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LECTURE y R BA • SILVER , ON "BL .. ZING - -
A TRAIL THROUGH LIFE," !! THE T :Jll PLE, E ST 

55th STREET TD C V•iU UE, FEBRU.RY l, 
l.f20, CL~ V.~L D, OHIO. 

e are indeed living in a wonderful age . and 
J,a 

for no one is this age more wonderful than for tee young 
' 

\.dU'"l~J' ~~.....,..,... • 

JBen. encl- tbA-- l"O~WGJUan• This age is wonderful because 

it is an age of youth. It is controlled by the impulses 

Our civiliza

t~on today, our culture, our literature, our institutions 

are experiencing the pulsating throb of passionate, youth

ful ideals • 

he world will not, for a good number of years to 

come, settle down tot.he staid, quiet, slow-moving life of 

age. \rtnd th o-:.•e who ar e engaged at present in endeavoring 

to chill the4f'e warm currents of pro ressive thought in our 
~ 

land are en a ed ~ a futile task , Our civilizat,ion to-

day is wonderfully elastic . yieldin, 

susceptible tone ideas and new influences. You cannot 

stifle regress: you can not incarcerate the on-rushing 

Not even the absurdities of a ·1r. Palmer, not 
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even the stupidities of a Mr. Sweet, not even the vulgar

ities and blunders of all the heresy hunters of our day 

will succeed in aging and stultifyin the s irit of 

youth that is abroad in the land. 

men w:tl~m-ie-~111!~ to continue the fine wot of today and 

carry it on into the futur~ '8~ ~ more e sp eci ally 

e joyed the ri vi leges of ed.ucation, of jp: v culture and ~ 
a,,I J inspiriting environment, to lead in the ~orld, keep 

you.n • 

Unfortunately , the ~ene~ation of~ youn rren 

,0 

a eneration of mediocrity. 

fri btful sameness. It is ordinary, very ordinary. The 
~ 

young ,&Pel tQ• young Jew.isli. ffl8:ft gnd wemeB ~ea.au,.. 

specially of the comfortable middle class, lacYA-C' 

• He lacks personality; he lacli:s spiritual initia

tive; he lacks spiritual enterprise a,nd adventure. e 
114 

ha all the virtues bab sle~ all the vices of the middle-

clasa. He has a mind that, in spite of its training, is 

• very ordinary,m#ri. It is ~uncritic,al ,.• i~ It ila 

a-mind: t.11~. tak s it clue from and opinion. 
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Jt 
preval 'ilil sl.iui i!ita, *': is. a Miiaa. ttl;g;l feeds on second-

hand information• 1:t iii a fl,eehc!ftieo,• iib5Pe ef m:i:!'t~~ ..9.. t 

is a newspaper type of mind, it j~ Ii m~ '1'1 :t: /il.Q :t ·~ a .i 6--i:, 

Jr 
, t:JIIII" does not separate th chaff 

from the grain,.~ accepts rumor for truth. 

The young man and woman of today, 

m an, my 

••--lack that lift, thQt enthusiasm, that transfiguring 

some thin hich is characteristic of so many of the youn -
, v-wt ~ w 

~h•rr one aBsire in 
t 

by 3omeone.c■t~~ It is not~ 

ambition~to et on, to succeed, but I 
0 

am afraid that 'W1e e:mbi~len i al t.ogether too utili t ian;r 

i bll:z too 

selfish. 

ractical iii ia too circurnscribedf 
I 

The morals of the average young man of the mid-
~ ~ 

dle clas are not bad, but they are not good. r;be,t are 
I 

~ 14e. ~ IA.Al1 
n~ vici not virtuous, 

wliil. l • t lu !!IJ¥ ••a@• J a~ Wi!:tt anti:::z::- li!!IJII e, • ens e t,f 

charity and of kindliness 

inated ~-s-e~n--,:~~-.... =-:--- .e,111illlll-. 

