uo1ate4 the great trRthe. but men ha4 

to oome after thea,to · interpret them. to explain them. 

to ezpalld them. to appl.7 them, to incorporate them in 

11111 ■ an4 onato .. and praotioee am inetitutiona. and that 

••• the work of the aorlbea and the eagea ana, ultlmatel.7. 

of the rallbie. 

So tba t ra'bl»inio Jlldai■-. of whloh I ■hall speak 

this morning. 1■ ■la,17 a oont1Juaatioa of prophetie■ la 

I■rael. AD eaaential. real oontinuatlon of prophetina 

ln Ierael. I emphaelse the point 'beoaue it hu ,eea 

repeated more than onoe that rab'binlolaa. ao-oall•l• 
that . 

marked ~ • decline in Ju4alem.; l t ••• the beginning of 
~ tJaat 

degeneration wlich oullllinated at tm ti• of Chrietlanltn. 

At the time of CJ1riatiaatt7 Jadaiam wa■ ■o degeneratel • 
I I 

ao lltD.ea■,prleat-rl4&en aDl law-ridden. ao eaptJ' · Of 

aplrlta.al content, ao haokne7e4 that a new religion hat 

to oo• into the world to ■aTe the ideal■ of Jadal•• I 

for the wor14. AJl4 we maintain that it 1■ not true. 

We MlatalD that the wort of the rabble••• ■iapl7 to 

pre•em ua4 to aotuli•• the teaablng of the prophet■• 

!he l4eal■ of the prophet• ••re neTer loat eight of 111 
' ' 

I■rael. !he fQIIOtiOD of~ rab,l• le well expre••·' la 

the aen,enoe whioh I real Ihle morning. attribate4 to the 

Mn of \he great ■,-gogue. It ••• a three-foll one. 

Jlnt, "B• deliberate ln l114gaenl," an4, "Bal•• ma117 
9~ 41eolple~, • ant, "Make a faoe aroiml thel{ a11., •lr,t 

of all be 4ellberal• la ~GqMat. Iaterpntel 111 a larger 
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aenee 1, means thia; atuq the torah ao oareflll.17. 

to every nn demand of every new elate. !he ,orah, 

,eing the inspired and ,he reveale4 wor4 of God, bec&JM 

the center of the religious life of the people. !.hat 

waa the hub whence eYerythlag radiated; that was the 

oonat1tutlon. Bal the ,orah wae not r1g14. It••• not 

fixed, it was oapable of being eZ])andel am interpreted 

and elaborated, ■o •• to ,ate 1n the new condition• anl 

new oirowastanoea of life. It waa fluid to a market 

degree; it••• flexible 11114 pliable. ~long with the torah 

wa■ an oral tradition. along with the torah ••• a whole 

eoheme of exegetlo interpretation. I,awa could be deriYe4 

fzaoa the torah; l•• could be read into the torah b7 

.Q.. 

of the fact that the 

bible became the great authorit7 in Jewiah life, ,hat 
t ' 1 ' 

therefore the Jewiah life••• narrowed am atultified. 

!he great ■traggle between the two sects in I■rael, the 

Phari•••• and the Sadluoee■, oenterel about th1■ Yer, 

point. !he Sa44uoeee bellenl in no resurrection and lhe 

Ph&ri■eea bel1eve4 in reaurrec,1on. !hat 1a mere~ 

lnoi4ental. !he real polat in iasm• between th• Pharia•e• 

an4 the Saddmoe•• ••• thi■: the 1•44ao••· olalMl •• 

noelTel \he lorah fro■ 11ra. •• boma4 omraelYea to 

ob■ene it; •• will obaene eTer.,thllll t.laat ia ln 11 bmt 

ao,a1. .. . aor1. lo Bablai, ao ■ohool of rab111■ nae the 

rlgJat te 4er1Te •• or at41t1oaal. lne fro■ th• torah. 
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!he phari•••• ■aid that if t.lle torah ie to re1111,ln a 

helpful thi.Jlg in J•i•h 11:te, •• mo.at have the right to 

interpret it, to aeet the new oonditiona of the day. 

