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.;;;;.LE__,C...,;;TURE___, ... fil RABBI ABBA 1!• SILVER ..Q! " PALESTINE, 

AS I SAW IT", AT THE TEMPLE CENTRAL .AVENUE AND - -- ----
EAST 56th STREET, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1919, -
CLEVELAND, OHIO . 

.. ._ ______ _ 

One of the earliest recollections of my 

childhood are the words of my very, vory old grand­

father, spoken to me on the day when he begr n to teach 

me the bible. He had taken my future rofeeeion for 

granted. I sometimes wonder if this pious, strictly 

observant old rabbi--for he was a rabbi--knew the sort 

of a rabbi I would become, whether he would have been 

so anxious. My grandfather belonged to an age thet has 

long since ~aesed, end to a civilization that is ~aat 

dying out. They were not at all worldly wise--the men 

of bjs generation--and yet to those that knew them, there 
w 

was a elight charm in their lives that it is difficult 

to find in their ~ore worldly and th~1r more raotioal 

deaoendents of today. "My lad," he said, "when you grow 

ap and become a rabbi, you must make a ~ilgrimage to the 

holy land." "And Why must I make a pilgtimage to the 

holy lendt" I asked. "Well," he said, "when I was a 

lad~ gfandfather, who was a very wise man and a great 

rabbi in his day, told me that when I grew ap and became 

a rabbi, I mnst visit the holy land. Bnt, yon see, I 

am old now • and b eoanse of my many e ina 1 t w aa not given 
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me to visit the holy land, so th.at yog will have to do 

it." 

It is not a little thing to disregard the 

wishes of a grandfather. Grandfathers have a habit of 

asserting their authority even after they are dead, for 

somehow they bequeath unto you a little bit of their 

souls. You may move in a oirole altogether di~ferent 

from theirs, and in a world far removed from their 

world, and yet somehow your grandfather is always with 

you; a little bit of their lives and a few of their ho~ee 

and their longings always remain with you. So what can 

you do? ( YoQ can change your name, but you cannot c ange 

your grandfather. And so it was really nre-ordained 

that I should make this pilgrimage to the holy land, 

and I was anxious to do it as soon as Possible, lest I 

should grow old and ihe accwnuiation of JIG" sins would 

render it unfit for me to visit the holy land. And it 

is perhaps to these same ancestors of mine that I owe 

t he faot that I profited so much eniritually and intel­

lectually from JIG" nilgrima.ge, because the aupnlied me 

with that mental attitude wh i ch is necessary for a 

nroper a preciation of such a pilgrimage. 

I sometimes think that the Cook's tourist 

ought not to e ermitted to enter the holy land, .beoa11se 

the nrofessional tourist brings nothing to the holy land 

but a vague curtosit7 and tips, and leaves the holy lRnd 

minus the curiosity and minus the tips, and nothing else. 

When one via1ta a land that is redolent of memorie• and 
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historical associations, a land that is rich in the 

nromise of rejuvenation, one must bring witft him, tucked 

away somewhere in the corner of his aonl, a bit of romance 

and i)lle.gination, a little music of the far-away things, 

and a backgroa.nd of history. When one annroeches a country 

that wa~ old when England was not yet known, a land that 

has seen ten empires sweep over it in tides of invasion, a 

land that baa witnessed the ruins of thrice ruined cities, 

reared into palaces to be ruined again, one must a~nroaoh ., 
eao& a :t-s.na in the same spirit with whioh one approaches 

some old masterpiece--faded and cracked,from which the 
• 

backwash of the ages has drained all the brightness of 

color, but which, in spite of it, and erhana because of 

it, possesses a nriceless grandeur and sanctity all its 

own • 

I remember speaking one day last year to a member 
tk-,1, 

of the French Academy who had traveled extensively~theee 

United States. He was giving me hie i 7nreseions of our 

land, and the one thought that he emnhasized mCII t strongly, 

and that remained with me almost indel bly, was this: 

"Your count ry," he said, "is a beautiful country, but there 

is sanething in it that I, as a Frenchman, cannot at all 

appreciate. " "Wmt is thatf" I said. "Why," he said, 

"you are so frightfully new· your homes are so terribly 

new, and the farnitare in your homea just fairly shrieks 

with newness. Everything about you is fresh and bright 

and unto the moment.~ He enid, "We French love a bit 

of the mustiness of age about ou.r homes. We like a bit 
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of the charm of antiquity about our furnita.re; we love 

a little of ruins in our cities." now, the American 

tourist who visits Palestine with this newness and notions 

of efficiency and up-to-dateness is prone to be disappointel. 

