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autoo• :tic. 

Both were aubjecte4 to the onelaughta of abuse, 

contumely and criticism. Bo m in pu~lic life, end 

es cially no man in American public life, c eaoape 

this avalanche of abuse, of malici ous criticism, of 

unjustified attack. It ia no wonder that so many of th 

public men of our land hesitate to accept public office, 

beoause th 7 ar not t mpt d to wallow through the mire 

in order to aohieTe fame or greatn as. 

I have ometimes &14 tha , we ar determined to 

mak ou~ great m n aB miserable dtir1 their lives an4 

kill them o-tf aa fast ae know how so that •• ma7 hold 

them up aft r death a 

edlfioation of our ohildr • 

b for they are oa11.oni1e4. 

t greatness. aJdiow. "he aTer 

"ia afr d of a eniua." 

o~ r atnesa for the 

eroea must be shot 

toler-

• man," aid In er oll, 

So much 1laon din co n th Lincoln.; but 

there was ma.c tha leon did not haTe ln co111Don with 

Lincoln. I em afrai th t 1 on l o e4 th t fine, 

uperb hwnanit7 of th emancipator. Lincoln love4 hia 

fel.owmtn, not a result of an intelleot.12,al or aoa4em1 

training, not •• a re ult ot philoaophio s eoul tion.--h• 

lonl the ooanon man--tbe aTer man. the plain oitis n, 

b oaue he wae one ot th m. he mew them. L1nooln held 

h1a oh•• olo e to the soil of AJ11erloa. Linoola felt 

he ap of Amerio lif • r1 111g from th ro t an4 ol lb• 
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lng throu h hi soul. e had met hie f l lo en; he 

had rubbed shoulders with them; he ha4 come into olo e, 

intimate contact with t~eir 14eas,and their iaeala, d 

their preju41ces, and th ir pas ions, and their loves, 

and their hates; h understood their humor; h knew 

them. And so be gamaa an ail-embracing compassion for 

them, beoause he lov d them. 

President 1lson •s appr ci tion. and sympathy 

for the 00D1Don ~ is mor or lea of an intellectual 

affair- Somehow he impr es on with the idea th the 

never r ally understood th co on man. lson did not 

posseas the en othumor that Lincoln poaeesaed, that 

tided him o r ome of the t crises in hi life. 

man who lacka sense of fr quently driven 

to absurdi tie • Lincoln w s th t. ·11aon some-

ow was ot s vea th t. 

lon ly n; but it w 

ot Lincoln and ileon were 

d ff erent ind of l 111.ine a. 

• 11 on, in p kl of Lincoln dwells at len th upon 

the lonlineas of r. Lincoln, nd y t • Lincoln was . 

lodl.J not beo e he r tu d to et hi ·ellowmen, to 

c,ounsel wit,h t em, to gain their idea • ut beoause on. 
with 

tb he1 ht and the pinnacle of gr tn SB• • as/all gN 

men.must t n4 alone 4 comnune 1th his own aoul and 

hie own er. 

t 

laon '• lonellnea was a aelt-impoa 4 lon line a-­

a pre3ut!1o aga1Dst gr at men.. 8114 an aversion to co1UU1el 

4 a4Tl • o rtain • -oentrlo, lf•• terel motlTe 
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which interfered ao eaa ntially with the aucceaa ot his 

mission in roe • 

ilson does not h v 1. common 1th Lincoln th t 

moral gr deur. o on will ever pea - of ilson a 

" tber 11 on," but people will ape of Lincoln as 

" th r Lincoln." Lincoln, the coq,assionate,Ltnool.n, th 

merciful, that touched 11 hum ity • which m es the 

whole world kin, which draws one soul o another in ban4s 

of lo?e. That, unfortunately, lson does not poss ea. 

Lincoln possessed it to a supreme and magnificent degre. 

So that as far as intelleotual qu lities are 

concerned, there 1a v ry little in oonmon between our 

presid nt and the great emanoip tor. I fr uently aek 

myself at this moment," Lincoln a to ilson? 

at would b Lincoln' attitu • toward • ilaon, 

ould it be on o~ wholesale 4ondemnat1on, such as baa 

become th tt1 tude of a few extreme r die ls e.nd mu7 

reaottonarieB'I uld .Lincoln that • 

ilson has f iled completely and Jliaerably in 11 hie 

aota and in all the purposes of his lif T ould Lincoln 

give Wilson a pl oe in the history of tbe meria 

Of course, it 1a rather 41ft1cult to aa7, but were I to 

pernait mJB•lt this fe.noitill indul c •• un4eratan41ng hlm, 

aB I believe that I do partl 17--for no one compl tel7 

un4eratan4 th t titanic eoul, that ma■terful personality, 

gh that uni.era• magniftoen.oe of the man Llncoln,--1111aer-
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tan41 bim artially, and understanding . "11 on 

partiall7 • I believe that • Lincoln •o ld aa7 of • 

l on thi : "You h Te done ma.oh tb t will innre tor 

7ou a plaoe in the 18'> y o~ our eople. I 11 e that 

terful way in wbioh yous ctified the war b7 intro­

ducing into 1t a new motif, a new 14 al. 

