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LECTURE BY RABBI BBA II. SIL .:.:JR, OM " IS THE ----- - --- - --
T3E TY OF DJ!CE A 'PE1,CE' TREATY," AT T J --

SUNDAY J.iO:RJ.lI! G, JU] J 1st, 1919. 

-------

If ih .t I say this morning will sound a bit str nge 

to ears that have been accustomed to hear of the constant 

unity of the aims nd ur oses of the .llie~ in this~ r, 

ears that have been accustomed to her clrnost nothing but 

pr' ise for the motives of the Rllies fro .. thi~ ul it, I 

hope that you vill attribute the strc ~cness to the Pense 

of disill sionment bich I have expeTience 0 ince the 

publication of the abstract of the ~re ty of ris. -Per -

hc..ps I ,myself, and the millions like me v1ho re ex erienc

ing a ce~t in ~mount of disillusion ent are in a ense 

res onsible for it. le w nt a bit too much of emotional 

idealistsand too little of olitical realists. e flung 

our vision too fr, winged our opes too hi ·h . One is 

not justified in ex ecting erfection in an 11 too 

imperfect 1orld . le dreamed, f course, you ond I, and 

millions like unto us in e.11 .... rts of the ~orld , th t 

this ar would m rk the end of the thousand years of 

,ar Sn(1 usher in the thousand ~ 0 rs of e ce. • /e hoped 

th t this war would ooe the end of imperi lism and the 

beginning of reLl democ~acy. le spoke enthusiastically 

about self-determination of small eo les, about o en 

coven nts o enly arrived t, about 
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embracing all free ond sovereign peoples . re spoke of 

the end of scheming di . lomLcy and the beBin 1in of real 

democr cy in the world . 

'/ell , perha s we were a little too innocent of t he 

wi les nd the 1 byrinthian mr.neuvers of .:-j uro ,ean di 101:.r-cy 

erh ps our hope wa ~ a fond hope , but it certainly w s 

a holy hope . Je were not entirely to bl me for thi 

enthusias of ours . Did not our le der and our 

spokesman feed the flames of our enthusi sm? Did not 

1r . ' ilson himself s eak eloquently,cl~ssic~lly , 

enticingly of these same things , and did not his words 

i r 1ly that the other llies had acce ted h's ide ls , nd 

did not tho universal =cceptnnce of the fourteen princi les 

as a b sis for t he termin tion o ho s tilities ' nd the 

signing of the ictice ive 

that a new d y ~as dawning". 

urrnce to our convictions 

l e Jere not entirel. to 

a lame . 11he • t het ic thin of it all , t he tr edn of it 

11 is th L our i deals could h ve been re lized if int e ,--

high quarter of our gorernment there wns resol tion in 

pl£.ce of vacill tion , pl n in lt..c , of t heory , f oresight 

in li.,ce of i gn r o.nce , ro ... he tic st<.: t e s . n .. hi in 1 ce 

of co. promise . • or the tre~ty of eace as we h ve it 

cannot , by any stretct of the im g ination , be c lled a 

peace treaty . There is no romise of peace in it . rt 

b a .nany of the e r - 1 rks of the _ eace of ienn of 1815 

and the " re ty of 1871 . rt is imperialistic to de ree 

nd vindictive in a fri htful mecsure . The~ irit of 

vae victis ( ~oe unto the V'nquished) is v ritten lar e in i t. 
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One looks in v·.in for thi .. pacious generosity , th t 

s irit of forgiveness 'nd reconcili tion , that he ling 

sympathy 1,;ihich one was led to antici oate from the ' ords 

of our leaders and our spokesman. one trie9 to c tch 

in vain the uccents of such sentirents s these from the 

:~uth o~ our leaders oken durin~ the d~ s of the war: 

"You ct..tch with me th_e voices of hurrk .. nity th t are in 

the air . They insi t th t the ,;1ar hall x:io t end in 

vindictive ction of any kind , that no n~tio1 or e le 

shall .e ·robbed o:r tlnished bee use the i1"ros. onsi le 

rulers of single countr: h re t emselve~ one dee 

anl abo inable 1rong.' {' 

rt is this tho ~ht that has be .n ex re .. ed in the 

forrnula -- "NO anne _a t ions , no con )ri but ion. , _ o n ni ti ve 

indemnities . rt Lest you t .ink th t I ~meager tin , 

thst I • m unfai nd extrer e in expres ... ion , let me 

quote you ~ome of the entiment of men nd roups of 

men nd of women conce.ning thi treaty , opinions th· t to 

w.y mind a_e 1orthy of respect n consider •ion . . r . 