But the man who has an aunreciation for the old and the 

anti,ue, for hist ry; who can revel in memories and in 

aseociations,--that man will aunreciate even the unclean-,, (A¼~ 
liness and the poverty of the cities of Je-7.uaelem, a.nd 

will have keen symnathy with the new life thnt is begin­

ning to pulsate through t he old, old land. 

I came into Palestine by way of Egypt through 

the desert, that same desert which our forefathers crossed 

when they left ~gypt on their way to the promised land • 

But while they traveled on foot, their American descendant 

was able to travel on th.a ne r ilroed built by the 

British during the war. I must say, however, that if I 

knew the kind of a road it was, the kind of oars that 

were on that tr in, I might have preferred to walk myself. 

It seemed as though the train was dreadfu.lly anxious to 
J~~ 

invite the desert inside to play se.nd-storm. Dn.t while 

~ it took Moses forty years to make the jo · rney, we were 
" able to make it in seven hour~ 

~ Palestine is a very little country, just one 

hundred and fifty miles long and a hundred miles wide • 

But that should by no means make it inaig:1ificant in 

your eyes. Greece is a little country, and Holland is 

a little country; so is England a little oou try. History 
I.-

does not require vast territories as t1III stage for its 
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mightiest lrama • .4illll1. P~lestine ie a very beautiful 

country. I remember sneaking one day with the founder 

of the Bahist movement, who lives on the slo,.,e of Mount 
r" 

Carmel, near Haifa • The Bahist movement is very strong 

in the East, and plrticularly in Persia, and IIlB.ny Bahiet 

societies exist in this land. He was very;kind and 

gracious to invite me to his home, and I spent a dey 

with him. When he spoke about Palestine, he said, "The 

remarkable thing about this country is that it is a little 

world all by itmlf; it is a miniature of the gre~t world; 

it is a little u.niver~, it is a microcosm. Almost every 

land fonnation and weter formation that you can think of 
,,,i}.J. 

younfind in ttis little land. You ha 7e the greet sea, -

the ·edi terre.nean See, on the western side; you he.ve lakes, 

the waters of Merom, and the Se of Galilee; you have 

salt water see.s--the Deaa Sea; you have hots rings 

around Tiberias and Jericho; you h~ve wells and sprines 

and even waterfalls. As far ns land fonnetions are 

concerned, you have portions of Palestine that are as low 

as thirteen hundred feet below the sea lS'el, a.round the 

Dead Sea, and as high as four tho sand feet above the 

sea level, around Mount Hermon. You have tronical 

climate in one part of the land, and at the same time yot1 

have eternal snow on the to of the motintains in the narth • 

You have tropical vegetation, yot1 have the vegetation of 

the temperate zone, and yot1 have alpine vegetation in tis 

one little land." "And, of course," he said, "yot1 have 

representatives of all religions and of all races and all 
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peoples in this little land." "So that the Arabs were 

right," he said, "when they called Palestine the center 

of the uni verse." 

Palestine is not only unique but extremely 

beautiful, especially the nights in Palestine. They hsve 

a certain clearness of atmosphere, s oert'in deen blue, 
are 

and the stars ~fa magio brilliancy thet you find nowhere 
A 

else in the world. When one is in Palestine one ca~ 

a -oreciate what the Pselmist meant when he said, ".AM. I ffeVI 
b.eMfie th' heavens the work of thy hends, the moon end 

the stare whioh thou hast created. What is man th~t thou 

art mindfu.1 of him?" You feel so insignificPnt, and so 

small underneath that vast canopy of grandeur and sublimity, 

And yet you cb not feel crushed, because you any to your­

self, "And yet hast thou made him a little lower than 

the angels." There is an inspiration that takes hold of 

one if one"f.;ngs something to the country ... ·• 

Palestine is not a desert land; it is a deserted 
~( 

land. There are, I eappeae, about two families to the 

square mile in Palestine. It is a wasted lsnd; it is 

a desolate land, but by no means a desert land. Mfln hes 

done his utmost to ruin that little land, but in snite 

of all the wickedness of man Palestine is very gracious 

and responsive to hie labors even today. ~here is not a 

spot of soil in Palestine that cannot be fructified and 

made to yield abundantly and ll1%uriantly if mania t·nd to 

it, if man irrigates it, if man ives unto it the sweat of 

his brow. 
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~~ ??e little colony of~. a Jewish 