Lincoln would not he 1tat, beo u • of politio , 

to 00111> 11 n.t • 'i laon upon be auperb maimer 1n which 

• ilaon reaoue4 the great truggle wbioh ha4 boo 

rely a cloying ■trif b tween imp rial goT rnmenta tr 

influence and 4om1 ti --in rescuing ie truggl for 

h111n 1ty d conseor it by the 14eal ot 4• 

. lson o :ug th a 

pro eoted he l4eal of th 

Amer1oa entered the atr1ggle. 

the war; • 1laon 

h ch 41 not exiat before 

Kr. Lincoln woula giTe . 1laon recli t for 

oioing in superb and oo lllng phraaea th t ub rp4 

an uppr aaect wish anct pra7erhl longing ot the ......... 

of the world for th right of life, for a lf-4et r atioa, 

for pla • in th un. Of oour • • Lincoln wo 14 mow, 

w know, that not o plat 17 • tabli he4 

or Ti.1141oat 1. • woull now that nm.oh of 41 111 lom ... , 

h _ , __ 1 to the heart of hi oouv, , lteo • of • 

hor oo ng of lhi• eat P•• ut woull m w, .. 

tho • of o mow hi ton wull that th , hope • o • 

ea in ,a.a.a.., r • WO l MTer n • U'ter~ 

-
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indul e themselves in reonninations and in reflections 

upon the inoeri ty of a man who ave of hinself whole-· 

he rtedl.J, compl tely • un tintingly to the service of 

his land. I tnaY differ with • ilson in any things, 

but surely not a to bi loy t7 nd devotion and sin-

oeri t7. A!ld • Lincoln ould ympathize with him tod Y• 

I c n ee th hand of tb oomp aionate Lincoln 

laid upon the shoulder of th sick nan in the White House 

0497. sa7ing, " oth r. I. too. have as ed through the 

valley of the shadows. You remember wh t en said of 

• en I was president. hey oallea me traitor, and they 

called me butoher, and they called m1 cruel. B•ar up and 

c rry on. Bi tory will vin 10 

r. Lincoln w ld to Mr. ilson, I b iev 

this: 

I know e ould a th t compromise is inevitable. he 

constitution was a oompromia with the a clar tion of 

ind pen4enoe. he deol ation bravely 4 beautifullJ 

declared that 11 men ••r created e ual. other decade 

l 1ar the oonatitutlon 4eolare4 th t the· blaok man w a 

a lave. 4eolarat1on 1a robbed of it brillianoy wh nit 

is tranalated into law and institutions. "A.D4 your 

fourteen pnnoipl••• that have the prophetlo sweep a 

Ti ion, I kn• that they would b confined and atanel 

when hey •ou14 be tra:nalate4 into l •• &DI 1nat1tut1ona. 

t perbape you 414 • criflo• too mob in your eagern• • 

to ■&Te all 11• • I •• red to toler t ■ laT•:rJ lD orler ..,,_ 
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to preaene a tm1on that existed. hopillg that th union 

alt1mately would olYe the problem of alaTery by compen­

sation. But you aaorif1ce4 the very ideals, the very 

heart of your fourteen principle, for the sake of pre­

aerting a league that was not yet existent, r al1t1ee 

and facts for :the sake of an idea which was not 19t born. 

4 the nations of the world will have to ay for it. 

Jmerloa had to y in its blood for the oompromt.ae which 

t fram rs of the constitution made, and the world will 

h ve to pay in blood for the oompr•m1ae and conceasio!UI 

that you permitted th diplomats to wrest from you a nst 

your rill." 

