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LECTUR 

SINS O H ALLIES' T THE T P ,E, EST ------- -----

------

I know that it is easier tor 11 at the evil 

than to fight for th good. I am not te pted this om.in 

to in ul e in mere truative criticism. Society has had, 

and h s today, too much of that type of criticism. Ther 

is a type of man wbo delights in err oting out the imperfec­

tions of ociety, leefully d orb1dly raking out every 

a ortooming of civilization and olding them up in great 

deli t as evidence of his wn cl verness and sup riorit7 • 

I thin that ia so ho oric isdom; that is not con rue-

tive thinki • e know too ell that, measured 1:ty absolute 

standards of right and ron , we are a v ry sorry, inful. 

d 1m erfect orld. y t e refu e to accept the 

conoluaions of them nt l dy peptic; that bee use oft se 

defici ncies of society we stand convicted of total deprav-

ity. Peo le dieli the 011110, not becauae his ooncluaiona 

are f lse, not ooause his contentions ar flu, but 

beoauae his mannor ia obntxioua . Society kno s th t •• 

have a long, hard and thorny road ahead of ua before 

reaoh the l&Dl of promise. And yet aociot want• a little 

encouragement at times; a little praise for the long 
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atretohea that it baa already conre4. 

There ar men, for example, who take extreme 

delight and :find great entertainment in pointing out the 

things which this war haa f ilea to achiev. They remind 

us with bitter emphasis that after fiv years of conflict 

we have not perfected peace;· we have not crested a higher 

type or religion; we have not brought the millennium 

about• Now, no one ls more keenly 4 painfully aware of 

the things which this war has f lled to achieve than those 

of us who tbr ourselves, body and soul, into the war. 

No one was so impatient with and resentful of that amall 

group of oldish men ~n Pari who snatched the fruits of 

victory for the human spirit out of our hands when the7 

were within reach of our fi rs, then those of us who 

believed in the regenerativ o ibilitiea of this war, 

in its gre t promises. And yet we resent tbia attitude 

of mind of the smart or1 t1QJ of th war. We are hurt b7 

their insincerity and their aloofness. The war has been 

too tragic and its con e uenoea too tremendous and too 

far-reaching to be passed oTer by a knowing wink or a well­

turned phase. 
by 

I 0117 all this/way of introduction to emphasise 

the tbought, the motive which prompt• us this morning, 

ln apesking of the a ins of the Allies, as not being a 

mere goullah delight in cruel cri tloiam, not a aealre to 

41apar e or diacre41 t the aohieTement of t hi■ war, or 

of the oontrlbutlona of th Allies in thia war. You ha-n 
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wor14 to4&7 and more bitterness an4 more m1■er7 than then 

wsa 1n the days before the war? Io it not true that anti­

s mi tiam 1a todq more rampant thro-ughout th world than 

1t was before the war?" d I aay yes. And it was inev-

ita.ble that it ahoul.4 be so. You cannot let loose during 

fiTe long 1111d terrible years all the paasiona of national 

an4 raoial and religious hates and antipathies and have 

them sweep uncontrolled throu h the world and poison the 

hearts and minds f men, and then expect, with the eigriing 

of a doclm18nt, that these hates will diaappear as if b7 

magic. But the7 will disappear; and it is because we are 

so eager to have this soum of the war cleared from off the 

surface of aonety. that we are tempted o speak, as CJlliO• 

ally as we possibly can, of tho a things which to our m1n4e 

increase the vioiouaneas, th o tilit7, the hates an4 the 

paaaiona of peoples to4 Y• 

e elie•,e in the ultimate good of' this war; 

and yet the ultimate good is one thing, and 'to see the 

inm diate abuse■ and 1n311&tice of those peoples who helpe4 

to Win the war. 8114 to cri ticiz them, 1a another thing; 

an4 it 1a part of honesty, and it is p111:t of conatruot1Te 

thinking to expo e tl1eae • a injustices. to denounce 

the■ aD4 to point out the true course and tlle tne •&7• 

When we apoak of the sins of the Jlliea • 4o 

not haT in mind the sins ooDlldtted at the peaoe oonterenoe. 