o:a. t/;..-■~o~ the Sea of Galilee. There are abou.t 

eighty souls in that colony, mostly universit. men and 

women. 4lfle aelen:v le rnn on a: ooopllfatl ea easts. In t hs.t 

~colony [ saw some of the cboiceat ·fruits--oranges, 

olives, grapes, uomegranates, lemons, bananas, gra~efruit-­

some of the finest cereals and vegetables; end fifty naees 
~~ 

outside of that colony lookei li•c desert land--sand end 

Dotb•as ~at sand for miles and miles, stretching almost 

endlessly. That particnlar snot had be~igated and /!c 

yielded abundantly. The rest was lying .t'e:llew, untouched 

by the hand of man perhaps for --twtn1t~ centuries. The 

neglect of the soil had permitted the sand to encroach 

in cert·· in spots and water to encroach in other snots; 

and the hills of Ju.daea that once were terraced -ee-- w·,71, 
~ 

vineyards, §It" olive groves, are today nothing but barren, 

nUde desert~ 

I am told that Palestine today has three thoua­

and s ecies of flowering plants. There is ~lenty of rain­

f · ll in Palestine. The rainfall of Jerusalem exceeds the 

rainfall of Vienna and of Paris, and eqt1als the r infall 

of London; with this exception: that it is concentrated 

during the winter season, and because the eo le neglected 

to conserve the rainfall as the ~eople of old did in 

vast reservoirs and oiaterns, the land suffered at 

drought during the summer season. There are plenty of 

rivers in Palestine, and lakes, and streams, and wells, 
• yet 

and apringa; but the hand of man has notAexploited the rioh-
•'I-
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neea of the l~ 

The oities of Palestine are hysioally not as 

atiractive. Historically they are, of course, of greater 

interest. I was privileged to motor from Dan to B·; er­

sheba, or, to be more explicit, to ride in a Ford from 

Dan to Beersheba, I was privileged to visit every city 

and to study the life of the ~eople the_ e. There are 

n'3rh~ five principal cities in Palestine. The first 

of all, the greatest in importance, nerhans the most 

wonderful city int.he world, the one that has round it 

more memories, more associations, more interest, more 

hones, more prayers, than any city in the world--the 

holy city, the city of peace--ia Jerusalem. Jerusalem 

is beautifully al tuated on the to of the _I}lou.nt;,i_n, e.n~ 
dh« ~ tf-MII II,~ ~ '( ,a 

no grander sight wjli /.eaoJ:6 your eyee~as you motor un from 

Jaffe on the sea coast, up, up to the mountain to s, and 

when you reach the topmost hill you h ·ve a view of the cit. y 

which looks magnificent in the distance, as all oriental 

h1·aeale11 wit:& mo1H1~a1ns arouna= aliou 

Jazuaalam is re.all. a oi ty of two cities. Thel'e 

is the old city within the wall, a very medieval city, 

e.nd a very dirty city, but j t is that 1 rt tJf tfia oit~ 

that has all the historical points of in+ereet in it. 

But around that there has grown u~ in the last twenty 

years a new oit7, where the wealthier olass of Je , and 
-e-

.. 



• 

• 
• 

• 

. 
non-Jew live,--that part whio~eautifal structure,--

hospices, and hospitals, and meneions of Jews and non-Jews, 

who come to live in the holy land. Jerusalem had before 

the war a populction of about one hundred thousand, sixty-

five thousand of whom were Jews. Today, because of the 

devastation of war, because of disease and exile, Jeruaalen 

orobably hes a nopu.l tion of sixty thousand inhabitants, 

1orty thousand of whom are Jews. 

Next to Jerusalem you have the city of Jaff a 

which is the sea nort of Jerusalem. Jaffa has a 

population of about ten thousand, but near Jaffa t here 

111 a garaen city called Tel'' Ab 1 v , a s uburb ~ 

t)ie elt)i where the more nrosoerous Jews live. nhst suburb 

has a poplll.ation of about three t housand, and is really 

a very modern and European ~- l- am :tolcl :t.ae:t, the-re 

s.z:e homes tnoPi -liliei e:xe eelitag fe:s: flf11) &.Bi oiirty 

tbcne~nd dollars. The streets are wide and clean, and 

in the center of the city is their splendid ~aaium , 

the high school for boys and girls. Three hundred yards 

from that city you have the old city of Jaffa, the city 

af the Arabs, with the mud, the blind alleys, the cellars 

and the holes where the Arab livest-~ tA0•--~trikingly 

the contrast is brought home to yon--what the Jew echievee 

in Palestine and what the Arab fails to achieve. The 

Arab, because of hie indolence, because of his fa alietic 

philosophy, will never and can never revive the East and 

bring it to life again. The Arab is content to dwell 

either in hie tent or in his mad hnt. content o have hi■ 

goat or hia camel; but the Jew, beoaase of hia great long-
-9-
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1ng for the land, beoause of sentiments and hie ep1ritu 

affiliations with the soil, is not content to rer-;t a.t 

peace until the land flowers again in full bloom. 