~. 
bis. &Pd Q&r life i 4ot dom-

service Q'IJ r!;;!; kin men and 

of ±be:! JI ~ • o J l.e. 

ow, I do not 
Wt~ 
daMi•• to eneral 

ind ictrnent. I know t here are splendid and ~ea.utiful . 1/. 
µ 1~ ~tll ~tW- ~· ~ 

exceptions to wh t I a saying, wt Ida be]jeve tbst 1• 
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~ ~ w "-A' A.L Ov'-d 

~ ~- . 
----·-, •' 

-=today lack -vorle-thing. Is it a lack of spirituality? 
/\ 

Is it a lack of moral firmness? Is it a lack of vision? 

Is it a l ac1~ of purpose? W'hat is it? 

ome aware 

e4t-~· fundamen~ thinrs that go into the making 

~ successful lif e , 

hol y convictions th~t would save their lives from 

the morass of the ordinary and the average,~...-..+•••M 

traditions of their deaden,~e, e~tlngailWl. the spgr 
I 

~ make in their souls . 

If I were to speak wou d say to them, 

"Friends, you must get into your life a tone of 

confidence, which the average member of class-

es lacks--confidence not in your power to make a success 

in business ci: in urofession, but confidence to make 
I • 

of your life something suprecey and s uperbly beautiful, 

I would ~• r,n ,_,~,.,_i.__ in • h •~aaN'llt~ that 

you (:>:. come• path-finde , -0ne--'4'MII~• 

divinity, 

1fr within you , ~~IW'(j" which ou are 

holding under . Y.~:;:;.o.aa.l'!'Q,,ji.04i~r"lr--i~;b,.,.....,.lll,l,il,.8 

pse fe@ai on- :t;h-st ::Iou---e 
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now thyself. You do not give 

t;b-- know yovrael:4', aeeWl'S'"e ou do not give your powers and 

a chance toe ress themselves 

in life. You deli&i~ 8PM. circumscribe and confine your 

lives; you have no confi 

~rogant; I would rather 

undertake to do that tremendously big thing rather than 

a pittance, a tid-bit o 

have neople say, " e is a practic 1 

idual." 

tremendous 

of the big things I might commit 

s. but I i ht also gain tremendous 

in piration. # I might touch tlie very robe of the sh.chi 

of God Himself. 
I 

I would say to my young friends, 
~ 

"Gain of dignity·, _, sense of dignity which wi 11 

come 

people will praise you for th , but because your soul 

prompts you to their performance. o keep yourself 
not 

from doing certain things/because people will censure you 

but because your soul revolts a,g inst the doing of these 

things. · o fee 1 that yo ir soul is of God, something ho 

and som thing noble, is to keep you from doing 

things that ta.int d defile and lower JIii!'-" 
-5- ,, 
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"I would not be a quack doctor or dentist or a 

cheap lawyer, or a juggling real estate 

cheating,profiteering retailer, or a loud, dishonest 

salesman, or a bond manipulator. or -screw l 

lord J bee use these thins are 

men, but bee use my soul would not -permit me."That is 

the feelin that you and I ought to have. It is stoop 

ing, it is wallowing in the mud. 

I would urge young men to }reep themselves free 

the social taint, not because it will devastate their vr. 
h ical lives, but becau e besmirch- their 

God- iven soul.; because it is cheap; because it i3 not 

the fine and the decent thing for brave men to do· 

Because it i~ a confession of debacle, 

soul - ~iscipline ; because it is soft and weak. sense 

of di nity in life--that is of upreme import nee. 

I 1ould also have my youn friend try to gain 

"'ense of uni t .1 in their lives.- W.211* ti! characterf • 

Ch racter is nothin aniz -

li ·e . 

rfectly or 

ms 

true. very act of his life is an emanation of his soul. 

;;z~ every expression is part of him; it is not 

i1sjc1wte~, it is not sporalic i-.-..iii.-l~~Bie .. iM..:i~ .... _.ilMl 

t is all a.rt of 
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A man who is a ood friend 

!Xld a charitable individual, but is a con ·emptible cheat 

in his business, lacs character. 1hy? c use t ere 

is no unity, tber is no harmony, there is no hone t. 

in his sou organization. he mirror of his soul is 

crac red. he glass is all there, but it is not unified; 

it. does not reflect 'ilie soul. 

