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LBCTURB BY RABBI ABBA H. SILVER ON "JOB"--____ ...,.._ - - -
"WHY IS THERE SUFF:!RIBG IN THE WORLD?" OB ------ ______ ...,.. -
SUIDAY, NOVEMBER!, 1919, A,t a !BMPLB, 

BAST 55th STREE! ABD CEIITR.U. AVElfDE, 

CLEvELA.BD, OHIO. 

---------
The problem of lnunan aufferi!lg, so passionatel7 

and dramatically propounded in the Book of Job, has 

obtruded itself most insiat1Jlgl7 upon the minds of men 

and women during an.cl since the great holocaust of the 

war. 

llillions of men and women who innocatl7• suffer.Bl. 

bereavement-) mutilation and sorrow, have silently medi

tated, or audibly voiced the doubts and perplexities, 

the :resentment and bewilderment, which found ■o startling 

articulation on the lips of that lepros7-atrioken Bmir of 

AJ1d it is very· natural indeed that at a time 

when the whole of mankind waa one sorrow stricken Job that 

en should t-mm to that immortal draa of pain IJ/J4 J:::/•t 

to find therein revelation■ of their own troubled 1,11 and 

their own bl1D4 gropings. 

JJ:ld. it 1a but natural, I belieTe, that gifted •n, 

u. " like the author of !he Und.y.t.ng ~ire, 11t1 I ~ who felt 

keenly the 1m1Tereal sorrow, should endeavor to strengthen 

the draeping spirits of m11J1kln4 b7 re■tating the ti.me of 

that great book, Job, in ter1111 of mo4ern life. 
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I know that many of us have sensed the problem 

long before the war. I belieTe that there 1sn •t one 

within the solll14 ot my Wice that haa not at some time in 

his or her life been brought bewilderea and bru1ae4 to that 

eternal problem of the why and the wherefore of human sd

fering. I believe that there 1an•t one here that haa not 

at some time -experienced a loaa and bereavement, a dis

appointment and disillusionment, that made him ask ailent

"Why does mn suffer?" 

I know that those of you who have seen the han4 of 

death laid upon the youngeat and the beat, f:#t:+~n o:t 

high character and great promise; •1111211111 .. •• those of 

you who have stood beside the open grave 

mornimg still upon ita lipaj 1t11•••• those of you who 

have seen goo4 men racked with disease, apend1JJg their 

'Unhappy daJS upon the 00110h o~ pain j t,I Ii 1 I ■1 those 

o:t you Who have ... expericoed :tin• Qfj&''ti aated• 

beautiful dreaas come to naught, laudible amlitiona 

tlllrarte4J 1'ts1••• •* those of you who in youth carried 
bU-rde1"L 

the I••• o~ hopesancl in age _,n,111 the loa4 of memorie'!J 

those of you who have--and who of ua has not--

aoma secret sorrow, some sad memor7--I know that you have 
t-in1e and at;d 

1

1 - " 
asked yo,araelve• ibtn 11&a: "Just 11h7 1 ma.8' it be ■o? 

A11d.. lo• of us, brought to bay have defied and ohal• 
oF oj.J 

lenged Prortdenoe eTen aa JobAohallengtll Prov14enoe. 

Job ran the Whole gumt o:t huan experienoe. 1j. 
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4rank the drega of the bitter cup of life. He lost not 

onl7 wealth but home and children. !he whole 1truot111'e of 

hie life aeeme4 to collapae abou't him, and hia body waa 

torn and racked and rendered unclean ancl loathsome b7 that 

consuming diaeaae, leproa7. !here he waa, the proud 

Bmir of any posseasiona, beloved and revered of men, a 

poer aDl broken outoaat, l7iJlg upon the ash heap outside 

of his Tillage, a loathaoma thing, a thing to be ahmme4 

aD1 pitied. 

!here was not a ray of a,mahine, a bit of coafort, 

in this misery of Job's. If his aufferiJJg were, at leaat, 
\Nere 

purposeful, if it aervel some ulterior motive, if it._ 

vicarious '6 sacrificial, Job, at le.st, would have so• 

comfort, some consolation, in this troubled hour of black 

despair • 

Pro•theua, chained to the mountain crags, torn 

b7 the eagle■ of Zeus, suffering, had yet aome ■uataining 

oouolation. Be had rebelled, ana h7 hia rebellion he 

had brought light 811lOng the children of man. He was ■ut-

-faring for a holy cause; but Job had no auch holy caue. 

