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-----
I shall apeak briefiy this morning, firet, of 

what the Jew haa given to J.merioa, aecondl7, of what Judaiaa 

has given to J.merioa, and, th1r411', of what Jmerioa ha■ 

giTen to the Jew. I want to dwell partioularl7 upon what 

the Jew baa given to America, beoauae at this moment, when 

so m11.ch of the spirit of auepioion of the stranger and the 

1-1grant in our a14et is abroad in the lan4, men are 

frequentl7 prone to oataloga.e the Jew amoq the most recent 

immigrants to ~•rioa. 

Ver7 few non-Jews ever eeociate the Jew with the 

pioneer and the builder on the American continent; but 1D 

Ter7 truth the Jew was among the ver7 first to set foot on 

the herioan continent, aaong the very firat to labor upon 

these shore•, •ona the Ter7 firat to offer aaorifioe■ in 

1, 

order to establish new institutions upon these ahorea. Long 

before the Pilgrim Jathera came to Amerio& the Jews were herei 

I: 

long ~for• the ~liah, or the Geraana, or the Irish, or the 

Jlrenoh, and even the Dauh were o• the •••tern hemiaphere, 
11 

the Jew was here • 

I nee4 not recount in detail Just how muoh the 

Jn oontri~uted to the Ter7 4i■cov•rF ot America. It ie an 

e■tabl1ahe4 taot, but, untort11D&tel7 • far too little 



• 

• 

• 

popularizel, that the Ter7 expedition of Columbu ••• made 

possible b7 Jew■; that after the monrohe of Spain, ~erdinan4 

and Ieabella, ha4 giTeB up the project 0911.Pletel7, it was a 

Jew--Santangel--who apoke faTorabl7 and enthuaiaatioall7 of 

ColUJDbua, and the monarch■ of Spain advanoed the firat 

■eTenteen thousand duoata to make the expedition possible. 

And it was to this Jew that Columbus sent hie first complete 

report of his Toy&ge to what he then thought was India. 

And it••• another Jew--Sanohes--that received 

the aeoond report ~om Coluabu, beoaw,e he, too, waa 

financiall7 instrumental in making the expedition possible. 

It 1• a faot that the aan who firat sighted America waa a 

Jew, and it is a faot that th~ first white m&D, tlie first 

Kuropean to have aet foot on aerioan soil waa a lew,--

Louia A. J>uro. And it is a fact that the aatronomioal 

charts used b7 Columbus on the expedition were oharta giTen 

to him by hie friend, the Jew J.brah• Z&kota. J.nd it is a 

t1ot that the surgeon on board ship was a Jew. J.nd latel7 

a suspicion has arisen in the minds of a good number of 

scholars and atudenta that Colmnbus himself aa7 have been 

a Jew. If that is so, our ties of friendship wit our 

frienda in the Xnights of Columbus will be greatl7 

■trengthened. 

It is also a taot that the ■ eoond expedition of 

Columbu was made possible by the ■aoritioe■ of the Jew. 

When the Jews were expelled from Spain 1• 1612 their propert7 

na oonti■oate4, and the aoae7 realisel OD their propert7 

wae 4efillitel7 ■et as14e to make poea1ble the eeoolll 
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ezpe41tioa of Coluabue to the Weatera hemiaphere. And it 

11 one ot the most aarreloua oo-1no1dents of histor7 that 

the da7 on which Colmnbu■ set sail for .America, ~uguat the 

8r4, 1492, •• exaotl7 one da7 after the Jews were expelled 

from Spai•,--on the 9th of ~b. the day of mourning for the 

destruction of the tirat temple, and also for the destruc­

tion of the second tmnple; and it is Yer7 likely that these 

exiles from Spain, the Jen who loved lpain so much, who 

had lived there for eight hundred years, on their •7 out 

froa Barcelona aaw the masts of the three ships that were 

to take Columbus to discover a new hOl\e for milliona of 

their oppreaaea deecendenta. 

lot onl7 wae the Jew present at the time of the 
Ii 
11 

41ao0Yer7 of uerioa, but he was here llheD Jmer1oa, an4 

11 
more especiall7 the United St • • began to be oolonise4. 

l 
Ii hent7 yeara after the diaooYery o~ .America, there waa a 

Jewish settlement in some of the 1slan4e of the southern 

aea■ and in South .Amerio&. Koat of these inmigranta were 

Spaniah an4 Portugue■e ,--aeoret Jewa; beoause no 

Jn waa ner permitted to come to an7 Bp&Jliah or Portuguese 

poa■ee eion. 

bd not long thereafter the foul h&D4 of reli:110111 

iatolerenoe reached unto the Western he iaphere, and the 

Inquieitioa na eatabl1ahe4, and .lmerioa, too, began to 

boaal of it ■ reoorla ~ Jewish martir• ao died tor their 

:taith. Up to the begirmillg of the uSa•teenth oentur7 

there were iquiaitiona hell 1D ,art■ o:t Kexioo and Peru, 

an4 ill aome of the i■l&DI■ of the Carrl'beaa; and one ot the 

I 
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aoet tr-,1e was held 1a Li■•. where fift7-aight Jen were 

burned at the stake. 