Next to Jaffa is the great port of Haifa . 

Haifa is the sea port of the city of Damascus, and of 

the whole of Galilee. A British Colonel told me that 

the British government is undmtaking to improve the 

harbor of Haifa, and before many years, he said, Haifa 

will be one of the most im ortant a,d fiBoat OTts on 

the Mediterranean littoral. "The nort of Haifa can 

hold," he ea.id, "all the ne.vies of the world." 

Tiberias on the east of Galilee ie a very old 

and a very interesting Jewish oity. It has a ryonulation 

of about ten thousand, seven thousand of whom are Jews • 

Tiberi4s is the resting plaoe of Maimonides, Tiberiae 

has the graves of Akiba and oohana ben acoai . 

Tiberiaa was the center of Talmudic schools in the early 

Christian century. A•L'6ot far from Tiberias, on the top 

of the mountains of Canaan, 1~ the very beautiful little 

city of Sa.fed , which, during the middle a.gee, was 
//4~ 

the center of the mystic cult in Je~QB&lem, the so-called 

Kabba.lists • Sa.fed today, has a nonu.l tion of 

e.bont eight thous nd Jews. 

The Jews in the cities are, as a rule, of the 

old order.,. Nla ri- JDGau 1':,: 11ha1' 1'nia., When ot1 viai t 

Palestine you mnet at once realize that there are two 

dist1not Jewish nopulatione, and the failure to draw a 

line of d1atinot1on will render you u.nfit to ~nder­

etand the actual conditions in the land. Palestine has 
-10-
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the old Jew, the Jew who. during the last fifty or eirly 

years, has come to Palestine to send the remainier of 

his days there , and die in the holy land. The Jew 

has no trade and no oocupation and no desire to work . 

His one,so1e occupation in life is to study the Torah 

and pray in the synagogues, and wait for the kiss of the 

Almighty, when he shall be called to his eternal reward. 

That Jew is the poverty stricken Jew, that Jew is the 
~ 

Jew yon will see 9'AMngbon~ the streets r£ Jerusalem 

in the long gaberdine, with a girdle around his loit:il and 

a 11 ttle black skull cap, and # long, awf tllly long, "peio■" 

--the Jew who, in spite of your love for the things old.-. 

~Mam, is ot a vsry leaaant or attractive thing by 

any s. He is the Jew who lives off the charity of 

the ":haluke." that on send him; he is the Jew that 

lives in un leasant laces in th large citiew;that 

suffers from al 1 kinds of d:is ease--male.ria. and eye 

disease~; and he is also the Jew that rears hie children 

1D walk in his ~~a,■ . He does not teach t _em a trade 

nor a profession; he does not educate them in tae wa~e of 
~ 7~,wo~ 

the world; he teaches them,1t·he Talmt1d and Jowien leaaning, 

and hopes that when he grows u he will have the extreme 

honor to inherit the charity which was the father's 

privelege to receive. I have seen in the oity of 

Jerusalem little boys of eight and nine dressed exectly 

a!} their fathemwere, running~ the streets with 
'i1u uJ-r ~.#-/;.,(, ~ 
1lnc~1 Te2ral ta- lie t1nder their a.rma; very piot11reeque, , 
perhapa, but very, Tery dlsoouraging. The t is the old , 

-11-
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"Yishuv" of Palestine; that is, the old settlement. That is 

the sore spot; that is the problem of Palestine. And the 

English government ~ogether with the Zionist organiza­

tion are exerting themselves to the utmost to u root this 

entire eettlemeni,to oompel the parents to train their 

children into some sort of remunerative . rofession or 

trade, to modernize them,to comnel them to attend modern 

schools. It is a very difficult and a very tender ~roblem, 

as you. realize, beceu.ee the old "Yisbuv" is very Yocal, 

and talkative, and demonstrative, and they permit no 

opportunity to escape them to libel and slander when the 

occasion arises, so that one mu.st be very carefu.l in one's 

relations to them. 

l/~n the other. hand ~ the new settle-
tiA-. 

ment in Palestine,__'l'ti#f~ has the grandeur and glory of~ 

o'!a ?orA.; and that is the settlement that the Cook's 

tourist never sees. Since 1882, since the wave of anti­

semitism and persecution swept over eastern Eu.rorye, a 

large number of Jews, many of them students of tmivereities, 

professional men and business men, became so discouraged 

•11th the conditions ander which they lived, and so ho eless 

about the fa.tu.re, that they decided to emirate, and 

instead of coming to the cities of London and New York and 

entering the sweat shops, they decided to go to Palestine 

and settle on the soil and beoome agricu.lt~rista. Theae 
. 