Job had not ~•belled; Job had not sinned. If Job felt 

that hia puniahment ant his aa.ftering were atonemeat for 

aiml and wiokedneaa, the sting of hia fufferillg ma7 llaTe 
.. 

diaapp7!/4/) 
Job waa no oowara.. Job would haTe eubmttte4 to 

~ Fate 
~ we ll-deaerve4 ~ but Job waa oo•oiou of hi■ 

righteoune■ a an4 hie integri t7. Be bad not ainnel. 

-a-
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~d so there was no consolation in that. There was not L ,~.J 
be resT01·ed -/:i, ne tltn 

ewen a conaola tion in the hope that he might' g - - J 
but-

that his disease was /:.emporary and pass 1ng. Leproa7 ia 

fatal. Le~roay slowly kills it■ Ticti~ • 

.&Jl4. ao Job plumbed the ver7 depth of ... , black 

hopel•sa trage47. 

f, 
~.1- .And 1han Job, in ._. despair, in the mounting 

-e '-c-ed ~d 
ang r ·of ls • cries out! Pirst of all his cry is 

- - wv,I; U.1:5: 

"Let the day perish wherein I was born, 

Jnd the night wherein it was said: 'A man-child 

is concei ve4. ' 

Let that day be darmesa; 

Let not God•••~ after it from above, 

Beither let the l:tght shine upon it. 

Let darkness and the shadow of death claim it 

for their own; 

Let a cloud dwell upon it; 

Let all that maketh black ti. day terrif7 it.••• 

Because it ahut not up the door■ of 1117 mother'• 

womb, 

llor hid trouble :trom mine e7ea. 

Why died I not from the womb? 

Why 414 I not give up the ghost when a-, mother 

bore meT 

~or now ahould I have lain still 8114 been quiet; 
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I should have slept; then had I bean at rest-

With kings and collJl8ellors of the earth, 

Who built up waste places for themselves; 

Or with princes that had gold, 

Who filled their houses with silver; 

Whereof ia light given to him that is in misery, 

And life unto the bitter in soul--

Who long for death. but it co•th not; 

AJld dig for it more than for hidden treasures; 
:ii! 

Who rejoice unto I I.,, b -~,~n 

.u,.d are glad, when they oan find the grave?--

To a man whose way is hid, 

JJld whom Go4 hath hedged in?• 

Thia plaintive refrain, thia lament, torn from 
, 

a tortured soul. echoes alld re◄choes throughout that 

terrible drama of ~Wlan suffering. 

"When I lie down, I aay: 'When shall I arise?' 

But the night 18 long, and I am full of toaai11ga 

to and fro unto the dawning of the day. 

)17 flesh 18 clothed with wor• and clods of 4ut: 

My akin closetb up and breaketh out afresh. 

My daya are swifter than a weaver 'a shuttle, 

Al'ld are spent without ho»•• 

Job 1• oomo1o• of the hopele■■n••• of hie lite • 

• "H• hath fanoe4 up rq wa, that I cannot paa■, .,. 
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ADd hath ■et darkness in my paths. 

Be l hath stripJe4 me of l'Jl3 glor7, 

And taken the crown from my head • 

Be hath broken me down on every side. and I am gone; 

AJ'ld 1113 hope hath He plucked up like a tree.••• 

lie hath put my brethren far from me, 

Jlld mine aotuaintanoe are wholly estranged from•• 

Jq kinsfolk have failed, 

Jnd my familiar friends have forgotten ae. 

They that dwe 11 in • -, house. and my maid•• ooat 

me for a strange~] 

I am become an alien in their sight. 

I call unto ray servant, and he giveth me no answer, 

Though I entreat him with 'IIJ7 mouth. 

My breath is abhorred of m-, wife, 
• 

Jnd I am loathaom to the children of my tribe. 

Even 7oung children despise me; 

If I rise,.. the7 speak against me. 

ill my oloaeat friends abhor •; 

JJ'l4. they whom I love are turned against me. 

Ky bone oleaveth to my akin and to my fle■h, 

JJl4 I • eaoaped with the akin of rq teeth. 