In what 1a now the United States the Jews were 

among the Tery first to come • 

Pilgria hthera reached these shores, a boatload of Jew■, 

refugees ~o• Brazil, came to Bew Amsterdam. !hie was in 

166'. Bew Amsterdam was then a Dutch poseeaaiOD. Peter 

St11.7Yeaant, a religious bigot, at firat refused to admit 

them, but when the7 petitioned back to Holland, where the 

Jews were large stockholders in the Dutch West India 

Coapan7, and where the faot was klloWD of the heroic part 

Jews pla7e4 fighting the Portuguese in Brasil 

Ii 

i 

which the 

in behalf 
I, 

of the Dutoh, word was sent back to Peter StUJ'Yeaanl 

to permit the Jews to settle in••• aster4aa. I wonder, 

if Peter Stu7Yeaant mew how maia7 Jews would oome to be in 

Bew York Cit7, whether he would not haTe been even more 

atrenuoua in hia opposition. 

•our 19ara thereafter a Jewish settlement wu 

founded in lewport, and not long thereafter Jewish settle­

ments were founded in Philadel»hia, in Charleatoa, and in 

m&n7 other part• of the ~tlantio seaboard. !he colon7 of 

Georgia was founded in 1781, and in the month of Jul7 of 

that same 19ar fort7 Jew■ settled in the oolon7 of Georgia; 

and the first ohil4 born in Georgia was a Jewish chil4,-­

Ph111p ll1Des. 

So that the Jew was not absent when the great 

work of reconatruotion began of :1'ounc11111 a new r-,11,110 oa 

' 

! 

Ii 

I" 
Ii 
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thi■ oontiaent. 
. . 

Ia lfll •• f1D4 that among the a1per■ 

of the aon-IaJortatioD Beaolut1oa were the names of 

m.ae Jen. When the Revolutiom.17 War broke out we fiD4 

.the .Tewa partioipating not only in the •~7 but by finano1&1 

a11, b7 ■oat notable aaorifioea for the eate of American 

inclepen4enoe. !here were not many Jewa in Amerio& during 

the ReYolutionar7 War,--we estimate probabl7 twent7-fiTe 

hundred soul■; yet in spite of that faot we have the naae■ 

of twent7-aevea Jewish officer■ who eerTed in the ara7 of 

George Washiagton. And one of the greatest financial aida 

of George aeh1ngton was a Jew ,7 the naaa of HeJII SolOJIUl, 

a Polish Jew, who gave almost hie entire wealth to the 

oauae of the revolution, which at that time was paaeiq 

throqh the great trageq o'f Talle7 •ors•• llhen it looke4 

u though the entire world wer about to oollapae, when the 

cause of the revolution was in clanger, H•Jll Soloa•• gaYe 

two kv.n4re4 thousand dollar■--all that he ha4--to bolater 

up the ormnbling finuatial ore41t of the rnolutioa. 

In aver7 _. 1a 11hia~ eer1oa found itself 

engage4 the Jew pla7ed a part that wa■ 1• no wa7 inferior 

to that pla7ed b7 any other faith or denOllination. !he 

Jew figured oreditabl7 in the war of 1812; the Jew figure4 

creditably in the war of 1848, and the Jew wa• present ia a 

moat r-rkable manner in the Civil War. At the time of the 

Civil War there were perhaJ■ one huD4re4 and fitt7 ihouaanl 

l••• 1n l.merioa, both 1n the Borth ant in the lout~. ana 

7et •• haYe definite reoor41 of OYer aeyent7-f1ve hun4re4 

that ••"•' ill the and.•• of the lortll &n4 the Soutll; ant 
-1-
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DOJII the•• fial tort7 ■tatt effioer■• nine general■• 

eighteen ooloael■• eigh' lieuteD&Dt-oolonel■• fort7 majora, 

two hundred and four oaptaina, three hlllldred and twent7-

t1ve lieutenant■• fort7-eight a1,utant■ and twent7-five 

aurgeo••• 

In the war of 1898 we find oloae onto three 

thousand Jew■ Tolunteering in the service; and in the last 

&Ill the greatest of ware, 70u mow how heroioall7 anl how 

1:

1 

brilliantl7 the Jew has figured. !he one hundred an4 fift7 

thousand Jewa who fought in this war will remain as a 

»erpetual ■ollllDlent of the Jew■ ' lo,alt7 and saorifioial 

dnotion to America. 