Th• Pharisee■ were the party of progreea, of deTelopment, 

of evolution, the part7 ot the intelligent lait7, of the 

soholara, and ao the atruggle waa fierce and intense 

between the two parties. "To be deliberate in judgment" 

••• a challenge to mate the law vital in Jewi■h life, m4 
' that••• the great work of the rabble. And ■econdl7, 

"R&iae ma117 41aoiplea." Before the Babylonian exile. 

religion was Yery mo.ch a matter of ritual, it was in the 

.banda of the prieata, it waa a matter of out. In the 

Babylonian exile the cult loet ite hold upon the people; 

religion beoaae aoatthlng more personal. !he ■7D&gogue 

••• founded in th• Bab7lonlaa exil~. and religioD beoame 

more demooratlo. It became the ooza.oern of eYe17 maa, 

an4 the bible••• placed 1R the han4a of the people, 
. . 

an.4 from that 4a7 to thla Israel became the people of the 

boot, and the great paeelon, the great deaire of the J• 

fro■ that 4&7 to thia hae ,ea lo rai■• ••~ dieoiple•• 

118.117 pa.pile. "~t eYe17 1IBD beoo• a ala.dent ot th• la." 

B4~oat1on--tJlat ••• the aecon! great •ort of the rab,1■• 
I 

Aad th1r417, to mate a•fenoe aroud lh• law/' After 
• I 

the Ba¥,9niui exile th• politioal aait7 and ln4epen4enoe 
,, 

,of 1arael wae gone, bat for a brief per1o4 of 11•• a.n4er 

the llaooabe••• !••Jew••• neYer again an ln4•pe~4•nt 

nation. !her, waa ,., OD• lhlng to hol4 lh• peopie togethez 
' 

lo ulf'J' th••• to preeene the 1nt1grlt7 an4 the oontinalt7 
-a-

. 
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of the religion of Israel, and that waa the torah. 

Bat the torah ••• threatened first b7 Babylonian influen•• 

wha the Jne were in Babylonia. anl thenb7 Perelaa 

intloenoe when P•r■la conquered Babylqnia~ and then 117 

Greek or Hellenic 1Jlflueno• when Alexander the Great, in 

the middle of the fourth oentury conquered B&,71onla, anl 

then by Roman intluenoe when the IOMDB conquered i,ab7loa1a, 

and, final.17, Jmdalam waa threatened b7 the rise of 

Chrl■tianit7. !O defend the truths of lUdalem anl holl 

th•• intact the rabbi■ had to throw a fence aboat it, to 

bu114 a bill.wart. a■ it were, 1'7 ~••• and to prepare the 

people for the great war whioh ••• to oome. the war of 

■•lf-pre■ervatlon, b7 orgaD1z1ag the■ alaoet on a alllta17 

plane, 117 regulating their raltllla b7 aeans of a etrlat 

41sc1pl1ne. When a nation ia n4angere4 b7 a foreign 

ene.,. it organ.lie• it•elf 111111ar117 and aubjeot■ lt people 

to a rigl4, compelling 41eclpllne. !he rabbis knew the 

dangers that Jadala■ facet. an4 ao the7 began to deTelop 

a dl■oipllne which wol114 control the life, th• orcli11&17 

4all7 life of eTer, Jew. 

1ow, it hae ,een aa14 tbat the la aa 4eTelope4 ,, 

the rabbi• and•• tou4 in the talaa.4 beoame a lea~ 

affair; it 1tlfie4; it was a fearsome burden upon the 

people; it 4rove oat th• eplrit; lt exaltel the letter 

and the oll ■ern.Doe; lt wa1 foraal, it••• external, there 

•~• llttl• of plet1 la it an4 little of the 1piritaal, 

aa4 11,tl• of the eaotlonal., an4 ,Jae Matlaenta1, lt wa■ 

puel.7 art1flola1. 1114&1• ••• re4aoel tea qate■ ot 1•• _,_ 
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b7 the Bab7lonlana. !hat,of oourae,haa been themaln 

Chrlatlan oontentloa for oeatariea, and that, of course, 

ia antr11e. the law ••• neTer regard.eel ae a ba.rclell ,7 

•!he gnat loTe ••• ahoWD anto 1arael, ba., the7 ••re 

g1Ten the torah b7 aeana of which the wor14 waa swa7e4." 