All of the•• we haT spoken of before when we 41aoua■el 

tha treat7 of »-aoe. • do not have in m1n4 the oJDi al 
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disregard of the principle of no snaexatinn, no contritiu-

tion and no punitive iDdennities. en we speak of the 

sins of the Allies e do not have in mind the deft man-

handling of Wilson 'a fourteen principles. once the hope 
the 

and no'!Jjeat of nations. e do not have in mind the 

theft of Sh tung; we do not have in mind the spirit 

of vae victis--" - uni van u1 hed"--the spirit of 

venge ce th t dominated the treaty. re do not even h V 

in mind the atran ling of Korea,and the strangling of 

Egypt , and the strangling of Irels.nd--in the name, of 

course, of dernocrac d the right of self • etermination. 

en we peak of the sind of tho llies we hnve 

in mind the sins perpetrated now 8,Dd in recent times, an4 

the sins for which we shall 

dren of tomorrow. I said th 

atone- re or the ohil-

1na of the lliea. I do 

not mean the ins of the English people, or the French 

people, or the Italian people, or the American people. The 

masses of the orld e at heart honest, and t}1ough blind 

and blunderinc sometimes, they aeek to do that which is 

right. ut I have in mind those cliques of governing forces, 

mini tries and entrenched privileged classes, individuals 

or groups that re oontroll1n the foreign relations of 

tbeae n&.tione, d therefore controll1 the de tin1 a of 

the world. And I mt'tlt in-- d, I hope, f rly, that 'the 

,llies through these entrenched political powers have 

sinned grievoualy nst thu high r 1ntereata of bumanjt7 

b7 retarding the reeatablishm nt ot peace, order an4 

-6• 
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proaperit7 in human aocietJ, through their nefarious 

policies of greed and aelfiahnesa, of economic and 

poli ical imperialism • 
' I maintain that the Allies, consoioualy, or 

unconsoiously, willingly or unwD.lingly, through the 

m ~!nations of these men, have fostered wara and. inspired 

stri:fe and starved halt of Europe. I mainte.in--an4 I 

hope honestly and falrly-•thst the Allies have returnel 

to their old diplomatic intrigue that was the fashion in 

the da7B oefore the war, to policies of grafting of ex­

ploiting, of appropriating, of sacrificing the intaresta 

of weaker nations to th ir selfish whims. I maintain 

that there is a spirit of reaction that swept over the 

ohancellories of the Allies, evil for the 

freeaom of the world. 

tis the motive that prompted lranoe to gTab 
Ital7 

the SaarValley, end/the almatian Coast, and Japan Shantung, 

8114 Greece Thrace, and Rownanla parts of HUJ1ga17, and 

England a million &1(Uare miles in frioa and in the Pacific? 

Civilisation? Democracy? R1 hta of self dete tlonT 

That superb propagsnda matter! Bo; trade oommeroe, lust 

of power. desire • or teilri v · ·i 

influence. 

aggrandizement and spherical 

What i■ now OOIJI) lling Prance,-J'ranoe, the hero 

of o1v111zat1on, the champion of human rights. th• P anoe 

that we loved beo use of her readineaa to bring aacr1 io a 

for th aake of linma.n free4om--what is now oompelling 

-6-
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Prance to crush uprisings in the Saar 41au1.ctT What ia 

now compelling Italy to deport lnm reds of Dalmatian 

leaders, to flog young men and massacre women and priests 

in the i■lan's of Greece? What is compelling Roumania to 

institute a white terror in HUDgary? Wha. baa compelled 

Japan to drench Korea in the blood of the freedom-loTing 

men and women? And what compelled England to ahare 

Kronatalit end •1&7 RuaaianaT Civilisation? Haman rigKtsT 

Oh. no. Colonial interests. territorial conserves, trade 

and oonmerce policies. 

S: belleve. and I B'1 1 t with a bleeding heart, 

that the whole apiri t which controlled and dominated the 

aota and the policies of the Allies ■ince the signing 

of the armistice has been a mockery of the heroic dead--a 

desecration, and a sop, and e crilege • t ha.a happened 

in Hungary as a conae uence of Allie4 polic1' After the 

fall of Bela K11J1, the commmiat, Romnatlia overran Hungary. 

ithin the brief apace of a few weeks Roumania looted 

Hungary, nd out of the City of Bud•peat alone Rovnan1a 

carried aw&7 thirtJ'-five hundred carloads of loot--strip­

ping, denuding, impoTeriahing HUJ'lgary. And then, not 

content with that, the brave Allied champion of democrao7 

"t about scheming to restore t he Hapsburg d1J188t7 lJl 

Budape■t. The crew of Archduke Joaeph failed beoauae of 

the ln81atenoe of an Amtrioan pr6Tate c1t1sen, but the 

attempt hall not 7et oome to an end; 11114 I am aah--4 to 

be oompelle4 to aoknowlelge that the Allie, through theu 

controlllnt ■poke■llilD, are Tel7 willing aD4 anxlou to JaaTe _,,_ 
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monaroh7 restored in Hung ey an4 Au.atria and Russia. 