Bava pity upon me, haTe pity upon me, O 7• 111'1 

fr1en4■; 

Jor the hand of Qod hath touohe4 ••• 

Why 4o 7e peraeoute •t• 

.1114 the ■orrow of Job mat•• him ■ oon realise 

not alone hie own ■orrow, but •• ■orrow of all ohildrea 
-6• 
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ot man. 

effortaJ 

t+t.11' ,# 
How hopeless ia _.lot! How futile are their 

sh brt 81,.an 
A•••••• rirata ot life, full of strivings and 

' 

struggling& and heartaches, and then a long, lo:ng night 

of death and oblivion • 

•11an that is born of a woman 

Is few of da,ys, and full of trouble. 

He come th forth like a flower, and is out down. 

He fleeth also as a shadow, Slld continueth not.••• 

~or there is hope of a tree, 

It it be cut down, that it will sprout again, 

AXl4. that the tender branch thereof will not cease. 

Though the root thereof wax old in the earth. • • • 

But man dieth, and lieth low; 

Yea, man dTeth up the ghoa-t, and where ia heT 

A8 the watera fail from the sea, 

And the riTer waateth and drieth up; 

So man lieth down and rieeth not; 

Till the heavens be no more, he ahall not awake, 

Nor be roused out of his ■leep.• 

In that blaclmesa of deapair, Job at first can see 

nothing be7on4 the portals of the grave. It la onl7 a& 

hia mind works through the darkness through which he i■ 

groping that ■lowl7 a new truth. daq&.Y,UP. .n •• Perhapz• .A -s.-. 
.(.,t-1.. ~ 4).Hlf),Mud:4 ~ ,...,u 

death ie not the end of lite ... But~ 1 he 18 oonso om' 

of no higher 4estin7 for man than the graTe. 
I 

Jn4 thi■ lament of Job tuna into bittern••• &DI 

aDger when hia friend■, in the protuion of their apeeoh, 

1-,17 '11a t hi■ ■11fter1ng 1■ Mri te4 &114 d•••:n•I 
➔- • 

' 
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that it is because of hie ainB that he is suffering. 

that Qod does not punish the righteous man, and that 

Job at some time must have aimied grievoual7 againat 

Gol that such terrible p11lliahm81lt has co• to him. 
Ii , i (1t1,,ndamenio.} t!'1n v l 1C. ,'on 

I) ,_ .. !ha~ Job will not a4m1 t• anL *las ti fai-Jl8 ·the1 _ ~ 
~ a«A. ,d; -ii, ~ ~a.4°--u:/L,a. ft , a,w:umZ• 

••••« a21 uJ1 1 @ I 1 I 1£ ? I I C J. con-

stantly ma1nta1na his integrity and hie righteouaneaa. 

Be denounces his friends for trying to justify the ways 
~ 

of God b7 slandering and libelingA nt a •• lisa 

1>173 I 1 It. 

He aaya to one of his friend& who ia endeaToring 

1D comfort him: 

"How haat thou helped him that ia without power! 
a ~,,t 

How ha.at thou saved the -- that hath no strengtlt « 

Surely 1lJ7 lips shall not speak unrighteousneaa, 

Beither shall 1It3 tongue utter deceit; 

J'ar be 1 t from me that I ahould , st•• · 7ou righti 

Till I 41e I will not put awa mine integrit7 fro■ 

Jq righteouaneas I hold fast, and will not let it go; 

lly heart •hall not reproach m1 ■o long aa I live." 

le will not drag his ■oul into the mire of aelf

reproaoh, in order 11> 3utif7 Omnipotence. •If I ■inne4• 

-e-
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if I were oonsciou of my own ain, I would gla417 aJl4 

rillingl7 submit to God 'a p1Ulish118nt," saya Job. 

"If my ate, hath turned out of the way, 

Any 1113 heart walkedlafter mine e7ea • 

J;nd if any spot hath cleaved to my handat 1't ifc ,- * 
. 