The g1Ting of the law 1111to Iarael ••• an act of loTe 
I 

unto Iaraal. !he torah, t.be7 aaid, gins life unto 

tihoee who b•l•• ln it.-· It waa lite-giving; soul in 
I 

!he7 ■peak of the ■ix hrmdre4 am thirteen oollJIUl(­

menta and ' •deanr to show that eTer., aot of the Jf/fl ••• 

nqed with legalia■• Moat of the aix handre4 thlrteea 

o~JIIDAD4aent1 are la•• of pablio 3utloe. •~oh•• 7ou fla4 

in ■odern oo4e8 .ot l•.-•laws relative to the aoqlliaitlOII 

ef propert7. to marriage aa4 41Toroe, oiTll 1•••• orimiaal 

l••• lawa whioh exl■t to4a7 b7 the hu4re41 and th• 

tho11ean4a, an4 whloil non• of aa reprcl ae a barde a.pon 

ou.raelTea. JlaJQT of th••• law■ IIPPl~ to individaale or to 

groap■ of in41T14ul.a llle the priest■, the LeTitea. 

J1BJ17 of th••• l••• •re panl.7 ethical aa4 ■oral l••••-to 

be hoae■t, loTe ,.,. neighbor, to help the poor, to 

Pr&7,--oen..inl.7 no, 1alll'4ell■OM lue. !h• al■ of lh• rabbl• 

•i•P17 ••• to ooue6ra,e •.,.~ ao, an4 e"fer, ••nl of 

JumaD lite. lothlng that a 111&11 414 lnal that he oaa 

reoel•• that halo,~ auolit7 if tom la the pro,.r spirit. 

II••• a eanot1f1oatlon of the whole of haaan life. If 

a 111111 ate he••• nol to••' lite ab•••' of the tlel4, bat 
-a-
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ae 1f QOd wen preeenl there. Ilia ta,1e wu aa altar 

and he prepared hl••lf •• if he were about to offer a 

■aorifice. Be waa ordered ,7 la to waah hie hand■ aDI 
• 

reoite a pr&7er. an4 'break bread an4 reolle a pra7er, am 

after the meal to recite another prqer. There wa■ a 

halo of reTerenoe. of glo17, of divinlt7 shed over the 

commonest and most ordinary acts of haman life. If a 

■an •• ~a b,autiful aoene. a wonderflll sunset. a fine . .. 

na11er. he · recite4 a pra7er. II wa■ bringing the maa . . 
t \i I • , 

into conatant, iat~t• tomoh with d~vlnit7. God••• 

with hi• eT•~ JIOMDt of hie dq. . ' 
' 

!hat . i~~ow aalarated the J• was with piet7 and witk 

religio~. and when 7011 get into that atate 7011 do not feel 

it a 'bardan, 70a feel it an ezhlle:rating inflmence is 7ou 

life. !he l&bllath. for example. wh1oh haa ao 118,Q 
I 

reatJlationa and ■o •111' oOlllllliaeions to the outalder, to 
I 

the DOD•Jft,--h• ae•• onl.7 the prohibition• and the . . 
. 

reatrictlona not to ~o this, not to do that, not to 

'traTel, nor to walk too far, nor to do Ul7 work. nor 

to read, nor to write; the aoomaulat1on of all prohibi­

tion• atanl•• ancl frightens him, anl he aee■ how horrib-

17 lnoaraerate4 the JHtOP.le were b7 their lawa. But th• 
I 

Jflfl who o'b~erTe the sablalh doe■ not feel the realrlo• 

11••• at all, bat he feel• the holln••• anl lhe beaa'7 
' ' I 

of the leb,alh, h• th• Ba'bbath 1• IJae ODI 4q ot ,~ • • 

•••t when ht f1a4a li118elf. It la the one 4a7 wJaea the 
l 

I • I 

!Jae ln •••. aerel.7 tu fenoe aroma4 the life of IJae Jn, 
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a neo••••l7 fence. It . did not iJlpriaon him, howeTer. 