Bo, the Jew oannot be looked upon aa an 

ina1grant and a atranger in Amerio&; and the Jew cannot be 

regarded as one partaking of the gifts of J.merioa but 

giTillg nothing to it • .lnd because of the faot that the Jew 

refuses to be tolerated, the freedom we have now we woA 

b7 our toil and our labor, b7 pioneering. service anl 

aacrifice. • owe it to no one. It wu not a gift 

beatowe4 upon ua, but emething purchased b7 our bloo4. 

A.nd so we resent an7 attitude of tolerance, of 

patronage. of welcome, that is sometimes aaau.med b7 our noa­

Jewiah friend■• J.merioa is oura as it ia of other people■• 

It is part o-t our life and our soul, beoauae •• h&Te given 

of our lives and of the preoioaa gifts of our soul■ to 

make it. I dislike to aee a Jew assuming the attitude of 

being auper-gratehl to other people for the thin,■ which he 

enjop 111 this lanl, as th~ it •• g1Ten to hill 

-•-
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undeaenedl7. !he: .. baa given to J.merioa as muoh •• &DJ' 
other raoial or religious group has given. 

But not only has the Jew given, but Judaiaa 

has given superbly to American ideala and to American lite • 
!here is another phase that is so little known. »o ·you. 

realise how muoh of the spirit of the old testament, the 

literature of our people, informed the efforts of the 

11 earlier settlers upon this continent? ll 
Do you realize tba, 

the ideal commonwealth sought to be established upon these 

shores was derived from the old testament? Do you realize 

that the ver7 names of the earl7 settlers, the Pilgrim 

1
1 ••there, were biblical namea? 11 fbat their speech was a 

II; 

biblical speech? !hat their very idiom of speech •s the 

Hebrew idiom? Do you realize that the ver7 life and 

atmosphere of the early common• lt s of America were 

saturated with the spirit of th old teataaent? A.nd do 

7ou realize that when the struggle for independence began 

it was the old testament that was frequently called to 
bear evidence and testimon7 to the ••••t1tft independence? 

J. great historian once remarked that when the. 
defenders of the divine rights of kinga, of royal pre-

rogative■, looked around tor aaored argument• to endorse 
• their »oaitiona, they went to the new testaaan,--st. Paul's 

doctrine of sedition • But when the defender■ of revolutioa 

., 

II 

and 1ndependenoe and human right■ sought to find subatant1a­

t1on of their contentions, the7 went to the old tes,amen\.£1■ 11 

&n the oonatant reTolution■ of the ancient Hebrew■ again■t 
_,_ 
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their kinge, and more espeoiall7 that olaaaio reterenoe 

to 88111lel, when the Jewa ■ought to make a king O'Ter thea, 

S&11111el told them not to, an4 only after insietenoe on the 

part of the people did he oonaent to annoint a king for 

th•, saying, however, that the king was sent to them aa 

a punishment tor their sine. 

!he spirit of the old testament is the spirit 

of liberty and of ~eedom and the rights of 1nd1Tiduala, 

and that is wh7 that spirit pervaded the life of the 

earlier settlers and the revolutionary leaders and 

thinkers of Amerioa. Have 7ou eTer thoqht how oloael7 the 

spirit ot .lmerioa ia linked with the spirit of Ju.lain? 

L1bert7, equalit7, fraterm.t7,--theae are American ideals. 

fhe7 are wr1tt811 large in the ored documents of America, 

and yet the7 are essentially and ~d&mentall7 Jewiah 

ide&la--ideals which your tathem and mine preached unto the 

world three thousand yeare ago, ancl carried in the 

sanatu.ar7 of their souls right through the deserts ot 

adversit7 and hostility for two thousand year■ • 

lhen the revolutionary leaders of America 

sought to embod7 the ileal of independenoe and freedom 

and inscribe it upon the bell that was to toll forth the 

great message unto the farthermost corners of the earth, 

the7 found that su»erb phraee, that oompletel7 expressed 

a new i4eal th, ,hrilled the soul of the jmerioan peo»le, 

in the 014 testament -- •And 7e shall proolaia freedoa 

throughout the land and to all the 1Dhab1tant■ thereo~." 