men brought with them not only a love for the land, but a 

desire to work, and one of t he moat pathetic thin .. a in the 

history of our people waa just that group of men, antra1ne4 

-12-
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to the soil, knowing little or nothing about the cult1TB• j 

t 
lion of the land, )'tteLfresh from the ghettos or from the 

universities, tearing up the soil with their bleeding 

fingers, saorificing...,.,,the Qpporta.nities at home--their 
·~~a . ~ , ... t t~ ~u _,,. -fve.. r .. -- ,., . ,J 

careers, an~ as i~~~ the land of their fathers to make 

it rich and fruitful again. It is an epic in the history 

of Israel affa ve:3 fe• people appreo¼ate -J.t. 
are 

In Palestine today thereA bout forty of these 

colonies, some of them in southern Judaea, others in 

central Samaria, and still others, tB~f them,in 

Galilee. ;!!es 
ad.-.;~ 

colonies have under o,alltl ua•i•a abo ll t 

one hundred honsand acres of land. aaBR&i-t".timzc~w,-...iaMa~v~eHi~n 
I pweeee1on aba 11 t tnent:, t1101S.eazn!ae1ae me,;e. Th.ere are 

about twelve thousand souls in these colonies, and their 

nllDlber is constantly increasing. In the early d,ys of 

their history they endured much hardshi , because they 

labored against great handicap; not only their own 

ignorance or lack ·of professional knowledge of agrioultu.re, 

but the o:.~on of the Turk, that bane of that land; 

and graft ~d to be given constantly. There was also tee 

discouragement of drought and famine in the land; but it 

never broke their spirit; they endured, and even during 

the hard years of this last war, they tilled their soil, 

and did not avail themselves of one neney of the charity 

that was sent to Palestine; that charity went e%clueively 

to the old "Yishav'! the old settlement. These colon~ 

are a ~rot1d...,.eelf-oonlai1aa lotLmen~~n, and 

the finest thing about them is tne •iaing s•nerati•~ the 

young bo7a and girls who were born in these ooloniea and • 
•13- ~~ 
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grew up in an atmoanhere of intense, real, modern Jewish­

ness: the boys and gir·ls who did not know the ghetto; 

and many of them up to this day do not know whet anti-semit­

iem means, boys who have grown up free with the freedom of 

the air and the soil of the land, a fine, healteylot of 

youn,sters. It was a pleasure to see them. ~6ne who 

has love for the Hebrew and for Hebrew culture, 8'la ••• 

who has hopes of a possible renaissance of Hebrew culture 
/1 

in the world, DIie was extremely delighted, a~ often 

tears crone into his eyes, when he heard the aa1c4s of the 

ancient prophets come forth beautifullf and brilliantfrom 

the lips of these descendants of the prophets. 

The educational life of the Jews in Palestine 

is todaywry well organized. On Cl uiring I learned that 

Pal,stine today has thirty-two kindergartens, fifty 

elementary schools, eleven high schools and musical 

academies, and four evenmgsc.hooJs, al together a total of~ 

one hundred schools, modern, eupervi caref11llyl end 

centralizedi Bill5~e teachers are thoroughly trained. The 

language of inatruction is Hebrew, and ell sciences-­

mathematics, and physics, and chemi stry, and botany, and 

zoology are taught in Hebrew. 

!r'he ''Q-ymnasium" has an enrollment of seven hundred children; 

t baa a beaa.tifu.l modern a tructu.re and a corps of abou. t 

thirty teachers, splen 4 laborato:des for work, excellent 

facilities, and, rwhat pleased me most, a first claaa 

gymnaaiwn for the youngsters. In Baifa in the 
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north they .have a new polyteohnice.l inatitut~, a high 

school~ teohnioal training built j11st be:fore the war 

at a coat of three hundred thousand dollars. And on 

the fonnt of Olives, overlooking the city of Jerusalem 

there wae laid in 1918 the foundation of a Hebrew 
law ,and the 

university. "Out of Zion shall come forth theAword of 

God from Jerusalem," was very real to me when I was 
,~ d,,D ~ 

there. Prophesies aavo a Jatit of as&tjil true .• ,a,ttau. 
l4 

In the city of Jerusalem there~ an art 

so ho ol, the echo ol of Be zalel for arts and crafts. 