!Jle JR haa lived tor two thouaand 7ears ll!lto the law 

an4 dil not ooaplain of ite oppre■aiven•••• 
• I • 

th• ra,,1, 414 not fort,t the prophetio -eleaeat• 

ot Jadai• at all--God &114 , ~utioe. 

famous phra■e of the rabbi who eall. . 

. 

you recall that 

"Jetter is the 
I \, 

. . "' 
oae hour of repentance and good 4eeda in thla worl4 

than all the~• an4 all the eternitiea ~f the worll 
. 

to ooae.• one hoar of doing good 1D t.lu.a mrld 011tweigb.a 

all the glorlea and all the beaaty aa4 all the happlneae 
. 

of all the eternit7 ill the world to come. ihe7 414 not 

forget the real e■aence of Juda1am--Qo4 and jutioe. 

The7 faoel new con41tiona. the7 faced a world inimical• X 

·_a worl4 tnat waa threatening lo ab■on them. to deatro7 
• • I 

them, they did ••t to live because the7 blew that the7 
I 

ha4 10Mthing •~rth while to 11Te for, and the7 were 

going to ■ub~eat theuelTe■ to an infinite nllllber ot 

■elt-i■po■e4 re■tJIDtJoaa,--tence■••~uat ■o the7 '1U,:J 
. 

de■erve theuelT•■• »o not get the imprea■ion that 

after th• period of the prophet■ there ••• n~ hilll 

in Jewia.ll life worth while. After the Dile ■GIie of 

the eho1011t ad ■oat preoioua bite of literature wen 

fa■hione4. so• of the propheoie■ of Dggi. zeoharlah, 

and K&laohl ooae from the period after the ezlle. 

Portlou o• the torab 1,■e1f, the boot of Jo,. ,1aat 

pziofou4 bit, that •■,ertul •a-1111-11.p of 1'-■ lo111tt• 

ant~--·· groplllg■ in thl• world OOIN fro• thl■ perlol. 

lu entire wl■lo■, the 11,erature oontalne4 in Ille 



• 

• 

• 

I apooa17Pae; the wisdom of 
'• ,, J_ 

-~ , the wielom of 

Solomon, the ft.et literature that was not 1ncludel in 

the bible but altimatel7 oame to be oalle4 the hidden 

boots of the apooaln••• the book of th• psalms, which 

aomeuve said was but another type of prophesy. ID ..k" 

prophe97 Ood apeata to man, in the PPlJU -...n epeat■ to 

Qod. 1owhar• 1n1he literature of the world 4o 70R finl 

■aoh a kinehip, a nearn•••• a cloaenaas to man •1th hia 

neighbor•• 7ou find in the Paalma. And when people 

tell ~ou about legal1R, aa4 fenaali••• and atralght-laoed 
, 

rabbiDioiea, point to the Pealma, whioh wa■ a produo, 

of an age when rabbin1o18JI began to come in existence, 

and tell them that ia not tru. You recall those 

few line• of P■ala 73, oonoernt~ which 

ea14 that we of this generation are not eTen wort~ to 
. 

rea4: "leTertheleae I am continuall.7 with thee; thou 
I 

holdeat w, righ\ hen4. !hqu wilt guide me with th7 

oou■el, and afterwards reoe1Te me with glor.,. whoa 

.baTe I in he&Ten bat thee? Alld beaide thee I 4e■1re none 

upon earth. ir., fleah and rq bean falleth; bat God le 

th• a,rength ot rq heart aa4-, portion foNTer. ,or, 

lo, th17 that go tar from th•• shall perlah, thoa ,4oat 

4eatro7 all of th•• that go aatN7 froa th••· Bat•• 

for• the nearn••• of God 111-, good. I haTe 111ale th• 

I,or4-, Qo4-, refqe,that I aq tell people tq worn." 