. '1Jj9 ] It ·• ■ Dp - • ] It L ti SI 

If I have withheld the poor from their desire, 

Or have ca11Sed the e7es of the widow to fail; 

Or have eaten my morsel myself alone, 

J,nd the fatherless hath not eaten thereof-- t f • 

If I have seen tJt17 perish for want of clothing, 

Or that the needy bad no covering; 

If his loins have not blessed me, 

And if -he hath not been warmed with the fleece 

of JfJ"3 sheep; 

If I have lifted up m7 hand against the fatherleaa, 

lllen let 1ttl' shoulder fall from the ahoulder blade, . 

J.114 mine arm be broken fro_m the bone. • • •. 

If I have made gold my hope, 

mdhav• said to the fine gold: 

1Thou art JfJ7 confidence'; 

If I re,o1oe4 became m-, wealth waa great, 

A.D4 beoaae rq hand had gotten much; ~ , , , ., 
. .. 

Ibis also were an ini4uit7 to be punished b7 the 

judgee • 

.... 
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Lo, here is rq signature, let the Almighty answer 

me--

And that I had the indictm~~t which mine _!l(lveraar7 -
hath written! 

Surely, I would carry it upon my shoulder; 

I would bind 1 t unto me as a crown! =it---...,--

And this auger at the implication of hia frieJld.a 

turns ultimately to a f.righthl defiance and challenge 

I know 

Who is 

l'or would old my peace and give up my 

Withdraw Thy hand far from me; 

.And let not Thy terro~• M afraid. 

Then call Thou, and I will anawer; 

Or let me apeak • and &DBwer !hou me • 

How man1 are mine iniquities and ainsT 

l4ak• me to know uq transgression and 1IJ1' sin. 

Wherefore hide■t Thou Th7 face! 
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And holdest • for Thine enem,T 

Wilt Thou harass a driven leaf? 

And wilt Thou puraue the dry atubble?at,~'f-, .,I. 

And make me 

t narrowly unto 

Thee 

am like 

Job S&J'B: 

. 
e stocks, 

my paths; 

. 
"117 aoul ia weary of my life; . 

I w111 g1 ve free course to JffT complaint; 

I 1'111 speak in the bitterness of my aoul. 

I will aq unto God: Do not condemn me; 

Make me know wherefore Thou oontendest with me. 

Ia it good unto Thee that Thou ahouldeat oppresa, 

That Thou sholiB.est despise the work of Thy hands, 

AJld. shine upon the counsel of 'the ricked! • • • • • 

Tho ey 

t 

I aliall 

t C 

-11-
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Th7 hands have framed me and fashioned • 

Together round about; yet Thou dost destroy me! 

Remember, I beseech !hee. that Thau hast fashioned 

me as clay; 

And wilt Thou bring me into dust again?" · 12 
A,1~ / , ,U J&.-ll? ,I .t 
'vi,--.......,._. • - - -· --.,.., 

AJ>.d so Job. fully conscious of his own at J 7 ••• 

and his inabili t;y to challe~ Omnipotence. yet• in the 
. 

bitternesa of his soul,, ·hurls that great denunciation 

and that challenge. 

-a4 further, Job says, 
ay.s J; b o h1.s Ii , •~1t4e ,, \' 

"You aay -ihe world is 
I 

governed in justice. You say the just are rewarded 

and the wicked are punished. Wh7,then,do the wicked 

prosper?" 

"Wherefore do the wicked live, 

Becom1 old, yea. wax mighty in power? 

Their seed is established in their sight w1 th them. 

And their offspring before their e7ea. 

Their houses are safe. without tear. 

Neither is the rod of God upon them. 

They send forth their little ones like a flock, 

•d their children dance. ~ 

. . - - - ·- . 

They spend their daya in proaperit71 

AJ>.4 peacefully they go do111 to the graTe. 

Yet they said unto God: 'Depart from u; 

~or•• desire not the tnowleclge of Thw wa79. 
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end 

What 1 s the Almight7, that we should serve Him? 

And what profit should we have, if we pay unto Rim?" 

- Job cannot see the justice of the world, 

he ends his terrible meditations in the · 

despair of abaolut~opelessness. God does not care; 

God is indifferent to our acta and our conduct; God 1a 

nnmorally neutral to •• 

t \ 

Though I be innocent, He shall prove me perverse. 

I am innocent--! regard not myself, 

I despise my life. 

It ia all one--theJl!tore I sa,y: 

He deatro7eth _ the innocent and the wicke4. 