The object of this school is to train men to work, to 

work bee.utifu.lly, {hey work in silver, and in co per, and 

in bronze. and in gold; they have woodcarvers and ivory 

carvers in the school, and they have a higher cle~e for 

painters and sculptors. They are evolving in Palestine 
for Jewish 

a school artiste who are not a.shamed to be known as Jews, 
A 

and who use Jewish life and the theme of Jewish life as 

the theme of their art. We are a very gifted end talented 

people. I say that with no desire to flatter ourselves, 

but we are very seldom given credit for our own genius; 

and when a great artist visits our city, a mgsialan or 

a nainter or a sculptor, he is a Slav, or a Pole, or a 

brilliant~nian; ~11t he is not a oken of as a Jew, 
WC. ycttC-e- - &. ~ ~~, r "°' ~ ua-•· •. 

TJie ob-jeo7r this Besalel ir{sti tntion, which today is 

tatingcare of five h1ndred uuils, is to inoul:oate a a irit 

of aelf-consoiouanees __ the mind of the Jew, of the Jewish 

artist and craftsman. In the oity of Jerusalem today 

they .have two Hebrew daily papere, be•idea a very large 

-16-
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~,,,.d.<.J ~ {}..,~ , Si1:f/l) 
number of Hebrew Sae..a.s ,,,tsxw stow&. 

Yon will ask me, wh -t about the 0litical 

situation in the land? That seems to trouble us moat. 

Of course, ~aleetine today etill~occunie/enemy territory, 

<ft ~still~under military control. The Preety of Peace 

with Turkey has not yet been signed,and therefore the 

fate o~ Palestine has not yet been determined. But if I 

should assume the role of a prophet, knowing that ronhesiee 

are sometimes very foolish, I should say that Palestine is 
ibet ts, 

destined to become a mandatory of Great Britain; that the 
A 

entire political fortunes of the land will be in the 

absolute control of Great Britain. You will ask me for 

how long. I will say that I do not know. That will denend 

upon the fartu11ea of the future and the caste nd character 
. 

of the ponulation of the future . ersonally, I thini that 

there will be n thought of ~olitical inde~endence for the 

Jews in Palestine for the next three generations_ And why? 

ror ~1· ple reason that the Jews are not there. There 

qre~eventy-five thousand crr-,...±berea~eata Jews in alestine, 

and there are seven hundred thousand Arabs end Christiana. 
, 

The Jews constitute a little over ten perce t of the 

popul tion of Palestine, and ten percent of the population 

cannot be entrqste4 b' 1tgM. 
~.;,~l!!:I'#-" 

with the nolitioal sovereignty 

over the(fiinety percent.~-a~-.➔~.,_i..-1.QJ~. S eaking 

purely from a personal and subjective point of · view, 

I believe that the leaders of t ;e movement have relegated 

the olitioal issue to the background, beoause they are after 

all practical men and men who are enga e4 in the raotioal 

-16-



• 

• 
• 

• 

problem. There can be no talk of an independent Jewish 

stat e or of a Jewish republic in Palestine today, and no­

body in Palestine speaks of it. What the Jews in Palestine 

want,and what the Balfour declaration safeguards for them, 

is this: that the British government , which will be 

the mandatory of Palestine, will facilitate es much as 

possible the settlement of Jews in Palestine, and gradually 

out in their control those concessions which will enable 

them to develon .and eroloit the wealth of the land. so t hat 

Palestine may become an agricultural country o'f im-r,ortsnoe, 
~. 
~nd, perhaps an industrial cou.ntlj' of some imnortance; that 

the Jews in Palestine will be ne rmitted to have local 

automomy in their various communities; that thq wi ll have 

absolute control over their own system of education; so that 

ultimately in the years to come, if so history develons and 

so the trend OI events come about, Palestine may become a 

home land f019 the Jewish pe ople. 

I remember speaking one day with the chief 

administrator of Palestine, General Watson. General Watson 

said that the Jews of Palestine and the Zionists the world 

over ought to be very careful in their ryrona anda so as 

not to G,nte.goni ze the overwhelmingly .Arabic ponllla t ion of 

Palestine, that to begin at once clamoring for nolitical 

inde endenc•• to begin et once demanding every oonceesion 

within the power of the British government to grvnt, to 

begin raising the Jewish flag over Palestine, WOQld be to 

antagonize not alone the Arabs of Palestine, but ~erhaps 

their brethern in A~abia, and wo~ld create a great deal ot 
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hard feeling and bad blood between races w'ich have hither­

to dw·el t in peace and harmony. "Do 1 t slowly," he s id, 

"do 1 t gradually; have faith in time and in hist or.·. A 

peo le is not built up in a day. Be atient." I think 

the general was favobably inclined to the Balfour declar­

ation, and I think that he was a great friend of tre 

Jews in Palestine. 