I think also th t Linc ln would say, "Didn't 

ou erhap lac 

the war? You remember that 

conclusion of 

1ng the terrible str gle 

I spoke of 'with malloe toward none end Wit charity for 

all•' At the conclusion of the •a.r I a oke of a new 

reccm.atruction. that would come aa a h aliDg • as a bind-

in • aa a ben diction to bis tortur 4 an.4 tom land. 

ere was the spirit of charity in Perie? u it no\ 

rather the spirit of TM flotia -- woe unto the TaJl ulsh-- ---
aa it not t a rit ot TengeeJ1oe, of r aoity, 

of ans r, of bra.t lit7, tb t 4omiuate4 your oounoila 

again t your Will? or surely you re 4eaoen4 t ot 

tree .111erioans who be n grudges, who have no 014 score• 

to settle, who are not f111e4 with the Tlrua and poison 

of oenturiea. But wh7 Wall not ;your oul o fillel with 
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love and oompa• ion th tit ould of neces ity b co 

infeot.ious nd touch and indle t,he souls of other men 

of hate in a meratlo • " 

"You oke v er y fr 

ell 

l;v to ermany nd. ustria 

concerning their in. You oke as a proph t, and ou 

th r by spoke as rioa oul sp • ut why did yo 

not sp ak as :trankly to your llle --to • l~d and 

snoe and Italy? y did you not q unto them, 'he 

world, your world, cannot remain half free and }j lf slave. 

If it is a menace to civ.ilzation to hav Germany ominate 

the world, it le equally a menace to civ111zat1on to h Te 

.ngl d dominate th 

matter.' did you not 

unh it ti terms cone rnin 

other nation for th t 

clear, frallk. incl 1ve, 

s pres ed an4 deniea 

peoples that are roaning under the tyranny of your friend 

th lliea? y did t. ey not firi4 a spokesman in you? 

in t your will, !r. resit1ent. I know. but a1c1 you not 

acrifice too nm.ch to s ve idea?" 

I think • :Cinco ln would s to • 11 on 

,also this: "You poke o tnJthtull7 ooncernin r t 

tion, who e name 1s Russia. You said th t .ua ia oul4 

be the te t of the world' inoerity. You had a ound 

plan and glor1 din your plan. elp Rua la; hel it 

"1th food, bJ oo1Dlsel, l tit wor out it own ealT ion. 

AiJ.4 why 414 you au44enly change your progre.mT did you 

,-rm1 t JOU pollo7, whloh w oual and which• ultimate 
-9• 
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influenoe and will touch our bores. 

i n would so wish, esca1>• th 

intimacy which comme ce d industry- d the shrinking 

oft orld v ere .• a. here 1s no c oice for t . e 

orld todaY but an roby or a leti,gU.e, b lance of power 

hicb mean future ai-s. w rs of xtermin tion, • a 

which :for oruelt d anni ilation ill be unpara leled 

in the annals of hi tory, of brutal w rf re amo th 

children f men, or alitegue. 

ut • Lincoln would leo say .to u-. ilson, 

"You must ve the leagu. ven by m ing conce ions 

for it. You d conoea ions anoe, why not • 
concession to th U ted 

to go round tbe mountai 

It is sometime■ e 1 r 
' 

tunnel through a 

mountain. he 14 e ind:l ... ....,, .. ,.-lble to the tutur p oe 
• 

of the word. &cc pt th reserv tio th t e being 

impoa e4 upon you. erhl@B man of the e r erv tiona 

ar v 11 an or hw 1 • ric c ot t thi moment 

brow it lf 00 I ly d ol e rt dly in o 

wl•n 1:h n tions of 1rope ar till. omin t by a 

bllosoph7 of bar a1n1ng an chemin end plotting. he 

orlcl 1 not. t ripe for l c of spioi n. f -

guard Am ric t rotect it 1n1t1at1v • it 1ndep nd noe • 

ut stablish th fram wor , th institution of th 

league. so that :tutur age perfect 1 4 make lt 

w at your oul woul1. lit to h ve it." 

• l on, if he arken to • L1noo 1n, woull 
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e.180 immediately join ands with land and r 0 in 

C si hostiliti in la i.m in comin to a complete 

una ratandin with the elements in ussia. It is not 

for tmerica to diet t,e th internal political ol:loies 

o-f the usaian empire• It. is ot :for Am ric • the cham-

pion of freedom, to st pout r volutions even 1:f' th se 

reTolutions are distaste:ful to it. The Russian peo le 

may be tru te4 to ork out their own de tiny. That is 

the fu.nda nt lid of 4emocr cy. You must h ve oon-

fidence in the ultimate good en.Be of the aver e man 

and the av rage race of men, or d o ~acy is f 1 cy. 