If pestilence slay suddenly, 

He will mock at the calamity of the guiltless. 

The earth is given into the hand of the wicked; 

He co~:•th the faces of the judges thereof; 

If it ·~ not He, who then ia 1 tT" 

But in that direction, madness lies. To say that 

there is no plan or purpose in the universe is to sa.7 

that there 1• no God in the universe; aJ'ld to ■ay that 

there is no God in the universe is to surrender one•• 

self to ab•olute 4eapa1r &D4 hopelesan•••• 

Job clings to his God. In all hie oompla1nta an4 
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lamentations he does not deD.7 his 9od. it is the apparent 

removedness o'f God, •~ , .. a:11 •111-. ,ttft unconcernedness 
his h1'~ w u.l 

.oi I t, ~ .~~=:J ■•[/\neutrality .,.._, tl lq ~transcenden J 

) 4 

cf II I 2 t? ll. disregard f th • • t d d f .,.. _ .,, o e .JP r a a s an ar s o men. 

that baffi-t Job, th~t angerf him, that makel him ory 

out 1n the affliction of his heart and soul. 

Thia, thm, 1a the problem of human suffering 

stated as completely as man baa ·ever stated it. 

AJld a solution ia given to that problem, a eolution 

that satisfied Job, that haa satisfied the t 7 711, 

sll.f'ferillg men and women J/;; many generations , amt 1 t is , 

to my mind, the only possible solution of the problem. 

~o say thai evil does not exist, to say that sll.ffering 

'"~ is an illusion of ourl\min&; is to fool ourselves into a 

paradise which 1 $; ;I _do a l not exist. It ia • 
a.s 't, 1>Fme, . Au.c -11t 1 6 

kind o,!;Xf'f-hypnotiam/\that some can readily submi to, 

but he ore critical, the more pragmatic, in life, cannot. 

We know that suffering is, that suffering is real, 

and when it comes near unto ua, we know how terrible it 

may be ft er A.lld merely by shutting our e19s to 1 t. we 

are not satisfying the aching void of our souls. .;Etdot ?2" 

answer the questions that crowd to our lips. 

Why, then, do men auffer? Why, then, does Go4 

permit auffering? Ia suffering punishment for ■inT 

The answer which the Book of Job g1 vea 18 categorical• 

.$a'l-tering is not always punishment 'for a1n! Death ia 

not always atonement for wickectnea■• The good suffer 
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aa wll as the wicked. 
~ --· 

true that nature 
d" 

appears to/\ .. ...,..,. ..................... cold, ,-
~ 

4' unconcemed • 

,. ]lUt if we rots d tb ,. •••••• , I 
~ X i 

we _../\see ~ g?l the wonderful beauty of it. the hax-mony 

of i ~_L~the organization of it, tl a 11 a ••1 •. and we 

7o;crd to the conclusion that back of it all there 

1 

D .. some great vl.siom, some All-knowing Arcl!l.iteot, 
I' urd;tf 

-' creates, plans. controls, .C guides,~-- • 

vstr ze . . His way_s may be nnJmown to us. small and 
IJ,1,,t~'• 

1· 
insignif~c t His acts may be incomprehensible to us. 

They me.7 out of relation, out of cont ct with M > 

standards and our ideas, but illillll!l•••--•>■Z•s-■■lt' 

JTll■ll■--•t have faith that He o plamed this majestic · 

universe, controlled and regula ed in wisdom, has also 

an ultimate goal in view • ..- all our suffering aervaa 

some ultimate ~':)J'af!(;?~ to ue, but planned in 

harmony, an)} 2 111....-~ evolution of the universe. 

This was the solution the author puts in the 

mouth of God Himself. 1'ho says unto Job: 

•Who is this that darkeneth counsel 

By words without knowledge? 

Gird up now thy loins like a man; 

:B'or I will demand of th•• , and declare thou mto 

lhere wast thou when I laid the f oandationa of the 
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earth? 

Declare, if thou has the understanding. 

Who determined the measures thereof, if thou 

k:nowest? 

Or who stretched the line upon it? , • • • 

Or who shut up the sea with. doors, 

When it broke forth, and issued out of the womb; 

When I made the cloud the garment thereof, 

Alld thick darkness a swaddling band for it, 

And prescribed for it My decree, 

J.nd set bars and aoors, 

And said: 'Thus far shalt thou come, but no 

further; 

jJ].d here shall thy proud waves be stayed'? 