Your life must be dominated by one idea or it is 

a heap here mu t be 

DA-efi~~.,_..,it-!lft&.,..-., }1 , 

occurs 
A 

hola s the toned 

ethert 

If vou hnve no idea back of r life , your life will be 

just a SUCC!! notes struck here and 
~ r F ~-. 

there, -wt~...,_~.a.•8A'~lillP.l"t'!H.te-'44,ee~,.__,,~i..tJ~io..~~ ...... 

Confidence, a sen e of d.igni ty, a sense of uni t.y, 

and also a sense of obli ation e world owes you and 

me nothin. The world is not indebted to us for anythin. 

We are ind ebt.ed to the world. for ev ryt ing. There is 

no· erit at all attached to Quperior ment 1 endow ents. 

If yo1 have a ine mind you deserve no credit for it at 

all, hat wa i vro to you. You deserve no ere di t for 

avin inherited wealth. If you have be n bles ed with 

a beautiful body, you deserve n es cial commend t.ion 

for it. Tat is your good fortune. 

erit is besto ed on y upon the wag of 1.a.li ties 
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and ifts. It is how we utilize these 

... a b ea u.t. 1 f'n't bo y • 7Jhen you trono-
I I 

late tbe bea· y of your soul, 

.. ,hen you tr slate of . our mind 

into acts of social beneficence, 'en you , in ot er words, 

become a blessin t r ou h the things ri th _,hich you 

ble ed, then you =r e indeed ~eoorving of merit 

and cormnend tion. 

_ colle e educ tion is a social investment. 

invests in you ~na 

its investment.. 

9 ~-for personal 

air of superiority, 

anticinates a dividen' 

a college ducation 

xclus-

ivene s, to make you an intellectual snob, then 

society has made an unfortunately poor investment in you . 

Society trains you bee :use it needs leader , becau ·e it 

nee path-finders, because it needs men and women to cut 

~~a:;:-~ t rou ht e tan le and t e wilderness and point 

the wa; for other men and women to follow. 

nd those who h ve en o eat 

i her educ 

th emae 1 ves, 

have t eir education unto 

oing forth into the hi hways and 

byways of life to s·are it with other men, have not aid 
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their honest a ebt:l to Jociet.y . 

supreme selfishness . 

hey stand accused of 

There is something· wrong with our education_ 

European universitt will turn out 

men and women a ~ivine spirit of restlessness 

in them; young men who will initiate things, 

who will go forth with tremendous purposes in life, ready 
.. 

to do, whether it· to destroy or to create. 

are dynamic. They have translated their learning into 

emotions and ideals. The Latin ·uarter or the campus 

of a E't.lrop® university may become, as it has :Lu t-~·-•, 
,L 

the starting point· a national uprising, • a revolution. 

1he .American campus will never become the battlefield for 

any ideas. No revolution w±li ver begin Wl' college 

campus. It is just difference between an education 

aimed solely at -polishing an individual, at finishing 

him--the finishing school, at making him acceptable , 

refined, ana dignified, and -the coll e education which 

aims at a liberal education, a lib eralizin educ at. ion, 

an emancipating education, a dynamic education. 

You men and women wh o have passed through the 

halls of universities and colleges do not. forget that 

you are the emissaries of our civilization, that you are 

the trustees for the future. Do not forget tat whereas 

society has enabled you, in Eome measure, to reach the 

are still groping in the d rk of the valley. Do not for 
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a moment thin that because Mn .speak o tod y 

of high wa es, that all our social problerrs have been 

solved, that there is no poverty.and no misery,and no 

ignorance,and no superstition , and no hate, and no vul ar-

ity, and no greed i the world. rine-tentho of humanity 

are still ·roping in the fogs of the valley below , and 

it is your sacred duty to take the torch that has been 

placed in your hand and descend into the valley. That is 

were you belong . social servant is hat you are and 

what. you ou t tb be. 