Ronman1a la still in Hungary. and through its 

tool Prie411 taoh, it has instituted a White terror in 

comparison with which the red terror of Bela Kun was a 

child's plq. The terldiam of Bela Kun was prinoipall7 

fiction and pro•agan.da; the terrorism of ouYMUla wa.11 

very real 8Jld Tery bloody and very frightful. What 1a · 

happening in Auatria as a reault of Allied policies? 

In the City of Vienna today eight htlJldred thousand people 

are under-fed, and one hundred thomand are actual.17 

starving. 

Let me read a sentence or two from that pathetic 

plea that was sent by the bargomaster to the American 

people. "We have been rend red solute beggars, a ci t7 

of mendicants. There :la nothlll ut despair facing us; 

all of the atooka of Entente orgin haTe been exhausted, 

and no new contracts have been ms.de beoauae this 1s impoa-

ible for lack of credits. Our meat ration originally was 

fixed at three ounces per capita per nek, but eTen thia 

amount ia 1U1av£able, 8114 interval• of nets fre uentl7 

oocv between meat d1atributiona. :B'reah milk 1a aTailable 

only for 1nfan.ta, an4 only in Tery limited quantiti••• 

Bgga and ■ugar and oo:t:tee supplies have been uhauate4. 

Clothing and ahoee are a non-existent uantit7 for th 

maeae■ ; our citisena are herded like oattl, our hospital■ 

are about to be oloae4; ao ire are p:repare4 :tor a terrible 

4eath rate. The n'lllllber ot uemploj-ed in.or aae■ 4ailJ. aD4 

it now ■eema certain that 1'1thin a few nek• there will be 
-a-
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no railwa7 tranaportation whatever within our cout17. 

Onl7 a foreign loan can eave us, an4 we appeal w America." 

And in the face of this tragic i:ppeal for the 

wherewithal to aave the lives of women and children, we 

read that the Secretary for War Gearge amounoea 1n the 

British ho1JBe -of commons that England has again voted 

the sum of sevent7-fiTe million dollars. ~or At1Stria? !lo. 

To save the liTea ot children in ViermaT No. To help 

the reactionary Denikine crush, kill and massacre in 

Russia. 

But of all the sins of the Allies. to m7 mind, 

none la ao grieToua as the sin commltted against Ruaaia. 

Prom the days of Kerensky to the days of Xolchak the 

Allies have blundered in Russia. You might aay, &Dl say 

3uatl7, what do 7ou know about oon41t1ona in RuasiaT JJld 

I would say lllltio 7ou, "I know little, but not because of 

my own fault.• Why 1a it that•• know little about oon-

• ditiona in RuaaiaT Does the wireleaa not speak any moreT 

Ia oomrnmication impossible? Bo. It 1a beoauae of that 

taTorite tool of reaction and imperialism-the oenaorahip, 

that we know 11 ttle about what ia transpiring in Ruaaia. 

But we do know that what the Allies hav eff ote4 in Russia 
the 

haa been not peace and not the aatlaf actlon of/hlmger of 

milliona, an4 not the aaTing of llTea, 4 not the eatabli h 

ment ot hoapl tale, but anaroh7, &D4 ohaoa, an4 rl11n, an4 

bloo4■he4. 

You know rq atti 'h4• toliel• l■hni • ant the 

.... 



• 

• • 

• 

BolaheTiki. I have apoken of that frequently. You mow 

that I believe• as I believe in anything. full7 and sin­

cerely, that the philosoph7 of Bolshevism is r dioally 

wrong and false; that the teohnique • of BolaheTiam is 

abominable. You know that we have never evinced the 

slightest SJ111Pathy for a philosophy of class struggle. But 

if Bolshevism 1a false it will deatroy 1 taelf. Bayonet■ 

will not destroy it; ideall will. !he Russian people oan 

be trusted to find a solution for their internal problems. 

What business is it of the Allies to meddle in the internal 

probl- of Russia? You say the Bolshevilti are a minor-

i t71 the7 are autooratia; they are t7,rannioal . But 

reTolutiona haft alwqa been instituted b7 minorities, an4 ·--~ 

the Allies had no scruples abo dealing with the autooratia 

an4 tJrannioal Czar. You say t 7 have committed atrooities • 

!he7 haTe, and no on aball condone for these atrooitlea, 

and no one shall seek apology for them. But the atrooi tiea 

of the BolaheTiki are nothing in oolll)ariaon to th• atroci tie . 
of Xolohak an4 Denikine. 

Do 70u know what is transpiring in th Ukraine! 

Whole 00D111Jnit1ea are b 1JJg wiped out, and eapeoiall7 Jewi■h 

ooJIIDUDitiea. Why, the champions of bnman freedom are 

Coaaaclca. Do you know Ulat our people to4a7 are facing 

in utralnia absolute 8ll4 ooq,lete annibilatla., a14e4 'b7 

theba7oneta an4 the bulleta of the Jllle•t You 4o not red 

muoh of that in the Bngliah preaa. !hat la not polio7. 