Hast thou conmanded the morning since thy dQS began, 

And caused the 4a7spring to know i ta place;"'• 

-'111 d It ••8ili• ·-· kill or ,Lu •••• •• •~ 1 J31,h, 

, 

Hast thou ent•red into the spring■ of the aea! 
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Or hast thou walked in the recesses of the deep? 

Have the gates of death been revealed unto thee?, •• 

lho hath put wisdom in the inward parta? 

Or who hath given understanding to the mind? 

'10 can number the clouds by wisdom? 

Or who can pour out the bottles of heaven, 

When the dust runneth in to a mass, 

And the clods cleave fast together? 

Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lioness? 

Or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 

t 

Who provideth for the raven his pre7, 

When his young ones cry unto God, 

J;nd wander for lack of food?" 

AJld o ,.,A~JIWII.. t wan soli - ~.JWA-1,.Et;tt, 
is impr 

~f, ~roug e, Job comes to a realization of God's 

~indneas; and he ends by saying: 

"Behold, I am of small account; what ahall I 

answer 'JheeT 

I lay my hand upon my mouth. 

Once have I spoken, but I will not answer again; 

Yea, twioe, but I will proceed no further • • • • 

There~ore have I uttered that whioh I understood not, 
-1,-
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Things too wonderful for me, which I knew not . 

I had heard of Thee by the hearing of th• ear; 

But now mine eye seeth Thee; - ...... Wherefore I abhor my words. and repent, 

Seeing I am dust and ashes." 

th lutio 

nat to, • , 

'tAOlll~~~~~-"""'--'"'4a'J~~-1~- WM 
• But the second solution, to my mind, is even more 

- " .a.a .L I ti ~1 I L I ., 0 L tr r 11 • ea ~ ng. - ■ ~ While it ia 

true that our conduct doea not affect the world about 

ua,:1111111111•• while the physical world may be indifferent 
a;A,,(;,d 

to our au:tfering and our sorrow. to our goo4aesa 'fl' our 

:ic;•a;aa~ t::.m:::1:o::::h:n:l:P::::n1:
8

~ 

and directly affected by our goodness or our wiokednesa, 

by our righteouaneaa J" ain;,. ; 1 Tt is there wlaere 

r.nard and punishment J s • ! be sought for; not in the 

phyaioal world, not in thinga, not in proaper"ilr~t 
• ~,UA.. 

in long life, ••• ., goocl health; but in the aoul, 1D 

through goodneaa,or in the starviJlg of it aud the ahriv- · 

eling of it thro gh wickeclDeaa and ■in. !hat 1B where 
~ 

man ia regnax,1;, I\ man 1_• m8'1ter ,~illl•ill•a.•11111119111_., 

in hia own moral life, in hi■ own ■oul. 
•18-
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AJld it matters not whether hostile 

or cruel or inclifferent. That,~e d tt leave to 
µQ,,11 Ma;J~,11t,·tr1A( 

•• eatma• eemp:rekem➔ K. .ant ~,. us. we know ---
the righteous is always rewarded, even though he 

physically suffer, and that the wicked is alwa7s punished, 

even though he physically prosper. 

That solution, lob himself evolTes in tbe midst 

of hie medi tatio~: AG· 

"! will take my flesh in my teeth, 

Al1d put my life in my hand. 

Though Be slay me, yet will I trust in Him; 

I will maintain my ways before Him. 

Even this shall be my security, 

That a hypocrite c8lll1ot come unto him." 

That is the eecuri t7 of man. That is his confideno , 

that ia hie strength, that ia bl.a reward--a h7Poori te can

not come in the presence of Godf. The sinfa.l man, the 

treacherous man, the wicked -.n, in spite of all thl 

happlness--a,pparent happlneaa--success, prosperity, 

wealth, that may come to him, his punishment 1a conatan't-

17 with him, for he ls estranged fro■ God. u ¢ab 

1 
hat a.the aaae solution Veremi 

f ~-
Why is the way of the w1 eked .... , ~ 

, .... (11113 ~, 
prosperouT 

: " /Thou art near UDto them 

in thati r mouth, but Thou art far from their inward parta." 