. dler pc ks of the ". oral b nkruptc. of this 

treaty." ishop Gore , the most leurned reli ious tinker 

of ...;ngland. , \Jho f vored our city la t year b; vi .. d ting 

us , and who h since reigned his 1ishopric , sa- s thi 

' ince the r 1.i tice YJ s etr 1ck , \J e em to h ve looked 

in v,:"lin a. on-· the nations of t e ·1 orl 0 • ,.y etter 

i it th n that of the old nation 1 in i i u lie • he 

secret treaties h ve not been .iso1 ,ned but nre s ill 

effective , t..nd I sk .. rou to ca t --our e· es over t11e nations . 
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•. 'here 0 you see e irit 1 r er than the old .. elfish 

s i it of clai.in ' s .uch a - u C' n et. out 0 the 

s irit of claiming c;...S 1 uch a~ -rou ca n get C n ,. rise 

exce t uni ve • .. al 8cramble . It ic hard to resist 

oppres ion of each other , i O!ever you ift_ibute the 
is 

11 othing 

he 

cl re , und the leugue of nations i1 the reatect eril 
A 

of becornin0 an organiz-tion of the hllies to keep erm ny 

per.anently crushed. Jhe leag e of n~tions nd the 

,ouncil of ~en and the o cil of 1our appear to be 

i dentified ~ith the Council of ictors. ~he le gue itself 

is re lly c-using the istrust of all 1ho re lly care 

for democ rac , 0 in as it h S the le st OuSible provi -

sion fort _e real re resentation oi the . inds of the 

n~tions, ~nd ~,t:tutinP or it Ln autocracy f the 

rt1lin )Owers . 

Georo-e s , the eminent Juro en critic,when 

sked what were the ros ect of la tin neace, s id, 

1 orriblef orrible! I fer we shall have ore wars 

th never . .iar Cc;,nnot rino- eace; only love nd mercy 

c n brin eace. nd where are love Qnd ercy? ou see 

onl the te rible e on of block de ni ci •i l \ars 

in more th none countr . pe ce bet een thir t for 

vengeance on the one side nd e ·h ustian andprostr'tion 

on the other side Jill no1 be a dryness under famine and 

shouts o triumph. This ne -born peace is not ermanent .n 

x-a bassador :or nthau, addressing the .oldiers t 

Coblenz, aid, "America ought to begin t once to pre are 

for the next wur, nd for greeter nd 
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Jar than this , for the treat of e ce h ~ not ~ol·ed 

the vi ta.l problems . ' 

The tomen ' s Internation· 1 Conference , whic met 

recently in uwitzerlund , after c rofully studyi the 

"'reaty of peace said t.his: "_he tre" ty of e ce con" e nns 

one hundred illion people of thi<" goner tion in the 

heart of i'urope to povert , disense and despair . " 

The British 1 bor arty , the most 

'ive arty in n l~nd , speaks of he t_e t. 

e ful ro res -

s " be tra.. 1 

of democracy . ~he rt~lian °oci ists cell the treaty 

"unjust and o pressive .... nd conducive to ore war." nd 

the rench Soci lits are mot iciour in their denunciatio 

of it . he./ s ec.k of it s '' crimin 1 bre ..... c h of the 

SW Orn ~ 0 rd , " n c~ S " an O ll t pon r or ls na. rights . " 

1ow , none of these ind· i ls or rou of 

individual~ can be ac~u ed of too much love for Germany. 

e have consistentl uring th war and 

S)Oken o~ the menace of Germen mil'tari 

re the ar 

/e h ve 

urged its bsolute destruction. · es id ht Ger ny 

as it wa then constituted 1as a stumblin block in the 

ay of human progres . urin the 1a.r ~hen er1 n men ifest 

ed a pirit of uthlessne s,' s irit of brutalit , ~e 

s id that Ge ny must be held to account, that Germ ny 

must malice ood ever thin th t he h d I ntonly nd 
11 

brut lly destroyed. e urged durin the dar: da, so 
"' 

·ar , when the lliedcau e see ed to be lost , o t nd 

the 

ir , becau~e our cau e was just , th t God was ith us . 

