
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         146           51            59 
 
 

The Red Terror and The White, 1919. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• 

• • 

• 

LECTURE !! RABII AB j !!• SILVER ~ "TBB -
!fill TERROR J.BD TBE WHID 1 " ~ !!!!, TEMPLE 

EAST 55th STREB! ~ CIITRA,L AVEBUE, fil1,!

DAY MORIIBG, !JOVEMBER !,2, 1919, CLEVELA.ID, 

OHIO. 

There are to my mind two kinda of terrora--the 

red terror and the white. Mu.ah has been aaid of late 

concerning the red terror; little has been Baid of late 

conoemlng the white terror. Now, the red terror is 

brought about b7 the concerted action on the part of men 

who are determin d to oTertbrow the present economic 

system by means of foroe. The white terror is brought 

about by the concerted action on the part of men who ar 

determined to conserve the prewent eoonom10 system 1n all 

1 ts detail by m1 ans of force. The means utilized by the 

red and the white are both f 1r and foul, and 1JDderlJi.ng 

both 1a a lie•-the lie of force. 

Bow, to my mind, the white terror ia a mre in

vidious thing eT..en than the red terror• becauae th• N4 

terror make no pious pretciaee, a&8UDl8B no sanctimonious 

airs. It sets out clearly and openly to eatabli■h a 

dictatorahlp of the proletarian, and is reconciled to the 

use of eTery inatl'Ument that oomae handy. The white 

terror a eta out w1 th pious airs in th name of liber'Q' 

and demooraoy, and law and order, &114 utillsea the a 
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imltnmenta for which it 4enoUDo • the red terror. 

The 1'h 1 te terror aometimea uaea the same 1Da tru.men._ 

aa the red. In the case of finlancl, for example, the 

lhlte 1natitute4 a veritable r 1gn of terror. Deniklne 

an4 Kolohat in the name of democracy an4 law and order · 

'Yied with Lenine and Trot1k7 in umb terrorism. in blood

shed, in Tiolenc, in 11DScrupulousneaa. 

Bow, in other lands the aeans are less barbarous 
but just as laarmful, and they cona1st· in the suppression 

of free speech, in the suppression of the right of publio 

aaaembl.y, in the rdl!.ing of places of meeting, in nots, ti 

vld.0118 propaganda to stupify men, to terrify people b7 

waY111g before their erea the bloo~ rag of revolution. 

I a,a that un4erl)'in.g both the reel and the white terror 

is the lie of :foroe--that tru can be established ant 

ma1n'ta1De4 by foroe. I think it was Rousseau who said the 
that/strongest ia n ver strong enoU@h tt rema1n all the 

time ter. Physical foroe implies no moral oompulaion; 

physical foroe is legitinate only aa long as it is moat 

powerful. When another force greater than it aeaerta , 

itself, then that foroe becomes legitimate. POroe mat 

be translated into right or it remaina eternal.17 wrong __ . 

AJ:14 it matters little whether the foroe la exeroiae4 b7 

a ■mall m1nor1t7 or a large majori't7; it matters not 

whether force 1a exercised by the umra8h 4 or bJ 'the well

groo11114 of 1'1JD11nt.t7-•lt 1a uall7 n.oio-u an4 deatnotiff 

of the futamental pod■ of Jtt:z n •o1et7. 
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. There was a very pert doctrine, you mow, among 

the privileged olasaea of yeaterday,~1-t tha enl ,uati

f1e4 the means. That notion was ve17 popular amng 

religioua bodies inthe middle ages, am in the name of 

some glorious end they utilised the foulest maans of 

oppreaaion and suppression; in the name of a gloriou 

ulti•t• goal they aent men to the stake and to the 

gallon and to the blook and tortured heretios and dia

aentera; in the na• of a glorious en4 the red terror

ia'8 of Russia are saor1fio111g the sacred right• and 

privileges of the individual, and 1n the name of a glor

ioua end the white terroriata are sacrificing the prec

iously inherited and dearly purchased, the blood•redeem14 

rights of hnman beings. The fallacy of it all is that 

none of ua know what the ul i t end la, what the ultimate 

good for society 1a, but n do know the means that were 

used, whether the7 are right or wrong. ,And the Reda and 

the Whites utilize means that ar• obvioual7 and palpabl7 

wrong to attain an encl that ia probl tio an4 uncertain. 