To 1mpb coqviction on ot. ~ r n or upon oth r r ces 1 

t s~preme arro a.nee of cy, howev r right you 

ma h pen to be. Linco a:y. 00 many children 

llaV lready periehea as a of your und ring 1th 

the 111,e. Cea.Se ¥our private w d lp." 

ilson. 

na lastly the apirit of Lincoln would sa:y to • 

Turn your a .t tion home. In "'Our fir, t 

in u ral a a.re e you apo ao eautifully en so power-

full7 oft dutie of A,Dler c to ric • You said, 

d you a aid truthfully• " e have been proud of our 

indu trial ohievements, but we. have not hith rto st 1e4 

thoughtfully enough to count the humau co t • tbe co t of 

lives anuffecl out• of energie overtaxed and bro en• the 

t arfu phpiosl 4 apiri tual ooa\ to the mm and WOIDID 

a oh114r n upon whom th ae a weight 4 bur4 n of it 

all·haa f llen :ritile aly the 1•ara \hrough. !here baa 
-12-
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been on hi cru e an! hop lese and unfeelin in our 

h te to a coed and be great. our t ou ht as been 

th t every m lool" out for hi elf, tbat every enera-

tion look ou for itself. while rear• t ohin-

ery which made it impo s1ble that any butt o o 

stood at the evers of contr 1 should bave chance t,o 

loo out for th emse lve • e wer 

a hurry ,ob re t. 

very he dlesa din 

av come down now to t.h so r econd t ought, 

and t.his sob r cond tho 2. ht, • re • ent. • i . e 

thoug t th t o at this ment s 1ould old befor th 

in a of your citiz ns. h rear millions of our 

o le, t e common people. str ling for 

cnano , 0 

d inatitut 

. trug 11 

r dlcal fan1, 

. o erthrow t e govern 

but ho ar strt 1 

m rely for a ch c to ris, tohav e ter o por uniti 

for ple ur a.rut oo fort d culture for tbemselv d 

t eir children. t this mome f l.u 11 d w1 th t ide a 

nt 

o t e gre t w , 1 ap1re4 W1 t t prom. es w ich 

yo your lt .xid others old b for t en of e 

workin men o the orld, millions of th common men-- h 

plo1'mQ11. a the miner, d th 1lled orker 

la.oorer,. rmer lad--are er :vi ~or a wee 1 t 

mor of • 

It is ohance, ~. 

o int th w • Do ot 

a r1f1o its wonderful po 

-13• 
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tupid heresy ht1J1t; <lo not erm1t them to befog eJ14 be-

clo the min 0 ci .izens t stupid, imb cile notions 

concern! 11 o threate to OT rt ro our ·overnaent. 

0 cannot stifl t e unre t of . peo le th t s eeking 

new J t em elve rely by po1nt1 to a few 

crazy fanatics • ou 111 not a .. t 1 fy t e l ori ele-

. ents of t is land , o r t marrow and in-ew d baok-

bone of yo r republic, th 1nju.not.1on. el:p them to 

find thew to reat r ha pines d grater corr~orts 

d you ill oin t e wa:3 to peace and utual co-oper­

af.ion. 

: • esident, I believ th pirit of the com-

pa aionate. fr aom-lov1 t republic• 

ould say:, "Ml t 1 of i1tolerance that 1 

tod sweepuig oT r the l irit th WO ld crush 

e-very id th t oe ot for • 0 nt to b pop-

lar, p·.rlt t, ouia n.ot tol rate re expre aion. 

of legitimai ea. t 1 it h t ycu are 

nctionin b t e of yo r t.torney- enerals in 

t ::I a land? Y, t e pirit of freedom s t at for whioh 

our fcref t r and min av oft. eir liTeB and th ir 

r oio lood to atabli h. hat our lorJ an4 that 

W 8 or r de r in the ya p st. 1 do you not peak, 

• sia.ent, the authoritative word tbat would re tore 

the minds of our nervo s d enf verel citizens to their 

8 t! 

. woula Li ,a to i lson.T "You haTe 

•14-
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s rv d faithfull7 in the past. You have not euoc eded 

in all 7our unc1 ertakinga, but neither have I. • 

President. nor anyon • Your people ir111 owe you a 

aebt of gratitude for the things which you did aehieve, 

for the ath which you blazed through the jungles. for 

then• ideas which you projected in the world, which, 

though they be denied for th moment, must ultimately 
. 

receiv the aenction, the testimony &114 the accept oo.ce 

of t world. lp themto reconstruct their liv•e o 

th t. m rioa may oont1n.ue to be in the vanguard of human 

freedom. social, political d economic. nd above 11, 

• re ident, pre erve th acred, blood-purchased, 

hard-won priTilege of liberty ~d freedom and free 

speeoh in this land of fr 

It .,.y be, who o tel ?--that history tomorrow 

may ye"~ sa7 that ,ilson will b in the group of thr• • 

It may be that hi ·tory will not say it; but hi~tory ill 

say that here was a man who 11T d honeatl7 and worke4 

fai th~lly, who ma.de many mistakes, mistakes of the mind 

but not of the heart, and who was worth7 of the f th 

and of the gratitude of hill fellowmen. 

------