B1lt· •• mow that th re are oo111111Uli tlea 1n the utralne 

-10-
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where eTer7 young man haa been ahot, we know that 'there 

are h1U'l4re4s of oonmm1 ti e Where 'then 1a not a ohild 
,, 

un4er eight liTiDg, because an Allied policy forced star­

Tation upon them. 

I want to be fair; I have always tried to be 

fair. I belieTe I owe it to the spirit of America to be 

fair; I am not a propagandist. and I shall never• I hope, 

submit m,aelf to the invid~us, ooersive end deatructiTe 

influence of pro ·agand/ The Allies :hs.Te not been fair 

to aoTiet Russia. SoTiet Russia has endeavored, time and 

time again to make peace. to mak the moat ra41oal ooncea-

a1ons for the sake of peaoe. e need not go ma.oh be7on4 the 

tea'limony of our own JJnerioan citizen, Mr. Bullitt. • 

Bullitt was sent by President 

and pro,ect to the ■ov1et po 

lsoh w1 th a peaoe prograa 

s. . Bullitt came baok 

w1 th an absolute acceptance of the tame of the Allies. 

!he sovi t goverament promlee4 to pq their national 

debt; they promised even, if neoeaaary, to sacrifice 

territory in Russia, to g1Te ocm.oeaa1ona of minerals to 

the Allies; they offered to oease their rnolutiOJJ.ar1' 

propaganda in the world; th 7 offere~ to make peaoe with 

the contending anti-BolsheTiki powers in Ruaela. !he7 

aooepte4 ever, one of the 4•rnan4~ of the Allies. It loobl 

aa though peaoe, and oonae~n.tl7 th aan.ng ot m11Uona of 

Jnman li'Y a who wre beiDg atarTel lJl th atrugg]., •aa in 

Bight. 

!hrough the, taet 't;hat our own pre 14••• ... not 

41apo■e4 to rec 1Ye Mr. Bullitt. agaimt the a4Tloe of Mr. 
-11-
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Llo7'1 George, against the advice of colonel House, against 

the a4Yise of moat of the American peace commiaaionera. 

the anawer of the soviet goTernmant was neyer giTen a 

seoond thought, and soon thereafter the Allies called upon 

the neutral powers of Europe to make the blockade whioh 

is strangling Russia end killing women andcbildren. 

Where 18 the spirit of talr play? • 

And ll'hat 18 America doing in auaaia? President 

Wilson said, "our policy witb reference to Rusaia will be 

the acid teat of our honesty." What are JJDerioaJJ. sol4ier8 

doing ln Siberia except bein flogged by the Cosaaoka 8114 

att&cked b7 the J ;paneaa? What 1a ov pollo)'T Bave w 

been asked or consulted about it? How many of us would 

have aubaorlbed to a policy of ael141ng our bo19 in Rua-

aia to fight other people's tl 9 . Ia America assuming 

a new mission in life, namely, to oruah rnolutlon all oTer 

the world? Is th tour od-appolnted deatiDJ'T Ia 

America goiDg to join a new hol7 allianoe and stifle free 

thought in the world and bring about a condition similar 

to that which followed the treaty of Vlemia in 1816? I■ 

that the glorious promise of Amerioan lifeT Ia that the 

thing we c1 thena of Jmerioa are proud ofT / 

Th se are. to 1q mind, a1na 1 gri voua alu fo'I' 

wh1 ob •• shall haTe to atone. Ky QP al and IQ' pra7er 

l• that the liberal m1D4e4 min and WCIND lD "1118 0011Dt17, 

and 1n Bngland, 11114 in Prance, an.I in Ital7, the right• 

th1nlclq, oomnenaena, praotloal, goo4•natv.re4 



• 

• • 

• 

who 1a sick unto death of war and politioal intrigues and 

diplomatic thievery• who is interested in human1 ty an4 in 

the saving of human lives,--that these men assert them­

selves and ■Jtakin no critical terms their determination 

that the ideaJI for which this war was fotJght shall not be 

eacrifioed a:fter we have paid for it in our blood an4 with 

our tears. 

We dare not, for the sake of the generations 

to come, permit the clever, shrewd diplomats to dissipate 

and 4eatro7 the ~ine fabric of civilization which we, with 

bleeding hands, have woven · uring the terrible de.19 of the 

struggle. There is efarious and invidious propaganda 

brought into the world that aim to enthrone reaction and 

priTilege ever7W'here, and you r victimized daily by 

through your press. Let the free men of the world speak. 

e owe it to our elTes; re owe it to AmBrica; we owe it 

to the generations of tomorrow. 

---------