-a-
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It wae the lew Who, in an age of aerfdoa ant 

al&Ter7. fir■t deolare4, with the authorit7 of divinit7, 

"Ken are ■7 eerTante, Gocl's aenants. and not servant ■ 

unto servant■." And it was the l•w that firat broke the 

ahaoklea from off his hands in Judea and atruok out aorosa 

the desert to reaoh a promiaed land, where the rights of 

h'UJllan beings were established and proteoted. 

I venture to say that no land is so far 

advanced in its work for the establishment of human righta 

aa is J.merica. I venture to say that in no land are there 

aa man7 splendid men and women Who are engaged in social 

service, in giving of themselves to others. in bringing 

about a better, a ■weeter and a happier state of thing■, 

than in our own land. And wh7T Because the spirit of 

the old test.-ent is the spirit that is driving in American 

life; beoauae the spirit of social justioe, the spirit of 

the prophets of Ierael, is that spirit which ie pulsating 

and throbbing in the soul of America. 

We are not all equal. 

We are not equall7 endowed b7 nature, but we •7 all be 

equal before the law, and we ma7 all be granted a relat1Te 

equalit7 of opportunit7. Juetioe! 

of lewish thoUBht and Jewish propheo7. 

That is the ke7Dote 

Justioe! ~uatioe! 

shalt thou pursue! thou shalt not oppreaa thy neighbor! 

!llou shall not grind the faoe of the poorI thou shall not 

oppre■s the widow, an4 the orphan, and the fatherl•••• the 

weak, the slave, the etranger! that is the ■agna oharta 
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.And that 1■ also the spirit of JJnerioa • 

.lnd f?taternitJ. brotherl7 love. the kiDBhip of 

bVMn being■• in spite of their racial and religious and 

natiODAl divergence• and ditterenoea,--that was the spirit 

of the ancient Jew. 11h7,are we not all brothers? Hath 

not one God created ua? 11h7, then, should we deal 

treaoherousl7 with one another? .Are we not all brother■? 

.lnd no land on God' e earth tried to e body thie wonderful 

ideal in law, in institution and in practice, than di4 thi■, 

our 01111 laJld,--America. 

II 

e take them from the four corners of the earth, 

with all their ancient feuds and ancient score■ crpng for 

settlement, with all their antipathie■ and all their racial 

pretentiou, and all their prejudices and &D.imositiea, and 

all their oruata and their harien 4 hells, and we fuse 

and blend them together by the heat of a oo .. on •otion 

and a 00111110n ideal. Bere we established on a at aoale 

the truth that nations and people■• and all the differences 
II 
1: among groups of mell, ma7 be harmom.■et 'b7 one ocapelling 

I 

h~e and aap1rat1oa. •• beo.eme the proTing groua4 for the 

world; we beoame the aloroooaa, the little worl4 of whioh 

the great world is the •oroco•. to eatabliah the ancient 

ideal of Iarael • 

.lre •• not all brother■! Bath not one Qo4 

created ua all! .And that ia wh7 I ■a7 the spirit of 

I■rael and the a,irit of .laerioa are so oloee to on• 

aaother, ■o ■uoh akia. !he Jew ha■ giTUl auoh to Amerio&; 

-10-
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lul&11111 haa giT II mu.oh to Jmerioa. Ba.t let us aleo 

r•ember in turn that America ha■ given ■uoh to the Jew. 

Jmerioa na the first lanlto remove all diaabilities, all 

reatriotiollS, all barriers against the Jew. Amerio• waa 

the :r1ret land to ea7 unto the Jew, as it eail unto .all 

people■, •come unto ae all -ye that are heavil7 oppressed, 

and I will give 7e reat." 

America took the Jew b'om the ghetto, ~om the 

:tilth7 and crowded corners of Europe, povert7 stricken and 

broken 111 spirit, haunted and hounded, and broucht them to 

the■e graoiou shore■, blessed b7 Gel with plenty an4 

proaperit7, and . took the stoop out of the■ and put the 

apirit into th•, and made them proud, independent and 

I! 
11 

prosperoua men and women. We shall neTc forget our debt 

to America, that wonderhl tr tor•tive power of J.merioa, 

that within ten or tweat7 7eare took a produot of fifteen 

hundred years o:r exile, of fifteen hundred years of pe,to 

life, and the yellow badge, and the inquiaitio11, and the 

,1004 aoouaatiom, and the pogroa, and the pareecutiona, 

and transfigured hi■ into a 41gnifiel, proucl human being. 

If Wlq, 'that is a spiritual aloh9117 heretofore uakno1'1l 1• 

the hietor7 of the world.. uerioa na able to do it. 