thon la another fallacy underlying the doctrine 

of foro , an4 that ia that 14eae 0&11 be auppr••••4 or 

eatabl1ahe4 by means of force. low, nobody baa ever 

-.de two t11111a two equal fiTe 'by maana of bqone , and 
in 

•..-a, baa ever auooee4e4/■quaz1.ng the oi.role b7 lnal.tut-

1ng a reign of terror. Ideas, 1f \be7 an true, are 

eaaentiall7 aplritual qualitiee; the7 are born out ot 

the nee4Bot hu•n lite, th 7 are nurtured n4 ~o ter 1 ---
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by these same nee4s, an4 they are ultimately enthroned 
by the pressing and compelli:iig need of hUJDB>'J life. , 

J'orce oan thwart the idea. force oan delay it, foroe can 
keep it from becondng popular and effectiYe, but foroe 
cannot definitel.7 and pernanently tifie lt any more than 
the han4 of a human being can permanently stifle a vol
cano; 8J17 more than you can cork tbe effervescent 11 uid 
down tight enough; it will explode ultimately by hear 
inherent force of expansion. and in the explosion it will 
reap h :voe all around lt. And an idea that is not t~e, 

en idea that ia a lie cannot be enthroned by force. You 
may pamper that idea and you 1Dll7 protect it, and you ma7 
coddle it up awfully tight, and yoll! m&1' aurro11Jld it with 
ten thousand b~onte. but 1 t l eriah of its own self, 
it Will die of spiritual co UJJJption. Force oan 

enthrone it for a moment, but life will ultimately 
detbrone it beoaue it ia I dead th111g

1 
it doea not 

respond to the needs of hmn,.n life. / 
I>, . ~ Why do I speat of this allT Beoauae I beline 

that n are tod y being stampeded into a psychology of 
intolerance, of bigotry; because I believe that ware los-
iJlg that graoiousquality of being able to liaten 

patiently to another man's opinion, even lt that opinlon 
ditf ra radically from ours; beoau ewe ban lost the 

.......,.~ oapac1 ty 1br looting at truth Ten 1:t 1iruth 1• 

11811' and 1D1att:ractive1 beo • n •e territ,s.ng u 

into T ri table int llectual atup141 't7a beoaue 
11 ◄- • 
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being Tiotimise4 b7 a a79tematlo propa,au4a to keep 1111 

from \borough-going ref rma • by nTing fore our " 

the apeotre of reTolution, the danger of r 41oallam. 

I rea4 4&7 af ter dq o-t men being aentenoed to 

td'DII in riaon b oauae thy 4are4 to oritiols• th 

pr a14ent, or beoauae t'be7 lare4 to critioi e a mayor, or 

beoause th y 41aV1 buted aome atv.p14, •antnglea■ pa111>lleta 

ttaoklng tbe pTernment for ln~rf ring iJl Rusaia, an4 

using unguar4e4 language• I real 4a11Y of 1D1eting hall• 

being raided and men hurr1e4 to pol1oe atat1oJUI u»on no 

apeoiflo ohargea; I read of n_p.,er ottio .. bemg 

brot n into b7 1n~1ate4 m~•. Nl~-upo1nte4 proteotor■ 

of Am1rioan l07alt7; I read of me1U1.ragp4 ott platforms 

an4 nfuae4 the pr1Tilege ot b 1 hearl.. I rea4 of th e 

things ao oon11tantl7 that o la prone to aak one's self--
, 

what ia be09mtng of our oomnon ■en■ , of our aeae of 

fairne a of our supreme oonfileno • an4 the aounlnea■ 

aD4 the 1t'ho1 aomenea■ of our lnatltutlonat Wun 1a the 

41pitJ', the oour 

be meg,,anlmou and tolerant before an op1JlionT 

I aa1, men and women, that a nation that oan 

thrOWD into hpt rio■ b7 a few irre pon■lble a,S ton UII 

pa!Qh'l.eteen,-that tben 1 ao t)Sng wrong w1 the 

oonaoleu• of that aatien, &JIil n are platbg into •• 

hancta of th••• ••rt 881 taton Noa•• their cla•1r• l■ to 

o Jlha• aa4 ocmtoal , to llat• u neno • to lo•• ov 

ltallllOe 8111 pol • Aa 1 

n11-,o1 •• all4 balano • --- lu wort, 11■r .,-11._ 
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th••· little petty things, so long •111 the WOri of 

these ext~eme agitatora remain unevail~. Oar 

institutions are sound; it is our mincls that a:re mi- ~ 
sound. We are nervous and we imagine _things.//we imagine •. 