The Arab looks today with a certain a.mount of 
~ 

suspicion unon this great revival ..-f Palestine, and there 

are certain influences at work that a.re encou aging invi~io 

pro agenda tending to antagonize the Arab and the Jew. There 

is a bit of French propaganda. that is altogether unwhole-

some in Palestine. The Arab, however, will soon come to 

that the J ew is his best friend in 'Palestine. And 

Wherever there is a Jewish colony, the ra.b 

prosperous and well-to-do, and has money and lends money 

to his fellow Arabs. Wherever the Jew is not the land 

is barren and arid and the poor Arab is like an outcast, 

destitute and poverty-stricken and in rags. The Arab 

knows that the Jew will bring to Palestine the science 

and the knowledge and the technique of Western civiliza-

tion, but also a sympathetic appreoiation of the omntal 

civilization,_ -ll••i• at 

He knows that the Jew will be able to unite the Eaet and 

the Weat; he knows also that in his .hands, in the oou.r•e of 

time, Palestine, which is the key to three continents--

Europe and Asia and Africa••JllS.Y beoome one of the most 
•lB• 
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important oountries around the Mediterranean. that 

the politioal situation, while still in abey n , is yet 

quite clear to those who oan read history. And nereonally 

I feel that it would be a rather unfortunate thing, and I 
BO 

have no hesitancy in speaking of it at this moment--if 
A 

political independence were granted to the Jews in 

Palestine today. They have had no nolitical training; 

they have had no nolittcal discinline; they are n1 t prenar 4 

for self-goyernment, and we cannot ~ermit a tragio exne ·i-

ment to take place today. I have absolute fBi th end oonfi.­

dence in the integrity and the honesty and the good will of 

the British government. I know t.hatEngland has brought 

prosperit7 and civilization to every land whither she went, 

and I know that Englad will help to revivify the ancient 

land 

What, ~ ..... , are the problems of the land today? 

:And with that thoaghi r shall....aloee The robleme of 

Palestine today are very ~racti~al and very real problems. 

There is a great deal of malaria in the land which must be 

and oen be stamped out before the countrv will be ready 

to receive immigrants. There is no immigration to Palestine 

today. The British government wisely does not rycrmit it, 

because the ootmtry is not in shape to receive a large 

influx of immigrants. Malaria must be stamped out by 
q'f 

draineg' ~ the introduction of sanitary oonditione in the 

cities, and by destroying, if necessary, some of the feate -

ing spots of di1ease in the old cities. There is a great 

deal of eye diaeas9,which is prevalent throughout the East 

in Palestine, and the American 1.edioal Unit, sent over two 
-19-
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years ago by the Zionist■ of America, are doing heroic 
~~ 

work to conquer as far as possible, or s.,t.em the s read of 

this disease. 

There is a problem in Palestine today of 

forestation, of planting treeE in the land to enrich 

its soil and to make its climate more suitable for agrioul-

• ture. That is being done on a v~ry large scale. The day 

before I left Jernsalem the English govermJent isaued an 

order for the planting of five hundred thousand olive 

trees around the city of Jerusalem. There is the nractical 

problem of building up trade schools for the rising 

generation; there 1s the nractical problem of building 

homes for the coming 1 

know it, bnt there are 

I do not know whether you 

hun&red: thousand Jews waiting to 

get into Palestine; and theee ersecutions and massacres 

~. and in Roumania, are 1nsi:ring whole towns of Jewish 

inhabitants to migrate to Palestine; and I, for one, would 

rather see them go there and settle on the soil and become 

self-res-oecting, nroud, freedom-loving, aelf-consoiot1s 
" 

Jews, than to hove them come and cro 4 oar 01ID dirty 

ghettos in oar own large cities. The se are the ~roblems 

of Palestine--edaoation, sanitationiforestation, immigra­

tion and irrigation. And this is what the Zionist 

organization and the British goTernment are doing there to 

on a very large soa.1y-

You will ask me what is it all about? Why 

make all this ado about seventy-five thonsand Jews? Why, 
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we have more than that in the City of Cleveland! What is 

all this talk? I will tell you. It is simnly this: the 

Ci t .l of Cleveland and its hundred thousand Jews ie 

probably not known to moct of the Jews of the world, and 

as a commu.ni ty ~Jlaya very little role in the life end 

history of the Jewish people, of the Jewish race as such. 

But that little country of Palestine, with its •handful 

of ponulation, has been and is and will continue to be the 

focus of Jewish interest in Jewish life for centuries to 

come, whether you want it or n t. You cannot change your 

grandfathers, or you cannot undo history. And before I 

pass from this I want to say one other thing. One of 

iey mortifications in Palestine was this: As I a.seed from 

city to city I saw beautiful memorials reared by the hard.a 

of loving Christians eial lo v.1!11' Jett--. and loving Mohammedans, 

iBJ>.1\JostlilQ. There were beautiful churches, and beautiful 

hospitals, and beautifa.l hoepicee--me.gnifioent ·stru.otures. 