That is the ■a.me solution that the author of 

The m,.dy1J18 ~ire, or of The Great Bunger or mt• tld.nltera 

of all ages have found for the problem of 81lffering, an4 
-1,-



• 
• 

• 

that solution gives us a theory of life that is comfort

ing and aua:ta • ing. We can then look upon physical suf-
not ~ -fi" 

fering/ as(eo thing sent to break us, or punish us, but 

look non enffo»iag as;/- gr:at discipline to 

help ·~ 
And that is what the wise man of all agea 5 7 • 

He- doesn't give w.a1 to bitterness in his soul. He doea 

not break down when sorrows and trials and tribulations 

come to him. He says unto himself: "The spirit of 

God is within me. )(y soul 1B pure and riglteous. True 

happiness is mine, because I can come in the presence of 

God. I will utilize all these 

vicissitudes of" l develop myself, 

•••¥: to purify-myself, to ennoble mJ soul, to gain 

greater insight and greatrs ympathy with eu:tfering and 

sorrow everywhere." 

That 1a the tna• valua of suffering. We grow 

through our sorrows. We climb heavenward upon the rUDgs 

of pain. The finest things that have 001111 to humam. t7 

have come through auffering and through sacrifice. !he 

choicest lyrics have come from the lip■ that have taate4 

the drega of life. !he mast inspiring thoughts have 

:from minds the. t 

is ~olution; . 

lower to the higher, fro , th 

perfect, from the evil to th 

/AA_; 

the aha4ow of death. 

We rise from the 

to the more 

out pain an4 

w1 thout ■uttering a!l4 w1 tbout aorrow lif i taelf woul4 

-10-



• 
• 

• 

be impossible. It would ataanate in a pool of absolute 

perfection. It ia this urge. this 11111.er foroe 1 this 
' ~ 

"Undying J.i'ire, " thia "Great Hunger," that ~BSJ on 1D 

spite of all obstacles and calamities, suffering, we.r, 

death and disease, on and on to achieve, to create, to 

evolve ever finer and ever higher values of life. 

Suffering ia not puniahMnt. Suffering 1a of 

the very warp and woof of lite. Without it life were 

impossible. Sweetness and bitterness, light and dark• 

neaa • are the obverse and reverse of the •am• coin-;-tllll!F 

• One 1a impossible withou tb• other. We aub-

mit to it because we have faith in tlle ultimate good of 

life( .. ~------

and we utilize that very suffering to increase a , 
our spiritual values and to grow b7 ti D. 

AJld when we aatfer, we 8f6 unto ourselves: "Goel 

ia not _:;niahing ;J;, •• h':: no God ttr." 
rewar~ 118/ for/\ _ _..., but the reward 1■ in our 

soul.,- There •• DlllBt look for it, and there •• shall 
~ 

find it • 

.&Jld ao, we ■hall never a&k ourselTe■ • again: "Wh7 

do the wicked pro■perT" Jor the wicked do not prosper• 

111 spite of all the apparent phJ81oal proaperit7 that 1■ 



• 

• 
• 

• 

theirs. !heir lives remain hollow meaningleaa, Godlesa; 

and that 1a the••• .. ••· a 1 moat terrible p11lliahment 

that can come to the -children .of m1n • 

And so Job A2S: groTeling upon that aah heap, 

torn b7 tba leproay-..a was able becallJle of jihat -~~,at , 
. ;ff .v~~ 

insight which he gained through his auffering--"I mow 
)1 tL 

that my Redeemer linth. In mine own aelf will I see 

God. "ff.,..__-' 
!hat le TJie sblut1on em o:r 

And of e Undying lire s 

beautifully, e darkne a and 
I I 

usn,aa, the 

evil and e cruelty, are no 

;you. In you li~a the power to 
I I 

Tbr ough the tumbled clouds of hta 

light 9f thie phrase: r to ?ro.le all these 
I thing • The power to rule--.• You have dwelt 

Pain is a awitt diatreaa; i 

and is forgotten. Without •emory and fear, 

nothing, a oontra4iot1on to bt heeded, a warning to 

be taken. Without pain. what would life -becoaeT 

Pain is the master only of craTen mu.. It 18 in · 

man's power to rule it. It 18 in man's power to 

rule all things." 

-~------
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