tor example, that the tragedy which has taken place in f 4 
Russia may also come ~o pass in t'he Uru.ted States, for-

getting totally tho fa.ct that con41t1ons in the United 

States are utterl7, completely and thoroughly different 
• 

from conditions in Russia. Ruasia was ripe for revolu

tion, and Russia was ripe for an extreme doctrine of 

reorganization. Russia had an exploited work1ng class 

steeped 1n poverty; Russia had an undeveloped middle 

class; Russia had a landless, poverty-stricken peaeantr71 

Russia had a frightful .. ill:tterac7, and Russia had no· 

channel for the e~ression of popular will end a ent11111nt • 

But conditions in the l1n1te4 States are rnd1oall7 dif• 

fermt. The working man in the t:rnited States on the 

whole is more h18hly paid, better fed, has greater oppor

tunities :for comfort, for education, for amusement than 

the working nan in any other land upon the face of the 

earth. In America there ia a highly deTeloped middle 

olaaa that is politically end eoonomicall7 powerful. 

In America there is a highl7 developed, contented. 

propertied farmer olasa; in America there ia a oomrmn 

eduation tor all, and. in America there are 1mme41ate 

chamiela for the expression of the aent1menta d4 will 

of the people. so that to imagine that a reTolutlon auoh 
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aa has awept and destroyed Russia oan coma to the Unite4 

States ia the imagination of a feverish, frightened mind, 

a mind distorted by the propaganda of 1ntereatod parties • 

We must not ermit ourselves to become soared; 

n nm.at not permlt ourselTea to become intolerant; n 

must mt permit ourselves to swerve :from our de:tinite 

goal, namely, to make r al an4 ettecti Te demonracy in 

our land. Thia 1 not the time to be reaotionar or extr••• 

ly oonaerTative. Thia is the time of plaatlolty; this 

la the time we oa11 mld and fashion n•w institutions of 

more gracious proportions. This is the time when the 

' aenUmenta and p~111t o~ en are alert, aearob1ng. eager, 

in uiai tiTe, and we mu.st no\, e nee of tear, run be.Ok 

to our ancient molds, to our cient forms. • must preea 

forwar4, fully confident 'bit t only recipe for enduring 

peaoe, the only antidot for reTolution, le greater, an4 

We ma.st keep the public forum open and. free. 

We haTe paid too dear a price for the freelom of u:preaaion 

nw to stifle it because it is eometimas r&bvaed.j,,o liiillli 

half more nobly expressed thia thought tban the Jllat1oe 

of the Supreme Court. .Holmes. in a reoent deoie1on. 

Mr. Bolmee aaya: "But when men han real1••4 that time 

haa upeet nan1 • •, they mq coma to bellffe mon than 

they belieT• the Ter7 fomtdatiou of their 011D oomuot, 

that '1le ultl•I• goot 4e■1re4 1a be\\er reaohel 'b7 

fr•• lrale in 11 ... , lhat '11• •••I, •• , of 'tn.\11 la thl _,,_ 
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power of the thou@ht to get itself accepted 1nthe 

cornpeti tion of the market, and that truth 1a the anl.7 

ground upon which their 1aauea safely can be carried 

out." 

We must, to my mind, return to . a peace footing. 

e must repeal the wartime measure, the espionage law. 

We must not try to carry over into pea.o• the measures 

that were necesa ry in times of• r. If we are sincer e

ly interested in the preeerv tion of the present economic 

arrangement, if we elieve that our economic organization 

of private ownership and initiative is sound, that it 

contributes to the greatest good of the reateat number, 

then we must try to make that economic organisation aa , 

appealing, as attractive, autiful as it possibly 

can be; and aboTe all n mus t not confe ■ our own weak• 

neae, our own uncertainty by feverish, m1reasonect, bl1n4 

·intolerance of other opinions. If•• are sure of our 

ground we need not be afraid of me ting men in publio, 

and di cussing our position with them. The surest way, 
. 

, to my i nd, of establishing peaoe and orler in o :a- land 

la not that hasty, simple, naive way of the club of the 

policeman, of the inJunotlon of the ~•trate, of the 

laWJ"er or politician, who w01114 interpr~t the olear, · 

definite state ent of the ConatituUon that oongre■ a la 

to enaot no law that would abridge the right of tree 

apeeoh in the l1n1te4 Stat••• 1n _■uoh a NJ1ner that the 

Cpnatitution would beoome a helites• 8114 a patJtetia thing. 