:ta.tureT 

What are we going to do for Amerio& 1n the 

•• are going to continue to work ahou14er to 

ehoul4er withou noa-Jeld.sll fr1en4■--to aerTe, to eerTe and 

to ••n• the oauae of Aaeriaa. We are go111g to g1Te aa •• 

h&Te giTen 111 the paat, of Olll' honest labor, of our effort, 

-11-
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of our enterpri•• and initiatiTe, to this great land. We 

are going to give henceforth, ae we h&Te in the paet, of 

0112' unatinted and uadivided lo,alt7 and aelf-oonaeenll.• 

to the ideals of thi■ great republio. We are going to give 

of our souls and our spirit. 

htiende, Jleaae remember that what Amerioa ask■ 

of you ia not that each of you become rich in poeaese1oD8. 

II You eene not the oauae of .lmerioa merel7 b7 gaining wealth 
-' 

It 
ll 

and prosperi t7. llhat Amerio& aska of 70u, and what 

herioa aau of everyone, and what .America needs, ia that 

7ou g1Te to it of 7our soul, of 70ur loTe, of 7our thought, 

of your leadership, of 7our power for guidance, for 

helpful.De••• for kindlineae, tor ■ enioe. l.t thie moment 

of tremendoua problDI■, of perplexing diffioultie■, herioa 

1i neecle 70ur tho,agbtful, BJIIP&thetio, 107&1 oooperat1on • 

.blerioa nee4a a spirit of ■elf-aacrifioe. 

America ia in danger because of the spirit of greed and 

aoquiaitiTenea■ and aelfiahne••• that 7ou finl in high 

plaoea and 1a low. Aaerioa nee4a to4a7 that aame spirit 

of UDaelfiahne■a and aaorifioe which made l.merioa possible 

in the great, henlo 0111 of loag ago. And 7011 can beat 

aene this great laDI, that has giTeD so much to 7011, b7 

remembering that it 1a b7 apiri,;that 70u oaa 'be■t aene 

.Aaerioa b7 loTe and b7 eervioe • 

•• have neTer lost faith ia Jaerioa. Kua to4a7, 

1a a mcaent of feTer1all nerro118De■■, haTe oo■• to be •~•14 

of the freedaa that 1■ 1a aerioa, and the7 haTe a4Tooatel 
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a apirit of repreeaioa and auppreaeion &D4 oppreasion,--a 

apirit of narrowing and oon:tining. We are not ab-aid ot 

the apirit of treed011. Aaerioa hae aur,1Ted ware and 

oiTil strife, and p&Dios and orise■, and has emerged 

■troqer and nobler because it is baaed on fundamental 

pr1no1plee of eternal truth. It will pass through thi■ 

period ju.st as eafal7 if we do not loee faith in Amerio&. 

I belieTe that the greateat oalamit7 that could 

come to the world would be if herica were to let god 

ita historic prerogatiTe, of its great deatiD.7, to be the 

beaoon light of the worli, to be the great initiator of 

the world, to be the leader and the path-finder for 

!he greatest oalamit7 that oan ooae to the 

world ia if Amerio& were at thi:a moment to take on the 

pa70holo17 of that ■enaoe which it deatro79d in this great 

war; if it were to take on a spirit of narrow, 1noruatrate4 

ohauy&lai*• of an ego-oentrio, oh&uTini&tio patriotin, 

of intolerance and narro1111 as and bigotr7. !hat is the 

greateat menaoe that is facing ~erica tod&7. 

L1bert7 ia not our danger, and f%-eedoa ia not 

our ■enaoe; but it ie this 1pirit ot reaction that would 

aaek to make America like unto the nation■ of Burope,--the 

Yiotilla of reaotion, the Tictiu of cheap dlploaac,7, the 

Yiotiae of raoial pretentiona, of raoial antipath1••• ~at 

1 ■ the ■enoe whioh o onb'ont ■ Jaerioa tocl•1'; and that ia the 

4ut7 of the Jew who tnon the eTila. Oh, llow Ile mon the 

nil■ ot 01la11.Yilli.■11, of rao1al narrowneaa and bigotr7! It 

-11-
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1■ the eaored 4ut7 of the Jew to stand gaar4 for the 

prinoiples of .Amerio&. 

Israel will moTe to a greater destin7, n n •• 

America will moTe to a greater deati117. l■rael will 

profit from the greatness and the glory ot J.meriaa, eTen 

•• Israel 11111 g1Te as it bas giTen to the greatnea■ and 

the glory of Amerioa. 

!he chosen people ia in a chosen land, that has 

a chosen destiny in the world. Both the people of 

Israel and the Amerioan people will remain true to their 

mission and to their deatin7. .uiea. 

------
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