J.D4 iD th• tal■R4 1t•elt. th• tal■at l■ not a loot ba, 

a literatare. It COTer■ ill J•l•h hlato17 the .... 

per1o4 of time that l• OOTIN4 ill -,11■Ji literata.re f?OII 

-11-
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Cha.acer to the present da7. Th• !almud is not a litera­

ture composed solely of law. It baa two main divlaiona,-­

the Halaka which 1a God, and the Hagada, which is lore, a 

story, a fable, a legend, a philosophy, a theoeo~hy. The 

talmud an4 the Miahnah are full of those sentiments of 

real piet7 and devotion~ a sentiment, a 117aticiam that 

!O 811Dl mp rabbinic Ja.dalam, it was faced with a 

problem of how to confine Judaiam in a world that waa 

faat changing. Israel was driTen o~t of Paleatine, it 

wu being soattered; the center of epirit11&l life hal 

been tran1formed to Babylon, from Babylon it might move, 

aa it did move, ,oa1.1 parta of the world. Bow waa Israel 

and ita faith to be preeerved in the world? How wae 

propha17 and the ideals of prophesy to be preaerve4T 
.. 

And the7 evolved two thinga--a law and a discipline 

for the preaenation of Judaism and J•iah ideala. Let 

us not today Qll4ereat1mate not alone th~ importance of 
. 

the work of the ra11,1a •ut the importance of that Ye17 

•~•e discipline which the7 e1tabliahed, for•• an not 
I 

7et safe in tile world 1114 o&ir wort is not 7et done. anl • 

aa long aa our work is not 7et done•• are atill •n the 

firing line, ancl •• must a,111 maintain some fora of 

41ao1pline or our entire morale 1118.7 41eappear. I cannot 

emphaaize the point too~etrongl7. Reform Ju4a1am bl 

retriend, to a, mind, the ideal• of the prophet■ ,7 

empla■i1111g ,hea anew. !Jaat ••• the great contr11'a.tioa to 

.. 
Jll4aiam in ao4ern ,1 .. a. Jilt it h&a lo■t - ■iglt of tu 



• 

• 
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great contri'bation of the rablll, namel.7, that 1D the 

lla■poft a 41aoipliae ie e■aential if Judain is to ~ 

be preserTe4 . 

Jadala la more than a a7atea of abatraot truth■ ,an4 
I , 

ethioal 41ota eaaentlall.7 ia that; but lt •• are to 

preach theae thing■ to the world•• need trath■ am 

• &114, aboTe all, we need to preserve ouraelTe■• 

·and th••• ab■traot ideal■ will not preeene ua; we aut 

pre■erTe them. and in orler to pre■erte them •• aa1t I.Dela 

apoa a oertaln minillUlll of religioaa iiaoipline ln ou 

life. we oamaot do ••Al' •1th••• neep all th• law■ and 
I 

all the 1natitRtlOD8 and all the CReto• and all the 
' 

praotic•~• whio~ age■ of history and th, nee4 of life 

and the experience■ of ou people have bnilt up. !he7 

neTer wolll.4 haTe come into be1'g a.nleaa life 4eman4el 

them, and I •llltala lhal life leaanda a great 4eal d. 

them to thie Tery da7; for, ain4 7011, · doea 11 not 

foll• al.Jlloat lnevitabl.7, an4 1n almost eve17 oaae that 

the man who •87• to hluelt, •1 am a good 3•, eTea 

if I do nol olaaene oertaia outo• aat praotloea,or 

a,ten4 ■enioea in ,ae •JD&aogu, or een4-, ohil4 lo 

• religioaa ■ohool,--4.oe• lt no\ 1n alaoa, eTer, oa■• 

fol~ow that hi■ oh114 4rlft• fro■ Ja4alua u4 l~the ooar■e 

of tl• 4rlft■ lnto Chr1■,1an1t7T ••an• mlnorit7, 

ooutantl.7 \.lareate4 lo 1te aa.1taerge4, an4 al••• there ta 

a tenoe aroa.114 u, a 41■o1pllne to holl •• to,.ther, 

to bill4. u, •• are 1D 4&11pr of aaeilllllatl_oa. I•. I 
. 

