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LE01'U.R& ll RABBI ABBA !• SILVER, 9.! 
"THE PAULTS AND FAILURES OF DBllOCRACY ," ---------------!! !!!! _!l'JDIPT.. ___ E • EAST 55th AID C BTRAL 

AV ,JfUE, CLEVELAND, 0HI0,JIARCll 21 1 1920. --------
------·-

Some of the books that I have read lately have 

proved rather diaoonoerting./r- iok u a book oalled "The 
Degradation of the Demooratio Dogma," and I read atatementa 

ea.ch as the following: "Social war or maeaaore would seem 

to be the nat112al ending of the demooratio philoaopq. 

Demooraay is the system of fools· or of leveling dowmard. 

Democracy has insisted on degr&dP.!B the publio aervio to 

a common level of inoapaoit7. ,I> ooraoy has foiled to 

j t1Sti fy itself." 

I piok up another book called," odes and orals, 

b7 , and I read an eaaay on the extirpation of 

oulture, and I come across 8' ab ement such aa thta/"The 

first cause of the gradual extirpation of. oalta e emong as 

ls this: the increased hold of the democratic f - on the 

publlo mind." 

I read a book called, '"Demooraoy after the W .r," 

by an Englishman, a Kr. Uopeon, and I find this atatement: 

w ffeotive demoorao7 exists neith r in the politioa nor 

in . the lnda■try of any nation." 
I 

I t~rn to the religioWI lead re, ho,•• a rale. 

are more optlm1et1o than eoonomiets and aoolelosl•'•• an4 
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I read a book oalled, "Oatepoken ~eaays.• by one of the 

leadera of the oh rohmen in ~ngland, and I ~ind almost on 

every page a despairing tone, a hopeless tone, as regards 

democracy. And I ask myself the qaeation,if democracy is 

that which these men take it to be, ought we not railer.· 
' 

have fought to make the world t1J1aafe for demoorac7T 

The chief 1nd1ctmente of demoorn.oy, rather ae•ere 

bat not entirely inoorreot·, seem to be these: irot of all, • 

democracy has not made for equ.ality. There ere ~rivileged 

olaeaea today. Of old there were Drivileged olae■ee of 

birth and titled nobility. To4ay there are the rivilege4 

olaeeee of wealth. In olden days there was an arietooraoy 

of birth or of learn~. 

ot soap, or coal, or brewer 

Demoorao7 has not do 

re ie an aristoore.oy 

a ay with the Bluma. 

Democracy b.ne not deatro~ed pauperism. A oonatitation 1a 

not alw~a made against an empty stomach. On the contrary, 

it aeeme· that democracy is oonatantly w1dening · the gap be-· 

tween the fab u.la.0&1aly rioh and thewre'lohelq poor. In the 

days of aahington there was not one millionaire. Today 

there are handreda. Ba.tin the days ot a hlngton there 

were Te17 fe paapere. Today there are tena of thou■ nle • 
. 

Demooraoy a J)flrently haa failed in ita a~nrem laak of••• 

tablleh1Q8 eqnal1ty among men. 

•-- Tlie seoond charge laid at the '-or o.f demoorao7 

1• that it .haa not mde for poplllar go-.ernmant. It ia a 

fallao7 to think t.bat 'the people goTern. In o14on time■ 

... 
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or 011~archiea. the three greatest demooraoiee ln the 

world toclay-•England, France end the United States--have 

the three largest navies in the world • 

No it h • not made for pea•• bnt it ae made 

for a frightful me41oority. Democracy .has a tendency to 

level downward everything. In democracy there ie a tendono 

to work down to the level of the feeblest and the weakest 

an the moat incompetent; lust as in a trade anion the eoal 

is determined not by the strength and the oapaclt;y of the 

atrongeet and the most able, b~t b the feeblest and the 

weakest and the 1ardineea of the least able an the eake t. 

And ■ in a demoaraoy the man of genius, the talente4 f•, 

is dragged down b7 tho ayerMe 

~here bas been no general ale 

of the maa1. 

There ha■ 

been a general degradation of th gifted and the talented 

few. 

then men say that democracy nas ·made for a decline 

in art. There 1a a good deal of truth in thal. The masses 

of the peopl are 1nterea,e4 in things :material. and here 1 

( 

the maaaea of the people Ht the fashions and determine the 

goal of 11fe, as they do in demoorao7. art mllSt of neoeaa­

ity perieh. 