-a-
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The ave way is not the way of Ole Haneeniam; 

the sure way is not the way of Gt..y Eq,keiam; the sure ft7 

ia not the way of self-appointed leagues for the rotection 

of .lmerioan democracy, that seem to be the most attractive· 

today becauae it seems to be the most inmediate--ht it 

is the least effective because it is the least thoro~h; 

1 t doesnot go to the heart, to the r oot of the problem. 

The au.rest way is first b7 removing every barrier, every 

dike that confines the free ~Qpression of ideas in this 

land. Let ideas "laah, let tb e be an exoh81lge and 

oonfiict of opinion, out of libich a truth will co• that __ _ 

is the philosophy of democracy. There is so much inherent 

at:ztength in truth tliat it can overoome a tbouand lie■ 

ultimately. 

Let us set about makin our economic organization 

today attractive to men; let us set about honestly to 

destroy that cancer of the human inatitution, that co

ercive disease--poverty, that destroys not onl7 the 

physical life of man, but the moral and the spiritual 

lite. Poverty, that is the enemy of true culture, of 

civilization; povert)r, that is the enemy of true 

religion. Let us set about honestly to destroy it, to 

de 07 the SlUIIIB, and the gh tt a, an1 the 1'ilth, a.n4 

the ug11nea o:f our large oi tie • In a lan4 ■uoh 1111 

ou:ra, filled with the graoe and tbl bene41otion If Go4 

Almighty, there nee4 be no 0Tert7 exoept ■uoh • oo•• 

:fl-om 1n4oleno• an4 la■ ine •; there nee4 be no ugline■■ 
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ino14ental to honeat labor and honest effort. 

We dare not aa■UJDI a philosophy of 1ndiffercioe 

and aay these things must always be. The7 need not alW&J8 

be,and the7 are beoause you and I are indifferent to 

them. Let ua aet about protecting ohildhood and woman

hood, sartn them from the destructive atrain of earl7 

1n4uatrial life. Let us sat about. *1v1ng the working man 

a sense of independence, and a sense of pride by 14ent1f1-

ing him closely with the industry in ioh he works, so 

that he will feel hi118elf not merely a tool but a fellow 

creator, a working man with a fello working man. 

Let us try honeatl to distribute a little more 

• u1 tably the social goods. 

haveteo 11110h aD4 a little mo 

o those • o 

those who haT too 

little. let us set about hon tly to extend and inoreaae 

opportunities for eduo tion, for ael~ culture, for fine 

amusement. Let d mocratize aa far as possible the 

dvantages of art ond culture and learning to !-11• Let 

ua kill revo1~t1on b7 establishing happy homes, b7 build• 

ing over th1a spacious land of ouie pd.llio en milliona 

of happ7 fireeid s. Do not. for the salvation of 10v 

own soul, aay to yourself t\at the time baa oo• for a 

show-town with 1-ibor. I he.Te h art ■ o man7 buaine•• men 

in recent weeks exaltlngly expreae t~at aenti•nt--that 

now 1• 1bt time for a fight to the ftni■h. Nll, all 

attitude like that ia an attitude of hoatilit1 an4 antag

oniem, and it oan inspire onl7 a oorre n41ng attitule d 

-10-
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hoat111ty and etagoniam on the part of labor. 

!hia is not a question of a ehow-d.011n; this 

la a question of finding wa19 and means of eatabl1ah1ng 

real co-operation b tween. the working man and hia employer, 

and the spirit of iTe and take, the spirit of friendli

ness, the spirit of compromise, the spirit of honesty and 

ju tioe, eTen when justice hurts, is the spirit that 

will win out. 

Lastly, the sure ay of avoiltin enaoe and 

danger and unpleasentnea in our lund is t e ,q, long, 

it is true, but aure--of education; e ucation through 

- free and open discuss ion of public problems, eduoatioa 

through an honest press. It is heart-breaking to see 

how little of truth men reoe1Ye toda7 from their nen• 

paper. Somehow our preaa has b come, oonaoiouai7 or 

unconaoioualy, willingl7 or unwillingly, an ins rWIIDt 

in the hand• of auoh ID8J1 who are int r sted in stifling __ _ 

Tery new 14ea just because lt is new, tlD4 enr7 new 

reform just because it 1a a reform. Education through 

honest newapapara, 4uoation through our aohoola an4 . 

our high aohool and our uniTersitiea, where our young 

men an4 our young women will be- taught ~ot to prostrate 

themaelTea inreTerenoe and awe before the god of tllinga 

all tbe7 are, but to worship in reverenoe before the god .. 

of th future, the go4 of infinite promiae for eeonomicr 

life. 