UI DOI enlting the 418cipllae it•elf. 10 111111•17 ... 
-11-
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' will hola •P the 41■oipline •• a ao4el ia an4 •Y it■elt, 

,at 11 la of ea.pre• 1■portanoe in aa ma.oh•• it aene■ 

the altimate goal, tu ultimate ob~eotiTe, am we haTe 

an llltimate o,jeol1Te to gain in life. How much of that 

41eo1pl1Jle •• oaght to retain 1■ so•thlng we ■a.et deter­

llliDe in the course of 11••• W• must eeleot those cGstou, 

tho■• lawa, tho■e practice■ t.bat still hav• a meaning 

for Ge, an4 we aa.■t hold on to them. I tell 70a. men an4 

women t.bat we ■ll8t hold •n to ~hem·; · 7011 oannot 4r1Te 

Jlldaiam entirel.7 oa.t of10a.r home. BTe17 veatage, eTer,­

nmnut, ayery reaembranoe or influenoe Jewiah-•7oa cannot 

clrlTe these thing■ out of the life of 7oa.r ch114ren--ob­

sern.noea of hol7 clqa, wlioh oonetantl.7 bring new ln■pir­

ationa into thei~ 11Tea, whioJl are oon■tantly re■1a4era 

of their meanlDg am their dealiJV in the world. Yoa. 

oamaot 4riTe theN tlinga a.tteri, oRt of 7our llTe■ anl 

then expeot Ja4ala and the J•• to remain in the world. 

Yoa oannot be 1n41v14ual1■ta, eTe17one of 7ou, and think 
• . I 

of retaining the ■orale of the people. If eTe17 soldier 

1n the an11r.were an offioer lD aDI b7 aad for hl•elf, 

the anv- woal4 not •k• aoh healw&7. •• have had too 

■a.oh ot rellglou BolsheT1■■ 1a .Tll4a1•, •• hav~ to• 

■a.oh of ill41vi4aallaa in Jewi■h life. It 1 ■ tlM that 

•• reolal■ a ,1, of oo-anlt7 re■ponaibilit7, of ooatmai'IJ' 
• I 

41 ■olpllae, of the ■ub~eolion of ln41Ti4ul ■entl•nt 

and 1nd1v14ul opinion to th• aoo111111late4 opinion alll 

aperleaoe of tile people tJaroqh n .017 oentul••• •• X 
. 

Mnao~ alwq■ feel oar own oonTiotion1. we ■hoa.14 not 



• 

• 

• 

prefer oa.r wn oonTiotloa■ an4 ••ntlmante •1 thoat 

atGq ad w1,noa, 1••••t1gat1on agaiut the aooamalate4 

ezperieaoea of oar people throagh oentar1••• 

!O lie . 
4eliberate in appl.71111 thelaw to life, to rai■e •117 

41eo1pl•••. B4uoa,1on, atuq, the 4emoorao7 of Jni■h 

life,-tbat waa the orown of ita glory. ETer., Jew waa 

a •oholar an4 a ■tu4ent. !~e tend•nq tocllq to relegate 

eoholar■hip and kllowle4g• concerning ,hinga Jawi■h to 

a f• 1■ not an aot of progr••• ,utan aot of ntrogr,■-

aion. Prom the 4q■ of the flrat exile to thia th• 

Jft hu en4•aTore4 to 4emooratiae Jadain, to pGt the to:reh ., 
I 

ln the haada of eTer;r Jn. !u lmi4eno7 of re:tor11 JRda1sm 

haa been, llllfonuatel.7, aal: aaoouoioual.7 1 to relegate 
' 

th8 torah and the atlll.7 of the torah to the few profeaaioa­

al •••• Judaism aut neTer beoome the poaae■■ion of 

• group of profea■ional ■en beoauee a■ ■oon a■ it beooae■ 

that lta progreaa 1■ ■toppe4 definltel7; it 1■ lnal1tutlon­

all•e4 lmme4latel,7. Ra,lae MIil' 41aolplea an4 ·mate ·a 

fenoe aroaa4 them all. we haTe }rote• MDT feao•• 111 v 

ov.r t111•rn••• to pl•••• the world. w• have trampled oTer 

ihoae ,eaa,ifDl gar4ena of iJle apir1, of oar people that 

Jlan •• wa,erel with t.lle tear■ of our peoJl• for oentu1•• 

111 oar eagerna■• lo,. like alo other people, to 1hoa 

how little Jfti■h •• oaa be. Lei ua noall a blt of the 

ezperlen••• of oar people. Jeno•• an nee4el, 41■oipllae 

l• 11eoesaa17, when a people faoe■ a wor-14 ancl ehalleag•• 
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