- -



• 

• 

• 

l/e never Wc;..sted words, or sy npa th:y-, or love , or kindness 

upon Germany; but YJe never spoke of a ·1 r of re -0n e, 

or a WE-r of extcrminc.., tion , nor did our leader, .:r . Tilson , 

in voicing the sentiments of AmArica , e ·ors e k of a 

·war of ven0 eance. I rel'..1e n'bc r quite clearly one o..c- '.is 

1. ost el) r~ uent st te r. ents : " .. f e a_e 11 ot at war wit11 t ' e 

Ger "n ~)eoole , v: e are at ,., r v; ith t.he Ger an rulers nd 

the rulers of the ,entr~l owers. _ s soon as the Germ n 

people vJake up froFt their nightmare, throw off t he yoke of 

militarism , democr•ti ze themselves, repent of their crimes , 

make good their wron~s , and co~e hombly and re entent a nd 

seek the fello•·. shi and. the unity of free e o les, ,e sh 11 

\Jelcome them." 

Imme dietely ~ftcr retur from ... re nee , uhe re I 

had r ore th . i one occasion to J·tnes. the horr ible im rints 

of the heel of t .he -un, yet kn '.tJirw tha t pe ce can never 

be cased upon hate , I sei , in addressin~ l· r e ody 

of citizens here in the city , • .fter the 1~r, durin 

the terrible onths of e'"'cc ... iscussion, • nd d1rina the 

cornin 0 e r of universel recon ruction, •1e s 11 n ed 

a t y e of pat~iotism ,~ich so( rs hi ~he , is more universal,, 

more encornp .. s ing nd one ore b r d to a chieve, f or 

remember, friends, it is much e sier to sacrifice one's 

life th·n to s orifice one's reju ices." If the 

peace which ,ve shall estahlish will be est' blished on the 

bidin rock of per1 nence and not upon the s hiftin~ s nds 

then it must be a peace based upon univers 1 justice, 

on reconciliation, on utu 1 helpfulness mon~ ell the 
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neonles of the earth . fe shall si • 1~ ;~ ·e to .. loll h - ~ 

off the ccretions of ·wa r so t h t e may · ith clearer 

mind n. finer ins i ght treat succes s fullr Jith t e 1ei hty 

problems of po'ce . 

If this ~· r i s not to e the be innin of a c ~ in 

of ter1ible ct..t c.;;. t.~ ~1es , i f thi s is not to be n o en 

ses me to a univer .. c.;;.l ee l mity of centurie : , then v e 

mllst ttke into Ollr lives and into Ollr soul s the biP , 

all - em brae ing s iri t of our 1 nd , wh ich is • ,J i th malice 

to none and with ch rity to a ll . " I t hou ht of it t hen ; 

I hoped for this spirit t hro ughout the months of ei ce 

discussion , not eca use I loved Germ .... ny , l ut becc..u, e I 

loved hur • ni ty no. I loved pe ce; 11 eca us e I kncv1 , bee L1°e 

every stuCent J" history k o JS full well t 11 ' t u.ny bea ten 

nation t hL t f e l embittered buce d t hinks not of 

nd histor,1, is l J y ut of 'Jar a nd pl' .ns ven eance , ,, . 
to st1 ply s ch na tion ·11th such a n o ortuni t , • nd no 

nqt i n ic- so utterl. beaten nd .. o t • oront ' l y broken but 

+h t t· ... ime n ch n c stron tens i t nd ·i·e it t he de ired 

o port unit· . ole on re duced otence fter 

the ttle of Jen . He re uced her rmy to fort. t OU 

Germ ny w ited until 1871 to a venge her. elf . r .nee wa s 

humbled nd broken an d. reduced to a second or third rte 

po er in 1871 . hew ited until 1919 to avenge herself . 

/e pr· .r ed for this bee se Je kne ~ t h t Gerr ny ,ould 

rove a g re ter men ce wet k , ro8tr,te , beaten th n e en 

when she wa s ll - po··1erft1l : d • 0 hty , bee u<:ie u ·1 e 1::ened 
not 

er ny , er ny th t c· / eh ilit te erself 
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economic lly , will become the hotbed of r dicals , f 

wild economic :octrines , of incess nt and unremitting 

revolution . It will become a pla ue sp tin ~urope , nd 

pl gues do not ~top at n tionul :orders nd bound· ries , 

but they tr nscend t'em nd infect other people~ . ht 

is ,hy ~e h~d hoped ~nd or yed ht the st~te en in 

_aris w ouldno t only m nifest the ·piri t of bro· ~ generosi t 

wbic :1 tl eJ roclai: er so loudlJ nd o e-:i_oc1ue ·1y du • ng 

the t.- r , but th t they r1oul m: nifest common c:.,ence • nd 

knowledge of history . o ~esce can l us t w1en its found -

tions are hc.tred , veno-eance , nd ''to the victor belong 

the spoils . ' 