W are toda7 in a period of tranaitiena 

a nation 1n the beo~mt,ng1 w are an 1D•W111111lt; 
-11-
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growing 4a1ly, and the leaclera of tomorrow, our eduoate4 

claaeea tbat oome from our colleges and our universities, 

must be inspired with the conviction that democracy 1a 

not a ready-made thing, to be accepted or rejeotecl. but 

that it is a philosophy of life that iB progressive, 

creative, dynamic, constantly ch mging, constantl7 adjust

ing 1 tself to naw condi ttons as new situ tiona present 

themaelTea. An4 education of ourselves, education to 

the realization ot tbe abiding. const ntly ~rooting 
the 

truths of/social anc! eoono* life. 

I sometimes thi that no man should be :permi ttecl 

to beoome an employer of labor unless he had preTioualy 

ualified for it, even aa a physician 11112St q~ality, even 

as a lavt7er must qualify. '11he e~loyer mu.at elucate 

hiuself first in p ycholo must understand human 

nature. and tbe human ma.teri al that he works with. He 

must understand economic organization, economic a4m1niatra

t101:t, effioient organiz tion; he must und erstan4abo c all 

political eoonoJll3, the urpoae of induatZ7.--that industry 

is not n end in 1 tself; that induat17 p an ag 1107 lit• 

art, like aoienot. lie rellgion--to se"e ·he gr~&ter 

need• of buman life; that industry 1 beneficent onl7 

a long as it increase• the social w ii being and the 

sooial good; aa long &11 it enable• men to grow an4 

develop through their work, so long la 1n41111try a 

beneficent aooial institution. When 1n4uatziy deatro79 

1ni tiatlve. when ln4uatr7 4egr 4•• ahar oter, when 1n4dtJ7 

make• the developm1J1t ot p raonalit7 lmpoulbl• in the 
• -12-
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worklng man, when industry beoom s a passion of greed 

and luat, of ao uis1tiveness; hen indu>try bec~mea a 

selfiab tool for grandizement, then :lndu.s try is a 

social malady to be swept asi •• 

Education of the working man. too. !he man who 

labors r,1ust realize that he is a ooial a rvant, that 

he serves not his boss or his superior, but society in 

. producing the goods which societ.y needs. e ust 1,e 

eduo ted towork in a spirit o.. loyalty to t:.-i job; he 

ml1St be educated t ork an ~tist a ot marely ae 

an arti e.n. He must b educated to se the sacredness, 

the divinity• the nobility of . 1 task; and he oan be 

eduoat d to that. 

If you do not s·11rrollli4 is work w1 th tawdriness, 

with unoleanne a, 1th crud. n ; if you do not throw 

him after his day's work into a dirty hack to spend a 

few leisure hours of his days; if you make his buman 

life a place of real rest, and reoupe11t1on . of~body 

and s ' rit; if you oonoern himelt witb things beautiful, 

he will come to look upon h e work • s. tbing beauti:ta.l. 

Let us not at thi late date, when all of ua haT• 

worked ao ma.oh for 1 t and· prayed so d eToutectl7 tor it, 

be frightened in to an atti tu4e of mind that he 1a :lntol-

erant to n11w ideas, that he ia not recept1Te. Let ua not 

institute a white terror of opprea■ion in thi lo4 of 

:treelom. The danger of th red terror i that 1 t led■ 
. 

to oaroh71 the danger o th white terror la that 1 t 

lea4 to the re4 terror. le are ll'•at, w are ■tn11g, 
•18• 
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n are aounct, we are h alth7 . in thia lan4. OUr 

institutions are ound. our olitioal organisation 

ha• a too4 the teat ot one hundrecl aD4 thirt7-t1Te 

7eara and more; our people are poli t1oall7 duoat

ed; the7 are aane, they are deli berate. Do not, 

in the name of all that 1 s sacred in Amer1~ lite, 

eatabllah a new r ign of terror in th1 land where 

terror ahoul4 never, never r ign. 

• -----