Demooraoy, too, haa not nade for brotherhood. Yom 

will re be~ onr 4 olarat1on spoke ot a1,ert7 and eq t allty 
. 

and :tra ell• demoorac~ has no made or Te:r, much 

of fraternity. Demoorao7 ha not o1Te4 the ne ro robl••• 

1'We1Te lll1111ons of hWEn, 1111a are thia 4ay unaergoln th• 
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■11ra- I aa that God la w 1 thin me• and he aarer I t 

Goel 1 within • the more b utif)il the eina ot 1111r tel 

I 4o not kn • I do not oare to kn , .hat t 

la. I a.o not know whal ihe llltlmat of olTi 

.. lon mlght be. II ~ b, eel no prediot, that th• 

whole hmaan raoe will eo clq_ perlaJt and b lo t in t 

o'bltT of the eternal art1o Ola- It .,,_, be that t.be lla 

proo •••• w 111 ome claJ' o to an e 4, n4 he wor14 wi'l.1 

11ar1 4 llD4 r the polar n•a 

4laalpate 11■ heat, and ol'Yills tiOD will dle l l • 11 

a oloct that rmia own. 

It •v •• t..bat all 0 

1~1 oome to na ht, and the 

lng and aohle'f'll8nta 

an4 the glor1 1111 oitl•~ of London. aria and 

oaoow, an4 Yi nna,and o ~ ■o da7 11 

0014 of the eternal an•• BQt it t that ao 

t enturl• 

a th 

lat 1an of the la, retched race of , drl n 

enoroaohing loe p of tb north to .the la I bore of, 

lall a , I woul.4 at tha 1110!NDI rale JV 4 o h 

11Dt1el of a 471118 ea.n ant exolai ff Lori,. 

Ot r or 

hl torle■ of I r ol 111 1t rll r her , 

b t the tori wlll 

I n t , •• l • 
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.lmeelf or degrade himself into the deep-moat depths of 

hell by his own will and by hie n potenoy. and t.f9etrength 

of his own sotll. 

I know th t man fails. I know that oivilisation 

does not move oonetantly in a climbing life npward. I know 

that frequently man, in orcler to pnaa from one peak to 

another, mnst first descend to tho vall y. ut I know that 

as long as the will to lift nobly endures in hie soul, eo 

long will man climb the towering heights of echie ement, so 

long will mn grow in greatness and in lory. 

I have faith in democracy because democracy in­

oreaaea the social asset, beoauee demooraoy mines more of 

the .J>reoiou.s ore of hwn n lee, beoa·1 e d mocraoy 

brings every child of man into t he phere of o ortt111ity, 

because demoorao7 destroys every a tlfioial type of el very 

erected by the hands of men. 

t I am afrai that we have placed too mnoh faith 

in democracy as an institution. In fact, one of our supreme 

weakneaaee has alwqa been that we• as men and women, haTe 

had too muoh faith in orgnnizationa, ln institQtiona, in 

lawa, ln external forJDS. hen there le crime in our oitiaa 

•• clamor for a new adm1n1atrat1on; w.hen th re le eoclal 

anreat we clamor for an alien and sealtion law. ,hen we do 

not know what to do, we oall a meeting, and when • get ex• 

olted we hold a parade. 

We forget that it 1 not the 1nat11atlon that 
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11Baters are those in tinotive, &Qbconecioas longin s. pass­

ions, deeiraa and hope,.and t .hese are the thinge that demo• 

oracy must reaoh • 

It mu.et reach the ·fountain head, t e roe, the 

mains 'ring of human activity, and it muet . rif:v t' em, 

orystnl1ze them, so that t ho 111 exnress t , emsel ~s 1n 

sociall.y benefialent activities. 

And eo de ocraoy must become a religion. And the 

schools must train not alone the intelleot of the children 
• 

bat the eoula of the children; and the home us t train the 

souls of tho children. It is mach more important fo your 

children, even. than to lnve tho fine manner, ,o have fine 

eentimenta and the right kind lea-to go oat of yollr 

, home' into the world with a d e not to grasp and outreach 

end get beyond the other ~•llow, bat t• reach out h~s .hand 

of helping to the other man, to serve him, to help, to love. 

Democracy wants 7ou to eend y >ur children oat as aenant, 

servants of the Lord, servants of a holy oauee. Then demo-, 

oraoy will be triwar,hant. 

That ie my message to you men and women thi orn­

ing. Let me not. I prlQ', beoaaee or the fine so nd1ns 

;hraae of demoorao1, forget the oruel realilie of OQr life. 

Let u not blind ourselves to the ineqaalitlea an4 the in• 

efflolenoea an4 

social organis 1ona. 

Let ae not blind oaraelTea to the tot lb.at the 

■p1r1, of oar land and lhe a lrlt hal oontrol he aotlom 
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of a vast number of our people · today ie not n spirit·of 

service, a apiri t of brotherhood, n spirit of broad htlJ'MlJ• 

itiee, b~t a spirit of supreme aolfishnees nnd greed. And 

let ue realize that eelfishneee and greed and com etltive 

fervor have brought aboat tho decay of past c1~111 ·stion a 

m 7 alt1mate17 bring about the deoay of our resent oi ·111• 

za.tion. 

Let ue me.ke of democracy what the Fathers of this, 
it 

our land, wishedAto be--a passion, a religion,a holy fervor .. 

something that can serve as the goal of all the finest 

efforts of our lives. Democracy is divine hen men atri-ve 

to be divine • 