The t r e&t of e ce , to~~ .ind , is f t~ll we k 

in tijo essenti ~l things . ir t of· 11 , in it~ rel ·tion 

to Germany , nd , seoondl· , in it relation to the rest 

of the orld . By the tre ty of pe ce Germany is e rived 

in ~urope of clo ... e onto forty-five th us nd squ re miles 

of urope , and much of it justly. lsace - Lorraine is 

not erman , nd 'chle ig is not erman . • There is very 

littb that e ought to regret in this rectific tion of n 

ncient iron . ut I venture to say ht the faar valley 

and nzig , ·nd the segreg tion of ~ast russi , ~nd the 
upper 

surrender of ilesia 'nd Y st Prussia will be a bone of 
A 

contention for ener tions to come , a festerin~ ~ound in 

the ver~ body of uro e . nd not onlr th t , but erm ny 

is deprived of all er colonies , of o.11 her 1 ht nd 

privileges , nd every extr -~uropean land. 

is a people of seventy-five million ouls , 

-a-
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is const ntly incre sing in· o ulc tion , 'nd you simply 

c~nnot throw t ring of i on • round a. oo le nd tr: to 

hold it in . rt ~oo~ not 1st . The economic 1 rden 1 ich 

is l ticed u on ermc..ny is frightful in the ext re , .e . 

_ s ummB.ry of it re ds • f"ollows: " rh t the 

aggregate Lmo unt of inuemnities ·nd rep&r· tions i~ to be 

h· s t10 t . et been deterr:lined , but VJhutei:er it i.. ,. rm n,r 

is to go on p ying for thirt~y yet rs , beginning wi th c: n 

initi l payment within t ,o ye rs of ~ billion pounds 

sterling . ~ t the s e time it is required to devote its 

econo . ic resources irectl 7 to the restor~tion of the •. 

invaded regions of elgium ~nd ~1 rt nee, to eli er 'nl u· l]y 

for ten ears to these countries nd to rt,1 re t 

q_u ... n tit ies of co· l from one o • i 

the S ar vulley, nd to r 

.rinciu~l co~l fie ds , 

the .ullies nd 

c..ssocin.ted po'. ers )re f erences • nd con ·e ·sions in tr ... de , 

whicl· will go f r toward de troying Germ ny' s co . potj tion 

in 'ny br .... nch of industry . r . h t would not b ve been o 

bad , enormous· s tho penalt- is , if Genn~nv h d not be n 

deprived almost entirely of· merch nt rine 'nd of be 

subm rine cables . In other\ or , cri pled nd . et forced 

to y theter ific indemnities , so thtt it is 10 sur rise 

when the ondon n• ily fews s Je·ks of this tre~t s 

"Stripping er any n· ked , cutting off one of it .. ~rm 

·nd the ordering it to empty its pockets . TT Io much for 

~er .. ny . 

~he regul tion th t 'erm ny must completely surrender 

her navy nd reduce her r to a hundred thous nd is 
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splendid thing rovided the .l,llies h d seized upon this 

aus icious opportunity to re duce t he ir arr ment as well, 

else the mensce is just sb.iftinc from one country to 

another. Of course, the league of nations romised such 

a reduction of armaments, but that is .n entirely 

volu.nt ~ry reduction :nd not a compulsory one. How far 

have the fourteen principles been realized by this 

treety? How fL-:r h s the tre~t r p•one to solve the . -

erple:zing ~nd ropelling protle s of urope, frica nd 

~.sia? I say very little. In f~ct, it h .s ab ogated 

the treaty. The tre, ty of evce h~s deliber~td~ t ken 

l[· rge tract of terri tor:r belongiw. to • eace-loving • 

people that fought in this war (China), a trl ct of l·nd 

holding millions of people ntan nd surrendered it 

entirely to J· p·n. J p .n , in ny res ect~, i 0 the 

Pr11ssia of the nacific. (Yao Chow •; i th it bea11tif11l 

city of aio Chow, 1hich is the key to the enti e peninsula 

of Shentung , is surrendered to Jap n) !hy? Becruse 

Jap.n "permitted" Chin' to enter into this war, and 

beccuse of th t Jap n is to be paid. ht h s become 

of the ~rinciple of self-determin tion of eo les. hat 

i h ppening to it in Yorec. 