On top of the Mollllt of Olives there ie that 9-■•W~---1 rJ 
German hoz b11il t _ in honor of the Kaiser, 81114 NL the 

porch of t.l!at hospice is a statue of the Kaiser repre~ented 

as a crusader, and in the chapel is a figure of the Kaiser 

renresented as Charlemagne the Great. Everywhere throughout 

the holy land Christiane and Mohammedans, who lot unon 
~ 

Palestine as a sacred land beoa~ee ef taefr 1ellgtoas 

built with kindness and loving care memorials of beauty 

so that the eye can be grateful when it beholds them. There 

is not ab aatiful Jewish building in tae whole of Palestine.~ 
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The imnression the Christian tourist 

Jews and th/~4,;,~l(,,, gets when he comes to Palestine, about 
"" ~ Jif,.ii,4,L ~r.w 

religi1., 1e the im~)ression that he takes be.ck with hi to 
enough id~ 

his home. They have not pride in the ~which was the 
A 

home not alone of their faith but of their race, to make 

What sholll.d be the attitude of the ractical 

business man to the entire problem? I will tell you nw 
idea. You can take it for what it is worth. I am not 

interested in conversion or in ,ropaganda; I am 
IA-

giving you my notes on -Wai& pilgrimage to the holy land. 

\'Hl&t 11.aonJ d be the ettltada of the i5Iacts ieeJ. Ame1:toan 

Jewiae bauine11 IBM in ta1a eatire eaae? Leave out,for 

the moment, all olitical questions and all theological 

questions. They are way beyond the oint. his is s 

urac~ical and a very real roblem. And don't be afraid 

to speak of it lest you be aooused of being un-Amerioan. 

I notice that our ve~ loyal Irish citizens of our city 

.had no fear and no hesitancy in welcoming with flying ban-

4' y~ ners a re reaentative of an Irish republic that is not.., 

They were not afraid lest eople 

say tmto them, "Behold! They are Irish but not AmericanJ" 

They knew that loyalty to one's kinsmen is not disloyalty 

to one's country. They knew °'ae ••~-•• that one oan :t::sdnilaf!• s 

mi•devote his time and his efforts to help those of his 

brothers who are not as fortunately aitaatea, es 11• ti to 

find himself~ an abiding home of peace in the land which 

he loves ,and remain absolutely loyal and a•vote4 to hi■ 
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own home. The a.tti tude of the practical man to the entire 

problem is this: you must regard it as a faot, and try 

to make the fact a pleasant fact. There is going to be 

every large Jewish settlement in Palestine from now on • 

I don't know how large; there may be, within the next thirty 

or forty years, a million Jews in P~ Let us try 

to make that exoeriment of a Jewish eolom~, living a Jewish 

life, a beautiful. experiment, for it will redound to our 

credit. Let us see what our people ca01 do; what fire 

ctiltural prodnots they can yield to the world w.hen they 

can live their own life, unhampered and unobstructed by 

alien ctiltures, in their ~•n environment. Let us give them 

a chance if they want the chance, and they do want it, be­

cause they are ready to sacrifice for the chance to live 

their lives there. Let us hel them, bnt help them 

intelligently; lelp them not alone with the heart but with 

the mind. They need guidance; they need instruction: they 

need statesmen. And the unfortunate thing about it all is 

that that class of Jew which is moat able to give all tilat ti,-·~ 
is the on~ been least interested in giv~ng it. 

Do not be in ieab~; do not be bigotted; be sym~athetio. 

When our forefathers were in Babylon, they were very 

proaperons as we are today, and yet when some of their 

numbers felt the call to retQrn to the holy land, they did 

not oppose them. They said, "If you wish to go, God be 

with you; we will help yon." And they gave -them g·fta, 

and above all, they gave them leaders to find their 

way theN. And if it were not for those few that went 
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yon and I wonld not be here today. Who knows whet the 

future holds in store for those struggling little colonies 

that .have been bnil t there? Let ne leave e. bit ~ that 
~~ 

fntnre to God Almighty. 
llt&,~ 

~et a,■ woik lb oat. Waar are 

eag~heir ambitions are none bnt the highest and 

the noblest. W th90 unted roo~et&1J gain t&~ WQal4 eome 

here, ~at tnep ee net wem:t i~. They went to live intense­

"'and beantiful- Jewish lives, and surely no one can be 

blamed for it. What ought to be given them is sympathetic 
_,r,/4~-

oooperation, inter~st, friendly criticism; but, all the 

time--eymnathetio ooo~eration. 

----------