A few da.y-s ago I read a book which I would recom-

is the life of Carlton H. Parker, ritten by his ife • 

Ii r. Parker died a year or two ago. e was professor of 

economics at the U iversity of W shin ton. Durin the 

war l r. Parker settled more strikes than any man in the 

United fftates. entrusted agent of the govern-

ment, 1n all the ..a~~~e labor d_isputes and difficulties 
it 

of the gMt northwest. ut/is not what he achieved that 

is the supremely beautiful thir g. It is his 

a doctor of phi losopby. This ma.nbegan his co 11.e ge life 

real reiish d zest o t of life could. 

e w s not going to rut f and routine himself, 

-10-



• 

• 

• 

A,rr lt:l:m■ •~ in any profession 

as t,-~.~ml.f@"ht be. He was goin to wait, to experiment 

with his life, to try many things , to see the world , to 

see mer.. of all classes , to live iVi th men and ·,or_ with 

them, and suffer with them , 

Up to the lq, t year life , C9.rl ton H . 

tom ke ends meet . Fe 1 s 

bles~ed with a wife that understood him ~nd that under

toed life itself. She , too, was eager not for the sue-

, but for t e 

adventure of life , for the od th tis to be found in the 

adventure of life . Carlton . Parker found , as most of 

us come sooner or later to find, at the real adventure 

of life is to be found Lot in traveling to 

and distant sores 

real adventu_e of life is t be 
are 

found right where you/around the corner from you , in the 

m ifold niationships that you can estab ish with your 

fel(lowmen, and in t r ying to understand them , their needs , 

t eir aims ~d their ideals; in reading your elf into 

t eir circumstances , nd re ding out of their ·ouls some 

inspr·t.ion for your in spiritual adventure ; in 

being const ntly on t.he lert for new ideas nnd new 

i pressions and new sens tions . h ~t is the thin that. 

makes life worth while , nd t. h t is the thing that o many 

of our youn men and omen of the middle cl ss completely 

miss . 
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If I ~ere to compo ea creed for my o;n uidance 

t rou h life, if I ere to or anize y life wit i. 'he idea 

of becomin hap y- the ort 0 
. h ines t.h t moOJt. 

e:nle loo .. for rd to· 
' 

this world is 

a foo 1' ar dise; 'le C t. e t.i toe of 

nll t e time; 

have our . orro s a.i~d our di au ointments ani our failures 

if I iere to or anize my life, 

aiming toward the reatest amount of real ban iness tnat 

I could et out of it;, I would write down 
r 

thing like this: 

I believe in the dignity and • ,r 
t e nobilitv of the oul ~ic od implanted in me. ~ven 

as I eli eve in elf I belie re in my fe?w n , for the 

are lie unto e in ifts cap cities. I believe in 
1r ? 

ork. I believe in the adventure of life. I believe in 

y so 1 from vealt and from overty, d from all 

od-given oO 1. 

ro iin ol., · • 

d 

and SPlrib fr>I believe in never rowin surfeited ith /4/, 1 

~¥ii-;qg, ... 11t fte v e1 e1 a:nm1lne 1, bf .ion 1 =•l,a~~ ~n 

drinking too e9111c:D::S• greedily die cup of "'{i/;. 

believe in disciplining myself to hunger t:::.;:H, 
12-

never 
1P 
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TP 
to enjoy the zest of life .,_. I believe tat 

o. e a. debt to 
~ f.,l ~ 

t e soul which f 
gave unto me

1
i0 }tear?@; ,aiiii tihiff ml11d•w!J!t1¥ Mc g • a aante ea 

; s. :fine IAli ad;i,Pe, nd/the ~c tion which society ave 
,-pa 

unto met i■ w1 !t.Pfto t1&1f't,1 I believe in service, first as 

a. pa,yment of a. just debt, and, secondly, a.s the only avenu 

by wh ch men and o en ever can find or ever have found 

real soul-contentment , and 

I do not believe in bein ordinary an• ±owe nd 

, vera e and commonplace. eM:ti;;..;311 IO iY.r e, _.-,;: one ambi-

t.ion of my would be to twy to bre t roug 

and ive myself a. chance tori ea ove 

t. e dead level of med:ic.crity, and t: en to rai e ot}.ersjto 

lead. even s I first e.Jil con nt ,o fo llow--t.o he a 

-oath-finder, to blaze a trail hrou life . . • ,, • 

_____ ._ __ _ 
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