suppression of revolution 

e read there of the bloody 

peoples strug lin~ to be 

free, sup ressed by' nntion th t fouP-ht for democracy • 

fha t h' s the tre ty of eace to say concernin -~gypt? 

by, revolution hbve r cd for over~ year, ut which 

the censors stifled as fr as wo re c~ncerned. hat has 

the tre 0 tp of pe ce to s· yconccrni Ircl nd~ peo le 

-10-



• 

• 

• 

strt1gglin to be it .... elf c...nu liYe its m n life? I othing . 

It VJ ould not even countenc:.,nce L )resentf tion of. the cl ims 

of Irel nd . dh t h C"IC) 
uu the trea.ty of eace to saJ concern-

ine· ... . LlSf' i~.? not hing . Its policy has been the olicy 

of the council of three or fot1r or ten , the s&me olicy 

of VJatchful Wc..iting , of blundering , as it bt.s been since 

the d· -~ of tho lussian ... evolution. They fr. iled vi1i th the 

Kerensky government ; they supported the Lorniloff u rising 

and they f ~ile ; they file_ to come to un underst ~nding 

with the noviet government , thereby Drolongin· the 1ar 

another bloody year , and now they are ende L.,cring to back 

up Kolchak. I hope they have greater success thun thfff 

have had heretofore . 

Has the treaty of' :1eace °Qroa ht e· ce to Europe? 

'
1here is war in Russia , in ol&.n ., in _ oum nia , in 

Hungary , in ·ustria, in Cr echo-Slovakic this ve rionent , 

and all the loud rote at~tion~ of eace ure denied by these 

ft·cts . "!hat has t ho troa ty of Jenee to say concerning 

religious freedom "n d toleration in the 1.1orld. .f ve they 

spoken~ ~ord? Have hey h d the courage to ennounce for 

all time the right of peoples to enjoy their own 

religious convictions, unmolested? They h~,ve not . They 

are nov1 seeking by subterfuge to try to introduce this 

rinciple in inc. i viclual tre· ties , \Jhich he ve not the bindin 

power , nor the uthority , nor the grandeur of , 

declaration from a peace conference . 

The prosnect to me seems rc..ther unpromisinrr . our 

hopes have riot been re lized , and ourspokesm n 'nd lecder , 
- 11-
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the m n nho f or t\ib ears wa~ the o.rbi ter of t 1e e~ tinies 

of t .. e worl , i'"' coming b' ck a s~dder and sm ller m n . 

. erh ps a league of nations may rectify some of hese e4r r . 

rt is r· ther doubtful . The league of nations ·ould h ve 

been c strong~ indinc in titution if the ri hts of 11 

~eoples haQ fir t been established nd the desires of all 

had firGt been Shti fled , but as long s question~ of life 

c;;;.nd death , ... uestions which re close to the very life of a 

e ople , re in un ol ·ed , this m 0 chani sr of le o-ue of 

nations Cc.;;..n lit le avv.il . Crt mi ht rove to be house of 

gl ss for 11 ve knov,) s it reads ut • rec-ent the league 

of n tions is ver r little more than an instrument to 

protect and defend the integ ity of ~our 1 e~t overs --

~ngl nd , 1r nee , It ly -n J 

able in mind ~hether the 

n , nd it is r · ther question 

ea 0 tutes of merica 

i ready to subscribe to such lea ue , i r ad, to 
• 

bind itself , if not bsolutely , leg 11 , or even or lly , 

to uch ~ romisc n uch a ro r r m. _er s the 

re 1 hoe lies · ftor 11 •ith the future , with the 

liber ls of the f ture . er a the ovornments of 

these great po ors ill get ooner o 1 ter into the 

han s of people ,,ho re lly love o ce nd a.e ire , it nd re 

readJ to s~tisfy n tional egoism , n-tional iJ cri lism nd 

n ti on 1 imbitionc.:• to et it . Then there is a ossibllity 

of the tre· ty oein edified n enl rged , im roved nd 

cle nsed to eet the real roblem of the lorld , s ti~fy 

the er vin s nd e rnin s of llpeopl e , ·m d brin bout 

hallo· in· ,concili tion mon 

- 12-
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tortured peo les of the e rt· • , y the time of 

htllo~ing ... ption be 1ot f· r dist ,m t . / reue 

-------
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